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“HOW TO PROTECT 
YOUR HOME, YOUR BUSINESS 
“YOUR CITY ~ 


An doad See Ponsa Servia froin the Minister of 
ican t Seoeenlly, The Rt. Hon. Bk Morrison, M.P. 


> 


_» This is an urgent call, to national service. Under any heavy. air 
- attack, your home, ‘business premises, and city or town are 
- seriously threatened by fire. The enemy generally begins his 

raids by dropping great numbers of incendiary bombs. The Fire 
Brigades want your help to deal with them, 


Every one of those bombs, if it starts a fire that takes hold, 


hot ga! destroys a ROUSE or DiAMENg®, but. makes a _— for 
high explosives. 


The incendiaries must be watched for, “ spotted ” as soon as 
they land, and dealt with ,before they.can start a fire that 
takes hold. In this. work every household, every shop, store, 
office, institution. and any. must Play its pets. a 


HOUSEHOLDERS! : 


_ Every group of houses. should hives its fire party : every panty. 

keeping watch over its own group of houses, their gardens, and 

.. the roadway ; the members making their own, arrangements to. 
‘watch. in turn during alerts. 


If you are the head of the household, call: your family together 
and make up ‘your minds which of you will volunteer. for 

~ gmembership of the fire party, and will take training: “One at least 

- should serve. If two or three.can: do so,.all the better.. It lessens 

ae Se ~ the burden on others, and helps to make up for, empty houses and’ 
a ‘for households’ where a $ the cos oneal are et or Safrm, or are 


Weare all of 


ES i se 


BUSINESSMEN, SHOPKEEPERS, EMPLOYERS! 


If yours is a business subject to the Fire Watchers Order, you are 
bound to have someone.on watch, but in addition you should 
have on your premises each night fire parties, ready to deal with 
incendiaries as they fall. You must be sure that no part of your 
premises could catch fire without it being known at once, and 
without someone being there to deal with the fire. 


Even though your staff may be smaller than the minimum of 30 
covered by the Fire Watchers Order, you still need a fire party to 
take turns going on watch, and.all.to be there at call to deal with 
incendiaries. 


If your staff is too small to provide a fire party alone, or if yours 
is a one- or two-man business, you should combine with your 
neighbours, making arrangements to keep watch-in turn; those 


who are not on watch being on their own premises, ready for 
a cdil. 


ALL HOUSEHOLDERS, BUSINESSMEN, SHOPKEEPERS, 
OTHER EMPLOYERS! 


See that your house, shop or office building— 


(i) 1s easy to enter quickly if a fire breaks out ; 
(ii) has-a rake, to drag a bomb off the roof or away 
| from anything inflammable ; ) 

(iii) has a supply of sand and water handy, and 
where they are easily seen ; 

(iv) has a ladder available or near by; 

(v) has.its attic or top floor cleared of inflammable 
material. 


Your warden or the fire brigade will tell you how 
to set about getting stirrup pump and sandbags, 
and anything else you want to know. 


ALL FIRE PARTIES! | 
Get -a stirrup hand pump if you can. Large numbers 
are being issued to local authorities for this purpose. 


Get two or three sandbags, three parts filled, which are very 
useful for smothering bombs, 


! 


This is urgent work, for the defence of your home or 
your business, and the community in which you live. | 


Act at once. See your warden. 
Form your fire party immediately. 


FALL IN, THE FIRE PARTIES! 


Issued by the Ministry of Home Security. 


OME, YOUR BUSINESS 
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YOUR CITY 


ve 


“Appeal for Personal Service from the Minister’ of 
lore Security, The Rt. Hon, Herkert Morrison, M. P, 


4 


age 


This is an urgent call to national service. Under any heavy air 
attack, your home; business premises,‘and city or town are 
seriously threatened by fire. The enemy generally begins his 
raids by dropping great numbers of incendiary bombs.. The Fire 
Brigades want your help to deal with them. 


Every. one of those bombs, if it starts a fire that takes ‘hold, 
not only vr ge a house or buildings, but makes a target for 


es must be watched for, “ spotted ’’ as soon as 
they land, and dealt with before they ‘can start a fire that 
takes hold. “In this work every household, every shop, store, 
office, iastitution - dopa must play its part. 


HOUSEHOLDERS!” : 
Every group of houses. should have its fire party : every party, 
. Keeping watch ‘over its own group of houses, their gardens, and 
he roadway; the members making their own arrangements to. 
watch i in turn ‘during alerts. : | 
If you are the head- of the household, call. your family together | 
and make up your minds which. ‘of you will volunteer for 
_ membership of the fire-party, and will take training, One at al 
ould ser two or three'can do so, all the better. Tt I 
. s to Make up for empty | ] 
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BUSINESSMEN, SHOPKEEPERS, EMPLOYERS! 


If yours is a business subject to the Fire Watchers Order, you are 
bound to have someone on watch, but in addition you should 
have on your premises each night fire parties, ready to deal with 
incendiaries as they fall. You must be sure that no part of your 
premises could catch fire without it being known at once; and 
without someone being there to deal with the fire. 


Even though your staff may be smaller than the minimum of 30 
covered by the Fire Watchers Order, you still need a fire party to 
take turns going on watch, and all to be there at call to deal with 
incendiaries. 


If your staff is too small to provide a fire party alone, or if yours 
is a one- or two-man business, you should combine with your 
neighbours, making arrangements to keep watch in turn; those 


who are not ‘on watch being on their own premises, ready for 
a call, » 


ALL HOUSEHOLDERS, BUSINESSMEN, SHOPKEEPERS, 
OTHER EMPLOYERS! | 


see that your house, shop or office building— 
(i) is easy to enter quickly if a fire breaks out } 
(i) has a rake, to drag a bomb off the roof or away 
from anything inflammable ; 
(iii) has a supply of sand and water handy, and. 
) 


where they are easily seen; 
(iv) has a ladder available or near by; 
(v) has its attic or top floor cleared of inflammable 
material. 
Your warden or the fire brigade will tell you how . 
to set about getting stirrup pump and sandbags, 
and anything else you want to know. 


ALL’ FIRE PARTIES! 


Get a stirrup hand pump if you can. Large numbers 
are being issued to local authorities for this purpose. 


Get two or three sandbags, three parts filled, which are very 
useful for smothering bombs. 


This is urgent work, for the defence of your home or 
your business, and the community in which you live. 


Act at once. See your warden. 
Form your fire party immediately. 


FALL IN, THE FIRE PARTIES! 


Issued by the Ministry of Home Security. 


In EMERGENCY darkness induces panic Protect your 


home against the risk of mains failure BE PREPARED! 


Primarily designed for A.R.P. Shelters, it is equally 
invaluable in the Home—for lighting the Hall, the 
Sick-room or NURSERY. Being PORTABLE, it can be 
carried from room to room, and is ideal for Caravan 
or Camp; Garage or Workshop. 


The ““SHELTALAMP”’ is constructed of 22 
gauge STEEL, and is fitted with reversible handle for 
use as a Pendant or Table Lamp or Lantern. 


It incorporates the celebrated Varley patent 
New Process DRY Accumulator which is the only 
SAFE accumulator to use under war conditions. 


It contains @ NO Free Acid @ NO Jelly Acid 
@ NO Plates to buckle or disintegrate @ NO Poisonous 
Fumes @ Can be carried and discharged in ANY 
position and WILL CONTINUE TO FUNCTION EVEN 
AFTER SEVERE CONCUSSION. 


Can be re-charged over and over again, and is 
CHEAPER TO MAINTAIN THAN A PARAFFIN LAMP 


/ | \ 


As Pendant Lamp 


TE “SHELTALAMP” 


has been tested and approved by Council 
and A.R.P. Authorities, and is being in- 
stalled in Public Institutions throughout 
the Country. 


As Wall Bracket Lamp 


Type SL/120: 10 Amp. Hour Capacity, 
giving approx. 16 hours CONTINUOUS 
Light, per charge” - 35/- Complete 
Type SL/140: 20 Amp. Hour Capacity, 
giving approx. 33 Hours CONTINUOUS 
As Table Lame Light, per charge - 39/6 Complete 


Distributed by NATIONAL ELECTRIC CO., 53, Lampton Road, HOUNSLOW, Middx. 


7 


An. Appeal. for. Personal Service from the Minister’ of . 
~~ Home Security, The R, Hon. Herhert Morrison, M.P. 
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This is an urgent call to national | service. Under any heavy air 
attack, your home, business” premises, and city or town are 
seriously : threatened by fire. _The enemy generally begins. his 
raids by dropping great ntimbers of incendiary bombs, — The Fire 
Brigades want your help to deal with them. : | 


Every. one of those bombs, if-it starts a fire that takés hold, 
‘not only destroys a house or buildings, but makes a target for 


high explosives, ee Ra ips ites Se oe 


- 


The ‘incendiaries must be watched for, “ spotted aS soon as 
they land, and dealt with. before. they can start a-fire that 

ukes hold. In.this work every household, every shop, store, 
office, institution and factory. must play its part. 
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BUSINESSMEN, SHOPKEEPERS, EMPLOYERS! 


If yours is a business subject to the Fire Watchers Order, you are 
bound to have someone ‘on watch, 'but in addition you should 
have on your preiises each night’fire parties, ready to deal with 
incendiaries as they fall. You must be sure that no part of your 
premises could catch fire without it being known at once, and 
without someone being there to deal with the fire. 


Even though your staff may be smaller than the minimum of 30 
_ covered by the Fire Watchers Order, you still need a fire party to 


take turns going on watch, and all to be there at call to deal with 
incendiaries. 


If your staff is too small to provide a fire party alone, or if yours 
is a one- or two-man business, you should combine with your 
neighbours, making arrangements to keep watch in turn; those 


who are not on watch being on their own premises, ready for 
a call, 


ALL HOUSEHOLDERS, BUSINESSMEN, SHOPKEEPERS, 
OTHER EMPLOYERS! 


See that your house, shop or office building— 


(i) is easy to enter quickly if a fire breaks out} 
(11) has a rake, to drag a bomb off the roof or away 
from anything inflammable ; | 
-(iii) has a supply of sand and water handy, and 
where they are easily seen; 
(iv) has a ladder available or near by; 
v) has its attic or top floor cleared of inflammable 
material. 


Your warden or the fire brigade will tell you how 
to set about getting stirrup pump and sROGD AGS | 
and anything else you want to know, | 


ALL FIRE PARTIES! 


' Get a stirrup hand pump if you can. Large numbers 
are being issued to local authorities for this purpose. 


Get two or three sandbags, three parts filled, which are very 
useful for smothering bombs. 


@Quessscess 


This is urgent work, for the defence of your home or 
your business, and the community in which you live. 


Act at once. See your warden. 
Form your fire party immediately. 


d FALL IN, THE FIRE PARTIES! 


_—_————— 
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i WAR LIBRAWY, 


32)/°BLACKOUT BLINDS *” ” 
INEXPENSIVE—SIMPLE TO FIX—EASY TO USE 


Made from stout impregnated paper, these blinds 
are fully LIGHT PROOF, WATER AND WEATHER 
RESISTANT and will stand up to HARD SERVICE. 


Moderate in price, these blinds will enable you to re- 
place any temporary blackout arrangements at little cost. 


MAKE YOUR BLACKOUT EASY 


AND FULLY DEPENDABLE 


Limited Stocks ONLY at these prices 
Standard Sizes 


8x 66 inches 2/3 - post 6d. 
24 [o., 40° « , = 
30x66 ,, 3/- - _,, 6d. 
36x72 , 3/6 - _,, 6d. 
42x72 ,, 4/3 *carriage 7d. 
48x72 ,, 4/6 ' 
54x72 , 5/- 
———t 60x72 ., 5 a 
Free delivery within the —_ min. TH «. = 


radius of our vans or | *To nearest goods station England or 
*carriage paid on orders Wales. 


of 40/- to nearest ial sizes 
ibe eee ead Quotations for specia 


or Wales. on request 


WM. WHITELEY LTD. 


STATIONERY DEPARTMENT 


QUEENSWAY, LONDON, W 2 
BAYSWATER 1234 
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WAR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY 


The District Valuer Inland Revenue, ve toa 


the receipt of claim dated 


45126 12/40 702 


WAR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY. 
The District Valuer. Inland Revenue, begs to ack 


the receipt of claim dated 
45126 dee 702 
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= / “BLACKOUT BLINDS ©’ * 
INEXPENSIVE—SIMPLE TO FIX—EASY TO USE 


: Made from stout impregnated paper, these blinds 
: are fully LIGHT PROOF, WATER AND WEATHER 
RESISTANT and will stand up to HARD SERVICE. 


Moderate in price, these blinds will enable you to re- 
place any temporary blackout arrangements at little cost. 


MAKE YOUR BLACKOUT EASY 
AND FULLY DEPENDABLE 


Limited Stocks ONLY at these prices 
Standard Sizes 


Width-Length 


RTY. e 


, to acknowledge 


eo | 18 x 66 inches 2/3 - post 6d. 
cupeeie~coReRU Ragone: 24x 66 ,, 2/9 se » 6d. 
| meeee 4. Sle +5 a & 
| 36 a 72 99 3/6 a 9 6d. 


hed 


42x72 ,, 4/3 *carriage 7d. 
Lime eke ow 2«S4x72~«C,: «OS/- » 8d. 
De eS A eS SON 72 ss 5 / 3 o» 8d. 
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Free delivery within the ys Ee y Sa 7 / 1 ne > 


we radius of our vans or *To nearest goods station England or 
*carriage paid on orders Wales. 


of 40/- or over to nearest ns for spe cial sizes 
, Goods Station in England Quotatio 4 


| or Wales. on request : 


WM. WHITELEY LTD. 


Y DEPARTMENT 
o acknowledge | STATIONER 


: QUEENSWAY, LONDON, W 2 
BAYSWATER 1234 


Serial No. 


z 4 | 


ee 


39" p hockam 


oF e 


WAR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY. 


The District Valuer Inland Revenue, begs to acknowledge 


the receipt of claim dated......9 Ae 19 sale 


45126 12/40 702 


S43 | 


WAR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY. 


The District Valuer, Inland Revenue, begs to acknowledge 


the receipt of claim dated............ iH Lo] $0. ci ounnni a 


45126 12/40 702 
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SHEFIELDS21 JAN 1941 


Me Vaughan } 

Mr Gerdner 128s . 20th, 24th, 28th. 

Mies Steniferth 190 ‘uery. Aet,; Sth, 9th, isth, 17th, 
Eiil 192 Zist, 25th. 

Jennings 196 

Norledge 19s Fanuaer’ Z2lst, 25th, 29th. 

Semper 200 bruar’ 2nd, 6th, 10th, 14th, 18th, 

Bradley. 204 | 22nd, 26th. 

Bradley 204 

Crewwell . 206 uary . 22nd, 26th, 30th. 

Dew 208 februsa Srd, "th, iith, 15th, 19th, 

Sales. 210 | 2ord, 2ith. 


8 Scaife 212 

214 fonuery. 25rd, 27th, Slst. 
Par _-) @36  . February. 4th, Sth, 18th, 16th, 20th, 
Atkinson =—=«. 218 24th, 28th. 
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Stirrup Pump at 190, 198, 218. 
Long Shovel at 192, 218. 
Fire Hydrant in front of 104. 


important that the back entrance to cach 
Peni te left wfastened. 


_ - Phone number ef A.R.P. Post 45077. 
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FIRE SPOTTING 
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—— 


On top of a 14 &bus, at about 5 o'clo&k, 
somewhere between Piccadiily Circus and Putney. Woman 


of about 25, © class opens conversation with her friend 


"We've got so many rire spotters round our way 
that there'won't be enough incendiaries to 

go round.” 

g i 


They both went on to discuss the systems 
being started in their districts. One mentioning two 


peonvle vatvolling 


ct 


he streets. And finished talking 


about the subject by discussing how to deal with 


’ ey e 
an incendiary. 
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THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF KENSINGTON 


Notice to Owners of Business Premises. 


The Fire Prevention (Business Premises) Order. 1941. 


Local Authorities have been requested to bring to the notice of those concerned the provisions of the 
above Order which was applied to the Borough of Kensington on the 22nd instant, and set out below are the 
main provisions ot the Order which atfect you. 


The Order applies to all business premises uniess the occupier uses them partly as his dwelling house _ 
as well as for the purpose of his businéss7__‘““Business premises’? means any premises occupied wholly or partly 
for the purpose oi any business, trade or profession. 


The Order requires every occupier of business premises to ‘‘make proper and adequate arrangements for 
the purpose of securing that fires occuring at the premises as the result of hostile attack will be immediately 
detected and dealt with.’ 


he occupier is: required before making any such arrangements to consult with the persons working - 
at the premises or with their representatives. 
The arrangements shall secure :— 


a) That an adequate number of persons for the purpose of discharging fire prevention duties are 
at ail times present at the premises (Note :—'’Fire prevention duties’’ involves watching for incen- 
diary bombs, taking immediate steps to combat fires caused by such bombs, summoning the necessary 
assistance either by telepnoning direct to the Fire Brigade or by notifying a Warden or the Police 
and being ready to perform these duties) 


(5) That specified fire prevention duties shall be allotted to those persons; and 
(c) That adequate equipment for the purpose shall always be available there. 


the occupier is required, not later than Sth February, 1941, to notify in writing to the Kensington 
Borough Council the arrangements made by him and the Council may approve (with a without modifica- 
tions) or disapprove the arrangements; the occupier is obliged to carry out the arrangements as approved. 
ihe notification should be addressed to the A.R.P. Officer, Town Hall, Kensington, W.8., and the envelope 
marked ‘‘Fire Prevention’. 


With certain excepticns, occupiers of factory premises in which more than thirty persons work are to 
notify their proposals to the Minister of Labour and National Service instead of to the Council. 


It is permissible for the occupiers of several premises in the same building or in adjoining or neigh- 
bouring premises to make joint arrangements and to notify the Council accordingly. 


To enable occupiers to carry out these obligations the Order makes it compulsory for all male persons 
working at the premises, who are British subjecis “not less than eighteen but under sixty years of age, to take 
turns of fire prevention duty at the premises, unless the occupier makes such alternative arrangements (as, 
for example, the employment of paid fire fighters) as may be approved by the Council. The male employees 
referred to above are required to undertake the duties outside their working hours for not more than forty-eight 
hours per month; the duties are to be shared equally amongst them; they are not entitled to remuneration for 
this additional work; members of the Home Guard and Constables are exempt; employees who hold a certifi- 
cate from a Local Authoriy that befcre the 18th January, 1941 they had undertaken to perform Civil Defence 
duties for not less than forty-eight hours per month are exempt from these fire prevention duties so long as 

they continue to perform the Civil Defence duties; provision is made for applications for exemption from these 

duties to a Tribunal on the ground of medical unfitness or exceptional hardship; this Tribunal will probably be 
the Military Service Hardship Committee appointed for the District under the National Service (Armed Forces) 
Act, 1939. 


The occupier may, not later than the 5th February, 1941, report in wriling to the Council that he is 
unable to make such arrangements, stating why he is unable. 


The Council may thereuvon :— 
) Admit the occupier’s inability; or 
Notify him that they are not satisfied of h's inability; or 


(c) Direct him and the occupiers of adjoining or neighbouring premises or premises in the same building 
to make joint arrangements for all those premises. 


If the Council notify the occupier that they are satified of his inability to make the necessary arrange- 
ments, they will themselves make such arrangements and it will be the duty of the occupier to take all 


steps necessary to carry out the arrangements and to comply with any directions given by the Council with 
respect thereto. 


If the Fire Watchers Order, 1940, applies to your premises, it will cease to apply to them as from the 
date on which the arrangements referred to above are approved or other arrangements made by the Council. 


Any Constable or any person authorised in writing by the Council may at any time enter and inspect 
the premises to see whether the Order is being complied with. 


Failure to comply with the requirements of the Order is an offence against the Defence Regulations. 


No hard and fast rule can be laid down with regard to what should be considered adequate arrange- 
ments as it will be appreciated that the lay-out of premises and structure of buildings must be taken into 
consideration by personal inspection. 


In order to facilitate the examination of the occupiers’ proposals you are requested to fill in the enclosed 
form and return it to reach the Town Hall not later than February 5th, 1941, | 
F, WEBSTER, 


28th January, 1941. Ti 


* : . ni a \- 
| FORM F/5. 


~~ THE ROYAL. BOROUGH OF KENSINGTON ~ 


FIRE PREVENTION (BUSINESS PREMISES) ORDER, 1941 


Application for Approval of Local Authority under Article 2(4) 


PART 1. 


(1) Name of Occupier 


(2) Address 


(3} Nature of business 
(4) Brief description of building — size, roof area, etc. 


(5) Is there any exceptional risk of fire or explosion ? 


contents of a warehouse. 


(6) otal number of persons between the ages of 18 and 60 working on the premises : 


(1) Male 


*eeeee#es#ee#esese#ee#e#srhees#te#e# *# 


(ii) Female 


PART Ii. 


Particulars of fire precautions, 


(1) Number of employees performing rota of fire prevention duties 


(2) Average hours per month undertaken by each 


(3) Number who have received |.B. training 


(4) Number on duty at one time 


(5) Have persons working at premises been consulted about fire 


prevention arrangements ? 


(6) Equipment available 


CHS SSHSHSHSHSHSHSSHSHEHSHHHSHHHSH HHH HHO OLA MHOMOASCHHHAOOMMOC CC CE EEO ROBES ® 


lf so, give particulars, e.g. of - 


(7) Full particulars of general plan for fire prevention — including details of instructions 
given to those on duty. 


(8): Has your plan been previously submitted and approved ? 


Signature of Occupier | 


Remarks of Inspecting Officer 


Date | ee Signature 


* Approved 
* Approved subject to modification set out below 


Town Clerk 


Modifications (if any) to which approval is subject 


* Cross out whichever line is inapplicable. 


This Form must be completed and returned to 


THE A.R.P. OFFICE, 
T H 
; iis OWN HALL 
KENSINGTON, W.8. 


on or before FEBRUARY P@éh. 
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4. "ARE You FIRE CONSCIOUS? 


2. Do you know how to tackle an Incendiary 
Bomb? 


rlave you formed a fire party with your 
“neighbours, if not are you prepared to 
do so? ? 


you keep a supply of water and sand in 
the house? 


Do you leave the key with your neighbour 
or at the nearest Warden’s Post when 
your house is empty? 


CAN YOU REPLY YES TO ALL THESE QUESTIONS? 
IF NOT YOU ARE INCURRING UNNECESSARY RISKS. 


" Many fires are caused by enemy raiders because 
simple precautions are not taken. 


# J ask tor your assistance as householders, this 1s very 
important. 


Your Warden will be calling to see you to give advice 
and arrange fire fighting parties and training. Before 
he calls make sure that the answer to all the above 


questions is YES! 
J. G. WAINE, Chief Warden. 
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City of CHestminster 


AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS 
TRAINING CENTRE, MONCK STREET, S.W.1 


PROTECTIVE CLOTHING (Lecture Notes) 


Owing to the great powers of penetration by Mustard and 
Lewisite, Decontamination and other Personnel must be protected. 


Ordinary clothing is rapidly penetrated by these gases. No 
pre-treatment of the skin is available. 


OILSKIN CLOTHING—most suitable—offers resistance for a 
long period. 


PROTECTIVE CLOTHING OUTFIT—Jacket, Trousers, Rub- 
ber Boots to the knee, Gloves, Hood, Respirator. 


AIRTIGHT FITTING—Most important. 


UNDERCLOTHING—Pants, Vests and Socks. 


The suit is exhausting when worn for long periods—Do not 
put it on till it is necessary. 


ORDER OF DRESSING—A trained Dresser is necessary. 
(1) Attend to the wants of Nature. 
(2) Remove own Clothing. 
(3) Put on clean underclothing and socks. 
(4) Trousers \ Arrange trousers in “plus four” style 
(5) Boots over tops of boots. 
(6) Jacket. 
(7) Respirator (Alert position). 
(8) Gloves. 
(9) Headgear. 
(10) Hood (if necessary). 


After a period of work in a “ gassed area’ worker must be 
regarded as contaminated and not attempt to undress but wait 
for this to be carried out by a trained ‘‘ Undresser.”’ 


c ] 


ORDER OF UNDRESSING BY A TRAINED UNDRESSER. 


1) Worker steps into “ bleach tray ” to treat boots. 

Hood (if worn). 

Gloves. 

Respirator if G.S. (C.D. can remain). 

Open Coat—take it off backwards. 

Let trousers down-—-sit on form—raise legs, boots are 
now removed and afterwards the trousers—legs 
and feet are kept raised. Worker then swings round 
on form to the other side. 

(7) Remove C.D. Respirator (if worn). 
(8) Stand up and remove underclothing and pass on 
to the showerbath. 


NOTE.—As clothing and equipment is removed it is put into 
airtight bins :-— 

(a) Respirator. 
b) Clothing. 
c) Boots. 
d) Steel Helmet. 
e) Underclothing. 


( 
( 
( 
( 


C. RATCLIFF, 
Chief Instructor. 


PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 
ALHAMBRA HOUSE, 
27-33, CHARING CROSS ROAD, W.C.2. 


~ March, 1940. 
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City of GHestminster. 


AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS 
TRAINING CENTRE, MONCK STREET, S.W.1 


INCENDIARY BOMBS AND 


FIRE FIGHTING HINTS 
(Lecture Notes) 


The Kilo Magnesium (Electron) 
Incendiary Bomb 


General Description. 


The bomb consists of a tube 9 inches long and 2 inches in 
diameter, made of an alloy of magnesium and aluminium. It is 
fitted with a stabilising tail 5 inches long and is filled with priming 
composition of thermite. Practically the whole of the bomb is 
of incendiary material. It weighs about 2 lb. 2 oz. 


The priming composition burns for 40-50 seconds at 2,500 deg. C. 
and this ignites the magnesium, which burns for 10-15 minutes at. 
1,300 deg. C. At first the bomb burns very violently and pieces 
of molten magnesium may be thrown as far as 50 feet. 


From one to two thousand of these bombs can be carried in 
an aeroplane and would probably be dropped from a great height 
(over 5,000 feet) in order to obtain maximum velocity (350 feet 
per second). They are released in containers each holding 10 to 
20 bombs. The bombs spread out as they fall and a group would 
be distributed over an area of about 100 yards square. 


It is estimated that about 8 per cent. of bombs dropped would 
cause fires in buildings. 


From 5,000 feet or over a bemb is likely to penetrate any 
normal slated or tiled roof. 


The following materials, however, are proof against penetration 
by impact :— 
Mild steel plate } inch thick. 


One layer of sandbags (closely laid). 
34-4 inches reinforced concrete. 


The following materials, amongst others, will protect against 
burning :— 
Earth or dry sand 2 inches thick. 
Foamed slag 2 inches thick. 
Asphalt (certain types) about # inch thick. 
Household ash 2% inches thick. 


Fires may be caused by— 

(a) Spluttering.—In early stages fragments of incandescent 
material are scattered over a wide area; these are likely to set fire 
to curtains, carpets, etc. 

(b) Direct heat of molten magnesium.—This will set fire to 
floor or whatever it rests upon. 


(c) Radiated Heat.—Inflammable material near the bomb may , 
be set on fire bv heat radiated: | 


Precautions to be taken. 


(a) Remove ail inflammable materials such as carpets, bedding, 
lumber, etc., from attics and roof spaces. 

(6) Fire-proof roof timbering—a simple way is to apply two 
coats of lime-wash. 


(c) Arrange for easy access to roof spaces and attics. 


(d) Two inches of dry sand or foamed slag spread over attic floor, 
sheets of iron or asbestos. (If these methods are adopted advice 
should be sought as to the stability of the building to withstand the 
extra loading.) 


Method of Control. 

Spray Method.—Water can be applicd by a special spray 
nozzle which will accelerate the rate of burning of the bomb to such 
an extent that it will burn out in two to four minutes instead of the 
normal 10-15 minutes. The nozzlecan also be operated to distribute 
a jet of watcr for a considerable distance (30 ft.) and this could be 
employed for putting out material ignited by burning fragments of 
the bomb. This spray and Jet can be successfully operated by a 
stirrup pump. Two, or perhaps three, persons are required to 
do this. 

Sand Method.—The burning of the bomb can be controlled 
by heaping dry sand or earth on it, scooping it up with a long- 
handled shovel and placing 1t into a metal container half filled with 
sand. An approved appliance for this purpose is the ‘“ Redhill 
Container.” 

In addition, it is advisable to have a hurricane lamp and an axe 
as additional equipment. 


OTHER TYPES OF INCENDIARY BOMBS 
Multiple Effect Bomb. 

This type of bomb 1s likcly to be used against definite objectives. 
When the bomb lands, smaller incendiary units are erupted from 
it over a wide area. 

The bomb may weigh about 25 lbs. and is fitted with a steel 
nose for penetration. 


The incendiary units may be phosphorus or magnesium, | 


Thermite Bomb. 
This type of bomb is not likely to be used, because it does not 
generate as much heat as the magnesium bomb and is not so effective. 


Petrol Bomb. 

This type of bomb requires a great deal of dead weight. The kilo 
petrol bomb contains only one pint of petrol. Petrol ts easier to 
extinguish. 


Phosphorus Bomb. 


This type of bomb 1s not a good incendiary agent. The flame is 
comparatively cool and casily extinguished with sand or water. 
Note.—It re-ignites when dry. 


FIRE FIGHTING HINTS. 


Fires started by an incendiary bomb are more important than 
the bomb itself. 


The following notes will be found useful in fighting a fire— 
they are for general guidance and apply to peace as well as war-time. 


Closed Doors. 


A closed door is valuable—it will hold back smoke and hot 
gases and check the passage of flamcs for a considerable time. 
It will restrict the movement of air currents and thereby lessen 
the rate of burning. When doors of a room on fire are left open, 
the intensity of the fire increases ; staircases and passages act as 


flues, and, as a result, the fire will rapidly spread all over the 
building. 


In cases where the fire has spread over the building, and, for 
the moment, escape is not possible, it is safer—whilst waiting for 
help—to remain in a closed room rather than on a staircase or in 
a passage. Many lives have been lost by disregarding this rule. 


Searchins a House. 


When searching the whole of a house, start at the top and work 
down to the lower floors. 


Movement. 


It is often possible to move across a floor, or down stairs which 
have been weakened by the effects of fire, by keeping close to the 
wall. If you have to crawl downstairs, come down feet first. 
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Smoke. 


Most fires set up smoke—the amount depending largely upon 
the material which is burning. Air near the floor will be com- 
paratively free from smoke and will be cooler. If a room 1s full 
of smoke, always crawl with the mouth as near to the floor as 
possible—the air will be purer, one can see better and there is not 
the same danger of falling over things. 


Opening Doors. 


If you have to open a door when there may be a fire on the 
other side, and the door opens towards you, place one foot about 
3 inches from the opening edge. The door will be checked after 
a few inches swing; you will be protected by the door itself and 
can shut it again if necessary. The need for this precaution may 
be appreciated when it is stated that hot gases in a room on fire 
can develop a pressure on a door of 5 lbs. to the square foot. If 
the door is not checked, it will burst open, and flames, smoke 
and hot air may overcome anyone who is on the other side. 


Rescuing an Insensible Person. 


It is not easy to lift an insensible person heavier than oneself, 
and carrying involves the maximium danger in smoke,-both from 
suffocation and falling. To move an imnsensible person, turn 
him on to his back on the floor; tie his wrists together; kneel 
across him and place your head through the loop formed by his 
arms. Then you can crawl with him on hands and knees, although 
he may be heavier than yourself. 


To Move an Insensible Person Downstairs. 


Lay him on his back, head downwards on the stairs; place 
your hands under his armpits so that his head rests on the crook 
of your arm and allow him to slide down. 


Clothing on Fire. 


Never allow a person whose clothes are on fire to remain standing 
foramoment. Fatalities nearly always arise from shock of burning 
about the face and head. If the person tries to run, trip him up 
at once. Roll him on the floor or in a coat or blanket 1f you have 
one handy. If your own clothes catch fire, clap your hands over 
your mouth and lie down and roll. 


Escaping Through a Window. 


Should you have to escape from a building by a window and 
you have no rope or even sheets joined together—do not jump. 
Sit on the window-sill with your legs outside, turn over and slide 
out till you have a finger grip on the edge of the window-sill and 
then let go. The drop will be reduced by the length of your reach 
and body. 


To Lower a Person from a Window. 


The lowering of the heaviest person can be made relatively 
easy by using a rope in contact with the window-sill and controlling 
it under the instep. It would be weil to interpose a coat or 
something of that description between the rope and the window-sill. 


NoTE.—Escape from a window should only be attempted 
as a last resort. 


Extinguishing a Fire. 


A small pumping appliance, such as the stirrup hand-pump, 
should extinguish a fire in any one room if used with promptitude 
and intelligence. You should attack the heart of the fire from 
fairly close range, say—at the most—25 feet. If the fire is inside 
the room, keep the door closed till the appliances are in position 
and ready to operate. Do not open up a floor or cut away: woodwork 
to get at the fire until you are ready to attack it. 


It is possible that a fire may travel under a floor, behind match- 
| boarding, or up a shaft—strict attention should be given to these 
points. 


wcities beeliin _saeiaaidnae india 7 


Remembcr, there is more than one side to every fire—attack 
may be difficult on one side but easier on another. 


NoTE.—A hat worn well forward gives some protection to 
the forehead against heat ; thus allowing closer approach to the 
fire. 


C. RATCLIFF, 
Chief Instructor. 


PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 
ALHAMBRA HOUvusE, 
31, CHARING Cross RoAp, W.C,2, 
June, 1940, 


FIRE FIGHTING INSTRUCTION REPORT. 12.241 


Westminster. — 7690 P.Mme 


Ce ee 


Inve attended a fire-fighting demonstration for the public 
at A.R.P. Depot,Monk Str.Hosferry Rd.,S.W.l. 


pemonstration twice daily,l0.0 a.m. and 3.350 p.m. 


Advertised throughout borough by biils stuck on hoardings,walls, 
notice=-boards etce 


Description. 


| 


T y* e Lf “~ ” o 7 | Qo ° & 
uecturer; Me 40.8. Spoke like a professional lecturer, 


very glibly. ‘Talked straight through for 25 minttes on mechanics 
and chemical compositmon of the firebomb,its action,what to be 
wary of,how to put it out with sandbag , how to work a stirrup pump. 
Whole given in great detail - which seemed to Inv. un-necessary and 
imoracticable for the audience to comprehend. 

fifteen minutes od demonstration fo.lowed.o Instructor 
out out fires in a tin hut with the pump. He warned sudience to 
carry their gas-masks always,saying: "We are asked to tell you to 
carry your respirators alwayS, If this invasion stunt hapvens, 
he'll vrobably use it. ‘Your respirator will give you protection 
against all known ;:ases.¥* 


nes 


Audiencee 7 F.C. 
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D. females were shop girls,20 -25,other women middle aged. 
I man 25,others micdle aged. 


Only one person took notes - a female A, Others watched 


lecturer intented,but gave Inv. imptession that they were taking 
litile in. 


During demonstration young girls regarded in asa joke 
and gig:led and chattered. 


No questions asked. Seven carried gas-masks. 
Theyapplauded at the finish and left with common-place 


remarks; "Tts just a Matter of no 


FIRE FIGHTING INSTRUCTION REPORT. 2.2.41 


Westminstere Dee 


remarks; "Its just a matter of knowing how." "Interesting wasn't 
it ." "Now we know,don't we.) 


General Impression. 


Audience silent and couldn't have taken it all ine The 
A.Females took it very seriously and importantly. Impression 
negative. 
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HOW TO PROTECT 
YOUR HOME, YOUR BUSINESS 
(NOM OY 


An Appeal for Personal Service from the Minister of 
Home Security, The Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, M.P. 


This is an urgent call to national service. Under any heavy air 
attack, your home, business premises, and city or town are 
seriously threatened by fire. The enemy generally begins his 
raids by dropping great numbers of incendiary bombs. The Fire 
Brigades want your help to deal with them. 


Every one of those bombs, if it starts a fire that. takes hold, 
not only destroys a house or buildings, but makes a target for 
high explosives. 


The incendiaries must be watched for, “ spotted ’’ as soon as 
they land, and dealt with before they can start a fire that 
takes hold. In this work nl household, every shop, store, 
office, institution and factory m@st play its part, 


HOUSEHOLDERS! 


Every group of houses should ‘have its fire party °° every party; 
keeping watch over its own group of houses, their gardens, and 
the roadway ; the members making their own arrangements to 
watch in turn during alerts. © 


If you are the head of the household, call your family together 

and make up your minds which of you will volunteer for 

membership of the fire party, and will take training. One at least 

should serve. If two or three can do so, all the-better. It lessens 
the burden on others, and helps to make up for empty houses and 

for households where all the members are elderly or infirm, or are 
_ night workers. 


Women) as well as men, are Sen ore of the Civil. Defence Force, 
‘Women! should: consider whether they can become members of 
fire parties. Many thousands will no doubt do s so.. We are all of 
us 23 this fight for bety, and —- : P.T.O. 


BUSINESSMEN, SHOPKEEPERS, EMPLOYERS! 


If yours is a business subject to the Fire. Watchers Order, you are 
bound to have someone on watch, but in addition you should 
have on your premises each night fire parties, ready to deal with 
incendiaries as they fall. You must be sure that no part of your 
premises could catch fire without it being known at once, and 
without someone being there to deal with the fire. 


Even though your staff may be smaller than the minimum of 30 
covered by the Fire Watchers Order, you still need a fire party to 
take turns going on watch, and all to be there at call to deal with 
incendiaries. | 

If your staff is too small to provide a fire party alone, or if yours 
is a one- or two-man business, you should combine with your 
neighbours, making arrangements to keep watch in turn; those 


who are not on watch being on their own premises, ready for 
a call. 


ALL HOUSEHOLDERS, BUSINESSMEN, SHOPKEEPERS, 
OTHER EMPLOYERS! : 


see that your house, shop or office building— 


(i) is easy to enter quickly if a fire breaks out } 
(ii) has a rake, to drag a bomb off the roof or away 
from anything inflammable ; 
(iii) has a. supply of sand and water handy, and 
where they are easily seen; 


) 
(iv) has a ladder available or near by; 
(v) has its attic or top floor cleared of inflammable 
material. : ee 
Your warden or the fire brigade will tell you how 
to set about getting sti#rup pump and sandbags, 
and anything else you want to know. 


ALL FIRE PARTIES! | 
Get a stirrup hand pump- if you ean. Large numbers 
are being issued to- local authorities for this purpose. 


Get two or three sandbags, three parts filled, which are very | 
useful for smothering bombs. 


This is urgent work, for the defence of your home or 
your business, and the community in which: you live. 


Act at - once. See your warden. 
Form your fire party immediately. 


FALL IN, THE FIRE PARTIES! 


_Issued by the Ministry of Home Security. 
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Bo all residents of Glegg Place, 


At a meeting held at 24 Queen Lane last 
Sundav Morning it was decided that the residents 
of Quill Lane, should for the safety and protection 
of their homes, organise a fire varty, and "Look Out" 
to patrol the line from 7 p.m. till 7 aem. each 
night. 


We decided to ask the residents of 
Glegeg Place to come into the “cheme,. 
The patrol will consist of two men, during 
their period of duty they may, if conditions 
permit, be in their homes, but when enemy planes 
are heard in this vicinity, they will be expected 
to be in the lane, re dy to deal with any Bergen 
emergency. Should five bombs be dropped in this 
Vicinity they would summons assistance and 
would endeavour to put the fires out. 


At the moment we have 24 Volunteers 
Much equipment such as Stirrup pumps, rakes, 
shovels, protective clothing, ladders, etc. will be 
required and it was decided to ask all house- 
holcers to contribute 6d. per week to get same. 
These contributions will be handed to Ir. W, 
Jeffrey, 22a, Queill Lane. 


Attached is a separate sheet and 
Volunteers are asked to sign their names and 
each house-holder is asked’ to state whether they 
are willing to contribute 6d. a week. 


When you have read and sign will you kindly pass this 
on to your nest door neighbour. Will you kindly 
circulate this sheet and return same to 

Mr, Pankhurst, 24, Quill Lane. 
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EALING FIRE WATCHING 


ORGANISATION 


MEETING 


will be held in the 


DRAYTON SCHOOL 


DRAYTON GREEN 
At 8 p.m. 


On Friday, August 15th, 1941 


TO DISCUSS THE  FIRE-WATCHING 
ARRANGEMENTS IN YOUR AREA 


The Civil Defence Committee consider that the present 


' arrangements in many streets: are far from satisfactory, — 


and it is imperative that residents should attend the Meeting. 


MORE RECRUITS MUST BE OBTAINED 


And the organisation improved. 


Remember Mr. Churchill's warning that we must 
be ready for the Autumn. 
R. H. WANKLYN, 


Town Hall, Town Clerk and Controller. 
Ealing, W.5. 


King & Hutchings. Ltd., P:inters, Gazette Office, Ealing. 


~e 
, 


Be 


7 
a 95s 


FR ABM REO) ARNE Sa LR RRA 2 MeO bE EN: 2A acne 1 NST ATM i Meh a eee ee ee ‘ ee Cent 


: J . ‘ en Se nat Ns a oe Mees weit oat No (ihe ne. Pee ee ie ene 
OPI dg ae fm diate Seals rt pag en , eres 3 RR * « a oe 0g AN re te meg ha . — 
¢ ™/ 
7 


Pen my metere at ANN cio F lrlepraalp heal 
LNA IRR OR re eR Ne oat Gh ah” SAR Basing 


ee ie P DOT Ne OP NRE OR re Rep scene me bash 7 


~ 


60S tig eer Onn Aes.) WRN A ‘ BO ON tps AS SO et oe Tie bape 


te ek Nl Re re fin 


Sl ee ee eee . . . ne PNR erm nee ire 


Ge 


P 458 % $ 
Seine alah. ointeeneilttadehbmentiansta nates amen ots oop ae eee 
y r 


Sa oe om bere 


ee Re ee oe 


AP Nn EE US ema me . . . ee ce ei nn en ey 


ee ee ee es 


SA OR OR NN NN al NNO Re PN NE get oe 


a eee 


Re eee hh 


bh 
bent) 
a 


lige 


‘ Ade Lit 
Sa ee 


Toe Lemon amartont 


hepburn. + he pad Ruck” ane heh He 
danny; Rasele, Ruvole, fusole. Jmerar gare 0 guile; 
Athen. ak task tak tw be headut Aud 
SO eA ey Oa In urdwel 
wantin niente pet 


| Stadio Joa ath’) 
a3 ean ha gr hain ed 


fener dard Lr hI nanrdinr devy tn Uniden y 2 


giles. 0 conflagaltion? Oemblagatin isa gt fin 


Fama. Wak © trarrbodini man Ane asleed de bt am 


| “1 POL Ada a 
thin Wade” ditinak 2° Rihanna tie Pinar. 
Balter.” abla oe om slg. 


wm be 


ae 


Se ne een MRI senate 


a NE REEL 


ow 


OE Me Nt I ent 


a ag APO me Se “A " ek PSF, 


bi a 


TER =. 


PI 


ae 


= 


is 


= 


ee 


7 


Re tt Pee a an rm RE tina sats 


Pn” 
Vea only ae 
> 


e 


Pile ce 


mee pee 


he: 8. 


het NS tae eR ro le et I a ep 


SRNR ON mS A he 


SO RNR TE ON MEE 6 Sees 


me we TR ey De eR retin potty ee A me ae EB. uN 


< AR A A NECN NG ety <A ROI eS ARNE ln til a i agama: 


OT CES ete eben ee rt 


Pct ms aN RR mar 


em La ey 6 bennett eter a " - ~e NO NE ee opremmen eee: ~ 


_ 
ee ee 


~ 


‘euies ¢ : se 
mt ae sea, 
“ te BAe Laas 


eA Senna me rte a te acai 


ME 


ee 


ee ee ere 


2 RE ANN PDS tli 


ee 


ae ER A 


sh 


‘Ss 
eS 


as 


Me, 
° 
hg 


» 


- 
7 


. 


Bit eae 
3 aid sate TS, 
a he ah 10 Neg 
i ik - 


4s 


yi 


VIANA AY A.. PAAAYV AALS 


PWRAL NP ADOLESC AY RE, SO sik Cre Cpa ev t NE ema aN me fl a A 


SALOON OTR RR RP ONCE EI TINTS A RNIN gp Oe St 


ee es So ee re 


« 
Ete PETIT G CO: RON RE ete 2 os AR ONT RENAE Sheth mr. 


2 OM NE I A RN A BORNE BR 7 oe ~ APN I AROS ERENT eee er tenn A mR - 


eel ee Ri et 
ee eat paths 
; ary 


Ot CON eA Ser en cea: mae 


eile ai 


2 


LAR Aes RAR iat: Ae alhotate pay: 


2 I, Ne eR le eR 


Ot mets re 


vt SOMERS CROP ee NINN iY ian ml gE gy, tl plineanaptiinadiagabiphinductiiniaihin er 


- bt rarer p = TS A ts ray Nm RN eat Ho 0 


SREB A ee 


RT IS seo when Nn Te es 


te oe 


altel the ei a 


a. CE eee Seiad sk, caeuasth date ee 


WARDENS HAVE BREN INSTRUCTED TO EXAMINE AND TEST ALL 
GAS MASKS. PLEASE BRING YOUR MASKS TO THE WARDEN 
MENTIONED BELO Y. HE WILL BE AT HOME BETWEEN 


> p.m. 
AND 6 p.m. ON SATURDAY JANUARY 25th. oe 


MR. W.C.BYRE HARTLEY MR 7. C MENSLE 
17,SPRINGPIELD AV. 58, MUS: 
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Au P.R.Gillespie. 


Warden's Post 3,North West London. 


Fire Fightinge 
XK the organization of the Supplementary Fire Fighting 
Parties in the district was the job of the wardens. But 
before they were given this task ,certain streets had already 
their fire fighting scheme in operation. They wanted no 
interference from anyonee Similarily parties that were in 
the promecess of being formed,desired to be left alone. But 
these were the exceptions, as it was only the odd street 
thathad done anything seriouseak People in the distréct had 
with they 
had little to do /incenduary bombs, and on the whole /hung 
round waiting for definite instructions from the governmente 
When official orders did come through that fire parties 
were to be formed in every road,people ne by then some idea. 
of what would have to be donee Under guidance from wardens 
they soon appointed leaders and had retas running smoothly 
within 2 very short time. As the veopie became more used 
to the organizing of theer fire parties, so they became 
mor e independent of the wardens. The wardens became more 
the intermediary beten the post and the fire fighting parties; 
they took up the position of advisors,when wanted,but othere 
wise had little or no active work with the F.F.P. At the = 
present the wardens keep in contact with the F.F.P.; they 
carry out nightly patrols during which they check up the fire 
fighters on duty and see that everything is in order, but 
otherwise the wardens do not interfere,as they feel that the 
FF. Parties ars competent as can be expected,and that they, the 
wradens, have a primary duty towards the A.R.P. In fact this 
is the official answer that they have been given to questions 
as to how much they should take part in fire watching and organ- 
izing. Most of the people in the F.*.Parties realise that the 
wardens have a far wider duty to cover, and therefore think it 
better that the wardens keep to their jobs as far as possible. 
Of course yvher 2% number of fire watchers who lookefupon the war- 


dens as a lot of loafers,and interpretdtheir thoughts by such 
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remarks ase... "Whenever you are out at night you never see a 


warden about, what do they do all the time." "They sit down 
there at that post of theirs" doing nothing as far as I can 


make oute" Another man,35 had alittle more to say when the 
wardens cropped up in a conve-sation..."I don't see why we 
shoud? bother about wardens at alle They do nothing but co 
round and worry people if there is a slight chink showing. 
Why, we could do that." Another man,60 who was fierce both 
in looks and opinions had something to say..."They sent their 
post warden up to one of we meetings, and all he did was to 
sit their and say nothing except for one or two unnecessary 


remarks. Of all the useless people to deal with,how can we 


pet anything done?" It might be interesting to note what the 


post warden had to say when he returned from that meeting; "f 
all the meetings that I have been to, that one mst have been 
the silliest. Se Twa I was there for three hours and all 


they did was to quibble and argue about nothing at all. They 


didn't raise one sensible question. It was utterly ridiculous. 


I couldn't stick it any longer; I left Charlie there to do 
what he could with them." The above remarks were made at 
a time when people were being urged to see.their local warden 
to advise them as to how they should organize their squads 
wliivien the wardens had no equipment and no definite instuc- 
tions. As aii pment came slong and things began to run more 


smoothly, people who had grievances against the wardens began 


to fall more in linee But at one time there was definite 
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hostility towards the werdens from one road » brought about 
because of differences imtwes over fire watching. ais 


warden when knocking at some one’s door was treated extreme-~ 


ly badly and the outcome almost came to blows. But like 


themselves out 
- over ything else, between the two, things smoothed /éhemanave 


/ now that read in particular perhaps cooperates better than 


any others with the wardens. 


The attitude of the wardens towards fire watchers 
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is one of reasonable respecte Thev realise the good points 

of the ™.” Parties but also know their drawbacks. In most cases 
they have helped form the parties and know the people in theme 
fhey know how we'l each party works and how much each one can be 
relied upone But in all their calculations as to duties,etce 


the: always include the ™.F¥. Parties. 


Now that the F.F. Parties are formed and supplied with 


equipment they are able to function with effeciency. They new 


work along side the wardens \\and both patties cet on wekl with 
with 


one another. The wardens have weekly dart matches /the differ- 
ent squads of fire watchers,which ?Pinish up very sociably. 
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linrrison diorye 


NOVe lL oe S413 

Trouble with lact night's fire watcierse Six of them 
stayed in a pub and turned up for duty 5 hours lete and "merry 
drunk". Knocked over e chomiceal fire extinguisher which rolled 
down a fiizht of stairs and diichsrged itself. Kicked up 4 row 

ali nicit. Conference with Works Manager and General ienager. 
Yecided 1 must reprimand and warn them. Jid s0-e . They then went 
awuy and told foreman they weren't comings to work in the afternoon, 
(we work until 4 peme on Saturdays). ie re;orted to Works lianager. 
»~o Vorks hisnager called them up on the carpet. Told them wo'd ims 
let tiem off with a warning for an offence against the Fire free 
vention Order, but that absenting themselves from work was an 
oifence against tie Essential Work Order. They naively pleaded 

the, uoad lost sleep the night beforee wWelie exploded and asked 
them wiose beey fault that was anyhowe Any now they stayed at 
worke Biz pert of morning wasted thus. Stayed to lunch and ree 
hearesed our Concert party. With a violinist we'd dug up from the 
work people, we now herve e 3 piece band, piano, drims and violine 
Witi & vocalists, one really sood, we'll manage somehow. 
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Harrison diary. 


December 4, 1941: 


More Fire Prevention negotiation at our solibult factorys 
I have the men ell willing snd their side of if OKs without eny 
hothere Then Solihull Fire Prevention Ofiicer can t say whetner 
he Or Helie Inspector of Factories should ve responsible for sanan- 
eiel side of ite This initiates enotier three-cornerod discussion 
which should Inst a couple of weeks, I tiinke 


Harrison diary. 
December 5, 1941: 


: More Fire Prevention work, this time ‘trying to get men 
to do duty on Christmas Day and sighte Generel Manager who nas had 
e few days off with lumbago, returns, send for me, says he’s been 
thinking while in bed and wants me to write a short play for 
performance by his A.T.C. boyse lie’s Adjutant of a local squadron. 
spare time for me of course: The other Joint GM. is a Lieut.- 
Cole of a Home Guards Battalion. Both spend much office time on 
these side lines and land all the rough work on their secretaries - 
and other members of the <taff. It doesn't make for efficient 
factory administration, but a great many iisher factory executives 
do tiis sort of this. 

Stay late with my new works band at rehearsal and trying 

out new talent. find © good new soprano. 


, \ Smallbones diary. 


\ 


Jan. 3, 19423 S-4 shift. 


cnief ucknowledges me us Shop Stewerd so I raise the question of 
our Tire-wetch complaints. He does not hold out much hope but pro- 
mises to forward them. I «em to write them cut. I «lso discover thet 
& new subsistence rate for shifts less then 8 hours is to be pald. 
1/6 ir plece of ®/-. This effects ue shift workers se good deal £0 
I propose we submit & new roster avoiding short shifts, He agrees, 
but leter end Ung. dovern't like it :t ell. He being the men aho 
turns out our rostere. ‘Ye'tre to submit our roster before Feb. 1 sare- 
Gasticelly “if we ecxn". 


' 
Smallbones diary. 
, Jars 10; 13423 B= 4 enift. 
sent 
\ Present tne Chief wita our list of fireguard requests. 
) 1. Fay-.for yvperiod from Sepp. 1 to Sept. el, 1941. 
oe Se Fillow alips,. 


oe Overalls, 
4. All fireguards to slee; in seme room under same con- 
ditions. 
we reads it without comment until point 4, which certainly gets his 
goat. He rapidly «orks up a ruge saying "I'm Chicr Engineer here, 
I'll not be dictated to by you, the Union or. any one emlse." “I'll 
sleep where I damn well please." I point out that oy forcing this 
point we are endeevouring to get improved sleeping conditions for 
all of us . With that he tears up my sheet and throws it in waste 
box, stalking off with all his besrings running hot. 
Liter 2nd Ing. comes down to know what I've done to madden 
Chief so. JI tell him. He then shocks me with the information 
that Chief, end and Meine Engs. are doing fieguards voluntarily, and 
will not do any if we force the issue. This completely mucks any 
leverege we hud, and leeves us in the air. 


osmallbones diary. 
Jan. 13, 1942, L2<8 shift. 


Chief on firegusard. He comes down to see me at 7 aem. and is very 
placatory. Promises to push our fireguerd complaints, hints at our 
improved sleeping place being satisfactory (It's pretty good now). 
So I don't press our request that we should all sleep in same beds. 


Our short 1/5 shift has now become 3/- again, 50 everybody is satis- 
fied 
= SS ~ 


omallbones diary. 

Jan. 24, Jv4es: 4-12 snift. 
Fireguierd after shift. Grand supper, shared with C.B. - kippers. 
Sleep in our new yguarters for first time. It's a bit cramped but 


otherwise very nice. Seiling and. outside wall lined, lino on floor, - 
radio, electric fire. 
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Smalldones diary. 


Jan. 29, 19423 


After shift return for fireguard on 6 pem. bus. Usual stunt, 
radio répair job. Tonight A.T. is my mate, and turns out a grand 
supper of pumkedixex poached eggs on toast. Bed at midnight, sleep 
very well in our néw quarters. 
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IMAGE EVALUATION 
TEST TARGET QA-S 


MANUFACTURED TO AIIM STANDARDS 


BY APPLIED IMAGE, INC. 
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GAS-MASK COUNT GH. 15,.5,41 


Well - Corner of Norland Yard and Holland Park Avenue 


Weathers sunny and warm 
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KINGS NORTON PARLIAMENTARY BYE-ELECTION 


REPRISALS 
BOMB BERLIN. 


VOTE MWR DR. SMITH 


The Independent Candidate. 


LET THE PEOPLE SPEAK: 


REPRISALS will give us Victory in the shortest time and 
with the smallest loss of British Lives. 


NAZIS will not stand up to indiscriminate bombing as we 
have done. Demoralise the German and Italian civilians 


by total War and Elimination of Towns, Villages, Crops 
le forests. 


REPRISALS will undermine the German Army now scattered 
in many countries. 


REPRISALS will save civilisation as we know it, and are 
therefore justifiable. 


Fuller Support for CHURCHILL 


YOU MAY VOTE WITHOUT A POLL CARD. 


Vote for SMITH. 


PLEASE DISPLAY THIS BILL IN YOUR WINDOW. 


PRINTED BY A. B. BRISTOL, GREAT LISTER ST., BIRMINGHAM 7, 
AND PUBLISHED BY THE CANDIDATE, 
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NIGHT SHELTER COUNT ET 25.2 41 


streatham& 
Brixton. 

8 .30-90pm. 
Weather .Warm winc 
becoming crisker. 


No of shelters. No.of people, 
streatham Hish ra. 5 7(5-1-1) 
Dumbarton rd.(Brixton) & - 

Rushecroft red nS 10 - 
Lyham ra. vt 4 . 
Doverfield@ ra. '' : i 


TOTAL 30 7 


GENERAL IMPRESSION. 


Alittie more attention given to surface shelters though they 
are stili not much used. 


DIFFERENCES 
Streatham Highrd .1 more shelter in use Different no of people. 
Dumbarton Rdand Doverfield Rd. - the same. 
Rushcroft Rd. Sshelters had padlocks as opposed to 2 the 
prevolus week.Blankets had been arranged over the doorways of 2 


compartnents.In 1 shelter where previously bedding had been spread » 
over 2 or 5 compartmenrts,now it had all been heaped in one . 


Lyham Ra. One compartment had aspring matress in it and 
another had a pair of steel camp beds on top of one another. 3 


AKXZKKKZKEK 


OTP PACR curry my T ePpt 1 WTYT A t 
SURFACE SHELTEPS IN STREATHAM AND BRIXTOCY. Raksvae +m), 
NOot shelter: TOGal { Ot peo 7 
streaBbham Hizn Re. 4 8(6%2) 
Lyham Ke (brixton) 3 is 
Dover? ieléRe (Brixton) é i“ 
nusheroft Hd (Brixton) 10 “ 
Dumbarton Ra{(Brixtoi) & 
SENERAL LMPRESSION 
Peopie are Stiii using surface shelters very little. 
DIFFERENCES SINCE LAST VISITED, 
Streatnan Histh Reeno differences except in number of peopie. 
on @onwne ef @eeae | & @& & ee & & 
LynamRea(Brixton)- One shelter hac been whitewashed.A section of this 


sheltér 


Asda brazier burning in tne centre presumipiy vo ury it voubL. 


-A.geaond had a 2 tier steel bunk in one section and 
&@ spring matress in another. 


Doverfiele Rad 


teeta 


Dumbarton. Re. (Brixton}-On prevoius visit all the 
-locked , this time one was open and was seen to 


bunks. 


Rushcroft Rd(Brixton)- 


(Brixton) -One setion of a 
t anc another had the floor covered with pieces 


shelter 
of ime, 


shelters had beeen 
be fitted with wooden 


hae a spring matress in 


2 or 3 more sheiters had been newly whitewashed- 
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THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF KENSINGTON 


A.R,P. SHELTER OFFICE, 


si QUID NOBIS AxDvi}—» TOWN HALL, 
KENSINGTON, W.8. 


F. WEBSTER, 
B.A., LL.B., 


TOWN CLERK & SOLICITOR. lst May ; 19Al,. 


TELEPHONE: WESTERN 72i1, 


Dear Sir, 


Indoor air-raid shelter, 


Your application to purchase an 
indoor shelter has been considered. 
These shelters have been constructed 
for use in houses of not more than 
3 storeys in all, including a 
basement, and they are not to be 
supplied in the case of premises 
exceeding this number of floors, 

As in your case this condition is not 
complied with, it is regretted that 
you cannot be supplied with one of 
these shelters, 


Yours ee! 


fim, 10h 
Director of er. ohelters, 


Tl. Harrisson, Esq., 
82, Ladbroke Road, 
Wil, Dn. 


Any further communication should be 
addressed to :— 


THE DIRECTOR GENERAL and SECRETARY, 


and the following reference should be 
quoted :— 


MINISTRY OF INFORMATION, 
MALET STREET, 
LONDON, W.C.I. 


eeeese Cee ee Beene aeeeseeaneereneoeeevneneeneeeeaneeeeaeeaeneneee® 


Telephone Number : EUSton 4321. 
Telegrams : MINIFORM, LONDON. 


19th April, 1911 


Dear Tom, 


I am copying out below, the extract from the 9 p.m. B.B.C. 
news bulletin of Good Friday about the Morrison shelter. 


Everything here was chaos yesterday with moving furniture 
round and changing rooms, etc, so I had no time to do anything about 
your petrol, However, I haven't forgotten. 


| Yours sincerely, . 
haputl th. Hee. 


Home Intelligence 


"There is news from the Ministry of Home Security that the price to the 
public of the new indoor steel-table air=-raid shelter - known as the 
Morrison shelter = will be seven pounds twelve shillings and sixpence, 
But the people should not make applications until their local council 
have announced they are ready to receive them", 


t 


\\ 


Hamnersmith. | Dede 
iiensington. 


General Imvoression. 


Soinion against brick shelters is unanimous,although 
unsuvported by any first -hand evidence - based avoarently 
on theory. 

Majority tenséazx No-one questioned actuslly used 
a shelter although half thought they were efficient as 
regards air-raidse Feeling against them largely on account. 
of damp,and the idea that they'"re really no safer than a 
house e 


Fatalism (if your name*"s on a bomb...) avvarent to 
some degree in every case. : 


ANDERSON & BRICK SHELTER SURVEY. 1522.41. 


vie 45.-Be Kensington High $5tr. 


? i 

"Afraid J don,t know much about them......No,yousee 
I*m evacuated down to the country and I've never had to bother." 
Inoffensive ,avologetic little man - negative. 


Ne55eD. Kensington High Str. 


Taxidriver. Lives at Putney. Has no snelter and has 
never been in onee 
"We2l 1 don’ t know reallye...No, I don't go in tem. It's 


just ‘cos you don't realize ,ain "t it. I walk home in it every 
night,but I just don't realizes... 


"Its all the same really, ain t it. I mean to say - its 
against flying splinters and things,ain t it - its the same in 
the house. If a bomb falls on the housé your done,if it falls 
on the shelter you're done.. ae 

"Now my daughters,now — they do realize. they hed a 
oacket fall near them one night walking home. Now they do 
dive for a shelter....e-Oh,any sort thets handy. ‘'Svect I would 
af I realized...* 


Had no ooinions on rival merits or demerits of the 
two shelter. A fatalist,felt as safe at home som fark. 


a pe ee - oni: ine alk “a ai BES cay - 
Lit |) a 3% = ee ae i} Shins ®. SURV E 15 ; 41 
PALIN LY srLOUWN CO DINLUA OlDLoN ov Viild @ e<.e . 


Foe2deBe Kensington High str. 

Lived in a block of modern flats,Kensington. Never been 
eft her bed. a 

"Those brick ones ara a waste of vublic moneyeee hey&re 

alright as public lavatories I should think,aren*t they. - thats 

what they secm to de used for judging by the smell. : 
"The Anderson,wiat are they ?...Oh yes,well they seem 

to stanca uo to anything excent a direct hit,don't they, judging 


} } ’ 4. } 
by the new-vavers and whet voeoondle s: vy" 
./ . 
f - ; >» > . sid » i - 
Casual ,not-caring attitude. 
@®@eeeess® 
= £ ot ‘ se . T) ] . ~ 
rs JOC (sa, hie > oat noenen TON e 
ee ee ~~ Ot et ee 4 oe —_ 


Lived in cottage bordering Rkchmond Park. Have nv . 
sielter nor ever been in ohe,although bombs fall close. 
F."Well,as a matter of fact. I*ve never been inside one." 
M."I won't let her —- think they"re unsafe." 
. FP." think the newx ones are awfully good (indoor table 
shelters) I*d feel much safer than in an Anderson one. 
MeThose brick shelters are all filled up with water 
- can't use "eme eee J] never did fancy those dug-out things, 
td prefer to stay outside." 

M. doesn*t think them any safert han a house. "If a house 
lis you've got the rafters that are going to hold things up 
bit - if you're under the stairs you're as safe as anywhere 
reckons * | 

Fe. very scared of air-raids,and they could have a 
shelter built,but vrefer to sleev downstairse 


t-! 


2 


, Ce 


‘ 
4 
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ANDERSON & BRICK SHELTER SURVEY 15.241. 


Mie 40.D. Hamnersnithe 


Busdriver,lives at Kingston Vale. Has no shelter, : 
has only been in one three times — when driving bus through 
DLItZ. 


tet t- on . 9 pi, Seo ’ _ _ al ii 2 , st see Suan we , RS NE _4 
‘My Opinion ? A bloody death-travo as regaras healtne 


(Andersons) Alright as long as you don"t get a damn 
he condensation in them - thats the trouble. the : 
they go to bed indoors and then dart off down the shelter. 
95% of them don't prepare themselves at all,they just fo out 
there and shiver. If they were to keev a stove or somethihg 
there it would be a lot better.... 
"Bat as regards safety,I think the Anderson shelter 
1s a wonderful thing. I saw an Anderson shelter al:ngeside a 
crater I] could have driven the bus in - the conérete was 
cracked,but otherwise it was alrightee... 
(Brick shelters) "J think they"re very dengerous,esvecially 
with the flat foof. They get blow dow by blast. ‘hose 
with sloping roofs,I should think they"d be = bit better,they"d 


J 


deflect a bomb,sort of through it off..." 
Knows of no actualxy case of brick shelter BxIgn 
being "blown down by blast" but has seen some wreckede 
Fatalistic - "If you're going to get it & = .youfll 
get ite” 


M.30.C. Kensington. 


Porter in big block of flats,Kensingtone Doesn'*t 
go into #&endxxxtheykrexaik shelters himself. 
(Andersons) "Good - they're alright I think...Yes, 
I'm sveaking from experience - I know peovle whofve been saved 
by them...* 

When asked about the damp. "Wetl,there is that aginst then, 
but its uv to the veodle to vrovide boards and things - then 
they*d be alright." 

(Brick) "They*re no good at all. I wouldn't go into 
one of them to save my life. Just bricks and mortar,they'd 
fall down samé as a house." 


Has no first—harid e 
xperic 
eee tONce to back uv last statements 


VA ! 


, ANDERSON & BRIC!. SHELTER SURVEY. 15.241. 


DeSe 


R.50.C. Hammersmith. 


Lives in a house in Hammersmith,no shelter. 

."—T wouldn*®t have an Anderson shelter to save wy life. 
I don_t like any outdoor shelter. Don*t think they*re any safer 
than being indoors — and for another thing they*re damp. 

(Brick) "Wouldn't go in one of those - sooner stand against 
awall. If they*re hit I think the result is awful,so many 
people kilied - in a house its only the few of you.2 
Doesn t think any of them safer than houses. 
"Gee~ (husband) says,"I wouldn't go into one of those 


death-traps" - lots of people call them death-travns you know." 
No first hand exveriences. | 


- 
: 


5 Lafrtirc jue ~. Sl 1/9 Mh. 


SY 
gO 


bg ae fA Lote, G Kha Yd, a CA 14.0 A arplles, 
1 alt etypieofl ape lin, vok Y yn Aruolen, i - 

Ae € yy i Qe - [ro Lh A ThLu, ‘ 14 E. cf- if vu J 
Mil BF enfin Re tmeny | 2070. 9 Me 


f : 
re ¢ hot Hers ee Gy LO 


f ~ @ 


' i Ge , Wy la) e i : 
SOE * gm A- Af ELIA, f Le, ULALMA Pid g 


Be fy Eo , a ; e eae is At i. " ; _ 
2 ee ? Me, («& ei f ee Cg - oon Aivderes, 
OC y Ff 2 , 
Aca LA : | 
Ob), LA Quy /e) a7 LF. L yuita ager Lo 1 


Ko. A | LL. (S 7 of : f? a 4 Z , i f ' 
> —_ / aa . : f rf ?, 
t LEN OM, 4 I] | x. a £ r x 7 ; . 4 .< $ | t a. Me “ 


me. : dows pn Tha TL ONC leet has RR ace, 
hy ate 


rs g hy Ye . ey Se. bh SQrwwt O- 240.00 
§ n Q YA ecy'r Utort- (4, 28% /~JV (2 tt¢ 
ota | Oo 4 (10. la Tl t Xi oN y £ ‘“@ Ge 2, 
( CCl, 
go. are ™ hw : Pi a (Ke ys ct a- huh Pheu ‘cf ( f 


IMUuEN Good | cae Cart oy very 84/7 . a Joe (POleet- 


fm fo u AMG path & OL of AarBs (rWt- (heaitte.. Or. oe Shy- 
a Buen, Cane afi > Ahurmd 


es { J LA Lf | fete 
ce 


° t4 
AL uy - Se 3 Liao Rf. Q tur COf- Ack a CO ny G14. > 
wa he "ocr f-~ 


? 


y- 
ee 
NS a ay t 
- Se : Jaliez Lio ow ? wt Aw CMe ef hrr 
J Orn $Ho oO? _» 
a Amen STH v iCute 5 PYY?K 2S ao oY. 2” f | 
( </ £14 ” 


Vatw! 
] : | 
7% g 4/4 ACA @ div LT L£ v4 { 
) 4 ee ca F y * 


F / f 4 oa 
Yun “eu elo | 2ea NufrQe Ler v L 
% ij ‘ Ps 
he 4 , i . for ie tL ln An Th L@ L A o& 4 Pig / ~ 


a7 a 
S Ach hind lSnah . 3 
j y 
VO 


Siew: {/o 7 | | $ L ai 
Hither sl ets fe ACeeth vy Mn 


2 i ThA J : 
F iC: J 4 iis iy . ae A Yy o* La LG, ,S tego + r 2 
bin pi tel, PE 


Kav tut A 
| hens u POL (A ct. a ; JV LP . aw 
ge { aa er | BZA le | 72 bia of ¢ 
f. Ml ‘ ; , 1 llrr A ( J / 

ee eee = ee 


a 
Ve | 0.2 : (1D a Fi . | 
Fi : ig ; 2 ; ¥ vat | oe Bre 1 re f r~ = " i? lin 4 | ; Li Pe 
it ee ue wa (uch ntelthy , 
wt Cre ut SRC | ) 


| ‘ © FF Ay 
ee: . oe we l> KL L224 he Ot 144 - a : 
pi of20 gs iia: Ge tebe. fe 50. * FT fT, 
RPS ee har. bbe Ha. 42" Ain. 
j ae : Fé l 7 ” ae t. ~ | - 


vi (Or Ff 2f ., vt / “a ar 4 
” 


Me 421.2 f1 <, OlSett “£ 


Ft. oe fo, G ot nae LYE mm Ont 7 
—_ Abhay C4_£4.. 


tee | Le LE y 
tat O44 G40 AO. - « 8, si 


J TV harehe i tuadl (94 et- Buk . me 1X Ake IE «it > 
q fs 
(ev v } {} Cone MSA are : An. _k Peg os PLO £4 


if 


aA sate 


loo . 


ee, 


wa Last, it~ 
Mtpetea lhe sey 


c Aor F Jieat ATX? aT “ y 
‘hh 1, MY Ath OA 7 seal 


Teh GPICH LL HAY chAOLAN, se Ke. 


LP Oe Treg Ir ot: / 0229 Cag G2 not le5 ¥ = S ee 
F dr LL CA : von{— ét Heo. é L i A. ’ v \e a ies, y ‘ny 


pe) ae 7 a (LEY <e : Of : | : 
4 a He 0 fh y | : Me. Jtt. 
ac ccas sai A 3 a Kal - 


eta Be | Leary 6 it 
td ot t.wts, (, an. 2 i Ace. 


’ 
; VE el ¢. 


: NM 
30 | 


f 


fA Atv ees ae : ft ; 
~ fi a y 4 4 “4 cd ul 4 a : - 
f z / < 4. £4 Rae! ; 
ee ) (Ares 
10° “fav: “7P 4-5 


_s 
é : AK CL AT 2¢. 2 A & LA Ye 
Zi *, f 4 “a é A bf 4 a 2 } La. <.. > i f . 


We. v 
A eo. Hix. / AL as 2 WZ ‘ ates i ’ 


A ALAA 


a as ) >it _ CGAY or. | gt “i T ie rg . 
Ad Lot (ta, - iftorr uw Ahw C at (A L 1. Lh att Ll, OQiry 
ant A wee ee 
AE ( , Ae |S SZ aay, , Ad f on. Aue on" at ease 
e : wen wn A, LA tek 


pore gar P ae 
7 LAF bbe Cre eel (20s ; 


| ) 
MMe: ONE Th she Joby I, Col eth, 
ny, 190 Jon coh 4a tall iy ne Thr 


Y2o¢ ° : (? lard - \Ar0 : ‘f agit a yy 
oA ip fir (4@ Adt?s QA4- Lee pl, jf “3-¢ 2 . tALfr , 
‘ae . L/ ou A a Fa é : i 
—. ey ahd /4e Hamlrerns. 7: : fer 
| : : rf 2 ry : hs eee shi 
¢ (ett ié is irk f uh [sting - OY : ape. rk +r 4 


Spr ALrerr0 . ‘sie 48 
QY f f | = f ¥ on ( 4 4 ™ 6 - / 
4 f a ale | ; F 7 4 1e- 


- ; : ° . a 
a hou. ey. eatuc 4_£ 3 " / - ? 


bAe | 
+ bag 


: co : 
we SOGES atu . p> 4 Wee ‘ 
‘ M tte 
VY #« {¢ Z - \ 
a t~ No | 


a . { , 
(AHH OL ys A$ Pwr (ef - - 
1 iu OL, at tthe ——~ CP d 44 2bee¥ p-tiec. + WHat Pr. 


Goat ar | a 
of Ptes Ure PB BPX fhe llen_ 


Shepherds Bush. ee 46 2 4t 


INV. Could I have your views on shelters? 
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F. I coula'nt tell you that. 
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INV Could I have your vi ws on shelters‘ 
F I'v never been in one in my life. 
INV. "hat about the Andersons‘ 
F.I'v never been inmone. 
INV.Ancd the Brick shelters 
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» i's never been in one, 
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INV.May I nave your views on shelters 
F.INWever go to them I stop at home, 
INV. "hich cdo you think are better Brick or Ancéer:on.? 
F.I] dont know which.I'v never been in one .i went in them once 
jus: ag the tning was nearly over ,I was shopping anc them warcerma:e 
TROGG in .1t was one or those on the Greenan’ 1 thougnt tney were very 
good .yes tnose on tne Green i tnink are very gooc Ior tnose tnt i1xe 
tnem.i Woudc ‘nt go 1n tnem myseit L'a ratner etay athome. 
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INV.May 1 nave your views on sneiters’ 


F.Myceil 1 never go in any.iineres one wnere my nusbanc «oes 
spotting and tnat‘s very nice . 


INV. WN1icn ao you tnink are hbeeter the Brick or Ancerson? 


F.J think the prick ones myseiz tne Anaersons get so dain. 
with condensation . 1 tnink myself. 
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INV .wnat are your views about surface snelters? 
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upthey're more easily go. intoanc more easy to put a matress on 1. 


INV. wWNicn co you tnink are best tne Brick or the Anderson? 


M.I'v never hac anything to do with either of those brut I should stk 
think this new one they are getting cut te rood .They wWantec to put an Ande 
Paon iin my odac:: caréenbut vitk all the builéing on it whats the use-but 
either of those shelters if they got adirect nit Woulac he no goog.!I dont 
20 +0 a shelter myself , there are some Opposite any house ind I'v looked ga 
at them and I'@ never go inthem . the pilatiorm is frixea tne ones they Xx 
lift you could get an ol¢c lacy of 73 like my wife or my sister in law 

shes 84 in on ' em -YOu've got to study allthat sort of thing .Thereé no 
doubt theres roon for great improvement and the new one is one , but I 
dont think it 18 strong enough without steel girders, 
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INV. Coule 1 nave your vicws on shelters? 


Mel dont hole with then. 
ut 


INV. wnat about the Andersons? 


MN. i dont think a lot of them , if ycu've zot to 4 
inc you might as weil die in your own house .If you are zoi 
it oyu come - I never come out of may nouse. 
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INV. Could I have your views on shelters? 


M.I'v never been in one . 


Rrick or Anderson’ 


INY Which do you tninkx are better 


M. I could'nt say that I'v never taken any interest in 
them. I'v heard people say they'd sooner &max nave Andersons then tne 
brick shelters- those in the back gardens.I'v also heard it asked 
'do the people who thinx of these shelters use them like he public who 
pay for them’.I dont suppose Churchill or Bevin sleep in Audersons like 
the workinz people who nave to or sleep down in cturfy tubes. 


reve 
‘be “ 
sti. 
eR 


J 

| 2. y&/ 
Bosdaiatianchdse! 
Frudtam § Ke Ufis( 5. £) 


| . " (no © fe ot at hint 
Vrted 2s"Okt of 7, 69 , ory. thre teemprad Cle r4 


Li ds } (owe idude ‘ 
406 4 Bret gad i ap. PRAALLS i OO Mlb Bln, 


) . | ae : ig a 20 ffF 
4 Ay #0 


ie fo doe Salli rayne t-¢o 


= 


\ i e je ; ; / . 
. , P J 
, f: sit _ ez T] | bi wHafie. . Lele tt * ! oa s 
. 7 A : ” V., ia! , tH oly , Pe de 5 ré My {> 
<< A of, OW te 
No, P Sheti'r i, dev, Ny... 3° 
fj 
ae Bike Seeeeoh A ‘... 


Justtien DLEN 


 —_— . wot 


Mand , 
M1. - 1230.4. 


Wiatk Ly - Scant. 
bil “Akin, 


YL. *b 


Shittian 


{ Vhidit SOom% Gand Avr oP % | Fi wirrcercts 7 


Cen ia J /> cad lon. 


ee - 


~ 3 Se ox 


i bGitlan lade Uf “4+leacril™ in Aca. 


S 


Ltr Wy aavurt ag te . - 


P 


AA lack oY « Bauer, bat OCtuk Skeltrg Ca olbed. 
COnatisnca ( wn cuters / Vy by R ru) thetpe Of hav Ch ey dé 


Ca ford. 


Asx %> KY 


TA W2y 


5 il 
Meath am . /]— Jo — C 


Tow What Arg Your vitwr About SKkKuLerAa? 

'. Wea tlhat do you moana f 

tow. Wik What Sew cf Shilltr weed yor prref-er! 

Yo LMA Smet pucate SActlin Whe lh 
Andersen : but Semrithing a be mere Con fervlatte - J 
mian J Kirk hty rn lenig Cpeiagees: g but- my pow 
mn what Yon’ At rot So fright putty Sake Amp wh tre - So 
bitin Mecdy Re praprtilion, 

In. What atwut liek Shitlin C : 

fo I lhink ) wea ripen a nuk shell - 
Ch ugh aM halhy Jur wn, Care Yr bromd- & Kerwew 2 HerwW uw. anear 


Matiakam. /f - as— Cc {7 Wrex a 


Iu. that Rod of shitter te you “kes 
: 4. WHA Ret A COMnmurat tre: (AL Anolertson, / MOaL 
lk ink Ate Good though. 7 mtan, ar far “gd am Concenna J) WHEeg 
lke Aout peecrilir A ood Lrenypt. SAtlin - An AprA“erion to “Me 
PtH hich, Af Ath BteA- Aik KEEL You ar Safar [ou 
blaar wv An Codertgn. Jt Aiepirty ow Whit wt)? vet Got & 


rt that ho-bne Kase. | 
In. Elk Wb utd Ooug- A CLR Shetler. 


1. 7 woh bund 4 (Opty kts, foiccee tics 
shitter down in ke Charter whi 4 bore ry wofe Ana) Ge 
ae a 


Fg | 
; | TA ia. , 


4 
Inn. Cty  onr Lpnn~y Yr Skitlin prow 7 
-. Wo because dh fue of Wair, Bue t/t d< 
MM ty 1 W Kt Sum - K wae atriynt Ww Ieplmta. 
Jw Yon’ vx Gh ten Uracvsorn F~Avt WL you ? 
A. Yor / 
/ 


Fay hata date [fer a bien Shiller ala ¢ 
4 Mo J) ink dr. dr dercon iy Safer. You an ght ? 
Atwth (4A 4 henx avr ity a buice Shelirn - Saccor fr D 
thr u-witlows Thar? Catts Or ike aA Were Cape S attr tls 
Ihe. Whi toutanwurce Ange Hi Unnun G& Slaunr £ ay. A 


) g. 
Ship avg pul Able Ww pec tw he Sttemnct,. sa 
ff 45.- ¢ eer | 


-. keow @ von rian l DV Ktve Al GAC Arg 4 ane 4d 
intind & ana Jy xeoryr Cried OA . 


La Kh, Garr - rr es KAMfG 2 Y/. 


‘i / ht ALe/ indsee, Ontina AWXt @ fine ecdéa - oY 


pe i i kiyid ye G Chr fruttei Skier. 

Ve PWLION FL” Abbe Kyu, a Shier lutrut béida 

& 9PARV Natheuw asus AL 7 gen Co Morey, LUA 
a Ian aca re net, 

! Tm. Whar Abiutr MKe‘TSon, | 

FT dent ag wrk him at ah fou cant 

BO in tr Ah We Waemyes CAiriygh - tm Gar bre 


( 


Ard kel wast nthe, Wwf water bh ty xgptt Ax 


mad Cry si the wae WVirawra sellin a 
Srhiting Y aaa CaF C°UL-aAtk h_dheen CU# Yh ny Ag 


Adanp - Centirsativn they at TALg have bur Qn 


Abtun awl /laad. : 
Any. Whet alhoqt buiiche shetlersl 
Fr. Bn wat - SHA SAetlhn, no. J Acta wt Llu SAchad A. 


F-45—A 


ee ae Sian: Gop? 
Tiarw- Ctr dirtier ah Oxcge ° ‘ 
-. WIth Artertong are ro geect at Khe meni 
becaute o Ke watin in Kem. AMA Cputsi_eaz Shean a Cad. 
And bu buck Shillin an unheatial any nosy Wn & Nala 
a at Wn tsenn ner % reug Hen 0 
ht Seema. hig Corte wilh Fick, of Cort © Aiadkte_ 


y 


AE 2ZES. 


A btihidanr N-bo 6 PUI 


Tro. Whak Sort of Shellin Ac fen Awhk bere 


Mh ( , Titres Rffrrirt Sartttir d) ttamo . 
M Wwe / ant A CALLE ALLA of A ear 
KY Aut “vA y, dis PU frlotita : ¢ 2 9 ay, 


M ) sbautaA dwt Hog Wk 2d Gada Colanly 


Total 
yuced 


A hriiblian. Aah Vlted ae 


Mawib-arbon Ke Ty S 

Mevrpeld Ka 3 

fish croft Aaa /O 
— re 


Si paz i Letters | | PNIS 2A. p 


Z 
Jlrtalkam An aA 11 3lBn in 
Hy 


= |< 
Shahan High Ra f 
/ : 
AykKam Ra An wton HitH KRoAb x ¥% 
f 4 ae EO ' iia ; a “ 
4S ttm, barton Ka ¢ \ | ¥ 
D\ ¢ e ip 
| >\ ‘ 
kisi Cve4 Ke a t/ 3 * site To 
| i) 5 ~\ : 
5 ~~ Pe 
i wv 
Weat ar. /y la Sle ge Aan Later Pe 
Sent. FUS.CM ~~ 10.F 4. a 
Lh. 
\“f 72. 
é 


| ee 
Surya Shelters th oith uv Any Conaitren ,ettenness wi 


they arnt wnhindta - but fone, WY Cartel page, - dry 


2 = 
an KV NS 2. 
NN breathann AA. Kat 


Nie Kir ane Y Surface Shillere (Unuzed Shap 
ye SSAGA Lh Arh week a free watt Cut i) Inv Wotre 
— nm ke Ssictterw at WS.!PA when ne WON LANG Aad béen 
Seunarcad:. 3 Of th bar WAL Confoly arn Ke gad u/tArd Ot” Ane 
tye One UY Khost Ke wWbedin 3- tA bimks Ana Kien 
parttiatiy Ainmantla. This Shiite an at advut2o'v20' 
Ans fit ea wif bunk © Anta 3G pruple - Chey rare 

4 CUMMy wh ae WAM AKbupy Fe Aactial orn anac- 
BA- hy NUM YW Ayan Ay Aue O Ht Comtiar heat ay “4A 
he tae Uocks Y (tat Of Which hig Ibofrd [orm Le Grier 
[1204 Fack of Ate Silly we, prsrika wih four Chatiines 
OY lki Bhimucal type (ow notices 


* 


gdrv trotdect buwikn 4 ba clothung on Io 2 cf he Cre 
ay ku hada l Yo ke emply Ske titra 

Taw Uhirrd how at G. 307M Ana Cathed G tke Shel. 
IN Wis hath who war S lansang Gut sike. The Ladin toot Ain 
Jtound Gs Shetttn and Ceolthiww hat thy Shetltro rad 
beet opin A lit ave < man Ks Gut he yatipe Jug Cont 
come tin why he bth 4 bag. They wire ALver 


prafitrty prhed At hamn UtAL MLK fIAinkc de L Org 
fet). 


em N.7.18.2,. y 


— 


AUFBE ay 4 CA t#_to (Oty tAt Appar Kt wag «wttho ifs ‘ | 

thég woute fa - Mem ana lhe Uf be TSecketh Neak Ww ol 

they wert Comme an do Kham thar he would hevete uy = Ff 
“ 


> a 


Some Awe wd _ we SAsuasta eas th, ShetGrs one weld S 
p- phe UN ; AVHWMAOCA kk A, 2 fe oe Cher tmpty es y 
Mla Att tg a part Baume SAL wel Ke bunk: [eiclee 
iter peeoprr un Ga | AiMHEN in UNV J Chart 7 U-dtee, VEN” | 
CY» EULACTAL lgurth ra) cl MAL tnd bhey UAMAL mf naa 4 ory S Lt Wg 
Mle y UF. 4 ‘petR Or [> CPN : Aratung LA, CAMM2 In G pe | : 
iy 3 A AAA ball GA. A rok & wd WuUct, if (Ze iake P [rrr teat 
Say 1" 4 Au We , Wirt rat fr OL ILA iy f- Lief ‘Qry prcdton 


ie Ma 2 anrdm be We — (Aak GnAct when. & cay vonaeclel A_ait 


Lee ti, bh q ot fb 
Marsha Ghro tA Vy, K At bung Cckiast wtre LEC LY a , 
Ana thhye wire 2a AMT of heat apie ean Uo; Lh at oy Jour Ps 


aad L Lt”6— hl ane Limtéiw fOna Coen Gurr FOOL Ait a78084 - 


YY 
” fouerfuia kA ht 1... 


Mer Jaw found on Kw Srcle wf Ao ria atures 
Maly tut fPmemeytl SAtttvu. sAacre wae 3 SAetbny 
vr Aha- CAM, 7 & Ste Bon - Cah ctefisrn 10° XS t apg. 
G kL Jus-6 fa XO bet - Aa JrX ol fF? Qa.a@ atlawt 2 : Lh, cck 
AA Yu Aiphiat “i few - Vhiy hl. aéh 4fy LALae_L uy btLen JicraA- 
ple - oP, har—al KY pour bri Chtnwe flows a aft. 


They, Chellis we Snplitily Cinpply Expr fr Bia Woew 
gtnyethion et (a Steteh Abel Dr . } Shiitde UW hi fever te) al 


" S. 


Ahd Bult Sthe Pn (Ze went wed fpr U1rLead ETT wx & SALLCAA = 
S77, bad too Slttee 4- tWAtye ctuitr, gr necthe ne Ann aA Las, 
PML lop Ce AN- VOSA. 


¥ete. f-) |. 
himt-anrton tt ky cul m 
: ArvA ae 


oe then 10ads we froin Cui hats (bth - 
9 Shittin wr Murbarlin Roow 
G ‘ er 4 Aan Koad: 


had buble gate [ Uhe $070 on Carly hoy inghay) Whit were 
padisherd- Fw haw Keane of Cheoe SAettrnrsm ana Arew a 
Ra from A WOMkn uZo Sa.a 
Butea * Fike peak Ben eer tne “Qn Wicces 
Oriy Carmel pttfe Je wr Cnr & Nace for 4 nun ule” 


4.9, 0£2.48. 


New Inv fern 10 app. TALHENnN Cackh uxde 
Cr pal nnd; g CACK Con _pt Vipin attic. 10'x ¢ : 


Ltd LZ, EL 5 A 2 of EA d) hit. AY pty of J * CEPee : (hey -- Att } Cat /L6-6f 2 
Lb a bh Fs oP uA kid ft USK wei. GK i Ak 
CONPLAUMMEPpA lutcx frcA Cth “/eeditr Cisne Onrm atrvut 


i 


- — 
2 Aat ja kK btin Wact Mahia muylde, Abeow 3 ortre 


CALL hy may - 1 Lktw thada Nttan- Qrethiun Ath Q UVtiheet 
thats wuh 2biuindd ne nad In Mt not Aeolian nore Kan 
A.M Ste ler” As_ i C-Gt_ys art nerd, ‘ 


4 (Aer _Aha in 
4 Com fp) VUlALIA Aad (24bhlbsethia 9 CGHtn Arb ev Cre y Hees 


vu SiOtLe ect c Ai SALE - C/ scitaetin 1 atéinrrals: 

ee | 

(uo WOmMLA Ay. — ie ae oe FP. Bbo- &- wea 
Standing umn the hecr uray “f he fli appote Deze Sretltr 
And heg laid Jno Hay Bey wa be rahi Cur ta nat wit 
shite do hig fell Siftr under ke Saud Me Shetten 
Aad bla Up 4 cA sai - 4 sates A UAALty LK ey fouw S tate at 
perth tr town the tensa usd'tma bet Jy, th med ton a 
Syute af Ke wer pan q *O-sne inher eel ures Boe Shetlay 
(Lar mohk- Anrwts hea - Mbhing tw Ore fhitter Inu nelle 


A AUS Payt Aattd Whbingrr (9¢0. 


Bit i | _ 


oF ‘ a f 


Ui aly es al nana 


iat Konak ont He 


Cena ee 


cy eS 


bet 


—_—- = 


: nana 8 Sn? A 


sont oO 


ali 


Lee 


rg 


et 
Sire, 


7 


: I 5. 4 " . ' f . : ’ - P , . | ae alan 3 


tna Cee. RA | 


VLA-AAAAAPEA 


mek 


TSW: yeas 
°G ee ss a 
‘er 


BI 


sy 
beg 9 | 


CS RQ ae wa see 


vs RSS ey. 


97 MAY 1941 


se 


% vole Hb ke | mittee 6. LA _/- Abrb- “lik 


O & oe 


~ Otek R Een gE 
& ; a ee res angers: 2 
Bee oe , t ie 


3 


wheern thatlee 


2s. —n = 
{ f ) w Pa & * tintin ee | . 
> weasel eSB ee 


entities rasiaratemwhiand slr op 


oon enya ie 


ei i ie 


ating patente 


ig 


re eter etree tnctinn--grtitanrne myer snintgiepi 


‘ts 


* i 
a fo ne des on 


+4 
. 


eS) 


pink ore 


hemor tga, anata ED: 


: 
’ 
§ ; 
: 
is : 


pales 


<a RS An pe mem or 


ee ahi os ee 
ta : , " 
> ee : ” 
Sth es 
Poet ee” 4 es: apt 


Pe ee ee 
va i Be ap 
, ee een yp, 
4 2 “ 
rf & 


i. 


Hg" 


2 a »4 


hep, # 


’ ws 
d ae sie Wists! a ARE wall ence! coh yn OM 


ty, a eS A — 


Bor 


eae sr 


v 


7 * , 
Leia Sal 
be "4 nto <e 

> 


951 Oral Answers 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, 8th May, 10941. 


OFFICIAL REPORT. 


[Mr. SPEAKER in the Chair. | 


ORAL ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS. 


NATIONAL WAR EFFORT. 


STAGGERED HOLIDAYS. 


1. Mr. Price asked the Minister of 
Labour whether he is aware that some 
firms find difficulty in staggering holidays 
for their workpeople without a loss of pro- 
duction; and whether he will consider that 
closing for a week’s rest may be the best 
in the long run? 


2. Mr. Robert Gibson asked the Minis- 
ter of Labour whether he has considered 
the complete closing of selected works 
during successive weeks as an alternative 
to keeping works going uninterruptedly 
by allowing a proportion of workers off in 
successive weeks and so_ diminishing 
materially the effective supervision of the 
work and lowering the proportionate out- 
put; and whether he has any statement 
to make on the subject? 


The Minister of Labour (Mr. Ernest 
Bevin): It is not possible to lay down any 
rigid rule as to the most advantageous 
way of arranging the week’s holiday. The 
circumstances of each case must be con- 
sidered. I am arranging for the area 
boards to be brought into consultation in 
the various localities. 


Mr. Price: Is it not a fact that there 
may be a decrease in production if holi- 
days are staggered? Is it not better on 
the whole in certain instances to arrange 
for a clear week? 


Mr. Bevin: No, I have explained that 
you cannot have a universal scheme. It 
may be that some of the works are on 
such priority work that even a week’s 
holiday may be difficult to give. In 
some cases we cannot afford to stop work 
on the machine tools, and there must be 
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staggering. In others it may be that the 
type of work is of such a character and 
the need for overhaul and renovation of 
such a kind that a week’s stop may be 
preferable, but I must leave it to be ad- 
justed by those concerned. 


Mr. Thorne: Will there be any objec- 
tion to the workers and employers getting 
together to arrange it? 


Mr. Bevin: [That is what I have asked 
them to do. I have also asked the area 
boards to get into consultation, so that 
the employers and trade unions may be 
advised of the urgency of the work upon 
which they are engaged. 


TEXTILE WORKERS (TRANSFER). 


5. Mr. Rhys Davies asked the Minister 
of Labour, whether he can make a state- 
ment as to the transfer of labour, to other 
employment, from Lancashire textile 
mills, closed as the result of the concen- 
tration of industry? 


Mr. Bevin: Statistics are not yet avail- 
able showing the transfer of labour to 
other employment from the Lancashire 
textile mills, but the unemployment 
register in Lancashire is continuing to fall 
and I have every reason to believe that 
the labour released from those mills which 
have closed is being absorbed rapidly. 


ESSENTIAL WORK ORDERS. 


6. Mr. Simmonds asked the Minister of 
Labour the number of industrial organi- 
sations which he has so far scheduled 


under the Essential Work Order? 


Mr. Bevin: Up to 2nd May, 1941, the 
number of undertakings scheduled under 
the Essential Work (General Provisions) 
Order, was 1,229 and the number 
scheduled under the Essential Work 
(Shipbuilding and Shiprepairing) Order 
was 284, making a total of 1,583. The 
Merchant Navy has been scheduled as a 
whole by the Essential Work (Merchant 
Navy) Order, which comes into force on 
20th May. 


Mr. Simmonds: Can my right hon. 
Friend say that in all districts where he 
has scheduled undertakings there is a 
complete organisation, including the local 
appeals board? 


Mr. Bevin: I would not say that the 
whole thing is absolutely complete, but it 
is being built up daily. 
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RETIRED SCIENTISTS AND IECHNICIANS. 


7. Mr. Simmonds asked the Minister 
of Labour whether he maintains a 
Register of retired scientists and other 
technical men who offer their services? 


Mr. Bevin: Persons with the requisite 
scientific or technical qualifications, 
whether retired: or not, are eligible for 
enrolment on the Central Register main- 
tained by my Department. I am sending 
my hon. Friend a copy of the leaflet 
which explains the scope and functions 
of this Register. 


Mr. Simmonds: Is it not a fact that 
there has been no appeal to retired 
scientists and technical men to place their 
names on this Register, and that the 
Register 1s running very dry with regard 
to certain categories of scientists? Would 
my right hon. Friend, therefore, consider 
making an appeal to retired men or 
women to enter their names on the 
Register ? 


Mr. Bevin: My predecessor made it 
clear when the Register was established 
that it applied to every person of. all 
categories of scientists, whether retired or 
not, and there has never been any limita- 
tion. In fact, I was not aware that 
scientists ever retired, but there has been 
no distinction drawn between retired and 
unretired. In order to get over the diffi- 
culty about technicians, scientists and 
others of whom there is a shortage, an 
overhaul is going on in all the Depart- 
ments in order to introduce a little 
dilution into the professions. 


Sir Francis Fremantle: Does this apply 


to constituents of whom I know who are. 


being called up and are doing donkey 
work in some Service or other, and who 


obviously might be usefully employed 
elsewhere? 


Mr. Bevin: As I say, a committee is 
going through the whole question of 
where these people have been placed, 
sorting them out and trying to use them 
in proper places. Even some of the 
donkey work may be scientific. 


Sir F. Fremantle: It may be scientific, 
but how are we to deal with these cases? 


Sir Herbert Williams: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that a large number of 
engineers and other people with scientific 
attainments have been on the Register 
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for over 18 months, and not the faintest 
effort has been made to use their 
services? 


Mr. Bevin: I do not accept that. I 
am constantly hearing these general 
statements without a single fact to back 
them up. The bulk of the people on the 
Central Register are in employment, but 
they have volunteered to help the State 
in any capacity. When those responsible 
for the Central Register are asked for a 
person, it would obviously be stupid to 
take a man away from a job which he is 
doing satisfactorily and merely put him 
somewhere else. It is not an unemploy- 
ment Register. It is a Register of offers 
of service, and I can assure the House 
that it has been combed through time and 
time again. 


Sir F. Fremantle: How are we to deal 
with the case of a man, of which I can 
give instances, who is tied down in a 
particular Department and is doing work 
which the Department thinks is useful, 
but is not employing his scientific abilities? 


Mr. Bevin: If hon. Members know 
people whose services are being misused 
and will inform me, I will have the cases 
dealt with, but I cannot deal with gene- 
ralisations. 


TRADE UNIONS (FOREIGN 
MEMBERS). 


4. Mr. Mander asked the Minister of 
Labour whether he will explain the 
arrangements now existing for Germans 
and Austrians working in industry to be- 
come members of appropriate British 
trade unions and also of the German trade 


‘union; what deductions from income are 


made for the latter, and to what purposes 
the money is applied? 


Mr. Bevin: I understand that certain 
arrangements have been made under the 
auspices of the Trades Union Congress for 
enabling foreign workers in industry to 
become members of the appropriate 
British trade union and also of their own 
national trade union group if such exists. 
and is recognised by the T.U.C. My 
information is that these arrangements 
apply generally both to Allied nationals 
and to Austrians and Germans and that 
they include agreed voluntary membership 
contributions to the British union con- 
cerned, usually on the lowest scale per- 
mitted by its rules, and to the foreign 
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trade union group. I am not in a position 
to give more detailed information, but I 
understand that the whole scheme has 
been carefully worked out by the T.U.C. 
in conjunction with the International 
Federation of Irade Unions, which is 
operating from this country. The consti- 
tutions of the foreign trade union groups 
concerned before becoming operative are 
approved by the T.U.C. and the Inter- 
national Federation of Trade Unions. 


Miss Eleanor Rathbone: Does that 
agreement extend also to aliens who are 
neither Germans nor Allied nationals, but 
neutrals, as, for example, Spaniards? 


Mr. Bevin: The matter is governed, as 
I understand it, by the question whether 
a foreign country establishes a trade union 
group here through the International 
Federation of Trade Unions. I have not 
been in these discussions, and I cannot 
give any further details. 


CIVIL DEFENCE. 
EVACUATION. 


Q. Lieut.-Colonel Sir Thomas Moore 
asked the Minister of Health whether he 
will consider the use, or if necessary, the 
erection of further hutted camps for the 
reception of mothers and children, or 
children alone, in areas where they can be 
reasonably free from the mental and 
physical disturbance of enemy ,bombing? 


The Minister of Health (Mr. Ernest 
Brown): I hope that further huts will be 
erected to meet a variety of needs in re- 
ception areas. The extent to which huts 
can be provided in these areas must, how- 
ever, depend on the available resources 
of labour and materials, and I think it 
unlikely that these resources would be 
used to the best advantage in building 
camps for mothers and children. 


Sir T. Moore: As those camps so far 
tried out have been an outstanding suc- 
cess, affording as they do accommodation 
for teachers, nurses and so on, will my 
right hon. Friend make every effort to 
extend them as far as the material and 
labour are available? 


Mr. Brown: Yes, Sir; that is implicit in 
my Answer. 


Mr. James Griffiths: As I gather from 
the Reply that that right hon. Gentleman 
is turning down this proposal, or, at 
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any rate, holding out no hope, to build 
huts, may I ask whether the Government 
are taking a long view of the evacuation 
problem and whether the problem of 


providing working-class houses is not 
becoming serious? 


Mr. Brown: Yes, Sir, but the issue in 
the Question related to hutted camps. It 
may be that we shall have to pool accom- 
modation for all purposes, but that is a 
different issue. 


Mr. Noel-Baker: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman consider, in conjunction with 
the hon. Lady the Joint Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Home 
Security, the large-scale provision of at 
least improvised camps for people from 
heavily bombed towns until such time as 
our fighters are able to average 22 enemy 
bombers a night? 


Mr. Brown: I think that Question had 
better be put down. 


Mr. Simmonds: Will my right hon. 
Friend organise a mobile unit which can 
put these people under canvas during the 
Summer months, so that there is not a trek 
out when there is an air raid? 


Mr. Brown: I was asked about camps 
for particular purposes. There has been 
a large provision of centres for children, 
but the Question also asked about mothers 
and children. It is much easier to pro- 
vide for unaccompanied children than for 
mothers and children. My answer was 
confined to the specific Question. 


11. Miss Eleanor Rathbone asked the 
Minister of Health whether arrangements 
have been made for the evacuation from 
London of the refugees from Gibraltar, 
especially children? 


Mr. Brown: Accommodation of a type 
suitable for the reception of large family 
groups is not available except in London, 
and the mothers of the children would not 
consent to their evacuation unaccom- 
panied by themselves. 


Miss Rathbone: Is the right hon. Gentle- 
man aware that these people are in an area 
which has been subjected to very heavy 
bombardment, so that it is most desirable 


that they should be got out of it if pos- 
sible? 


Mr. Brown: This problem has given 
us, perhaps, more difficulty than any other 
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[Mr. Brown. | 

single problem that has been put on our 
shoulders by the war. We have organised 
29 large centres, at which we have to 
arrange special feeding. We are provid- 
ing at all of them measures of protection 
against air raids. We have done our 
best, and it is quite clear that the only 
way to handle this difficult problem is, 
as we are doing it, by large units. 


Sir William Davison: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that large blocks of 
buildings in my constituency have been 
taken for this purpose, and does he not 
think he could get these people accommo- 
dation together somewhere outside Lon- 
don, so as not to disturb many people 
who are living in London because they 
are doing national work? 


Mr. Brown: I am aware of the diff- 
culties, which my hon. Friend has pointed 
out to us. It is, however, quite impos- 
sible to billet these particular refugees 
separately in small houses in the country. 
There is always the difficulty that there 
must be special feeding arrangements. I 
have no doubt that the decisions we have 
made concerning them were the right deci- 
sions, and on the whole they seem to be 
settling down very happily. 


12. Mr. Parker asked the Minster of 
Health whether he can reconsider his pre- 
vious decision and now make Romford 
and Hornchurch into evacuation areas? 


Mr. Brown: The case for altering the 
classification of evacuation, neutral and 
reception areas is kept under constant re- 
view. The position as regards these two 
areas remains the same as set out in the 
reply given to my hon. Friend on 23rd 
January last. 


Mr. Parker: Is the right hon. Gentleman 
aware that recent events have increased 
the demand in these areas for the evacua- 
tion of the children? 


Mr. Brown: I am aware that there is a 
certain desire for it in hundreds of other 
areas, but there is a limit to the billeting 
accommodation available in the reception 
areas in this country. 


Mr. J. Griffiths: Will the Minister take 
an early opportunity of stating upon what 
principle the Government decide whether 
an area shall be an evacuation, a neutral 
or a reception area, as we are constantly 
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being asked about it, and I think a state- 
ment would be of advantage to the House? 


Mr. Brown: It would also be of advan- 
tage to me to make a statement. 


14. Mr. Kenneth Lindsay asked the 
Minister of Health whether in view of the 
Government policy that people should stay 
put in heavy raids, it is his policy to dis- 
courage the evacuation of large towns at 
such times? 


Mr. Brown: The Government believe 
that the people of this country will not 
consent to be driven from their duties, in 
whatever area these duties have to be per- 
formed, by enemy attack. But it is the 
Government’s policy to facilitate the 
organised evacuation of the priority classes 
from evacuation areas, though it is not 
practicable to declare in advance as 
evacuable every area that may be liable 
to attack. Im all cases, however, it is 
the concern of the Government to ensure 
proper provision for the homeless. 


Mr. Lindsay: In view of the fact that 
my right hon. Friend has already stated 
that he did not know on what principle 
evacuation is carried out 


Mr. Brown: I really must correct that 
statement. J have said nothing of the 
kind. 


Mr. Lindsay: It is within the recollec- 
tion of my hon. Friends, but I will not 
press the point. 


Mr. Brown: What I did say was that it 
would be an advantage to me and also to 
the House if I made a statement. 


Mr. Lindsay: In view of the representa- 
tions which have been made from many 
sides of the House, will the right hon. 
Gentleman make a statement on this ques- 
tion, because he was reported to have said 
at Plymouth that it was not desirable to 
take action? A great many Members 
want to know if that is the case or not, 
because seven days afterwards a complete 
evacuation of the children there took 
place. 


Mr. Brown: I cannot be held respon- 
sible for what is stated in reports. What 
happened at Plymouth is clear. I was 
investigating reception problems in the 
West Country at the time when the first 
big raid on Plymouth took place. I 
stopped there and attended the first meet- 
ing of the authorities concerned. The 
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issue of evacuation was raised, and those 
concerned locally did not at that time 
desire it. My hon. Friend must under- 
stand that mothers and fathers, as well 
as politicians, have some views about this 
matter. 


PLACE NAMES (OBLITERATION). 


23. Captain Cunninglyam-Reid asked 
the Home Secretary whether, in view of 
the fact that all over the country many 
names of places have not been properly 
erased but merely covered over by a board 
which can be ripped off or by paint which 
can be removed by petrol and so display 
the locality, he will give instructions that 
names of places are to be obliterated in 
a manner that does not allow of sub- 
sequent disclosure by any means? 


Mr. H. Morrison: No, Sir. 


WOMEN’S VOLUNTARY SERVICE. 


24. Sir H. Williams asked the Home 
Secretary whether members of the 
Women’s Voluntary Service are free to 
express their political opinions and to 
engage in political activities when off 
duty, so long as they observe the limita- 
tions imposed upon the community, as a 
whole, in these respects, by law? 


28. Sir T. Moore asked the Home 
Secretary whether there is any regulation 
which forbids the free expression of polli- 
tical opinions by members of the Women’s 
Voluntary Service when off duty? 


Mr. H. Morrison: Except where the 
rules of a profession or trade to which an 
individual member of the Women’s Volun- 
tary Service belongs enjoin a measure of 
restraint, members of the society have, 
so far as I am aware, the same freedom 
of speech and action in regard to political 
matters as other members of the com- 
munity. 


Sir T. Moore: Will my right hon. 
Friend make it clear to the county com- 
mandants of this organisation that it is 
his view and the wish of the Govern- 
ment that they should be free to express 
their political views? 


Mr. H. Morrison: Yes, Sir. The 
matter has been discussed at the head- 
quarters of the W.V.S., and I do not 
think there is any disagreement between 
them and myself. 


Sir F. Fremantle: Is it clear that they 
should not be allowed to wear uniform 
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when taking part in political demonstra- 
tions? 


Mr. Morrison: I think it is clear that, 
when they are on duty and in evening 
uniform, a certain amount of circumspec- 
tion is desirable. 


INTERNEES. 


31. Miss Eleanor Rathbone asked the 
Home Secretary whether, in view of the 
misunderstandings which exist in the 
United States and elsewhere as to the 
character of aliens who have been tem- 
porarily interned in this country or in the 
Dominions, he will explain that such 
internment does not necessarily imply any 
stigma or disgrace, and that the sub- 
sequent release of the internee indicates 
that he has been subjected to a scrutiny 
which has satisfied His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment that this can be done without pre- 
judice to the national interest; and 
whether he will give an assurance that the 
same principle will be observed in the case 
of internees released for emigration? 


Mr. H. Morrison: I am obliged to my 
hon. Friend for giving me this oppor- 
tunity of stating once more that it has 
always been, and still is, the considered 
view of His Majesty’s Government that 
the general measures of internment which 
it was necessary to take in the interests 
of national security were of a pre- 
cautionary character and were not in- 
tended to imply, and did not in fact 
imply, any reflection upon any loyal and 
friendly alien who was interned in pur- 
suance of general directions. With 
regard to the second and third parts of 
the Question, I can assure my hon. 
Friend that in no case has the release of 
an internee been authorised, whether for 
emigration or for any other reason, unless 
His Majesty's Government had reached 
the conclusion, after investigation, that 
the alien might be at liberty in this 
country without prejudice to the interests 
of national security. 


Miss Rathbone: While thanking my 
right hon. Friend for his reply, may lI 
ask whether he will, if possible, take 
immediate steps to ensure that his reply 
is made known in the United States of 
America and in Canada, so that the public 
there may not make any mistake about 
the character of persons who may: 
emigrate there? 
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Mr. Morrison: No doubt the Supple- 
tary Question of the hon. Lady will have 
the effect of indicating ‘‘ American 
papers, please copy.’’ 


SOLDIER (ARREST BY POLICE). 


32. Colonel Arthur Evans asked the 
Home Secretary whether his attention has 
been called to a case mentioned at Bow 
Street police court, on 25th April last, 
when it was stated by the legal repre- 
sentative of the police that a soldier, in- 
capably drunk, was arrested in Argyle 
Street, and after his legs had given way 
under him was dragged through the 
streets by two police officers; and whether, 
with a view to safeguarding the dignity 
of His Majesty’s uniform, he will give 
instructions that, when it is not possible 
or practical to summon a police ambul- 
ance in such cases, police officers are 
authorised to obtain a taximeter-cab, the 
cost of which to be borne subsequently 
by the guilty party? 


Mr. H. Morrison: | entirely agree with 
the view of my hon. and gallant Fnend 
that every step possible should be taken 
to safeguard the dignity of His Mayjesty’s 
uniform. The instructions of the Metro- 
politan Police are that drunken men, 
arrested at a distance from a_ police 
station, must be conveyed by police van, 
and that a van must be used even for a 
short distance if the prisoner is violent 
or incapable. I am informed by the 
Commissioner of Police that, in this case, 
the arrest took place at a distance of 
about a quarter of a mile from the police 
station. The police officers were of 
opinion that the prisoner was capable of 
walking to the police station. | When, 
however, it became apparent that this 
was not the case, the journey was com- 
pleted in a taxicab. 


Colonel Evans: I am afraid there is 
some mistake, as my right hon. Friend 
has omitted to answer the point of my 
Question. Arising out of the answer 
which he has given, may I ask whether it 
is the case that these officers refused to 
take a taxicab for this purpose when first 
requested to do so by a member of the 
public, who was astounded at the scene, 
and that they consented to do so only 
when that member of the public offered to 
pay for the taxicab? Will my right hon. 
Friend give instructions that police 
officers should be authorised to take a 
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taxicab when an ambulance is_ not 
available? 

Mr. Morrison: [ have done so. I agree 


with the point that my hon. and gallant 
Friend is raising. There was a hiatus on 
this short journey. It is true that, as a 
result of the admirable and generous co- 
operation of a member of the public, help 
was given which solved the problem. I 
agree with my hon. and gallant Friend, 
and I have made suitable representations 
to the Commissioner. I think that the 
police did their best in this case. 


PERSONNEL (REMUNERATION). 


34. Sir Adam Maitland asked the 
Home Secretary whether he is now in a 
position to announce his decision upon 
the proposal submitted to him that the 
officers occupying a more responsible post 
in the Civil Defence services should re- 
ceive increased remuneration? 


Mr. H. Morrison: I am afraid that I 
must ask my hon. Friend to wait a little 
longer. 


Sir A. Maitland: Is the Minister aware 
that some local authorities have been 
waiting long for a decision on this matter? 


Mr. Morrison: I am aware of that, but 
it is the case also that other local autho- 
rities did not agree to the proposal. There 
is a difference of view among authorities, 
and even among Regions, which it is a 
little difficult to straighten out. More- 
over, there is something else which will 
have to be straightened before this matter 
is settled. I assure my hon. Friend that 
I regard the matter as of some import- 
ance, but there are other matters in con- 
nection with Civil Defence which are 
more urgent. 


Mr. Simmonds: Has the right hon. 
Gentleman yet accepted the principle, 
even though he may not be able to 
announce the details? 


Mr. Morrison: No, Sir, that is a Ques- 
tion which I must not answer. 


NURSING RESERVE. 


15. Mr. G. Strauss asked the Minister 
of Health, in view of the shortage of 
trained nurses, what is the policy of the 
Government in calling up for service those 
who have registered their names, at the 


outbreak of war, on the Civil Nursing 
Reserve? 
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Mr. E. Brown: I am anxious to utilise 
the services of any trained nurse member 
of the Civil Nursing Reserve not already 
in employment, and, partly with this in 
view, I have recently extended the scope 
of the Reserve to cover almost every type 
of hospital, including certain special hospi- 
tals where the shortage of nurses is acute. 
Where a trained nurse has offered whole- 
time service without reservation as to 
place, regional nursing officers can ordin- 
arily post her without difficulty. This 
cannot always be arranged, however, 
where the member’s offer is restricted 
either to part-time service or to service 
in a particular locality, or in some other 
way. Such members are now being 
approached and asked to offer service not 
subject to these limitations, and the use 
to be made of their services will depend on 
the replies. 


FIRE PREVENTION. 


37. Sir W. Davison asked the Home 
Secretary in what way, after the making 
of the Fire Prevention Orders, the arrange- 
ments for the provision of free steel 
helmets to fire-watchers and the grant of 
compensation for injuries sustained by 
them on duty were modified ? 


Mr. H. Morrison: I am glad that the 
hon. Member has given me this oppor- 
tunity of looking further into the matter. 
I find that before the making of the 
Orders some local authorities were in- 
formed that they might be authorised to 
issue civilian steel helmets to volunteers 
who were or who undertook to become 
members of supplementary fire parties. 
Subsequently, local authorities generally 
were given to understand that issues 
would be on a more restricted basis. I 
must, of course, honour the earlier assur- 
ance, although, on reflection, I think that 
it would have been better if it had been 
made a condition of a free issue that the 
volunteer should accept certain definite 
obligations, like other part-time Civil De- 
fence volunteers. I hope that all who 
have enrolled as members of supplement- 
ary fire parties and are in a position to do 
so wili assist local authorities to establish 
an effective service by undertaking, like 
other part-time members of Civil Defence 
organisations, to perform not less than 
48 hours’ duty per month where their 
services may be of most use. It is the 
occupier’s responsibility to provide free 
helmets for persons working at business 
premises who perform duties on these 
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premises under the Fire Prevention (Busi- 
ness Premises) Order. 


As regards compensation, the assurance 
given by my right hon. Friend the Minis- 
ter of Pensions, in reply to a Question on 
20th February by the hon. Member for 
Lincoln (Mr. Liddall), will be adhered to. 
Compensation for war service injuries will 
be made in accordance with the Personal 
Injuries (Civilians) Scheme to all fire 
watchers who are duly enrolled or regis- 
tered. In addition, those members of the 
local authority’s Civil Defence organisa- 
tion who undertake to do not less than 48 
hours per month and to serve anywhere in 
the area of their local authority may re- 
ceive an allowance in respect of loss of 
earnings. Asa result, they will get their 
normal weekly earnings for a maximum 
period of 13 weeks, provided that these 
do not exceed the basic weekly pay of 
whole-time Civil Defence volunteers. 


Sir W. Davison: Is my right hon. 
Friend aware that, while there is a con- 
siderable number of elderly people and 
women who are quite prepared to give 
their services for 48 hours per month, 
many of them do not feel capable of being 
or willing to be sent to other parts of 
London with which they are not familiar? 
They are quite willing to give their ser- 
vices in their own district or neighbour- 
hood, but are not prepared to go to other 
parts of London in order to do fire watch- 
ing in districts with which they are not 
familiar ? 


Mr. Morrison: I understand that the 
undertaking would be, not to go to another 
part of London, but to serve anywhere 
within the Metropolitan borough in the 
case of the administrative county, as it 
is not quite so bad. Nevertheless, I hope 
the local authorities, in administering the 
Order,, will take account of exceptional 
cases of women with family responsibili- 
ties or of elderly people, and will ad- 
minister the Order sensibly, and meet 
such cases as far as they can. With good 
will on both sides, it should be possible 
to cope with any difficulties. 


Mr. Thorne: Is the right hon. Gentle- 
man aware that there is a great deal of 
dissatisfaction about it, and is he prepared 
to give instructions to local authorities 
which, if carried out, would give satisfac- 
tion? 

Mr. Morrison: I will consider giving 
guidance, but it must not be too precise, 
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because one does not want the matter con- 
fused. I will consider whether I can 
give guidance which, at the same time, 
will not run away with the situation. 


43. Sir George Broadbridge asked the 
Financial Secretary to the Treasury when 
the hon. Member for the City of London 
can expect a reply to his letter of 21st 
March containing complaints with regard 
to a large number of Inland Revenue 
staffs at Empire House, E.C.2, engaged 
on fire-watching duties, to obtain food 
while on week-end duty; and whether the 


grievance complained of has now been 
remedied ? 


The Financial Secretary to the Treasury 
(Captain Crookshank): To-day, Sir. 


POLISH NEWSPAPER. 


39. Mr. Lipson asked the Home Secre- 
tary whether he has seen the unanimous 
statement of the Council of Ministers of 
the Polish Government that the activities 
of ‘‘ Jestem Polakiem’’ are harmful to 
the British cause and should be con- 
demned; and will he take steps to ban 
the publication of this paper, seeing that 


what injures the Polish cause must also 
injure Britain’s? 


Mr. H. Morrison: The powers under the 
Defence Regulations to exercise control 
Over newspapers can be exercised only 
where I am satisfied that there has been 
a systematic publication of matter which 
is, IN my opinion, calculated to foment 
opposition to the prosecution of the war 
to a successful issue. After consultation 
with my right hon. Friends the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs and the Min- 
ister of Information, I have come to the 
conclusion that I should not be justified, 
at any rate on the information before me 


at present, in taking action in respect of 
this publication. 


Mr. Lipson: Would my right hon. 
Friend give further consideration to this 
matter, in view of the fact that the activity 
of this paper has been commended in the 
Nazi Press and that it is being freely cir- 
culated among the Polish serving men in 
this country? 


Mr. Morrison: I will continue to keep 
the matter under review. The behaviour 
of the publication will be watched. 


Mr. Rhys Davies: Can the right hon. 
Gentleman make representations to the 
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Polish authorities in this country that they 
should try to induce this paper to drop 
its anti-Jewish propaganda ? 


Mr. Morrison: The matter has already 
been under consideration by the Polish 
authorities, and it would appear that the 
action which the hon. Member now sug- 
gests has already been taken. 


Mr. Mander: Would it not be better to 
treat this paper with the contempt it 
deserves, and not give it too much pub- 
licity ? 


Hon. Members: No. 


RESCUE PARTIES (PERMISSIBLE LIGHT). 


40. Mr. Simmonds asked the Home 
Secretary whether he is satisfied that there 
is clear understanding on the part of the 
police and the Civil Defence services as 
to the nature and volume of light permis- 
sible to rescue parties at night during air- 
raid and all-clear periods, respectively ? 


Mr. H. Morrison: I have no information 
which suggests that further guidance to 
the police and Civil Defence services in 
this matter is required, and no cases of 
difficulty under the existing procedure 
have been brought to my notice. I should, 
however, be happy to consider the matter 
further in the light of any information 
which my hon. Friend may be in a posi- 
tion to give me. 


Mr. Simmonds: Is my right hon. 
Friend not aware that in several incidents 
in the Metropolitan area, where rescue 
parties have been working with permis- 
sible lights, residents nearby have pressed 
the police to take action, the police have 
done so and rescue work has stopped, 
thereby possibly preventing the rescue of 
some who would otherwise have been 
saved, and does he not think that it is 
a matter which requires general clari- 
fication ? 


Mr. Morrison: So far as is necessary, 
we maintain consultation with the police 
and the Civil Defence authorities to give 
them general guidance, but if you tied 
this matter up with the most meticulous 
degree of regulations, you would get into 
the realm of red tape in which nobody 
knows quite what to do. On the whole, 


it is better settled on the spot between 


the police and the Civil Defence people. 
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LOOTING. 


41. Mr. Culverwell asked the Home 
Secretary whether his attention has been 
called to the case at Bow Street, on 3rd 
May, of a member of the Auxiliary Fire 
Service who pleaded guilty to a charge of 
looting; and whether he will take steps to 
have members of the Auxiliary Fire Ser- 
vice, who have been found guilty of loot- 
ing, transferred when they have served 
their sentence to duties in which the 
opportunity for looting is not so easy? 


Mr. H. Morrison: I have seen reports 
in the Press on the case in question. The 
issue raised by my hon. Friend is for 
determination by the local authority con- 
cerned, and I am informed that it is the 
practice in London for a man to report 
back for duty after completion of his sen- 
tence. Careful consideration is then given 
to the question whether his services should 


be dispensed with or not, and, if he is 


retained, the nature of the duties which he 
should perform. 


Mr. Culverwell: Is my right hon. 
Friend aware of the magistrate’s remark 
to the district officer? It makes one 
wonder whether the authorities appreciate 
the contemptible nature of this offence. 
Surely the right hon. Gentleman would 
agree that it is entirely wrong that a ser- 
vice which provides easy opportunities for 
looting should have restored to it men 
who have already committed that offence? 


Mr. Morrison: There is a number of 
people whose records are open to ques- 
tion—who even have criminal records— 
who have done a first-class job in Civil 
Defence. ) f 
London County Council—and I know 
their standards quite well—that they will 
consider this matter in the most careful 
way possible before putting men in the 
Service. I respect the opinions of magis- 
trates, but on this matter I would rather 
take the opinion of the London County 
Council. 


Mr. Garro Jones: Is the degree of 
opportunity to be looked upon as a deter- 
rent against these offences? Would it not 
be better to hold over those convicted the 
prospect of being retained in places where 
opportunities are easier rather than where 
opportunities are more rare? 


Mr. Morrison: I think it would be the 
other way with the L.C.C. 
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SHELTERS. 


20. Mr. David Adams asked the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department 
whether, in view of the fact that large 
surplus supplies of cement are now avail- 
able, he will at once encourage local 
authorities to strengthen materially their 
surface brick shelters by the application of 
a thick extra coating of cement and also by 
the use of a certain proportion of such 
metal as disused tramway lines, etc., as 
may be available, for strutting these and 
also basements now strutted with timber? 


The Secretary of State for the Home 
Department (Mr. Herbert Morrison): I am 
in touch with the appropriate local 


authorities regarding the strengthening of 


brick surface shelters, but pending the 
result of certain experiments which I hope 
will be completed in the near future I do 
not propose to issue any general advice to 
local authorities on this subject. If my 
hon. Friend has in mind any particular 
local authority which is in need of urgent 
advice, I shall be glad to arrange for the 
appropriate Regional Technical Adviser 
to confer with them. As regards the 
strutting of basements, suitable instruc- 
tions have already been given to local 
authorities but I am advised that, where 
timber strutting of a satisfactory design 
has already been installed, it is not neces- 
sary to replace it by steel, provided that 
it is strengthened with additional bracing 
where necessary. 


Mr. Adams: Is the Minister aware that, 
in connection with recent raids on the 


North-East coast,.<éaere is a general 
opinion that if these improvements could 
have been effected, life and limb would 


have been saved? 


Mr. Morrison: If I am given any specific ° 
information, I shall be glad to look into 
it. It is-not.too helpful to-make—repre- 
sentations on general impressions, and if 
I may say so, I do not think it is quite 
fair; but if any specific information is 
given, it shall be looked into carefully. 


Mr. Adams: I will endeavour to be more 
fair in future. 


35. Mr. Lindsay asked the Home Sec- 
retary what Regulations he has made with 
a view to closing unauthorised shelters? 


Mr. Morrison: It has been decided to 
make a Defence Regulation enabling a 
Regional Commissioner to direct that the 
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use of shelters of this kind by the public 
shall be prevented or restricted in any 
manner that he may require if, in his 
opinion, that use involves dangers to 
safety or health. I may add that the 
Regulation is aimed not at persons who 
use the shelter but at those who encourage 
or permit their assembly. 


Mr. Lindsay: I am very glad to hear 
that the Regulation has now been made. 
May I ask whether it will be applied 1m- 
mediately to a shelter well known to the 
Regional Commissioner, where, I under- 
stand this morning, scabies has broken 
out? This is a case in point. 


Mr. Morrison: If my hon. Friend will 
give me particulars of the case, I shall be 
glad to look into it. 


36. Mr. Lindsay asked the Home Sec- 
retary how many of the new domestic 
shelters are distributed to households; and 
what steps he has taken to provide more 
deep shelters? 


Mr. Morrison: As regards the first part 
of the Question, full delivery of all the 
components of the indoor shelter has only 
recently begun, and I regret that I am not 
in a position to give the information 
desired. As regards the second part of 
the Question, I explained fully, in my 
broadcast on 3rd November last, the gen- 
eral principles on which I am working: 


it would not be in the public interest to 
give details. 


Mr. Lindsay: I do not want to press 
my right hon. Friend about the actual 
details, but do I understand that he is 
attempting to make provision not only for 


dispersal, but, wherever possible, for deep 
shelters ? 


Mr. Morrison: As I have said, we are 
quite ready to consider deep shelter pro- 
posals on their merits, but questions of 
labour supply, materials, and so on must 
be taken into account. There are also 
problems of morale connected with deep 
shelters. I think, moreover, that it ought 
to be indicated that, whereas many people 
tarted the war on the basis that the 
eeper we went the better, the civil popu- 
lation has shown a tendency—and I am 
very grateful to them for it—to finish up 
on the roof, fighting fire bombs. I do not 
want to discourage that courageous spirit. 
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Mr. Noel-Baker: Is my right hon. 
Friend satisfied with the demand for the 
new billiard-table shelter? 


Mr. Morrison: Yes, Sir. 


38. Mr. R. C. Morrison asked the 
Home Secretary whether he is aware of 
the non-delivery of certain parts of the 
new indoor shelters although other parts 
were delivered over a month ago; that 
local authorities are paying storage charges 
for the parts delivered; and, in view of 
the fact that shelters cannot be erected 
until quantities of such of the parts have 
been received, will he expedite delivery 
of the remaining components? 


Mr. H. Morrison: I am aware that de- 
livery of some of the small components 
of the shelter has been slower than that 
of the larger parts. Supplies of these 
small parts are now being received in in- 
creasing quantities, and my _ right hon. 
Friend the Minister of Supply is taking 
special steps to expedite their delivery. 


DETENTIONS. 


22. Sir H. Williams asked the Home 
Secretary whether every class of person, 
who is detained under the Defence Regu- 


lations, has his case submitted to a 
tribunal ? 


Mr. H. Morrison: I presume that my 
hon. Friend is referring to persons de- 
tained under Defence Regulation 18B. 
Under this Regulation any person 
agerieved by the making of an Order 
against him has a right to make objections 
to the Advisory Committee appointed 
under the Regulation. 


Sir H. Williams: Is rt not the case that 


some of the people who are detained have 
no rights of this kind? 


Mr. Morrison: Those detained under 
Regulation 18B all have those rights, and 
I assumed that the hon. Member was 
asking about those detained under that 
Regulation. 


Sir H. Williams: But are there not 
certain classes of aliens who have no : 
such rights? 


Mr. Morrison: I think that the ground 
is pretty generally covered by existing 
provisions, save for exceptional cases. 
There are instances in which the police 
and the Regional Commissioners can 
apprehend, but the exercise of those 
powers is subject to confirmation by the 
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Secretary of State, in which case the 
machine in due course picks up and the 
right of appeal is given. 


Sir H. Williams: Is there not a tribunal 
known as the Lindley tribunal? 


MINISTRY OF HEALTH (ANNUAL 
REPORT). 


13. Mr. Rhys Davies asked the Minis- 
ter of Health whether he has now con- 
sidered issuing the last Annual Report 
for his Department in an abbreviated 
form; and will he state his decision? 


Mr. E. Brown: Yes, Sir. I propose to 
issue a summarised report covering the 
two years ended 31st March, 1941, when 
the material has been collated. 


Mr. Rhys Davies: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman be good enough to ask some 
of his officers, when they give statistics 
of what is happening to the health of 
the community, to see that Parliament 
shall receive that information at any rate 


at the same time as they give it to the 
Press? 


Mr. Brown: I am doing my best in 
that matter, but, as the hon. Member 
knows, I am not responsible for the con- 
duct of the Business of the House. 


Sir F. Fremantle: Does the right hon. 
Gentleman’s reply refer to the Annual 
Report of the Chief Medical Officer of 
the Ministry, or to the Report of the 
Department, because that is an extremely 
valuable document for the whole world? 


Mr. Brown: I shall do my best to have 
at least a summary published. 


PIONEER CORPS (ALIEN DOCTORS). 


16. Mr. G. Strauss asked the Minister 
of Health whether the Government will 
use the services of alien doctors in the 
Pioneer Corps for medical work in 
hospitals and institutions? 


Mr. E. Brown: These doctors are being 
considered for employment in hospitals 
and institutions equally with others of 
allied or enemy nationality, through the 
machinery set up by the Central Medical 
War Committee. My right hon. Friend 
the Secretary of State for War has given 
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instructions that every facility is to be 
afforded for their attendance at inter- 
views with employing authorities and for 
their discharge from the Corps when em- 
ployment is obtained. 


Colonel Arthur Evans: Can the right 
hon. Gentleman say how many alien 
doctors are concerned in this? 


Mr. Brown: I could not answer that 
without notice. 


INCOME TAX (PENSIONERS). 


42. Mr. Parker asked the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer whether he was aware that 
his new Income Tax proposals will un- 
fairly affect aged Post Office and other 
pensioners coming within their ambit, as 
they may not survive till after the war, to 
receive back deferred payments; and 
whether he will exclude this type of 
person? 


Captain Crookshank: My right hon. 
Friend is afraid that he cannot make any 
exception to the proposals for increase in 
the income tax charge. I may say that it 
is proposed to provide in the Finance Bill 
that the benefit in respect of post-war 
credit for the increase of Income Tax will 
accrue to the personal representatives of 
any taxpayer who may not survive the 
war? 


MINISTRY OF INFORMATION. 
BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC (LOSSES). 


44. Mr. David Adams asked the 
Minister of Information whether he is 
aware of adverse effects upon opinion in 
the United States of America resulting 
from the Government’s refusal to publish 
data showing the loss in transit, by enemy 
action, of war supplies from America; and 
whether he will make a statement on this 
subject in the near future? 


The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Information (Mr. Harold 
Nicolson): My right hon. Friend is well 
aware of the considerations to which the 
hon. Member refers, and he is anxious to 
release as much information as possible 
on this and other aspects of the Battle of 
the Atlantic. It must however be borne 
in mind that information which is of 
interest to our friends in America may be 
of assistance to our enemies in Europe. 
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Mr. Adams: Is the Minister aware of the 
comments on this subject of journals in 
America which are very favourable to 
our cause? 


Mr. Granville: In view of recent 
speeches by American leaders, may I ask 
if this is not the kind of information which 
would have diplomatic advantage if it 
were given to America; and, further, will 
the Minister take into consideration that 
unless his Department does give this in- 
formation to America, the American Press 
and people will be placed at the mercy of 
Dr. Goebbels’ propaganda department? 


Mr. Nicolson: That consideration is 
constantly borne in mind, but it is also 
most important not to give the enemy 
precise facts on matters in regard to which 
at present they can only make the wildest 
guesses. 


Mr. Mander: Did not the Lord Privy 
Seal, in reply to a question put down by 
me last week, say it was the intention of 
the Government in future to give fuller in- 
formation, and is he going to carry out 
that promise? 


Mr. Nicolson: Certainly, not full, but 
fuller information. 


REGIONAL COMMITTEES. 


53. Mr. Mander asked the Minister of 
Information whether he will reconsider 
the advisability of permitting his Regional 
committees to advise on and criticise the 
policy of his Department, with a view to 
increasing their usefulness? 


Mr. Nicolson: Regional committees serv- 
ing the Ministry of Information are not 
only permitted, but encouraged, to offer 
advice. No change of policy is required. 


Mr. Mander: Is it not the case that the 
Regional advisory committees have 
unanimously recommended the Ministry 
of Information to abandon the system of 
a Members’ veto on meetings. Is any 
notice to be taken of that advice? 


Mr. Nicolson: It is one thing to offer 
advice and it is another to pass resolutions 
of disapproval against the Ministry of In- 
formation. The recommendations have 
been taken into consideration. 


Mr. Mander: But, as a result of that 
consideration, have they been negatived? 
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AGRICULTURE. 
ADVISORY LEAFLETS. 


46. Mr. T. Smith asked the Minister of 
Agriculture the extent of the demands for 
the various advisory leaflets for farmers 
and allotment-holders issued by _ his 
Department? 


The Minister of Agriculture (Mr. R. S. 
Hudson): There has been a marked in- 
crease this year in the demands for leaflets 
in the ‘‘ Growmore ”’ series for farmers 
and in the ‘‘ Dig for Victory ”’ series for 
allotment-holders and gardeners, and 
steps have been taken to ensure that these 
leaflets reach those who will derive benefit 
from them. From Ist January to 30th 
April this year, the demands for all 
‘“Growmore’’ leaflets totalled over 
1,250,000, compared with about 400,000 
for the same period in 1940. Nearly 
250,000 leaflets on ‘‘ The Early Bite,’’ 
‘ Nitrogen—The Way to High Yields,’’ 
and ‘‘ Kale for Winter Feed ’’ have been 
issued to date this year, compared with 
about 30,000 during the whole of last 
year. During March last, the Post- 
master-General, at my request, arranged 
for a house-to-house distribution in rural 
areas of the principal ‘‘ Dig for Victory ” 
leafle-—‘‘ Vegetable Production in 
Private Gardens.’’ Including demands 
from the urban areas, 5,000,000 copies of 
this leaflet have been distributed in the 
past two months, together with over 
600,000 copies of a coloured cropping 
chart showing how to plan the production 
of vegetables for winter as well as 
summer. Over 1,000,000 copies of the 
various advisory leaflets in the ‘‘ Dig for 


Victory ’’ series have also been issued to 
date. 


Mr. Smith: Is my right hon. Friend 
satisfied that the advice given in these 
leaflets 1s generally followed by farmers 
and allotment-holders? 


Mr. Hudson: As a result of the pro- 
paganda campaign on the wireless and in 
the Press, more attention is being paid 
to, and more use is being made of, the 
advice made available for farmers and 
allotment-holders. 


HYDROPONICS. 


47. Mr. T. Smith asked the Minister of 
Agriculture the progress being made in 
this country with regard to hydroponics, 
and other methods of soil-less culture? 


en ee err eae Re see ea a 


97 5 Oral Answers 


Mr. Hudson: The processes of water 
and sand culture under glass are being 
tested at several experimental centres 
aided by the Ministry, as well as by 
private persons and commercial firms. 
The results so far obtained are incon- 
clusive. 


Mr. Smith: Am I right in assuming that 
the committee of scientific men examined 
these new methods; and if so, will a sum- 
mary of their conclusions be at the dis- 
posal of the House? 


Mr. Hudson: A summary of the ex- 
perimental work up to 1938 was published 
in the ‘‘ Ministry of Agriculture Journal ”’ 
in November, 1938. Since then, certain 
articles have been published, notably one 
by Reading University and others in two 
numbers of the ‘‘ Fruit Grower,’’ in May, 
1940. I will see that as the tests are 
concluded some information is published. 


Mr. Smith: Does my right hon. Friend 
remember that many months ago he 
promised to give a summary of the most 
up-to-date conclusions? So far, I have 
not been able to trace them. 


Mr. Hudson: I am afraid the experi- 
ments have not yet reached the stage at 


which it would be possible to draw con- 
clusions. 


GRASSLAND PLOUGHING. 


48. Mr. Vernon Bartlett asked the 
Minister of Agriculture what opportunity 
is given to farmers to appeal against the 
ploughing-up orders of the war agricul- 
tural executive committees? 


Mr. Hudson: I would refer the hon. 
Member to the reply which I gave to a 
Question by the hon, Member for the Isle 
of Ely (Mr. de Rothschild) on this subject 
on 27th February. 


Mr. Granville: In the case of small 
working farmers who have been dis- 
possessed, for various reasons—perhaps 
the lack of capital—is there any oppor- 
tunity for them, in view of the shortage 
of labour, to continue working as culti- 


vators, and to assist in food production? 


Mr. Hudson: There is nothing to stop 
them working as agricultural labourers. 


Pic CLUBS. 


50. Mr. Parker asked the Minister of 
Agriculture the qualifications for member- 
ship of a pig club; and the conditions 
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which must be fulfilled before members 


can receive part of the pig meat so pro- 
duced? 


Mr. Hudson: I am sending the hon. 
Member leaflets giving full information. 


Mr. Parker: Is the mght hon. Gentle- 
man aware that in some villages of Essex 
people are evading these conditions, and 
are getting pig meat without having to 
keep pigs at all? 


NATIONAL DIPLOMA COURSES. 


51. Mr. Rhys Davies asked the Minister 
of Agriculture whether national diploma 
courses are being continued in agricultural 
colleges; whether Ministry of Agriculture 
scholarships for the children of farm 
workers and others, to enable them to 
take such courses, still continue; and, if 
not, why? 


Mr. Hudson: The answer to the first part 
of the Question is in the affirmative. In 
reply to the second and third parts, 
although certain awards made before the 
outbreak of war are being continued, in 
existing circumstances the need for farm 
work is so great that the operation of the 
scholarship scheme has been suspended. J 
need not say that I shall keep the position 
under constant review, and restore the 
scheme as soon as the position justifies. 


Mr. Rhys Davies: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that the decision has 
interfered with the scholastic courses of 
some young people who are actually in 
the middle of i courses? Is it not pos- 
sible to allow them to continue to the end? 


Mr. Hudson: One of the main difficul- 
ties was the lack of teachers. As the 
House will be aware, last summer, in order 
to speed up the food production cam- 
paign, I was compelled to divert technical 
teachers to assist district committees in 
the actual food production campaign. 
Until we are a good deal “‘ forrader,’’ I 
am not prepared to allow them to go back 
to their normal duties. 


Sir Joseph Lamb: Is it not a fact that 


the national necessity was greater than the 
personal one? 


Mr. Hudson: Yes, Sir. 


DISPOSSESSED FARMERS, SUFFOLK. 


52. Mr. Thorne asked the Minister of 
Agriculture whether he can give any in- 
formation in connection with the dismissal 
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of 200 Suffolk farmers for bad cultivation; 


and what action he intends taking about 
the matter? 


Mr. Hudson: I assume that the hon. 
Member refers to statements appearing 
recently in the Press that 200 farmers in 
Suffolk had been turned out of their farms 
by the county war agricultural executive 
committees. [his statement is not correct. 
In fact, I understand that the total num- 
ber of cases in East and West Suffolk 
where owner-occupiers or tenants of farms 
have been dispossessed of their farms 
owing to failure to cultivate their land in 
accordance with the rules of good hus- 
bandry is not much more than half the 
figure stated. In all these cases the action 
of the committees was taken with my con- 
sent, and, therefore, the last part of the 
Question does not arise. 


Mr. Thorne: Even if only a certain num- 
ber of the farmers had been dispossessed, 
what has become of the land which was 
being cultivated ? 


Mr. Hudson: It was because the land 
was not being properly cultivated that the 
committee took possession of it. They are 
taking steps to see that it is now culti- 
vated and brought back into production. 


Mr. Loftus: Is my mght hon. Friend 
aware that many of these area committees 
in Suffolk are composed of men of 
the highest character and agricultural 
capacity, who are carrying out their diff- 
cult and disagreeable task only from 4 
sense of public duty? 


Mr. Hudson: Yes; and I have already 
borne witness to the Government’s appre- 
ciation of their efforts. In view of the 
food situation, we must back them up in 
everything that they do to encourage 
proper cultivation of the land. 


Mr. Maxton: Why has this county such 
a very large proportion of inefficient 
farmers as compared with any other 


county in England and with any in 
Scotland? 


Mr. Hudson: We must remember the 
difficulties of farming in East Anglia dur- 
ing the last 20 years. We are now trying 
to bring back the land into cultivation. 


Mr. Lipson: Is there any difficulty about 
getting people to take over these farms? 


Mr. Hudson: Not so far as I know. 
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FOOD SUPPLIES. 
HoME-GROWN TOMATOES (PRICE). 


56. Mr. R. C. Morrison asked the Par- 
liamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Food whether he is aware that home- 
grown tomatoes are being sold at 6s. 6d. 
per pound; and whether he will make an 
order forthwith fixing a maximum price, 
in view of the fact that this has already 
been done in the case of imported 
tomatoes? 


The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Food (Major Lloyd George): 
English tomatoes are not yet in season, 
and prices are necessarily high. As the 
crop comes on to the market in increasing 
quantities in the next six weeks, prices 
are expected to fall substantially. The 
Question whether in these circumstances 
a Price Control Order will be necessary is 
at present under consideration. 


PRICE REGULATION. 


57. Sir Smedley Crooke asked the Par- 
liamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Food whether, in view of the grave abuses 
infesting the trade in unrationed foods, 
where in some instances prices have been 
doubled and even quadrupled, he will 
consider the advisability of granting in- 
creased powers to the prices regulation 
regional committees, in order to stop this 
practice? — 


Maior Lloyd George: The prices of a 
wide range of foodstuffs are regulated by 
maximum price orders or some other form 
of control, and enforcement of price orders 
is actively undertaken by the Muinistry’s 
divisional and local organisations. Con- 
trol will be extended to other commodi- 
ties where such extension is necessary and 
practicable. 


PAPER CONTROL (PAMPHLETS). 


59. Mrs. Rathbone asked the Minister 
of Supply whether he is aware of the 
number of valueless pamphlets, both from 
private individuals and organisations, 
being received by Members of Parliament 
day after day; and whether there can be 
some further control to prevent this waste 
of paper? 


The Joint Parliamentary Secretary to 


the Ministry of Supply (Mr. Harold 
Maemillan): There are very severe re- 


strictions on the quantity of paper made 
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available for general printing and on the 
distribution of advertising circulars. How- 
ever much I sympathise personally with 
my hon. Friend, I should be loth to be- 
come a censor of pamphlets to be dis- 
tributed either to hon. Members or to the 
general public. 


Mr. Gordon Macdonald: Is the hon. 
Gentleman satisfied that the amount of 
space taken up for advertising purposes 
in papers generally is justified? 


Mr. Macmillan: This Question refers to 
circulars. Paper used for miscellaneous 
printing is limited to 20 per cent., and 
for circulars to 15 per cent., of the pre- 
war amount. 


Mr. Charles Williams: Could not the 
Government themselves reduce _ the 
number of circulars? 


CORONERS. 


60. General Sir George Jeffreys asked 
the Attorney-General which Department 
has power to deal with coroners for county 
districts in cases where complaint is made 
of unsatisfactory performance of their 
duties not amounting to misbehaviour or 
incompetence as, from a recent case when 
complaint was made of a coroner, it 
appears that the functions of the Lord 
Chancellor are somewhat ill-defined, and 
that the Home Secretary has no authority 
over coroners in such a matter as this; 
and whether he will take steps to clarify 
this matter so as to ensure that any 
coroner who may neglect his duty shall 
be dealt with adequately and without 
undue delay? 


The Attorney-General (Sir Donald 
Somervell): I will state first the function 
of the Lord Chancellor in this matter, 
which is to receive any complaint which 
may be made with respect to the conduct 
of a coroner, whether under Section 8 of 
the Coroners Act, 1887, or under the 
Common Law. If he forms the opinion 
that the complaint, if substantiated, would 
be such as to require him to remove the 
coroner from his office for inability or 
misbehaviour in the discharge of his 
duty, he investigates the complaint giving 
a full opportunity to the coroner to deal 
with any charges made and decides 
judicially on the matter. Section 8 (2) of 
the Coroners Act, 1887, inter alia makes 
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wilful neglect by a coroner a misde- 
meanour. Apart from this provision there 
is no power to take disciplinary action 
against a coroner where the complaint 
does not amount in the Lord Chancellor’s 
opinion to inability or misbehaviour in 
the discharge of his duty. The existing 
provisions would seem adequate for deal- 
ing with any serious case. 


ee 


RECONSTRUCTION (BUILDING 
MATERIALS). 


61. Mr. R. J. Taylor asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works and Buildings whether he can give 
the House any assurance that the neces- 
sary building materials, cement, bricks, 
etc., will be available for the heavy con- 
struction programme before the country 
and that there is no likelihood of short- 


ages being experienced, as was the case 
last year? 


The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works and Buildings (Mr. 
Hicks): Yes, Sir. Jam glad to be able to 
sive the House full assurance that, sub- 
ject to unforeseen developments, all the 
necessary building materials will be avail- 
able for essential works in the Govern- 
ment programme. I would, however, 
emphasise that this is conditioned by the 
fact that we cannot afford to allow any 
work to proceed which is not urgently 
necessary. 


Sir H. Williams: Can the hon. Gentle- 
man say whether in fact there was any 
shortage of cement at all last year, except 
a shortage produced by  ill-managed 
premises? 


DAMAGED HOUSES (REPAIRS). 


62. Mr. R. J. Taylor asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works and Buildings to what extent con- 
tractors and labour have been withdrawn 
from urgent Government works to carry 
out repairs to damaged houses; and 
whether he will consider arranging for 
reserves of labour to be earmarked and 
kept available for such work? 


Mr. Hicks: Contractors and labour 
have been withdrawn in some cases from 
urgent Government works to meet im- 
mediate requirements after very heavy 
air attacks. But such withdrawal has 
been purely temporary. Ordinarily, it 1s 
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| Mr. Hicks. | 

considered that the better co-ordination 
of local building contractors and labour 
should provide the necessary means of 
meeting the demand for house repair; and 
this is now in hand. It would not, in the 
Ministry's opinion, be justifiable to hold 
reserves Of labour which would not be 
fully occupied when not actually required 
for air-raid damage repair work. 


Mr. Taylor: Will my hon. Friend bear 
in mind that in present circumstances 
there is a large number of houses which 
can be made habitable with no great 
amount of repair, but which are not 
being made habitable because of the 
shortage of labour in a particular area? 


Mr. Hicks: I can assure my hon. 
Friend that. this is a matter that will 
necessarily receive very urgent considera- 
tion. We have been commissioned by 
the Prime Minister to give such work 
priority, and in each and every case 
where practicable men will be drafted in 
order to give temporary services to put 
houses into habitable condition. 


GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 
(BRICKED-UP ROOMS). 


63. Lieut.-Colonel Heneage asked the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works and Buildings whether he is pro- 
viding sunlight, or other treatment, for 
civil servants and other Government staffs 
working in rooms bricked-up on account 
of anti-blast or other purposes; and 
whether he has consulted the medical pro- 
fession on this question? 


Mr. Hicks: The answer to both parts 
of the hon. and gallant Member's Ques- 
tion is in the negative. Where windows 
are bricked up the work is done to provide 
the most effective protection against blast 
and splinters, and ventilation is provided. 
There is obviously a loss of amenity, but 
Departments have not drawn my atten- 
tion to any adverse effect on the health 
of the staffs concerned. 


Lieut.-Colonel Heneage: Will my hon. 
Friend consider that it is too late to send 
complaints from the Departments; is he 
aware that some of the hospitals in similar 
circumstances have installed sunlight 
treatment; and will he consider installing 
sunlight baths? 
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Mr. Hicks: I do not think that the 
Department will be behind in making any 
recommendation. 


CONCENTRATION OF PRODUCTION. 


64. Mr. G. Strauss asked the President 
of the Board of Trade whether he can 
make any statement as to the general 
progress made in the drawing up of 
schemes for the concentration of industry ? 


The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Board of Trade (Captain Waterhouse) : 
The hon. Member will no doubt have 
seen in the Press that the latest dates for 
the submission of voluntary arrangements 
for concentration have been fixed for cer- 
tain industries. The dates range from 
15th to 31st May. As soon as possible 
after the latter date my right hon. Friend 
hopes to review the situation and make 
a further statement. 


MALTA (AIR-RAIDS). 


65. Mr. Thorne asked the Secretary of 
State for Air, how many times Malta has 
been raided since September; and the 
number of men, women and children that 
have been killed and injured? 


The Under-Secretary of State for Air 
(Captain Harold Balfour): The answer to 
the first part of the Question is 82. As 
regards the second part, it would not be 
in the public interest to disclose the num- 
ber of Service casualties. Particulars of 
the civilian casualties are not available in 
this country. 


Mr. R. J. Taylor: Will the hon. and 
gallant Gentleman inform the House of the 
number of machines that were brought 
down in this country last night? 


Captain Balfour: The raids on Malta 
referred to in this Question have not been 
the only activity in the air, because the 
House will be interested to know that last 
night we destroyed 23 of the enemy 
machines coming over to this country, and 
in addition to that total of 23, there is 
a considerable number, of which I cannot 
give the exact figure, damaged and pos- 
sibly brought down, and I might tell the 
House that the “ pick-up ’’ may come 
into double figures. 


Mr. Thorne: Is the Minister aware that 
my Question has resulted in some jolly 
good information? 
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Mr. Maxton: What has that to do with 
Malta ? 


Mr. Mander: Can my hon. and gallant 
Friend say approximately how many 
machines came over? 


Captain Balfour indicated dissent. 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. Lees-Smith: May I ask the Lord 
Privy Seal whether he will state the 
forthcoming Business? 


The Lord Privy Seal (Mr. Attlee): The 
Business will be as follows: 


On the first Sitting Day—Second Read- 
ing of the Allied Powers (Maritime Courts) 
Bill, and Committee stage of the neces- 
sary Money Resolution. 


On the second Sitting Day—Supply 
(6th Allotted Day): Committee. A 
Debate on Economic Warfare will take 
place in Secret Session. 


On the third Sitting Day—Committee 
and remaining stages of the Allied Powers 
(Maritime Courts) Bill. 


During those days, as opportunity 
offers, further progress will be made with 
the Liabilities (War-Time Adjustment) 
Bill [Lords| and the Public and Other 
Schools (War Conditions) Bill [Lords]. 


Sir Percy Harris: Can the right hon. 
Gentleman assure the House that there 
will be an early opportunity to debate 
the Ministry of Supply? 


Mr. Attlee: That opportunity will be 
given, but I am unable to state the exact 
day. 


Mr. Thorne: Is the Lord Privy Seal in 
a position to state when the Finance Bill 
will be available in the Vote Office? 


Mr. Attlee: Next week. 


Captain Cunningham-Reid: Will an 
opportunity be given to the House in 
the near future to discuss the very vital 
question of propaganda? 


Mr. Attlee: That will be considered, if 


it is the desire of the House to have a 
Debate. 


Mr. Lindsay: Can my right hon. Friend 
say whether he can find time, if there is 
a sufficient feeling in the House, for a 
general discussion on the allied questions 
of Civil Defence and evacuation? 
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Mr. Attlee: That question will also be 
considered. 


WRITTEN ANSWERS. 


FOOD SUPPLIES. 
FOODSTUFFS (SPECULATION). 


Mr. Windsor asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Food whether 
his attention has been called to a state- 
ment made by the chairman of the North 
Midland Food Price Investigation Com- 
mittee that big gambling was taking place 
in food prices; and what steps he is taking 
to prevent this in future? 


Mr. Lyons asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Food, whether 
his attention has been called to the fact 
of the profiteering in canned soup and 
canned marmalade through the handling 
of commodities on several occasions before 
they reach the consumer, where the price 
from the manufacturer is 64d. and 84d. 
and sold to the public at Is. 24d. and 
3s. Od. per tin, respectively, through price 
attachments by several persons who render 
no service in the matter at all; and whether 
he will take .some steps to eliminate this 
manifold handling: 


Major Lloyd George: | would refer my 
hon. Friends to the answer which I gave 
on this subject on Tuesday, 6th May. 


HERRINGS. 


Mr. Boothby asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Food whether 
arrangements will be made to catch a 
sufficient quantity of herrings, during the 
forthcoming summer and autumn fishings, 
to satisfy all the possible requirements of 
this country? 


Major Lloyd George: As my hon. Friend 
is aware, there are certain considerations 
affecting the herring fishery which make 
it unlikely that the quantities landed will 
be sufficient for the full requirements oi 
the home market, and my Noble Friend 
trusts that the catchers will co-operate 
with him in making such arrangements as 
will ensure that the maximum quantities 
possible will be made available for con- 
sumption in this country. 


RATIONING (RESTAURANT MEALS). 


Mr. Naylor asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Food whether 
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he will take steps to prevent persons who 
are not employed in industry or the pro- 
fessions, or are not on national service of 
any description, from taking meals in 
restaurants or hotels in addition to their 
rations, by the official stamping of ration 
books or identity cards, or in any other 
way that will bring this abuse of the 
rationing system to an end? 


Major Lloyd George: | am not in a 
position to add anything to the statement 
I made on this matter in the course of the 
Debate on 30th April. 


VEGETABLES. 


Mr. Rostron Duckworth asked the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Food his plans for drying vegetables 
this summer? 


Major Lloyd George: The expert advice 
I have received with regard to the drying 
of perishable summer vegetables is that so 
large a proportion of the food value of the 
resultant product is lost when any of the 
processes now operated on a commercial 
scale are employed, that further develop- 
ment on these lines would not be justified 
in existing circumstances. My Depart- 
ment is, however, keeping in close touch 
with the experimental work which is being 
carried out on this subject, and, should 
this work lead to improved technical 
methods, steps will be taken to develop 
them on a commercial scale. 


BRITISH ARMY. 
ARMY STORES (PROSECUTION, DORSET). 


Mr. Bartlett asked the Secretary of State 
for War whether his attention has been 
called to a case where a Blandford farmer 
was fined for unlawfully possessing regi- 
mental stores including 200 loaves and 
over 30 legs of lamb and other articles of 
food which were used in a pig swill; and 
what action has been taken against the 
officers responsible? 


Mr. Law: My attention has been drawn 
to this case. The question of how far 
military personnel were responsible for the 
loss of the stores in question is at present 
being investigated by a court of inquiry, 
but I am able to say that there is no 
foundation for the statement that the 


stores were obtained from Army swill 
tubs. 
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ARMED FORCES AND CIVILIANS 
(PENSIONS AND GRANTS). 


Mr. Dobbie asked the Minister of Pen- 
sions whether his attention has been 
drawn to the anomaly of the position of 
the man who has married after he has 
entered the Armed Forces of the Crown, 
and who makes application for special 
allowance under M.S.A.C. Form 21, as 
such allowance is refused because the 
marriage took place after enlistment; 
and when he intends to take such steps 
as will remedy the situation ? 


Mr. Paling: The War Service Grants 
Scheme was designed for the assistance of 
persons who, as the result of being called 
up for service from civil life, were ren- 
dered unable to meet their obligations. 
The position of these men is entirely dif- 
ferent from that of those who were already 
serving in the Forces at the time they 
undertook their obligations. 


Mr. Dobbie asked the Minister of Pen- 
sions whether, in view of the fact that the 
War Office authorities have fixed a date 
in April, 1941, for the modified Deter- 
mination of Needs Act, to be applied to 
those in receipt of special dependants 
allowance, and that a date has been fixed 
for application of same in all other ser- 
vices, he will intorm the House whether 
a date has yet been decided upon for the 
application of the modified scheme to 
applicants and recipients of benefit to those 
dependants of the Armed Forces who are 
dealt with under the Military Service 
Allowance Committee Form 21? 


Mr. Paling: i would refer the hon. 
Member to the answer given to a similar 
Question put by him on Ist May. Nothing 
can usefully be added to that statement 
at the present time. 


———— 


EVACUATION (OVERSEAS BRITISH 
SUBJECTS). 


ed Gallacher asked the Home Secre- 


tary what is being done to compensate 
British subjects evacuated from Gibraltar, 
the Channel Islands and other territories 
outside Great Britain to this country for 
the loss of furniture and personal belong- 
ings? 


Mr. H. Morrison: I regret that 
His Mayjesty’s Government cannot 


undertake any liability in respect of 
property left in the Channel Islands. 


4 
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The case of Gibraltar is not parallel, 
but I understand that no proposals 
have been received from the Gibral- 
tar Government for compensating British 
subjects evacuated to this country from 
Gibraltar for the loss of the property they 
were unable to take with them. 


CIVIL DEFENCE. 
INTERNEES. 


Captain Peole asked the Home Secre- 
tary whether he has yet reconsidered the 
case of mternee Herbert Paul Ahlers, No. 
50027; and whether he is now prepared to 
order his release? 


Mr. H. Morrison: I have now had an 
opportunity of giving careful considera- 
tion to this case and have decided, in 
view of all the circumstances, to authorise 
this man’s release. 


Mr. White asked the Home Secretary 
whether he is now in a position to add 
anything further, since 11th February, 
with regard to Mr. Jacob Wollock? 


Mr. Morrison: I have now decided to 
authorise Mr. Wollock’s release. 


Mr. Wedgwood asked the Home Secre- 
tary whether Mr. Martin Littmann, a dis- 
tinguished Jewish consulting engineer 
from Germany, is to be kept interned in 
spite of the fact that his services are 
required in connection with patents of his 
that are being developed and that he has 


never been before a tribunal and was 
marked C? 


Mr. Morrison: This case has received 
the most careful consideration, but lI 
regret that I have come to the conclusion 
that, on grounds of national security, 
I should not be justified in authorising the 
release of this man. 


DETENTIONS. 


Mr. McGovern asked the Home Secre- 
tary what is the decision of the Advisory 
Committee in the case of Frederick Bow- 
man, No. 4762, who is in Brixton Prison 
under Regulation 188; the reason for re- 
fusing him permission to see his mother 
who was dying, and only telling him of 
her death four days after the event; and 
whether he is prepared to release this 
man who is willing to give assurances of 
his intention to refrain from any illegal 
activities ? 
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Mr. H. Morrison: It would not be in 
accordance with practice for me to disclose 
the nature of the Advisory Committee’s 
report to me in the ease of any person 
detained under Regulation 18p. After 
considering the Committee’s report and all 
the circumstances of the case I decided 
that the order for detention must be main- 
tamed. I did not feel justified, after mak- 
ing inquiries, in acceding to this man’s 
request to be allowed to visit his mother, 
who was not then on the danger list. The 
information as to her death was sent at 
once by the police to the commandant of 
the camp where Bowman was then con- 
fined and communicated to him as soon 
as possible after its receipt. I regret that 
I am not prepared to authorise the re- 
lease of this detainee. 


Mr. Hammersley asked the Home Sec- 
retary what steps can be taken by citizens 
of friendly countries detained under a 
deportation order to ensure an indepen- 
dent investigation of their alleged offence? 


Mr. Morrison: | presume my hon. 
Friend is referring to cases of persons 
detained under Article 12 (5A) of the 
Aliens Order. I have appointed a com- 
mittee to consider the cases of persons so 
detained and that committee has practi- 
cally completed the review of all the cases 
referred to it. 


Mr, Boothby asked the Home Secretary 
whether, in cases where British citizens 
or friendly and neutral aliens are detained 
on grounds specific to the individual, these 
grounds will now be stated, so that when 
the individuals concerned come before the 
Advisory Committee they may know with 
what they are charged and have an oppor- 
tunity of answering it? 


Mr. Morrison: Aliens detained under 
Article 12 (5A) of the Aliens Order have 
an opportunity of appearing before an 
Advisory Committee appointed by me for 
the purpose of considering the cases of 
persons so detained unless the Committee 
decide that they can recommend release 
without seeing the individual. They are 
then afforded an opportunity of answering 
any allegations made against them and of 
explaining their activities. As regards 
British subjects detained under Defence 
Regulation 188, paragraph 5 of that Regu- 
lation provides that every person so de- 
tained, who desires to make objections to 
the Advisory Committee appointed for the - 
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purpose, shall be informed of the grounds 
on which his detention has been ordered 
and shall be furnished with such particu- 
lars as are in the opinion of the chairman 
of the committee sufficient to enable him 
to present his case. 


FIRE PREVENTION, LONDON. 


Mr. Wootton-Davies asked the Home 
Secretary whether there is any authority 
with investigating power in cases where 
firms decline to shoulder or evade 
shouldering a fair proportion of fire- 
fighting services in the City of London; 
and, if not, whether he will consider 
creating one? 


Mr. H. Morrison: Under paragraph (6) 
of Defence Regulation 27A any constable, 
and any person authorised in writing by 
the appropriate authority, may at any 
time enter and inspect any premises to 
which the Fire Prevention (Business Pre- 
mises) Order applies for the purpose of 
seeing whether the Order is being complied 
with. The appropriate authorities for the 
purposes of the Business Premises Order 
are given in Article 7 of that Order and 
include, in relation to certain factory or 
commercial premises in the City of Lon- 
don, the Common Council. 


CHANNEL ISLANDS (CORRE- 
SPONDENCE). 


Mr. Ammon asked the Home Secretary 
whether he is aware that persons evacu- 
ated from the Channel Islands are dis- 
tressed at not receiving any correspondence 
from their friends and relatives leit on 
the Islands; and whether anything can be 
done to facilitate exchange of correspon‘- 
ence at least equal to that of prisoners of 
war held in enemy territory? 


Mr. H. Morrison: I am hapy to be able 
to inform my hon. Friend that the Foreign 
Relations Department of the Red Cross 
inform me that since the beginning of the 
year well over 3,000 messages have been 
received from the Channel Islands. The 
great majority of these have been re- 
ceived in batches in the last few days, and 
it is hoped that this flow will now continue. 


These are, for the most part, messages sent. 


in reply to inquiries made before the postal 
message schemes were instituted. As re- 
gards the second part of the Question, the 
position of inhabitants of occupied terri- 
tory who are at liberty is not analogous to 
that of prisoners of war. 
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FERTILISER INDUSTRY (LABOUR). 


Mr. Liddall asked the Minister of 
Labour whether he is aware that, arising 
irom a report by the Fertiliser Control, 
his Department admitted they were 
unable to supply from the usual sources 
the necessary labour to ensure maximum 
production of fertilisers during the peak 
period of the fertiliser industry; that his 
representatives stated that subject to cer- 
tain conditions, the Ministry was ready to 
direct labour of an agreed suitable type 
to the industry for three months; that, 


although applications were received for 


over 500 men under this scheme, only 
about 200 are now working; that a num- 
ber of men directed under the scheme 
have left their employment without per- 
mission from the Ministry and many 
thousands of tons of fertilisers have not 
been made available to farmers for pro- 
ducing food for next winter; and what 
steps is he prepared to take to make the 
necessary labour available? 


Mr. Bevin: I agreed that where under- 
takings engaged in this industry adopted 
a specified minimum standard of wages 
and conditions I would direct labour to 
take the employment. About half of the 
firms concerned accepted the scheme and 
with one or two exceptions their demands 
for labour have been substantially met. 
In some cases men directed to take this 
employment have subsequently left it and 
I am taking the necessary steps to prose- 
cute them for failing to observe the direc- 
tions given. Meanwhile all possible steps 
are being taken to make good the 
deficiencies so caused. 


ROYAL NAVY (HOME LEAVE). 


Mr. R. C. Morrison asked the First 
Lord of the Admiralty whether he is aware 
that naval reservists, called up before the 
outbreak of war, and serving in the Far 
East, have had no home leave for over 
20 months; and whether, as opportunity 
offers, he will arrange for these men to 
be transferred to duties nearer home? 


Captain Hudson: Yes, Sir. Steps are 
being taken to relieve these men as 
opportunity offers. 


_EXIT PERMITS (WOMEN). 


Mr. Sloan asked the Home Secretary the 
number of women between the ages of 20 
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and 30 years of age who have been 
evacuated out of the country since the 
beginning of the war? 


Mr. H. Morrison: I regret that the in- 
formation asked for could not be obtained 
without an undue expenditure of time and 
labour. Save in exceptional cases exit per- 
mits are not granted to enable women 
between the ages of 16 and 60 to proceed 
overseas unless they are travelling with 
children under 16 years of age. 


SALMON NETTING (PROHIBITION). 


Mr. Jackson asked the Minister of Agri- 
culture whether he will consider reintro- 
ducing the use of nets for the catching of 
salmon in rivers where this was a prac- 
tice in the past, in order to increase the 
supplies available to the public and to 
reduce the present price at which this fish 
is at present being sold? 


Mr. Hudson: The hon. Member’s sug- 
gestion would necessitate the abrogation 
of the existing by-laws prohibiting 
netting for salmon in non-tidal waters, 
which have been made by fishery boards 
with the object of preserving the salmon 
breeding stock. There has been no 
evidence of a general demand for the re- 
moval of the prohibition which would be 
likely to deplete breeding stock without 
appreciably adding to the food supply for 
the population generally. 


MINISTRY OF SUPPLY. 
IRON ORE, NORTHERN IRELAND. 


Dr. Little asked the Minister of Supply 
whether, in view of the value of the iron- 
ore industry to Northern Ireland, he has 
yet had taken additional samples of iron- 
ore from the mine in county Down for the 
purpose of having them tested; and, if so, 
what were the results obtained? 


Mr. Harold Macmillan: In accordance 
with the undertaking given by my right 
hon. Friend on 12th March, arrangements 
have been made for further samples to be 
taken when local conditions are more 
favourable. I will let my hon. Friend 
know the result in due course. 


TINPLATE INDUSTRY (SOUTH WALES). 


Sir W. Jenkins asked the Minister of 
Supply whether he has considered the 
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particulars from the Pontardawe Trades 
Council, of an investigation made by them 
of redundant tinplate labour from that 
area, sent to the Midland counties to the 
small Drop forge industry; and whether, 
to effect economy, he will set up this in- 
dustry where the billets are produced and 
works available to carry out such re- 
quirements, and thereby save the transfer 
of labour, and assist to equalise the dis- 
tribution of industries? 


Mr. Harold Macmillan: The question o: 
siting new drop forging plants in South 
Wales has been given careful considera- 
tion, but I regret that the over-riding 
necessity of utilising available supplies oi 
skilled labour and experienced manage- 
ment to the greatest advantage to deal 
with the very big expansion taking place 
in this industry made this course 
impracticable. 


—_—~— 


EDUCATION. 
SCHOOLS (RATING). 


Sir W. Jenkins asked the Minister of 
Health whether any instructions have been 
issued by his Department as to the method 
of assessing the elementary and second- 
ary schools for rating purposes; what are 
the highest Io county areas and the lowest 
Io county areas; how the county boroughs 
are dealt with; and whether he will con- 
sider one uniform method for the whole 
country and issue instructions accord- 
ingly ? 

Mr. E. Brown: The assessment for 
rating purposes of schools, as well as of 
other classes of hereditament, is a’ matter 
for the local authorities, and there is no 
authority for the issue of instructions, but 
advice has been given by the Central 
Valuation Committee of which I am send- 
ing my hon. Friend a copy. I regret 
that the statistical information asked for 
is not available. 


WALES. 


Sir W. Jenkins asked the President of 
the Board of Education whether he is 
aware of the decision of the executive of 
the Federation of Education Authorities 
for Wales strongly urging the establish- 
ment of a Welsh department in Wales, 
and that it would be to the mutual advan- 
tage of the Board and of the education 
authorities; and will he meet the executive 
committee at Cardiff at a date suitable 
to his convenience? | 
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Mr. Ramsbetham: [ have received a 
copy of the resolution to which my hon. 
Friend refers. If the éxecutive of the 
Federation of Education Authorities for 
Wales wish to make representations to me 
I shall be glad to meet them. 


ARMED FORCES (CODE MESSAGES). 


Mr. White asked the Postmastér-Geti- 
eral when permission will be given to the 
cable comparniiés t6 use the special code for 
sending méssagés to soldiers serving in the 
Kast? 


Mr. W. S. Morrison: I hope that it will 
be possible to make an announcement bn 
the subject very shortly. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE (WASTE 
MATERIAL, SALVAGE). 


Sir R. Glyn asked the Sééretary of State 
for Air whether he will make inquiries as 
to the practice in depots and establish- 
ments of burtiing waste paper in incifiéra- 
tors in view of the fact that the Ministry 
of Supply are utging thé salvage of this 
material; if sich matérial as steel strips, 
wire, wood, and other packing material 
are sorted and salved; and whether hé will 
see that establishments under his control 
should set an éxaimple in recovering all 
material that cari possibly be uséd again? 


Sir A. Sinclair: The vital importanéé of 
economy ifi the tsé of mateérials is fully 
understood in the Royal Air Fotcé arid 
I have fecéntly appointed Ait Vice- 
Marshal (late Air Chief Mafshal) Sit John 
Steel as Contréller-General of Economy in 
the Air Ministty fet the purpose of éxer- 
cising général cerittol dver all niattérs con- 
nected with salvage arid of ensuritig that 
the utmést écénomy is practised in the 
holding, use and disposal of matérials 6f 
all kinds. Anti-waste committees exist at 
all units afid establishments for the pur- 
pose of recemmending and _ initiating 
measures for the prevention of waste, in- 
cluding the salvage of materials, and 
command salvage officers have been 
appointed whdése regporisibility it is to 
secure that orders on the subject of sal- 
vage afe observed. If the hon. Baronet 
has any evidence which suggests that these 
orders are being disfégarded and will let 
me have it, I will gladly make inquiries. 
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WAR DAMAGE, INSURANCE 
(PUBLIC UTILITIES). 


Sir J. Lamb asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer whether, in view of the exemp- 
tion frem compulsory insurance against 
war damage of the goods of public utility 
undertakings; such goods should be in- 


sured voluntarily under the business 
scheme? 


Sir K. Wood: In view of the further 
legislation on war damage to _ public 
utility undertakings foreshadowed in Sec- 
tion 40 of the War Damage Act, such 
undertakings should defer insurance of 
their movable property for the time being. 
The days of grace for taking out insur- 
anee of poods within paragraph 6 (2) (6) 
of the War Damage (Business Scheme) 
Order will; if necessary, be extended 
accordingly. 


LAND DRAINAGE (LABOUR): 


Colonel Cafvet asked the Minister of 
Asriéultife what action is being taken by 
his Dépaftiviefit to ensure the retention of 
a Sufficient niimber of men to carry out in 
the spring and summer months the much 
néedéd extension of drainage of land 
whosé cultivation is possible? 


Mr. Hudson: I am in consultation on 
this subjeet with my right hon. Friend the 
Minister of Labour and National Service. 


MINISTRY OF INFORMATION 
(STAFFS). 


Mé. Lyons asked the Minister of In- 
fetfiation whether he will publish 4 list 
Showing, ifi each fegional office, the 
names and numbers of male pefsorns 
under the agé of 41 therein employed, 
respectively, excluding messenger staff, 
and the aggregate amounts paid to such 
persons at each office in yearly salaries? 


Mr. Coopér: As regards thé publication 
of détails of the kind requested, I wotild 
refer the hoh. Membet to my réply to 
his Quéstiofi of 8th October last. The 
total hurtibér Of male officers 6thér than 
messengers wfidér the age Of 41 at présent 
employed in the regional offices of the 
Ministty is 61, and their salaries arfount 
in the aggregate to £32,035 18s. per 
anhum. 
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PETROL RATIONING. 


Mr. Rostron Duckworth asked the 
Secrétaty for Petroleum whether it is 
proposed to make any change in the 
statutory petrol allowance fot private 
motor-cars? 


Mr. G. Lloyd: I would refer. my hon. 
Friend to the atinouncement regarding the 
forthcoming reductions in supplementary 
allowances made on 6th May. 
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PARAFFIN (RE-EXPORTS, EIRE). 


Mr. Wootton-Davies asked the Secre- 
tary for Petroleum to what extent paraffin 
wax and paraffin scale have been brought 
to ports in this country and transhipped 
to Eire? 


Mr. Lloyd: The re-exports and tran- 
shipments of paraffin wax atid scale from 
this couritry to Eite have been limited to 
small quantities. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


—_——— 


LIABILITIES (WAR-TIME ADJUST- 
MENT) [Money]. 


—— reported, 


‘ That for the purposes of any Act of the 
present Session to provide for the arrange- 
ment or the adjustment and settlement of the 
affairs of persons financially affected by war 
circumstances; to amend the Courts (Emer- 
gency Powers) Acts, 1939 and 1940, and the 
Possession of Mortgaged Land (Emergency 
Provisions) Act, 1939; and for purposes con- 
nected with the matters aforesaid, it is ex- 
pedient to authorise the payment out of 
moneys provided by Parliament of such sums 
as may be necessary to defray the salaries or 
remuneration, and the expenses, of liabilities 


adjustment officers and their subordinate 
officers and servants.’’ 


Resolution agreed to. 


(mmm ee ae 


LIABILITIES (WAR-TIME ADJUST- 
MENT) BILL [ Lords). 


Considered in Committee. 
|Colonel CLIFTON Brown in the Chair. ] 


CLAUSE 1.—(Services of liabilities adjust- 
ment officers in effecting schemes of 
arrangement.) 


The Deputy-Chairman: I think the first 
two Amendments on the Paper in the 
name of the hon. Member for Carmarthen 
(Mr. Moelwyn Hughes) and that in the 
name of the hon. Member for North 
Battersea (Mr. Douglas), may be taken 
together. 


Mr. Moelwyn Hughes (Carmarthen): | 
beg to move, in page 2, line 3, to leave 
out from “‘ scheme,’’ to ‘“‘ and,’’ in line 
5 ne to insert: 

‘" (a) to which the debtor and a majority 
in number and value of such of the said 


creditors whose debts have been proved assent; 
or 


(b) where there is one creditor whose debt 
has been proved or where there is one 
creditor whose debt constitutes a majority in 
value of the debts which have been proved, as 
to which the liabilities adjustment officer is 
satisfied; 


Provided always in each case that the scheme 


appears to him to be equitable and reason- 
able.’’ 


The Amendment is designed, in the first 
place, to retain for this very desirable 
officer—the liabilities adjustment officer— 
all the powers given to him under the 
Clause as it stands, but by this Amend- 
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ment it is sought to make further use of 
his services and to give them an extended 
scope, so that his duties will cover not 
only the quasi-bankruptcy duty of presid- 
ing in cases where there are many 
creditors, but will give him an oppor- 
tunity of taking part in the settlement of 
affairs where there is only one creditor 
or where one creditor is the predominant 
That is the circumstance which 
will prevail in a very large number of 
cases for whose aid this Bill has been 
brought forward. The wording of the 
Amendment may, perhaps, leave a little 
to be desired in its exact terms. Perhaps 
the expression “‘ is satisfied ’’ gives him 
too wide a scope, but if my right hon. 
and learned Friend will accept the spirit 
of the Amendment and give the habilities 
adjustment officer a wider scope of duties 
than he now has, we shall be quite satis- 
fied. If not, to the extent of enabling him 
to approve a scheme in the circumstances 
outlined by himself, at least I would beg 
mv right hon. and learned Friend to give 
him the right, of his own volition, when 
he has considered schemes affecting one 
creditor, to approve a scheme subject to 
submitting it to the countv courts before 
it becomes effective. This Amendment 
stands in the names of two hon. Members, 
including myself, who are both members 
of the legal profession, although of differ- 
ent branches, and is designed to enable 
matters to be settled out of court rather 
than in court. I hope the fact that mem- 
bers of the legal profession are responsible 
for this Amendment will induce the 
Attorney-General to give it favourable 
consideration. 


Mr. Douglas (Battersea, North): I 
have an amendment in page 2, line 3, 
to leave out from ‘‘ reasonable,’ to 
‘‘and,’’ in line 5, which I think may be 
discussed at the same time as this and 
which is intended to effect the same pur- 
pose.: As the Clause stands at the 
present moment, it limits the operations 
of the liabilities adjustment officer in a 
way that does not seem to be necessary. 
The debtors are in any case protected 
by the provision under Sub-section (4) of 
this Clause by which they can have 
recourse to the courts if they are not 
satisfied with the scheme which is made 
by the liabilities adjustment officer. 
Therefore, as the debtors have that pro- 
tection surely it will be far better not to 
reconsider the activities of the liabilities 
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adjustment officer in the way which the 
Clause proposes at the present time. 
There are, as the mover of the Amend- 
ment said just now, many cases in which 
there will be one creditor whose debt 
exceeds in value all the rest put together. 
There are cases of people who owe money 
to building societies or other bodies on 
the mortgages of their houses, and I 
would like to point out that there is 
nothing in this Bill, so far as I can see, 
which provides that in assessing the value 
of the debt for the purposes of this Clause 
any deduction shall be made of the 
security which is held by the creditor. 
It may be that the power which is given 
later to the Lord Chancellor to make 
rules is intended to enable him to make 
a rule dealing with this particular point, 
but I am doubtful about that. It is 
certainly far from clear, and unless it can 
be covered in that way a creditor of that 
kind will be able to use the whole value 
of his debt as a lever and will be able 
to prevent a scheme being made in the 
great majority of cases which might come 
before the liabilities adjustment officer. 


I think it is very unfortunate that we 
are introducing a new procedure which 
departs from the old traditions of bank- 
ruptcy law—that we should fetter it 
by a condition which is appropriate 
to that but which is not appropriate to 
this new method. The result of the 
Clause remaining as it is at the present 
moment will simply be that the un- 
fortunate debtor will have to make use 
of the more formal and legal procedure 
which is contemplated in the later 
Clauses of the Bill and which will involve 
him in additional expense in court fees 
and in obtaining legal assistance. Every- 
body knows that when a matter has to be 
dealt with before the courts people are, 
for their self-protection, forced to obtain 
legal assistance. If the matter comes 
before the liabilities adjustment officer, 
I presume that the proceedings will be 
quite simple and formal, so that there will 
not be the same deterrent to the debtor 
acting on his own behalf and so saving 
expense, trouble and inconvenience. On 
these grounds I hope the Attorney- 
General will be willing to accept a 
modification of this Clause. 


The Attorney-General (Sir Donald 
Somervell): I appreciate very much the 
general desire that as many of these cases 
as possible should be disposed of before 
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the liabilities adjustment officer. On the 
other hand, one has to remember that the 
idea of that officer is that he should be a 
conciliation officer. What he is wanted 
to do, and what he is prepared to do, is 
to try and get people to agree, and it is 
because that is his function and because 
he has only limited compulsory powers, 
if I may put it that way, that he is able 
to adopt what the hon. Gentleman has 
just referred to—simple and informal 
procedure. When we came to consider 
this matter on that basis, we had to con- 
sider a case where all creditors did not 
agree and where there were, perhaps, one 
or two outstandingly unreasonable or 
non-agreeing parties. Under bankruptcy 
law in that class of case the whole thing 
would have had to have gone before a 
court. We thought that that proceeding 
in this class of case would be undesirable, 
despite the fact that this officer will not 
be tied by legal forms and procedure and 
will be able to communicate informally 
with the people concerned. So we thought 
it right to insert a provision, if the 
majority agreed, that this scheme should 
be operative unless the minority appealed 
to the court, and I think that is reason- 
able and fair. I do not think either of 
the hon. Gentlemen who have just 
spoken would object to that. They want 
compulsory powers to go further. 


The hon. Gentleman the Member for 
Carmarthen (Mr. Moelwyn Hughes) has an 
Amendment which deals with the case of 
the single debtor or where there is one 
single predominant debtor, and the hon. 
Gentleman the Member for North Batter- 
sea (Mr. Douglas) also referred to that 
case. I do not think it would be mght to 
go further than we have gone in the Bull 
as it stands, whether there is one creditor 
or a number oi creditors. | think if we 
were to adopt the methods here proposed, 
a strong case could be made that, if the 
liabilities adjustment officer is to have 
these compulsory powers, then he must 
be bound by certain principles of proce- 
dure and this would change his character, 
which I think would be unfortunate. In 
the case of the single creditor if mortgagee 
or the landlord, as the case may be, and 
the debtor go before the liabilities adjust- 
ment officer and the debtor makes an 
offer and says ‘‘ Here are my affairs; 
here is my boarding-house ’’—if he is a 
boarding-house keeper—‘“‘ with nobody in 
it, or only a few people in it, instead of 
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being full, but I think I can get through,’’ 
and if, in Such a case, the landlord or the 
mortgagee is not Satisfied with an offer 
which the liabilities adjustment officer con- 
siders reasonable, then, | agree, the 
matter has to go to court. But I will see 
that it 1s made quite clear that in those 
cases the expense of going to court can be 
placed on the landlord or mortgagee who 
has forced the tenant to go to court, 
because he would not accept the offer 
which the habilities adjustment officer 
considered reasonable. I believe that that 
is a better way of dealing with the pro- 
blem and that to extend the powers of 
the officer too far would be, as I say, to 
altet his character. 


Mr. Garto Jones (Abetdeen, North): 
Thé right hon. and learned Gentleman has 
not met my hon. Friend’s point to a very 
large extent, but there is considerable sub- 
stance in the concession which he has 
indicated regatding costs. I attach a great 
deal of importance to it and would be 
very glad if he could infotm us in what 
way he proposes to give effect to that 
safeguard. 


The Attorney-General: Costs are usually 
left in the discretion of the court but if it 
should be found necessary to have a rule 
that the court shall have regard to any 
offer made by the tenant and approved by 
the liabilities adjustment officer, I will see 
that the necessaty alteration is made. 


Mr. Moelwyn Hughes: In view of tlie 
Attorney-General’s statement, I beg to ask 
leave to withdraw the Amendment, . 


Améndment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
‘“ That the Clause stand part of the Bill.’’ 


Sit Adam Maitland (Faversham): | 
wish to taise a question on this Clause, 
and if this is not the appropriate time for 
doing so, perhaps an answer can be given 
to it at a later stage. There is some tn- 
cértainty in the definitions in this Clause 
Which may affect different classes of 
peoplé, afid one instance on which I think 
the Committéé would desire to havé some 
furthér information, is that; in which, 
under this scheme, the payment of tént is 
postponed. Is there any provision ifi the 
Bill—I have myself so far been unable 
to find ohe—that the petson who owns the 
property in such a case shall be rélieved 
of the payment of Income Tax upon it. 
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In these days of high taxation, it seems 
very unfair, if Parliament, by a legisla- 
tive Act has postponed the payment of 
a sum that is due, such as rent, to deprive 
the property-owher of his rent and yet 
under another enactmént place him under 
the obligation of paying taxation on that 
sum at the present high fates. As I Say, 
if | am premature in putting this point | 
am willing to postpone it to a later stage. 


Mr. Garrod Jones: May I make 4 sug- 
gestion? A great many a will 
doubtless arise as to fhe éffects of this 
Measure in felation to the Board of Inland 
Revenue. The hon. Member who has 
just spoken has réfefréd to one only. 
Could the Attorti¢y-Gefieral givé the Com- 
mittee an assurance that hé is in touch 
with the Board of Inland Révente, with 
a view to making the fiéceSsary provision 
agditist injustices to tax-payers 4risin 
under the Bill, as wndoubtédly wil 
happen unless this matter is dealt with on 
a broad basis. 

The Attorney-General: The poitit men- 
tioned by my hon. Friend the Member for 
Faversham (Sir A. Maitland) does not 
arise on this Clause. There is no Amend- 
ment on the Paper dealing with it and it 
was not as far as I know raised during 
the Second Reading Debate. 1 cannot do 
more, at the moment, than say that I 
will certainly look into it. 1 have been in 
touch with the Inland Revenue and while 
I cannot give any undertaking to deal 
with that particular matter, I certainly 
appreciate its importance. I do not think 
we can have a discussion upon it now, 


_ but as I say, I will look into it. 


Sir Herbert Williaitis (Croydon, South): 
Would the right hon. and learned Gentle- 
man go as far as to point out to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer the situation 
that may arise in thésé cases, so that he 
may be able to consider in the meantime 
ifitroducing an appropriate Améndmeént in 
the Finatice Bill, to deal with Such 
matters? 


_ The Attorney-General: Certainly. 


Major C. S. Taylot (Eastbourne): I 
wish to draw attétition to ore srhall poitit 
in corinection with this Clatse. | Sub- 
section (9) pfovides for fepistration of 
Scherties Of arfangement on the same 
register as that provided f6r under 
Deeds of Arrangement Act, 1984. I 
undetstand that this Bill is designed to 
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avoid any stigma of bankruptcy attach- 
ing to afr individual in these cases, and 
therefore I hope that my right hon. atid 
learned Friend will consider the advisa- 
bility of having a separate register made 
under the provisions of this Bill. Other- 
wise, if the registration is to be ufider the 
notmal bankruptcy proceedure it will tefid 
to cast the Stigfia of bankruptcy on the 
individual concétned. 

The Attorney-General: I think the 
Bill itself meets, in substance, the point 
raised by my hon. and gallant Friend, 
by removing the stigma to which he 
refers. As regards the register, it might 
impose an undue burden on those who 
have to carry out searches if they weéré 
called upon to search two lists iristéad 
of one, and I cannot think that the mere 
fact of registration under thé procéduré 
now proposed, would involve any unfair- 
ness to the debtor who has to go to the 
liabilities adjustment officer. I 4m, how- 
éver, syinpathétic to the idea, atid I 
will look into it arid if I find that it can 
be done without any ifcofivenience, | 
have no objection to théSe cases coming 
under a different hedding. It ttiay how- 
ever, be an umiiécéSsafy coffpléxity to 
have two hsts instead of ore. 

Mr. Woodburn (Clackmannan and Stir- 
ling, Eastern): The Attorney-General has 
méntiotied the case of the boatding-house 
kééper Who, thotigh unable to pay his 
rent at the mofént, thitiks he may be 
able to catry oti his business. I foresee 
the possibility of tenants of another type 
firiding théfiisélvés in serious finaricial 
difficultiés to afi exterit which may affect 
a corsidérablé number of the population. 
I refét to thdse ténarits who have been 
‘* blitzed ’’ Gut of ofdindty hotises and 
have lost their furnitutfe and éqitipmerit 
and who, owing to force of circumstahceés, 
ahd because no other houses aré available, 
may bé compelled to seek feftige in houses 
which have béen paftially repaired. 
Under thé law as it stdnds iti Scotland, 
such a ténafit undér the cofitract of 
fenahcy is required to pay the full rent 
if the house is Wind and water tight: It 
such a ténant is in serious finaricial diffi- 
eulties; | take it that he also would be 
entitled to apply to the liabilities adjust- 
mént officer to have an arrangernent made 
between himself and the landlord fot a 
$nitable modification of the rent, to meet 
his difficulties and perhaps to compensate 
for the lack of amenities: That type of 
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case will be very prevalent. The Bill 
covers big property ownefs and so on, and 
I would lke to know whether the 
Attorney-General has foteseen thé possi- 
bility of the liabilities adjustment officér 
functioning in the cases to which I have 
referred. 


The Attortiey-Gétieral: I do not think 
that on this Clatise we can go into special 
questions arisifig between landlord and 
tehant in ¢Corifiectioti with repaired Houses, 
a matter which is feally covered by the 
Landlord and Tenant (Wat Damage) Act. 
However, under this Clause, anyone in 
serious financial difftculties can go to the 
liabilities adjustment officer and seek 
assistance to make arrangements with a 
landlord, or with anybody else, if he 
cannot meet his obligations. 


Question; ‘‘ That the Clause stand part 
of the Bill,”’ put; and agreed to. 


Crausk 2.—(Appointment, services, 
sdlaties and staff of liabilities adjust- 
ment Officé?s.) 

The Attorney-General: I beg to move, 
in page 4, line 8, to add new Sub-section: 

‘“ (3) There shall be paid to _ liabilities 
adjustment officers and to any such _ sub- 
ordinate officers and servants such salaries or 
rémuneération as the Treasury thay deterinine 
afid the sdlafies of femiifiération and the 
expenses of any such officers and servants 
shall be defrayed out of moneys provided by 
Parliament. ’’ 

This is 4 Privilege Améndtent, which 
simply providés for payments to the 
liabilities adjustment officers. 

Mr. Garro Jones: The right hon. and 
learned Gentleman the: Attorney-General 
will femember that at a former stage of 
the Bill I raised the question of the costs 
of liabilities adjustment officers. 1 think 
that matter is relevant to the proposed 
Sub-section (3) of this Clause, and — 
should like to ask the Attorney-General, 
who was good enough to promise me that 
he would look into this matter, whether 
he is now able to announce any conces- 
sion to debtors by means of the payment 
of some of their costs through the channel 
of the expenses of the liabilities adjust- 
ment officers. There are cases in which 
some small point of law arises as between 
a very powerful creditor and a very im- 
poverished debtor; and it frequentl 
happens that the debtor is drawn thiongh 
the courts until he abandons fhe ¢ase 
altogéthet, and thén has awarded against 
liim enormous sums in costs ouf of all 
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proportion to his original debt. I think 
that in such cases, particularly if, for 
example, the Attorney-General certified 
that some principle of law arose which 
ought to be tested, the expenses of test- 
ing the point of law ought to be borne on 
the expenses of the liabilities adjustment 
officer. If the right hon. and learned 
Gentleman can make a concession of that 
sort, or at any rate state that he will look 
into the matter, it would make an im- 
provement in the sub-section. 


The Attorney-General: I am not sure 
that this matter really arises on the pre- 
sent Amendment, which provides for the 
payment of the liabilities adjustment 
officers and their expenses. I promised to 
look into the suggestion which the hon. 
Member made on a former occasion, but 
lam afraid I cannot give him an answer 
to-day, although I do not blame him for 
reminding me of my promise. The ques- 
tion put was whether certain points of 
law might in form be decided by proceed- 
ing against the liabilities adjustment 
officer. I do not think that would be 
possible, and I foresee difficulties about 
it. However, I will look into the matter 
which the hon. Member has raised and 
see whether something further can be done 
with regard to it. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
‘“ That the Clause, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill.’’ 


Sir H. Williams: I wish to raise a 
matter that was raised* in another place, 
namely, the sort of persons who will be 
appointed as liabilities adjustment officers. 
As a layman, I was very much encour- 
aged when I heard the speech of the hon. 
Member for North Battersea (Mr. 
Douglas), who is, I believe, connected 
with the legal profession, and who stated 
what seemed to me to be the broad and 
high-minded view that in this case we 
should do all we can to prevent legalism 
spoiling the working of the scheme, and 
that the scheme should not be regarded 
as a device for earning fees. That is the 
approach we ought to make. If that be 
the case, what sort of persons are to be 
appointed? A friend has written me in 
these terms: 

‘‘ There is a feeling abroad that when it 


comes to these appointments, they will be for 
some existing court officials, and the whole 
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thing will be linked up with the existing debt 
procedure. Quite a number of people would 
much prefer that some ordinary citizens of the 
chartered accountant type, or anybody quali- 
fied, should be brought in.’’ 


I am ignorant in these matters. I have 
never had any part in bankruptcy pro- 
ceedings, either as a debtor or as a credi- 
tor, and I hope I never shall. I have 
been rather lucky. It seems to me that 
these officers should be essentially con- 
ciliators, and I think it would help us if 
the Attorney-General could give some 
indication of what is in the mind of the 
Lord Chancellor in regard to _ these 
appointments. Naturally, no-one can tie 
himself down as to what he will and will 
not do. It might happen that a legal 
gentleman would be just the right person 
for the job in some cases, whereas in 
other cases it might be somebody else. 
What we want to keep out of the opera- 
tion of the Bill,. when it becomas an Act, 
is the outlook of the bankruptcy courts. 
The scheme is a raft, and not a depth 
charge. The Bankruptcy Act is a depth 
charge. We want to make sure that the 
scheme is run on the right lines and ani- 
mated by the right spirit. 


Mr. Woodburn: With reference to the 
speech of my hon. Friend the Member for 
South Croydon (Sir H. Williams), I wish 
to make a suggestion. Recently, the 
Treasury introduced into the Finance Act 
a Section which gave them power to do 
away with the assessors under the Income 
Tax Acts. In future these assesors in 
various towns will probably find that their 
work is disappearing. It seems to me that 
they would be suitable persons to do the 
type of work that will fall upon the 
liabilities adjustment officers. They have 
been, as it were, the go-betweens between 
the Income Tax payers and the Income 
Tax authorities. I think they would be 
acceptable to both sides. They are not 
in any way connected with debt collecting, 
which I think it would be a great tragedy 
to associate in any way with this scheme. 


The Attorney-General: Although I 
agree with the hon. Member for East 
Stirling (Mr. Woodburn), I would remind 
him that some people would regard any- 
body connected with Income Tax as 
suffering from a certain taint. My Noble 
Friend is very anxious to get the right 
type of men for this work. I do not 
think one can be too dogmatic on the 
subject. There are some conciliatory 
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lawyers, there are some registrars of 
county courts who might be available 
and who might be very good for this 
work, and solicitors, in spite of the taint 
of the law, might be found admirably 
suitable for it. I also agree that char- 
tered accountants might be suitable. Il 
think the right type of man might be 
found in all these categories. A sugges- 
tion was made in another place about 
Official Receivers, and it might be found 
that they would be perfectly suitable men, 
although there is not the slightest inten- 
tion of appointing Official Receivers en 
bloc. The whole idea of the Bill is 
against what one might call the bank- 
ruptcy procedure. I think that the men 
available from those different categories 
will give complete satisfaction, but one 
cannot lay down definite rules in the 
matter. However, I can give this assur- 
ance, namely, that my Noble Friend 
entirely agrees with what has been said 
as to the desirability of getting men who 
will deal with this question on broad 
human lines, and will not approach it 
from the point of view of debt collecting 
or with any professional or personal bias. 
The principle of conciliation is the prin- 
ciple of this part of the Bill. 


Sir H. Williams: Are these gentlemen 
to be paid salaries or fees? I see the word 
““ salaries ’’’ is used. Will the work be 
done on the basis of a time-rate or a 
piece-rate, if I may use those expressions? 


The Attorney-General: We shall have 
to see aS we go along, because in some 
areas it may be a whole-time job, in which 
case.Salaries will be the more appropriate. 
If it is a question of occasional work, I 
think a fee would be more appropriate. 


Question, ‘“‘ That the Clause, as 
amended, stand part of the Bill,’’ put, 
and agreed to. 


CLAUSE 3.—(Application for adjustment 
of debtor’s affairs.) 


Mr. Douglas: I beg to move, in page 4, 
line 19, to leave out ‘‘ and,’’ and to in- 
sort. Or. 


This Clause gives jurisdiction to the 
courts to deal with applications. It not 
only gives jurisdiction to courts in a very 
important class of case, but also gives 
jurisdiction to the liability adjustment 
officers in those cases where all the credi- 


* tors do not agree—that is under Clause 


I, Sub-section 2 (b). The object of the 
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Amendment is in one sense to widen, and 
in another sense to try and simplify, the 
conditions under which applications may 
be made to the courts, and the treatment 


of cases which are dealt with by 
the liability adjustment officers, in 
the cases where all the creditors 
do not agree. As the Clause 


stands at the present moment, a double 
condition has to be satisfied. Firstly, the 
debtor has to _ satisfy the condition 
that he is unable to pay his debts, which 
I understand to mean that he is unable 
to pay his debts immediately, and not 
necessarily unable to pay them if the 
whole of his assets can be liquidated, and, 
Secondly, he has to satisfy the condition 
that he is unable to meet any future lia- 
bility in respect of which obligation has 
already been incurred. But it is quite 
conceivable that the debtor may be able 
to meet his future obligations because 
some asset may become available to him 
in the future which is not available to 
him at the present time. If that were 
his state of affairs, it would be impossible 
for him to make any application to the 
courts and to have the services of the lia- 
bility adjustment officer under Clause I if 
any one of his creditors objected. 
Moreover, it is very difficult to decide 
whether a man will or will not 
be able to meet future liabilities, 
in view of the difficult conditions 
under which we are living at the 
present time. It might depend, for 
instance, on how long the war lasted. 
lf the war ended this year, his position 
with regard to liabilities which might 
accrue next year might be quite easy. 
Therefore, I submit that under the Clause, 
as it stands at present, it may be possible 
that many deserving cases may be de- 


prived of the procedure which this Bill 
seeks to introduce. 


Mr. Woodburn: | should like to support 
my hon. Friend the Member for North 
Battersea (Mr. Douglas) in the Amend- 
ment which he has moved. I must confess 
that 1 was unable to understand what 
other kind of liabilities could fall due 
except future liabilities. The word 
‘‘ future ’’ seems to be unnecessary. With 
regard to the other point that my hon. 
Friend has made, of course, if a man is 
unable to pay his debts, and that is left 
as a general term, it would certainly cover 
the whole question of bankruptcy. There- 
fore, with my hon. Friend, I think that 
there should ba some provision made here 
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{Mr. Woodburn. | 
to cover a man who may be unable to 
meet his liabilities as they fall due, but 
who may be able to meet them after they 
fall due. In such cases the lability ad- 
justment officer might be able to make 
some arrangement with the creditors 
whereby the debtor could pay his debts 
Six or nine months hence. Some accom- 
modation should be given, which, after 
all, is the whole purpose of this Bill, in- 
stead of making a man bankrupt when he 
can show he is willing to meet his debts. 


The Attorney-General: The question is 
whether the word ‘‘ or’’ or the word 
‘and ’’ is right in a case of this kind. 
It is very nearly as difficult to decide, as it 
is for me to decide whether one puts the 
clock on or back when Summer-time 
starts. We think we have got the right 
word and that the Amendment is wrong. 
The problem can be stated quite shortly. 
Let us assume the present debts of a man 
are {3. If he has less than £3, he is un- 
able to meet his present obligations. 
Happily, that will be the majority of the 
cases, and we hope that such cases will 
benefit by the Bill. But let us suppose 
that a man’s present debts are £3, that he 
has £5 in his pocket, and that he will owe 
£3 rent in a fortnight’s time. We drafted 
this Clause with a view to bringing that 
man in, namely, the man who can say 
that he has not got enough to pay his 
immediate liabilities. A man might say 
that if he waited until the end of the 
month, he would have a future obligation 
to pay £3, and that in the meantime he 
would have nothing coming in. He 
might say that if he paid his butcher and | 
baker, he would be left with only f2. 
That is the case we wanted to bring in 
under the Bill—it is a case of a man who 
is not insolvent at the moment. 


Major Milner (Leeds, South East): 
That is not what the hon. Member for 
North Battersea (Mr. Douglas) stated. 


1009 


The Attorney-General: It is a question 
of whether the word “‘ and ”’ or the word 
‘or ’’ covers it. We think the word 
‘“and ’’ does it. It means that any one 
can apply who is unable to pay his debts 
and meet them as they fall due—that is, 
future liabilities if any. Therefore, a man 
could be covered if he could show that 
he is unable to meet his present debts. If 
he cannot meet his present debts, he 


would not be able to meet his future 
debts. 
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Mr. Douglas: That does not follow. 


The Atterney-General: The hon. Mem- 
ber thinks there is a possibility of a man 
being unable to meet his present debts, 
but who will be able to meet his future 
debts. I do not think that is a likely 
case, but it is a possibility. However, I 
am certain that the word “ or’’ will not 
meet it, because it would exclude the man 
with £5 who has to pay £3 to-day and {3 
liability in the future. That man could 
not show that he was unable to meet his 
present debts, because they are only {3 
and he has £5. I will consider an ampli- 
fied and clearer form of words. It is plain 
that we desire the same result, and I will 
put it down for the Report stage. 


Mr. Woodburn: Would it not help if 
both words were put in—*' and’ and 
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The Attorney-General: You cannot do 
that in an Act of Parliament. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. Moelwyn Hughes: I beg to move, 
in page 4, line 24, after - oe,” ‘insert 
‘in serious financial difficulties or.’ 


Paragraph (b). as I read it, extends the 
benefit under these proceedings to those 
who have certain assets but who, if they 
were deprived of those assets for the im- 
mediate benefit of their creditors, would 
find themselves in, so to speak, a future 
difficulty. They would be unable to carry 
on business and would be deprived of 
the means of livelihood. In other words, 
in respect of businesses the Bill recognises 
_the desirability in certain circumstances of 
“retaining available assets in the possession 
of the debtor. My Amendment is designed 
to extend the benefit of that provision in 
proper cases to individuals not neces- 
sarily engaged in business. I have in 
mind an individual who has an insurance 
which has an immediate cash value, or 
one who would have a little money put 
by for contingencies, not much, but some 
asset which could be realised. I have 
sought to do this by using the phrase- 
ology of Clause I. As the Attorney- 
General has said, the sphere of operations 
of the Bill before the courts is more limited 
than that of the liabilities adjustment 
officer, because his duties extend to all 
persons who are in serious financial diffi- 
culties. But the Bill does not give to 
everyone in serious financial difficulties the 
power to come to the court seeking an 
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adjustment order. It limits it to the cate- 
gory that we discussed in the previous 
paragraph and those in the paragraph that 
we are now considering. It may be that 
the term is too wide to be included in 
paragraph (b) and that it needs to be 
further hedged, but I would press 
the right hon. and learned Gentleman 
to extend the provision which he 
is now going to make with regard 
to businesses to private individuals, 
so that they need not necessarily be de- 
prived of all their available cash assets, 
or immediately realisable assets, before 
they can have the advantage of adjust- 
ment proceedings. 


The Atterney-General: I thought, when 
I saw this Amendment on the Paper in 
the place where it was, that it was 
directed to the category of persons dealt 
with in paragraph (b) but, having heard 
the hon. Gentleman, I think he is really 
wanting to extend the class of case which 
in the Bill is dealt with under paragraph 
(a), because his words would cover all 
the people whom we have already defined, 
and to some extent limited, under that 
paragraph (a). They would all be in 
serious financial difficulties. I quite agree 
that you must decide in a Bill of this 
kind where to draw the line, and, 
wherever you draw it, some people will 
say, “‘ Could you not go a little fur- 
ther? ’’ We felt that the proper place 
to draw the line in this general class of 
case is where it is drawn in paragraph (a). 
We used the most general words when 
setting up the liabilities adjustment officer 
in Clause 1, because really we wanted to 
leave him with the door open. We did 
not want him to say, ‘‘ I have no juris- 
diction to look into your case unless you 
satisfy certain specific conditions.’’ But, 
when you are coming to the court pro- 
cedure, which one has to look at from 
the point of view of creditors as well as 
debtors—and not all creditors are rich 
people—you have to be specific. The 
first suggestion that occurs to one would 
be to take the normal insolvency case 
and ask, ‘‘ Can you meet your liabilities? 
If you can, you had better go ahead. 
Something might turn up.’’ But we 
thought that would be rather too rigid 
with this exceptional and _ unantici- 
pated type of circumstances. It was 
right, we felt, to give a man the benefit 
of these proceedings if, although he had 
assets to meet his present liabilities, he 
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could see what was coming in the future 
and would not be able also to discharge 
those obligations. That is where we 
thought it right to draw the line in 
ordinary cases. I think one has to dis- 
tinguish and apply special treatment to 
businesses, particularly small businesses, 
which in some ways are the hardest hit 
of all and which it is most desirable in 
everyone's interest to preserve, and there- 
fore paragraph (b) went rather further 
than (@) and said, ‘‘ You may get a man 
who can pay his debts—cannot say he 
cannot meet his future liabilities—but he 
may say, ‘If I exhaust my resources, 
I shall soon be unable to carry on my 
business.” ’’ It would be because he 
was trying to keep his business that there 
would be a drain on his reserves, which 
would not arise in non-business cases. 
He would have his business premises to 
keep and might have other outgoings. 
Therefore, we thought that in the case of 
a business jt would be right to look a little 
further into the future. 


The point which I thought my hon. 
Friend was going to make—and although 
he has not made it, I will make it—is that 
the words “* he would be unable to carry 
on his business ’’ are a little too flat a 
test and that we ought to make the words 
a little vaguer by saying that he would 
be unlikely to be able to carry on his 
business. I think that a little further 
elasticity in this paragraph in that direc- 
tion might be advisable, but we cannot 
accept the words ‘‘ in serious financial 
difficulties ’’ in the general form in which 
my hon. Friend has proposed. We think 
that in paragraph (a) in the general sense 
in which it is drawn we have gone as far 
as we can reasonably go. 


Mr. Moelwyn Hughes: Is my right hon. 
and learned Friend prepared to insert 
something in paragraph (6) that would 
extend this benefit to others than those 
who are possessed of businesses? I agree 
that there must be a definite line of 
demarcation, but I do not think it is night 
that only in the case of businesses any- 
body is to be allowed to retain money 
which could be available to pay debts 
with. If he is prepared to extend the 
paragraph beyond pure businesses | 
should be glad to ask leave to withdraw 
the Amendment. 


Major Milner: If I applied under para- 
graph (a), a scheme might be approved 
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whereby I paid Ios. in the £ and I should 
be left with assets. My hon. Friend seems 
to be under the impression that I should 
necessarily have to hand over to my 
creditors everything I have got. I take 
it that that will not necessarily be so, 
whether I am in business or not, for I 
would have to have a little lefttoliveon. I 
should like to ask whether it is intended 
that in all cases where application is made 
under paragraph (a) the debtor would 
have to hand over to his creditors all 
that he has. 


The Attorney-General: That comes 
under Clause 4, under which the court 
has power, in settling the terms of a 
liability adjustments order, to secure the 
maintenance of the debtor and his family 
and for excepting from the property to 
be realised his home and __ business 
premises. On the point that my hon. 
Friend raised, I would draw his attention 
to the last words of paragraph (6), “ or 
would otherwise lose his means of liveli- 
hood.’’ It is not confined to businesses 
and the rentier, the man who has not a 
business or means of fivelihood, -comes 
within paragraph (a). In that case it 
would be difficult to go beyond what we 
are doing in the Bill. 


Amendment negatived. 


The Attorney-General: I beg to move, 
in page 5, line 13, after ‘‘ agreement,’ to 
insert: 

‘‘ being land or goods in the debtor’s posses- 
sion at the date of the order.”’ 

These and the four following are little 
more than drafting Amendments. It was 
pointed out that the Bill was a little 
obscure on the question whether a protec- 
tion order operated, as, of course, it must, 
on the property as at the date of the 
Order. These Amendments prevent any 
argument arising on that point. 


Amendment agreed to. 

Further Amendments made: 

In page 5, line 14, after ‘‘ upon,’’ in- 
sert ‘‘ any such.”’ 


In line 15, leave out from “ of,’’ to 
end of line, and insert “‘ any such goods.”’ 


In line 28, at the beginning, insert 
‘“ The Court may in.”’ 


In line 28, leave out 
Attorney-General. | 


a 


may. —[ The 
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Major Milner: I beg to move, in page 6, 
line 11, at the end, to insert: 

‘“ and a copy of any such report shail be avail- 
able for inspection by the debtor or any 
creditor. ”’ 

It is obviously desirable that all pro- 
ceedings under this Bill should be open 
and above board, and it seems to be right 
and proper that a copy of any report made 
by the liabilities adjustment officer to the 
court should be available for inspection by 
the debtor or any creditor. It is a prac- 
tice in bankruptcy for the official receiver 
to make a report upon the conduct of the 
debtor. It is a public report and is read 
in open court. One wants to avoid the 
liabilities adjustment officer putting into a 
report anything which the debtor or any 
creditor should not have the opportunity 
of controverting, correcting, or acquiescing 
in, as the case may be. It may be more 
appropriate to deal with this point in the 
rules, and if the provision is made there, I 
shall be content. 


Sir A. Maitland: Will the Attorney- 
General consider extending the Amend- 
ment so as to make the report available 
not only to the debtor, but to creditors as 
well, if necessary on payment of a small 
charge? 


The Attorney-General: I agree that this 
report should be available to the debtor 
and creditors, but it would be better to 
deal with the matter by rules. We have 
to provide for times of inspection and the 
payment of some fee. I will give an 
undertaking that it is our intention to 
provide for this in the rules. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Major Milner: I beg to move, in page 6, 
line 12, after ‘‘ debtor,’’ to insert: 


‘“and after hearing the debtor or any 
creditor,”’ 


Sub-section (6) provides that if the 
court is satisfied in the case of any debtor 
that the matters set out in Sub-section (1) 
are correct they may make a protection 
order. [he object of this Amendment is 
to provide that notice shall be given to 
all concerned. Presumably in the majority 
of cases it will be the debtor who makes 
application, and ex hypothesi he will, of 
course, have an opportunity of coming 
before the court. Presumably, also, 
where the petitioning creditor, as he is 
called, makes application, notice will be 
given to the debtor, but what will be 
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the position of the other creditors in such 
a case? It may be that they would take 
exception to an order being made, and 
there ought to be provision for other cre- 
ditors to be given notice at some stage of 
the proceedings. It may be that this 
is not the appropriate place at which to 
introduce such an Amendment or, again, 
the point may be provided for in the 
rules, but if some provision is made for 
the contingencies I have referred to I shall 
be satisfied. 


The Attorney-General: The appropriate 
place for dealing with this point will be 
in the rules. In this form of procedure 
steps are taken to see that not only are 


the parties heard but that notice is given 


to other crediiors; for example, provision 
would be made to give notice to a land- 
lord’s mortgagee. In any case we shall 
take steps to see that all persons con- 
cerned receive notice of what is hap- 
pening. 


Major Milner: On that assurance, I beg 
to ask leave to withdraw the Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 4 ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 
CLAUSE 5.—(Disclaimer of property and 
rescission of contracts.) 


Amendment made: In Clause 5, 
page 8, line 2, after ‘* debtor,’’ insert: 


té 


which is subsisting at the date of the pro- 
tection order.’’—[The Attorney-General. | 

Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


CLAUSE 6.—(Powers of court with respect 
to leases and other contracts.) 


Amendments made: In page 8, line 7, 
after ‘‘ Where,’’ insert ‘‘ at the date of 
the protection order.’’ 


In line 11, leave out ‘‘ or this Act.’’— 
[Lhe Attorney-General. | 


Major Milner: I beg to move, in page 8, 
to leave out lines 20 to 23. 


According to the Clause, it would 
appear that the courts can only reduce 
the rent if the lettable value of the 
premises has fallen owing to war circum- 
stances or to an amount less than the 
lettable value at the date of the Order, 
but in an evacuation area, for example, 
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the lettable value of premises in general 
may have risen, and in such an area and . 
in such circumstances it might not be 
possible for the tenant to obtain a reduc- 
tion of rent. It seems to me that some 
provision ought to be made for such a 
case. I gather that here the Government 
are trying to legislate by areas, so to 
speak, although I feel it would be more 
desirable to legislate on the merits of 
each particular case. I recognise, of 
course, that a landlord is entitled to con- 
sideration, and that it would perhaps be 
a hardship on him in some cases, though 
not in all, that if the premises were 
vacant and he could get a higher rent 
he should be compelled to take a lower 
rent, but it does not seem that he will be 
in any worse case than any ordinary 
creditor who, under this Bill, may have 
to forfeit some part of his claim. At any 
rate, [am drawing the attention of the 
right hon. and learned Gentleman to this 
point as one which seems to me worthy 
of consideration. 


Mr. Woodburn: I feel that this part of 
the: Clause is of tremendous importance 
to a large number of people because it 
will give Blitz tenants the right to have 
some adjustment of their rent made by 
the liabilities officer if war damage or 
war circumstances have altered the cir- 
cumstances in which the rent agreement 
was made. But a difficulty arises over 
the words “‘ lettable value,’’ because 
where practically a whole town has been 
Blitzed the lettable value of such houses 
as remain may have risen considerably 
owing to a shortage of housing accom- 
modation. A landlord might argue that 
though the condition of the house had 
deteriorated by more than 50 per cent., 
though the tenant might be able to 
occupy only one room, yet the lettable 
value of the house had actually increased, 
and certainly not diminished, owing to 
the scarcity of houses. I should like the 
Attorney-General to look into the point, 
because it is already raising considerable 
difficulties. I have heard of landlords 
in a severely Blitzed area who have said 
that they would rather see their houses 
stand empty than reduce the rents by 
one penny. It cannot be the intention 
of the Government to cover cases like 
that, and I think the Clause should be 
altered in such a way as to refer to the 
condition of the houses as well as to 
its relative lettable value in comparison 
with other houses. 
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The Attorney-General: This Clause was 
not intended to deal with the problem of 
blitzed houses, and I do not think it does. 
It was intended to deal with cases like 
that, say, of a boarding-house in London 
or on the East Coast with a pre-war rent 
fixed. on the value of boarding-house 
property in the area. Where the condi- 
tions have changed to the disadvantage 
of boarding-house keepers the landlord 
will, in g cases out of 10, if the tenant 
is a good tenant, have made a remission 
of the rent voluntarily, but the idea of 
this Clause is that the court should be 
able to say in a case coming before it, 
‘ If the landlord turned you out he could 


not get more than a certain rent for the ° 


house and therefore, having regard to all 
the circumstances, we reduce the rent by 
a certain amount.’’ We put it that that 
rent should not be reduced below the 
value at which the premises could be let. 
We think that is right. If you are to 
give power to vary the contract under 
which a man is to remain in your house, 
it is right that you should set this limit to 
the variation. You should not leave the 
matter completely at large, which would 
put upon the court a discretion which 
really would not be fair. 


In moving the Amendment, my hon. 
and gallant Friend spoke about the recep- 
tion areas. In the main, people in those 
areas are not doing so badly. The hard 
cases arise in evacuation areas. He took 
a case where the value of the house was 
maintained or increased and the tenant 
said that he wanted his rent reduced. If 
hardships are to fall, not by reason of this 
Measure but because of war conditions, on 
a great many people who own property, 
they will also include hardships in letting 
the property. Ifa man who owns a house 
is in a position to say, “‘I could get 
another tenant at so much,’’ it would be 
wrong to reduce the rent below that 
amount, and it would be an impossible 
discretion to confer upon the judge. It 
would be impracticable to accept the 
Amendment. 


Major Milner: | am not quite sure that 
the Attorney-General is right in his argu- 
ment. Is he not giving a preference to 
the landlord in this case? There will be 
debtors who have to take advantage of 
this Measure. Merely because they 
happen to be in an area where rents have 
increased, are they to be deprived of ob- 
taining a reduction in their rents, and are 
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their landlords to have a preference over 
other creditors? 


The Attorney-General: No. The other 
creditors would be put into the position in 
which my hon. and gallant Friend would 
put the landlord. It would not be fair 
to say to the butcher, ‘‘ You have to go 
on supplying meat to this man at two- 
thirds of the ordinary price ’’ Equally, 
you should not say to the landlord, “" You 
must continue to let this man have 
possession of your house at a reduced 
price.’’ 


Major Milner: I am obliged to my right 
hon. and learned Friend. We are all try- 
ing to get the most desirable results. 
There is another argument which sup- 
ports the right. hon. and learned Gentle- 
man’s appeal, which is that if a landlord 
can get another tenant at a higher rent, 
he will be compelled by this Bill to con- 
tinue to let to the present tenant at the 
same rent, that is to say, the rent which 
the tenant was previously paying. To 
that extent the landlord will be damnified, 
in that he will not be able to go into 
the open market and get a higher rent. 
Having regard to what the right hon. and 
learned Gentleman has said, | am willing 
to withdraw the Amendment, but | am 
not altogether happy about the position: 


Mr. Woodburn: I have read the Clause 
again, and [ am unable to see how a 
tenant in a blitzed area such as Clyde- 
bank, placed in a serious financial 
difficulty and unable to pay his rent, can- 
not apply for the benefit of this Measure 
and for the liabilities officer to adjust his 
rent with his landlord. 


The Attorney-General: It is my fault. 
I did not mean to imply that persons who 
come under this Bill might not have their 
houses blitzed or that a house where a 
reduction of rent was in question might 
not have been blitzed. I wanted to re- 
move what I thought was a misappre- 
hension in the mind of my hon. and 
gallant Friend, and to make it clear that 
the general intention of the Clause was to 
cover, and that the Clause did cover, the 
case of a blitzed tenant who, without 
being in financial difficulties, felt that his 
case had to be dealt with. 


Mr. Woodburn: I am glad that that 
point has been cleared up. I see also the 
possibility of a large family, where the 
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income has been seriously reduced, per- 
haps by the death of a breadwinner, find- 
ing itself in such serious financial circum- 
stances that it is unable to pay the rent. 
So far as I understand the matter, the 
words “ letting value ’’ make it possible 
for the landlord to insist on the payment 
of the full rent, because the lettable value, 
owing to the area being blitzed, is per- 
haps above what the normal rent of the 
house would be. I referred him to the 
case—I hope there are very few like it, 
but I understand that there have been 
cases—where landlords in a blitzed area 
insisted on the full rent from people whose 
work necessitated their coming to the 
house, and would not have an adjustment 
of this kind. It will be a great service to 
people who are suffering these difficulties 
if it is made clear that this Measure will 
bring them relief and adjustment of their 
difficulties upon a fair basis as between 
landlord and tenant. 


Major Milner: I beg to ask leave to 
withdraw the Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Amendments made: 


In page 8, line 23, after the third 
 the,’’ insert “‘ habilities adjustment.” 


In line 29, after ‘‘ Where,’’ insert ‘* at 
the date of the protection order.’’ 


In line 31, after “‘ may,’’ insert ‘* pro- 
vide in the liabilities adjustment order.’’ 


In line 34, leave out ‘‘ vest,’’ and in- 
sert “‘for the vesting of.’ —([The 
Attorney-General. | 


Sir H. Williams: I beg to move, in 
page 8, line 37, after “ price,’’ to insert 
‘“ and not being less than such a sum as added 
to the amount already paid by the debtor in 
respect to the hire-purchase price will equal 


the value of the goods at the date of the 
order.”’ 


This Amendment is one which I think 
is of rather substantial importance. I am 
moving it at the request of a body known 
as the Conjoint Conference of Public 
Utility Associations, with which are asso- 
ciated all the municipal and company gas 
and electricity undertakings, and in addi- 
tion I know that the Amendment has the 
approval of the Hire-Purchase Trade 
Association. When goods are out on hire 
purchase the reason is, as a rule, that the 
man who is seeking the ultimate owner- 
ship of the goods does not want to pay all 
the money down at once, and therefore, 
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instead of entering into a transaction in- 
volving a direct sale, he enters into such 
a transaction that he can spread the cost 
over a substantial period of time. It 
happens that from time to time hire-pur- 
chase transactions come into the courts, 
indicating that some of these transactions 
have features which are not too desirable. 
Of course, it has always been the bad cases 
which have come before the courts. It is 
very important to bear that in mind, for 
so far as 99 per cent. of hire-purchase 
transactions are concerned, I think they 
have been fair to both sides. It has only 
been the bad cases that have received 
publicity, and as a result there is, in the 
minds of some of those who administer 
the law, a measure of prejudice against 
the hire-purchase trader. I know that 
from what a number of them have said 
to me. They sometimes feel that the man 
who is buying the goods on hire purchase 
is always right, while the seller is always 
wrong. 


What is the position of the hire- 
purchase trader so far as this Bill is con- 
cerned? He is a person who is a secured 
creditor. I am not very expert in regard 
to the law on banks and the rest, but he 
is a creditor who has a security. He isa 
form of creditor such as are included in 
the first sub-section of this Clause, which 
also deals with secured creditors. Let us 
imagine that,. whenever you rented a 
house, you were forced to have a hire- 
purchase agreement so that ultimately you 
became the owner, and that Clause I ap- 
plied exclusively to such people. If we 
apply the same principle to that, it will 
be seen that as the man is to have the 
house there is not much difference. We 
have just accepted a Sub-section under 
which, if it were made similar to Sub- 
section (3), the tenant of the house would 
be informed that the house belonged to 
him since he had paid so many years’ 
rent. There is some analogy; I do not 
want to push it too far. 


Let us take another case. This Bill is 
primarily designed for the benefit, not of 
private individuals, but of people engaged 
in trade, because I think, broadly speak- 
ing, the Attorney-General will agree that 
the Bill is designed to keep afloat people 
in business who are in great difficulties 
because of the effects of the war on dis- 
tricts in which they carry: on their busi- 
ness. I am a trader, and for the purpose 
of my trade I need plant and machinery 
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[Sir H. Williams. | 

and I need materiais. Over a period of 
years | may buy far more materials than 
machinery, but I do not buy the materials 
on hire purchase. I get deliveries at 
frequent intervals, and I get a monthly 
account due for payment within so many 
days, and in a period of, say, six years 
the supplier of the materials will have been 
paid for probably 95 per cent. of what he 
has supplied. Now we come to the 
person who has provided the machinery 
on which those materials will be 
turned into something that can be sold. 
That person, instead of sending in a bill 
once a month for, it may be, a hundreth 
part of the plant and getting paid for it— 
in which case the hundreth part has 
passed definitely to the trader—allows the 
trader to have the use of the whole plant 
and, if so much a month is paid for so 
long, the whole of the plant belongs to the 
trader. That brings us to the position in 
which this Bill is to apply. There are two 
creditors; one is the hire-purchase trader, 
and the other the one who has supplied 
materials. The latter has already had 95 
per cent. of his bill paid in the past, and 
the hire-purchase trader has perhaps had 
only half of it, yet under this proposal he 
is to be treated infinitely worse than the 
supplier of the material. 


It is no business of mine to defend 
hire-purchase traders because they are 
hire-purchase traders, but it is only fair 
and just that all classes of creditors should 
have an equal measure of justice siven to 
them, and after all, it should be 
remembered that not every debtor is 
necessarily an entirely virtuous person. 
We must not base laws on the assump- 
tion that all creditors are rogues and all 
debtors angels. That, broadly speaking, 
is not true—I am inclined to think, in 
general, it is very much the reverse of 
true. It is the man who, in the ordinary 
way, does not incur heavy debts for whom 
I have the greatest respect. I think there 
is a substantial case for this Amendment, 
or alternatively for some other Amend- 
ment which will give some reasonable 
protection to the hire-purchase trader, 
first of all against the debtor who may 
be, in part, not too honest. But in any 
case I see no reason why a mortgagee, 
for example, should be put in a preferen- 
tial position as compared with a hire- 
purchase trader. I think there ought to 
be equal justice for both. 
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I realise to the full that I am dealing 
with a matter in connection with which 
my own personal experience is very 
limited. I have tried to see the position 
fairly, and I sincerely trust that the 
Attorney-General, even if he cannot 
accept my Amendment in this form, will 
at least assure me that something will be 
done to protect the very large and very 
legitimate interests at stake. After all, the 
public utilities to which I have referred, 
both company and municipal, represent 
a capitalisation of {£2,000,000,000. They 
are substantial people, and the money of 
the ratépayers is concerned to a_ sub- 
stantial extent. The legitimate interests 
of the shareholders in the large public 
utility company are also at stake, and 
there is the general question of fair justice 
as between citizen and citizen. On those 
various grounds I move this Amendment, 
and hope the Attorney-General will find 
himself in a position to give me an 
encouraging reply. 


The Attorney-General: When we were 
considering the provisions of this Bill it 
became clear that, whereas we had put 
what I call a stop upon the power of the 
courts to reduce rents, and while there is 
also a stop on the power of the courts to 
reduce mortgage interests, there was no 
such stop when we came to the exercise 
of discretion with regard to a hire-purchase 
contract. | Under the strict bankruptcy 
law I think the hire-purchase trader is in 
a somewhat exceptionally favourable posi- 
tion. He can, I think, insist either on 
getting the full balance of the instalments 
or on taking possession of the article. In 
this“ class of case we felt that it 
would be unfair as between him 
and other creditors if that was the 
position, particularly having regard to the 
power of the courts in dealing with rent 
and mortgage interests. Hire purchase 
is a somewhat hybrid form of transaction. 
It is subject to the Purchase Tax, but it 
is in the form of hire, and has always 
presented certain difficulties in the direc- 
tion of knowing exactly the fair way to 
treat it. I have always felt that if one 
could get a stop—that is to say, a figure 
below which it would be unreasonable to 
value the goods—it would be a prudent 
thing to do. But that would be difficult. 
It would seem to leave the matter too 
much at large, and I was not sure that it 
would be welcomed by those interests con- 
cerned. The value is usually fairly low 
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at the date of the order. The goods must 
have been used, since they are not as a 
rule vested in the debtor until there has 


_ been a substantial number of payments. 


The vast majority of those affected are, 
I agree, honest and reputable traders, 
taking an important part in the com- 
mercial life of the country, and I was not 
sure that they would rather have a stop. 


I do not think it would be reasonable 
for the county court to make a vesting 
order if the sums paid or to be provided 
for did not amount to the present value 
of the article. If those concerned would 
like a provision to that effect inserted in 
the Bill, 1 am perfectly prepared to do 
that. We cannot accept the Amendment 
in its present form. I think that this 
condition would be better inserted as a 
proviso. Moreover, it does not cover the 
possible case of where 75 per cent. or 
80 per cent. of the instalments might 
have been paid, and the court might 
properly make a vesting order without 
providing for any further payment. The 
Amendment assumes that there will 
always be provision for a further pay- 
ment. We are very anxious to make it 
clear that we are trying to consider the 
interests of all concerned. This is not a 
debtor’s relief Bill, but an attempt to 
get a fair arrangement between creditors 
and debtors, to tide people over a difficult 
time. I do not think that this proposal 
will operate unfairly to the debtor. Il 
think it is a perfectly fair method to 
adopt, and I recommend the Committee 
to accept it in principle. 


Sir H. Williams: I am very grateful-to 
my right hon. and learned Friend for 
what he has said. If I may, I will ask 
those at whose request I have moved 
this Amendment to get into touch with 


him in order to find agreement upon 


some proper form of words. I ask leave 


to withdraw the Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Sir H. Williams: I beg to move, in 
page 9, line 3, at the end, to add: 


‘f Provided also that no contract shall be 


_ varied under this subsection unless the parties 


to the contract have received notice of the 
proceedings before the court under this Act.’’ 


I put this Amendment down at the 


_ request of the Federation of British In- 
- dustries, upon the executive committee 
_ of which I happen to serve. 
a little perturbed because they thought 
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there ought to be a security that nothing 
should be done without all parties con- 
cerned being informed. I rather gathered 
from the Minister’s speech that, instead 
of being put into the Act, that will be 
done administratively, after the Bill 
has been passed. Perhaps my right hon. 
and learned Friend will be good\ enough 
to put that on record. Then I will ask 
leave to withdraw the Amendment. 


The Attorney-General: I quite agree 
with the principle that those concerned 
should be informed, and we shall pro- 
vide for that to be done. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


CLAUSE 7.—(Mortgagees). 


The Attorney-General: I beg to move, 
in page Q, line 10, to leave out “‘ shall,’’ 
and to insert ‘‘ may.’’ 


It has been pointed out that the Clause 
seems to assume that in all cases the 
mortgagee would want to value because 
he would want to prove the balance of 
the debt, but that there may be cases 
where the mortgagee wishes simply to 
rest on his securities. In those cases, if 
there had to be a valuation that would 
simply mean incurring unnecessary 
costs, and a difficulty might arise at a 
later stage for purposes of discharge. 


Amendment agreed to. 
Further Amendments made: 


In page 9, line 13, leave out ‘‘ the 
value of security,’’ and ie 


insert a 
security 1s valued and the value. 


In line 19, leave out from the second 
‘ realised,’’ to the first ‘‘ the,’’ in line 20. 
—|The Attorney-General. | 


Mr. Woodburn: I beg to move, in 
page 9g, line 46, to leave out Sub- 
section (4). 


This Sub-section seems to introduce a 
far too rigid restriction upon the discretion 
of the court or of the adjustments officer. 
It says: ; 

‘‘ The court shall not reduce the rate of 
interest under the last foregoing Sub-section, 
unless the annual amount payable by way of 
interest at the existing rate exceeds the net 
annual profits... ,’”’ 

There may be circumstances, which can- 
not be foreseen in the Bill, which might 
require that that rate of interest should 
be reduced, to leave a margin 
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The Attorney-General: I am afraid that 
we cannot accept this Amendment. Thisis 
rather similar to the point that we dis- 
cussed just now of the reduction of rent 
and to the point we discussed of the 
reduction of hire purchase. It must be 
appreciated that in this class of case the 
mortgagee is being deprived of his normal 
contractual rights, and the question is 
how far it is legitimate to go in that direc- 
tion in these circumstances. The court 
has the power to reduce the rate of 
interest if the annual amount payable at 
the existing rate exceeds the net annual 
value of the mortgaged property. I think 
that it would be going beyond what was 
right to say that interest should be 
reduced in such circumstances. This is 
very like the other point. ‘We want the 
Bill to be fair as between all those who 
are interested. I think that the present 
power to reduce interest is right and that 
the net annual value is a fair condition. 


Mr. Woodburn: It does seem that under 
this legislation—and it carries our minds 
back to the War Damage Bill—that the 
whole of the benefits have always to be 
on the side of the mortgagee rather than 
giving any relief to the mortgagor. An 
insurance company insuring goods is let 
out of its liability if the damage is the 
result of an act of God or an act of war; 
the person who insures does not get the 
full benefit of his contract if it is an act of 
God or an act of war. 


Mr. Denman (Leeds, Central): It is not 
in the contract. 


Mr. Woodburn: Exactly. When these 
contracts that we are discussing now were 
made no one anticipated that there would 
be an act oi war and liabilities would 
occur such as have occurred. Both the 
War Damage Act and this Bill are intro- 
duced in order, as the Attorney-General 
said, to be fair to both parties. It appears 
to me to be reasonable that, if there is to 
be fairness to both parties, both parties 
must bear some of the loss. There is just 
a suggestion that on every occasion the 
mortgagee must be protected up to the 
hilt, and no margin is left for the 
mortgagor. The Attorney-General re- 
called the point that I made with regard 
to the War Damage Act that in the case 
of a person whose house has been 
destroyed and who is not going to get the 
cost of works payment, all the value 
might go to the mortgagee, and that the 
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mortgagor, although he might have put 
all his savings into the part-payment of 
the house, would get nothing. I would 
ask the Attorney-General to leave some 
discretion to the court to deal in a fair 
way with all parties. 


Amendment negatived. 


The Attorney-General: I beg to move, 


in page 10, to leave out lines I and 2, and 
to insert: 


‘““ value of the mortgaged property at the date 
of the order.’’ 

This Amendment and a later one, to 
Clause 10, which comes next on the Paper, 
have to be read with the definition of 
“net annual value ’’ which is inserted 
by a later Amendment. The point is an 
extremely simple one and obviously com- 
mends itself to everybody. It is to make 
it clear that, if the annual value changes 
—it might go up or down—then applica- 
tion can be made to adjust the amount in 
respect of any change in annual value. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clauses 8 and g ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 


CLAUSE 10.—(Intenm orders, variation 
and revocation of orders, etc.) 


The Attorney-General: I beg to move, 
in page 12, line 7, at the end, to insert: 
‘‘ and, in particular, where a liabilities adjust- 
ment order reduces the rent of any premises or 
the rate of mortgage interest payable in respect 
of any mortgaged property, an application for 
the variation of the order may be made on the 
ground that the lettable value of the premises 
or, as the case may be, the net annual value 


of the mortgaged property has altered since the 
date of the order.’’ 


This is a consequential Amendment. 
Amendment agreed to. 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bull. 


Clause 11 ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


CLAUSE 12.—(Order of discharge.) 


The Attorney-General: I beg to move, 
in page 13, line 16, after ‘‘ possession, ’’ 
to insert: 


‘‘ by virtue of the exercise of the powers of — 
the court.”’ 


This Amendment and the two following 
Amendments standing in my name are — 
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really drafting Amendments. Sub-sec- 
tion (2) of this Clause only applies in 
cases where the powers are still being 
exercised in respect of the lease or 
contract. 


Amendment agreed to. 
Further amendments made: 


In page 13, line 17, after the first 
or,’’ insert “‘ subject to a.”’ 


In page 13, line 18, leave out from 
 Coterect, We  ,... mM Hne 16, snd 
insert : 

‘the repayment or performance of which is 
provided for.’’ 

Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. | 


CLAUSE 13.—(Power to continue adjust- 
ment proceedings in relation to estate 
of deceased debtor.) 


The Attorney-General: I beg to move, 
in page 13, line 37, to leave out “‘ if it,” 
and to insert ‘‘ Provided that, if the 
court.”’ 


This is the Clause which deals with the 
continuation of adjustment proceedings if 
the original debtor has died. It provided, 
as the Committee will remember, that the 
proceedings should continue if-the court 
was satisfied that the estate would accrue 
wholly or mainly to members of the 
debtor’s family. I think that it was 
obviously a sensible provision. It has 
been pointed out to us that it might be 
some time before that could finally be 
ascertained. This Amendment and the 
two following Amendments, therefore, 
put the thing round the other way. They 
entitle the court to continue unless it is 
satishied that the benefits are going to 
people other than the debtor’s family. It 
will prevent a certain amount of delay. 
In the ordinary case inquiries will be made 
apparently, and it will be clear whether 
the estate comes within the Clause or not, 
and | think it improves the Clause to put 
it in this way. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Further Amendments made: 


In page 13, line 39, after ‘‘ to.’’ insert 
‘" persons other than.’’ 


In line 39, at end, insert “‘ it shall dis- 
continue the proceedings.’’—[ The 
Attorney-General. | 


Sir A. Maitland: I beg to move, in page 
14, line 13, after “‘ bankruptcy,’’ to in- 
sert: 
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‘“ (except the provisions with respect to the 
priorities of debts and _ liabilities).’’ 


I can put the purpose of this Amend- 
ment very briefly. The effect of para- 
graph (a) of Sub-section (3), as I under- 
stand it, is to deprive those persons 
where the estate is insolvent of the right 
to have their debts paid in priority. I 
raise this question because, although I 
understand there has been some corre- 
spondence between the Association of 
Municipal Corporations and the Attorney- 
General, there is still some doubt in the 
minds of local authorities as to whether 
they are in fact deprived of that right in 
the case of people coming under this 
Clause. If we could have an assurance 
that they are under some misapprehen- 
sion, [ should at once be able to withdraw 
the Amendment. 


The Attorney-General: This Clause pro- 
vides that in certain cases, if a debtor 
dies, proceedings shall continue. The 
proceedings which are to continue are, 
of course, based on the principles of this 
Measure, and it is, therefore, necessary 
to provide, as is done under Sub-section 
(2, a), that if an estate is insolvent, Sec- 
tion 34 of the Administration of Estates 
Act shall not apply. If that was not 
done, it would be dealt with according 
to ordinary insolvency principles regard- 
ing a bankruptcy estate. My hon. 
Friend and those with him are afraid 
that that will mean that priorities in 
which they are interested will not apply. 
They are wrong about that, because if 
my hon. Friend will look at Clause 9, he 
will find that the priority of debts which 
he has in mind is a very important prin- 
ciple of this Bill. It shows that priorities 
under Section 3 of the Bankruptcy Act, 
which are the ones he has in mind con- 
cerning local authorities’ rates and taxes, 
are one of the principles of this Bill. 
That principle will apply to the estate of 
the deceased debtor, because the court 
is enjoined to continue to deal with the 
estate under this Bill. Having already 
got the priorities provided for under the 
Bill, it would be wrong to do what the 
Amendment proposes to do—to have 
them in the second time under insolvency 
proceedings. 


Sir A. Maitland: I am much obliged for 
that assurance, and I beg to ask leave to 
withdraw the Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Amendment made: In page 14, line 42, 

leave out ‘‘ exercises its powers under,’ 
and insert: 
‘‘ continue the liabilities adjustment proceed- 
ings, or discontinues any such _ proceedings 
under the proviso to subsection (1) of.’’—[TLhe 
Attorney-General. | 

Motion made, and Question proposed, 
‘‘That the Clause, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill.’’ 


Mr. Douglas: There is a point on this 
Clause which I should like to put to the 
Attorney-General. As I understand it, the 
Clause applies only in the case where a 
person dies during the course of liabilities 
adjustment proceedings, that is, where 
there is something before the court, but 
there does not appear to be any provision 
for a case in which action has been taken 
by the liabilities adjustment officer under 
Clause 1 of the Bill. I would like the 
Attorney-General to consider whether 
there is not a gap which ought to be filled 
so as to cover the case where the debtor 
dies before the scheme made by the liabili- 
ties adjustment officer has been brought 
to fruition. 


The Attorney-General: I will look into 
that case and make sure. What the hon. 
Gentleman has put to me is a case where 
the scheme is operative, but if there is 
anything we have overlooked in providing 
for what should happen when death 
follows the scheme, I will look into it. 


Question, ‘‘ That the Clause, as 
amended, stand part of the Bill,’’ put, and 
agreed to. 


Clauses 14 and I5 ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 


CLAUSE 16.—(Rules.) 
Amendment made: 


In page 19, line 1, insert new para- 
graph: “'(d) [may prescribe the fees to be 
paid in respect of the services of liabilities 
adjustment officers;].’’—[The Attorney- 
General. | 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 17 ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


CLAUSE 18.—(Effect of labihties adjust- 
ment proceedings or scheme of 
arrangement on _ persons lable 
jointly or as sureties.) 


The Attorney-General: I beg to move, 
in page 19, line 41, to leave out from 
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‘‘ order,’’ to “* any, 


insert : 


in line 43, and to 


‘‘ varies under Section six or Section seven of 
this Act the terms of.’ 

This is one of three Amendments to 
this Clause which stand in my name on 
the Order Paper. It is made to help re- 
move a misunderstanding with regard to 
the scope and intention of the Clause, 
and it concerns the effect of liabilities 
adjustment proceedings or a scheme of 
arrangement on persons liable jointly or 
as securities. An important case I have 
in mind is a case where rent is reduced 
under the Clause which we were con- 
sidering earlier or where the mortgage 
interest 1s reduced. The reference in the 
Clause as to providing ‘‘a scheme of 
arrangement approved under this Part of 
this Act’ led, I think, to a misappre- 
hension and made people think this 
Clause went wider than it does. They 
thought that where there was simply an 
ordinary debt for £50 or a loan which 
had been guaranteed, the guarantor would 
get off if the debtor was able to pay: only 
ros. in the {. That was never our in- 
tention. If a debt is guaranteed, then 
the guarantor must pay, and references to 
any other contract are references to con- 
tracts varying under Section 7 of the Act, 
and the only circumstance in which an 
executory contract can be varied is where 
the variation is in the interest of both 
parties and where, of course, he could 
otherwise disclaim. These are the three 
cases where the sureties’ liabilities may 
be cut down. It is not effective in the 
case of an ordinary debt. Where the 
rent is reduced, the surety liability goes 
with it. Where the mortgage interest is 
reduced, the surety liabiiity goes with it. 
The executory contract can be varied. 
The first two Amendments are drafting, 
and the third Amendment proposes to 
leave out the words, ‘* or a person in the 
nature of a surety.’’ Those words are 
taken from the Bankruptcy Act. I am 
not clear what a person in the nature of 
a surety is, and whether, indeed, there 
are any such persons. 


Sir H. Williams: Having regard to the 
fact that the Attorney-General made a 
statement which very conveniently dealt 
with the whole significance of the Clause, 
I think it might save time, Colonel Clifton 
Brown, if I could go a little beyond the 
scope of the Amendment, because frankly 
I am in a realm with which I am not very 
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familiar. My right hon. and learned 
Friend is aware that many people are 
greatly perturbed about this Clause. They 
regard it as something which relieves cer- 
tain people who undertake certain obliga- 
tions from their obligations because some- 
body else is in trouble. As I understand 
it, if one goes surety for a man, the object 
is that if he cannot do the job, one has 
to pay up. If circumstances arise in which 
a person cannot do the job, this Clause 
appears to relieve the man who has gone 
guarantee for him. I should like to be 
told what is the exact effect of the Amend- 
ments that are proposed. I think the 
minds of all hon. Members might be in- 
fluenced to some extent by an explanation 
of that sort. 


The Attorney-General: If the Commit- 
tee agree, I think it would be convenient if 
we had a_ general discussion on the 
Amendments. 


The Deputy-Chairman (Colonel Clifton 
Brown): If the Committee agree to this, 
I think it would be a suitable course. 
There is an Amendment on the Order 
Paper in the name of the hon. Member for 
South Kensington (Sir W. Davison) which 
might not be covered, but that could be 
put separately afterwards. 


The Attorney-General: I think it would 
be covered. 
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Sir William Davison (Kensington, 
South): I should like to say a few words 
about my Amendment. 


Sir A. Maitland: Would it not be better 
if my right hon. and learned Friend had 
some idea of the points we wish to make, 
so that he could answer them? 


The Attorney-General: I have some 


idea. 


Sir A. Maitland: May I put one point 
to the Attorney-General? Will he con- 
sider the deletion of the Clause as a 
whole? That strikes me as being the most 
effective way of dealing with the matter. 


The Attorney-General: I quite under- 
stand that this Clause is one which has 
raised some apprehensions and that it re- 
quires discussion. As I have already 
said, I think some of the apprehensions 
are unfounded. I will leave aside for a 
moment the reference in the Clause to 
“contract other than a_hire-purchase 
agreement,’’ and will consider leases and 
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mortgages. That is the case with which 
the Clause is intended particularly to deal, 

and with which I think it deals logically. 

If, under Clause 6, the court decides to 
reduce the rent, the reason will be that, 
owing to war conditions, which neither 
landlord, tenant nor guarantor contem- 
plated, the house is very likely to become 
as near as may be unlettable, while there 
is a pre-war rent of, it may be, f{400. | 
will quote a case which has come to my 
notice. I do not do so because hard cases 
make good Acts of Parliament, but the 
possibility of hard cases is very often a 
very good reason for inserting a provision 
of this kind in . Bill. .The case 
which I am about to quote would not 
be an isolated one. It is a case where 
a youngish man took a boarding house, 
it may have been for seven or I0 years, at 
a rent which was in the neighbourhood of 
{400 a year. It was in a part of the 
country where war conditions rendered the 
whole thing unprofitable. When he 
entered into the lease, the landlord not 
unreasonably got the man’s mother to 
give a: guarantee for the rent. In normal 
times, what would have happened if the 
son had failed in his business would have 
been this. He might have got into arrears 
and if he had gone on failing, it would 
have become apparent fairly soon that he 
could not run the business and that he 
had better take up some other line of 
business. The limit of his mother’s re- 
sponsibility would have been compara- 
tively small. The landlord would have 
applied to her, and she would have taken 
the matter up with her son,-and would 
have said to him, “‘ If you cannot make 
it pay, you had better clear out and let 
the landlord regain possession.’’ Ihe 
matter would have solved itself with a 
comparatively small liability to the 
guarantor. 


The war has produced a very different 
set of circumstances. The Jandlord, in 
the circumstances, does not want posses- 
sion; he cannot get another tenant, and 
the building is simply an uneconomic 
structure. I quite agree that the man 
could file a petition in bankruptcy and 
disclaim the lease, but nobody wants him 
to be forced to do that. Short of that, 


however, and but for this Clause, the 
mother in this case would have to go on 
paying the full rent of the uneconomic 
structure. 
her resources or her savings. 


It might take the whole of 
What we 
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say is that we are not dealing with the 
normal ups and downs of success and 
failure wnich people look for guarantors 
to cover. We are dealing with a case 
where war circumstances have rendered 
the particular buildings uneconomic 
structures, possibly for a long period. 
Where they are unlettable or lettable only 
at a very reduced value, it is reasonable 
that the guarantor’s liability should come 
down, too, for otherwise the landlord 
could get the full pre-war rent from the 
guarantor, the guarantor would be en- 
titled to go to the debtor for what he had 
had to pay, and in effect, if the debtor 
had any resources, one would not be re- 
ducing the rent as far as he was con- 
cerned to anything like the figure one 
appeared to be. Although he would have 
to pay only, say, £50 to the landlord, the 
landlord would get the remainder from 
the guarantor, and the guarantor would 
come back to the debtor for the balance 
of what he had had to pay. If the debtor 
had resources he would have to pay too. 
That is the case of rent and I think it 1s 
fair. As far as ordinary debts are con- 
cerned, that is to say debts for goods 
supplied or services rendered, the guar- 
antor remains under his liability and that 
can be enforced. What I have said about 
rent applies also in substance to cases 
in which there is this limited reduction of 
mortgage interest. At present there are 
these words in the Clause ‘‘ Or contract.’’ 
They are clearly qualified by the words 
now to be inserted—‘“‘ varied under Sub- 
sections 6 or 7.’’ Clause 6, Sub-section 
(4)—this is the only case where guar- 
antors under contracts might be relieved 
—states: 


‘“ Where it appears to the court that it 
would be in the interests of all parties under 
a contract . .. . which could be disclaimed 
under the last foregoing section that the con- 
tract should continue in effect in a varied form 
rather than be disclaimed, the court may in 
the liabilities adjustment order vary the con- 
tract accordingly.’’ 


That is limited to executors’ contracts 
and to cases where it is in the interest of 
all parties. I have been told by the hon. 
Member for South Kensington (Sir W. 
Davison) and others that, in a great many 
cases, local authorities take a guarantor 
not so much for a money payment but for 
performance. Where a man puts in a 
tender for building, someone guarantees 
his performance. I suppose there is some 
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penalty if the work is not done to time, 
or is not up to quality. That was not the 
type of surety we had in mind. Iam not 
sure how it would arise. It may be that, 
without damage, we could leave out the 
reference in this Clause to contracts and 
confine it to leases and. mortgages. Il 
should like a little more time to look into 
the matter. I do not want to do anything 
which would prejudice either local authori- 
ties or contractors in the sort of case 
which my hon. Friend has put to me. 
Supposing one of those people who got 
into difficulties was a contractor to a local 
authority. He might be able to disclaim 
the contract or he might be able to con- 
tinue it with variations. I should like to 
know rather more than I do about the 
terms of these guarantees. It may be that 
the question of the guarantor can be left 
where it is. On the other hand, it may 
be that it would be desirable to give him 
some relief. However, I should like to 
look at the matter more fully. I hope I 
have described the sort of cases we in- 
tended to meet. 


Sir W. Davison: As the Attorney- 
General has just said, this Bill, with the 
general approval of all parties, was intro- 
duced mainly in order to keep in being 
small businesses, lodging-house keepers, 
and boarding-house keepers, and so on. 
Its object was to enable them to tide over 
a difficult time, and to have equitable 
arrangements made between themselves 
and their landlords, so that, in the in- 
terests of both parties, the businesses 
could start again after the war on the 
same footing as before. It seems to me, 
however, that this Clause goes very much 
further than the main objects of the Bill. 
The Committee will remember—and I 
have drawn the attention of the Attorney- 
General to it in private—that I stated 
that it was practically the universal 
custom of local authorities, when entering 
into contracts involving — substantial 
amounts, to require a surety. Until 1933 
this was obligatory under the Public 


Health Act, 1875, in cases where the 


amount involved exceeded f{100. This 
was repealed by the Local Government 
Act of 1933, Section 266 of which pro- 
vides a local authority with powers, 
almost directions, to establish Standing 
Orders to carry this into effect. Model 
Standing Orders were prepared by the 
Ministry of Health, and a common form 
of Standing Order was supplied and 
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adopted by practically all local authori- 
ties. I have a copy of that Standing 
Order with me which states: 

‘‘ Every contract which exceeds {100 in 
value or amount and is either for the execu- 
tion of works or for the supply of goods or 
materials otherwise than at one time shall pro- 
vide for some pecuniary penalty to be paid by 
the contractor in case the terms of the contract 
are not duly performed and the Council shall 
require and take sufficient security for the due 
performance of every such contract.’’ 


That, I believe, is the universal practice. 
The Attorney-General asked for instances. 
With regard to the supply of particular 
things it is the common practice among 
local authorities to take the lowest tender. 
It would add greatly to their burdens if 
in every case they had to make elaborate 
inquiries into the stability of the lowest 
tendering contractor and whether he could 
carry out the work for railings, the paint- 
ing of lamp-posts, and the thousand and 
one other things which local authorities 
have to do. Therefore they adopted this 
method of asking for a guarantor to 
guarantee the due performance of the 
contract. The way it works is this. Sup- 
posing a local authority asks a contractor 
to supply building material or shovels, for 
which he has submitted a tender, and then 
he says that he cannot supply them. The 
local authority in that case can go into 
the market and find out the best terms 
on which they can obtain the shovels or 
the building material—then they can ask 
the guarantor to pay the difference 
between the amount in the contract and 
what the local authority has paid. 


That seems to me to be something quite 
different from the real objects of this Bill. 
I am anxious to make it quite clear that 
the Bill is not intended to deprive local 
authorities of this practice of obtaining 
guarantees for the fulfilment of contracts 
by contractors. It is a system which has 
been universally admitted by Parliament 
as a proper system to adopt, and it is very 
much in the public interest. I know it was 
not intended to include such matters as 
those to which I have just alluded and, if 
the right hon. and learned Gentleman does 
not like my proviso, perhaps he will put 
in some other words which will make it 
clear that the Bill is not intended to apply 
to guarantees of contracts such as I have 
described. 


Sir H. Williams: I am completely in 
agreement with what my hon. Friend has 
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said, but I am anxious that this should 
not be limited to contracts with local 
authorities, because the same thing hap- 
pens in industry. I have had represen- 
tations from the Association of Municipal 
Corporations and also from the Federa- 
tion of British Industries, who are con- 
cerned with identically the same problem, 
where a third party guarantees the per- 
formance of that contract between two 
others. That is a legitimate form of 
guarantee and it does not necessarily 
follow that there should be complete 
exemption for these people. The Clause 
seems to me to be rigid: the words of my 
Amendment would make it more elastic. 
It is a proposal that all the circumstances 
shall be taken into account. It may well 
be that someone has insured with a well- 
to-do corporation for the performance of 
a specific task. We relieve the person 
who has failed to do that task, in certain 
directions, but this may be the eventu- 
ality against which he has insured. There 
a wider problem affecting the position of 
building societies. There, again, I think 
there is a problem to be examined. Pos- 
sibly at the conclusion of our discussion 
the Attorney-General may find himself in 
a position to state that the whole Clause 
will be re-examined before Report. 


Sir A. Maitland: I should like to en- 
dorse my hon. Friend’s suggestion. The 
Attorney-General has recognised the dis- 
quietude which the Clause has caused. 
We should bear in mind that in the 
peculiar circumstances of to-day our pro- 


ceedings do not get the publicity which 


they would receive in normal times. We 
may be passing very important Measures, 
the full significance of which is not realised 
by people who, in normal times, would 
certainly have something to say about 
them. While we have the greatest sym- 
pathy with the genuine desire of the 
Government to help distressed debtors, 
these provisions are likely to have re- 
actions which deserve consideration as 
much as the difficulties of the debtor. I 
know a pathetic case of two old people, 
the owners of two houses, which repre- 
sent their life savings and their sole means 
of support. It is a hard case, similar to 
that which the Attorney-General men- 
tioned. It seems to me that by this Clause 
you are defeating a very important prin- 
ciple which is adopted in ordinary day- 
to-day transactions and doing something 
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which will have a retrospective effect and 
extend the possibility of further trouble. 
I sincerely hope the Attorney-General will 
reconsider the whole question in the light 
of the effect upon local authorities and 
contracts generally. If this Clause is 
carried as it was first put down, even in 
the light of the Attorney-General’s 
Amendments, which are Amendments of 
form rather than of substance, it will do 
a good deal of harm. As there are grave 
doubts about it, I suggest the best method 
is to leave it out. 


Mr. Douglas: I desire to support this 
Clause, for it is based upon a sound prin- 
ciple. The idea which underlies it is that 
the lability of the surety should not be 
increased by the operation of the Bill. It 
is not intended to relieve him of such 
amount of liability as he would have been 
under in any case, if this legislation had 
not been passed. If it 1s passed, surely 
it is unfair that the suretv’s liability 
should be increased by something which 
he could not. possibly have foreseen, 
which was never in contemplation when 
he entered into the contract of suretyship, 
and which is an extraneous thing imposed 
by Parliament. If the Clause is omitted, 
it may tend to destroy the purpose of the 
Bill because the court is not under any 
oblication to make an order under the 
liabilities adjustment procedure. The 
court has merely a permissive power, a 
discretion as to what action it shall take, 
and, exercising that discretion, it may 


very well have regard to what the con-. 


sequences will be’ upon a surety. If this 
provision is omitted, the court will be 
restricted in its power to deal with the 
application of the debtor by consideration 
of the fact that it will be increasing the 
liability of the surety and it will be unable 
to give the surety any relief whatever. 
To meet that case is the purpose of this 
Clause, and it is a sound purpose. There- 
fore, it ought to apply in every case. 


~ |= am very interested in local authori- 
ties, but I cannot come here and ask for 
a special privilege to be granted to them 
in this Bill in regard to their sureties 
which is not given to other people. A 
provision of that kind would not be fair. 
Once that is admitted, the argument is 
admitted for extending it to private cor- 
porations, building societies and other 
people, and if it is extended in that way, 
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the whole purpose of the Clause will be 
weakened and more unfairness will be 
caused. We are dealing with a very ex- 
ceptional situation and with legislation of 
an exceptional character which is intended 
to protect debtors and to prevent the full 
extent of the law being applied to them, 
in bankruptcy or otherwise, as it could be 
at the present moment. In doing that, 
we are automatically affecting the position 
of sureties, and we ought not to obtain 
relief for the debtor at the expense of 
imposing on the surety an _ obligation 
which was never and could never have 
been in contemplation. 


The Attorney-General: I would like to 
emphasise again what my hon. Friend the 
Member for North Battersea (Mr. Douglas) 
has made clear, that this Clause is deemed 
to deal only with cases in which under the 
Bill the court has power to order the 
continuation of a contract in a varied form 
that is to keep alive leases and mortgages. 


The important cases we have _ in 
mind are leases and mortgages. We 
added the words ‘‘ or contracts ’’, but 


the Committee will see in Clause 64 that 
the only cases in which contracts other 
than leases or mortgages are concerned are 
those in which: 

‘it appears to the court that it would be in 
the interest of all parties under a contract . 
which could be disclaimed . that the con- 


tract should continue in effect in a varied 
form.’’ 


That does not, in terms, say that all the 
parties have to agree to the continuation, 
but it implies it in substance. The court 
in deciding whether it should be continued 
in a varied form is to be satisfied that it 
is in the interests of everybody. If either 
debtor or creditor says, “‘ I do not want 
it in that form; it is no good to me ”’, the 
court can exercise its discretion. That 
being the only form of contract which can 
come in, my view, particularly in view of 
what we have heard about local authority 
contracts, is that the best thing is to leave 
out of the Clause references to other con- 
tracts. They have obviously caused a 
good deal of misunderstanding, and I do 
not think, looking at Clause 6(4), that 
they really fulfil any useful purpose. The 
guarantor himself would be a party and 
would be entitled to be heard under 
Clause 6(4), and what is contemplated by 
that Sub-section is quite a different sort 
of arrangement by agreement from what 
is contemplated under Clause 18. I do 
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not think that local authority contracts 
would really have been affected by this 
Clause, although difficult points might 
have arisen as to whether they were or 
were not. It was not the type of 
guarantee we had in mind and it is not 
the type of guarantee which would be 
made more onerous by the operation of 
this Bill. It could only be extended by 
Clause 6(4) when it was for everybody's 
benefit. 


It would be to the advantage of every- 
body and to the disadvantage of nobody 
if we deleted on the Report stage the 
references in the Clause to other contracts. 


My hon. Friend the Member for Faver- 
sham (Sir A. Maitland), who was 


particularly concerned with local authority 
contracts and contracts of that form, 
thought that the Clause should be left out 
altogether, but while there is no case for 
retaining the words referring to contracts, 
I think that, as far as leases and mortgage 
interest are concerned, the Clause is right. 
Where rent is reduced under Clause 6, or 
mortgage interest is reduced under Clause 
7, I think that it would be right that 
the guarantor’s liability should be 
affected. I will look into the Clause 
again with a view of taking contracts out 
and leaving in leases and mortgages. 


Major Milner: I am inclined to think 
that the Attorney-General is mght in his 
view. The essential thing is that where 
sacrifices have to be made they should be 
fairly and equitably spread, and it seems 
to me that if this matter were dealt with 


in the way he has suggested the power to 


ensure that would be given to the Court. 
It also seems to me that it is right to 
exclude “‘ other contracts,’’ because fre- 
quently they are, as my hon. Friend the 
Member for Faversham (Sir A. Maitland) 
said, subjects of insurance policies, or pay- 
ments have been made in respect of them, 
and therefore it would not be right to give 
relief in those cases. At the same time, 
there will continue to be some feeling that 
a guarantor ought to obtain relief in the 
Same way as the person whom he has 
guaranteed is relieved, and in such cases 
perhaps relief might be granted on the 
overriding principle set out by the right 
hon. and learned Gentleman, namely, that 
at the time it could not have been within 
the contemplation of the parties that cir- 
cumstances of war would cause a default 
on the part of the principal debtor. In 
such cases, therefore, I think that relief 
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might equally well be granted. I take it 
that the right hon. and learned Gentleman 
will bring up a further Amendment on 
Report stage and that we shall then have 


an opportunity of looking at the matter 
again. 


Amendment agreed to. 
Further Amendments made : In page 19, 


line 46, leave out ‘* him,’’ and insert ‘‘ the 
debtor.”’ 

In line 46, leave out from “‘ surety,’’ to 
~ for,” in line 47.—[The Attorney- 
General. | 


The Attorney-General: I beg to move, 
in page 20, line 3, to leave out ~ such 
’’ and to insert: 


Saat 
‘ person who is a surety or in the nature of a 
surety for the debtor or is jointly bound with 


him. ? 

Mr. Denman: A few moments ago the 
Attorney-General told us that he had no 
idea what the words ‘“‘ in the nature of 
a surety “’ meant. In view of that does 
he now wish to insert them here? 


The Attorney-General: In this Sub- 
section the words are used in a negative 
form. They are words which occur in 
the Bankruptcy Act, in which there is a 
provision that nothing shall affect a 
person who is a surety or in the nature 
of a surety. There it does not much 
matter. In Sub-section (1) of this Clause 
we are defining a class of persons to be 
brought within the jurisdiction, and for 
that positive purpose it seemed undesir- 
able that we should have a vague form 
of words. I agree that there does seem 
to be sOme inconsistency, but if we pass 
the words now it will be possible to leave 
them out on Report stage if it is thought 
desirable. 


Mr. Denman: I should like to assure 
he right hon. and learned Gentleman 
that I have no personal objection to those 
words. 


Amendment agreed to. j 


Further Amendment made: In page 20, 
line 4, leave out “‘ him,’’ and insert “* any 
such person.’’—[ The Attorney-General. | 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 19 ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 
CLAUSE 20.—(Provisions as to courts.) 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
‘‘ That the Clause stand part of the Bill.’’ 
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Major Milner: This Clause confers 
jurisdiction upon county courts, and a 
question has been raised whether the 
publicity of the proceedings in those courts 
may not prevent deserving cases applying 
to them for relief. I do not know what view 
the Attorney-General may take on that 
question, but in my experience, latterly 
at any rate, not much publicity has been 
given to proceedings of this nature. Of 
course bankruptcy proceedings, applica- 
tions for discharge and so on are reported. 
It may be that it will be sufficient if 
special courts are held to deal with these 
cases. I do not think we ought to insist 
on no publicity at all being given to these 
proceedings, but, on the other hand, one 
would wish that some discrimination 
should be exercised. Those who brought 
this point to my attention were very much 
concerned lest by reason of the fear of 
publicity many people might not take 
advantage of this Measure who otherwise 
would do so. I do not altogether sub- 
scribe to that view, but I should like an 
assurance from the Attorney-General, if 
it is possible for him to give it, that dis- 
cretion will be exercised and that perhaps 
special courts will be held. Of course, 
the court cannot prevent legal proceedings 
being reported, but the Press themselves 
may exercise a wise discretion in not 
reporting proceedings of this nature, 
unless there are special circumstances 
which make it desirable. 


The Attorney-General: One of the 
objects in providing for liabilities adjust- 
ment officers was to secure a procedure 
which would operate, we hoped, without 
“any publicity at’all. I think it would be 
impossible, and wrong, to have some 
special Rule under which these matters 
were to be heard 1m camera. Personally, 
I should doubt whether there is likely to 
be much publicity, beyond, of course, 
the publicity which is essential in order 
that creditors may know what is happen- 
ing. In most of these cases, there will 
not, I think, be anything of general in- 
terest to the public, and one hopes that 
not much publicity, or at any rate no un- 
necessary publicity, will be given to them, 
and that people will not be deterred from 
taking advantage of this legislation for fear 
of publicity. I do not think however we 
should make any special Rule on the 
point. 


Mr. Douglas: There is nothing in the 
Bill which shows that cases will neces 
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sarily come before the county court judge 
himself. It may well be that a great 
number of cases which are of a simple 
nature will come before the registrar in 
chambers, and then there will not be any 
publicity. If there is a dispute, the 
matter will have to come before the 
judge, and it may be advisable in such 
cases that there should not be undue 
secrecy. 


Question, “‘ That the Clause stand part 
of the Bill,’’ put, and agreed to. 


Clauses 2r and 22 ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


CLAUSE 23.—(Extent of Pari I). 


Mr. Douglas: I beg to move, in page 
at; line 34, after ‘“ England,’’ insert: 


‘or has property situated in England.’’ 


The object of this Amendment is to fill 
a gap which I believe exists in the Bill, 
relating to persons who may make use 
of the proposed relief. At present, the 
Bill applies only to persons who ordin- 
arily reside in England, carry on business 
in England or are members of firms which 
do so. On the other hand, there are 
people who, but for the war, would have 
been ordinarily resident here, but. who 
may have been evacuated to Scotland, 
Ireland or elsewhere. I know a number 
of such cases in which the only income 
arises from property here. Their only 
liabilities, apart from their day-to-day 
expenses, are in connection with that 
property. One can say that they have 
ceased to be ordinarily resident in Eng- 
jJand. I believe that this difficulty is 
"solved for Income Tax purposes by such 
people being regarded as resident for the 
greater part of the year. It seems un- 
fortunate that those people should, by 
accident, be deprived of the advantage 
of this Measure available in other cases. 


I think it would be better if the pro- 
vision in regard to businesses and firms 
were left out, and the Bill applied merely 
to individuals in respect of their private 
obligations. There might be more logic 
in it. As it is, there is an arbitrary dis- 
tinction between people who have pro- 
perty here, because they are carrying on 
business, and who are entitled to this 
relief and other people who may be 
equally deserving, but who because they 
are not carrying on business, although 
their property and its liabilities are here, 
cannot do so. I hope that the Attorney- 
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General will give a sympathetic con- 
sideration to removing this distinction 
from the Bill. 


The Attorney-General: I hope that I 
shall consider this Amendment and all 
others sympathetically, but I am not sure 
that I can consider this Amendment a 
good one. The proper jurisdiction, or 
rather the most convenient, in cases of 
this kind, is the jurisdiction of the place 
where the majority of the creditors are. 
We want to try to get all these people to 
agree, and we have done our best to 
arrive at that result by taking those who 
are either ordinarily resident here or have 
business here. ‘‘ Ordinary residence *’ 
will probably mean the place where the 
rent liability arises, and where the trades- 
men will present their bills. Of course, 
we cannot satisfy everybody, but I think 
the arrangement which we propose will 
satisfy the maximum number of creditors. 
Obviously if a man is carrying on busi- 
ness in a place, his creditors will be likely 
to be found there also. For a man who 
is fortunate enough to live in Scotland 
and to have his business in England, we 
thought it right that he ought to come 
under the Bill, because this is the place 
where his affairs would have to be wound 
up. I can relieve my hon. Friend of 
anxiety on one point. Perhaps he would 
look at Sub-section (1) of this Clause. I 
think those words meet one of the points 
which he made. Apart from that, if we 
accepted the Amendment, it would pro- 
duce the result that a man living in Scot- 
land who happened to have some small 
piece of property in England would not 
come ‘under the Bill, and the creditors in 
England of a debtor in Scotland could not 
start proceedings. 


Mr. Douglas: In view of the statement 
by the Attorney-General I beg to ask 
leave to withdraw the Amendment, 
merely adding that I would like the right 
hon. and learned Gentleman to look at 
this matter again, because I think there 
are still difficulties which have to be 
solved. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Amendment made: In page 22, line 7, 
leave out ‘* this Part,’’ and insert ‘* Sec- 
tion six and Section seven.’’—([ The 
Attorney-General. | 

Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 24 ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 
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CLAUSE 25.—(Extenston of Courts 
(Emergency Powers) Acts, 1939 and 
1940, to contracts made after the 
commencement of war.) 


The Attorney-General: I beg to move, 
in page 23, line 17, to leave out from 
‘‘into,’’ to the first ‘* the,’’ in line 19. 


This Amendment deals with a point 
which was raised by the hon. Member for 
Nelson and Colne (Mr. Silverman) during 
the Second Reading Debate when he 
pointed out that circumstances might arise 
which could not reasonably be contem- 
plated by the parties. We hope that the 
possibilities which he contemplated will 
not materialise. I therefore think it is a 
good point. These words are difficult to 
apply and necessarily narrow, and may 
well be omitted. 


Amendment agreed to. 
Further Amendment made: 
In page 23, line 20, after ‘‘ Act,’’ insert: 


‘‘ (other than those mentioned in paragraph 
(c) and paragraph (d) of the proviso to that 
Sub-section).’’—[The Attorney-General. | 

Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 26 ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


CLAUSE 27.—(Interpretation.) 
Amendments made: 


In page 25, line 34, after the second 
a, insert ‘‘ provable.”’ 


a 


In page 25, line 35, at the end, insert: 


¢¢ ¢ 


net annual value,’ in relation to any mort- 
gaged property, means the net annual profits 
which, fn the opinion of the court, the pro- 
perty could reasonably be expected to pro- 
duce.’’—[The Attorney-General. | 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


CLAUSE 28.—(Short title and com- 
mencement. ) 


Mr. Douglas: I beg to move, in page 26, 
line 3, to leave out from ‘“‘ shall,’’ to 
‘ expire,’ in line 4. 

I have put down this Amendment in 
order to stress the desirability of this 
legislation being brought into operation as 
quickly as possible. It is now some 
weeks since I put it upon the Order Paper, 
and the Bill was brought from the other 
House a month ago. The war is imping- 
ing more and more harshly, naturally and 
inevitably, upon a great many people, 
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| Mr. Douglas. | 

and the operations of the Attorney- 
General's colleague, the President of the 
Board of Trade, in regard to the con- 
centration of industry and many other 
things, are creating difficulties. The 
Measure ought to be applied as speedily 
as possible, and if there is any possibility 
of bringing it into operation sooner than 
the date which is contemplated, it would 
certainly be a very good thing. 


The Attorney-General: When my hon. 
Friend speaks he gives the impression of 
being a very accurate man, but it is some- 
times a misleading impression. He said 
that this Bill was brought in . months 
ago 


Mr. Douglas: No, Sir, I said one month 
ago. 


The Attorney-General: 


I. beg your 
pardon, Sir. I] misheard. 


Mr. Douglas: I said I put down the 
Amendment some weeks ago. 


The Attorney-General: There is a lot of 
work to be done on this Bill, and I do not 
think we can proceed more speedily. The 
time spent since the Bill was brought in 
has not been wasted. We have been con- 
sidering these other matters, and although 
I agree that it is very desirable that it 
should be expediied, I do not think this 
Amendment will be of any use. 


Mr. Douglas: In view of the Attorney- 
General’s statement, I beg to ask leave to 
witndraw the Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 
Bil. 


NEw CLaAuseE.—(Exemption from stamp 
duties.) 


Where a protection order is made, or a 


scheme of arrangement is approved, under this 
part of this Act— 


(a) every deed, conveyance, assignment 
or other instrument relating solely to pro- 
perty which was the property of the debtor 
at the date of the protection order or of the 
approval of the scheme and which, after the 
execution of the instrument, is or remains 
his property or the property of a trustee 
appointed under the order or for the pur- 
poses of the scheme; 


(6) every power of attorney, proxy paper, 
writ, order, certificate, affidavit, bond or 
other instrument required for the purposes 
of the liabilities adjustment proceedings or 
the scheme of arrangement; 
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shall be exempt from stamp duties, except in 
respect of fees chargeable under this Act.— 


[The Attorney-General. ] 


Brought up, read the First and Second 
times, and added to the Bill. 


Bill reported, with Amendments; as 
amended, to be considered upon the next 
Sitting Day, and to be printed. [Bill 
27. | 


PUBLIC AND OTHER SCHOOLS 
(WAR CONDITIONS) BILL [Lords]. 


Considered in Committee. 
[Colonel CLIFTON Brown in the Chair. ] 


CLAUSE 1.—(Power to make orders with 
respect to certain schools.) 


Mr. Edmund Harvey (Combined 
English Universities): I beg to move, in 
pace I, line 27, to omit the words “ or 
capital.”’ 


This Amendment, I regret, has only 
been put in in manuscript form. My hon. 
Friend the Member for Bilston (Mr. 
Hannah) and myself wished to put it down 
in the belief that the Bill was coming on 
next week. Its object is to secure from 
the President of the Board an assurance 
that every care will be taken to provide 
that capital shall be replaced if it be 
used in consequence of a scheme to be 
carried through under the provisions. of 
the Bill. It is quite obvious that the use 
of income in a war-time emergency stands 
on an entirely different footing from the 
use of capital, and while there is every- 
thing to be said for diverting income that 
is not likely to be profitably used during 
the war to an urgent need of the school, 
it is very undesirable that capital should 
be used in that way unless very careful 
provision is made for its replacement over 
a period of years during the happier days 
of peace-time. I think that would be an 
object which would commend itself to 
everybody who believes it to be desirable 
to continue the trusts under which capital 
is held, and I hope that the President may 
see his way to give an assurance to the 
Committee that in all cases where a scheme 
is prepared, provision will be made for 
the replacement of capital to be used under 
the terms of this scheme, although, of 
course, that replacement may take place, 
in some cases, over a long perod of years. 
I do not wish to take up the time of the 
Committee, but I hope very much that 
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the right hon. Gentleman will be able to 
give an assurance of that kind. 


The President of the Board of Education 
(Mr. Ramsbotham): I am certain the hon. 
Member does not expect me to accept the 
Amendment as it stands, but I am very 
willing to assure him, as far as I can, on 
the point he has in mind, which is, of 
course, of considerable importance. In- 
deed, in my speech on the Second Read- 
ing of the Bill I said that I was sure the 
House would agree with me that it would 
be most undesirable to spend trust capital 
on current needs unless that capital could 
be replaced. There are various safe- 
guards in the Bill which make it very 
difficult improperly or rashly to use capital 
without an opportunity being given to the 
House to raise objections. I can assure 
my hon. Friend that I will bear his point 
carefully in mind. I do not think these 
occasions for the use of capital will be very 
numerous, but where they do arise they 


will be subject to very careful considera- 
tion. 


Mr. Harvey: In view of that assurance, 


I beg to ask leave to withdraw the Amend- 
ment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill. 


Clauses 2 and 3 ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 


Bill reported, without Amendment. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
‘“ That the Bill be now read the Third 
time..”’ . | 


Mr. A. Bevan (Ebbw Vale): I am 
sorry that a better opportunity was not 
afforded for us to make one or two 
Amendments on the Committee stage. It 
is quite clear, from the Ruling we had 
last week, that our opportunities for 
Debate would be very much curtailed. So 
far as | am concerned, I can only say 
that if one agrees with the principle of the 
Bill, the Bill itself is an effective instru- 
ment to achieve that purpose; and I had 
no special occasion to want to put down 
Amendments in Committee. As I tried to 
make clear last week, I do not sympathise 
with the general purposes of the Bill. It 
is not my intention, however, to be 
obstructive at this stage. 


There is a great deal of feeling about 
this matter. Anyone who has studied the 
controversy in educational journals during 
No. 59 
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the last six months will know that there is 
a large body of opinion that the time 
has arrived for the public schools of Great 
Britain to be drastically remodelled. I 
hope that that opinion will soon find ex- 
pression in pressure upon the Govern- 
ment. I do not agree that these are 
things that ought necessarily to be left 
until after the war. There are very grave 
reasons why they should be dealt with 
during the war. One of the main reasons 
why the public schools of Great Britain 
should be reorganised is that that would 
reassure people that desirable changes are 
taking place in the social structure of 
Great Britain. That would be a contri- 
bution to the maintenance of morale 
behind the war effort. There is also a 
great body of opinion, which is not suf- 
ficiently articulate, that the public schools 
should be allowed to die a natural death. 
Some would like them to die a little more 
violently. 


Mr. Deputy-Speaker (Colonel Clifton 
Brown): | must remind the hon. Member 
that we are discussing what is in the Bill, 
and not what should be there. 


Mr. Bevan: I agree that the discussion 
on the Third Reading is bound to be much 
narrower than that on the Second Read- 
ing. It was impossible to discuss the Bill 
on the Second Reading, and our difficul- 
ties are bound to be greater now. I 
appreciate that; and I shall not come into 
conflict with your Ruling, Sir, for a 
moment. As I said on the Second Read- 
ing, it appears to be more in order to 
praise this Bill than to condemn it. But 
I hope that the Government will seek an 
early opportunity of meeting a representa- 
tive body of educational opinion on this 
matter—which has not been done, I regret 
to say, on this occasion—and try to bring 
about a reconstruction of the pubic 
schools system in accordance with 
civilised and intelligent needs. 


Sir Annesley Somerville (Windsor): | 
sympathise with my hon. Friend the Mem- 
ber for Ebbw Vale (Mr. Bevan) in his 
inability to discuss the possibility of keep- 
ing the public schools alive. He has 
spoken of their dying a natural death. | 
should not be surprised if he would like 
to see them die a violent death. This Bill 
is of narrow scope, and he is precluded 
from starting an argument, in which I 
should have been delighted to take part, 
as to the merits or otherwise of the public 
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{Sir A. Somerville. | 

schools. This is a limited Measure, to 
give public schools power to apply capital 
which is extremely necessary for their con- 
tinued existence. [hat capital, as pro- 
vided by a number. of benevolent 
well-wishers and well-doers of the schools, 
might be very well disposed of in accord- 
ance with the terms of the Bill. I happen 
to be one of the governors of a school 
which has a number of trusts that have 
been provided for it from various sources. 
I am sure that the donors of the money 
would have been only too glad that this 
Bill should pass, and that the school, 
which is doing very useful work, should 
have power to apply the money to 
immediate and pressing needs. I welcome 
the Bill, which I think will be of very 
considerable use to the public schools. 


Mr. Ammon (Camberwell, North): I 
apologise for not having been present to 
move the Amendment standing on the 
Paper in my name—in Clause I, page 2, 
_ 28, at the end, to insert: 


' (together with a statement of accounts 


giving all the information necessary to deter- 
mine Bea ot the making of an Order in 
Council or an order is expedient).’ 

To a large extent I have been hoist with 
my own “petard, for I have been upstairs 
in Committee, and had arranged for the 
Debate to be kept running until I got 
reinforcements, but forgot to arrange for 
myself to be here. Like my hon. Fnend 
the Member for Ebbw Vale (Mr. Bevan), 
[ found considerable difficulty in dis- 
cussing the Bill on Second Reading, and 
it will not be easier for me on the Third 
Reading. I know that it will be very 
difficult to make any reference to an 
Amendment which has not been moved. 
Therefore, I shall content myself—and I 
think this might be within the rules of 
Order—by asking the Minister to say 
whether he is likely, administratively, to 
meet the point raised in the Amendment. 


Mr. Ramsbotham: Much as _ (=I 
svmpathise with the hon. Member, I am 


very chary of replying to the last’ request, 
because I am not sure whether I should » 
be in order. But, before you have time 
to pull me up, Sir, I might just inform . 
my hon. Friend that I shall not be able ' 
to give a satisfactory reply to what he is. 
asking. The Bill. broadly speaking, will 
be welcomed by those who—— 7 


Mr. Bevan: Welcome it. 


Mr. Ramsbotham: Yes. I do not in- 
clude among those my hon Friend the 
Member for Ebbw Vale (Mr. Bevan). 
Later on, I hope, he will have an oppor- 
tunity of expressing his views about the 
public school system. Nothing would 
sive me greater delight than to be able 
to cross swords with him on one or two 
points arising out of that, but that will 
not be possible now. I thank the House 


for the reception which has been given to 
the Bill. 


Question, “‘ That the Bill be now read 
the Third time,’’ put, and agreed to. 


Bill read the Third time, and passed, 
without Amendment. 


SUNDAY ENTERTAINMENTS ACT, 


1932. 
Resolved: 


‘“ That the Orders made by the Secretary 
of State under the Sunday Entertainments Act, 
1932, for extending section one of the Act to 
the undermentioned areas, namely: 


(1) the Borough of Boston; 
(2) the Borough of Falmouth 


copies of the first of which was presented to 
this House on 30th April, and of the second on 
6th May, be approved.’’—[Mr. Peake. | 


The remaining Orders were read, and 
postponed. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Resolved, ‘‘ That this House do now 
adjourn.’’—[Mr. Munro. ] 
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ONLY A FEW NEEDED’ 


Evening Standard Reporter 


one of the priority boroughs to which the new Morrison 
indoor shelter was to have been delivered some days ago 
have yet received sup plies. 

First deliveries were to have been made in the: most-bombed 
areas—the East End; and some near-London suburbs. ; 
= ees gy SERRANO But bea: rush of. applications] : 

ex te as not n realise 
orests Moved to - [empechedt bs Bot been realised. | 


ail 


Ba f fle n fens “are quite adequate already, 
Airme was told. | 
“When deliveries are. e wel : 


: NEW: YORK, Thursday. a few,” a no 
Nazi war strategy now jneludes the 
transplanting of: huge trees in Nor- 


Tnandy’s ancient forests as a means of; 5... ‘Stepney I got a * ences il 


confuxing ‘British air raiders, acecord-|.. We have been told that the ts coca besa 


> Work a saTeibane of the New may arrive any. day now, but our ; 


>, Mahoney who has just returned requirements will be very small,” it 
Europe, says Fen war|Was said. 


oe the-heavy wot gl fig-| _East-Ham have received “a number 
prio gre BB tga and even|°f applications,” but noting like the} 


_ Moving houses and building roads to|2umber anticipated. ee 


Spay a ~~ familiar Poe tion. —| , 
miles from original ocation,— 
Associated Press. Tomahawk I bgmeere rs| 


Seaman Bicones For Middle nant 


American . ‘Tomahawk 
Phe body of a seaman was recovered single-seater machines ] 
y the crew of a barge ag Southend with cannon a | 


ae ees f. Be oe mst» AS 


MOTHS 
BEETLES 
FLEAS efc.— even bugs 


FVENING STANDARD Apftil 4. 1941. 


Sti 


FINAL NIGHT 


y 


4 


BLACK-OUT: 8.8 pm to 5.58 am. 
MOON rises 11.4 am, sets 2.48 am. 


Cartols:2d., 6d.,1/-. Powder Flask { /- 


=" 


LONDON, FRIDAY, 


APRIL 4, 1941 


ONE ‘PENNY 


MASSAWA IS CALLED ON 


TO GIVE UP AT ONCE 


Britain 


The Port to 
Feed Italians” 


cane Bee \ at 


Italian fortificatio 


Massawa, the 


port, has been called on to surrender. 
A reply was expected to-day. 


Needs 


ns near Massawa. 


Italian Red Sea 


THE FALL OF MASSAWA, APART FROM 
MEANING VIRTUALLY THE END OF ERITREA 
FOR THE ITALIANS, WOULD CUT OFF THE 


““NATURAL OUTLET FROM ABYSSINIA, 


WHICH THE ITALIANS 
A British officer carying 


INTO 
ARE FLEEING. 
a white flag was sent to the 


city, says Reuter, to point out that it was necessary for 


the British to have the port 


so that they could feed the 


civilian population of Asmara, the capital, which was 


captured on Wednesday. 


It is believed that General Luigi 
Frusci, the Italian commander-in- 
chief in Eritrea, is proceeding in 
the direction of Adowa (Abys- 
sinia) from the neighbourhood of 
Adi Kaie, where he was last 
reported. 


Empire Doomed 


There is no news yet from the patrols 
which have been sent a good distance 
to the south of Asmara, but one officer 


who drove 30 miles out of the city told 
me that large numbers of Italian troops 
had readily surrendered to him.. 


One hundred and. seventy-eight 
British, Indian, Sudanese and Somali 
, beg al have been brought back from 

On Tuesday night they 
guarde the Italians who had hitherto 
guarding them. 

Mario Appelius, commentizz on 
fall of Asmara in the Popolo d'Italia, 
implies that the Italian East African 
empire is doomed, but continues on 

the familiar line that this will not 
affect the result of the war. 

o-day’s Italian communiqué 

admitted another British air raid on 
Tripoli and a machine-gun attack on 
narchir Italian columns, but 
ported continuing Italian resistance 


Ben; om Occupied 


g to a Stefani News Agency 
blished in Rome, Benghazi, 


reoccupied by Ger- 


Later Sunday 
Films Now, But 


No Matinees 


A revision of Sunday cinema 

times throughout London 
is recommended to-day by the 
Public Control Committee of 
the L.C.C. 


It standardises the opening and 
closing times throughout their area, 
and although it means later shows in 
the summer, this would be achieved 
by the total elimination of afternoon 
performances. 
This is 
recommend: 


the schedule they 
Earliest Latest 
starting time. closing time 
9. 0 pm. 
May, June 
July 5.0 p.m. .. 10.30 p.m 
Aug. and 


Sept. 4. 0 p.m. 9.30 p.m 


Representations had been made to 
the L.C.C. by the London and Home 
Counties branch of the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors’ Association for approval of 
fixed permitted opening and closing 
times from April to September. 


Dartmoor Man Seen 


On Plymouth Road 


Walter Beman, 33-year-old convict 
who escaped from Dartmoor yester- 
day, was to-day believed to be 
making for Plymouth. 


He was seen near Yelverton, on the 
road from Princetown to Plymouth. 


Beman, like Thurston, who has 
eluded the police far nine days, is a 
skilled mechanic, and it_is thought 
he may hav estolen a series of cars. 

He was sentenced to four years in 


January 1939 for garage breaking, 
but had gained considerable remission 
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FIGHTER 
GOT NIGHT 
BOMBER | 


{or the first time for three 

weeks an R.A.F. fighter 
destroyed a night raider last 
night. The Full Moon is a 
week to-night. 

The night fighter pilot 
already shot down raiders. Last 
night he intercepted and de- 
stroyed a Heinkel 111 over the 
sea off the South-West Coast! 
while it was returning rfom the 
raid on a West Country town. 

Though it was travelling fast afte: 
being lightened of its bomb load. he 
got so close to it before he opened fire 
that only a few rourds had to be fired 
before he saw it “ disintegrate” in the) 


alr. 
“Immediately I touched’ the 
button to fire the guns,” he said 
when he landed, “ there was a blind-| 
ing flash. 
‘Pieces of the raider flew back and 


had | 


enn 


| Air Prisoner | 


ie 


} i 
and December 31 


hit the Beaufighter I was flying, caus-| Ee 


ing slight damage.” 


FIRES SOON PUT OUT || 


The Air Ministry and Ministry of | 
Home Security communiqué at) 
7.30 a.m to-day, which revealed the! 
destruction of the night raider, added: 


“Enemy aircraft crossed the South) 
Coast at various points last night in an| 
attack on a town in the West of! 
England. The raid lasted for about 
four hours. 


“Some damage was done by high-| 
explosive bombs and a number of fires| 
were started by incendiaries. The 
fires were so efficiently dealt with that) 
none of them became serious and all| 
were extinguished before the raid had, 
ended | 


“Bombs were also dropped at| 
olaces in eastern Engiand, in the Home| 
Counties and in south England, but 


(Continued on Back Page, Col. Three) 


Slav ‘Minieter 
Sees Hitler 


itler yesterday received 
Jugoslay Minister in Berlin’ 
(Mr. Andritch), according to a 
message telephoned to Athens from) 
Belgrade, says Exchange. 
It i sbelieved that the object of the 
interview was to see whether it was 
possible to resume the conversations 
at the point where they were discon- 
tinued in the last talk between M. 
Nintchitch, the Jugoslav Foreign 
Minister, and Heeren, the German 
Minister in Belgrade. 
Italian Legation leaving Belgrade. 
—See BACK PAGE. 


Pope to Broadcast 


Peace Appeal 


The Pope iis to make an important 
speech on Easter Monday, which will 
be broadcast throughout the world, it 
was officially announced in the Vatican 
City to-day, says British United Press. 

The speech will be an appeal for 
peace, according to high sources in 
the Vatican, its object being the 
halting of the war before any spring 
offensives are begun. 

The speech will be 
translated and broadcast in the 
languages of the belligerents and 
potential belligerents. 


On With the Fair 


Fairs are to be permitted at 
Blackheath, Hampstead Heath and 
Wormwooi Scrubs this year on days 
which are normally public holidays, 
on the same conditions as last year, 
which means during the hours of day- 


i 
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the 


immediately 


As a prisoner he saw London— 
to-day's picture of one of a new 
batch of German air captives. 


Battleships’ 


Base at Brest 


Raided Again 


R. A.F. bombers attacked 
Brest last night, it was 
learned in London to-day. 
It was announced that the German 
‘battleships Scharnhorst and Gneisenau 
‘were known to be in dock there when 


the R.A.F. heavily attacked Brest on 
Sunday night. 


TURKS CALL UP 


TWO CLASSES | 


/ [rhe 1910 and 1911 classes are to be 

called up for military service 
on April 8, it is officially announced 
in Turkey, says British United Press. 


Imost everything will go 
down.” 


* Aussie” Hats for 


Women P.O. Drivers 


Evening Standard Reporter 
y Yomen whom the Post Office are 
training to drive mail vans in 

London are to wear slouch hats 

turned up on one side, similar to 

those of the Australian soldiers. 

They will have blue tunics with red 
piping and blue skirts. 

Regional directors throughout the 
country have been, given authority to 
employ women drivers where the 
number of men called to the fighting 
Services makes it necessary. — 


Big Shops to Close 


Ail the large Croydon stores and 
shops have decided to close on Good 
Friday They will remain open all 
next Wednesday, which is usually the 
early closing day, and will also close 


| 


light. 


on Easter Monday. 


‘up for a few months: 


That is Westminster’s sweeping forecast of the Budget 


SOME 37s 


CALLED 
., UP SOON 


n an official reminder to- 
day of the registration 
for military service to 
morrow week of men of 37, 
it is announced: “Some of 
these men are likely to be 
needed soon for the Civil 
Defence services or for 
special requirements of 
the Army: 

“Others will not be called 
so far 
as at present be foreseen.” 

The registration affects men 
born between January 1, 1903, 


: . 1903, both dates 
inclusive. 


Mea who wish, as an alternative 
to military service, to be considered 
for service in the Police war reserve, 
the A.F.S., and the first-aid parties 
in Civil Defence, should say so when 
they register. 


People accepted ma ive to serve 
away from home. These men, marri ed 
or single, wi vith simile ir respon sibilities 
will be eligible to rece addit ional 

allowance 

It is also i ien to apply to 
join these ser\ s independen ntl} . Such 
an application doe: ve a man 
of the duty to reg 

If he is Salad 
having registered this 
ported immediately, as 
wise receive an enll 
the Forces, which canno 
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Sis mmonses for: 


Going on Strike 


Six engineering apprentices were 
Summoned at Manchester to-day 
under the Defence Regulations for 
taking part in a strike. 

On the applic ion the defending 
solicitor the summonses were 
ladjourned until Tue 


ot ic 


esday. 


“Almost E verything 
Up in New Budget” 


By Our Political Correspondent 


up. Almost nothing will come 


next 
week. 

In some quarters there is a 
strong beliet that there will be 
one reduction—a modification of 
the 100 per cent. Excess Profits 
Tax. The Chancellor may make 
it 80 per cent. 


On Personal Incomes 


| A special E.P.T. on personal incomes 
increased since the War is a possibility. 
There seems little doubt that the 
income-tax payer will have to pay 
more. The standard rate may go up, 
or the allowances may be varied to 
get in more money. 

Surtax at a lower figure than the 
present £1500 is forecast. 

The Chancellor will “get at” luxuries. 

The proposed services tax has 
attracted much attention—a levy on 
gas, water, electricity, servants, fares 
on train, tram or bus. It would pro- 
vide big revenue. 

Beer, spirits and tobacco may be 
made dearer in which case the tea and 
cocoa drinkers would not be allowed 
to escape. 
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AXIS 
U.S.A. 


T IS REPORTED THAT GERMANY AND ITALY 
HAVE DECIDED TO CONFISCATE UNITED 


STATES PROPERTY IN 


THE VALUE OF THE SHIPS NOW IN CUSTODY 
IN UNITED STATES PORTS. 


given to-day by! 

the Berlin correspondent of the 

Stockholm paper Aftonbladet. 
According to aut ative circles 1n 


news 1S 


Thi S 


hori 
Nnorit 


Washington, says Reuter. Mr Cordell 
Hull. Secretary of State. sent notes to 
the Axis governments during the 
night flatly rejecting thelr protests | 
and their demands for tne release of 
the ships and crews | 

Other news of the Axis ship- 
scuttling campaign 15s: 


Thirts members of the crews of the 
German steamers Hermonthis and 
Muenchen. which were found at sea 
burning and sinking after they had 
escaped from Callao on Monday, 
have arrived at Casma in a sailing 


boat. They were taken to Lima. 
The captain and sec ond engineer of 
the 23.000. ton Italian iner Conte 


Biancamano. which was bret under 


control by the United States autho- 
rities last Sunday: have now been 
arrested. according to a despatch 
received by the Vichy news agency. 


Italian Ship Escapes 


The Italian steamer fimalayva (6240 
tons) has arrived at Rio. de Janeiro 
from Kismavu,. Italian Somaliland, 
after a voy age of 43 days. according to 
the official Italian News Agency, 
quoted by Reuter 

The captain said he had slipped out t 
of Kismayu in a fog before the port 
was occupied by the British 


TO SEIZE 
PROPERTY 
‘To Value of Detained Ships’ 


Evening Standard Correspondent 


STOCKHOLM, Friday. 


THEIR COUNTRIES TO 


~~ — ——— 


U.S. Buying Up 


Farm Produce 


Evening Standard Correspondent 
NEW YORK, Friday. 
t is expected that the United 


yards. 


Picture received to-day. 


GIANT U. . A. CLIPPERS FOR BRITAIN | 


First of £1 the giant new Boeing Clippers—of which 4 three are 
to come to Britain—being towed out for its tests at Seattle. Six 
men are standing on the huge wing, which has a span of over 50 
The aircraft measures 109ft. from nose to tail and can 
carry enough fuel to make a non-stop New York-Lisbon flight. 


States Government will spend 
¢125.000.000 on farm’ produce 
needed by Britain within the next 
fifteen months, accord!=g to reli- | 
able information. | 
The Department of Agriculture} 

announce: | J. R. Steelman, the Federal 
“ | Government negotiator in the) 
The Government's forthcoming} 
purchase will be used to acc umulate|strike in the United States bituminous 
reserve food supplies. icoal industry, served a demand on the 


‘conference of representatives of the’! 


“These can be used for transfer to| managements and unions early to-day) 


Brit tain and other countities under thelthat ti the mines should be reopened by| 
Lease and Lend Act. or for release on| /Monday. 


the market in the event of unw arrant-| 
i ae public cannot condone 


able speculative price increases, or to' 
ute requests from the Red Cross for|@uibbling while the mines stand idle,” 
he said, according to Reuter. 


shipments to refugee areas.” 
| About 450,000 workers are affected: 
‘by the strike. 
U. C. % Air Schools The Ford Motor Company have 
- been granted a temporary injunc- 
The United States army air corps! tion restraining the United Auto- 
intend to establish more than 60 new; mobile Workers from interfering 
schools, permitting 30,000 pilots to be| with Ford workers, says a Detroit 
rained a year. | 
This was announced by Mr. Henry. 


Associated Press message. 
Stimson, Secretary of War,says Reuter.|that a 


“sreat emergency” existed 


WHAT AMERICA THINKS 
OF BRITISH RAILWAYS 


This page from the American “ Life 


used in a recent British Railways advertisement. Part of “ Life’s” 
caption read: 
nerved, organised men can do to defeat bombing. The same 
thing goes on in factories, stores, private homes, power 


| BRITISH RAILWAYS | 


99 


reproduced photographs 


‘This is a prime sample of what brave, steady- 


plants, airfields, docks.” 


money. 


ir 


that Wright’s will was valid, although! 
she declared that the testator was 


Federal Judge Arthur Tattle said| Babes,” 


‘flight to Halifax Nova Scotia, from 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


i 


Sir A. 
| in Washington 


MINES TOLD ‘Three ‘Miss Babes’ 
TO RE-OPEN © And a Church Get 


Shares in Legacy 


From KENNETH WILSON 


MONTREAL, Friday. 
Claimants to the £2780 estate of 
William Wright, bequeathed 
to an unidentified show girl, ‘ ‘Miss 
Babe,” have agreed to share the 


After Judge Keiller Mackay had 
ruled in the Ontario Superior Court 


“eccentric and peculiar,” it was agreed 
to divide the estate among three “ Miss 
a Toronto church, and a group 
of Wright's relatives. 


Proposal by ’Phone 


n unexpected telephone call started 
Eleanor Morrison on a 3000-mile 


Vancouver. 

Mr. Albert Hendy, a Naval padre, 
whom Eleanor thought was in 
Britain, called up from Halifax and 
said, “Can you marry me 
immediately? ” 

Miss Morrison met Hendy in Regina 
before the war and had not seen him 
since he went overseas on the outbreak 
of war. 


To Fight Again 


(Saptain Jean George Dary, who 

' fought in the French air force 
both in this war snd the last, has 
passed the Royal Canadian Air Force 
fight test at Ottawa, and is awaiting 
acceptance and a chance to re-enter 
ithe fight against the Nazis. 

Dary is 44. Before the war he was 
technical adviser to several Hollywood 
-roductions. 


Salter Arrives 


FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 1941 


‘ANGLO-USS. 
CONVOY 
PLANS’ 


Evening Standard Correspondent 


WASHINGTON, Friday. 

GS taf talks between American 

and British naval representa- 
tives are being held to determine 
how a joint convoy system can be 
operated, if President Roosevelt 
decides to employ United States 
warships to protect shipments of 

American goods to Britain, an 

authoritative source states. _ 

One plan, it is understood, is for 
United States ships to convoy 
merchantment as far as Iceland, where 
the British Navy would take over. 

The convoy plans are being per- 
fecteed under the custom by which the 
Navy Department arrange details for 
any contingency. 

As far as can be learned, the Presi- 
dent has not yet approved the 
ot of convoys 

AY CONTROL SHIPPING 

It x also learned that the United 
States Government are seriously con- 
sidering controlling, and if necessary 
commandeering, all privately-owned 
ships necessary to national defence. 

Officials say that so much material 
must now be imported for the 
defence programme that American 
ships must be moved from normal 
routes and transferred to the job of 
carrying essentials. 

An indication of the magnitude of 
the task is that 19,000,000 tons of 
metals and materials must be brought 
from overseas to fill the needs of the 
1941 defence programme. More ships 
are urgently needed for the South 
American and Far East routes. 


Death Sentence 
Qn Polish Mother 


More death sentences by Gestapo 
tribunals are reported by the Nazi 
Press in Occupied Poland. 

In Poznan a peasant woman and her 
20-year-old son were charged with 
setting fire to their farm, states the 
Ostdeutsche Beobachter (quoted by 
Reuter) 

They preferred to destroy their own 
property rather than deliver the grain 
and cattle which had been confiscated 
by the German authorities. 

A peasant in Ciechanow was sen- 
tenced to death for a similar offence. 


Brooke-Popham Goes _ 


Back to Hongkong 


Air Chief Marshal Sir Robert 


Brooke-Popham,' . British Com- 
mander in-Chief Far East, left 
Manila Philippines, to-day for 


Hongkong after a two-day visit to 
the United States army and navy 
chiefs there. 

The Manila Herald quotes him as 
saying that he would be returning to 
Manila on April 8 or 9 for another 
visit of several days. 

During his stay (says the British 
United Press) he is believed to have 
discussed the possible use of Singa- 
pore by the United States as well as 
co-ordinated defence between the 
United States. Britain and a Dutch 
East indies. 


Evening Standard Correspondent 
WASHINGTON, Friday. 
Sir Arthur and Lady Salter have 
arrived at Washington and were 
igreeted by M. Jean Monnet, former 
head of the French Purchasing Com- 
mission, now with the British Pur- 
chasing Commission, and by Miss 
Frances Perkins. United States Labour 
Secretary. | 
It is believed Sir Arthur has brought 
a scheme for the mass production of 
freighters on a scale far beyond any- 
thing yet attempted in the U.S.A., and 
that he favours the reopening of the 
Hog Island shipyards near Phila- 
delphia, where allied shipping was 
bullt in the last war. 


British Envoy Sees 


Japanese Minister 


Sir Robert Craigie, the British 
Ambassador in okyo, discussed 
“general matters pertaining to rela- 


tions between Great Britain and 
Japan” when he saw Mr. Chuichi 
Ohashi, Vice-Minister of Foreign 


Affairs, on Tuesday, it was announced 
in Tokyo to-day, says Reuter. 

Sir Robert also explained the situa- 
tion in the Eastern Mediterranean, it 
was added 


Thought He Could 
Bribe the Greeks 


positions. 
Mussolini 


Reuter message from New 


German Fascists 


“We have bribed the Greeks in key 
They will not resist,” 
is stated to have told 
Marshal Badoglio, according to the 
former Rome correspondent of the 
Christian Science pig ty oer ina 


Marshal Badoglio was opposed to the 
entire war, but was betrayed by pro- 


. Mutiny in Italian 
Fleet” 


Reports reaching. Stockholm suggest 
that there has been a mutiny in the 
Italian fleet because of the presence of 


the Independent 


French Agency, 
quoted by Reuter. 


ADVERTISER'S ANNOUNCEMENT 


ab 

VIDE OFFICIAL TESTS. 
incendiaries out in 50 secoas with 
an ordinary stirrup-pump | 
Kwench dissolved in water fuses with 

the actual oeenees Be — ~ 
uts it out in a fraction time 
t any other 


ape bv water sand or 
Get a 6/- tin (enou for 
three bombs) of Fleetwood Kwench 


to-day and keep your buckets filled 
th this t safeguard. 
os vine not oo ge eg stain 


indannteety. 


furniture 


po fon ~ Paint). 
3/9. 6/- 10/6 ? 


Nazi sailors, says a correspondent of~ 


L es! 


FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 1942 


REITH 
CALLS TO 
LONDON 


“Draw Up Plans 


For Future ’”’ 


ord Reith, Minister of 
Works and Build- 
ings, has called on the 

London County Council 

and the City Corpora- 

tion to draw up their 
plans for redevelopment. 
ment. 

Their plans must be capable of 
any necessary adjustment as the 
war proceeds and with which any 
development after the war can be 
made to conform. 

The L.C.C. Civil Defence and 
General Purposes Committee wel- 
come the proposal end state that in 
preparing the plan the council will 
co-operate with the City Corporation. 

They will have advice from the 

Ministry of Transport about the 

future lines of trunk roads beyond 

the London boundary which will 


indicate what road connections will 

be desirable. 

It is proposed that Professor Patrick 
Abercrombie, Professor of Town Plan- 
ning at London University, should be 
appointed as consultant. 


serving in the warship. 
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| ADMIRAL MEETS SAILOR SON 


During the inspection of a destroyer by the Commander-in- 
Chief Plymouth, Admiral Sir Martin Dunbar-Nasmith. he met 
his son, Sub-lieutenant D. A. Dunbar-Nasmith (right), who is 


TOBACCO 


7 H ush-hush” experiments in 
ettes and tobacco are bei 


Trade. 


— Air Girls On Parade : 


Altered Drink Hours’ 


Licensed houses in the Romford area 
will remain open until 10.30 ‘p.m. 
instead of 10 p.m. during the summer 
months, beginning on Monday. 


A Genuine 


GOR-RAY 
tl 


made up in’ 


YOUR OWN 
MATERIAL 


Yr & ou can now have a “Gor-ray ” 
KONERAY pleated skirt made to 
measure in amy suitable material you 
© bought yourself! Just take 1% yards 
fin. cloth (if over 42in. hips please 
rd for every extra 2in.) to your 
“GO AT SKIRT AGENT 
within a reasonable time you will 
B, to: 5 ones individual requirements, a 
AY in the fashionable 
: "Remember, the characteristic 
-knife-edged pleats all round. 
: off into the slim fitting hip line, 


s ve 
; 
ce 


- 


AY Pleated” Skirts. 
JNER, ea irts. 
2 ae GN. 
MAKING: ONLY. 
Issued by: 


> < ee i " 4 
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Drilling on their Worthing parade 
ground are Junior “ Waafs,” a local 
organisation for girls of 14 to 173. | 


Says She Suatched | 


Revolver from 
in “Hold-Up” 
Man in “Hold- p 
WV hen Harry Chaffe, aged 20, | 
labourer, was at  South- | 
western Police Court’ to-day 
accused of attempted robbery, | 
Mrs. Hettie Turtle, of Strathblaine- 
road, Battersea, said Chaffe, a 
lodger at the house, entered her 
room shortly before midnight, 


pointed a revolver at her and 
demanded her handbag. 


“‘I had no intention of giving it to 
him,” she said, “but I pretended to 
and walked towards him. 

“When I got near enough I struck 
him across the face with my bag and 
snatched the revolver from him. 

“Then my husband went for him 
and they struggled. I hit Chaffe on 
the head with a poker. Later when he 
seized a knife I knocked it from his 
hand.” 

Chaffe was sent for trial at the 
Central Criminal Court. 


where he is discussing with producers, 
there 


expected to return to London tow ards 
the end of this month. 


local 
exaggerated.” 


“There are local shortages of cer- 
tain popular brands, but even in 
‘those northern districts where a 
cigarette ‘famine’ has been reported, 


| distributed was 
ithe average for 1937. 


‘able to buy over 


‘Company, 
‘expect a repetition of last years pre-| 


PLAN IS 


TRIED IN SECRET | 


More for Evacuee Aven | 


Evening Standard Reporter 


the fairer distribution of cigar- 
ng carried out by the Board of | 


Larger allocations are, I understand, being made to certain areas | 
where the present quota is insulicient because of evacuation and | 


| troop movements. 
If these “try-outs” are success- 
ul, they will be extended. 


Meanwhile, the Tobacco Controller, 
‘Mr. A. H. Maxwell, is still in U.S.A.,| 


the possibilities of 


increasing | 
tobacco supplies to Britain 


He is 


**Not So Desperate’ 


reports of. 
shortages have been “grossly, 


According to retailers, 


“The position is not so desperate,” 
said an official of the National 
Union of Retail Tobacconists. | 


some brands have been available.” 
At the Board of Trade I was toid 

that the quantity of cigarettes now 

slightly higher than 


Hoarding Suggested | 


“People are smoking more,” said 
an official. “Some may be 
hoarding.” 


One of the chiefs of a big retail firm| 
‘with branches all over the country 
said : 

“Provincial areas generally are no 
‘worse off than London. Londoners, 
however, have the advantage of being 
a wider area.” 

An official of the Imperial Tobacco | 
asked if the public is to) 


‘Budget shortage of cigarettes and| 
tobacco, told me: 

“Tf there is such a shortage, it will | 
be the public's own fault for over-| 
| buying. We are rationed on our usual| 
90 per cent. basis, and there is no! 
hold up of supplies on our part.” | 


Magistrate Criticises 
Magistrates 


Protests concerning the manner 
in which magistrates at Willesden 
deal with infringements of the 
Food Control Act were made by 
Alderman H. W. Prothero, the 
chairman, at a meeting of Willes- 
den Food Control Committee. He 
is also a member of the Willesden 
bench. 

Remarking that there were cases in 
which only nominal fines were _in- 


For Romano's 


flicted, he added that 


Receiver Appointed | 


careful con- 
sideration was given to every case by 
the Enforcement Committee before 
proceedings were taken, and_ such 
decisions by the magistrates were 
making a joke of their work. 


A receiver of the assets of Romano’s, 


Ltd., owners of the famous Strand 
restaurant, was appointed by Mr. 
Justice Bennett in the Chancery 


Division to-day on an application by 
Lord Nuffield. 

Mr. R. F. Roxburgh, K.C., for Lord 
Nuffield, said he was not asking for a 
manager as the restaurant was closed 
>jlast January with his concurrence. 

The jeopardy on which the applica- 
tion was based was the presentation 
by the National Provincial Bank, Ltd.., 
of a petition for the winding up of the 
company which was due to be heard 
next Monday. 

Lord Nuffield’s security was of a 
composite character. He held a mort- 
gage, a collateral debenture and a 
further mortgage. 

All the property and assets of the 
company, including the freehold 
restaurant known as Romano’s and 
premises in Maiden-lane, were com- 
prised in his security. 
included large stocks of valuable wines 


. and were substantial. 
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The assets} 


The Probation Act was 
intended for such matters. | 
The committee decided to authorise) 
the food control officer to appeal against, | 
any future unsatisfactory decisions. | 


Week-Ends Off 


For Councillors 


Local councils in North London 
which have been meeting on Saturday 
afternoons and Sundays during the 
winter are to meet during the week 
now that the evenings are lighter. 


never 


Prof. Cammaerts’s Son 


Sergeant-observer Pieter Cammaerts, 
younger son of Professor Emile and 
Mrs. Cammaerts, of Radlett. Herts, 
nas died on active service. 

Professor Cammaerts is the Belgian 
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| Scientist Was ‘Told 
| About Careless Talk’ 


M* Richard Thomas Beatty, 58-year-old doctor of science, 
who was found dead on a glass roof at the Mount Royal 
Hotel, Marble Arch, W., had been interviewed the previous day 


by Detective-sergeant Black, of the Special Branch of Scotland 
Yard. 
Mr. Beatty had | 


oe time in a responsi ~Aeseea 'e ‘Ban rl ed W omen 
a Government department 
: Form Squad of 


—~. 


At the inquest to-day, when a 
‘dict was recorded that he took hi life 


| while the balance of his mi ind was 
idisturbed, the officer said he took a Ww () | 
\statement from Mr. Beatty, who wa onen i tf 
‘rather upset and disturbed. 

The sergeant was satisfied there } Mien of Rangemoor-road fire 


patrol, Tottenham, decided 
recently to dispense with the ser- 
vices of the women members. 


es no suspicious circumstances. 


It was stated that Mr. Beatty’s un 
clothed body was found on the roof of 


the well of the building 60ft. below snag pre eer Pee ma, to-day: 
om Open. Wineow in Ris room. Be hadiasni.7 1. 4... CSCC 
lwounds in the neck. arms and thi ghs.| “«Tpe nde Re lage seit onan! They 
|A penknife was found. object to being ‘mollycoddled.’ and so 
r . we nave tormed a first-aid 
Had Worried women only We ha | show » age 
His son, Richard Allen Beatty. a) W%@! we can do.” 
second lieutenant in the Roval Artil- 
lery, said his father had been worried Di d | N 
After the inquest the son said: “I erga ce otice 
understand that at the interview é ae 
the detective-sergeant gave my 4; sah “e ¢ Inquest at Enfield to-day on 
father advice against careless talk. ¢. as Sa Corer ee cS, Beer Be, 
There was no question of unpatriotic Wy, tc . ohgiabon id _ ol Garland-road, 
matives Wal 3 org was knocked down and 
Killed by a ignt engine whoiie crossing 
“Recently he had a narrow escape 'the line at Enfield Lock station. it was 
‘when his house was bombed. and since stated that he had di regarded the 
then he had worried Macesisaeiy notice which prohibited ‘pa engers 
Over trifles.”’ crossing the line except bv footbridge. 
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April is a memorable month in R.A.F. history. In that month, 23 
years ago, in the darkest days of the last war, the R.A.F. came into being. 
Now, on its 23rd birthday, the R.A.F. calls on the young men of Britain 
to play their part in the greatest struggle of all time — to man the ’planes 
now pouring in their thousands from the great factories of Britain, the 
Empire & the U.S.A. Pilots, observers and wireless-operator air-gunners 
are wanted for these *planes today. Men who are 17} and not yet 33, 
play your part by filling up and posting the “ Birthday Greetings ” coupon 
above; or else go to the R.A.F. Section of your nearest Combined 
Recruiting Centre (address from any Employment Exchange) and say 


you want to VOLUNTEER FOR FLYING DUTIES. 


poet and author. He has lived in 
pomend for more than 30 years. 
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THE OPENING 
fi, rqg\ 
SHOT 

Be NGRAL is... he... Nan 

hands. Certainly the 
news will come asa shock to 
the general public. That does 
not mean our forces in Libya 
have been surprised or out- 
manceuvred. Let us rather 
seek to estimate what this 
event forbodes for’ the 
future. It is no small event. 


A Our own capture of Benghazi 
completed the conquest of eastern 


Libya. Its seizure was important 
because of the savage blows 
which were inflicted upon the 
Italian armies in the precincts 
rather than. because of the 
facilities offered by Benghazi 
itself. General Wavell then had 


to decide whether to continue the 
attack on to Tripoli or whether 
to use forces from his conquering 
Libyan army for the other cam- 
paigns which confronted him. He 
chose the second course. Mean- 
while, the Germans started land- 
ing troops in Tripoli. They were 
not even disguised as. tourists. 
Certainly they have made their 
dispositions quickly; yet not 
quickly enough to catch our 
Forces at Benghazi. We _ with- 
drew and may have to withdraw 
still further. Otherwise, the 
Germans may attempt an over- 
land, encircling drive against us 
such as we successfully achieved 
against the Italians. Our task 
now will be to hold our strength 
together, not necessarily to hold 
desert ports and sand. We do not 
wish to make the same mistake 
as the Italians of losing both. 


A No one in this country will 
dare criticise the man who made 
the first withdrawal from Sidi 
Barrani for making’ another 
strategic retreat. The base of all 
our African victories, indeed of 
much of the whole change of 
fortune in the war. was laid at 
Sidi Barrani. The critics of that 
retreat, likewise the critics of the 
retreat from British Somaliland. 
nave since’ been utterly con- 
founded. There will be few 
critics to-day who will court such 
later exposure. At the same time 
we should realise that the results 
of this new development may be 
mementous. 


4 Germany is in Africa. She must 
Nave massed considerable forces 
there. It seems tnat the passage 
of men and material from Italy to 
Tripoli was an easier business. 
more difficult for our Navy and 
Air Force to impede, than the 
public here had generally realised. 
If this can be done to build a force 
‘o strike against us. it can also be 
done to build a force to overawe 
the French in Tunis. North 
Africa, trom the Atlantic ports, 
where German agents are already 
ousy, to the frontiers of Egypt. 
may become a major scene of the 
war. 


4& The Germans no doubt would 
iike to carry the war beyond the 
frontiers of Egypt. In fact, here 
is the old grand design of a giant 
pincer movement reborn § and 
reshaped. One German army 
masses on the frontiers of Jugo- 
slavia. It may march at any 
moment now that such slight 
obstacles as a Hungarian Prime 
Minister have been resnoved. The 
mal is Salonika, the Greeks and 
perhaps beckoning Suez beyond 
“be second German army in 
Libya must at least provide a 
diversion from this major cam- 
paign, preventing us from giving 
full attention to the Balkan battle. 
Perhaps it intends to do more. 
Perhaps it, too. looks towards 
Suez, as Marshal Graziani once 
did. Benghazi is the opening shot 
in Hitler's projected campaign to 
wrest from us on land the 
Mediterranean Sea. 
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and experimental community estate | 


M. Maisky is Pleased 


MAISKY, Soviet Ambassador, 
*has found a new, a personal 
a non-diplomatic interest in 


N 


and 


| British politics. 


| attender 


| enjoying 


He been a regular 
at Commons debates on 
international affairs. On these 
occasions his face is a mask. Yester- 
day he listened to the debate on 
British food production. His whole 
attitude changed. He was obviously 
himself and not minding 
if people Knew it. 

Why was the Russian Ambassador 


has always 


| so Keenly interested by the story of 


| Britain’s 


cultivated acres? The 


| answer is because Mr. Lloyd George 


Was speaking. 


‘* Big Kick ”’ 

The Ambassador was at the House 
to meet some other diplomats. He 
heard that Mr. Lloyd George was 
going to speak He is an admirer of 
the former Prime Minister, and so, 
instead of returning to his Embassy, 


| he went to the Diplomats’ Gallery. 


| ture. 


He heard a first-rate speech, and 
he would certainly agree with the 
M.P. who summed it up to me by 
saying, “There is a big kick in the 
old warhorse yet.” 

Mr. Lloyd George's reappearance 
drew about 150 M.P.s to the debate, 
even though it was only on agricul- 
It takes a_e really vital 


| measure like the opening (or closing) 


——E 


of theatres on Sunday to collect close 
on 400 M.P.s. 


Marshal Magnay 


AY TOM MAGNAY, the Liberal- 
. National member for Gates- 
head, may properly claim the credit 
for stopping the Government plan to 
open the theatres on Sunday. 

For Mr, Magnay not only moved 
the rejection of the Order in an 
eloquent speech. He marshalled the 


_ Opposition, devised the attack and 


| directed his 


host of. 144 into the 


| lobby. 


In the course of his speech Mr. 
Magnay remarked that the demand 


| for Sunday opening of theatres was 


'no new thing. It had been 


‘inspired 


| long before the war by the financiers 


_of the theatrical world.” 


He con- 
sidered that this sapping and mining 


| the morals of the British people was 
| Fifth Column work. 


' comprehensive indictment. 


| Dr. 


Light May Come 


The theatre financiers were not 
the only villains to suffer the lash 
of the hon. Crusader. Messrs. 


Bevin and Morrison (who supported 
the Order) were trying to coerce the 
House, the newspapers were corrupt, 
while London itself was leading 
the spiritual decline of the whole 
nation. 

This formidable and 
But let 
none of those thus charged despair. 
For light may come to them as it 
came to Mr. Magnay. 


makes a 


Four Months Ago 


On November 20, 1940, the follow- 
ing letter was circulated in the 
House of Commons. It was headed, 
“For the troops and workers.” 

Following a deputation from the 

Entertainment Industry to the Home 

Secretary we are endeavouring to 

ascertain from our colleagues in the 

House of Commons whether during 

the war, and for the war only, they 

would be prepared to approve the 
treatment of living entertainment on 
the same lines as the cinema, the 

B.B.C and other forms of entertain- 

ment on Sundays, and to permit the 

opening of theatres on that day sub- 


ject to local approval and suitable 
safeguard. 
The proposal is put forward 


especially in the interests of the Fight- 
ing Services and of A.R.P. workers 
and others, and on behalf of artists, 
musicians, and all those connected 
with the theatre, who in present con- 
ditions find no means of earning a 
livelihood 

It was signed by 14 members. 

They included Mr. Magnay. 


Bomb Expert 


HIRTY-FIVE-YEAR-OLD _ Lord 
Suffolk who has been in turn 
Guards officer, mercantile marine 
apprentice, and farm hand in Aus- 
tralia, is now one of London’s bomb 
experts. 

He is employed in the explosives 
department of the Ministry af 
Supply. Up to the time of the 
French collapse he was _ liaison 
officer for the Ministry’s scientific 
department in France. 

He graduated B.Sc. three years 
ago, but his friends say he looks 
more the artist than the scientist. 
He has a taste for Bohemian clothes. 


Anticipation 
\ RS. EDGAR DUGDALE, niece 
and biographer of the late 
Lord Balfour, who was converted by 
frizmann to the advocacy of 


THE MAKING OF A FREEMAN 
The Mayor of Southwark and Dr. J. B. Conant. 


Zionist settlement in Palestine, told 
a London lecture audience what 
she described as a perfectly true 
story of Jews and Arabs in the 
country. 

A Jewish settlement and a near- 
by Arab village had lived on 
peculiarly cordial terms. One day 
Arab notables came to the settle- 
ment and said they had a matter of 
great importance to discuss. 

They had learnt from the Italian 
broadcasts in Arabic that the 
British Forces would soon be chased 
out of the Middle East and that 
Mussolini would give the Arabs all 
the land belonging to the Jews. 

There was, however, a certain 
difficulty. They did not know how 
to manage a tractor on the Jewish 
settlement, and so would the Jews 
be so Kind as to give them some 
instruction before they were actually 
driven out ? 


Student of the West 


[)®: QUO TAI-CHI, Chinese 
| Ambassador in London, is to 
join General Chiang Kai-Shek, and 
will become Foreign Minister. 

It is an excellent choice. Dr. Quo 
Tai-Chi is a fine demccrat and knows 
the Western world and its culture. 

He was at Pennsylvania University 
when the Manchu dynasty fell 30 
years ago, and he gave up a scholar- 
ship and hurried back to China to 
become Sun Yat Sen’s collaborator. 


Quoting Confucius 


One of the things we have to 
thank him fc: in London was his 
work for the Chinese Exhibition in 
Burlington House, for which he. per- 
sonally secured many treasures 

Audiences whom he has addressed 
in this country have found him a 
delightful speaker In private dis- 
cussion he often quotes Confucius— 
with a twinkle in his eye since the 
‘Confucius says” joke. 

Here he has led a mixed existence 
during the past eight of nine years, 
soaking himself in English literature 
but preserving at the Embassy his 
own ways of life, surrounded by 
exquisite Chinese paintings and 
pottery and eating food cooked by a 
Chinese master chef. 


Freedom 


R. JAMES BRYANT CONANT, 
president of Harvard, crossed 
the river and went up the Walworth- 


road yesterday to receive the 
freedom of Southwark. 
This old borough, shabby in all 


but spirit, arranged a warm, homely 
ceremony for the American scholar. 

The town hall was decorated with 
the Union Jack and the Stars and 
Stripes and the town hall Home 
Guard were there’ with fixed 
bayonets to form a guard of honour. 

But Dr. Conant did not announce 
who he was when he arrived and the 
Guard were. at ease as he passed 
between their ranks. 


White Ducks 


By the inner door stood two men 
clad in spotless white ducks and 
tennis shoes. They were. bath 
attendants introduced into the 
picture for no reason at all except 
their decorative value. 

The scene in the council chamber 


was one which belongs to any 
English borough cn a_ formal 
occasion 

The mayor, Councillor Gates, 


slim, dark, young and good-looking, 
sat in his’ high-backed chair. 
His gold chain of office gleamed in 
the yellow light of the lamps. The 
mace before him gleamed too. On 
the mayor's right was the town clerk 
in robes and wig; before him was 
the Provost of Southwark, also 
robed ; and on his left was the guest 
of honour, Dr. Conant, so young in 


at Dartington Hall, Devon, is the 
health and well-being of 20 bombed- 
out babies from Plymouth. 

With two nursery school helpers, 
they have been installed in a 
fourteenth-century building which is 
part of the exauisite forecourt at 
Dartington 

The section of the Dartington com- 
munity which was devoted to art— 
as represented by music, drama, 
ballet and painting—has_ suffered 
from the loss, due to war causes, of 
many of the leading spirits.” But 
Dartington still has its own string 
quartet and choir of singers, and 
in the premises once occupied by the 
Joos Ballet live a repertory com- 
pany. 


Badge in Rubies 


Mrs. Elmhirst. who was formerly 
Mrs. Willard Straight, American | 
mother of Flight-lieutenant Whitney t D 

Straight, the voung millionaire ex- Us 
racing motorist and R.A-F fighter wh 
pilot, tells me that other depart- pan 

ments on the estate are doing very 4 
well. | nev 
appearance that he looked more like The sawmills are engaged on me 
a research student than the head 0f Government work. The textile mill } ™ 
a great university. is working to full capacity on orders told 
oP ee for tweeds and woven materials for | ae 
Cargo of Books export the cider factory ‘is pro- eee ti 
The Provost prayed and the ducing quantities of the pure apple _— 
Mayor read an address full of good juice which Devonian teashops and ahs 
sense and fine phrases in the Soft. drink cars’ are ordering to "aed 
honest aetent of Southwark. replace imported fruit juices. me.’ 
He and subsequent speakers told On the lapel of her simple ceuntry — 
how John Harvard left Southwark suits Mrs Elmhirst wears always a , NE 
three centuries ago for the wider large winged sword brooch made of occt 
freedom of New England, and took Tubies: It is the insignia of the pehi 
with him his “cargo” of books famous 601 (County of London) ‘jy sg, 
which became the foundation of Fighter Squadron, of which her son was 
Harvard College. is a member mer 
Dr. Conant, in reply, made a fine Mansien School he 
dix eas ie tracitions.. Of Pie tenants of Buscot Park, Lord Vv 
Then sua he ni ae age Faringdon’s fine Berkshire house, _fror 
y hich Of Whom I wrote the other day, are last 
speech. a few kindly words ride the Ancaster House School from Shit 
were far more. effective than his Bexhill ask 
elaborate address, and invited the Among the amenities the girls can a 
councillors, their wives and the enjoy are a swim-pool, squash and om 
townsfolk who were his guests to tennis court, and boating lakes. Vv 
partake of what a lady described aS [Indoors they can look at some of the iste 
“a very nice stand-up tea.” pictures which Lord Faringdon has and 
. . left on the walls. befc 
Babies at Dartington The cost of upkeep of the beautiful? and 
A NEW interest in the busy life of | grounds, added to the rates, is such . I 
“™ Mrs. L. K. Elmhirst, joint- that Lord Faringdon has little, if be | 
founder witn her husband of the anything, left over from the rent the hea 
14-year-old sociological, agricultural school pays. ‘peri 
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Why ? 


later than 1948. 


What is the price of issue ? 


£100 or any higher multiple of £50. 


How do I invest ? 


What Trustees are 
looking for 


How can I best safeguard the interests of the 


By safeguarding the interests of the Nation. Obvi- 
ously the security of all individual capital is bound 
up in the safety of the Nation’s finances. 


Then how should I invest the trustee funds ? 
In 2}°% National War Bonds. 


Because it is a full Trustee Security yielding a 
fair rate of interest, and is redeemable at par not 


By application to any bank or stockbroker, who will 
provide Prospectus and Application forms. 
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There is also for this Security a Post Office Issue and a Trustee 
Savings Bank Issue. Maximum subscription £1000. Full details from 
any Savings Bank, Post Office or Trustee Savings Bank respectively. 
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“he would be damned if he would give 


Chigi on a day when he would make 
(#2 speech to the Black Shirts. 
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write 


ing for me to have a photographer 


from Paris passed Civita Vecchia, the 
i last stop before Rome, 
» Shirts entered the compartment and 
-asked me if my name was Signor van 


. z and yet so powerfully 
|! @ffective against infection as 


Bullfroe 


By PIERRE 
VAN PAASSEN 


N the preface to his biography 
by Margherita Sarfatti, the 
Duce says that he detests those 
who make him the subject of their 
panegyrics. [I must say that I 
never met anyone so eager to help 
me compose one. 
Mussolini mellowed the moment I 
told him that my instructions were to 
a series of human-interest 
articles about him, his family back- 
,Bround, and his hobbies. 
Two minutes after he had bellowed 


any more interviews he was arrang- 
occupy a balcony opposite the Palazzo 


That 
was a rare privilege, for all the apart- 
ments in the neighbourhood had been 
evacuated as a precaution against 
would-be assassins. 


When the train on which I travelled 
two Black 


Paassen. When I replied 
affirmative they bowed, and 
down in the corridor outside. 


When we pulled into the station it 
was they who picked up my luggage 
and carried it to a limousine standing 
before the exit. The chauffeur bowed 
and I bowed. 


I must confess that I expected to 
be driven straight off to the Fascist 
headquarters for a little question 
period at least, but found myself, a 
few minutes later, being ushered into 
the bridal suite of the Albergo Am- 
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- GLYCO- 
THYMOLINE 


s nothing you can do so 


ar, night and morning, garg- 

- Hipg with Glyco-Thymoline. 

€ : co-Thymoline is.‘a. prescrip- 

jt the a by a famous nose and throat 

In epidemics it will 
a mucous _ #pembrane 7 

thy and- trohg to resist infec- 

dearer than similar 

compounds, it is the 

ipest in the long run. So pay | 
j pence more and save a j 
r’s bill. 
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jing.” He brightened up at once. “ When 


te Sa: ‘Over there you have the 
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TION G7APH 


Peder cette 


KNITTING FOR THE TROOPS 


basciatore, one of the smartest hotels| 
in Rome 


“We have been expecting you, 
Signor,” said the smiling manager, 
who showed me to my room. “On this 
table you will find all. the books pub- 
lished on the subject of Fascism, 
including the speeches of the Chief of 
our Government, in both the French 
and the English languages. Here is 
a pass made out in your name for 
every theatre in the city. You will 
notice that you are free to take as 
many friends on this laissez-passer as 
you desire. You are the guest of the 
Italian government, Signor. May I 
send you up some refreshments? A 
little fruit, perhaps? Some wine? 


We have some dry 


>»? 


tion of its cellars. 
Gragnono, épatant, allow me 


I allowed him. For two weeks, from 
Rome to Palermo and from Messina to 
Gorizia, I allowed everything. But I 
could not see the Duce. After ten 
days I had begun to despair and was 
ready to give up when, upon return- 
ing to the hotel one evening, I found 
a letter from the Press division of the 
Foreign Office, saying I had an 
audience with Mussolini. on_ the 
following morning at the Palazzo Chigl. 


¢ ¢ 


PPYHE Chamberlain left me standing in 
the door of the Premier’s cabinet, 
and when the man at the desk by the 
window at the other end of the room, 
which seemed a quarter of a mile 
distant, gave no sign for me to 
approach, I began the long walk over 
the polished floor without being sum- 
moned. I stopped before the desk. 


Mussolini was scowling. I had no 
time to say good morning. Without 
looking up, he flew into a rage, and, 
pointing to a file of clippings: “This 
really is the limit!” He bent over the 
clippings. “It’s a lie,” he shouted, “a 
contemptible lie. Do you hear me? 
Benedetto Croce’s library was not 
destroyed by the Black Shirts. Signora 
Matteotti is not in gaol. More lies! 
Lies, lies, nothing but lies! Your 
whole paper is full of lies!” 

He had risen and stormed up and 
down the room, gesticulating, pounding 
the table. I noticed that he had short, 
stocky, peasant legs. 

“But I have just come to Rome 
Excellency,” I said, when he sat down 
at last to catch his breath. “I have 
never written a word of what I ®ave 
not seen with my own eyes or verified.”’ 
“Perhaps not yet, no, but what will 
you write when you are back in 
Paris? No, I am damned! I will not 
give you an interview. This is the 
end. The interview is dead, the bad 
journalist has killed it! Where do 
you go from here?” 

“To Palestine, Signor Mussolini ! ” 
“To Palestine? Ah, that is interest- 


you go there you must call on my 
friend Ben Avi, the journalist! Do 
you know what he said to me, this 
paar Ben Avi, sitting there right in 
where you are sitting now? 


This house prides itself on the reputa-|" 


‘ithat Mussolini was the only man he 


want to tear it down,’ he told me. 
| tear it down and rebuild it in Jerus: 
ilem, but then change the inscription 
to Judea Liberata!’ What do you) 
think of that?” 
‘Fine idea,” I said. 
you reply, 
“i Said: 


“But what did| 
Signor Mussolini? ” 


‘Signor Ben Avi, you tell’ 


ie Ha, ha, ha, how was 
Wasn’t that a good one? 
come and get it. 
that!” 

The Duce burst into a fit of laughter. 
But the ice was broken. 


A minute later he was telling me 
that his hobby was playing the violin. 
Yes, music gives me mental quiet, you 
see. ...I need music as a flower needs 
water. When I am tired I play.” 


“Your Excellency is like Frederick 
the Great in that,’ I said. “Is there a| 
photograph in existence of Your 
Excellency in the act of playing? ”’ 


“I do not think SO, but we will dead 
one made right now.” He rang a bell. 
He ordered his Addle and a photo-| 
erapher to be brought in, and posed. 


“ ¥es, and my other hobby is read-'| 
ing,” he said. “I promise myself to 
read one canto of Dante every night,’ 
but I have never yet—never, do you! 
hear? —been able to stop with one | 


canto.” 
& * et 
A FEW days later I received a siete 
«™ graph of the Duce in the act of| 
playing the violin, with his eyes 
closed. Not a single postal box in| 
Rome was large enough to contain the | 
picture. 

The Duce had also given me a ae 
of introduction to his brother, the| 
publisher of the family newspaper in| 
Milano. Arnaldo was a dutiful brother 
and knew what was expected of him;| 
he gave me all the details of Benito’s| 
youth and career on a trip we took 
together to see the _ hydro-electric 
installation in the Apennines. I did 
not lack material. 

The legend-building around Musso- 
lini was in full swing even then. 
Arnaldo had casually referred me to 
Benito’s dentist. This gentleman, who 
had a telephone call from the palace, 
understood what was wanted and 
promptly imparted the information 


that 


had ever treated who did not wince 
when the drill whirled into his molars. 
He even disdained the use of a local 
anesthetic when a tooth had to come 
out. 

Time does wonders, indeed. For 
instance, that wound which was said 
to have been caused by a bullet pass- 
ing right through Mussolini’s nose— 
it had been but recently fired by a 
demented Irish woman. When I sat 
looking into the great man’s face, not 
the slightest trace of a scar remained. 
I have heard the Duce hold forth 
several times in a less naive strain 
than on that first occasion, but it was 
always on the same theme; the might, 
the grandeur, the destiny and the 
military prowess of Italy. 


Arch of Titus, with its inscription 
Judea Capta, the symbol of the 
destruction of the Hebrew state. I 


pencilled the words from the typescript 


If he said anything of a more 
intimate nature, he always blue- 


which was to be submitted to him 


From “ Days of Our Years” (Heinemann, 


jing in an interview for his approval 


before publication. To neglect hand- 


12s. 6d.). 


the Jews of Jerusalem to try and “4 
) 
Let them: 
Let the Jews try 


was followed by complete — ion. 


(Copyright in All Cor 


You deserve a 
Whitbread 


part of your job to keep smiling, so help yourself 


It’s 
‘to a glass of Whitbread’s superb Pale Ale! Here’s a sparkle to 
cheer you, a colour as warm as a welcome to greet you, the 
bite of Beltring hops to rouse you, the malt of Norfolk barley to 


brace you! Here’s beer as bright and right as beer can ever ‘be. 


Here’s to you! ... Have it delivered at home. 


WHITBREAD’S 
SUPERB PALE ALE 


‘BREWED AND BOTTLED BY WHITBREAD AND CO. LTD. EST. 


APLES 
ALVAGE 
SALE 


To-day and Daily 


BARGAINS IN 
ALL DEPARTMENTS 


FURNITURE . CARPETS . FABRICS . ETC 
MAPLE & CO. LTD., TOTTENHAM COURT RD., W.1 
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Roof-spotters of the 
Corps Femina—the 
Free French A.T.S 
—on duty at their 
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UF EFRIGIENT ORGANIZATION 


Some Recent Developments of Cable and Wireless in 
rifle range, using old railway 


PIKE COMMUNICATIONS 


© EMPIRE FLAT BATE INTRODUCED a ee ae ae 
1958 Reducing a variety of rates (from as high as 9s. 8d. a word) to | : | ‘ | : a - - 


1s. 3d. a word (full rate) between any points in the Empire, 
with corresponding reductions in the cheaper classes. 


A Home Guard unit at Streat- 
ham, S.W., have built their own 


ora me PP ned. gee, ie 


Reduced from as high as 3s. 11d. a word to a flat rate of —y  *« .f he de hig .. 
2id. a word. 


9/- EMPIRE SOCIAL TELEGRAM SERVICE 


STARTED 12 words for 5/-, each additional word §d. t : 9 ’ eo 


1959 


2/6 EMPIRE TELEGRAMS TO AND | , ‘ £ y or . q 
FROM THE FORGES 6 words for 2/6, with . “peeve 


entire address free. 


FREE MESSAGES TO AND FROM Lewis gun instruction for 


Canadian sailors on board an 


GHILDREN EVACUATED OVERSEAS armed merchant cruiser. 


One telegram a month free to Government-evacuated chil- 
dren and their parents. 


© COLONIAL WIRELESS 


Since the outbreak of war practically every Colonial De- 
pendency in the Empire has been equipped with wireless 
in addition to its existing means of cable communication. 
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N.B.—All the above charges cover payments to the Inland Postal Telegraph 
Administrations at each end for their costs of handling the messages. 
§ ‘All these overseas facilities have been arranged in close collaboration with the 
British Post Office, the inland telegraph system of this country. 
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New Salvage Corps Units Working 


In Lond 


TRAINING AT FIRES 


on Now 


«vening Standard Reporter 
ome units of the new London Salvage Corps are 
now operating in districts of London. They have 
already attended a number of fires, and have saved 
hundreds of pounds worth of property. 


The new corps, which eventually will comprise 600 men, were 
formed in January when the London County Council decided to 
train 540 additional sub-officers and auxiliary firemen to salvage 


furniture and other goods during 

The units that so far have com- 
pleted their training have not yet been 
engaged on fires caused by air attack. 

One unit were operating at the 
Bath Club fire on Monday. An 
official of the L.C.C. told me that this 
was the first chance they had of 
proving their efficiency. 

“They did valuable work, not only 
in salvaging property but in assist- 
ing the firemen to deal with the fire,” 
he said. 

“Tt will be some time before the 
whole corps are trained. Members 
will be assigned to stations throughout 
London as squads are trained and 
equipped. 

“The men are receiving instruction 
from the 60 former members of the 
peace-time Salvage Corps.” 

The personnel of the new corps, 
when not engaged on salvage work, are 
to be at the disposal of the London Fire 
Service to assist with fire-fighting 
duties. 

The units now in existence will be 
sent to fires in the London area to 
give them training for operating at 
blazes caused by air raids. 

The corps will cost £109,260 a year, 
of which the Government are paying 
£97,000. 

Many thousands of waterproof sheets 
have already been supplied to the 
existing units, and £50,000 has been| 
spent on initial equipment. 


Supervised the 


Bank Rebuilding 


The death has taken place in London 
of Mr. Francis William Troup, the 
architect, at the age of 82. 

He supervised the rebuilding of the 
Bank of England. He had been retained 
by various Government departments 


fire raids. 


Boys Are Spinning 


Army Scarves from 


Evening Standard Reporter 
@)choolboys are making scarves 

for soldiers from wool they 
gathered from the fields and 
hedgerows in the Fylde district of 
Lancashire. 


The boys scour the wool, “tease” it 
hand— 


—separate the fibres by 


“card” it, and spin it. 


Their teacher learned to spin on a 


wet day in the Highlands of Scotland. Kew Cactus G 


He obtained a Norwegian 
wheel. 


Evacuation then brought to the’ fee ES 
school two grandsons of the old). & Max 343 
Scotswoman who had taught the!) Si, 
teacher, and they helped to train 


the other boys. 
The school dyes the 
correct colour. 


or Air Force. 


Six-Sided Homes 


roof pierced with a hole for a chimney 


housing problem 


(says a 
Sydney message). 


This six-sided home, it. is explained | 
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Wool They Gathered 


spinning 


scarves the 


Eighty scarves have been sent to 
old boys who are in the Army, Navy| 


An hexagonal house, with a domed 


is a suggestion to solve Australia’s! 3 
Reuter} ; 
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could be turned out in moulded con-| 4 So Of 


shelter. 


As the family expanded, another 


as a consultant. | 


similar unit could ‘be added. 


crete by the thousand, and would serve! | 
as a combined home and bombproof 


Tailormade 


Corisande 
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DURWARD are 
now at 163, New 
Bond-street. 


Tailored suits of all 
kinds are included in 
the new spring collec- 
tion. Classic models 
copied to measure, on 
which the firm built 
up their reputation, 
and ready - to - wear 
cardigan and _ other 
suits im gay, new 
tweeds. Odd tailored 
jackets are made both 
in plain and ehecked 


materials. Ready-to- 
wear suits are kept in 
a wide range of 


American sizes. 


Wine-coloured tweed 
is used for the suit 
sketched. The easy 
swing of the skirt ts 
ensured by three fan- 
shaped pleats opening 
rather high both at the 
back and in front of 
the skirt. 
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Among the girls now working in 
Kew Gardens is Miss. D. A. 
Hutchinson, who looks after cactus 


Girls Make Navy Boats 


irl 


~~ ; 
“f,. ‘ 


t. 
‘gta 
EVENING STANDARD—PAGE 4% iT 


MORRISON 


_ SHELTERS 
ARRIVE IN 


100 PARTS 


Evening Standard Reporter 
J )istribution to the public of the 
new Morrison indoor shelters 
is being held up because they aré 
oeing delivered to local authorities 
in parts and no borough has yet 


ey Anintn + 
Ompiete unit 


More than 100 firms are engaged 
on preduction. of the parts. Fifty- 
one of them are turning out pieces 
of the framework and the tops; six 
are on Side panels. Thirty-six more 


are on other parts, and 18 are 
making the bolts and nuts. 
Delivery of some parts has started 
the priority boroughs, but, though 
¢ from __i the 
eeK ago, the 
Y ¢ y req i f 
ies 
eaver Club Hit 
| The Beaver Club is London was 
among the iC d 1 eC na 
pie ; rece} raid 
hese girls, plajing their part | The bomb fell through into the 
: ‘ cance .room. Tember were’ in the 
in the war effort, are SOOT TE is ans oil 
to build boats for the Navy. the Beaver Club is a centre for 
' Canadian Ser emen in London. 
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plants in one of the _ tropical 
| houses, 


Grandfathers in | 


Shelter Classes — 


Evening Standard Correspondent 


e first session of underground! 
education ever held in Britain! 
ends in three weeks time. One reason! 
is because shelter instructors who are: 
members of London County Council 
teaching staffs are wanted for evening 
institutes which open on April 21. 


An L.C.C. official told me: “ We 
started in early November with a 
few talks and community singing 
classes. At the peak period there 
were 600 classes with anything up 
to 15,000 regular pupils. 


“Tuition was given in 30 different 
subjects, which ranged from dancing at 
Wapping to cookery at Smithfield, 
English for Hindus at Spitalfields and 
boot repairing at Hoxton. 


“Other subjects included _ dress- 
making, keep fit and dramatic art 


‘classes, appreciation of music, voice 


lImaintain contact with shelter students 


production, elocution, woodwork, 
citizenship, drawing and painting. 

“Classes varied from 20 to 350. 
Grandfathers and grandmothers 
attended them. We are hoping to 


by enrolling them for regular courses 
at the evening institutes.” 


Punishment 


Seven girls, all below the age of 18, 
had to clean windows for 18 hours as 
a punishment for going to dances, says 
an Associated Press message from 
Glatz (Germany) 

Youngsters are forbidden to fre- 
quent public dance halls if not accom- 


nanied bv their parents or guardians.| 


Ne Sr 


CAN HELP MAKE 
ME A PLANE! 


Every man and woman of Great Britain is needed to win 
this war. Ask yourself one question—* Am | doing all I can to 
bring victory nearer ?” 


Employers in the Munitions Industries must prepare to take 
on more and more recruits—particularly women. More and 
more new recruits must be trained in the works. 

Employers engaged on work not vital to the war effort 
must make it easy for their workpeople to volunteer for the 
Munitions Army. 

And you who have never thought of doing factory work... 
now is the time to begin! Experience does not matter—you 
can be trained. Enquire at the nearest Local Office of the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service (but do not leave 
your present job until you are advised to do so). If you cannot 
possibly join the Munitions Army, at least see that you help 
those who do. Open your door and billet them when they 


come to work nearby. Respect them as the fighters they are, 


MOBILISE for 
WAR WORK ! 


ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR & NATIONAL SERVICE 
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THEATRES | 
APOLLO. Get. 2666 Daily at 2.50 & 5.6 
Return of OYAL (*HORAL QOCIETY 
TILT ERIC MASCHWITIZ REVLE R C ~ 


QUEEN'S HALL, SOLE LESSEES : CHAPPELL’'S | 


NEW FACES 


COLISEUM, Harrow.——(Har 33 pay 2.30.,GOOD FRIDAY, 11th APRIL, at 9 30.| 
PRIVATE LIVES. Evgs. 6.50. THE MIKADO \ J ESSIAH nee Sale 
COMEDY. Whi. 2578 Daily, 2.45 | 


cA ts THE NEW REVUE sy SRD 
ORCHIDS AND ONIONS lies 


mae AN 
t um? hi i, i. |] Hothouse Bi LONDON PHILHARMONIC 
Lew SLOM mi s al ‘ eat oO ‘ 


GLOBE Shaftesbury -avenue Ms 


1) . > 4 ot Be } g. A 


ORCHESTRA 


a MAt COL M (QARGENT. 


i) W Clips sl mS Pro Ol 


EAR BRUTUS, 6. S5/-, 3/6 and 2/4. Box Office :| 
-D Cast Queen's “Hal (Langham 2825) and agents, 
By M : loth May, “ DREAM OF GERONTIUS " Elgar 
“ , Wad. oo 
COLDERS GREEN, > ™M Walke The Nau hty Wife QUEEN'S HALL. iD i Sole Lessees: : Chappell's 
- ay a Sey HAROLD HOLT presents 
COLDERS GREEN.— Next week ino n re 
APPROVAL. Barry K. Barnes. Diana Chu HEECHAM wy UNDAY CSONCERTS 
W Daily at ) p.n . 
ae ha Pore ae en - under auspices of Orchestral Conc » Socy., Ltd.) 
M a Poe eee SUNDAY NEXT at 2.30 
WY PALME! LONDON, PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 


First. performance in England.) 


NEW t cicester-sd. ‘Tub rem. 3878.;Solo Violin: P[SHOMAS MATTHEWS 
TT rr : Ty 5) 5.45, 
715 2 “ - “luction Carnival Ri mé un - pevannaes Berlioz 
R THE. WAR sym pix ny Oo! £ flat Kroic a Beethoven 
WEDNESDAY “AFTE _ WAR BASIL ((‘AMERON 
Now lis ‘ast 2) 2) 
a ee Nwenere oy 7373.){1/-. 2/6. 5/6. 5/-, at Queen’s Hall. etc., and 
PALLADIUM. O sford- si "a _ (Ger Sh pte | ‘ ‘happell’s. 50 New Bond. St. Ww . 
APPLESAUCE ! A RCHW: AY (SHORAL a 
MAX MILI . 
oe eer T1% O ; &e THE MESSIAH (HANDEL 
cbaitaas ee Rogge ot ota ve “i a ee ARCHWAY CENTRAL HALL, HIG HGATE, 
hd ev GOOD yA 4 lith, at € 
PRINCE OF WALES. W hi eaet: ELSIE SUDDABY. oe 
MURIEL BRUNSKILL. 
E PARRY JONES. 
NINETEEN NAUGHTY, ON RODERICK LLOYD. 
RON ALI CON DUCTOR—HERBERT G. CRELLIN. 
Harold id H-Star Cast TICKETS: 5/-, 2/6 res.,;:1 unres. 
All seat cab] ye? ends 7.45 p.m 
RICHMOND (0085 : PICTURE THEATRES 


, “Litac TIME. (SUBURBAN) 
gy deg: ile: —~SPRING tana 3 Deanna 


THUNDER ROCK 1) U DULCY, Ann Sothern 


i ~ ‘> +] i iii . = 


ST. MARTIN’S 


Within<s  & X Last 


> ELEPHANT TROCADERO. D. “po ly SPRING 
Stare: ei “heh a med. tT N PARACE (UU). Honeymoon Deferred (A). 
BLUE GOOSE. IRIS HOFY, TLLY SLERSO & FINSBURY PARK pa TentA. D. Powe'l, CHRIST: 
STREATHAM MILE. Canaries gone MAS IN JULY (I J. ey, Torrid Zone | 
Sing. Tom W i Moshe} H ngler ‘Cite tae GAUMONT STATE. Judy Garland, 
pea ee 9 i= Y ittle Nellie Kelly (A) An Angel trom Tex: = (| 
VAUDEVILLE. Tem 4 eer f 15. Well. STEPNEY TROXY. — Anna _ Neagle, NO NO 
Sat. & Eas. Mon., ‘ _ NANETTE (U BEFORE I HANG (A). 
WATFORD PALACE. THE MELVILLE PLAYERS. STREATHAM ASTORIA. B. Rathbon A DATE 
FRENCH FOR LOVE. Dail eT WITH DESTINY (A). I. Ball, To ) Many Girls ¢ 
WATFORD TOWN HALL.— Jack Warner. lon SW Ss a thingy ODEON. CHRISTMAS IN duty 
\ Garrison Theatre. & 7.50. Book Now < Powell. CONVOY (A) . Bro 
é WATFORD CAUMONT. Anna Neagl e “NO 
WIMBLEDON 1166 THE PEEP SHOW. NANETTE (U): BEFORE I HAN 
\4 i i bid } Sr 7. { 
WYNDHAW’ S. a an 2 | eat 9 fh RESTAURANT ENTERTAINMENTS 
Mixtu i by Herbert ] BERKELEY HOTEL. Reg. 8282 ) Danei ng fr 8.50 


to AL COLLINS & ORCH. Specia 
THE ~pomertanptig CLUB hege 


| night-ev. WED. 


nt S275). opens daily 


_ DIVERSION NO. 2 


ian a 4 ng porn & Dinner. Dancing from | 
a, BR enand  Siiics FISCHER'S RESTAURANT, Bond-st.—Dancing aiter 
ind evenings (Mons, except Snelter. 
VARIETY GROSVENOR HOUSE.—Gros 6363. Sydn y Lipton’s 
FINSBURY PARK EMPIRE.-—3 & 5.50. Sats w Dance Band, with “ Celia,’’ the Radio Sta 
0. VIC OLIVER & Star Varieties HATCHETT S, motel. Reg, 0217. Dan 
from, 8.50 p. neta Swingt 
CONTINUOUS REVUE ar Met OR TACK . Mh st ‘She st s1 Ee P H. ANE 
‘ ’ rivate Air-Raid § Ite 
WINSmILt.. liee.-cir 10th Year eget det Alege nS i oe ce REETAURANT, Picee.-cir., 2 WHO. 
L42nd i rd week). Cont. daily 4222 Gipsy Music & Dneg. Open S » Barely ee: 
KEMPINSKI y TAVERN, Underg: 0 4. Swat om st. 
PICTURE THEATRES Lach. Dnr. @ Dance. Sing with George and 
(WEST END LANSDOWNE RESTAURANT: L (Ns DOWNF ROW 
ASTORIA, cei die ae. ii nog va: . a ihe me SOR deg 19 PIM CLAN TON 
; ‘Sed Seay \) ( lest OU cit rTraund. 
ver Broadway (A) m Sul A MARTINEZ REST., Swallow-st.. Picc.—Ree. 506¢ 
: \ Ve “ (aesar (A), etc Dancing in D p LP Pp \ | ‘ e s 96 
‘in ont ancing If ee 4 aul . foe. ee oOys. 
CARLTON. ARISE MY LOVE (A). Sun. Next. M-imMay FAIR RESTAURANT in air rt. helter 
MacMurray, Virginia, Technicolor (A). » Cat 
; ‘ = Dancing to JACK JACKSON & HIS aac H C4 
COLISEUM. Charing Cross.) JACK & DAPHNE BARKER, 11 p.m. May. 7797 
ur m 11 a.m. and Sunday fiom 5.50 p.m. as (Ql se 5 . Bury-st.. St. James’s. S.W.1.—} 
THE RUM (U), with SABU. Raymond Mass*: (151. Lunch. Dinner, Supper. DANCING 


to REGINALD PURSGLOVE 'S MEURICE ORC 


STORM IN A TEACUP (A | MONTPARNASSE, Pice -cir,, opp. Ldn. Pav.—Whi. 


i-8 Open for Lune heon and Dinner. 


sanuaahagee Mar t Lockwood Derek Fart NEW CLARGES RESTAURANT, Clarges-st.—-GRO. 
QUIET WEDDING (\e: Werld in Flames (A 2964. Cockti re . Junches. inners, under tne 

. ics a ee ee management of uz.o. late ot Ritz & ‘St Regis 

PTEL | Foal sche ion eh lt tl alae Con PRUNIER, 72, St. James’s-st. Ri 137 Air-raid 

j LD in J VICTORY \ CO] +} - i + 
oe. i ae lunch 8/6. Black-out Linner 10/: >, both including 

et ” sters or a la earte 
REGAL, Marble Arch. Pad. S01) RULE’ Se RESTAURANT, ype lane, W.C.2. 
DINNERS. LUNCH. AMERIC: BAR. 
SCOTT’S, Pice.-cir.—Still open sty cae ‘heons and 
DOWN ARGENTINE WAY | Dinners. Dine in Comfort in the officially approved 
air-raid shelter. axi service. er. FiLTS. 
Daily pom re oe p.m CLUBS 

RITZ, Leice ster-sq (next re E mpire). MIRANDA’S CLUB, 1, Chesterficld-st., | ‘urzon st.~ 
WEST END WEEK for mstip write Sec. American Bar. G R UO. . # 
MURRAY'S.---Lunch, Dinner, Supper. 2 band AL 

GONE WITH THE. WIND. (A) TABOR, Dancing from 8.50 p.m, 9Q. Bea kk a WI 
SWIZZLE STICK, Mayfair's Smartest ( oa 
“CWT rts precisely a 0) Dancing to Bot Rose nightly, Me mb af 
Sundays to Apply Sec., 16-17, Avery-row, New Bond-st., Wt 

eer Mb Arch Bette Davs, THE OLD MAID — suo Se aan ee — 
Olivia de Havilland. CALL If A DAY (A BEACH UNDERGROUND, 3! Ww sail yur-st., W.. 
_ <—e er. 6417. Johnny Claes, wi th BENNY LEE, | 

STUDIO ONE, Ox.-er, Ger, 5500. (D'y.. 1 to 9 p.m ROBIN RICHMOND at the Organ. Wally St art | 
MICHFE ‘SIM yN DORVILLI & Eda Pe 1. Suppo rting Show. Gues$3 only. 


CIRCONSTANCES. ATTENUANTES 4) OARneing 11 pm. to HARRY NIXON'S BAND. 
Dancing 11 "D m. to HARRY NIXON'S BAND. 

neh Dial Sub-t thes lam, Show, BEAUTY ON AT Paid Guests only | 

4 Oi ive Brook, tHE * ARE f ‘ASE A), ete COCONUT GROVE.—Regent 7675. ruests only. | 
STUDIO Two, Ox.-cir. G 0. Daly 1-G pm KDMUNDO ROS & SYD LE STON’ S BANDS. 

STILL LONDON'S PREMIFR NEWS THEATRE, LA CONGA, 6, Denman-st., W.1.—Ger. 5237. DON | 


: ; ray ltke MARINO BARRETO AND HIS CUBAN RUMBA 
WARNER. Le ic e este r-square. Ger. 3423.| ENTERTAINERS. IKE HATCH—LET’S GET 
JAMES STEVN &® ROSATINEI: RUSSELL in ORGANISED. Guests only. 
NO TIME. FOR COMEDY (A) AMUSEMENTS, SPORTS. Etc. 
with (,enevie Rug sles Cont. ]0 a.m ’ 
to B.50 YP sve ing ae 12.2: 240, 4:55, 7.1 DANCING 


HAMMERSMITH PALAIS.—3-5.45, 9% 1/6 
Harry Leader and Robin Richmond. 
GREYHOUND RACING 
% Licensed by the N.C.R.C. 
*x CLAPTON STADIUM. TO; MORROW AT 3 P.M. 
GREATER THAN 15 MIN. INTERVALS. “TOTE”’ FACILITIES. 


EVEN HACKNEY WICK eTAOIUM.— Tomorrow Afternoon 
*x NEW CROSS. To-morrow at S p.m. 
and every Saturday at 5S p.m, 
Q Bernard Shou’ *x ROMFORD STADIUM. To-morrow & every 
*xWALTHAMSTOW STADIUM,—lo-morrow at 2.50. 
| Commencing Sat.. April 12, future meetings will 
be held at 3.15 p.m, 
* WANDSWORTH.—Racing to-morrow and every 
Saturday at 2.50 p.m, 
and every Saturday at 3 p.m. 
ICE-SKATING 
PURLEY.—Upl. 1174. 


* PYGMALION.”’ : at S p.m, Adm. 1/ -. Tote. Buses 6, 50, 256. 
Saturday at S p.m. ‘Tote. Adm. 1/6 & 3/-. 
*x WHITE CITY To-morrow at 3 p.m. 
Coming MONDAY NEXT to Sktrs. 2/-. 


2.155 & 6.45-9.15. 
| Hire Bte. & Skts. Sd. 
jouer S. Bayswater.—Every aft. Tues., Thurs, & 
eves. Mes., except Mon., Wed. & Fri. 
spenrauneus Bence ody Diy 10-12.3C, 2.50-5, 
6.50-9.350, except. Mon, & Tues. morn. Adm. 2/- 


| 
gis SKATING 


ALEXANDRA PALACE.—2-4.45, 1/-. Chdn. 64. 

6.30-9.30. Ladies 1/-. Gents 1/5. Forces Sd. 
Buses to door, Fully lic. 
TEACHERS OF DANCING 


e < DE BRITT STUDIOS.—Sirictly private lessons 35/6. 
aaa a 11, Panton-st.. Haymarket. 8.Wi1. Whi 5540. 
ONE OF BANDS. GEM MOUFLET, 11. Albemarie-st., PIOCADILL 


4629. INDIVIDUAL tuition. Services rebate. 
e. Palace Htl. 
PICCADILLY CIRCUS 


GWENETHE WALSHE, Blirm., Lancaster 
8281 or 9578. Pte. lens. Tea dane. Sats. 
(OPPOSITE LONDON PAVILION) 
Phone Whi. 7561. 


TE 
MONTPARNASSE 


DANCING DAILY, 


Gate. Pad. 
PHYLLIS’S, 469. OXFORD-ST.—3 Pvte isns. 12/6. 
Tea dance Sats. Friday Dance 7.50. May. 7137. 
VICTORY, 99, Regent-st.—-Authentic tuition. 5 Isns. 
15/-. Qualified teachers. 10 a.m.-10 p.m. Reg. 5015 


ea ee ’ 
NO TIME FoR COMEDY , fhe bond : fe T ee eg & hie stra. a Be nj song ene OD 


V AT classic book, “The Specialist,” 


‘Porter numbers, including “ But in the} tw ‘0 bands. 


iWarner, 
‘gags and 


~ Show by ! 


bulldog, peke and O.E. sheepdog. idancing 


‘son is at Oundle with ambition to|Beneficiary not only lost money but 


- said she Knew nothing about it. Part 
’,of the house was sublet, Mrs. A. told 


ected by the addressees. 


ithe letter had been despatched, but 
‘Gertie insisted that she had not taken 


|said when confronted with the receipt po Recep Hip for 


LIGHTER LONDON: .. : .<e 


The Censor 
at work on 


new revues 


(SENSOR trouble with new revues. 
’ [ord Chamberlain has been slic- 
ing sketches with ruthless hand. “ He’s 
| become unbelievably puritanical, ” says 
one producer. “If it goes on we'll have 
to get together and think out what 
we can do about it.” 


« ORDA'S new film will be called 
Lady Hamilton” here. But it’s 
“That Woman Hamilton” in America. 


FFICE 


By IAN COSTER 


Madeleine Carroll and Gary Cooper 
director of Balcon’s “Ships With in ‘‘ North-West Mounted Police, 


memo from WNolbanor, 


Wings,” to naval expert  Lieut.- generally released on Monday. 
commander Reid, R.N., ret.: “Conid 

you let me know roughly the amount bed because he attends lectures every 
of damage which would be caused byjday. He’s student at Royal College of 


two direct hits by bombs ona bridge?” Music, learning harmony and com- 
Reply: “There would be no bridge.” !position. 


OOK £1000 worth of diamonds out 
of pocket as I lunched with him, 


by Chic Sale, will be potted into 
sketch for “ Black Vanities ’—if censor| Jack Leon. who runs one band at 


allows. George Black has bought|Prince of Wales and has just done 11 
stage rights. He's 


got three new Co:€/ broadcasts in three days with other 
“It's my hobby,” explains 
English rights were|Leon, meaning the diamonds and few 
held up until Francis Day cablediodd rubies he had in another pocket. 
friend Porter. He cabled back consent!Leon came here Belgian refugee at age 
and stage lyrics, told them to applyjof nine with father, diamond merchant. 
‘royalties to war effort. Dad encouraged thrift. Boy bought 
Matey rehearsals for show which first one-carat gem out of pocket 
opens Brighton, Good Friday, comes|money; has gone on buying and selling 
to Victoria Palace ten days after,|€ver since. 
going on in five rooms in Cranbourne| Jack intended to be serious fiddler 
mansions. Ches Allen there studying|but at 15 organised East London Phil- 
seriously in “spectacles. Bud Flanagan harmonic. At 17 he was earning £15 
tells of time at Blackpool he gave Jack\a week conducting cinema orchestra. 
Tommy Trinder routine of|He’s been running orchestras ever 
then took Trinder to seejsince; at one time he ran four bands 
performance. jin London at same time. Also, he’s 
Seven-minute film of extracts from) thy a cigar consumer as Max Milder— 
old silent —— will be oo 10 a day. 
Naunton Wayne. It inclu es | A IREN- > SA. 
Theda Bara, and Valentino’s record M ieaed Max koh “Skene cf 
, | Kiss. icoster comedians,” the other day 
cH USIC-HALL star Lily Morris made ‘about a le of $08 Nat tag a 
1 $< : him couple of songs ever the *phone 
at Sipeheraa a ice. “peayt ‘Thumbs Up” and “The Man With 
Randall. financial backer of show put; the Bug Cigar” (The P.M., of course). 
on by Big-Hearted and Stinker. She} Nat, who’s’ been on_ stage 950 
lives in mansion and is escorted by|years, 1s = . ‘y om —— 
master a made irs ' 
lappearance in public at eight in benefit First Floor. 


ri UP in town, celebrating captaincy) entertainment ate ee a eht DICKINS & JONES 


and birthday, Francis Lister. His|Lead” at . 
REGENT STREET, W.1. 


'(and Nora Swinburne’s) 14-year-old|develcped, sormnebody stole collection. 
Telephone: REG. 7070 


Morning, No.” 


tele- In this simple yet beautifully cut 


dinner frock of matt crepe, with 
oak leaves and acorns, embroidered 
in silver, on the collar and pockets. 
Minuette-Blue, Cloud-Rose, Black 


and Palm Tree-Green 

Hips 39, 40, 42 & 44ins. 94/6 
Chosen from our lovely 
collection in the Gown Salon, 


“After we've done| got sock on nose. Nat's first im- 


be bg ape engineer. 
With VIVIEN LEIGH and Rex Harrison. 7561. Br ightest. Spot in Town for Dancing. } d ti _he’ll b ble t tart|por tant stage engagement was at Star, 
ott . re) I ghtsbridge ncing nily 
eeierae i 2 tard. rene fh Seeee i : tor gory 's Quart et, B.. 30 to 12.50. Rex 1400, | Ixeconstruction,” says Lister. Bermondsey, at £2 a haga Song THE 
sneeae: Cont. 10; Aor ar eon NING'S, Pice.-cir.—Reg.- 4080. Lune! ** Bill From Kiondyke, which he 
EMPIRE, ' donno a piss : “ng ; Yt cn eege telly: iganest in a (gt or Brasste rie. | AFTER playing Cuban rhythms til | ‘bought for 2s. 6d.. got him engagement 
ri { in ch SEN Mi Mn, ’ ‘ she} fT. | 
“FLIGHT COMMAND PICCADILLY HOTEL.Ree. 8000. Lunch & Dine] morning at Coconut Grove band-jat London Pavilion. Nat gave Charlie 
\ PRICANE" OF THRILLS ! na to Basen Te ne ee ee ile: ader Edmundo Ros goes straight to|Austin his first chance. OF 
with Ruth Hh ussey, Walter Pidgeon (A) QUEEN’S BRASSERIE, Ie icester-sq.—Lunch “et MODERN 8, 10, 12 & 14 H.P. USED CARS 
Showing at ] 10. 12 95. 4.530 and 6.40 Dine in comfort well below ground level. Dan ‘ing | 
aymarket FRaiw \ to Java and his Orchestr: . 4 
cAUMONT Haymarket THE GHOST TRAIN, SAVOY HOTEL. == CARROLL. GIBBONS | S| er O e : -| BEST CASH PRICES 
2 j : rthur Salisbu & Orchest: (Tem AS. be + 
vOncoaps a Date 6 Tug tive From a Pr ohtne,,, Wet “"SPRCIAL Nich EVERY THURSDAY. | : PRESENTED IN| — For tow miteace mopets 
MARBLE ARCH PAVILION. "iurwan * s 
Joxn Bennett: SON OF MONTE CRISTO / A RESTAURANTS = = RT : COUPON 
1.4 410. 6.40. etc May. 511 L'APERITIF GRILL, 102, Jermyn-st.. S.W. . : 
METROPOLE. \ i 5 (sary ¢ “te NORTH. W #5 I, unc h, 1) nner, e Ni ) Mus Cc. ‘ e 5 . Make eeoeteseeseeseeseeeeee PP vivisctews 
WEST MOUNTED. POLICE \ AU JARDIN DES GOURMETS, 5. ¢ ‘\reek-st : 7 
NEW GALLERY, Regent-st MR. 2 MRS. “SMITH BOULESTIN m1 Mer al Mag sual, ome. include | Model Mileage 
| ern ay for R iches iT’ & ¢ Sout impt n ‘ Fie s E eeaeeeweeseeeees eeeveeeee 
Gdn.—Shelter Restaurant. ‘Tem, 706 EE what risks domestic servants;trate infervened with a few shrewd 
v1) 11] : 
ODEON, este se \ a 6 at CASA PEPE ee a: HS ; re oe ant. Ger. 36 pole questions that put quite another com- FIPS OCI OTRE vi vecicccicceucsasctac 
sun. fi P for & = Be Ss & S S. | 2] 
‘ RANCHOT TO? LA COQUILLE, Rest: aul rant Fr: incals, 79, St. Martin’s- | oe h : look — my hoe poe that Gertie k N 
la ne. Ovsters, fish, shellfis h ght wines. Tem. 8768 »y° } 4 r} iV rs. a Sal a er 1e new ame Seeeeseeeeeeseseeseseseeeseseseeese 
TRAIL OF THE VIGILANTES (U) Le coo D'OR RESTAURANT. Stratton-st.. W.l Gertie, YOUng, WIth SUpErIOr 10OKs : 


and manner, and tastefully dressed, she was anxious about the letter. 

was a “daily help” at Hampstead. She| ‘How long was it after you became 
was charged at Marylebone with|anxious that you first questioned the 
stealing a registered letter containing|Prisoner ?’’ he asked her. She said it 
three £1 notes. Unquestionably, she}Would be about four days. 


Address suiek bcs Gintia sébetatiedcaaaetinke 


@eseeeeeeeee eeseeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeaeees eee ee 


took it in. The receipt bore her ¥ How many letters do you receive? ” PRONG 190... PYIDGIE vsccscisccccccdedus 
signature. But she strenuously|——* Oh, I receive many-three or four ad lili 
denied stealing it. a day.” 


“How many other people are there 


The circumstances were suspicious.|. 

, ~ “ oie . 9 9 
| Mrs. A., her employer, was expect- at sp gg: th Th ST A £, 
ing the letter, and when it did not Ae em up. ere 


she questioned Gertie, who ee married couples and two 
‘‘And they also have many letters ?” 
— Qh, yes! ” 


turn up, 


ARDERN : 
T 
D 


the magistrate, and the custom was 


~|for Gertie to put Mrs. A’s letters in nail table?” those letters are put on the| MORRIS HOUSE, THE VALE, ACTON, W.3 


her mistress’s room and leave the ‘Yes. 

‘others on the hall table to be col- go by.’ 
It was dis- 

.covered, by inquiry of the sender, that 


Phone: Shepherds Bush 3130. 
AND RECIONAL DEPOTS 


The people take them as they 


Nhat was all. Mr. Snell did not 
hesitate. There was nothing more 
than suspicion against Gertie. It was | MADE 8% THE OGDEN BRANCH OF THE IMPERIAL TOBACCO 
possible she put the letter carelessly co, (OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND), LTD. R.G.165 
among the heap on the hall table, and 
* because you have to she might well have forgotten, four 
sign for it.” days later, having taken it in. Any- 
Yet Gertie had signed for it! how, with such a large post, so many 
“Obviously I must have done,” she people in the house, and such casual 
distributing the 
etters, it would obviously be unfair to 
put the theft on her. 
ppearances, so far, were black] So the charge was dismissed and 
-™ against the girl. But when Mrs.jGertie departed with her character 
A. had finished her story, the magis-|cleared. 


it in. 
“You can’t lose a registered letter,” 
she argued, 


in court. 


/ le 
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ACROSS. —1, No forward 
player. 6, It’s a trick. 7, What 
to do if you want a corner in 
fish? 8, Sad sister” (anag.). 
12, st burns to rise in ; 
16, Bslken bestia a 17, Found 
in Balham, rlin, and Benghazi. 
18, A matter of interest to the 
shareholder. 

DOWN.—1, An ugly word. Z, 
frente ieee hours in a woman’s 
life? , Wish happiness to. 4. w. 
girl -_ ‘form. 5, ~ 

Shall 


where to draw the line? 
we say there’s nothin alae 10, 
at one end of the tea table. 


RICHMOND 
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on cars a —— 11, What film actors like to 
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£5,567,000 
FOR DEBRIS 
DISPOSAL 


London’s Civil 
Defence Costs 


ondon is anticipating an 
expenditure on civil 
defence services during the 
year slightly less than that 
for education and medical 
services combined. 

The estimates show £16,947,005 for 
civil defence, which includes £50,000 
for meals services, £1,650,000 for rest 
centres and £5,567,700 for debris 
disposal. 

The amount to be voted for educa- 
tion is £9,781,610—which is £729,300 
less than in 1940-41. The decrease is 
caused by economy and changes due 
to the war. 


ee ee ee a ne ee oy ey 


ee a ee ee 


and His Bride 


Captain A. E. D. Mitchell, the East ay es hastens and 
Miss Pamela Seabrooke, of Beaconsfield, Bucks, were married 


at Chelsea Old Church. 
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Trouser-skirt | 
Fashion for 
the Daytime 


»} umpcer dresses in printed rayons 
| are late spring substitutes for 
blouse-topped woollen frocks, 
writes Corisande 
They were 
of spring 
Freebody. 
Long flanne!] 
colour of the dress 
were another idea 
worn with a grey 
vellow 
Trouser-skirts are appearing for 
the daytime, not only in woollen 
suits, but in tailored models made 
from rich tie silk. 
The collection illustrates all aspects 
of spring and early summer fashions. 
Polka-dotted jersey fabrics are 
—|newer than those with a plain surface 
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SOLDIER GETS 
VALUE OF CAR 
HE WILL LOSE 


STANDARD—PAGE 


J udee Trevor Hunter at Southend 
e County Court to-day refused to 
allow a soldier. unconditionally to sur- 
render his motorcar on which he owed 
18 under a hire-purchase agreement. 
The soldier, Bombardier Jeffery 
Hammond, R.A., said he had paid 
nearly £172 off the price of a 1938 
car, and he was quite agreeable to the 
Motor Credit Service. by whom he was 
summoned, taking the car back 


Judge Trevor Hunter: If you do 
that it appears you are willing to 
lose your £172 It could be 
arranged for the Service to sell the 
car .4nd return the balance to you 
after deducting their £18. 
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Amateur Boxing Boom, Though Fewer 


Shows, Sets Puzzle for A.B.A. 


Evening Standard Boxing Reporter 


— of an unexpectedly big entry for an open competition 
at a tournament in London to-morrow week, amateur 


boxing has a war-time problem 

Closing date of entries for a novice 
light-weight event is nearly a week 
away but 33 names have already been 
sent in. Under Amateur Boxing 
Association rules no.more than 16 can 
compete. Seventeen boxers, if not 
more, will have to be turned down. 

In the normal way 16 men would be 
drawn for the competition: the rest would 
have cards civing them priority in entry 
for any future events at the same weight. 
But no other ecompetitions have been 
arranged for this season. 

Immediately before the war competition 
bexing in London was waning; priority 
cards have not been issued for at least three 
years. Now, in war-time, there is a revival. 

Boxing authority will now have to set up 
a precedent in deciding which of the 
entrants will be allowed to box in the com- 
petition cf to-morrow week, organised by 
“N” Division Metropolitan Police. and 
included in their show at Stoke Newington 


a 


Yorkshire Cricketers 
To Play for Notts 


Three Yorkshire county cricketers, 
A. B. Sellers (captain), Leyland and 


Smailes, may play occasionally for 
Nottinghamshire during the coming 
season. 


A. J. Holmes, 
may also play. 
are in the Services. 


Walter Lindrum Will 
Take On Anybody 


SYDNEY. Friday 


the Sussex captain, 


Walter Lindrum is mes to play 
members of the public illiards 
snooker, in public or at their homes, pro- 


vided they 
funds if they lose Reuter. 


a ______________ 


COMPANY MEETINGS 


to settle. 


All of these players 


or |; 


make a donation to the war 


ERICSSON TELEPHONES, 
LTD. 


At the thirty-eighth annual 
meeting, the chairman, Colonel 
Harold A. Wernher, K.C.V.O., 
a substantially increased turnover 
company’s factory 
ticularly suitable .and ao 
be possible when the war is over. 

The net profit for the year was £129,788, 


and a final dividend of 12 per cent. and 
bonus of 5 per cent., both tax free were 
approved, making 22 per cent. tax free 


for the year. against 25 per cent 


The chairman paid tribute to the sus- 
tained and successful efforts made by the 
management and all grades of employees 
increase the output of equipment 
required by the fighting services, and also 
to the voluntary and ready help rendered 


to 


by so many in connection with A.R-P., 


fire watching and _ other necessary 
services 

A splendid response was made to the 
company’s War Savings Association 
appeal. During the year membership 
increased more than four times and 


weekly contributions between five 


six times. 


an attractive one for the smal) investor, 
but the company makes it ever nore so 
by making a small contribution towards 
the cost of each certificate bought. 


Greyhound Stadium 


RACING TO-MORROW 


3.0 p.m. 


Crayford Station 


Adjoinin 
"Bartford Loop line) 


(S. Rly. 


Admission 1/6 & 3/- (Ladies 1/- & 1/6) 


general 
Sir 
reported 
The 
is heavily engaged 
upon work for which the plant is par- 
immediate 
resumption to its normal activities will 


SPORT SHORTS 


Craig Wood Takes 
Five Strokes Lead 


(* raig Wood, British Open _§ goif 
champicpiship runner-up in 1933, 
had first round of 66 in the Masters’ 


Hogan and Willie Coggin—by 
strokes.—Reuter. 


City forward, will be 
Cup team against Queen’s Park Rangers 

Either Townsend or Hunt will be Brent- 
ford 
Brentford. 

Flight-lieut. Walley Marks, who taught! 
a professional at Dusseldorf, will 
Reginald Whitcombe against Dick Burton, | 


Open Champion, and Alf Perry in an 


Cross-Country To-morrow 
outhern Counties Cross Country Associa- 

tion are holding a team race for London 
Tyistrict Aimy units at Wimbledon 
to-morrow. Nine teams have been entered. 
and against these the Association will run 
their ow2 team. One competitor will 
C. T. Carter, who has won eleven of his 
iast twelve races. 
In the first of five games at Ottawa, fo: 


Dugby. at Wellington College, in the Public 
Schools Rackets Championship semi-final. 
Clifton have not vet played a match; 
Cheltenham and Malvern scratched to them. 

Old Haberdashers’ team against 
Rutlishians, in the return Rugby 
Merton Park to-morrow : . King; 
N. T. M. Hurrell, H. F. Hood, D. A. Blessley, 
R. J Mead: A. S. Wilshire, S. Gaywood: 
J. B. Blowfield, R. Beage, A. C. Rose, J. B 
Burrell, S. F. Steele. K. Batchelor, 
Parker, M. J. Jackson. 


Derby Dogs’ Day 


in the last Derby Final 
to-morrow for the first time since in 
race at the White City They 
Archduke, who won the Derby by a neck, 
and Duna Taxmaid, half brother and sister. 
ropolitan Police teams meet 
afternoon. 

Mercurians. an Army unit side. who have 
been playing regularly in Sunday Kugby 


a previous defeat 
Tigers, 
Sundav 


when they 
at the Old Rutlishians’ 


tournament at Augusta, Georgia, 
U.S.A., and led his nearest rivals—| 
Lawson Little, Byron Nelson, Ben. 


in Leicester City’s) 


centre-forward against Aldershot at 


exhibition match at Weymouth on April 14.' 


both | 


Old 
match at 


Bi aetna who finished first and second’ 
meet again 


CT CEUs 


five | 


Ken Burditt, former Millwall and Norwich | 


' 


Von Ribbentrop’s family to play golf when’ 
partner | 


' 
} 


be | 


i 


T. N.| 


ae 


Starting Four 


| Richmond, 
A 
q | bury. 


are Gh. Het 


G. Poland, 


in peace time Welsh 


International goalkeeper, has his 
first game for a London club 
to-morrow. He is to keep goal for 


ree in the London Cup-tie 


at Stockton to- morrow week 


[he Hospitals tournament at Rich- 
mond Athletic Ground to-morrow 
starts series of four successive 


te Fixtures: 


tosslyn Park v. Brigade of Guards, (Old Deer Park 
5.50!. ‘Wasps v. Imperial College (Sud 


2.45). Old Mid-Whitgiftians v. Old Blues (at 


Sanderstead, 35.0), Old Rutlishians v. Old Haher 
idashers (Merton Park, 5.15). bet yg nster Bank v 
(Old Tiffinians (Norbury) Midland Bank v. City « 


| London Folice 
London Fire Service and E. Division Met- Army XV. 
in a boxing | Firsts y. 

match at Caledonian-road baths to-morrow} 


(at New Beckenham). Pg a ge ‘ 
(at Hampton, 5.15). Rosslyn Pa 
Old Paulines (Oid Deer Park) 


Hospitals Seven-a-Sides (Richmond Athletic 
| Ground). Bedford v. Northampton (Bedford, ©.45) 
iGloucester v. R.A.F, XV. (at Gloucester).  . Bridg 


| 


have been able to strengthen their team in| 
recent weeks, and are hopeful of avenging 
Visit Rutlish| 

ground on} 


water A!bion v. 


Bath (at Bridgwater). 


|\Mare v. Bristol (at Wesyon, 5.15). South Wales y 
R.A.F. XV. (at Swansea). Cardiff vy. Army XV. (xt 
C yen 2.45). Old E/Ith: amians 7. ae A 

Eitham). Old Pauline s ** A” vy. Rosslyn Park Col’ 
(at Thames Ditton, 2.5C Old Rutlishians “* A" vy. | 
| Corps of Signals XV. fos Merton Park 5.15). 


FEINWO at 


Weston-super- | 


‘Tennis Girls Keeping | 
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Championship Form Race Prizes 


May Stay 


By Bruce Harris 


least of England’s leading 
girl players are keeping their lawn! 


Lord Derby Asked to Make ; 


‘TO-MORROW 


American Race Entry 


NEW EUR Frida‘ 
Lord Derby, only honorary membe: 
the American Jocke C] 4b: has eF 
invited to nominate ar “entr fo OCKE 
Club Plate at Belmont Park ¢ v] 
ver five furlongs. Phe race is fo 
year-olds Only. club members < é ¢ 


Reute! 


horses 


Rosslyn Park Choose Team 


» = P ele P + vehe ~4 ‘ : 
the East Canada senior ice-hockey cham-| Rae i ge: team to sit “deeb: 
pionship, Sydney and Montreal Royals| Rj h - N Ri 1] O ruarads, in to-morrow s ugt 
_—— = — although overtime was, icnar ot i¢ In? match at Old Deer Park, Richmond. 
played.—Reuter. | 2 will he: 

‘_Final Fi M tL | Gordon Richards will be doing riding!” ° will bo ey ee © tot 

' amson : per Lnaerson 

Semi- ina irst atc work at Beckhampton to-morrow. and pF. Coo wer. AL. Evans: H. Wylie, A. 8. Mas 

J. Potter and L. J. Waugh, last year’s! wj]] be unable to go to Ripon. He wil]/5. A.. Evans, J. R Tyler. A. Heggins, H. C. Lyddon 

e pair, will represent Clifton against, D. E Henr essey, D. K Huxley. C. L. Newton 


' 
rh Tips ». Lroucn 


Weeks of Sevens | 


i 


Saturdays of Rugby seven-a-sides on 
that ground. 


tennis form, despite little practice 
Polana of Wales Here is the summing-up of Pilot-officer if ort 
o , 
“A in Maskeil, peace-time coach ati 
1 : 
Wimbledon, who watched them in 
recent matches. J. H. Park 
( f \\ Ce Sens NJ i + , " ; . 
: a ose ss Jean Nicoll, who, 6 for wal /| there will be a few Newmarket 
f ii1G & Hee ryi< ’ ’ 7 ? 7 Tryir 
} } ©€T) Thi LT Trne!} a ney! nird 's . ” “yf Rj +, ” arrnw : 4 ' 
Wimbledon he sav: l\OTSesS a Ippon to-morrow wine A 
‘If anything she has gained ade onaliexpect most of the priz tO Sta in 
confidence 1 choosing the gqnt shot a ’ rr 
fine <r spr A ee } € , ’ 0 if the North | hag of the Newm - 
And of Mrs. Michae enzic MM Koy runner: ‘ Sybil Sherwood veldine. 
stammers), Wimbledon 119S7 ¢ stiin the Fo AGE Plate 
Nampionsnip bpetore the war : ; 
She could he at her pe rfte oO L} One ‘ fancied at AnCOLT a 
nee < oft nara n' aw Ss) e Pen ta have «« int ‘ tung ¥ a 4 oy 
j VY ii Li ; iin Nn pia 
ins ~* pee od fende ncwu ae. get si ry ‘ cran ped oi th, 4 ~ +} 4 , 
7) sty! ? fnrow Qg ry he nq ate OT the na yn” eh . “¢ rie 
the forehand ’ H: re I nis Nn ‘ 
ditic Beinn Dearg ved 
Nova 8-5 On v. B “ake ail he running ifthe Staudle 
‘ y ‘ be . rg - . h 
OVa o—) On vy. Bae ni ns | 
r 
la 
NEW YORK Frida’ Georg " L , lines y 
Ma» B f ST 1 ing to Win anotneé! mes y ¢ é Ye € _ 
fight fo! vorid leavvy-weilgnt title eets r ; ¢ y ' 
Bechet . 3 Handicap, but ni Oo poo 
Lou Nova a Madiso Square G € I nore Rose Link 
ry? hy) ¢ "h f ? | | 
Pm ELLE TT rhe ae Ove 2 ro Our Newmarket Correspondent § sel 
Nova 5 a Q) Or) f {) Té * y  } y ‘ ; . q © ( 4 ry¢ 
é | ne jp pt Lf i S i. < 
Winner: 5s expected to be e¢ ‘ A Paradise 4 
Joe Louis fo the world t ( € eile e . 
ie 
‘+ T + ; s- 
ifter J 1€ Re € fhe Judge chooses 2.1 Ling f <.4 
—7 ~ ry é } o} +¢ . : 


HACKI 


4 


AFTERNOON 


at p.m. 


Admission (linc! tax): 
Popular Enclosure 1/6. 
Grand Stand 3/-. 
(Ladies Half Price) 
Car Park 1 /-. 
Totalisator-—Win, 
Forecast Pools. 


NEY WICK 


STADIUM 


Buses 4 30. 236 


4c 
we 


Prog 


clectric 
p 


G) 


~ 


St. Mary’s, who won last vear, have 
a strong side for to-morrow. They can 
call upon T. A. Kemp, F. M. McRae, 
R. T. Campbell, J. Graham Jones and 


H. D. Cockburn. 


Last year’s runners-up were Midd 


ind the were, the only side to cross St 
Mary's line. They are well placec ¢ 
draw and can call upon the same team 
‘ast year. Guy's Nave also a strong Side 
with P. C. Gartrell and D M St f 
among the backs. 

Nineteen teams are entered § fe ne 
Metropolitan Police inter-divisional Seven 
t Colindale. Club matches include 
tossivn Park v. Brigade of Guards at the 
Old Deer Park. 


CHILDREN’S 
CROSSWORD 


and 
The investment of cuourse is 


~ 3 
a8: 4a 
“nee 
eee 48a 


4 


5, “Ditto Brother - ‘ag 
1h Tub is a lucky dip. 
wheels. 12 Certain joint of meat. 
Animal fat used in cooking. 


BEFORE AND AFTER 
WAR DAMAGE 


NEW ACT EXPLAINED 

full compensation a. buildings and 
contents you m correctly 

BEFORE AS WELL AS. "AFTER DAMAGE. 

Informative Payee’ oxpiaining briefly and 


STANLEY “MOSS ~&. PILCHER, 


deci” pik aly ~ Assessors 
gency Tel. Glad. 6608. 


For 


DOWN.—1, Small portions of butter 
_ 
This is usually made with oranges. 
tainers for many foods 


5, Con 


ACROSS. —I1, You blow up a tyre with it. | 
6. See 8 Down.| 
9, = . on) 


i 
| 


; 
| 


14, caer! 
.5, Driea ones may be found in the pantry. | 


y 


8 and 6, Mother 


may make one for tea (two words). 10, 
Fruit dish, like strawberry eB 
Increases. : 


WEDNESDAY’? SOLUTION. ACROSS.— 


1, Figs. 5, Ship 7, Fir. 
15 Relic. 15, Ear. 
i7, Asia. DOWN.—1. Fife. 

Hop. 5. Pink 6, Paddock. 
11, Arum. 12, Area. 14, Lea. 


8, Aspen. 9Q, 
16, Meal. 
2, Gorse. 4, 

10, Weeds. 


i 
and this is used in place of it. 4, 


RADIO 


HOME: 203.5, 391.1, 449,1. 49.38 M. | 
3.00.—B.B.C, Scottish Orchestra. 4,20.— 
Talking It Over: “'To meet my son, 


by a soldier. 4.30.—Cracker-Jack: 
high-speed snow. 5.0.—Welsh. 5.20.— 
Children 6.0.—News: Announcements 
6.30.—Norwegian, 6.45.—The Wager: a 
comedy. 7.15.—Carnival in Vienna, bv 
Schumann, played by Clifford Curzon 
(piano) 


FOOTBALL 
FIXTURES 


OLYMPIAN’S FORECAST 


are resuijts of the 
the teams on the 
The asterisk (*) 


mos 
sam 


Figures in parentheses 
recent previous meetings of 
grounds this season or last. 


cates last season. eae 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE WAR CUP 


t 


indi- 


7.40.—Curtain Up: the amateur theatre; , Sheffield U. —y, ee en 
| (discussion). 825.-—"The Old Familiar; 9 “yan a o. Mokd aceon £3 3 0 
Things; recollections and_ revivals FOURTH ROUND : RETURN “peed 
9.0.—News. 9.20.—Talk. 9.35.—Finished . Le teeter | v 72-5. t. 3. 
. ee - ae ely: ¥ or cee mr =ston 
Symphony: musical play. 10.35.—Read- LONDON cup : SECTION “A 
ing from Marcel Proust. 10.45.— 94. Brent cord (4 v. Aldershot ( 3. 0 
Gaelic. 10.55. — B.B.C. Northern 4 Chels Pal 3. 0 
Orchestra.- 11.30.—Geraldo and _ his tonoon “CUP section & B : 
. 9 y 2 Reading ( -- ¥ ces ar 
Orchestra. 12.0.—News. o: heitees — : | . 
FORCES FOOTBALL “LEAGUE SOUTH 
x BI rit \ SOUT! end . 

342.1, 42.46 M. 1 Watfo Laton 7 3.15 
4.0.—Quiz for the Forces. 4.30.—Home dias SOUTH 4 eedionaL Ean oe 
| Service. 5.0.—Sandy Macpherson.| 4 Notts Forest "4h a hdien Cte 18 3 9G 

theatre organ. 5.20.—B_B.C. Variety, 1 P tsmou th 70) oY: Fulham Poe 
Orchestra. 6.0.—News. 6.30.—Sport- | 2 Walsall st Bromw 3. 
ing occasions recalled. 6.45.—Henry| “HANTS. Se: HIOR cup . 
41 Bournemouth ithampton (oS 3. 0 
Hall’s Guest Night 7.15.—The Exploits | LIVERPOOL SENIOR CUP 
of Belinda Lou—4, 7.30.—Radio Rhythm!) 2 Southport (0) v. Everton (5) ............. 3. 0 
Club. | NORTH yeifotherhat LEAGUE ay 
; Parnsi: ree Ce + 
5.'8.0.—B.B.C. Military Band. 8.30.—Sousa) j See ee ee a api 
and Strauss; B.B.C. Northern Orches-| 1 Buinley (—) v Sheffield W. (—-) s.c.oo.. 3.15 
tra 9.0.—News. 9.20.—Jack Payne; 1 Che ster (7) ov New srighton CLE wineoeers 3. 0 
wan bie Coesiee ~- 268—James Gell] © Doncetes. (2) y. Ceeee > AO), srvreore 
® Halifax T. )> v. Chesterfielk + & SoReal _ 
theatre organ. 10.20 - 11.0.—Jan 41 Huddersfield (—) v. Oldham (—) ......... 3.15 
Berenska and his Orchestra. | y Hul' City (*3) v. Middlesbrough 3. 0 
T tiversoal tS) vv: Bary (OP era 3. @ 
41 Manchester U (°*1) v. Blackpool (4) - 
Standard quiz 1 Stockport C. (4) v. Ro hdale e (0) ieee 3. ° 
1 Tranmere R — v. aia rd (—) 3.1 
1 Two of the B.B.C.’s four newly-| * Wrexham (2) b| urn R 3.15) 
appointed Governors served on B's Board ee ee SCOTTISH LEAGUE = 3.0 
before the war. Names, please. List four) : Clyde a o Mieasta Oat einai, Ye 
book or , Play titles introducing the word | 2 Dumbarton (2) v. Falki OAR oe uccnts 3. @ 
‘Green.”” 3S. How many toes has an ostrich?) se Par 2) 3. 0. 
| @ Hibernian (5) v. Queen's Park (2) ...... 
4. What is the largest church in Britain?) x Motherwell (2) v. Airdrie (0) ..cccccseses 3. 0 
5. How old was King Edward VII. when he) «x Partick (1. abd.) v. Celtic (1) cucu. 3. 0} 
came to the throne? 4 St. Mirren. (2) v. Morbom (2). ....ccccccccess 3. 0} 
Key on PAGE 2 Third Lanark (0) v. Rangers (1) ......... 3. 


° 


ACID 
INDIGESTION 


is * s ‘ _. a 
ry" } “fr co ~ + 4 - 
ihe bayonet-s ab pain 

7 
ry 


p mus ) en d ire ‘ nal 
j N f minutes er if 
Knew 1,198 doctors could te 
you remedy — EN ES The 
tak rh ge themselves. Sim, 
takea pie of REN! NIE ablets out 
| ur p cet and suck them i1ike 
ts oneata time. Nothing to mix 
vate No trouble or delay. Everv 
I NII ablet contains 15 powertul 
tacids wh wipe out stomacn pal 
80 se is. Even lifelong sufferers 
have found mplete relief in RENNIES 
Get a 7d pac Ket of RE? NNIES from your 
ney mi SU t odays four t times as mucn. 


DIGESTIF 


QUND RACING 


woRTH 


sTADIUM 


GREVHO 


SATURDAYS at 2.30 p.m 


UNDERNC RC RULES 


PAGE 10- EVENING STANDARD 


Against War 


Cily Edito 


anv financial institutions 


| beginning to realise 


of the contri 
Damage Act 
The building. societies 
the obligation to find & 
five vears New scales of 
tion recently announced 
movement in an additional £1. 


are 


yutions under the War 


were under 
10.000.000 in 
indemnifica- 
involve the 
500.000. | 


‘he building societies sav they have a 
good case tor reconsideration of these)! 
burdens They contend that the dav 


will come when the country will need 
their services to a degree hitherto un- 
known. 


**Not Landlords ”’ 


Thev further 
celior of the Exe hequer, 
they are liable as a cl 
to contribute towards the compensation 
fund, expressed a view which has been 
interpreted that they were in the rela- 
tionship of landlords. towards their 
borrower-purchasers. 


complain that the 
in deciding that 
lass of mortgagees 


that a building society 
a property over the he 
it cannot disposs2ss 
times and it cannot 

tageous terms in order 


oad of an occupler, 
will in normal] 


at 
to ta 


tional expenditure. 


Loan Conversion 
City 


; i propos: il of the 
Corporation to take advantage of the 
Public Works Loans Bill to secure 


conversion of £2,000,000 of 
Market 44 per Cent. Stock is a good one. 


An offer is to be made of a 34 per Cent. 
Stock. 
There is however in these days 


co. 


Sir Edgar 


the importance: 


Chan-| 


They say that this view is not right. and! 
cannot dispose cf| 


lease on more advan-| | 
ke advantage| 
of the market or to recoup itself for addi-| 


of London 


the 
Spitalfields 


a against 


ete Points from the Directors’ Report and the s tate- 
| ment issued to the Shareholders by the Chairman 


The 92nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING was held 
at Holborn Bars, London, E.C.1,3rd April 1941. 


Building Societies Protest: 


Damage Act 


W. ALEXANDER 


‘general notion that every 
should be allowed to borrow cheaply 

A sound individua! or a sound 
authority should be able to borrow on 
better terms than one which is profligate | 
‘in the conduct of its affairs. If this princl-| 
ple were more generally adopted 
should have that rivalry in local affairs! 
which results in a great increase 
efficiency. 


Lending by Banks 


So far as the City of London 


authority) ! 


local! 


| 


| 


WwW e| 


in, 


is con-| 


eerned there is no doubt that it is entitled | 
ito the highest credit rating. But there are) 


apart from 
war-time, 


other instances where, 
iparticular problems of 
‘administration is bad. 

A return to the old principles, not only 
in regard to local affairs but in regard to} 
lending by banks to. individuals, 1s 
‘eminently desirable. There is far too 
‘much lending on the basis of collateral) 
rather than on the true credit and) 
jachievements of the persons concerned. 


Dividends 


| Hope Bros.—Dividend 6 p.c. (against 
7 Bee, Net profit £45,162, against 
£52,980. 

International Cold Storage and Ice, 
Dividend 73 p.c. (against 10 p.c.)}. 


Goldsmiths and. Silversmiths.—Dividend 
4 p.c., against 2 p.¢ 


Coventry 


Renold = and Chain.—Interim 
> p.c. (same). 3 

Hodgson’s Kingston Brewery.—lInterim 
2p.c. (against 4 p.c.). 

Salisbury Electric Light. — Second) 
interim 6 p.c. | 

Batu Kawan Rubber.—Dividend 2} pc.) 
(against 14j p.c.). Profit, before allocation | 
of reserves, £9485, against £4856. | 

Sungei Choh Rubber.—Dividend 5 ot. 


S .C, 


PRUDENTI! 


| ASSURANCE 


LTD. 


Horne, Bart. 


Company are now 


endowment during 


£1 ,368,273. 


ASSETS AND INCOME. @iiarccocmomat 


over 93 per cent. are invested in the United 
*Kingdomtand the Empire. Fhe income during 
1940 was £56,048,786. 


ORDINARY BRANCH. The net new sums 


assured were £20,945,502. On participating 
policies a bonus of £1 per cent. will be paid 
on claims arising by death or maturity of 


INDUSTRIAL BRANCH. Bites 


ceived were £25,178,307, being an increase of 


On participating policies a bonus of 16s. per 
cent. will be paid on claims arising by death 
or maturity of endowment during 1941. 


GENERAL BRANCH. Sam premiums re- 


ceived were £2,422,474 arising from Fire, 
Sickness and Accident, Employers’ Liability, 
Marine, Motor Insurance, etc. 


APPROVED SOCIETIES. Batonmruneiu: 


expended on benefits was nearly £4,600,000. 


£364,854,580, of which 


1941. 


SERVICE and 


SECURITY 


the! 
local) 


| 


LATEST 


oe FUNDS 


PRICES 


STORES AND CATERING 


leading 
Dunlops fell back to 33s. 
Chemicals to 29s. 104d., United Molasses 
to 23s. 74d., Marks and Spencer to 32s. 6d. 
and Ford Motors to lis. 6d. 


15s. 
months £1 7s. 
250 tons. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 1941 


Reaction 1n 
Home Rails 


poront-teking in front of the week-end 


caused a setback in Home Railway 


stocks to-day, the prior charges being 
10s. to 30s. easier. 


A dull tendency developed in most 


sections of the Stock Exchange and in 
British Funds 
£104 12s. 6d. 


War Loan fell back to 


Japanese bonds were well maintained, 


but other foreign bonds eased. 


In the Industrial market a number of 
shares were 3d. to 9d. lower. 
9d., Imperial 


Breweries weakened following the cut 


in the Hodgsons’ Kingston Brewery divi- 
dend, Courtaulds were offered at 30s. 
in Tetiles. and there was a little selling 
of “ Bats” 


9d. 


and “Imps” in tobaccos. 
There was not sufficient business to test 


Oil shares, and on dull advices from the 
Cape 
Western Reefs fell back vo 25s. . Cd. 


several Kaffir shares declined. 


Rally in Tin Prices 


Tin prices rallied to-day. 
to £268 12s. 6d. 


Cash rose 
a ton, and three- 
6d. to £266 15s. Turnover 


Rubber.—Spot 1s. 2}d. a Ib. (un- 


changed), May and July-Sept. lis. 2 1-16d., 
Oct.-Dec. 1s. 2d. 


RUBBER 
A. Dutch—14/6 15/ Ton. Asia.—2/814 /1114 
All. Sum—7/9 8/9 Malacca — 17321930 
Ang. Malay—5/6 6/6 Malayalam—26/9 7/9 


Bertram—2/712 /1012 
Harrison © Def—43g)132 
Highlands— 1116°46 

K. ee sy, 16 
Linggi—1/3 


R. Trust—-25/ /6 
Telog—7/9 8/9 

Uta. Ser.—-1/10!2 2/112 
Ud. Suna. Betong— 2ls2!8 
Vallam—5/ 6/ 


INSURANCE 
Com. Union—67g 71 Lon Lancs—23!2 4 
N. British —- 71536 8516 


Eagle Star f.p.—57/ 9/ 
Emp. Liab.—64/ 6 
Gen. Acdt.—65/ 7 
Guardian—101¢%% 
Legal Gen.—2)546 Slig 
London—1214 54 


fully paid—81254 
Prudential A— 1914 54 
/ 2/ 


Royal—7%4 8 


BANKS 

eee - = Sl Lloyds—50/ 1/6 

B- 71/ Nat. Prov. A—43/ 5/6 
FE, they tp .p.—B8l¢5i¢ B—60/6 2/6 

f.p. Westm’str £1—65/67/6 

£1 Shares Ot) 3/ £4 £1 paid—73/6 5/6 

SHIPPING 

Coast L—6/3 7/ Indo China Pref—5!2 6 
Court Line—14/3 15/ Dfd—3°, 41, 
Cunard—2/3 /9 Lam port—6/9 7/6 


K.D. Hes.—23/ 4/ 
France Fen— 20 


| 
Furn. Withy—18/3 19/ 


P & O. Def.—22/63 3 
Un, Castle—9.3 10/ 


Refuge Assurance 
Company Limited. 


STREET, MANCHESTER, 


Bank Stock—351 5 Local—907% 11g $ 4.8.C.—4/9 5/9 Int. Tea—11/ 12/ 
Consols 212 p.c.- 7748 India 2!2. p.c.—74 5 Gamage—7/ 8/ Mappin W—4 16 
4 p.c.—11 11953 3 p.c. Harrods—25/ 7/ Marks & 8.—32/ 3/ 
Cony. 2 p.c.—98/2 Ql, Slo p.c.—99 100 hay A.—3/ /9 A--32/3 3 
Cony. 212 p.c.—9914 12 Trish 254 p.c.—84 5 & Col.—2/112 /7le May pole Def—1/6 /9 
3 p.c.—101 52 72 3p.c.—91 2 pbc. a. an 4li6 Slaters—1/6 2/6 
Slo p.c.—1041, 3 N.D.B. 2le D.C. _—. A—31516 6 I3 2 Spiers Pond a “7 
5 p -1065; 7 3 ’ 101! 25 7 p.c. Pref. 51 3 3 Woolworth—47/3 8 
Fundg 2 2\2 =p pat 92193 hadiaaa. 3 p.c. 951, 612 
254 p.c 98% 's | V ctory 1111333 : TEXTILES 
3 p.c.— 9079 11g War Si2p.c.— 10412 % Bradfd. Dyers—3/ /6 Jute Pref—2/9 3/3 
4 p.c.—112% 13 3 p.c.—100°16716 Brit. Cel. 3/6 4/ Lance. ( ot i 16/3 
FOREIGN BONDS Calico 2 63 Pref—17/9 18/6 Sa 
Austrian 4!2 p.c.—37 Egy pt Unfd—83 aces OMe) 9/6 we “t b°32"32 
Kelman 4p.c, 1937—65 German 412 < 5 = TOBACCOS 4'8 
Brazil 1889—714 Do. Sp.e. 2 
Brazil Rescission—74 Funding 4p .c. 612 B.A.T, — 41139 1539 Gallahers—412 58 
1910 an Grreek / p yon 22'2 Brit. Match—29/3 30/ GG. Phillips—1)254 
1915—-8"4 p.c.—18°2 Carreras A—3554 Tm p.— 419322332 
1914—35 Hungarian 4!2 p.c.—8!2 B—9/ /6 Tob, Sec,—_%e5 
oo aay, — sale Cohen Ween Pf—3l32 1132 Def 1316 1516 . 
U8 2 p.c. < Cope Bros— 25166 Ttd. Tob, Sth.—4!2 
Fdg A—45 1924-29 
de B-34}2 Poland 7 p.c.—9 OIL 
China 1898—40 Spain 4 p.c. Ang. Fena—18/6 19/ = C‘anadian—8/112 /4)2 
1912~—21 S.P. Cof Tizp.c.— 1732 Ang. Iranian— 1 4132253 Lobitos— 111321532 
19135—30 Bie p.c.— 51% 4 Egy pt. B— 21258 Shell—2hi6!8 s 
Czech 8 p.c.—37!2 okio S'z p.c.—42!'2 Apex Trin. 26/5 7/3 Trin, Dev,- at Ma 
BRITISH RAILS Burmah—2 322130 Trin, Lease 316: 
G.W.R.—32l2 4 L.M.S.—12!2 1314 Mex Eagie--7/619 V.0.C.— Vasa 
4 p.c. Deb 10912 11l'2 +S cm Guar. ra 5l2 IRON, COAL AND STEEL 
5 pe. Pref—93 5 .c. Pref . 
x: Pref. 212 3 1933 Pref 38 40 Baldwin—-4/6 5/ Stewart I 43/3 4/3 
Dfd,— ] 3g ig Lond T'rans € Sane 29le3lie B.S.A.—17/3 /9 homas R 2/9 3/ 
lst 4 p.c. Gr.—831425l2 Metro—46 8 Brown—26/ 7/ Utd. Steel-21/ 2/ 
lat Pref_37 9 Sthn Prefd—48 50 ae yy 21/9 2/6 Vickers— 14/1012 15/412 
2nd Pref—13 14 Dfd—10 34 ‘ease— 
wk ils gc ge GAS, ELECTRIC 
DOMINION, FOREIGN RAILS B. El, Trac. Def—800 20 Northmet P—29/ 30/ 
Antofagasta—J54 454 Can. Pac.—754 8 County —30/6 1/6 N.E. Elec.—27/3 8/3 
B.A.G.S.—354 454 Pret. 5354 4% Gas Lt—9/9 10/6 Primitiva. 5/3 /6 
B.A. Pac—1l4 214 Cord Ist Dbs—66!2 8'2 | 1.0, Gas—43 6 Scot. Power 34/6 5/6 
B.A, Western—2!23!2 B’ Debs -62 4 Met. Elec.—-31/6 2/6 Tokyo—36 9 
Cen. Argentine—2143l4 San Paulo—32 4 ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT 
MINES, LAND EXPLORATION a ae : “ apoctg 
Af. &Eur.- i, (HF 1@ Mysore wie 7s om Pai raty, sseeay Gi aes 3 80/3 
| An-Am-Cp 16°8 N'Changa 
knglo-As, Tr. 233925 39 New Guin.—1/112 /712 TELEGRAPHS, TELEPHONES 
Bangrin—%3 54 N State Areas— 1354 > lo 21 . 
Bly voor—11/6 12/ Nourse- 2°16 6 ' aa aie 2 22 Funded—100 2 
Brakpan lig 2 Nundy- te ; 
Burma—6/9 7/ Ooregum MOTORS AND AIRCRAFT 
Bushstick— 6/72 7/1'2 Oroville—9/9 10/9 
Cam.& M.—}516!16 Pahang—12/6 13/6 Air Comp— ie /6 Hawker--11/9 1279 
Camp Bird—2/ /6 Palms—3/3 /9 Albion—2 } a ris—26/6 7/3 
(‘entral Ming—11 12 Petaling—21/6 2/6 A.E.C.—2 } Napier—6/4l2 /10!2 
(hamp. Reef—1716%16 Phoenix Prince—2/6 fos Austin A- 12/79 13/112 Parnall 3/6 4/6 
| Chartd.—18/9 19/3 Rand Leases—-21132 153 Ronin Bea {72 Phillips as er 4/6 
City Deep— 2716716 Rand Sel.- Sy02l39 oulton— Raleigh 6 /6 
Cons. Af. Sel.- 10/ /6 Rho. Anglo— 13/3 /9 ee is Rolls Royce a 34 
Con. Gold—1]54 46 Rho. Sel.—9/3 /9 © Mav.—i*2 Short Bros. 32/32 
Con. Main Reef—3l4 5g Rho. B. Hill-2/9 3/ Dennis—18/9 19/112 Standard—11/11l2 /71 
Crown—12 lo Rho. { Orp. /9 1/3 Fairey ~11/3 Tilling— 41/9 2/9 
Dagga—ll 6 2 Rho. Dev.—4/3 /9 Ford—17/3/9 | Triplex—18/3 /9 
De Beers -514 lo Rhokana— 714 lg fadiay Pk 18/3 Westland Air—3/ /6 
Pref—8%54.9 Ri 14/ landley P— 
Durban Bi 2! p6Si16 Rob. | Deep - -217322139 
Dagga— 17g} San. Fran.—4/3 /9 — BREWERIES 
i Geduld 937g. _ Sel. Trust—9/ /6 | agi "51 11/12/ Ind Coope—-64/ 6 
KE, Rand—-2 16 151322132 Siamese—2l322 32 , 14 5g Menux 13/6 15/ 
ge ¥ eee ~ a 3 | Benskins—56/6 8/6 Mitchells & B--61/6 3/6 
E.R.C.—1 /6 /9 Sit —_ 17/9 18/ ? 
Geduld—6547  Tend—4tels Charrington—4]1 / 3/ Seager—14/ 15/6 
(Geevor—7/ 8/ S. ~ Town—3/9 4/9 Uy. Lan. Def—4/ 5/ Simonds—58/ 60/ 
| Gen. Ming—3)516)546 Sth.Crofty —5/6 6/6 Courage-—41/6 3/6 S. Africa—110/ 12/ 
| Globe&Ph—7 1] Sth. Kinta—10/ 11/ Distillers—61/ 2/ S.A. Wine—34/ 5/6 
| Gove. Areas— 117321939 Ss. Tennots lo 16 kK remlin- 20/ 1 1/ Taylor W 14/9 15/9 
Gopeng—11321532 Spaarwater—1/1-+2 /412 p Tery- 40/6 2/6 Walker C—17/ 18/ 
| Groots —4716%16 Springs —1 lg (inness—-62/6 4/ Watney Def—36/6 8/ 
| Hong Konge—%4 7% Sub. Nigel--71g 3, Hewitt—36/ 8/ 
| Td ris—7329%2 Tanganyika—2/ 3/ 
| Tpoh—11gl4 Trepea—3/3 /9 
K | einfontet iIn—-2°8 54 Tronoh— 2932 1132 
Kramat 7 / Un. Corp,.—6/87 
| Langlaate—8/ 9/ Van Dyk—1 132532 
Libanon—8/3 /9 Venez. Gold—2/112 /7l2 
Lon, Rho.—2/3 /9 V enters ] 1339 1539 
Lon. Tin /6/9 V lak —332239 
Luip Vieis—18/3 /9 Vogels—-L1g 546 
| Malayan Tin—1°% 12 Waihi—3/6 4/6 
| Marie-— a 44 W. Hidgs-—9/ {6 3/3 /9 
| Mawchi— 14248 beg Rand— 17164416 . “eae 
| Me *SSINA lo" "16 7 r. 7 /6 Chief Office: OXFORD 
| Mexican Cor 3/6 4/6 ‘eas 25/6 6/ 
| Modder 16/ 17/ hol Springs- 1 233925 
| Modder B—%332 432 W. Wit 31333 


a 


Brit, Alum—39/6 40/6 = Millars—1/412 /10l2 
Brit. Oil & Ca—37/ 8/6 Murex—3)%16 416 
Brit, Oxy—31el Nairn & G.— 2% 61116 
Brit. Ropes—5/3 /9 Odhams-— 2/119 /7}2 
Braz. Traction-—71}4!2 Pinchin J—17/6 18/3 
Brit.Sugar—18/ /9 Radiation 28/9 9/9 
Brit. Therm—10 12/ Rank J—15/ /6 
(‘ape As be stos- Qhierieé Reckitts—4 9321132 
Pref 21316 )516 Schweppes Def 28/6 9/6 
ec: erehos— 81g 5g Scribbans 96/6 
Daily Mail 13/3 A ate Def— 3/9 4/6 
D. Mirror—6/3 /' Sena Sugar-—5/ 6 
De La Rue ol Smithfield Mt—6/6 7/6 
Dunlop—33/7 lz 4/1 lg Smith's € 28 -28/ 6/ 
| E.M.1.—7/1!2 /4}2 Spillers 
(,ood lass og 10/ /9 Def 2); 
Hovis Ste. Mad 8/9 14/9 
Hud, Bay- 25/6 4/ Sudan Pits—- 1732932 
Huletts—25/ 6 Sun. Pict—14/ 15/ 
Imp.Chem.— 29/1012 Tate & Lyle—49/6 50/3 
lo Turner New— 3581 


Modder E—4 14 Zambesia— 3/ 4/ 

‘ AUSTRALIAN MINES 
Bou er Per—10/6 11/ rh. V. & S.—17/6 18/ 
B. Hill New—9/3 10/3 N. Kaig—16/ 17/ 


B. Hill North—1716%16 South—*Nolhis 
Prop—] 12: Og Sons Gwalia—1716%16 
South— 18/ 19 Wiluna—-5/4l2 /10!2 
Gold Kx, A—2/3 /9 Zine—2" 16°16 

Gold M. Kal.—5/ 6/ Pref—5l4 lz 

Git. Boulder—4/3 /9 

WEST AFRICAN 

Am. Banket-—4/3 /6 Fanti Cons--4/9 5/3 

Amal. Tin-—-5/7'z 6/112 G.C. Sel--10/3 /9 

Ariston—7/7!2 8/112 G.C. Mn. Rf~-6G/ /6 

Ashanti 2145 Konougo 2/9 mF A 

Banket A-—-2/l1lg /412 K wahu—2l392339 

Bibiani—18/8 19/ Marlu--4/9 5/3 

Bisichi—6/4!2 /10!2 Taquah—19/ 20/ 

INDUSTRIALS 

Allied Bak—8/3 nt Lever Un— 21/9 2/9 

Alhed News—12/ 13/ N.V.—34q 7 

Ass. NewsDef.—6/9 7/3 Lister R. A.— 22932 S132 

Barry Staines lls 8 Lovell & C~- 9/9 10/9 

Berger—2}g % Manbre—-273 3 
toots—3°-/3 6/3 Def 22/6 3/6 

Borax Def—28/6 9/6 Me Dougall — 1932!132 


Bovril Def—22/ 3/ Milford Dock—8/6 9/6 


Indes. Paint—4 l4 Tyre Invest. Pf. 
Int. Nickels—3912 4012 10 
Int. Paint—4 1,4 U.C. Store 6 p.c—20/ /9 
Lautaro—3/ 4/ 7 p.c.—-20/ /9 
Lever 7 p.c.—28/ U. Molasses—23/41l2 
8 p. 25/10!2 6/412 23/10!2 
20 p.c.—13/9 14/6 Wall Paper Def. 1 hig 
5 p.c.— 22/6 3/3 Wigwins— 1516 316 
BUILDING, CEMENT 
Aa. Cement— ro oie Marley—-1/3 2/3 
Brit. Cement- 64 Marston—6/ 7/ 
Brt. Plas. K 13/112 /6 Rugby—7/5 8/3 


(‘rittall—8/6 9/6 
Lon. Brick—48/6 50/6 
Maidenhead—2/ 3/ 


Sussex Def— 3/6 4/6 
Tunnel—1 46 2 
Williams& W ms-7/6 8/6 


CARS URGENTLY 
REQUIRED FOR 
CASH 


Highest prices paid 


NEWNHAM$S 


235-9, Hammersmith-rd., W.6 
Phone: Riv. 4646 (9 lines). 


EXTRACT FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3ist DECEMBER. 1940. 


ORDINARY BRANCH. 


yearly renewal 
£160,157 3s. Od. 

to £4,619,975 19s. 9d., 
endowments and endowment. assurances. 


a RIAL PRANCH 


this Branch the PREMIUM INCOME 
amounted to £5.543.005 10s 8d. 


premium income of £287.4 


amounted to £6.140,818 14s. 1d. 


The PREMIUM INCOME for the year amounted to £10,666,614 14s. 4d. 
The NET INTEREST received during the year amounted to £2,491,222 19s. 10d. 


The CLAIMS PAID in the year amounted to £8.162.981 10s. on 
since the estabishment of the Company is now £133.337.630 8s. 11 


The TOTAL ASSETS of the Company now amount to see ee bel 10s 2d. 


and the total paid in claims 


In this Branch the number of POLICIES ISSUED was 32,038 assuring £4. 875,522 18s. Od. at a 

497 ld., 
The PREMIUM INCOME was £4.525. 796 Os 
includ ng £5.711,927 Qs. 


19s. the single premiums amounting to 
Os. 5d. The CLAIMS PAID amounted 


10d. paid to policyholders under matured 


The CLAIMS PAID 


GENERAL BALANCE SHEET OF THE REFUGE ASSURANCE COMPANY 


LIMITED AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1940. 
LIABILITIES. ASSETS—Continued. £ s. d. 
Shareholders’ Capital:— British Government Securities 29.161.143 4 10 
Authorised— Securities issued under the 
150.000 Shares of Trade Facilities Acts ...... 967.588 15 11 
£2 each ...£300.000 Municipal & County Securities. 
r) s. d. United Kingdom ............. 1.912.564 14 8 
Issued — Indian and Colonial Govern- 
l 50.000 Shares of £2 ment Securities PTYTITITICRLT TT 3.902.975 1 6 5 
each, fully paid —............ 300.000 0 QO Indian and Colonial Pro- 
Ordinary Branch Assurance vincial Securities ............. ‘s 49.234 12 7 
Ee RTI See ert 38.807.687 13 5 | Indian and Colonial Muni- 
Ordinary Branch Investments cipal DEE “petikdanccs sasee 619.013 17 7 
Reserve Fund _..............- 2.250.000 0 Oo | Foreign Government Securities 85.672 16 1 
Industrial Branch Assurance Do. Provincial Securities... 4.55 he 
5 eo eee ER 30.063.356 18. 2 Do. Municipal Securities... 6.558 16 2 
Industrial Branch Investments Railway and other Debentures 
Reserve Fund ................ 2.450.000 0 and benture Stocks— 
Claime admitted or intimated Home and Foreign Pe 14,474,681 3 ll 
“eS rere 296. 721 3 2 | Railway and other Preference 
Annattion due and unpaid...... 61 ~ eae R ae 7 ere ” Ord 8.098.555 8 4 
Sundry Outstandin jabiliti : allway and other inary 
y ding Liabilities 458.172 10 9O _ Stocks ohne 514.726 12 ML 
74, 552 2 ent a 1,0% 
£7*.000,352 10 2 | Freehold Ground Rents... 11.520 9 7 
Leasehold do. a 123 11 6 
ASSETS reenes = —— Property...... 1 tet : tf 
Mortgages on Property within gents’ Balances ................ 655 
the United Kinadom ..._ 4.904.069 3 10 Outeantine aera pees 248.009 18 11 
mortenees on Property within dend be go rm ss 
RRR a iene eran ek 400 0O 0O I - . } — . 16.502 4 4 
Lo ar on Parochial and other I Pe ta age al pastes Ngee : 
ea a 5.895.970 0 9 ” a ovine Ta wm ™ 416.480 12 
Loans on Reversions ............ 5.850 13 3 ee Se : 
Loans on Company's Policies Casa :— 
within their Surrender : , 
a Ba 1.710.078 16 7 In hand and on Current 
INVESTMENTS -— ROGUE F Gisssciscisseininoean 1.807.513 11 9O 
ae with the High Court . 
pa 000 312% Conversion pi AE ad fh 4 
—) RRR gn PES SEMA es ea 44.590 0 O under the preston 
* Deposit with the Supreme Eire as security to £74.606.552 10 2 
Court in Eire (230,000 holders of Bon in eS 
542% Conversion Loan) .... 20.000 OO O that State 


are determined by the Directors, 
securities at their middle market 
accrued interest, 
aggregate fully of the value stated therein. 


and stand 


ciass of business to which it is applicable. 


J. PROCTOR GREEN. { Managing Director 


JNO. W. MOSS. Secretary. 


CYRIL CLEGG, Actuary. 


By virtue of the Articles of Association of the Company the vaiues of the Stock F 


in the Balance Sheet at or under cost. 
prices as at Slst December. 


we certify that in our belief the Assets set forth in the Balance Sheet are in the 


/ and Deputy Chairman. 


1940, and making du- allowance 


No part of eny fund uas been applied directly or indirectly fov ‘any purpose other than that of the 


Foreign currencies have been valued at the market rates of exchange as at 31st December. 1940. 
J. WILCOCK HOLGATE, Chairman. 


Wa. PROCTOR SMITH, 
J. PROCTOR-PEARSON, } Directors. 


8. G. LEIGH. General Manager. 


xchange securities 
Taking hens 
or 


of the sta 


e certify that no part of an 
than pr aak of 
‘nvestments and provision for de 
they relate. We are of opinion 

ween the Branches, 


at aaron on of 


Manchester, 18th March, 1941. 


ecg and the explanat ons ag! to us a as shown by the Books 


und has hoon 
the class of oP wlling to peas it 


wi, spplenbl 


that the expenses of management have ved. 


We have, by examination of the Deeds, Certificates and Bonds in A possesion. oF the Company and 
Certificates of Bankers or other depositaries of securities and cash 
Investments set out in the foregoing Balance Sheet wh A Fig ata ns 


Sheet and have oes all the information and 
In our commen the said Balance Sheet is eet sig . &. so as to 
of the Company's affairs of our 

the Tn Rg 


and that ali inte 
have been allocated to 


rest and 


WALTON, WATTS & CO., Chartered Accountants. 


applied Girecity or indirectly for her 
A gts fh ne me By 
“+ Seonets which 


of 
their hands, verified the Assets and 
1940. 


1S RY BOIS deh OTE 
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Am ‘Tennis Girls Keeping’ hc tarsstnserina 
ateur Boxing Boom, Though Fewer Championship Form Race Pri rizes 


Shows, Sets Puzzle for A.BA, yo ee ont sin May Stay 


girl players are keeping their lawn! 


Evening Standard Boxing Reporter inal tennis form, despite little practice 
 eoy of an unexpectedly big entry for an open competition |? 0 la nd of Ad a les Mar Slackan came tias aan ae nh ort 
. , ‘ HHO II, acCe-ti . a a 
at a tournament in London to-morrow week, amateur a ms 2 ae wee, |Wimbledon, who watched them ir 


boxing has a war-time problem to settle. recent matches. ; By J. H. Park 
Closing date of entries for a novice ould have bee jean agg phe ne Magi! for wal 'P {here will be a few Newmarket 
: | “ i ay peen iS Summer at ner tnit 
light-weight event is nearly a week p | Wimbledon. he says is horses at Ripon to-morrow, but I 
away but 33 names have already been S| ORT SHORTS | “If anything she has gained additional expect most of the prizes to stay in 
sent in. Under Amateur Boxing | Seat circ e Sone the right shot atithe North One of the Newmarket 
Association rules no more than 16 can | k And of Mrs. Michael Menzies (Miss Kayirunners is » SY a Sherw po celdi nz. 
compete. Seventeen boxers. if not raig OO a es stammers}, Wimbledon finalist in the tastiin the Fo ntain Piate 
more, will have to be turned down. : | ra mate wee ae Ge aa Tht. os ticrind at Tinentn and 
In the normal way 16 men would be | ideades yuld be at her peak after. two nis one was fancied at LIncoin, ana 
drawn for the competition: the rest would 1ve tro es ea pint har cit tone Fond gg fo Mave will want beating Wf ne gets better 
have cards giving them priority in entry | in style through be ng late on the be on | it Une tart tf time 
for any future events at the same weight.| 7, ; ‘as ar the forehand ” : wee epee | , a ee a :, bis 
But no other competitions have been Craig Wood, | British Open go.i | ts cai at Maines: ined atiaomadh ab Rhea 
arranged for this season. champicpiship runner-up in 1933, : ~ Singham that he is as #600 as ever. He 
Immediately before the war iggy ee had first round of 66 in the Masters’ Nov ad O—.) On Vs Baer might make al! the running in the Staudie} 
boxing in London was waning; priority tournament ‘ae ot G y Royal Handicap 
cards have not been issued for at least three a Augusta, eorgia, NEW YORK. Frida: | ; | : : 
years. Now, in war-time, there is a revival.| U.S.A., and led his nearest rivals— Max Baer. etili tevine to win enoxner|.. Ker, judged ¢ oln_ fe 
Boxing authority will hyd we Maye ga Lawson Little, Byron Nelson, Ben) fight for world heavy-weight title. meets\fandicap. but nis re agen gi ne 
a precedent in deciding whic ~~ fea fovea af Medison Senate Gorden ot Be > po 
entrants will be allowed to box in the com-|Hogan and Willie Coggin—by five | to-night The fight is eae Th man atat preter muse Link | Ae 
petition cf to-morrow week. organised by| strokes.—Reuter. | Nova is8to5o0n favourite. § | © tee “erly apes ee ae poe 
‘N” Division Metropolitan Police. and} Ken Burditt, former Millwall and Norwich | Winner is expected to be matched vv Er petal <slbee cf anata hoe ee” eee . yey ee 
included in their show at Stoke Newington City forward, will be in Leic ester City’ | Ine Louis for the world title some time lr 4 ? raladise ‘ + ivh ‘ 
ee ces Cup team against Queen’s Park Rangers. | ifter June —Reuter i Bei, pines tan Viana 
Either Townsend or Hunt will be Brent- | te Gums: 4 ek Sola” BT 4 
‘ ar — against Aldershot at T ts 4 White W 
rentford. : ; ms ; 4 f 
Yorkshire Cricketers Flight-lieut. Walley Marks, who taught Lord Derby Asked to Make .- 
Von Ribbentrop’s family to play golf when) . * 
p f Notts  [gerrotsssignal at Dusseldort, will partne: American Race Entry 
oO ay or iNO S Reginald Whitcombe against Dick Burton,| , 
7 Open Champion, and Alf Perry in an | NEW YORK, Fridays 
Three Yorkshire county cricketers, exhibition match at Weymouth on April 16 | - a eo e cee o al ~ ee ae mm 
: Line AMericahn ys y ~i1UD, Nas Hee! 
A. B. Sellers (captain), Leyland and Cross-Country To-morrow | = Bee eng mmr me: 3 invited to nominate an entry for the Jockey 
Smailes. may play occasionally for outhern Counties Cross Country Associa-| ae PREIS “Gn. re os Club Plate at 3eimont Park Or) May ] AFTERNOON 
Nottinghamshire during the coming tion are holding a team race for London| G Botads ti re Wels] over five furlongs. The race is for two- : 
season Nistrict Atmy units at Wimbledon I ' “ ti } ces ‘ig € hia dipie ts Only club members can enter! 
- {|to-morrow. Nine teams have been entered. nternational goaikeeper, has nis 1orses.——neuter 
A. J. Holmes, the ye captain, and against these the Association will run first game for a London club ogy at 
may ag a: _ All of these players)their ow1 team. One competitor will be| to-morrow. He is to keep goal for . p.m. 
are in the Services. C. T. Carter, who has won eleven of his so Bey , ’ pie 
lent twelve tates. | Brentyoré in ane London Cup-tie Rosslyn Park Choose I 7AM Penryn aan 
sr saeapcs In the first of five games at Ottawa, for| ——— sr . AGPMSSION SINC! Tax « 
W It Li ] Will the East Canada senior ice-hockey cham-| Rosslyn Park team to meet Brigade Popular Enclosure 1/6. 
ater Inarum I pionship, Sydney and Montreal Royals! Richards Not Ridin of Guards, in to-morrow’s ‘Rugby Grand Stand 3/-. 
T k A b ] shared six goals, although overtime was| Son 1atch at Old Deer Park, Richmond, (Ladies Half Price) 
ake n nypoay played.—Reuter. v; will be: D-- 44 Car P 1/ 
- - : Gordon Richards will be doing riding)” See ein eee — rog 4d Car Park -. 
SYDNEY. Friday Semi-Final First Match ‘work at Beckhampton to-morrow, and/p. F. Cooper, A. L. Evans: H. Wylie, A es Electric Phe ase i 
Walter Lindrum is offerin to play P Potter and he @. Waugh, last year’s ~ will be unable to go to Ripon. He wil}/5-. A Evans, J. R Tyler. A. H ggins. H. Lyddon Piace Forec ast Poo! Ss. 
members of the ublic at P siliarde or & palr, will represent Clifton against D E _ Hennes y 8 K Huxley i, L Newton 


snooker, in public or at their homes, pro-|Dugby. at Wellington College, in the Public be at Stockton st -morrow week | Fhompson, R. Crouch. 
vided they make a donation to the war|Schools Rackets Championship semi-final.|~~ 
funds if they lose Reuter. Clifton have not yet played a match ; both| 

Cheltenham and Malvern scratched to them.) 


ee Old Haberdashers’ team against Old | Starting Four Weeks of Sevens, STADIUM 


COMPANY MEETINGS ene ae in the return Rugby match at 
erton ark to-morrow: A. J. King; | | 
Pt Ge ee ek Sk The Hospitals tournament at Rich-| Saturdays of Rugby seven-a-sides on a Suses 6. 30. @56 ’ 


ERICSSON TELEPHONES, R. J Mead: A. S. Wilshire, S. Savreréod:| mond Athletic Ground to-morrow that ground. 


J. B. Blowfield, R. Beage, A. C. Rose, J. B.| Starts a series of four successive é - 
LTD Burrell, S. F. Steele, K. Batchelor, T. N.!|- eerie St. Mary’s, who won last year, have 
are Parker, M. J. Jackson. 


’ | - =< — a strong side for to-morrow. They can 
Derby Dogs’ Day | Rugby Fixtures call upon T..A. Kemp, F. M. McRae. ACID 


At the thirty-eighth annual general 


, : a reyhounds who finished first and second | tossiyn Park v. Brigade of Guards (Old Deer Park . are +} Yeah: nec : 
meeting, the chairman, Colonel Sir G in the last Derby Final meet again|Richmond. 3.30). Wasps v. Imperial College (Sud Bey ie Campbell J. Graham Jones and 
Harold A. Wernher, K.C.V.O., reported|to-morrow for the first time since in a/buty. 2.45). Old Mid-Whitgiftians v. Old Blues (at H. D. Cockburn. 
a substantially increased turnover The frying: White City They are G. R. recente, ekg Tig 1S) Wesimister Ban Last year’s runners-up were Middlese> INDIGES ; ION 
compan rs factor is heavily enga ed uke, who won the Derby by a neck, | Old ‘Tiffinians (Norbury). Midland Bank v City 3] — +} ne }. i = 3 et + .* + 
J y : gaged)jand Duna Taxmaid, half brother and sister. | 7 and they were the only side to cross S$ 


; London eg 9 (at New Becke nham ) lwickenham + 

upon work for which the plant is par- raleeieae Bag ate hea and a een Met- Army XV. (at Hampton, 5.15). R ysivn Park Ex.| Mary's line Thev are well placed in tne 

: . , olice teams meet in a OXiNg | Firsts P Ola Paulines (Oid Deer Park). : 

ticularly suitable and an immediate match at Caledonian-road baths to-morrow] Hospitals Seven-a-Sides (Richmond Athletic draw and can call upon the same team a 

resumption to its normal activities will oor A Yi end gg gt F. 2 gg me ge tthe (Bedford. 2.45) |'ast year. Guy’s have also a strong side 
: ; ercurians, an Army unit side, who have |/oucester v. Kk AY. (at Gloucester). . Bridg-| with P. C. Gartrell and D. M. Strathie 

be possible when the war is over. been playing regularly in Sunday Rugby |¥@ter & ony. Sah (at Bridgwater). co a jamong the backs. : 


The net profit for the year was £129,788, |have been able to strengthen their team in| p fare. A ge a fe wets % geen xv. ’ Nineteen teams are entered for the 

. . a i = i rm { f 4 4 . . a a s 4 ts . | 

and a final dividend of 12 per cent. and|'een* weeks, and are hopeful of avenging |Cardiff, 2.45). Old Elthamians _v. Watp. 4; Metropolitan Police inter-divisional Sevens 
a previous defeat when they visit Rutlish| Eltham). Old Pauline rg eae v. Rosslyn Park Cols | at ColinJdale. Club matches include 


e : 
bonus of 5 per cent., both tax free were aor at the Old Rutlishians’ ground on | (at Thames Ditton, 2.30). Old Rutlishians “ A’ vy.|Rosslyn Park v. Brigade of Guards at the 
approved, making 22 per cent. tax free|sundav |Corps of Signals XV. (at Merton Park 3.15). Old Deer Park. 


for the year. against 25 per cent aioe 
The chairman paid tribute to the sus- CHILDREN’S | 

tained and successful efforts made by the - | | KO i BA] 

management = all — = employees 

to increase the output of equipment CROSS RD a 

required by the fighting services, and also HOME: 203.5, O91.1, 449,1. 49.38 M. 

to the voluntary and ready help rendered 3.50.—B.B.C, Scottish Orchestra. 4.20.— 

by so many in connection with A.R-P., | Talking It Over: “'To meet my son, 

fire watching and other necessary e 3 S by a soldier. 4.30.—Cracker-Jack: 


high-speed snow. 5.0.—Welsh. tain OLYMPIAN’S FORECAST 


services 
. + T ss ~~ as é 
A splendid response was made to the eee Misael Announce ments Figures in parentheses are resuits of the most 
company’s War Savings. Association -o.—NOrwefian, -45.—The Wager: A'recent previous meetings of the teams on the same 
appeal. During the year membership 5 7 comedy. %7.15.—Carnival in Vienna, by grounds this season or last. The asterisk (*) indi- 
ipcreaned. tere Shan tam | ee oo Be ae Schumann, played by Clifford Curzon sates last sean a Opp 
weekly contributions between five and i Peer is Oa: FOOTB AL SOUND : FIRST MATCHES | 
six times. The investment, of course is ‘.40.— Curtain ; the amateur theatre; , Sheffield U. (—), v ewe astle | 3. 0 The agony of acid burning into your 
an attractive one for the smal) investor, (discussion). 8.25 ——The Old Familiar; 9 Tottenham (1 3. 0 stomach ! The bayonet-stab of pain 
but the company makes it ever ore so Phings; recollections and_ revivals.| FOURTH ROUND : RETURN MATCHES across your abdomen! How much 
by making a small contribution towards eens 9.0.—News. 9.20.—Talk. 9.35.—Finished : os eo woth Ped yh ne a ee pay acvan * Wank tar & eatauten loner & vou 
the cost of each certificate bought. ; Symphony: musical play. 10.35.—Read- LONDON CUP SECTION A nly knew. 1,198 doctors could tell 
! ing from Marcel Proust. 10.45.— 4 Br ‘ord (*4 Aldersho ( ini a you the remedy — RENNIES. The 
Gaelic. 10.55. — B.B.C. Northern ae to v Cr Palaces 3. 0 ta RENNIES themselves. Simply 
5 ‘3 Orchestra.- 11.30.—Geraldo and _his : Lonogn ie: scram . 5.0} - Sete ® couple of RENTS taniets Ons 
Orchestra. 12.0.—News. S eee tte" tae : [eo eae ‘Ket_and Noth them mt 
FORCES | FOOTBALL ‘LEAGUE SOUTH in water. No trouble or delay, Everv 
x Bright S 1d RENNIE tablet cont a oo rerfy] 
a = 2 342.1, 42.46 M. 1 Watt Li ‘Tow! AGUE 3.15 antacids which athe Gur atumncin anit 
4 5 4.0.—Quiz for the Forces. 4.30.—Home!| , Wea ReCiONAL ten * 25 in 80 seconds. Even lifelong sufferers 
Fey, oun ta ium ol 5.0.—Sandy Macpher SOD, | 1 ny, wres Ik st (5 Vv  Bhalew City (3 ot - © a 6 found comp er ee a RENNIES. 
theatre organ. 95.20.—B.B.C. Variety; 1 Portsm the £7 iene 78 3 0 t a 7d. packet o ‘NIES from your 
vere: TO- MORROW Orchestra. 6.0.—News. 6. 30. —Sport-| 2 Walsall (4) y “We ot Bro 7) W 3.45 nemi St ti oday. 2'- four ti mesas Muc n. 25 
t 3.0 p.m. ACROSS.—1, You blow up a tyre with it.| ing occasions recalled. 6.45.—Henry | i. Piece a iss ont HIOR CUP eee DIGESTIF Fo 
Adjoining Crayford Station 5, “Ditto Brother - ” 6 See 8 Down. Hall’s Guest Night 17.15.—The Exploits | LIVERPOOL SENIOR cuP R 
(S. Rly. Dartford Loop line) 7, A Pub tea lucky dip. 9. Home on| Se ee 20e— 7108-—-Radio Rhyth: 7 oo ‘NORTH REGIONAL LEAGUE 
© ' 7 -} . oa : : , u ‘ c 
Admission 1/6 & 3/- (Ladies 1/- & 1/6) wheels. 12 Certaih joint of meat.” 13.'89-B B.C. Military Band. 8.30. siitiemaass 1 Bamsley (5) v. Rotherham (5) -.... 3.15 
. we 4/ 4 Bradford C. (—) v. GrimsbyT. (—) ... 3. 
A ARNEL EEA TE ON Se HO Animal fat used in cooking. 14, Require.| and Strauss: B A. Northern Orches- | 4 Bui “7 sy (—) vy. Sheffield W. (—) ......... 3.35 
.5, Driea ones may be found in the pantry.| tra 9.0.—News S. 9.20.—Jack Payne; 1 Chester (7) ¥. New Brighton <0 Sess 3. ° 
| with his Orchestra 10.0.—James Bell,| * Poncaster (*2) v. Leeds Us (0). o-oo... a 
et : | alifax T.. (*( r. Chesterfield (2) ..... . @ 
BEFORE AND AFTER DOWN.—1, Small portions of butter | theatre organ. 10.20 - 11.0.—Jan. 1 2 ne ae ES haat" a yn “sit nae 45 IND RACING 
WAR DAMAGE 2,—— and this is used in place of it. 4,| Berenska and his Orchestra. | » Hul' City (5) v._ Middlesbrough ne 
This is usually made with oranges. 5, Con-| 2. ad eer (S) vy. Bury ae ries ae tale : : 
ee tainers for many foods. 8 and 6, Mother| St a da ' : Stockport C. (4) ¥. Rockaal = riers 
For full compensation for buildings and may make one for tea (two words).  10,| anaar. Qdutz 4 Tranmere R. (—) v. Bradford (—) A, 
eg Ag On gg? pee Fay er Fruit dish, like strawberry 11,/ , x Wrexham (2) v. Blackourn R =e oe 
BEFORE AS WELL AS AFTER DAMAGE. [|| ogee : ‘ : "| peed pie ee ee four newly. eeSCOTTISH LEAGUE CUP | aA 
Informative. Booklet explaining briefly and ROPOSagS. appointed Governors served on the Board) , \ijion R. (1) v. Hamilton (4) 3. 0 ‘ 
d without obli WEDNESDAY’S SOLUTION. ACROSS.— BOOK the ae Names, please. 2. List four, Clyde (0 ae ee 
STANL EY. “WOSS "& PILCHER, 1, Figs. 3, Ship 7, Fir. 8, Aspen. 9, yea i a eg a nn the ore 2 Dumbarton (2) v. Falkirk (1) ......00 3. 0 SATURDAYS at 2.300.m 
a ve Relic. 15, Ear. 16, Meal. 4. What is the ‘largest church” in. Britain? ; Motherwel ta) 3 Orde tO) on 3. 0 : p. 
Gervevers. aes won 17, Asia. DOWN.—1. Fife. 2, Gorse. 4,\4- : x Motherwell (2) v. Airdrie (0) ......s++0 3. 0} 
Emergency Tel. Glad, 6608. Hop. 5. Pink. 6, Paddock. 10, Weeds. 5. How = yt King Edward VII. when he! «x Partick (1. abd.) v. Celtic (1) .......se. 3. 0) UNDER NCRC RULES 
11, Arum. 12, Area. 14, Lea came to the throne? 1 St. Mirren (2) v. Morton (2) .....cccccceees 3. 0) 
' : 7 P Key on PAGE 12. | 2 Third Lanark (0) v. Rangers (1) ......... 3 
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agant Prices” for Cars 


Italian Legation Are Nursery un the Country FAILED TO 


Leaving Belgrade @? OG. hae Fate 
NAZI TROOPS ‘MARCH @ \) 5 0 RE FRR G2 evening stander Reporte 


THROUGH HUNGARY’ ff SSeS QR Ome yf Miter 2 


— “AS. > lc a ee =e CI second-hand cars are criticised 
Evening Standard Correspondent Bn ee og — ef.) ee h)h—h ee CCéin a report of the Select Com- 


BELGRADE, Friday. | Z oe ay = ee | is ~ are = Sd €& hae * : ail hs egy hack ane aa pene 
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Telephone Number: Central 3000 

Last night, in spite of bad weather, 
a strong force of the Bomber Com- 
FLEEING ITALIANS 


From these operations four of our 


Attacks on a smal! scale were made 
airplanes are missing. 


Much cloud and haze over the target 


made the observation of resuits diffi- 


Morgan 


be regarded as set-back but there was 
£18,229 


across the dry dock and several! fires 
nothing tragic about it. 
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ONE PENNY 


Hated LESS SHAVE 


HOPKINS TILL 2 a.m. 
U.S. MAY SUPPLY FO 


From Our Own 


Correspondent 


NEW YORK, Monday. 


HE return from London of Mr. Harry Hopkins 
has had an electric effect in Washington. 

All last night till 2a.m. and for the greater 

part of today President Roosevelt has heen in 


conference. 


First he saw Mr. Hopkins alone. 


Then he conferred 


with Mr. Hopkins, Col. Knox (Navy Secretary), Mr. Stimson 


(War Secretary), 


Mr, Wickard (Agriculture Secretary), 


U.S. Sends 
5,000-Mile 
Bomber 


By the Air Correspondent 


This is a picture of the first 
American Consolidated 
four - engined bomber — 
called the Liberator by 
the R.A.F.—now on its way 
to Britain. As stated in 
the News Chronicle yester- 
day, 26 are on ordey. and 
six are ready for imme- 
diate delivery. 

Britain has ordered a series 
" =e Consolidated flying- 


efficient long - range 
- bombers in the world. 
It is much bigger than any 
British bomber now in ser- 
vice with the R.A.F, 


Loaded, the Liberator weighs 
more than 18 tons, yet with 
four radial engines it has 
a top speed of 335 m.p.h. 
—which brings this huge 
machine almost into the 
fighter class. The range at 
a cruising speed below 300 
m.p.h, is 3,000 miles. 


Bombers like the Liberator 
will be able to range over 
the whole of Europe within 
the limited hours of dark- 
ness of the spring and 
summer. They will be 
supplemented by new 
British bombers like the 
four-engined Short Stir- 
ling, which are shortly to 
go into service. 


New eee of Night Fighters, 
Page Six 


Darian Offer to 
Laval Reported 


An unconfirmed report from 
Vichy last night was that 
Admiral Darlan had left by car 
for Paris to see Laval. 

Political sources said he was 
expected to offer Laval the 
position of Vice-President. 

Under this arrangement. 
Petain would remain Chief of 
State, but would turn over his 
additional powers as Chief of | 
the Government to Darlan. 

When the Associated Press 
correspondent at Vichy was 
answering the query, “ What will 
happen to Marshal Petain if 
Admiral Darlan hecomes Presi- 
dent of the Council ?” the Vichy 
censor cut off telephone com- 
munication with Berne, as the 
correspondent answered, “It is 
believed that Petain would step 


ic no war,” 
| Pe , 
: e Dut this down as a promise: 


Mr. Morgenthau (Treasury Secretary), 


Harold 
of the 


and Mr. 


Smith (Director 


Budget). 
Mr. Cordell Hull, Secretary of 
State, arrived later 


President Could 
Send Food Shipments 


After the conference Mr. 
Wickard indicated that food was 
one of the subjects discussed. 

Mr. allace, Vice-President, 

said that Britain may eventually 
need vast quantities of grain and 
meat. He indicated that it would 
be unnecessary to change the 
language of the present Bill to 
enable the President to send 
food shipments. 
Mr. Steven Early, the Presi- 
dent’s secretary, explained thus: 
“The President is taking time 
by the forelock. When the 
Lease-Lend Bill passes many of 
the arrangements will be set and 
ready.” 


Lease-Lend Bill 


The Bill entered on its last lap 
when the Senate debate opened 
eae It may be law in ten 


da 
pening the debate, Senator 
Barkley said that if the United 


“we shall some day 
or 


defeat Hitler, 
have to surrender to him 
defeat him over here.” 
Senator Taft said, “ I say if war 
is imevitable if England falls, 
then we ought to go to war.” 


‘* America Will Not 
Let England Fall ”’ 


“The American people will 
not let England fall, call it war 
declared Senator 


America will not let England 
fall.” 
Public opinion, he declared, 
was solidly behind the Lease- 
Lend Bill and would go even 
further if the assistance autho- 
7 by the Bill was not enough. 
opkins, it now appears, 
has S Rrdkaeeet back a very compre- 
hensive report on Britain’s most 
immediate needs, and the Presi- 
dent is making ‘preparations to 
meet these needs as far as he can 
7 in the minimum time pos- 
sible. 


Ambassador Is 


Leaving Soon 


Meanwhile Mr. John G. 
Winant said today that he will 
leave by air for Lisbon to take 
u» his new job as Ambassador 
to Britain late this week or early 
next week. 


Debate details Page Three 


Home Guard Scheme 
For Zone M.0.s. 


A new scheme of medical ser- 
vice for the Home Guard is being 
discussed by the War Office and 
the B.M.A. 

This will probably provide for 
local medical officers covering 
zone areas and administering to 
several battalions. 

Already, in many battalions, 
voluntary medical service is 
being given by doctors who have 
the raygk of officers. 


On Last Lap ; 


States did not help Britain to]. 


Nazis Prepare To 


Gross Danube 


DUTGH BARGES MASSED 
TO FORM BRIDGES 


Late last night it was reported from the Bulgaro-Rumanian 
frontier that the Germans had brought strings of barges up the 


Danube. 
passage Of troops. 


and fuel have been. gathered. 


These, it was said, could ‘ting used to form bridges for the 
On the Bulg: irian side of the river stocks of food 


A Bulgaro-Turkish declaration signed yesterday pledged the 
two nations to abstain from any aggression against t each other. 


From JOHN 


SEGRUE 


RUSTCHUK, BULGARIAN DANUBE PORT, MONDAY. 
HIS MORNING IT WAS LEARNED THAT THE GERMANS HAD 


STARTED TO BRING UP RIVER DUTCH BARGES WHICH, WHEN 
CLAMPED TOGETHER, WILL DOUBTLESS SERVE AS BRIDGES 
FOR THE PASSAGE OF TROOPS. 


There are big stocks of food and fuel on the Bulgarian side of the river 
and buildings have been requisitioned for quartering German patrols when 


LONDON PLEASED BY TURKS 
STATEMENT THAT PLEDGES 
TO BRITAIN STAND 


By VERNON BARTLETT 


HE news reached London yesterday of a treaty 
of friendship signed by the Governments of 
Turkey and Bulgaria. 

The timing of this agreement supplies the Nazis with 

an opportunity of propaganda of which they are already 


making full use. 


obligations towards Britain. 


It is therefore important to insist that 
the Turks have emphasised that it in no way affects their 


It has been obvious for some time that the Turkish Army 


would not march into Bulgaria 
to meet the Germans there, but 
would concentrate on defending 
its national interests on its own 
chosen ground. The same argu- 
ment, of course, applies to the 
British forces. Therefore the new 


agreement does not seem to alter 
the existing situation in fact. 


INITIATED BY TURKS 


I believe that the negotiations 
now brought to an end by the 
Signature of this document 
began some time ago at Turkey’s 
request, when it still seemed 
probable that the Bulgarians 
might be encouraged to take 
action to prevent German 
infiltration. 

Events, however, have moved 
faster than the negotiations. 
The refusal to conclude them, 
despite the changed circum- 
stances, would have strengthened 
the fear felt in some Bulgarian 
circles that an attack was to be 
a from the Turkish 
ide 

It must be repeated that full 
satisfaction is expressed in 
London over the clause in which 
Turkey states her close under- 
standing with Great Britain. 


TERMS TO BELGRADE 
In the absence of. confirmation 


‘of the reported terms dictated by 


Hitler to the Yugo-Slavs, theré¢ is 
considerable hesitation in London 
to comment upon them. 

And no wonder! For it must 
be remembered that the Nazis 
have started more rumours in 


Turn to Back Page, Col. Three 


In Abyssinia ‘“ our 
ment towards Gondar has 
been resumed,” it was stated, 


and ‘‘in the area east of | 


tinue their penetration.” 

In Italian Somaliland, “ enemy 
forces have now been driven 
back to the line of the Juba 
river. Meanwhile quantities of 
guns and war materials of al! 


Kismayu (port at the mouth of 


NO ITALIANS IN SUDAN, 
KENYA, OR EGYPT 


With the fall of Kurmuk no Italians now remain on the 
soil of Egypt, the Sudan or Kenya, except as prisoners, said 
last night’s communiqué from G.H.Q., Cairo. 


MmOvVe- |; 


Lake Rudolf our troops con- | 


lorries and tanks, 


kinds taken with the capture of 


air bases, lines of commun! Ci yes 


|! and British motorised units.” it j 


added. 

German version is 
;planes ‘destroyed numerous 
and set fire to 
and tents,’ and 
that “troop concentrations at 
Benghazi were successfully 
attacked by German aircraft” On 
Sunday night 


tha. tiaelr 


i fuel oil tanks 


| 


| confidence in their 


‘countries 
| economic 


| like 
| their 
i spired by 


ition ol 


they do cross the river. 


In Sofia, however, the 
behaviour of Nazi agents 
gives no clue to Hitler’s in- 
tentions and numerous spies, 
propaganda agents and so- 
called business-men drink 
cocktails  ostentatiously 
and gossip together in hotel 
lounges or go from shop to 
shop buying up chocolate, 
soap, coffee and other com- 
modities not yet rationed. 


Foreigners Flee 


the Country 


The flight of foreigners from 
Sofia gecontinues, and this morn- 
ing, ‘as on Saturday, people 
queued up at the police head- 
uurters’to get exit visas. 

Among the many democratic, 
and therefore pro-British poli- 
ticians in Bulgaria there is much 
uneasiness regarding their per- 
sonal safety. 


Terms of Bulgaro- 
Turkish Declaration 


The Bulgarian-Turkish statement signed 


ANKARA, Monday. 
in Ankara 


today by M. Sarajoglu, Turkish Foreign Minister, and M. 
Kyroff, Bulgarian Minister in Ankara, says : 

“The Turkish and Bulgarian Governments, having 
noted the happy results obtained in exchanges of views 
which they have frequently undertaken in order to define 
the direction of their foreign policy in relation to their 
mutual interests as well as their common aims, and in order 


to maintain intact the con- 
fidence and friendship be- 
tween the two countries : 

“Faithful to their pact of 
friendship which aims at 
inviolable peace and sincere and 
perpetual friendship between 
Turkey and Bulgaria; 

“Desirous of continuing 
towards each other this policy of 
confidence which has served to 
assure in the most. difficult 
moments peace and calm through 
mutual respect of their security; 
“IN THE LIGHT OF EVENTS” 


“Have decided to initiate a 
new exchange of views in the 
light of events, and have reached 
agreement on the following 
points, without prejudice to their 
contracted undertakings with 
other countries : 

“ 1.—Turkey and Bulgaria con- 
sider it an unchanging basis of 
their foreign policy to abstain 
from any aggression: 

“2.—The two Governments are 
inspired by the most friendly 
intentions towards each 


and develop still. further 
relations 
sood neighbourliness ; 
“3.—The two 
declare themselves 
appropriate means to 
trade relations between the 
to the maximum 
compatible with 
structure ° 
“*“4.—The two 
to hope that 
two countries 
the 
confiaence. 
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DANUBE BURSTS 
DYKES: 30,000 
FORCED TO QUIT 


About 1,200 square miles of 
Hungary have been flooded by 
water from the Danube, which 
has burst protective dykes at 
five points, said Budapest radio 
last night. 

Twelve 
evacuated, 


been 
com- 
houses 
30,000 


villages have 
and others 
pletely isolated. Many 
have collapsed. More than 
seople have been evacuate d. 

Fifteen military planes yester- 
day bombed the ten-mile barrier 
of ice blocking the Danube north 
of Budapest which is causing the 
floods. 

The situation is 
critical in ce 
the water is already on a 
with the top of protective 
—Reuter and B.U.P. 
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Flight - Lieut. JOHN 
CUNNINGHAM, D.F.C., it 
was learned yesterday, was 
the pilot who shot down a 
Heinkel loaded with incen- 
diaries in South - West 
England on Saturday. 

Aged 23, he won his 
D.F.C. in January for 
destroying two other night 
raiders, 

He is an Old Whitgiftian 
whose home is at Croydon. 
‘TIT have been lucky,” is the 
only comment he has made 
to his widowed mother on 
his successes. 


Watchers 
Beat Fire 
Blitz 


Be SIDERS dropped 
hundreds’ of fire 
bombs on several Lon- 
don districts last night, 
but fire-watchers rapidly 


beat them out. 

It seemed as if the Ger- 
mans were trying to ring 
London with fires, but they 
were foiled by the men and 
women of the capital. 

Street fire parties pounced on 


the bombs almost as soon as they 
hit the ground. 


WOMEN PLAY THEIR PART 


Women kept _ stirrup-pumps 
supplied with water. Some of 
the women, protecting them- 
selves with dust-bin lids, tackled 
the bombs alone. 

In one district a church caught 
fire, and two fires were started in 
another area. All were quickly 
under control. 

Incendiaries were also 
showered on widely separated 
districts in South-East England. 
They fell in open country. 

Three houses were wrecked 
and two women killed when 
high explosive bombs’ were 
dropped on a London district. 
“Raiders passed” was sounded 
before midnight. 


TWO BOMBERS DOWN 


German planes were also 
reported over East Anglia and 
Liverpool. 

An enemy 


bomber was 


destroyed in the Home Counties | 


last night. One of the crew was 
Killed. The rest baled out and 
were captured. 

The wreckage was strewn over 


an area of 200.square yards, and 


what 
shells 
time. 


were cannon 


apparently 
kept 


the 
was 


sea off 
raider 


a Ju.88 
Norfolk coast. 


into the 
The 


one of three which attempted to} 


bomb and machine-gun.a town. 

The other enemy 
Ju.i Si and a Do.17 
damaged. 


B.B.C. To Ghange 


Interval Signal 


The B.B.C. interval 
the three notes B.B.C.—is to go. 

It will be replaced by a bolder 
and more vigorous call sign. 

No decision is likely for 
days because the senior 
the B.B.C. have been given the 
opportunity of putting forward 
their own proposals. 

Some of the sugges 
previously may be 
again. 

The Se 
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tions made 
considered 
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the King ” 
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(;od Save 
national song. 
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PRINCE UMBERTO REFUSES 
TO BE CHIEF OF STAFF 


By 


a Special Correspondent 


neutral source I hear that 


| Poland ; 


exploding for some 


In the afternoon Spitfires shot | 


planes—a 
—— Were | 


some | 
staff of | 


or 


will be} 


BRINDIS! AND SIGILY 
AERODROMES HIRED 


R.A.F. Leaflets 


On Poland In 


Longest Offensive Flight 


R.A.F. 


attacks on many fronts and the longest 
offensive flight of the war—1,800 miles 


to Poland and back with leaflets—were announced 


officially last night. 
Blows were 
Albania, 
in occupied territory. 
Here are latest details: 


POLAND 


The dropping of leaflets in the 
Katowice and Cracow areas of 
Poland on Saturday night was 
revealed in an Air Ministry com- 
munique. 

It is not the first flight over 
but neither of the two 
previous flights—both in March, 
1940—penetrated to such a 
depth. Saturday night’s raid 
beats the previous record for 
long-distance flights by our 
bombers—to Danzig last Novem- 
ber, when the railway was 
bombed. The return trip to 
Danzig is 1,600 miles ; to Cracow 
and back, as the crow flies, is 
1,800 miles. 

A communique from R.A.F. 
Middle East gives other details. 


SICILY 


“Aerodromes in Sicily were 
attacked by bomber aircraft of 
the R.A.F. on the night of 
February 15-16. 

“Hangars and administrative 
buildings at Catania were 
bombed causing several fires. 

“Some aircraft on the ground 
were set on fire. 

“At Cosimo bombs fell on dis- 
persed aircraft resulting in fires 
and explosions 

“Hangars at Gela got 
hits 

“On their return journey our 
aircraft machine-gunned _ the 
beacon station at Capre Passero. 


direct 


ITALY 


“On the same night, Brindisi 
aerodrome was attacked. Several 
hangars were set on fire, and a 
large red explosion was seen 


Turri to Back Page, Col. Five 


delivered 
Sicily and in Italy itself; and at Germany 


— 


Italy in Africa, 


at 


-——= 


LATE NEWS 


NEW GREEK PUSH 


Greek troops nave iaade new : 
advances in the central sector of 
the front. according to Athens 
radio (quoted by Reuter). 

An Italian stronghold on a 
5,000ft. height fell into Greek 
hands. Further north advance 
elements of the Greek army 
ejected the enemy from a num- 
ber of strongly-held positions, 
capturing over 300 prisoners and 
large quantities -of- material. 


—_—_ 


LONDON BLACK-OUT 
6.50 p.m.—7.37 a.m, 


= 


THE MAN WHO 
SAVED BRITAIN. 


The story of 
SYDNEY CAMM, 
designer of the 

Hurricane. 
See Page Four. 


Tomorrow 
MAJOR FIELDING 
ELIOT, 
the leading American 
military expert 


BEST 
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PREVENTS 


INFLUENZA 


INVASION 


Every member of the 


ion.” = | From an unimpeachable family sleausial gargle iis 
| Crown Prince Umberto, heir to the Italian throne, has again | 
irefused Mussolini’s offer of the post of Chief of the General | 
Support ) Stuy. ee oe 
5 eee rhe post was held by Badoglio until his resignation. The 

“*’ Duce had also suggested that the King should promote the | 
Crown Prince to be a First Marshal of Italy, an honour held 
only by the King and Musso- 
} lini. This was also declined. | 


friction \A 


aside to become .. .”—A.P. 


the Juba) are being checked.” eryt declarat 


LIBYAN OASIS 

The Cairo communique 
nounces that in Eritrea and | 
Libya there is no change, but | 
yesterday’s Italian communique 
says General Wavell’s men have | 
been attacking the oasis of 
Giarabub, in the Libyan desert 
about 150 miles south of Tobruk. 

Rome says that “the enemy, | 
using considerable - mechanised 
forces. attacked the 


thi pres 


Reute) 
ce teak be 


Women Plead to Enter 
French Somaliland 


Aden, Mond: 
and Italian women 
are crowded along the 
|French Somaliland begging 
permission to enter the country, Th i ep : od 

laccording to information ° re- oi Vins. gaia ee Besid 
oasis with! ceived from Jibuti regaraed as a German diplomatic my 
great violence on Wednesday A numbe Italian officers | SUC! 
and Friday ot last week.” It! are said to be with them 
claims that the attacks Were | The French atuthoritie ? 
broken by the “heroic resistance” | stated. have so fa 
of the Italian troops them cross the bo 

“Units of the German Air! Food is. already earc 
Force violently bombed enemy/ French Somaliland.—Reuter 


night and morning with a 

little SANITAS in water. 

The WORLD’S antiseptic 
and germicide. 


PVs V8: 


> PURCHASE TAX) 


Ali- 


if Sir Nevile Had Two 
Cartridges 


Sir Nevile Henderson, British 
Ambassador in Berlin at the out- 
break of war, told Oxford 
University Conservatives last 
night: 

“If you gave me a shotgun and 
two cartridges and told me the 
las. thing I should do should be 
to shoot two people, I should 
shoot first Himmler and_ then 
Ribbentrop, both in the stomach. 

“Then I think J should brain 
Hitler with the butt.” 


Soviet 


SOkLA Vionday Poiutical 
‘Several thous- | ¢ recies here lieve that Turke 
and chil dre: N} and Bulgaria will now withdraw 
borde ah ithe troops massed their com- 
OY 
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a aan — 


irontier. 


SPRAY YOUR ROOMS 
AND SHELTER DAILY 
WITH SANITAS. 
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Senate 
Opens Aid 
Bill Debate 


WASHINGTON, 
Monday. 


ITH the declaration 

that ‘fa German 
victory would place in 
the hands of the Nazis 
the weapons with which 
to destroy us,’’ Senator 
Alben Barkley, leader of 
the Democratic majority 
in the Senate, opened the 
debate on the Lease- 
Lend Bill. 


Senator Barkley intro- 
duced the measure, 
which has _— already 

assed through the 

ouse of Kepresenta- 
tives. 

“The only way to stop 
Hitler is to defeat him,” said 
Senator Barkley. 

Senator Barkley said this was 
not a war merely of boundaries. 
It was not a war merely to re- 
lieve minorities of some injustice 
inflicted on them by boundary 


lines. 

“This,” he continued, “may 
have been the pretext on which 
the war was begun. But it is a 
war of ideas and philosophies, a 
war to impose on the world a 
system of moral, economic and 
political controls to which it has 
never been subjected in history. 
These controls are diametrically 
opposed to the doctrine of self- 
government, Christianity, and 
any form of religion except the 
worship of the State.” 


AT THE PEACE TABLE 


Senator Austin said: “We 
have so great a stake—even: 
though we would not be belli- 
gerent—that we must have a 
representative at the peace 
table. 

Our aims are these—to lift 
from the world this system of 
collectivism, this. system of 
barter. We must preserve the 
free system of capitalism in an 
adjusted form which would be 
more equitable.” 

The United States will go to 
war if necessary to prevent a 
German conquest of Britain, 
declared Senator Claude Pepper 
(Democrat, Florida), a_ strong: 
supporter of the war. 


B.U.P. and Exchange 


Head and shoulders above 


the city’s defences. 


both Italian and Abyssinian, the 6ft. 8in. Duke of Aosta 
strolls round Addis Ababa with hands in his pockets. 
Italian censor-approved caption says he was inspecting 
The Duke of Aosta, cousin of the 
King of Italy, is Viceroy of Abyssinia 


the members of his party, 


Greeks Force 


Heavy blows were dealt 


aerodrome. 


Italians were forced to 
retreat from a number of 
Strongholds and that new 
mountain heights had been 
taken at the point of the 
bayonet. 


Latest reports from the front 
say the Italians are fighting des- 
perately, groups surrendering 
only after being completely en- 
circled. 

In the Northern and coastal 


sectors pressure is maintained.— 


|News Chronicle Correspondent 


and A.P. 


In Five-day Offensive 


Further advances by Greek troops in a general five-day 
offensive were reported here today. 


Central sector, combined with strong Allied air attacks on 
enemy concentrations at the rear, 


It was reported from the Central sector that the 


Italians Back 


ATHENS, Monday. 


at the Italians on the vital 


and on Brindisi 


Tokio Has Called In German 
Technicians, Says Matsuoka 


greater prosperity of 

In answer to questions on the 
functions of the commission, he 
placed special emphasis on the 
work of a joint-economic com- 
mittee for the development 0 
peace-time industries which 
might play an important part in 
national defence. 

[Note.—Establishment of tech- 
nical commissions was provided 
for in the 10-Year Tripartite Pact 
signed in Berlin on September 27 
last, and members of these com- 
missions were to meet without 
delay. The pact was one of 
mutual assistance and provided 
for the assistance by al' military, 
political and economic means if 
one of the three parties should 
be attacked by a Power at pre- 
sent not involved in the Euro- 
pean war or the Sino-Japanese 
conflict. It was with a view to 
implementing this provision that 
technical commissions were to 
be set up.] 

THE OTHER VOICE 


Meanwhile Tokio Foreign 
Office’s other voice was talking. 

Mr. Chuichi Ohashi, Japanese 
Vice - Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, told the House of Repre- 
sentatives Accounts Committee 
yesterday that the Pacific Powers 
were unduly “ nervous ” over the 
Far Eastern situation, and added 
that Japan hoped to achieve ‘her 
rights in the South Seas without 
“ resorting to force.” 

The Japanese and Nether- 
lands East Indies Economic Con- 
ference would he re-opened soon 
in Batavia as a result of conver- 
sations in Tokio. 


B.U.P. and A.P. 


R. MATSUOKA, Japanese Foreign Minister, 
appealed for pubfic support for the importation of German 
nicians, and any other undertaking by the Japanese Government in 

connection with the establishment of a joint economic-military mission, 

He said Japan is taking steps to 

between hertelf, Germany and Italy, 
committees are already at work. 


The joint economic-military commission, 
agreater East Asia. 


implement 


he 


declared, 


in Tokio yesterday 
tech- 


the Three-Power Pact 


and that German-Japanese military 


was necessary for the 


Japan Has No Grievances With 
Australia, Declares Gonsul 


A very friendly tone 
Japanese Consul-General in 
issued yesterday. 


peaceful negotiation. 


RETURN TICKET 
TO BERLIN 


Genera] 
Oshima, new 
Japanese Am- 
Dassador, 
arrived in Ber- 
lin yesterday, 

He resigned 
from the. post 
in August, 1939, 
following the 
conclusion of 
the Soviet- 
German pact, 
and Was _ suc- 
ceeded by Mr. 
Kurusu, whom 
he now in his 
turn succeeds, 
Reuter. 


Hiroshi 
Oshima 


Italians in U.S.A. Denounce False 
Leaders of Their Countr 


From ROBERT WAITHMAN 


* 


NEW YORK, Monday. 


One of the most interesting happenings of the past 24 hours in New York has 
been a meeting at which 1,500 Italian Americans gathered to denounce Mussolini 


and call for the “ unmasking of Italy’s false leaders.” | 
The meeting was held by the Mazzini Society, which is one of the most Libera! 


of the dozens of Italian socie- 
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For the Londoners Meals 


restaurants or the catering 


Hall SEL 


The County Hall, 
London, S.E.1 


London County Council for the Ministry of Food, 


2590 COOKS 


men and women, for meals centres principally North- 
East, South-East and East of London. 


Only those who have had previous experience in 


WAGES—FOR MEN, £4 a week, with special 
allowances for those with special ability 
and experience. 

FOR WOMEN, according to trade union 


tates, with special allowances for those 
with special ability and experience. 


Application should be made in writing only, stating 
age, qualifications and previous experience, to the 
Chief Officer-in-Charge Meals Services, The County 


Service organised by the 


trade should apply. 


E. C. H. SALMON. 
Clerk of the Council. 
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15 Varieties: Tomato, Oxtail, Mock Turtle, Green 
Pea, Lentil, Celery, Chestnut, Kidney, Hare, Scotch 
Broth, White Vegetable, Onion, Mulligatawny, Pea, 
Mushroom. 2d. size gives two large piatefuls ; 


Sid. size gives six. 


GTON’S 
Soups 


COMPANY 


NOTICES 


CML-EAN BONDS IN U.S.A. DOLLAR 
CURRENCY 


. N. M. ROTHSCHILD and SONS 
that they are authorised to 
for payment a e ra 15. 
pa “ potpens from Bond of $1 
r sions of the Chilean 
January, 1935, and 
October uhQ38. 


Messrs 


vey 


a tne prov 
0. 5 of 3ist 
24th C c 

DA 

Nov. 1, 1936 
May 1, 1937 
Oct. 1, 1936 

and 

April 1, 1937 
Aug. 1, 1936 


and 
Feb. 1, 1937 
Jan. 1, 1937 


and 
July 1, 1937 
Sept. 1, 1936 
an 
Mar. l, 1987 
Sept. 1, 1936 
and 
Mar. 1, 1937 
Nov. 1, 1936 
and 
May 1, 1937 
Feb. 9, 1937 
an 
Aug. 9, 1937 
Dec. 31, 1936 
an 
June 30, 1937 


AN. 
REPUBLIC OF CHILE 
Twenty-Year 7% External 
Loan Sinking Fund Bonds, 
dated November 1, 1922. 
R C OF O 


EP HILE 
6% External inking Fund 
Bonds, dated Oct. 1, 1926. 
REPUBLIC OF CHILE 
6% External Sinking Fund 
Bonds, dated Feb, 1, 1927. 
REPUBLIC OF CHILE 
Railway Refunding Sink- 
ing Fund 0 xternal 
Bonds, dated Jan. 1, 1928. 
REPUBLIC OF CHIL 
External an 

und 6% nds, 

Tet. 1, 28. 

REPUBLIC OF CHILE 
External Loan  Sinkin 
Fun Bonds, date 
March 1, 1929 


2 : 
REPUBLIC OF CHILE 
External Loan’ Sinking 
Fund 6% Bonds, dated 
May 1, 1930. 
WATER COMPANY OF 
VALPARAISO 6% Bonds, 
Guaranteed Loan of 1915, 
dated Dec. 8, 1915. 
MORTGAGE BANK OF 
CHILE Guaranteed Sink- 
ing Fund 6l2% Bonds, 
dated June 30, 1925. 
MORTGAGE BANK OF Dec. 31, 1936 
CHILE Guaranteed Sink- an 
ing Fund 654% June 30, 1937 
1926, dated June 30, ? 
MORTGAGE ANK OF Oct. 31, 1936 
CHILE Guaranteed Sink- and 
ing Fund 6% Bonds of April 30, 1937 
1928, dated April 30 1928. 
MORTGAGE BANK OF Nov. 1, 1936 
CHILE Guaranteed Sink- and 
ing Fund 6% Bonds of May 1, 1937 
1929, dated May 1, 1929. 
MORTGAGE ANK OF 
CHILE Guaranteed Five 
Year 6% Agricultural 
Notes of 1926, dated Dec. 
31, 1926. 

CHILEAN CONSOLIDATED 
MUNICIPAL LOAN Thirty- 
"% External 

Bonds, 

A, dated Sept. ! 


CITY OF SANTIAGO, 
CHILE. Twenty-One-Year 
1% » mage Be Sinking Fund 
Bonds, dated Jan. 2, 1928. 
CITY OF SANTIAGO 17% 
External Sinking Fun 

of 1930, 


Supplement- 
ary Coupons 
No. 10 and 
No. 13 * 
Mar. 1, 1937 
an 
Sept. 1, 1937 


a 
Jan. 2, 1937 
and 
July 2, 1937 
Nov. 1, 1936 


d an 
Bonds dated May l, 19% 
May 1, 1930 
Payment will be made in Sterling, at 
the rate of exchange on New York cur- 


coupons, which, where possible, should be 
presented in unsevered pairs. 

The above payments are to be made 
only in respect of b and coupons 
Dtinte iegends to iudicste that they wave 
riate legen ca a 
pssented» to the provisions of Law No. 


‘4 


with al] unpai@ coupons 0 
stamping in evidence of assent to the 
provisions of Law No. 5580. 

In order to obtain. the payment at the 
rate of $15.39 per $1,009 bond mentioned 
above, holders of unassented bonds must 
assent to the provisions of Law No, 5580 
by presenting their bonds and the relative 
coupons for stamping on or before 31st 
December, 1941, and must deliver with- 
out additional payment all the coupons 
previously announced for payment under 
Law No. 5580, The sums reserved for 
the payment of the interest now 
announced which relate to bonds which 
are not assented to the form of service 
provided by Law No. 5580 on or before 
8ist December, 1941; will be added to the 
funds of the next year available for 
amortisation. (See reference below to 
Decree No. 3753.) Bondholders who s0 
assent after 3lst December, 1941, will 
only have the right to receive those 
annual interest payments which may be 
declared with respect to the year in 
which assent is given and all subsequent 
payments, and will be required to deliver, 
in order to receive payne, the coupons 
corresponding to the annual payments 
then received and also, and without 
additional payment, the earlier coupons 
previously announced for payment under 
Law No. 5580. Consequently, only bond- 
holders who have assented on or before 


to receive the payment now announced 

Following the destructive earthquake of 
January, 1939, Law No. 6334 of the 
Republic provided for the creation of the 
Reconstruction and Relief Corporation to 
reconstruct the devastated areas and of 
the Production Development Corporation 
to formulate a plan for the development 
of national production. Thereafter the 
sharp curtailment of exports due to the 
present war compelled the Executive 
Power to adopt Decree No. 3753 of 
December 3, 1940. providing for the tem- 
porary assignment to the purposes of 
Law No. 6334 of funds reserved for the 
amortisation of bonds under Law No 
5580. A translation of Decree No. 3753 
is printed on the letters of transmittal. 

Every presenter will be required to fill 
up a letter of transmittal in duplicate 
and a form of recapitulation Showing the 
amount claimed. opies of these letters 
and forms of recapitulation can be 
obtained on application. 

New Court, St. Swithin’s Lane, London 


rent on the dav of presentation, five 
clear days after surrender of the 


E.C.4. 
17th February, 1941. 


The warnings are 
Urinary Trouble 
Nagging Backache 
Rheumatic Pains 


EVER trifle with kid- 
ney ailments. Relieve 

backache, rheumatic pains, 
urinary and _ bladder: 
weakness, aching muscles 
and joints, getting up at nights, 
puffy eyes and dizzy attacks before 
they can become more serious. 

The cause in each case is a 
poisoned condition due to thee 
failure of weak or congested 
kidneys to filter impurities and 
wastes from the blood. 

Take Doans brand Backache 
Kidney Pills. This special kidney 
remedy cleanses, strengthens and 


1/5, 3/5, 5/8 «nel. tax’ 


** Ever Picture 
tells Story ’’ 


stimulates the kidney filters so 
that blood purity is retored and 
ease and comfort are tgained. 


Join the Thouands 
Kept Well by Bans 
“My Backache Goe,”’ “No 
Rheumatism now,” ‘Health is 
fine’? are typical tbutes to 
Doans Pills. You carrely upon 
a medicine that has een used 
and publicly recomrended by 
50,000 grateful men ad women. 


Ask your Chemist fe 


DOANS 
Backache Kidney Pills 


81st December. 1941, will have the right | 


| on 


| 


| Taranto, 
' well as all stations in the 


Kidney Strain! @=) 


} announcement 


ties which flourish in New 
York. 

There were loud cries of 
“No! No! No!” from the 
audience when at question 
time someone suggested that 


ing Victor Emmanuel 


duld be restored to power. 
Bs BE TO BLAME” 
ong the speakers at this 
meeting were Professor Gaetano 
Salvemini, of Harvard, Professor 
Borgese, of Chicago University, 
Professor Ascoli, of New York, 
and Signor Carlo Sforza, who 
was Minister of Foreign Affairs 
in Italy before Mussolini came 
along. 

“The defeats that have been 
suffered are not defeats of the 
Italian people,” said Professor 
Salvemini. “ They are defeats of 
generals, big industrialists, high 
magistrates, the King, the last 
two Popes, cardinals, archbishops 
and bishops and profiteers.” 

Italian Americans might well 
bring very considerable influence 
to bear on the Italian people. 
Their power is not lessened by 
the fact that Italy derives a 
considerable part of her annual! 
dollar resources from remittances 


Rome Now Denies 
Rail Stoppage 


Italian authorities declared 
yesterday that the report of the 


suspension of railway goods 
trafic in Southern Italy was 
“false.” The newspaper pub- 
lishing the report, they indicated 
would be required to correct it. 


The A.P. Rome correspondent 
Saturday 


nouncement that acceptance of 


goods had been suspended on the | 


lines connecting Brindisi. Bari. 
Foggia and Lecce. as 
| pro- | 
vinces of Naples, because of the | 
~“ present transportation situation 

and forwarding  difficulties.”— | 
[American reports linked this | 
: With the landing 
In Southern Italy of British para- 
chute troops. ] 


HOME SERVICE | 
1474 Ko., 203.5 M.; 767 Ke., 391.1 M.; | 


| 668 Ke, 449.1 M.; 6.075 Mec., 49.38 M. | 
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is adopted by Mr. 


| former 
'has been dismissed by the Ger- 


Akiyama, 
Sydney, in a statement he 


“There are,” he declares, “no particular grievances 
between Australia and Japan which cannot be solved by 
Experience has indicated that the 


problems which are disturb- 
ing relations between Japan 
and Australia come from 
outside. 

“It is felt that the cables 
Indicating that the position 
in the Pacific was grave, were 
sent maliciously and insin- 
cerely in order to stir up 
alarm. 

“ Despite reports that 
British and Americans have 
been requested to leave 
Japan, I can state that 
foreigners there generally 
are carrying on their business 
as usual.” 

Concerned over the trend of 
events in the South Pacific, 
President Roosevelt’s adminis- 
tration yesterday was hurrying 
its plans for the naming of 
America’s first Minister to New 
Zealand. 

It was learned that the Presi- 
dent would select an outstand- 
ing career diplomat who is fully 
conversant with problems of the 
Far East. 

B.U.P. and A.P. 


30,000 Flee From 
Santander Fire 


The $feat storm in Spain 
and Portugal has so far 
claimed 500 victims, accord- 
ing to the Swiss radio, 

Railway traffic throughout 
almost the whole of Spain has 
been disorganised 

huge fire was yesterday 
threatening to destroy a large 
section of Santander following a 
hurricane 

Radio appeals from Santander 
for help were made to the fire 
departments of Bilbao Vitoria 
Burgos and Valledolid. 

San Sebastian radio reported 
yesterday that 30,000 Santander 
people were forced from their 
homes. 

Among hundreds of buildings 
reported destroyed or badly 
damaged were the thirteenth 
century cathedral, the Bank of 
Spain and the Customs House. 


TRAIN BLOWN AWAY 


Terrific winds blew an electric 
train from a_ bridge over the 
River Urola, near Zumaya, be- 
tween Bilbao and San Sebastian. 
Fifteen bodies heve been re- 
covered, while 120 persons were 
injured, The engine and two 
coaches fell into the water 
below. Eight other 
struck the river bank. 

Many people have lost their 
lives in Portugal. 

So far 20 ships are reported 
lost. off Lisbon, and in Lisbon 
itself the damage is particularly 
Pili «8 Exchange, and 


Germans Dismiss 
Dr. Colijn 


Dr. Hendrik Colijn, 71-year-old 
Dutch Prime Minister, 


mans from the editorship of the 
Conservative newspaper “De 
Standaard,” it was learned in 
London last night. 
The Germans say Dr. Bo tiin 
“will not adapt himself to the 


;new 


C4 : reported a Rome | seh 
Ministry of Communications an- | "©WSpaper to be suppressed by | 
'the German invaders of Holland. | 


i warf 


conditions.’ 
The “ Standaard ” was the first 


Axis Admirals Meet 


3 Admiral! Raeder, German Navy 
hief, and Admiral 


two-day conference 
Berlin wireless states. 
communique, quoted by § the 
wireless, states that thev reached 
full agreement on united naval] 


are for the future.—B.U.P. 


in taly, 
An official] 
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' much like the ’flu. 
| Keep going at work 
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coaches 


| ; Ricardi, 
Italian Navy Chief. have had a/| 


'up the at- 
| tack by the 
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‘ASPRO’ kept me 


my wife to make me a hot 


r ¢ 
The supreme 
war-time Vitamin Tonic 


You cannot afford to feel only half well 
today — the country cannot afford it either. 
You need to be ‘fighting fit’ all day, and 
sometimes right through the night. In 
‘Supavite’ lies a quick and simple way to 
better health. 

‘Supavite’ provides an abundance of vita- 
mins A, B,, B,(G), C, D and E all of which you 
MUST have EVERY day if you are to be 
100% healthy, with all your bodily organs 
working at their highest efficiency. 


C & Buoy 
‘Supavite’ supplies 
vitamins to increase your 
staying power — iron 
and calcium to enrich 
your blood and help 
your heart. 

Minerals as well as Vitamins e 


Further, ‘Supavite’ contains iron, calcium 
and phosphorus, ingredients which ensure 
that you get the utmost good from this wealth 
of vitamins and which enrich the blood, build 
strong bones and teeth, help the heart’s action 
and preserve the healthy balance of the 
body’s fluids. 
Few people —grown-ups or children—get #4 a 4 
enough vitamins in their food. They suffer Nerves? She’s never 
from vitamin hunger, the main cause of heard of them. - Since 
debility, weak nerves, lassitude, depression, ‘h¢ started taking 


: ‘Supavite’” she gets 
lack of appetite and gastric troubles, through a full day’s 


work with ease. 
Your health improves at once | 


‘Supavite’ gives absolute protection against 
vitamin hunger and its debilitating effects. 
As soon as you start taking ‘Supavite’ the 
symptoms of vitamin deficiency begin to 
disappear and your health improves. Make 
the test yourself — take a course of ‘ Supavite’ 
and you will be surprised how much more 
vigorous and alert you feel both physically 
and mentally. 

‘Supavite’ will give you easier digestion, 
stronger and steadier nerves, a clearer brain 
and greater confidence in yourself, more 
energy to tackle a hard day’s work with 
plenty left over to take your full share of 
night duty. 


On Night Duty ?— 
then ‘ Supavite’ will give 
rou energy and vigour 
in helping others. 


Two tiny capsules a day 


‘Supavite’ is a scientific triumph of vitamin 
concentration and _ activity. Two tiny 
‘Supavite ’ capsules are swallowed with a sip 
of water ONCE a day, that’s all. Yet those 
twosmall capsules give you a carefully balanced 
ration of standard vitamin units which amply 
compensate for any lack of vitamin in your 
day’s meals —no matter how scrappy they may 
have been. Start taking ‘Supavite’ today ! 


KA . 
Reco. 


PAVI TE 


The complete [5 day Vitamin Course with 


lron, Calcium and Phosphorus. 


Sold in boxes containing 15 days’ supply. Price 5/- (purchase tax 74d. extra) of all 
chemists, or, in case of difficulty, direct post free, on receipt of 5/74d. from the 


oing a Double Job ? 
—most women are, these 
days. And thousands of 
them thank ‘ Supavite’ 
for their vigour. 


_ Take two ‘ASPRO’ 
'tablets at once. 
The shivery, ach- 
ing feeling will 
quickly vanish. 
Two more tablets 
with a hot drink 
on retiring 

will smash 


ANGIER CHEMICAL CO. LTD. (DEPT. 19  ), 86, Clerkenwell Road, London, E.C.z 
@t all Whitbread “ houses” and off-licences and at leading retailers everywhere 
Two‘ASPRO’ Acme 
\ water make a most effective 
soothed almost instantly. Fur- 
particles which adhere 
ealing effect is thus exerted 
tion is inhibited. 


Makers of the world-famous Angiers Brand Emulsion. 
Onabity Main 
does you DOUBLE good 
fb: 
Ay 
‘ so 
tablets in half @a@o* AN 
a glass of warm 
gargle for sore throat con- 
ditions. The pain will be 
thermore, the tablets break 
up into thousands of tiny 
to the lining of the throat. 
Their maximum antiseptic 
at the root of the trouble. 
The spread of infec- 
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It is good news that the ’flu does not 
seem to be taking a serious form this 
year. It is even better news that by 
following the above hints ‘flu can be 
avoided altogether or defeated at the 
first onset. The general symptoms this 
year seem to be sneezing, headache, 
sore throat and loss of energy. So be 
on your guard and keep a supply of 
“ASPRO’ Sibiets handy. ' Be 


Stops Sore Throat 
Overnight 


Mrs. G. M. of Southgate, London, N.14, writes:— 
** The other week I had a sore throat and headache 
and felt terrible. I took two ‘ASPRO’ tabiets with 
a hot lernon and also gargled with two and the next 
morning I felt as fitas a fiddle. I have tried other 
brands but none of them come up to ‘ASPROS'.”’ 
of the purest $cetulsali lic Aad.a 
ed on tls superiority. No pi pPrietary right « 

the method Oo} manufaclure ofr the formula 


Made in England by ASPRO LTD. Slough, Bucks, 


morning. 


out of bed and at 
my job. 


42 Fair View Avenue, 
Newtown, Geelong, Victoria, 

Dear Sirs, Australia. 
A few days ago | caught a 
sudden cold and it was very 
| had to 
so | got 


lemon drink and | took three 
‘ASPRO’ tablets with it and 
tumbied into bed. During the 
night | perspired very much 
but was much better in the 
morning and to go to 
work. | am sure if | hadn't 
taken “ASPRO’ | would have 
been laid up with a very bad 
cold.——Yours faithfully, 
L. {. ASPINALL. 


; 
obie 


ts claims 
yimed in 


"ASPRO  cansists 


aré oa 


bor Timnes of Stress 
ASPRO Soothes 


Nerve Strain — Brings 
SWEET SLEEP _~ 
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PURCHASE TAX: 
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Woe To The Conqueror 


HOUGH the position of Jugo-Slavia has still to 

be clarified, in all military respects the Nazi 
preparations for a Balkan drive seem to be near- 
ing.completion and at any moment the blow may 
fall. That Hitler contemplates no minor 
incident is made clear by the revelation of our 
former Minister to Bucharest, Sir Reginald 
Hoare, that there are 350,000 German troops in 
Rumania. That, with all the modern equip- 
ment that goes with it, is a very powerful 
striking force and a measure of Hitler’s Balkan 
ambitions. 


Once again, therefore, we must expect an extension 
of the area of conflict by many thousand more 
square miles of territory. That the war would 
spread and go on spreading was pretty clear 
when Hitler invaded Poland. His hope of a quick 
victory and a speedy peace was always based on 
a misapprehension—that Britain would not 
fight. To us in this country it always seemed 
that the act of this one man would plunge not 
a country, not even a continent, but a world into 
war. 

* 


Of Frederick the Great, Hitler’s not less unscrupu- 
lous predecessor, Macaulay wrote, “The evils 
produced by his wickedness were felt in lands 
where the name of Prussia was unknown; and, 
in order that he might rob a neighbour whom he 
had promised to defend, black men fought on 
the coast of Coromandel and red men scalped 
each other by the Great Lakes of North 
America.” In modern times, the waves of war 
beat even more quickly and more devastatingly 
on distant beaches. When the present struggle 
is over, Hitler’s name will be cursed wherever 
men draw breath. 


But it would be an historical error of the first 
magnitude to imagine that to spread a war by 
conquest is clear gain for the conqueror. If 
anything is more spectacular than the speed and 
range of the great conquerors it is the speed and 
completeness of their ultimate collapse. The 
domination of the civilised world has been the 
dream of many men, but always it has been 
Shattered in the end by the strain of military 
action in too many theatres and by the 
difficulties of holding down the subjugated 


peoples. 
* 


That will be as true of Hitler as it was of 
Bonaparte. From Tromso to Tripoli and from 
Brest to Bucharest, proud nations with the spirit 
of independence still alive are waiting for an 
opportunity to break their chains. To their 
number Hitler is still adding. Rumania has just 
been absorbed and now it is Bulgaria’s turn. 
Italy, as the war gets less and less to her liking, 
will need more and more of Hitler’s troops to 
keep her down. . , 


The common people of all the conquered 
territories, scores of millions strong, are our 
allies. The leaflet raid on Poland by the R.A.F. 
last week-end was a welcome sign that we 
realise how vital a role they fill in the unfolding 
drama. It is no doubt true that Hitler’s military 
might will not be broken except by military 
defeat, but that defeat will be hastened by the 
‘steady erosion of his strength in every country 

he occupies. 
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To ensure a well- 
seasoned, savoury 
soup, add a little 
Bisto smoothed down 
in half a pint of warm 
water. Bring to the 
boil, and serve. 


ISTO 


FOR SOUPS & STEWS 


FLEET AIR ARM 


Men between the ages of 18 and 28, including those 
registered under the National Service (Armed Forces) 
Act, but not already posted, and those about to 
register on February 22nd, are reminded that if they 
wish to be considered for 


PILOT or OBSERVER 
A in the Fleet Air Arm 


they must volunteer for such at any Combined 
Recruiting Centre, the address of which may be ob- 
tained from any Employment Exchange. 


Candidates (who may volunteer whether in a Reserved 
Occupation or not), should have attained a 
general standard of education up to that of 
the School Certificate, and should have a 
good knowledge of elementary trigono- 
metry and mechanics. 


ROYAL NAVY 


“ I've never seen a Hurri- 
cane fire its guns in anger ’’ 


Sydney C 


‘“ | never imagined it would 
be used against the 
Germans ”’ 


Creator of 
HAWKER HURRICANE 


NE Gay in 

February, 1911, 

that great air 

pioneer, Mr. 
a. U. M, . Sopwith, 
landed on Datchet Golf 
Course after making 
the first landing in the 
erounds of Windsor 
Castle. He was watched 
by an 18-year-old lad 
named Sydney Camm, 
whose enthusiasm for 
flying had just pre- 
viously made him 
found and become 
secretary of the Wind- 
sor Model Aeroplane 
Club. 


Neither Sopwith nor 
Camm knew it then, but 
that meeting was only the 
first of many which were to 
develop into friendship, co- 
directorship and ultimately 
result in production of the 
R.A.F.’s world-famous Hur- 
ricane single-seat fighter. 
And now the still secret 
Tornado. 

Today, 47-year-old dark- 
haired, alert Sydney Camm 1s 
famed in aviation circles as 
chief designer and a director of 
the Hawker Aviation Company. 

His success has been such 
that a few years ago a very 
great percentage of all the 
R.A.F.’s aeroplanes were of his 
design. Large numbers of 
them, notably, of course, the 


Hurricane, are now winning the 
Battle of Britain. His aircraft 
are praised from all sides. 

Mr. Camm began his avia- 
tion career in the workships of 
Messrs. Martinsyde in 1914, and 
he agrees that this experience 
has since proved invaluable. 
But he soon was moved into the 
drawing office, and he enjoyed 
himself each week-end rushing 
up to the -Agricultural Hall, 
Islington, where the latest 
models of captured German 
aircraft were exhibited for the 
benefit of British manufac- 
turers. Here he would spend 
Saturday and Sunday measur- 
ing them up, examining their 
construction, and writing a full- 
length report on them in time 
for Monday morning. 

“We learnt a good deal from 
those German planes,” Mr. 
-amm told me. ** Sometimes 
a new type would be flown back 
from the Western Front, and a 
few days later we would have 
all its main features in our 
report.” 

* 


VEN today he sometimes 

examines German aircraft 

which- the R.A.F. have shot 
down. , 

I was surprised, though, when 
he told me he had never seen 
the Hurricane engaged in a dog- 
fight. 

“No, I’ve not even seen a 
Hurricane fire its guns in 
anger,’ he confided. “ But I’ve 
talked with many -Hurricane 
pilots and listened attentively 
to their experiences and sug- 
gestions for improvements or 
alterations.” 

So it is a safe bet that the 
new Tornado—Hawker’s latest 
aircraft to go into service with 
the R.A.F.—will incorporate all 
those improvements which the 
grim experiences of war-time 


SPOTLIGHT ON THE WAR 


OSE two distinguished 
and representative 
American visitors to this 
country, Mr. Wendell 
Willkie and Mr. Harry 
Hopkins, have together 
done at least one valuable 
service to the British cause. 
Both have made it clear 
to their fellow countrymen 
not only that we intend to 
win the war against the 
Axis Powers but also that 
we are tough enough to 
endure the heavy trials that 
must test our fortitude 
before victory is made 
secure. 


**Give us the tools,” said Mr. 
Churchill the other day to the 
American people, “and we will 
finish the job.” That terse cul- 
mination of a notable broadcast 
created a deep impression in the 
U.S.A, But it is still more im- 
portant that men of the stand- 
ing of Mr. Willkie and Mr. 
Hopkins, after personal obser- 
vation and direct contacts in 
various parts of Britain, should 
be able to tell America that 
what Mr. Churchill said is what 
the British people are resolved 
and able to do. 


America’s Dilemma 


America is now on the brink 
of serious decisions. For obvious 
reasons her people are as 
anxious to avoid being dragged 
into belligerency as the British 
were anxious to stave off the 
war which Hitler made inevit- 
able. A growing number of 
Americans are convinced that 
their war production effort can- 
not be fully or effectively de- 
veloped until their country 
abandons a thinly-veiled neu- 
trality and boldly lines up with 
Britain by a declaration of war 
against the Axis. 

I have always thought that if 
America should come in as a 
combatant, she would be more 
likely to come in by way of the 
Pacific than by way of the 
Atlantic. Sooner than was to be 
expected, she is now confronted 
With a dangerous situation in 
the Far East The Japanese 
threat is directed as sharply 
against American interests’ as 
against British security. 

What will America do? Some 
American authorities are still 
inclined to think that Japan is 
bluffing. It is almost certain 
that many Japanese politicians 
are convinced that America will 
not fight. If the issue were left 
to the American Navy, Wash- 
ington would declare war on 
Japan tomorrow. Washington, 
however, will not take precipi- 
tate action. None knows better 
than President Roosevelt that 
war with Japan would lead in- 
exorably, perhaps instantly, to 
war with Germany 

Such decisions cannot be 
lightly made. [t s for 
Japan to take Initia 
tive and thu gamble} 

risk of bringing Japanese power 


* 


It is surprising to me tf 


if) lC-$ 


ecive letters accusing the British 
Press — that famuillar public 


scapegoat—of “ sensationalisin” 
because it continues to stress 
the danger, and the possible 
imminence, of an attempt at in- 
vasion. Such complaints are 
being sent to the wrong address. 
All that the newspapers have 


* done is to echo the warnings 


given daily for many weeks past 
by almost every Minister of the 
Crown, from the Prime Minister 
downwards. 


Timely Warnings 


Even in the absence of 
visible signs of an immediate 
preparation to invade, these 
warnings are timely and well- 
inspired, Not only is it known 
that for a long time Hitler’s 
war staff has been working out 
new plans for a direct assault 
on this country, but invasion 
plans are a logical inference 
rom the _ general strategical 
situation and offer the most 
radical solution, if not the only 
solution, of the many disagree- 
able problems with which, 
thanks to British successes, 
Hitler has lately been faced. 

Government spokesmen, 
therefore, do well to ensure 
that the civil population—as 
distinct from the armed forces 
—are not taken by surprise. 
either morally or physically, by 
an event the reality of which 
they may have _ ceased to 
believe in. 

* 


Incidentally, captured German 
airmen are confident’ that 
Britain is shortly to'be invaded 
—and conquered, The moral of 
the majority of these young 
men is said to be high, higher 
than it has been at any time 
since the thrashings adminis- 
tered to the Luftwaffe last Sep- 
tember. Few of them have any 
realistic knowledge of the war 
situation. But they are fanatic- 
ally devoted to the Fuehrer. 
He has promised to invade 
Britain and to strike her down ; 
and to them a promise by their 
Fuehrer is the voice of God. 


R.A.F. Casualties 


In all probability, Sir Archi- 
bald Sinclair, when he gives the 
House of Commons his next 
survey of the achievements ol 
the Royal Air Force, will deal 
with the question of casualties 
in training, or from causes not 
concerned with enemy action— 
a subject to which I referred in 
my last notes. 

It will be tmpossible, I 
imagine, to make any precise 
and detailed Parliamentary dlis- 
closures, since there can be tew 
Service matters about which the 
enemy is more eager for exact 
information. 

Nevertheless, a 
statement is to be looked for. 
Relatives and triends of mem- 
bers of the R.A.F. will be 
thankful to learn that the Aiur 
Chiefs. while deploring’ these 
heavy casualties, do not regard 

Nn excessively out of pro- 
rtion to the number of battle 
alties or to the risks that 
{ be run under very difficult 

war conditions 


reassuring 
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‘“! was able to do it by 
putting the guns in the 
wings © 
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aerial combat have shown to be 
necessary. 

Full details of the Tornado 
must remain secret until the 
Germans find them out for 
themselves—and to their cost. 
But already Mr. Camm is 
planning ahead for still later 
and better aircraft. 

Meanwhile he is still adding 
pages to what must be the most 
interesting air diary ever 
written—the life history of the 
Hurricane. 

* 


H E showed me the first page 
of the Hurricane’s History. 
lt began one day in August, 
1933, with this entry : “ Saw So- 
and-So at the Air Ministry and 
discussed with him the possible 
design for a single-seat mono- 
plane fighter. .. .” 

From then on the birth and 
develorment of the plane to its 
present standard form as used 
by the R.A.F. is recorded— 
every conference, every altera- 
tion, comments of the test 
pilots, right up to a party of 
fighter pilots recent tour of the 
Hawker factory, when they one 
and all thanked him for having 
made the Hurricane so strong 
and robust. 

“Quite frankly, I set out to 
design the Hurricane because 1 
wanted to keep the factory 
busy, and it seemed a logical 
development. I never for one 
moment imagined it would be 
used against the Germans. In 
fact, right up to a few weeks 
before it broke out I obstin- 
ately refused to believe there 
would be a war at all.” 

However, the Hurricane 
(Camm’s own name for it, by 
the way) began to take shape. 
It was first designed for a 
smaller engine than the present 


Rolls-Royce 1,030h.p. Merlin; 
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has been gained 
school of experifnce. 
ground discipline has been 
greatly tightened up. Every 
accident is the subject of an 
immediate and searching in- 
vestigation. There is a monthly 
accident meeting, attended by 
persons in authority, which 
examines the position in general 
and in detail—and takes 
prompt action. 

Many war-time air accidents 
are manifestly unavoidable. It 
would be interesting to know 
whether the casualties in the 
great training areas of Canada, 
where there is no black-out and 
where weather and other condi- 
tions are so much easier, are 
noticeably fewer than they are 
at home, 


Parachutists 


We shall have to wait for 
official information before it 
can be known whether the 
British parachutists in Italy did 
any substantial damage. These 
“ daring, resolute men,” as the 
German radio well describes 
them, will no doubt receive due 
recognition from the King for 
the example they have set. 

The real value of parachutist 
descents upon a strong and 
unconquered country—such as 
our own—devoid of welcoming 
Quislings remains a big ques- 
tion matk. This country has 
one solid reason for gratitude 
to the German parachutists in 
Holland. But for that remark- 
able epsode I don’t believe 
there would have been any 
Home Guard 


* 


Why was Woe-Woe Ansaldo 
—most eitertaining spokesman 
of the “weaker partner,” as 
the Gernans now dub Italy— 
taken of the air last night? 
The wort, I suppose, of some 
official Itdian kill-joy. 
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Natwalists Corner 
Today, thildren, let us con- 
sider the Waps. This strange 
creature is an admirable 
example »£ mimicry in the 
insect word ; it does not belong 
to the H+men-optera, as the 
superficialobserver might sup- 
pose, but pts up a not very con- 
vincing imtation of the charac- 
teristic spties of that race. 
The Wps has an ancient 
history, ¢ first came under 
observatio by the Chinese, who 
called it Y Be-Stung. There is 
an old Machu proverb—I will 
. yd the original, as our 
1amislaid his Cl 
ters For every 
nédmnay, tnere } 
cqewhere.”’ (No 
ne} of Vaticinal 
icre ly speak Ol 
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' After six Suns Came the 
order for eight ”’ 


4s 


Keep a little in hand is 
always the best policy” 


‘We are most anxious that. the R.A.F. should be flying 
the best possible aircraft ”’ 


had only four guns and used 
fabric-covered wings. They 
told Camm fabric wings would 
not. stand the strain of. the 
monoplane’s high speeds (“I 
privately thought they might be 
right!” he admits), but he 
doggedly went ahead, and 
gradually, after the first Hurri- 
cane had flown and certain 
modifications had been made, 
the new system of fabric cover- 
ing was successful, 


* 


EVERTHELESS, he also 

designed a new set of all- 

metal wings. “And Vm 
glad we did,” said Mr. Camm, 
“because they proved to be 
lighter and more suited to the 
hardship of active service.” 

Many more changes were de- 
cided upon before the famous 
Hurricane of today was evolved. 
Camm was astonished when the 
Air Ministry suddenly told him 
they wanted six guns in it In- 
stead of four. 

“TI was able to do it, though, 
by putting the guns in the wings 
and I was glad I had calculated 
on the plane being able to take 
a heavier load than the Air 


Ministry aziginally asked. You 
NES ASS EME a plane is not just 
a matter of sitting down with 
pencil and paper: it is a big job 
requiring the help of a team of 
experts and a tremendous 
amount of mathematics. Calcu- 
lations, on stresses -and strains 
are of vital importance. 


“Remember, too, the great 
help received by all designers 
from the Air Ministry, the 
various R.A.F, officers attached 
for special duty, and from the 
experimental staff at the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment and the 
National Physical Laboratory. 
The job of designing an aero- 
plane definitely needs this co- 
operation. 

* 


re | GAIN, production re- 
quirements have to be 
given great considera- 
tion because the most efficient 
design of aeroplane could not be 
successful if difficulties were 
met in making it.” 

Mr. Camm says that “Eefore I 
design a plane myself say, 
‘Now, you’ve got three things. 
A pilot, an engine and some 
guns. Build a plane round 
them.’ ” 

“IT never promise too much. 
Keep a little in hand, is always 
the best policy. ve never yet 
known a plane have to carry a 
lighter load than it was designed 
for; always heavier. Thus the 
Hurricane, originally designed 
to a weight of 5,700lb. today 
flies at 7,00®lb. 

“Well, after the six guns 
came the unexpected order for 
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Pippa’s Song 


The year’s at the spring, 

And day’s at the morn ; 

Morning's at seven 3; 

The hillside’s dew-pearl’d ; 

The lark’s on the wing ; 

The snail’s on the thorn ; 

God's in His heaven— 

All’s right with the world ! 
ROBERT BROWNING, 


(1812-1889). 
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Waps (V. vul- 
garis) has of late become par- 
tially domiciled in Africa; 
hordes of the predatory variety 
V. rapax have made their 
appearance in Abyssinia, where 
they are now said to be in pro- 
of extermination. ¥, 
ns—a quick-moving speci- 

th little or or no sting— 
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eight, with the result seen last 
autumn.” 

The Hurricane first flew at 
Brooklands in November, 1935, 
Hawker’s chief test pilot, Flight 


Lieut. W. S. Bulman, being very 


pleased with it. 

“Designers owe much to the 
test pilot,” said Mr. Camm. 
“They can make or mar the 
whole of your efforts : the very 
fate of the new type rests in 
their hands and on their advice. 
Bulman helped me no end with 
the Hurricane.” 

At last in 1937 the R.A.F, got 
its first eight-gun fighter, the 
fighter that was to.win the 
Battle of Britain in 1940. 

‘“ When we look at the Hurri- 
cane now,” said Camm,“ we see 
many ways in which it could 
have been improved. We are 
most anxious that the R.A.F. 
should be flying’ the ~— best 
possible aircraft. 

“Unfortunately, | production 
must always lag behind design 
to a certain extent. Here, I 
think, is one of our biggest prob- 
lems—that of changing a design 
as frequently as possible and at 
the same time maintaining a 
good output.” 
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MacDonald’s 


Dream 
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fields. 

The quick mental and physical 
response 0! or children to the 
countryside gave him the idea; and 
he hoped that the land would 
absorb many children and cause a 
complete reorientation of the lives 
of East End youngsters. 

This is only one of the many 
projects which might be sponsored 
by a Minister of Health with drive 
and vision. The fact that Mr. 
MacDonald, who still has the fire of 
youth, has been replaced by Mr. 
Ernest Brown, an elderly politj- 
cian, makes one fear that the out- 
look of the younger generation is 
not favoured in high quarters, 
This may be unduly cynical, but 
one would like to know the truth? 

DUNCAN SMITH 

Warwick Avenue, W.9. 


The Sentry’s 10s. 

GAN it be that, in his 10s, gift 
= to ti entry, Mr. Churchill 

caused the violation of Para. 532 
(b) Sec. Vil. of King’s Regula- 
tions ? S. BURGIS PARISH 
Acton, W.3. 
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if 


J2 (bb): * Officers and 
bidden to accept 
money trom public bodies 
* individuals in recognition 
‘Ss rendered in the performe- 

ance of their duty.’’} 


Pacifists Defended 


Wwuy does Mr. Duff Cooper 
refer to the Pacifist as an 
enemy to his country, as he does 
in his reply to Mr. G. Strauss 
(Lambeth, N.) in the House of 
Commons, Feb. 6? 

Many thousands of Pacifists are 
giving their lives in fire fighting 
and doing fine rescue work in our 
badly bombed cities—in point of 
fact being Good Samaritans.. And 
yet these men and women are 
called enemies to their country. 


It’s unbelievable ! 
B. J. RING 

Farnham, Surrey. 

[A targe number of letters to the 
same ettect have been received. Here 
is What Mr. Cooper said: “If a man 
spends his leisure time in n.aking 
Speeches against carrying on the 
war, if a man is a notorious pacifist, 
and thereby helps our enemies 
and is therefore an enemy of this 
country, then he should not be given 
the privilege of being allowed to 
address the public, or even promoted 
to the distinction of performing in 
public, over the wireless.’’] 


Penalised 


I AM British by birth, upbring- 
ing and education. I have an 
Oxford degree. I want to work. 
I am not, however, allowed to set 
foot in any Government office 
because my father, who died 1l 
years ago, was a Hungarian. He 
lived 20 yeafs in this country. 
During the last great war, he 
was not interned, though then an 
enemy alien. But that does not 
matter. He was a Hungarian. 
So while my friends and col 
leagues riot through the. various 
+ Ministries, I must confine m; 
which don’! appear ‘to mind my 
Fifth Columnist potentialities. wag 
The Government says, Go to it, 
Where are we supposed to go? 
MISS URSULA TORDAY 


Manchester Street, W.1. 


— my one health trouble was con- 
stipation and I felt uf I could get 
that right all 
Beechams Pills have proved very 
good friends. 
safely, this purely vegetable laxa- 
tive has kept me regular and now 
my health 1s perfect. 


MAIL-BAGS 


THANKS TO 
BEECHAMS PILLS 


would be well. 


Naturally, gently, 


Sold 


Everywhere 


\ purchase fax) 
ma a/d5 DE? Box 


Penny worths. 


You can prove the value of 
Beechams Pills to-day! They will 
banish constipation and rid you 
of the ailments it causes: digestive 
upsets, sick headaches, liverishness, 
overweight. Millions of men and 
women take Beechams Pills, know- 
ing how effective and reliable they 
are. Get some now—for yourself, 
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War Helps Settlers 
To Earn £10 a Week 


AMILIES from distressed areas who, after years of unemployment, 


took up land settlements, are now making good incomes, | 
The war has brought them a rising market, and some are earning 


up to £10 a week. 


Of 320 tenants from the Special Areas whose cases are quoted in the latest report 
ociation, Ltd., five earned gross profits of more than £500 


of the Land Settlement Ass 


_ 


There are 
Gabbages 


(instead of daffies) 


Down at Kew 


Stretches of Kew Gardens’ 
weedless lawns, envy of every 
amateur gardener, have been 
ploughed up for sowing of 


food crops. 

There are war-time allotments 
that. will vield*® cabbages and 
potatoes. 

This spring the Gardens cele- 
brate their centenary as a 
Government institution. 

On April 1, 1841, Queen Vic- 
toria presented them to the 
nation and a public notice in the 
famous bluebell garden still 
bears her name 


STILL POPULAR 


Sir Arthur W. Hill, the Direc- 
tor of the Royal Gardens, will 

Ve an account of Kew’s contri- 

ution to floral science for the 

st 100 vears at a meeting of 

e Linnean Society on April 3. 

Sir Arthur said to the News 
Chronicle: “People come to the 
Gardens seeking relief from the 
strain of war. 

“On a recent fine day there 
were 1,500 visitors, a very good 
attendance for the winter 
months.” 


Premier Declines 
Cigar Gift 


Newport (Mon.) British 
Legion, wishing to express 
appreciation of Mr. Churchill’s 
leadership, asked him in a tele- 
gram to accept a box of cigars. 

“Please notify your brand,” 
thev said. 

The Prime Minister has replied 
that though “much touched ” he 
must decline the gift as “he has 
had to make it a rule not to 
| t presents except in very 
Special circumstances. 


a 
die 


in the last 12 months, 27 
earned between £400 and 
£500, 74 between £300 and 
£400. 

They are helped by the Asso- 
ciation’s scheme of centralised 
buying and marketing. Out of 
their gross profits they have to 
pay rent, cost of living. working 
expenses 

PRICES RISE 


At the start of the war they 
had to face serious difficulties. 

Restrictions on planting fruit 
meant a loss of about £2,000. 

But now the average price for 
a box of tomatoes has risen from 
3s. 1d. to 6s. 114d., the value of 
the lettuce crop rose from £5,400 
to £11,200, and that of fruit from 
£5,000 to £11,200. 

In spite of the shortage of 
feeding-stuffs and their dearer 
cost, poultry and pig-keeping 
have proved profitable for the 
settlers. 

Their output of eggs fell by 
6.9 per cent., but the average 
price rose by 43 per cent., and 
the total gross receipts from 
£82,173 to £109,280. 


BREEDING LOSS 


Although the quantity of pigs 
sold fell by 5.5 per cent., the 
average price paid for each pig 
increased from 85s. lléd. in 1939 
to 125s. 14d. in 1940. 

Breeding herds maintained by 
the Association were not so for- 
tunate and there was a deficit of 
£491, or about 7s. a sow. 


Officer Requests No 
Leniency for Troops 


An officer of the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force at Chatham 
vesterday asked that two French 
Canadiar soldiers, charged with 
being drunk and disorderly and 
assaulting the police, should not 
be treated leniently because 
they were Dominion troops. 

“They know they have earned 
punishment and are due for it,” 
he said. 

Each of the men was sen- 
tenced to a month’s hard labour. 
It was stated that they acted 
“more like animals than human 


beings.” 


CHARGE OF 
STEALING A 
STEAM TUG 


Two men were 
steam tug, the Nora, worth 
£6,000, in the early morning last 
Sunday. 

They were Charles Gibbs (26) 
and Thomas Harris (28). The 
vessel belongs to John Davis. 

The men were remanded for a 
week on bail in £10 each and a 
£10 surety. 


For Shelterers 


Westminster City Council hope 
soon to store shelterers’ bedding 
in the daytime in “cloakroom ” 
premises. 

It is intended, if necessary, to 
take possession of premises under 
the Defence Regulations. 


; charged at 
Cardiff yesterday with stealing a 


Bedding Cloakrooms 


Real Tears 
in a Mock 
Gas Alarm 


Tear gas was released in the 
streets of Brighton yester- 
day. But it was in a mild 
form, used to add realism 
to an A.R.P. exercise in 
which the public joined, 

People had been warned for 
some days that a gas alert 
would be sounded. They 


Nine Girls 


keep secrets. 


Our Fashion Secrets 


HE nine mannequins who are to accompany the 
British Fashion display to South America 
shortly are to have special coaching in how to 


They will be sworn not to give away information that 


8,000 Evacuated In 
Their Own Region 


More than 8,000 Bristol chil- 
dren, aged from 5 to 14, are this 
week being evacuated from the 
badly bombed areas of the city 
to Devon and Cornwall. A third 
of the parents have availed 
tthemselves of. the voluntary 
scheme which applied to 27,500 
children. This is the first example 
of children being evacuated from 
one district to another in the 


same region. 


Store closes 5.30 p.m. | daily. ‘Saturdays 1 o’clock 
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The finest Household Bargains in the Country! 
THREE-HEAT COMBINED ELECTRIC ite 
COOKER and RADIATOR : y 


For Power only. Sturdily 
constructed and a sound electrical 
job. A very useful emergency cooker 
where the gas supply has = 
been affected by air-raids. 
Will grill, fry, toast, bon! 
or simmer. Grilling and 
boiling can be done simul- 
taneously or independently.G, 
Low, medium or high heat 
control. Can be used as a 
radiator as_ illustrated. 
Loading 1,200 watts. Two yards of fle 


+ 


223/230, 


Carriage & packing 1/6. WHITE SALE PRICE 
Kettle and Saucepan not incladed. 
Electrical Dept., Lower Ground Floor 


x Tain. 4 Height Gin. 
#50 7240/850 


Electric: 
Cooker: 
List, free & | 
‘post free. 


Dimensions: 16% 


49/6 


(power plug extra). 


oltages 200/210, 


HEAVY MADE 
FIRE, SAND OR A.R.P. BUCKETS 


There is a tremendous shortage of good buckets today—but we 
have large stocks. This is a most practical and indispensable 


bucket for Sand and all household purposes. 


Made from very 


heavy leaded iron sheet and practically indestructible—finish- 


ed with Antique Copper and other finishes. 


A really high- 


grade article that should be in every household, 
Size !ldin. diameter by 12in. high. 


Carriage 9d. 


White Sale Price 


% IN DEFENCE LOANS 
$% INCOME 


You are directly helping the 
war effort by investing in Units of 


|| the ‘BANK-INSURANCP’ Group 
of Trans —— or Board 

of Directors (28th Nov., '40) 50% 
of your subscription will be in- 
vested in Defence Loans, the 
other 50% being invested in the 
shares of British banks, insurance 
companies and investment trust 
companies. These are themselves 
the largest financial contributors 
to the war effort. 

The gross annual yield on an 
investment spread over the five 
trusts shown below is 5%. The 
investment is freely marketable 
and both bid and offered prices 
are free of commission and stamp 
duty to bidder and seller alike. 

‘Ask for explanatory leaflet of 
this War-time Investment Plan 
from any stockbroker or bank. 


MANAGERS 
Trust of Insurance Shares Ltd. 


Chairman: 
The Rt. Hon. C. A. McCurdy, K.C. 
Managing Director: George Faber, O.B.E. 


30 Cornhill + E.C.3. 
Offered A 


rice 


rox. 
teld 


43% || 
45% | 
44% | 
Investment-Trust Units 63% || 
54% || 

/0 


17 {2/41 
* The most economically managed 
group of Unit Trusts. 


Name of Unit 


16/3 
15/9 
15/6 
10/- 
11/6) 


a ~ 


| Bank-Unite . 
| 
|Bank-Insurance-Units - 


Insurance-Units - - 


\“Scotbits” - . 


INVESTED FUNDS EXCEED £15,000,000 


cN2198/2 
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Lachasse will be shown, 


Will Carry 


might possibly help the 


enemy. 


“It is right that they should | 
know the sort of thing that would 


be likely to be useful to the 
enemy,” said Mrs. Phoebe 
Tatton-Brown, who has. been 
released from important Govern- 
ment work to accompany the 
girls and act as Commere- 
Producer to the Show. “ They 
are going to a neutral country, 
where there are sure to be many 
foreign agents who will lose no 
opportunity of trying to get 
information.” 

Mrs, Tatton-Brown was born 
and brought up in the Argentine. 
“ Argentines, and all the South 
Americans, are the soul of 
hospitality,” she says, “and the 
girls are sure to have a wonder- 
ful time.” , 


were asked to carry their 
masks, but the fact that 
gas was to be used was kept 
secret until the last 
moment, 

Waitresses wearing masks set 
tables for lunch in some 
boarding-houses. 

Policeman in the picture 
above holds a card bearing 
the word “Gas” in one 
hand, stops traffic for 
masked children to cross 
the road with the other. 

A milkman (left) serves a 
masked customer and 
another policeman directs 
a coach driver (right), 

When wardens sounded their 
rattles people who tried to 
get into the area without 
gas masks were stopped by 
the police and told what 
was happening. 

Vehicles were also stopped 
whefe it was seen that the 
drivers were without 
masks. Most bus passen- 
gers were masked. 

Notices bearing the warn- 
ing, “Danger. Tear gas 
exercises” were placed in 
streets leading to the area. 


100 ENSEMBLES. 
Nearly a hundred enserr 
, e 
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all nde 
out of British fabrics. 

While the designs are being 
kept strictly secret, the fabrics 
were shown in London yesterday 
on the understanding that they 
would not be illustrated. 

They are notable for their 
lovely colourings and the variety 
of textures. Cottons, for in- 
stance, vary from smooth sur- 
faces to “ hairy,” and some are 
run with tinsel thread. Woollens 
and tweeds range from simple 
grey flannel, and woollens in 
pastel shades, to rich and vivid 
tweeds, one patterned in red, 
violet and green on a yellow 
background, 


New Master of 
Wellington College 


Major Wilfred House, D.S.O., 
M.C., has been appointed Master 
of Wellington College, in the 

lace of the late Mr. Robert 

aton Longden. 

Major House, who is 45, has 
been released from his duties at 
the War Office with the Quarter- 
master-General’s Department to 
— up the position at Welling- 
on. 

Mr. Longden, who was 36, was 
killed by enemy action while 
securing the safety of his boys. 


Daughter.—A daughter has 
been born to Mrs. Margaret 
Holmes, whose husband, the 
Rev. A. W. S. Holmes, now in 
the R.N.V.R., is known in East 
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A_first-aid d>pot was estab- 
is outside a cinema. 
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freely, 
The general test was very 
complete and more of the 
general public wore gas 
masks than on any pre- 
vious Occasion. 


How to Sweeten 


Rhubarb Dishes 
With Little Sugar 


Rhubarb growers give these 
tips for enjoying rhubarb dishes 
without taking too much out of 
the sugar ration: 

Mix dates (if you can get 
them) with the rhubarb after it 
is cooked : add honey or a pinch 
of bicarbonate of soda: open a 
tin of fruit such as apricots or 
pears and uSe the syrup. 

The big commercial growers 
are worried about compulsory 
cuts in production. 

‘We have been ordered to use 
10 per cent. of the 1939 rhubarb 
acreage for cereals,” the head of 
one firm told the News Chronicle, 
** We are growing wheat and oats, 
but the land is so rich that these 
crops are mostly straw. It would 
be much better to go on growing 
rhukarb.” 

Previously sold by the bunch, 
rkubarb is now on the market 


London as the “ flying parson.” 


loose from about 6d. per lb. 


THE BEST OF 
ALL BILLETS 


What he describes as a chance 
in a million has come the way of 
Lance-Corporal Charles Curtis, 
of the Royal Engineers, 

Returning from France he was 
sent to a university town and 
remained there until he was 
transferred to his home town, 
Alton, Hants—where he found 
himself billeted on his wife. 

TTis home is in the same street 
as the mess, only ten doors 
away. 

“It’s just grand while it 
lasts,” he says, “but you never 
know in the Army when the 


next shift comes.” 
His wife observed: “ That’s 
what I say.” 


Ready.—One of three G.W.R. 
fire-fighting trains was yester- 
day inspected at Paddington by 
Ifr William Mabane, _ 
mentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Security. 


Parlia- | 
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~ LONDON MOTHERS 


HEARTS ARE NOI 
IN THE HIGHLANDS 


ECAUSE London mothers cannot be persuaded 
to send their children to the Scottish High- 
lands, a fund of some £500 for the purpose lies 


idle, 


The money was sent at the beginning of the 
blitz to the Cameron of Lochiel, with the request 
that he should spend it on evacuating London 


children to the Highlands 
difficult to administer the fund from 


Since it was 


Scotland, he sent it to the Lord Mayor of London. 


But 


when the Lord Mayor’s Fund received only one or two 
requests out of many hundreds from people who wished 
to send their children to Scotland, the Money was once 
more handed on, this time to Mr. Emil Davies, chairman 
of the L.C.C., who put it at the disposal of the evacuation 


department. 


MOST WENT PRIVATELY 

An official of this department, 
which was responsible for the 
mass movement of Londoners in 
September, 1939, and still deals 
with hundreds of cases of evacu- 
ation weekly, told the News 
Chronicle that he can find no 
children to benefit from the fund. 

“The Highlands of Scotland 
might as well be Timbuctoo so far 
as the ordinary East End mother 
is concerned,” he said. “ Most 
of the children who have gone 
there went by private arrange- 
ment, and presumably their 
parents could afford to pay for 
the long journey.” 


COMFORT 


A fire watcher at Westminster 
Hospital descending from a cold 
vigil on the roof for his spell of 
rest a few nights ago found the 
following note in his blanket: 

“To the one who 
receive this blanket. 


Please 


send a line at some future date. | 
through and | 
Fight on dear ones, | 


[I .am British 
through. 
victory is yours, in God only 
we trust. I am a mother of a 
veteran of the last war. 


Lovingly Yours, 
(Mrs.) Emma Belfield, 


15, Whitehall Boulevard, Grey- | 

stone, Rhode Island, U.S.A.” | 
has been | 
sent to Mrs. Belfield, telling her | 


A letter of thanks 
how useful the blankets, dress- 
ings and other articles sent from 
America have been. 


FOUR MEN AND A GIRL 
_. .FLEW_A GLIDER © 


Adventures of four fen and a girl who flew a Pilder 
without authority were described yesterday at Eastleigh 


(Hants). 
Aceused under the Defence 


Regulations, Ronald Edward 
Clear, London Road, Pur- 


brook, was fined £5. 

Frank Sidney Walker Jolliff, 
Dover Road. Portsmouth ; Albert 
Frank Parslow, Connor Road, 
Portsmouth: Edward Jeremiah 
Hudson and Audrey Mary 
Barry, both of Woodman Inn, 
Purbrook, were all bound over. 


SEEN, BY HUNDREDS 


Superintendent E. Pragnell 
said that a glider was seen 1n 
the sky by hundreds of people 
and caused a certain amount of 
concern. 

Clear said that he was a pilot 
and hoped to become a test pilot. 
A firm made inquiries about the 
glider for overseas sale, and he 
decided to obviate a previous 
fault. 

He went to test the glider to- 
gether with his friends, who had 
no idea that what he proposed 
was illegal, He got the machine 
almost to the bottom of a hill 
and intended to do a short 
ground hop to test the stability. 

Rising air currents from the 
hill caused the glider to rise. He 
could have landed immediately, 
but the speed would have risen 
beyond the safe limit. 

The only alternative was to 
fly away from. the lift, which he 
did. and landed as soon as 
possible. 


Chinese Had 


Horse 
Sense On 
The Road 


‘Can a horse tell? 


Well, 
listen to this story of the 


carthorse that bolted from 
a goods station yard at 


Salisbury yesterday. 


With the driver, Mr. Tom 
Rusher, clinging to the 
swaying cart, the horse 
tore down the main street 
towards the city centre, 
dodging in and out of 


may | 


traffic, 


After about half a mile -of 
this they came to a 
dangerous junction con- 
trolled by traffic lights. A 
crash seemed  inevit- 
able. ... 


‘Then the lights turned to 
red and to _ everyone’s 
astonishment the horse 
stopped dead in its tracks. 
And when the _ driver 
caught hold of the reins it 
meekly jogged back to 
work, 


* 


Sorry to spoil such @ good 
story, but this is what a 


veterinary surgeon told the 
News Chronicle: 


“ It is safe to say that animals 
have nothing comparable 
with the colour sense of 
humans, An association of 
ideas possibly caused the 
horse to stop at the:tratfic 
lights. Tt was fust force of 


habit.” 


How to avoid 
monotonous meals 


A change of food does you good. 
That’s why you so often enjoy a meal 


* out,” or at a friend’s. 


It’s not that the 


It’s 


2ib. of Opium 


“Tt has been a wonder to 
me for years how. many 
Chinese go about looking so 
wealthy and yet do no work,” 
said a detective at East Ham 
yesterday. 

For having 2lb. of prepared 
|opium at King George V. Dock, 
| Chang Kew (47). a Chinese sea- 

was fined £50 (including 

. interpreter’s fee). 
opium, in two packets, 
was found in Kew’s overcoat 
pockets when he was about to 


cooking is better than your own. 
just that the dishes are made in a slightly 
different way. 
Why not enjoy this change at home ? 
Try adding a teaspoonful of Marmite to 
all your meat and vegetable dishes and 
see how the family sits up and takes 
notice. Marmite is a wonderful help 
to the busy housewife, It not only 
takes away the “ sameness ” from simple 
meals—it adds immensely to their 
nourishment and flavour. 
There is a rich store of Vitamin B in 
Marmite which makes it a really protective health food. 
It stimulates the appetite, aids the digestion, and builds 
up a powerful defence against illness. 


gt 


Nobody's Work To Save Bombed 
Furniture, Says Magistrate 


A London magistrate, Sir Gervais Rentoul, yesterday 
expressed his astonishment that it “‘seems to be nobody’s 
business * to protect household effects left exposed in 


bombed premises. 
MUST BE READY He added that it appeared to 


Send for half-a-dozen post free. can be d in 
hundred ways in the houssand garden, 
Ironmongery Dept. Lower Ground Floor. 
et a ee ee eo 


Of particular interest to City Houses, 
Retailers, Banks, Peepeletire of | 
all Businesses for their | 

Fire Watchers! 
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1 AIR MATTRESSES 
} At 42/- each; 
| Easily inflated and “Sas 
quickly made. A . 
j quality article which, 

when deflated,wraps intoa 
| very email parce). Can be used 


as a sun lounge for garden or river, 
| rubber, very buoyant to the body—com- 9, Mili SM 
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Scientifically made from very durable red 
easy inflation—can also be inflated by / SS 
42 ? Carriage P 


brid 


Lung Tonic 


bellows or mouth. Size inflated 72 in. x 
24 in. White Sale Price 
lronmongery Dept... Lower Ground Floor 
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NEW } 
SHELTER 
STOVE 


Will keep 
_jyour shelter 
warm &dry, 
and ideal 
aiso for 
huts, work- 
A \—— shops, cara- 
\ vans, yachts 
ete. Burns 

coal, coke, 

ii t——coalite, cin- 
ders, etc. 
Made in 
heavy cast 
Size l3in. 
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Bright Thought for Breakfasts : A savoury bit 
ft tried brea r person wul help to make one 
a Spread the bread 

ite betore trying tor extra 


Ti FOR SAFETY 
RAZOR USERS 
| No. 9 | STROPPING. Strop but lightly 
on the hand. Hold the blade 
at an angle which allows the ground 


portion to rest flat on the palm. A few 
deft strokes backwerds and forwards 


site 
of | 


ces ana 


can L pi | 
For a light quick meal, 


Vegetable Snack: 
- are leftover vegetables in the larder 


when there 
iv] and a bit of cauliflower 
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TS, a Sprout or two 
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Black-out 


perhaps}, make a inthe brown sauce, flavour it 
\iarmite, heat the vegetables 


TO CLEAR}. ___ 
‘BLACK-OUT’ PAPER BLINDS 


Instantly fitted on one 
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DEFINITELY DOES YOU Goop Sat 


In two sizes, 
hook. Made of Black opaque 
paper. Size 56 x 72in 
White Sale Price 
Size 45 x 72 in, } 
9d.:6,]/.. 12. ca 


Cerr. on 1, 6d | 
& Co., Ltd., High St. Kensington, Londen, W.8 ‘Phone Western 5432 


'T,, Small and compact. 
hl, Tin. wide, !0in. deep. 
Carriage . 
3 White Sale Price 
C@S\on piping, 6ft. lengths 
Carriage 1:6 extra. 


Birmingham 
Bristol 
Cardiff . 
Norwich 
Nottingham 
Plymouth 
Southampton 
“~~ 
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WHAT COUNCILS DO 
1 in the Limehouse district. where 
Rotary Club yesterday. | 
‘If the population com. | 
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passing it on to another. with 
the result that nothing is done.” 
The News Chronicle put the 
matter to a Home Office official, 
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Bath with— 


From Grocers and Oilmen. Sixpence Large Drum 


NEWS CHRONICLE 
Take stains off the 


45 p.c. Do 
Not Take 
Shelter 
at Night 


HAT kind of shel- 


ter do you use 


during night raids ? 
A Gallup survey on this 
/ question has just been taken 


' by the British Institute of 
- Public Opinion covering the 
| country as a whole. 
| Here are the answers (in 
percentages) : 
Anderson shelter 
Brick surface shelter 
Underground station or 
basement large 
building 
Strengthened 
basement of house 
No special protection ... 45 
Answers showed that the 
lower income groups depend 
more on the Anderson and brick 
' surface shelter type than the 
higher income group, which 
relies more on a strengthened 
room or basement in a house. 


2 p.c. FATALISTIC 


People were asked to comment 
on their mode of sheltering. 
Here the percentages were: 

Satisfied 


11 


19 


Don’t bother or have not 
had to use a shelter yet 9 

Fatalistic . 2 

Would make no comment 14 

Of those who would give the 
reason for their dissatisfaction : 

14 per cent. were dissatisfied 
because there were no shelters 
available. 

14 per cent. wanted better 
shelter than they had. 

14 per cent. complained that 
their shelters were wet, cold or 
insanitary. 

, COLD OR WET 

Chief comments from the 
various types of shelter and from 
— ‘who had no special shelter 


"Anderson shelter : 23 p.c. said 


shelters were cold or wet. 
1 p.c. wanted = stronger 


shelters. 
Bt 5 surface ae: : : 19 p.c. 
Py . in 


“nels shelters were 


Seat Gk nn ones. 
Benes thet nothing better was 


available. 
“67 p.c. were dissatisfied. 


Guardsman Killed 


Girl of 15 


Samuel Morgan, 28, an Irish 
Guardsman, of Berkeley Drive, 
Seaforth, Lancs., was at Liver- 
pool Assizes yesterday sentenced 
to death for the murder of Mary 
Hagan, 15, who was found dead 
in a military post near her home. 


ee 20. 


AUSSIES HELP 
EGYPT'S DESERT 
WATER GARRIERS 


Hooded women, after 
drawing water from a 
desert well, are helped by 
Australian soldiers (right) 
in loading their donkeys. 

Today the water is 
carried not in skins but 
in petrol cans, though 
centuries-old methods of 
transport still persist. 

A washerwoman (below) 
squats beside a tin basin 
to work. Bundles around 
her are orders from mem- 
bers of the Australian 
forces. 

British official pictures 
were taken with the 


troops in Egypt. 


The Army Praises a 
Brave H.G. 
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Pome 
in Southerh ae oe Orders. 

The farmer, Mr. E, Pickford, 
had been caught between two 
hayricks which had been set 
alight by an incendiary bomb. 

Volunteer E. Beer, of the 
Shaftesbury (Dorset) Home 
Guard, went to his aid and 
dragged Pickford, whose cloth- 
ing was alight. clear of the ricks. 


R.A.F. Wants Them 


Me. born in 1921, who are due 
to register for national service on 
Saturday, are reminded that they 


can express a preference for the 
R.A.F. 


What is a 
STOMACH ULCER? 


An Explanation Every IndigestionVictim 
Should Read 


IGESTION sufferers and 


ulcerative 


victims of 


conditions frequently ask 


themselves, “ What is a Stomach Ulcer ? 
Why does it cause such agony ?” 


Ulcers arise as a result of over-acidity. 


There 


is acid in the stomach to digest your food. You 


cannot digest your food without it! 
gular Meals, Poor Health or severe mental 


Irre 


Worry, 


or physical strain, may cause the production of 
too much acid, This inflames a weak spot in the 


stomach lining. 


Then, every day. and every 
time you eat a meal, the acid 
“gets at” this inflamed spot. 
It eats away until it forms an 
ulcer causing the typical agony 
which warns you of your serious 
danger. 

The more it is neglected the 
worse it becomes. How can it 
get better while it is being 
irritated perhaps three or four 
times a day ? 

If you suffer from 


INDIGESTION 
ACIDITY 
HEARTBURN 
FLATULENCE 
STOMACH PAIN 


Take a dose of MACLEAN BRAND 
Stomach Powder. The result will amaze 
you. Your pain wil stop! The dis- 
comfort will cease! Sickness will not 
trouble you! You will be eager for 
food! Why’ Because MACLEAN 
BRAND STOMACH POWDER will 
**kiil ’ the stomach acid, take 

away the sharp edge and 

sting. Then it will put a 

protective coating over 

the stomach lining and 

the ulcerated part 

will commence to 

heal. 


BRAND 
Stomach 
Powder 
From all Chem'sts 
/5, 2/3 
5 5/73 


POE. de ne OS 


Operated on for 
Perforated Ulcer! 


Dear Sirs,—I am very pleased 
to say that after following your 
diet and MACLEAN BRAND 
Stomach Powder, I am com- 
pletely healed. The doctor has 
said I have made a remarkable 
recovery. I was operated on for 
a perforated ulcer. I strongly 
recommend anyone who is suf- 
fering from Stomach Trouble 
to try your powder. 
(Southport). 


YOUR HEALTH 
OPPORTUNITY 


Make absolutely sure that you cet 
We BRAND Stomach Powder. ‘This 
-old only under the offer of “ mone Vv 


etn +k if not satistied.”’ Ifa 1/5 bottle does 
not bring you relief, return empty 
earton to Macle ans, Ltd, (ireut 

We;t Road, B rentford, and your 

money will be refunded in ful). 

But he sure that you wet 

*“MACLFAN BRAND beedbneh 
Powder,” which is onl, 

genuine if the signature 

** Alex. ©. Maclean ”? 

appears on bottle. 

carton or tin. 


MACLEAN ° 
BRAND 
Stomach 
Tablets 
In Handy re 


Pocket Tins 
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to Salonika 


Continued ‘for 


Belgrade than in almost any 
other city in Europe. 

The suggested terms are in- 
teresting, even though it is diffi- 
cult to believe that a people 
which fought so valiantly for its 
independence in the last war 
would accept them. 

The most attractive from the 
Yugo-Slav point of view is doubt- 
less the offer of Salonika. Each 
new Italian attempt to close the 
Adriatic has increased the inte- 
rest of people in Belgrade in the 
relatively easy and natural com- 
munications down the Vardar 
valley to Salonika and the 
Aegean. 

INTO NAZI HANDS 


But they know quite well that 
to gain Salonika with German 
help would only mean that the 
control] of the port passed out of 
the hands of a small Greece into 
those of an ambitious Germany 
who would exclude them from it 
whenever Hitler gave the word. 

The Nazis have been trying, 
with less than no success, to per- 
suade the Greeks to make a 
separate peace with Italy. 

The terms would be superfici- 
ally very attractive—except to 
the Italians—but They would 
Stipulate the transfer of Greek 
loyalty from Britain to Germany. 

This cynical Nazi proposal to 
give to the Yugo-Slavs territory 
belonging to Greece—with whom 
Germany still maintains diploma- 
tic relations—must Surely rein- 
force the conviction in Athens 
that a settlement with Mussolini 
would lead on to a surrender to 
Hitler. 


ROME REJOICES 
Mussolini’s private comments 
the reported terms would be 
interesting. The Rome radio has 
jovfully rg cag that the 
ive come into the 
AXIS camp it says nothing about 
the alleged offer, or bribe. to the 
Yugo-Slavs of important parts of 

Albania. 
But it was in 


Of 


order to check 
anything of this that Musso- 
lini annexed Albania one notable 
Good Friday This joyful tone 
of the Italian broadcasts jin- 
dicate how the mighty are 
ti erp *T) 

Admitted], the increas 
Nazi threat tO Salonika is 

The Greeks know that they 
can have whatever kind of 
British military help they most 
need, although it must be re- 


sort 


Ing 


SCTIOUS. 
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Programmes 
Viinister 
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membered that there is a great 
difference between holding a 
wide plateau such as Libya and a 
very narrow ledge of Greece 
between the mountains and the 
sea. But, quite apart from any- 
thing the British may do, the 
Turks are already established in 
great force at the eastern end of 
this ledge. 

In all this Balkan activity the 
attitude of the U.S.S.R. remains 
undecided and _ unimpressive. 
But it may be noted that at the 
eighteenth conference of the 
Communist Party, which opened 
on Saturday in the presence of 
M. Stalin. questions of party 
organisation came only third on 
the agenda. First came the 
development of industry and 
transport, and, second, economic 
planning for 1941. 

The revived interest in Stak- 
hanovist activities—in the break- 
ing of all records in production, 
especially in heavy industries— 
suggests that Moscow jis increas- 
ingly aware that splendid isola- 
tion is a policy which cannot be 
maintained for long in Hitler’s 
Europe 


Reforms in Workmen's 
Compensation Urged 


The need for a complete over- 
haul of the workmen’s compen- 
sation system was urged by a 
deputation from the T.U.C. 
General Council to the Home 
Office yesterday, 

Mr. Peake, 


Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary, told the depu- 
tation that anything in the 
nature of a comprehensive re- 
organisation of workmen’s com- 
pensation must await the end of 
the war. 


: support of our 
)Seren region. 


LEAD, SAYS 


From Our Own 


Exiled Italians Planning to Form | 


Anti-Mussolini Movement in U.S. 
| EX-MINISTER WILL 


NEW YORK’ 


Correspondent 


NEW YORK, Monday. 


GROUP of Italians 


Free French organisation 
Establishment here of 
Government which 
Carlo Sforza, 
and who was Italian 


Continued from Page One. 


R.A.F. BATTER 
HTALIANS ON 


would 
formerly Foreign Minister 
Ambassador to France when 


in this country is now 


making what appears to be a serious effort to 
form here a Free Italy body on the lines of the 


of General de Gaulle. 


This movement would have two objectives : 1. 


anti-Fascist Italian 
be headed by Count 
in Italy, 


cll) 


Mussolini came to 
power. Count Sforza is 
now lecturer at Virginia 
U niv ersity. 

.The creation of an 
Mie corps which would 
be sent to Libya to organise 
a revolutionary army among 
captured troops in prepara- 


tion for an invasion of Italy. 


ALL FRONTS 


rmear the aerodrome opposite | 
Lazaretto Island. Three enemy 
aircraft on the ground and one 
seaplane were destroyed. 


ALBANIA 


“In Albania on 
formations of R.A.F. 
escorted by fighter’ aircraft 
again concentrated their 
‘attacks on enemy positions in 
the Buzi area north of Tepelini. 
Direct hits were scored on 
enemy gun positions and mili- 
tary buildings at Buzi. At 
Laitiza bombs burst in a large 
tented camp and on motor trans- 
port concentrations. 

“Enemy troops and vehicles 
were machine-gunned. 

“One of the most effective 
operations was a severe attack on 
retreating enemy columns and 
motor transport on the Klisura- 
Berat road. 


AFRICA 


“In Eritrea heavy damage was 
Caused to hangars, buildings and 
workshops at Mai Adaga. 

“Our fighters continued active 
troops in the 
Enemy aircraft 
tere intercepted and one shot 
others were 
dam taged near Keren. 
/~ in Abyssinia an attack was 
By pe dispersed enemy air- 
and stores at Chinelli, a 
ge. fire being started. Farther 
a fe squadrons of the 
ued fo harass the 


| 
| 
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Sunday 
bombers 


Ia iit ‘a 

és bank oF tH e Juba 
; river nin ‘Italian Somaliland), 
| also on barracks. A further 
attack was made on Italian 
motor transport near El Sod, 
north of Mega. 

“ Fighter aircraft of the Royal 
Australian Air Force intercepted 
German bombers near Benghazi. 
One of the German aircraft was 
shot down. 

MERCHANT SHIP SUNK 

“During an offensive recon- 
Naissance made by aircraft of 
the Fleet Air Arm in search of 
Italian shipping off the coast of 
Tunis one merchant vessel of 
about 7,000 tons was sunk.” 

In all these operations 
bomber and one fighter 
safe) were lost. 

The Air Ministry’s com- 
munique said: “ During daylight 
on Sunday the Bomber Com- 
mand, operating singly, attacked 
a number of objectives in enemy- 
occupied territory. 

“ At Hellevoetsluis bombs were 
seen to hit the quay and a vessel 
moored alongside. 

“Shipping off the Dutch coast 
and targets at Zeebrugge, Middel- 
burg and Den Helder were also | 
bombed.” 

Hellevoetsluis (naval station) 
and Middelburg (rail junction) 
are both in the Zeeland group of 
islands on the Dutch coast. Den 
Helder is a big Dutch naval base 
at the western entrance to the 
Zuyder Zee. 


one 
(pilot 


Decision Soon On 


Sunday Theatres 


Whether not Mr. Herbert 
Morrison, the Home Secretary, 
will agree to the opening of 
theatres on Sundays will prob- 
ably be known at the end of the 
week. 

Then he is. expected to 
announce his decision in reply to 
the deputation which appealed on 
behalf of actors and managers to 
allow Sunday performances 

Opposition being organised 
by the Lord's. Day Observance 
Societv and the Imperial Alliance 
for the Defence of Sunday. 


or 


IS 


This force, it is proposed, 
would train in Canada. 


FOUGHT IN SPAIN 

Some of the group, which is 
ot present attempting to start a 
Free Italy movement, hope it 
may be possible to get Randolpho 
Picciardi, who commanded the 
Garibaldi Brigade, which fought 
on the side of the Republican 
forces in Spain, to lead the pro- 
jected officers’ corps. 

Professor Max Ascoli, of the 
New School for Social Research 
in New York, one of the leading 
anti-Fascist Italian-Americans in 
this city, was anxious today to 
stress the fact that the move- 
ment is so far in a preliminary 
stage. He told me, however, 
that there is reason to _ believe 
the British Embassy here is 
being sounded on the proposals. 

He would not say what the 
British reaction was, but in 
another quarter it was said the 
British authorities have indicated 
tentatively that they may be will- 
ing to give encouragement and 
perhaps definite backing to such 
a movement. 

See also Page Three. 


Mr. Gilbert Southall 
Dead 


The death has taken place at 
his home in Edgbaston, Birming- 
ham, of Mr. Gilbert Southall, a 
brother of the late Mrs Barrow 
Cadbury. 

Mr. Southall, like Mrs. Cad- 
bury, was greatly interested in 


the work of the Boys’ Brigade in 
{Birmingham. He was largely in- 


hem 


a Are; 73 


with lands fieiUs ahd eu 


headquarters in the city. 
He was an elder in the Society 


of Friends. 
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‘Dinex News 


Westminster City Council 
to be asked by its Emer- 


‘gency Committee to engage 


women motor 
ia week 


} 
) 


| are 
| appearance 


drivers at 55s. 
plus bonus. and 
uniform, 
Early.—Elvers 
making an 
in 


(young eels) 
unusually early 
the Somerset 


| rivers. 


Teacher.—Mr. Ernest H. Luck- 
ing, late superintendent of Wind- 
sor Castle Mews, who taught the 
King to ride, has died. 

Lectureship.—The Bishop of 
London has appointed the Rev. 
Jacob Jocz, recently chaplain to 
the Church Missions to the Jews 
in Warsaw, to be the next holder 
of the Boys Lectureship. 

Casualties.—Latest Army casu- 
alty list gives 252 names; 90 
wounded. 

President—Mr. Victor S. Peel, 
of Birmingham, was yesterday 
elected president of the Incor- 
porated Association of Architects 
and Surveyors. 

Absolute.—Among 95 decrees 
made absolute in the Divorce 
Court yesterday was that 
granted to Earl Poulett 

Sovereign.—A_ sovereign 
minted in 1553 was sold for £19 
at Glendinings. 

Profiteers.—Profiteers in this 
war are outlawed, said Mr. 
Ernest Bevin, Minister of 
Labour, broadcasting to Aus- 
tralia yesterday. 

Canals.— Mr. Frank Pick, 
former managing director Lon- 
don Transport, is to report on 
traffic on canals and inland 
waterways. 


Man-Power 
Decisions 
Today 


Mr. Ernest Bevin, Minister 
of Labour, will meet his 
National Consultative Com- 
mittee today for what he 
hopes will be the final discus- 
sion before he issues his 


man-power schemes. 

On the Committee are 14 
representatives of the T.U.C. and 
the Employers’ Confederation. 
The main problems facing them 
are revolutionary proposals 
limiting their authority. 

If, for instance, the Committee 
backs. one of Mr. Bevin’s pro- 
posals, inefficiently-managed war 
factories will be taken over by 
Government experts and the 
nominal manegneens super- 
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NEW TYPES | FIGHTERS 
TACKLING NIGHT RAIDERS 


By the Air Correspondent 


Although Mr. Herbert Morrison, Home Secretary, has 
rightly warned people against complacency with regard to 
enemy air attack, and stated that we have not yet mastered 
the night bomber, there is reason to believe that the 
position is definitely improving. 

Both night fighters and anti-aircraft guns are now 
taking a steady toll of enemy raiders during the hours of 


darkness. 

The numbers are not large and 
are far from being decisive, but 
with the gaining of experience 
and by the introduction of new 
methods there every pro- 
spect that the enemy will find 
that Britain can be raided by 
night only at an increasing cost 
of men and machines 

NEW EQUIPMENT 


The Defiant two-seat fighter, 
and both the Spitfire 
cane fighters have been used for 
night defence. Now new equip- 
ment is coming into use. This 
includes types of aircraft and 
equipment designed after long 
experiment to enable pilots to 
locate enemy machines. 

In January, when German air 
activity over this country was on 
a small scale, 13 bombers were 
shot down at night. Three were 
brought down by fighters, nine 
by the guns and one crashed for 
a reason not siven. The best 
night was that of January 19-20 
when the bag was five—four by 
the guns and one for 
stated. 

So far this 
have been snot 
two by fighters, 
reasons. and 
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month ten Germans 
down at night— 
one 
by 


seven antl- 


FOOD SHIP FOR FRANCE 10 PASS BLOC 


KADE 


Bold letters emblazoned on the hull of the ship Cold Harbor proclaim the nature of 
her mission as she steams out of Chesapeake Bay for 


the British Government, the Cold Harbor 
clothing, for babies in unoccupied France and wheat for Spain 
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for unknown 


| may well be your first warning that 
| >Flu is on the way. 
| your natural resistance lowered by a 


' quickly turn to a nasty ’Flu attack. 
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' deep in the membranes of nose and 
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CORN 
lifts 


OUT 


-thanks to 
FREEZONE 


R°GULATINnwG 


“POR years I had 
painful corns on 
little toes,’’ 
Mrs. Acke.- 
hurst, of Milford. 
‘‘It was misery to 
walk. Our chemist 
recommended 
‘FREEZON E.’ With- 
ina week both corns 
came right out.”’ 
‘Freezone’Corn Remover 
costs only 1/3. plus Pur- 
chase Tax, & is sold with 
a money-back guarantee, 


both 
writes 


- Tae | ' 


FIRST A GARGLE WITH T.C.P. 
to reheve at soreness and hill the 
infecting germs that lodge and multiply 
tm the membranes of Nose and throat. 


thro 


‘FLU IS ABOUT! 


. So tackle any Cold or ‘Throat’ 
at once with this ‘“Two-Way”’ Treat- 
ment—and you'll stop Flu developing 


THEN A SMALL DOSE OF T. san P. 
fo counteract f and 
shivering and drive pina 


rrfection richt 


OU’RE asking for trouble if you 
neglect the first symptoms of a 
' Cold or * Throat’ just now. For it 


In any case, with 


severe Wartime winter, unchecked 
colds at this time of the year can 


you tackle that Cold or 
‘Throat’ promptly, with the T.C.P. 
"Two-Way ° Treatment, youve a 
very good chance of avoiding Flu 
—even though there s a good deal otf 
it about. This is what you do: 


. . ss? 
} Viviseé Viti 


.d-. meq 


Garele frequently and als 
wWiieyt al luted LX 

it IS a Penetrating antiseptic 
germicide I.C.P. able to 
reach and destroy the infecting germs 


cause 
LS 


throat It also relieves throat sore- 
almost instantly, and quickly 
clogged nostrils 


ness 


cleat 


safe internal antiseptic action, T 
gives Nature just the exrr 
needed to clear the Cold or 
infection right out of 
system. 


If you start this ‘*‘ Two-Way’ 
‘Treatment promptly, 1 eatuts Over tne 
past few ye AES PLOWS HAE YOU Ve sate 
chances to one of stop saps a ¢ 
‘ Throat ‘Flu can develop 
Read this 


old ur 
by ’ | > 
5 PAPER 


letter 


= [recently rol 
ail rhe edie ire 
throal akened ) 
i} - aid i}? 
and drinking smai 
water, and contini 
throal be, Gre MOTH! I 
and I have not 


fit ss 


THE NEW “ TWO-WAY” TREATMENT FOR SORE THROATS, COLDS & FLU 
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SHELTER OBSERVATION 


General considerations 


1. Enquiry should be related to specific problems rather 
then the collection of miscellaneous data. It is felt that 
this method will produce the most fruitful results, and | - 
further,that it will make possible the framing of questionnaire 


to non-psychological collaborators, such as Mass Observation 
and the Society of I'riends. 


2. Any special advantages of the shelter situation such 
as are not obtainable elsewhere should be used to the full. 


3. The possibility of applying our findings tc the post- 
war situction should always be kept in mind, and we must be 
constantly on the lookout for any elements in shelter life that 
could be profitably transferred to peace-time services. But, 
before any definite statement or policy can be framed, we must 
have a substantial basis of fact. The essential thing would 
seem to be first of sll to determine "the psychological truths 
and needs" of the population. 


4. To determine the approximate proportions of people in 
different districts who use communal shelters, private shelters, 


or no shelters at all, teacher members might collect information 
from children in their schools. We should then know ithe 


relative size of the group under observation in communal shelters. 


oO.» the presence of factots dividing the shelter population 
into sroups which are likely ta be significantly different must 
always be kept in mind. for instance, age, sex; social level 
within the same shelter, different types of shelters and different 
districts (taking into account the extent of bombing), are all 


variable quantities, and their effects must not be abscured by 
careless generalisation. 


6. If it should be found-impossible to settle on a definite 
problem or problems prior to experience of shelter observation, a 
few observers might make a preliminary survey for, say, a 
fertnight with a view to deciding on the type of enquiry most 
likely to produce fruitful results. 


- Specific suggestions 


The inhabitants of a shelter may be studied from at least 
three angles: (a) as 2 community, (b) as a crowd, (c) individmally. 
(d) There are also those in positions of minor authority, either 


newly acquirec, such as Wardens and Marshals, or permanent, such 
as Police and other officials. 


A few representative questions from each approach are given. 


(a) 1. How does the community structure itself? 

Does the family group persist? 

Are. interest groups formed (knitting, cards, etc.)? 

How stable is their compssition? 

To what extent are distinctions of age, sex and 
social level maintained or broken down in the 
formation of these groups and in general 
conversation? 


Is there spontaneous leadership of these groups 


by a certain type of individual, and how lasting 
is it? 


2e What are the usual topics of discussion (personal, 
political)? 


3. Under what circumstances does the population of the 
shelter act as a whole? 


(b) 1. In what respects does crowd behaviour differ from 
individual or organised group behaviour twnder 
comparable circumstances? 

Can emotional infection be measured? 

How easily are crowds of different const&tutions 
swayed by (i) direct appeal, (ii) rumour (cheerful, 
depressing, horrific, etc.)? 


2e How receptive are different crowds to social and 
religious workers and to psychological observers, 
and how far is their attitude due to a genuine 
interest in the subject, how far to personal 
liking or dislike of the worker? 


(c) In order to study individual motives it is desirable first 
to have some objective data as to (a) the amenities, (b) the 
disadvantages, and (c) the possible alternayives to shelter 
Lifes We could then ask:- 


1. What conscious motives draw people to shelters? 
Are they consciously attracted by the social 
gathering? 

How regularly do they g0? 


Ze Why do they go to one shelter rather than enother, 
particularly to dep or surface, large or small, 
Tube, trench or basement shelters? 
Would they prefer another kind of shelter if it 
were available? 


oe Have they been evacuated, and how many times? 
Why have they returned, or why have they never 
gone’? 


If the enquiry is extended to nonusers of public shelters 
their motives for remaining away could also be ascertained. | 


The following questions would also be suitable for putting to 
shelter marshals, canteen workers, and others in similar positions. 


Le Can you say from observation of individuals of 
diffcrent sorts whether shelter life has affected 
(a) their behaviour, (in certain casily observed 
traits, such as talkativeness}? (b) their apparent 
enjoyment of life? (c) their attktudes to self, 
to others, to the authorities? 


2. Have you noticed that shelterers as ~. alass exhibit 
any characteristics which might differentiate them 
from those who do not come to the shelters? 


The answerg@ to these questions could then be used as a 
basis for more exact investigation. 


(da) The psychology of voluntary leaders, such as shelter 
marshals and Air Raid Wardens, would form an interesting 
study. As a beginning we might note their attitudes to che 
shelterers as revealed in their answers to our questions, 
and relate these to the shelterers' attitudes to them. 

Such an enquiry might be extended to the attitudes of 
permanent officials of local and central government. 

Home Office pronouncements and local regulations might be 
used as clues to this. 


(Signed) F.J.Bullen, (per Social Psychology 
Terence Moore,Section, British 
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Firebomb Fritz Boster. 


a ae ene 
60 veople questioned. 


16 people had already seen it, including 2 who said No but 
e € L wien Snow. 
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Aporoved Disapproved No Opinion 


6) 8 11 
( 18 bd, 26 c, @@ a) (6b, £6, = 4) (@b, gc, gs 4) 


includes 2 who thought includes 1 who didn't 
it would be better In think much of it, but 
colours thought it would look 
petter in colours. 
Avorovals. Apart from the usual “Very good", "Very fair", "All 
right" &@l11 meaning the sane thing. 


m40ca.Yes bb. Yes, it's met with a lot of approval; I've 
heard people péssing remarks where I live. It's put 
the wind up them like, : 


m 45 oc fe) No. (b) A Jerry firebomb, is it? I think it's 
eather a fantastic idea myself, but quite feasible, 


coming from the source it does! Meant to be 
frightening, I suppose? We shall know how to deal 
with it. 
\a) No, 

m 55 a Ae act say it was rather a good advert, 
&) No 


Hy 


40 c /Ratheér realistic - gives you the idea of horror with 
ee hends like flames . .. Splendid! 
2) Mo. 
m 45 ada /I should say it was good; it conveys everything, 
doesn’t it? . 


m 45a (a) No. &b) I should say it would be better in 
colours, on & fairesized poster it would be striking; 
ag an advert. in the paper it doesn't catch the eye 


M 50 da (a) No, (b) Not at all bad; 1% will make a very fine 
poster, that will. : 
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(a) No. (b) Funny object, isn't it? It's quite 

a good picture. Looks like a shrimp with those eyes, 

and then .. tne clutching hands ... Tell you what 
t reminds me of - an advert. for what's that stuff, 

to kill bugs. 


(@ I have included this in approvals, but I doubt 
whether it is the desired reaction) 
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. \ 4. ? ~ ” c~ *rr : Ra i ~~" a as mm & 
No. (b) It's an exciting looking poster, 


Se” 


(a) No. (b) Anything with a little animation, to 
make people take novi ce! 


(a) No. (b) It does seem to emphasise the point; 
I think from the artistic point of view it could ha 
been better, still it's not at all bad. 
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(8) No. (b) If it looks as threatening as that on 
the poster it will be 0O,K. 


It's a very good poster - I wouldn't like to meet the 


mont thine 


io c" >? 
/ . ? eee Crea, eae ? oa a 
(a) Yes. (b) It's one of the best I've seen. 


(a) Yes. (bj) Quite effective; it catches the eve 
as you go along. 


(a) No. (b)- It would be better without the hands 
obscure 

(a) Mo. (bd) t looks rather/ShxEruRrE to me 

(2) Yes (b) A bad bit of publicity 

(a) Yes (b) Terrible (condemnatory) 


(a) No (b) Too involved: one doesn't went to have 


ee a Fee, I 


(a) No (b) I would have to digest it before I ie 
could comment on it (a Scot, hence the canniness and ) 
alse literate phraseology) oo 
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(a) No (b) ‘The colour's striking, but I can't see 


the object; there's no direct appealp the written 
matter wants amplifying a bit. People don't know 
the object of the poster. (@ railway publicity man) 
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Bebioe a, or not.... scientists have proved that pots and pans 


scratched by harsh, old-fashioned scourers do bring “many happy returns — 
to dangerous germs! And why? Because tiny particles of food which collect 
in such scratches quickly decay, and whole families of germs are soon thriving 
where they can do the most harm. Why risk it? Germs-don’t get:a chance 
when you keep surfaces smooth with Mirro, the new never-scratch -cleanser. 


MIRR NEW NEVER-SCRATCH CLEANSER 


’ KEEPS POTS AND PANS GERM-FREE 


Mirro is so fine it will pass through silk . . . simply cannot leave scratches to 
harbour germs. Mirro actually absorbs dirt instead of scraping it off the surface 
. . . quickly shifts food particles and germs from scratches left’ by harsh, 
old-fashioned scourers . . . leaves cooking pans smooth, spotless, germ-free. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 

Try Mirro to-day ! Compare its value with 

other cleansers. See how it cleans. Then, if ww YES, MADAM! MIRRO 
you don’t agree: that Mirro is the biggest and ‘WR Gives YOU NEARLY 
finest cleanser bargain of all, return the canister: to NY ~. TWICE AS MUCH 

us and we will refund your money, plus postage. f- \) “Woman aEaea.D bla mae. 
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Dorothy is too iihpatient & It’s True! 


~. 


Dorothy must put the brakes on — slow down her 
impulse to do everything at once. Her hands are 


good and she cares for them well— with Zixt. im . = ae oe a 
Shell do any dirty job, for she knows that Zixt, ay). Cab : : — a ; 
with its rich lather, will get rid of the dirt immedi- . wil | 
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WITH ZIXT 


Fim YOUR BABY 


A WHITE FILM | eS ae : leep, peaceful, unbroken sleep is 
S14 fac SO ee : ‘ vital to infant growth. When baby 
pet ‘7 — ———— | | is cross, fretful, sleepless, those 
- | weekly ounces of gain do not appear 
on the scales. Mother, take care! 
Look to baby’s digestion. 
The minute you see baby feverish, 
tipated, sufferi hh wind. 
we give a little ‘Milk of Magnesia’ 
antacid. Soon comes pleasant 
| Po ee relief. “Milk of Magnesia’ safely 
oLISH — AND ~~ . s | and surely sweetens the sour little 
sek Canes ee —_" ae _ | stomach, regulates the tiny bowels, 
ake ! a : . soothes and calms baby. And with 
SPARKLES; The fingers betray a thoughtful disposition, the thumb a fairly strong will-power. sourness and sickness gone, with 
odbye to water splashing — goodbye A, This space between Head and Life lines indicates impatience, and impulsive tendency. bowel movements regular » you are 


; : : overjoyed to see restful, th 

ard rubbing! Ww indolene cleans ab B. The actual Head line is full of small islands, proving a lack of concentrative ability, pgs So Baby makes rraes 
It’s economical, too. Get it from a mind that is too quick ; . | ee , tha 

r grocer or ironmonger, and see what : . stead y gains in weight t are the 

w sparkle it brings to your windows C. These semi-circular lines betray a marked emotional sensitivity which in such a hand delight of every Mother. 

mirrors. means atoo ready responsiveness to environment and the influences of other people. Doctors and Nurses everywhere re- 


commend ‘Milk of Magnesia’ as a safe, 


ff me ideal j 
indolene | ZIXT wio'e See 
| to ask for ‘MILK of ia’ which is 
ne ee HAND SOAP removes grease and | the registered trade mark of Phillips’ 
a paration of Magnesia. Prices 1/5 


L POnoriT? «’soms) <3) grime. and keeps your hands smooth and white {and 2/10 (including Purchase Tat) 
KP 119-829 | 7 JOHN KNIGHT LTD.— SOAP MAKERS SINCE 1810 You can get it everywhere. : 
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The tnve found aposter near the junction 


of two main réads and stood by it for a quarter of an hour 
with the féllowing results: 
, > ‘ 
Noe of people No of people No.of peovle 
passing bve who stoppede who glanced” atite 
> 
fe nil. nile 


The poster itself was on a hoarding coming right down onto the 
street Thess wes one or two posters on neighbouring 


hoercings, but the firebomb poster was not crowded or in the 


The Inv. went up to one man who was waiting 


f* 


or the bus and drew his attention to the poster and had the 


following conversation: 


4 


Inv."Have vou seen many of these posters about?*® 
Me 40-0. "Yes, I have seen a few of them. They have only 
been up recently though." 
Inv. "What do you think of them?" 
Me"Oh, they are tiright I suppose." 
Inve"Do vou think tHeir colour ing is very attr eting?" 
We "I suppose, why? Are you interested in them? You 
heve anything to do with their design, did 
39" 
Inve” No, I didn't,’ I havpened to have noticed themrecently. 
Med reckon ee | is the nearest I have ever been\to one 
of those bombse I was in London all during the blitz 


Vw 


but I never saw anye" 


Although fev people passed by the poster whilst the Inve was 
there, during certain hours there are a large numbers of 


paople who do pass it as they come out of a good number of 
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Ihe Inve found one of the Firebomb Fritz 


posters and stood by it for about qa quarter of an hour. 
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pavement, 


bus faragpee Although this advert was the onl 


hoardings 


let alone 


in’ it is quite a good poster. It seems to be g 


at time about 7o people passed it, on béth sides 


eet, hut of that number only one person took any 


it. the Inv. had the following talk with him: 


well planned and caught my eye before when I 


The poster was placed in the middle of 


voce of empty hoardings which came down to the 


situated in the Edgeware Rd. opposite an L.?.1T. 


the Inv. did not observe any people emen see it, 


look out it, with the one exceptione 
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Kirebomb Fritz Advert. 
1) Have you seen the new advertisement in the papers about 
Firebombd “ritz? 


2) What doyou think of it? 


Whilst using 2 paper to show people the 


advertisement in question, the Inv, noticed that the advertise- 
Se ae 2 eS peep tL ‘ase at ai _ a M4 4 
rents iW cifferen* papers differed considerably. For instance 


in the News Chronicle the Advertisement was amongst a number of 
other advertisements. It was in size 55" x 4" -nd in not a very 
definite shade of blacke The advertisemen* in the Evening News 


on the other hand was by itself, its size was 11" x 4" and the 


print was of a definite bleknesse The wording in the two 
adverts also differed. The result of the differences in these 


two versions is that the Evening News Advertisement is far more 


\u 


outstaniing than the News Chronicle one and far more likely 
to esatech the eye and draw attention. A girl said the followins 


in this connection: 


F.°0.3."There is quite a difference between the two. The 
one in the Evening News is much better. 


Reactions to the cuestions were: 
1) Out of ten people interviewed, 5 had seen the advertisement 
and five hadn't. 
m 


2) On the whole people thought it was quite good but most were 


not outstandingly impressede 
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particularily impressed. It looks too much like 
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1) Yes. 


2) I thine it is rather unisal for a government poster to be 
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1) Mave you seen the new advertisement in the papers about 


Peovle cid not have very much to sav about 


veopvle thourht it was cood and usually added some small 
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lslike of their own. Nothine was commented on in the adverte 
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itsel> excspt for an odd person Or SOc 
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+) Noe 
don't 
2) I Atkin 'x think it is amazinely outstendinge as an advertises 
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1) No. 


2) I think it is quite rood. 
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: 2).1I tBhink it is quite good. I don’t think they ean be too 
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I thin’: they should have these reminders for 


is it is so easy to forget. 
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1) No, I don't get time to read the paper inti 11 finish work. 


2) I think it is a lot of blocdy bunk. How many people do 
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Today we may say aloud before an awe-struck world: ‘We still are master 6 THIRD C z, A S S 


of our fate; we still are captain of our soul.’—Mr. Churchill (Pages 2 & 3) 
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Second American ship is torpedoed off Iceland +e, rus 


BOLITION of first-class 


travel on shorter rail 


STRONGER NAVAL MEASURES? igescs.ramth, & 
| e | Ministry of War Transport, 
| _will take effect in London 
| | from October 1, it was an- 


| nounced last night. 
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: > . I) The new third-class-only rule 
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‘beyond, and if it is a success 


Express Staff Reporter C. V. R. THOMPSON will be extended to other big 


The object is to economise 
NEW YORK, Tuesday. accommodation and to make 
the most of available rolling- 
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THE OFFENSIVE 
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. ing Russian victery at Yelnya, 
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Churchill, scanning the crescent war front from Spitzbergen to ere 
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But it will be speedy 
and effective — 


Express Parliamentary Reporter WILLIAM BARKLEY | 


HE Allied line now runs in a crescent from 
Spitzbergen in the Arctic to Tobruk in the 
Western Desert, through Russia, Iran (Persia), 
Iraq and Egypt—this was the map which Mr. 
Churchill, the Prime Minister, drew in words 
for the teeming House of Commons which met 
yesterday to hear yet another inspiring war 
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It is the adaptability of 
the Brittsh mind and 
the tenacity of the 
British eharacter by 
which we shall certainly 
be saved, and save 
others. — Mr. Churchill 
yesterday. 
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The war winners 


HE end of the war, said 
Mr. Churchill, is not in 
ADORS HEV te |Meat. But it is clear to him 
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mans their full marks. 
sets no bounds to their 
malice and ingenuity. 3 


Give the fighting men of 


“s\this country the weapons, 
Jand they can use them to 
us jbetter 


effect than any 


a i/fighters in the world. 
Hearne. - 
| Churchill faces facts 
§.3 


PEAKERS of all shapes 
and siges have told us 


that we are certain of final 
victory. 
us yawn. 


Most of them make 


What is the difference 


with Churchill? Why is he 
convincing ? 


Because he gives the Ger- 
He 


He wants no more vain 


talk of the Battle of the 
Atlantic being already won. 
-1|Not while the Germans have 
-{|bombers 
than they have ever had 


more U-boats and 
in the Atlantic 


ee a a 


a | fighting men on a grand 


are winning the war at sea. 
Can we raise the same effort 
to help Russia and win the 
war on land ? 


To help Russia 
With prodigious concen- 


tration of effort we 


We and America are to 


divert to Russia such quan- 
tities of war material that we 
shall be short in our own 
arms programme. 


We have lost defensive 


battles through shortage of 
equipment. Let there be no 
risk of similar failure when 
we start the attacks. 


Still more arms 


T all costs we must arm 
Russia’s millions. of 


“We must have more 


you — |/arms ourselves. 


‘may vary from time to time, 
but the high quality of the 


FOUNTAIN 
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Fiat gmur 


‘\larmies for his campaign 
next spring. 


RAF. 


PILOTS, 
‘OBSERVERS, ETC. 


Special rapid Homestudy 
courses in the essential 
Branches of Mathematics. 
For full details of this 
scheme apply or write 


BIET. (Dept. M.22a.), 
17, Stratford Place, London, W.1. 


| 


‘bombing raids 
assaults. 
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Britain must 
issue from now on. 


have 
bombed, and have put out a 
fire in-a munitions ship and 
brought it safely to port, 
they sometimes receive 
awards. 


civilian awards, 


Hitler is already preparing 


After that campaign there 


will be no doubt of the out- 
come of the war—one way or 
the other. 


workers of 
decide the 


The arms 


Heroes of the sea 


OME of the bravest deeds 
of this war have been 


done by merchant seamen. 
Men of the Royal Navy pay 
tribute to them. 


When merchant seamen 
been gunned and 


But they are always 


like those 


given to faithful country 


which tell 


magistrates or donors of sur- 
plus cash to hospitals. 


They should have awards 
the world at 


once that they have risked 
their lives for Britain. 


special 


News for Canada 


jer Canadian people have 
long complained of the 
quality of war news allowed 


‘out of Britain. So the Cana- 


dian troops took their own 
newspapermen to _  Spitz- 
bergen with them. 

The Germans take their 
correspondents on 
and tank 


If we don’t care to learn 


from Goebbels we can take 


ond St. (fac. 
Me Bt’), London, W.1. hay ater 
Se OTe Fer 


or ernd rea 


BY APPOINTMENT TO 
HM KING GEORGE V 


Imperial 


British made 
Typewriters for 
the modern office 


ort. 
. F Country are | 


a tip from our own Domi- 
nions. And drop the old 
furtive English custom of 
leaving the trained observers 
behind when there is any- 
thing to be seen. 


Diplomatic deal 


){ ‘HE Premier says we have 
demanded the ex- 
pulsion of the German and 
Italian legations in Iran, 
“whose diplomatic 


“of course” ? 
The Germans are Still de- 


‘Lancelot 
‘former 
‘Brussels. 


/ 


taining illegally Sir 
Oliphant, 
Ambassador 
him 


They want to trade 


‘for an eminent German now | 
‘in our | 
‘fused. We should not release |' 


hands. We have re- 
the Axis bunch from Iran 
until Oliphant is freed. 


review. 

That crescent cuts off 
Hitler’s eastward march. 
One expected him to Say, 
perhaps, that its horns held 
the crooked cross. 

It was a speech in which 
abounding cheerfulness con- 
stantly broke through the 
grim account of the struggle, 
particularly in his massive 
contrast of the _ position 
12 months ago with today. 


Even Churchill 


was surprised 


Our counter-attack at sea, 
in which we, in two months, 
have sunk nearly three times 
as much enemy shipping as 
they have sunk of ours, must 
have surprised even Myr. 
Churchill when he was given 
the figures, because he re- 
peated several times that it 
was extraordinary and re- 
markable. 


Before the departure of 
Lord Beaverbrook’s mission 
to Moscow, emergency de- 
cisions have been taken, and 
supplies are already on 
their way to Russia. Here 
the Prime Minister warned 
the country that every- 
thing sent to Russia by 
Britain or by America must 
be made up by increased 
exertions in British muni- 
tion factories. 


He was reinforced by the 
Opposition speaker, Mr. Lees- 
Smith, who said the workers 
in Britain must now act as if 
this were another Dunkirk. 


The .Eight-Point 


Declaration 


In great good form, vigor- 
ous in style and vigorously 
applauded, Mr. Churchill 
began with a kind of first- 
hand reporter’s account of 
outstanding events since he 
spoke last. 

His meeting with the Presi- 
dent of the United States was 
not concerned merely with 
the Eight-Point Declaration. 
It covered help for Russia, 
joint action to keep Japan, if 
possibie, at peace, and many 
technical matters. 

The fact that it was a united 
declaration set up a milestone or 
& monument which neéded onl 
the stroke of victory to make it 
& permanent part of the history 
of human progress. 

He emphasised that the guar- 
antees in that declaration of 
national sovereignty applied 
“a camagpntd to the European coun- 

ies overrun by the Nazis. It 
does not affect our declared policy 
of equal partnership of India and 
Burma in the Empire. 


Next the Battle of the 
Atlantic. He would not give 
actual figures, but he said the 
es have the impression that 

hings are going much better. 
Whimsically he added “I can- 
not deny that this is so.” 


Fewer of our ships are being 
sunk. More of our cargoes are 
reaching port. At the beginning 
of this year, apparently in secret 
session, he gave the House an 
estimate of the volume of im- 
ports on which he counted. 


Most dangerous 
service of all 


Now he considers that estimate 
will be exceeded. And by air 
bombing and submarine action 
we are inflicting enormous de- 
struction on enemy shipping. 

Here is his “extraordinary” 
statement :— 


“The sinkings of British and 
Allied ships by enemy action in 
July and August, two months 
added together, did not amount 
to more than one-third of the 
German and Italian tonnage 
we have sunk by our aircraft 
and submarines.” 


He spoke movingly of the grati- | 
tude and admiration Parliament | 
must feel towards our submarine | 
suffered a | 

loss than | 
It is the most | 


service. which has 
greater proportionate 
any other branch. 
dangerous service 
“That is perhaps 
First Lord tells me 


of all. 
why 


men,” he added. 
Since January 
marines héve sunk 


British  sub- 


ships—a ship every two days, 
maybe a 20,000-ton liner, 


caique, or a troopship laden with 
stores or men. 

He lifted the veil of secrecy 
again a littie bit on the anti- 
mines services. Some time in 
secret session he had told the 
House how our men were meet- 
ing the attacks of 30 or 40 air- 
planes which every night were 
dropping magnetic mines and a 
new variant, the acoustic mine. 


To the refrain “ We don’t hear 
much about the mine menace,” 
he revealed that 20,000 men, with 
a thousand ships, toil cease- 
lessly to clear the ports and 
channels of mines. He quoted 
Kipling :— 


| CAG at 


THE CATCH OF THE SEASON 


Mines reported in the fairway, ~ 


Mines almost mastered 


Warn all traffic and detain. 

‘Sent up Unity, Claribel, As- 
syrian, Stormcock and Golden 
Gain. 


Amid cheers he announced 
that by the resources of British 
science the mine menace has 
been largely mastered. 


Million tons 
are saved 


By similar exertions the sal- 
vage services have recovered a 
million tons of ships which 
would otherwise have been cast 
away. Speaking of such sea- 
manship, devotion and organisa- 
tion Mr. Churchill said: “It is 
the adaptability of our minds 
and the tenacity of the British 
character by which we shall cer- 
tainly be saved, and Save 
others.” 


American patrols are a help 
to us on the other side of the 
Atlantic, but he said bluntly: 
“I could wish it might be a 
greater help.” Hitler was true 
to his technique of “one by 
wishing to finish off 
then Britain be- 
the United 


one,’ 
Russia and 
fore attacking 
States. 


Jocularly he expressed naive 
surprise in finding large bodies 
of British and United States 
forces engaged on the same job 
in Iceland, where he reviewed 
them. No doubt they were there 
for entirely different reasons, 
but they happened to be engaged 
jointly in defending the island. 
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Decisive part ~~ 
in victory 

The airfields being constructed 
in Iceland and in Newfoundland 
will carry increasingly the broad 
Stream of heavy bombers from 
America now acting night after 
night against Germany. ‘These 
bombers, he said, will play a de- 
cisive part—he corrected himself 
to “one of the decisive parts’’— 
in the final victory. 

Turning eastwards, Mr. 
Churchill reported the events in 
Iraq. Rashid Ali’s repeated ap- 
peals to Germany’ to send the 
promised airplanes were never 
answered. 


The reason was that the 
German air corps intended for 
this purpose was exterminated 


in the Battle of Crete, The 


tale ended with Rashid Ali’s 
flight to Persia. 


“I like to say Persia (instead 
of Iran),’” said Mr. Churchill, “if 
only in deference to the right 
hon. gentleman.” (This was a 
tilt at Mr. Lloyd George, who in 
his last speech mixed up Iran 
with Iraq. L.G,, sitting opposite, 
blushed a trifle, but nodded.) 

He told of the occupation of 
Syria, now securing the island of 
Cyprus, which. the German alir- 
fields in Syria were beginning to 
threaten. Among European 
nations France has a pre-eminent 

lace there. The Allies will 

asten its independence, but even 
in that condition France will 
retain her pre-eminent place. 


Germans brought 
to standstill 


Mr. Churchill wheeled round 
when several M.P.s_ shouted 
“Why?” He retorted: “Be- 
cause that is the position which 
has been adopted, and France 
has specialised relationship with 
Syria, just as we have with Egypt 
or Iraq.” 


In Egypt we were entitled to 
be content that we had greatly 
improved the security of the 
Nile Valley. The heavy attacks 
in May and June at Tobruk 
had brought the Germans to a 
standstill. All the German 
boasts of being in Suez by the 
end of May had proved to be 
vain, and powerful reinforce- 
ments have reached the Army 
of the Nile. 


Turning now to what he called 
“wider fields,” the Prime Minis- 
ter used words which stirred every 
heart, none more than that of 
Mr. Maisky, where he sat in the 
gallery. 

“The magnificent resistance of 
the Russian armies, and the skil- 
ful manner in which their vast 
front is being withdrawn, make it 
certain that Hitler’s hopes of a 
short war with Russia will be dis- 
pelled. 

“Already in three months he 
has lost more German blood than 
was shed in any Single year of 
the last war. He faces the Cer- 
tainty of having to maintain his 
armies from the Arctic to the 
Black Sea at the end of long, in- 
adequate lines of communication 


Rupert’s Big Game Hunt—22 


The little monkey seems to be 
playing hide-and-seek in the ‘eaves 
and does not return to Rupert. ‘1 
believe he is feeling frisky and wants 


me to climb up and catch him,”’ says 
the little bear as he starts to ascend. 
The monkey waits until he has nearly 
caught up and then he darts into the 
higher branches. Rupert follows and 
sees a dark form near the top of the 
tree. As he gets nearer he gives a 
ot of surprise, for the figure is that 
: pal Algy the Pug, caught in 


or RIGHTS RESERVED. 


| to be 


through all the severities of the 
Russian winter and the vigorous 
counter-strokes of the Russian 
armies. 


All aid must 
go to Russia 


“From the moment, now 80 
days ago, when Russia was 
attacked, we ‘have cast about for 
every means of giving the most 
speedy and effective heip to our 
new Allies. 

“The need is urgent and the 
scale is heavy. A considerable 
part of the munitions and iron 
and steel production of Russia 
have fallen into the hands of 
the enemy. On the other hand, 
the Soviets dispose of anything 
from 10 to 15 million men, for 
nearly all of whom they have 
equipment. 


“The study of the whole pro- 
blem has been ceaselessly pro- 
ceeding in the United States and 
here, and we are awaiting the 
arrival of the American Mission 
under Mr. Harriman. 

“Our mission will be headed 
by Lord Beaverbrook, who has 

already visited the United States 
and has been in the closest con- 
ference with the President, his 
advisers and officers. 

“It must be remembered we 
already have a military mission 
with officers of high rank in 
Moscow. Those Lord Beaver- 
brook takes with him will there- 
fore supplement those who are 
already there, and during the 
conference he will be in arge 
of all of them. The names are 
already selected. 

“It is obviously undesirable to 
announce any date when the 
mission will start for Moscow, 
but no time will be lost. I give 
the House the assurance that 
meanwhile many very important 
emergency decisions are being 
taken, and large supplies are 
on their way. 


Heavy sacrifices 
for the Russians 


“We must be prepared for 
heavy sacrifices in the munitions 
field to meet the needs of Russia. 


“ Everythi ng oa to Russia 

is subtracte rom what we 
are making ourselves, or, in 
art at least, from what would 
ave been sent us by the 
United States. In terms of 
finished munitions of war the 
flow of our own production is 
still rising, and will reach full 
flood in the third year of: the 
war. 

“ Here all the factories, or the 
bulk of them, are completed. If 
the United States are to fulfil 
the task they have set them- 
selves, very large new installa- 
tions will have to be set up or 
converted, and there will have 
a further curtailment of 
their civilian consumption, a 
wish they have expressed. 


3 “We must expect a reduction | 
| of the supplies we had counted 


| (Continued on Page Three) 


Design for lodging 
WILLIAM HICKEY 


NE of those junior 
officers’ wives whose 
hardships we have been 

airing decided recently to eke 
out her miserable allowance 
by taking in paying guests. 

She put an advertisement in a 
genteel weekly paper. 

Samples of the response she 
got :— 

“,..I and my companion 
are in search of accommoda- 
tion ... cheerful sitting-room & 
bathroom with good food—fish, 
chicken & eggs & plenty of 
vegetables & fruit... The bed- 
room should have rooms above it, 
and the stairs must be easy... 
We have two little Scotch dogs 

. a little good lights or rabbit 
for them, & cold scraps—with a 
slice of bread & gravy & greens 
twice a day ... Please guarantee 
that enemy planes will not fty 
over your house.” 

“We could get a better idea 
of your house if we came to 
lunch & stayed 2 or 3 nights, 
after which we have other places 
to go & see. Tuesday would 
suit us, and we could leave by a 
late train on the next Thurs 
day, or better, Friday. As you 
me that your house is only 6 

les from the station your hus- 
band could, if he can get leave, 
drive us to the station to catch 
the London train. It would be 
nice if he could meet us also, 
as new places are so difficult to 
find in the country.” 

I hope increase in marriage 
allowances announced last. night 
will free this young wife, any- 
way. from having to incur this 
sort of imposition. 

Latin baat 


(CANADIAN troops here got 
‘ most kick of all out of 
Spitzbergen news. 

I have met several of them. 
They are furiously impatient, 
considerably browned-off with 
“inactivity ’ (as they call their 
arduous training & mock- 
scraps): some, who got here 
while the BEF was in France, 
had, the frustrating experience 
of embarking for France, going 
to sea for a day or two, return- 


ing to port here while BEF 
evacuated. 

Most of them have no people 
here. They get fairly good pay. 
They have few “cultural” _inte- 
rests. Hence occasional “ inci- 
dents” in once quiet villages. 

Don’t blame them. Hope, with 
them, for more Spitzbergens to 
use their stamina on. 


(THERE is a serious (to us 

hopefui) political split in 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
in unoccupied France. 


Three divergent views are faken 
by various bishops & clergy: (1) 
totally pro-Vichy ; (2) pro-Pétain, 
but not in favour of Vichy col- 
laboration with the Nazis: (3) 
_ favour of French indepen- 

ence. 


The bishops met recently in 
Special congress at Lyons, 
‘Sessions were secret; but it is 
believed that, of 23 bishops pre- 
sent, 10 were — Vichy “ cole 
laboration.” he Archbishop of 
Auch has offered his resignation 
to the Pope—not indeed use 
he is himself expressly anti- 
collaboration, but because the 
bishops within his jurisdiction 
are, »polisicealty. so hopelessly 


Al this is — 0 
Hitler’s French stooges eo 


_ FROM time to time official 


military experts, those 
great & omniscient men, give 
. background” talks to the 
ress. 


There is a military conference 
most days. These conferences are 
attended by both British & foreign 
newsmen. 

Among those regularly present 
at these conferences—at which, 
of course, Britain’s strategy in 
the Far East is among the 
matters discussed—are the 
Japanese correspondents in 
ee ss 

“Oh well,” says an expert of a 
rived sort, “if one of those con- 
ferences ever produced wg 
of the Slightest interest 
enemy or anybody else . 


the | 
that entry | 
into it is sought by officers and | 


or damaged | 
17 war vessels and 105 supply | 


or a | 


By the Way by Beachcomber 


F' it be true that the French 

Parliament is moving to 
Chatel-Guyon it will have the 
unmerited honour of being in 
a locality where I was once 
regarded as a kind of local 
god. For Chatel-Guyon is 
among the mountains of 
Auvergne. a quiet little place 


with a small river hard by, | 


HOME ‘ a.m. _ News. 740. 
Morni ng Star 7.00, 


and far enough from. the 


Montlucon road. 
Not far away is 

famed in song and 

possessing one of the 


Pontgibaud, 
story, and 
finest inns 


| of the world. Moreover this inn, | 
had not 


when I was last thére, 
been discovered and docketed 
and labelled by the self-conscious 
herd of aesthetes who 


status | 
we, of course, respect.” Why 


123. Swan species. 


our | 
in | : 


22. Half of 16 Down. 


CROSSWORD 


Across 


. Sad fool he to tell a lie. (9) 


Does a valet lie to make things 


(9) 
(6) 


easy ? 
9. Sense. 12 Famous. (9) 


Looks as though the rodent can 


(7) 
is enauring. 


be rated. 
This less 
Woo. (5) 
. But you may 
morning. (3) 
9 Broken fifteen. (4) 
Briefly location. (3) 
By no means a soft 
(6) 
Down 
Gsives you a fast dream 
In shelter, (4) 
Quadruped. (5) 
. A blue brace round th 
3? 
to see 
Toes may 
(8) 


(4) 


meet her 


clue. (4) 


(9) 


me in 
become mysterl 
or greedin¢é {(#®) 
ri Jc. ge Ww 6 greatls coveted 
a Ke 5) 
orable colou: 4) 
5) 16 Recline, 


(4) 


(4) 


is signifies 


dented (#) 


a 
ie) 


ie 3 


in any place that is not plastered 
with plaques and diplomas and 
certificates. 


Turnipoid 

Dear Sir, 
The juice of a turnip (A. P. 

standard size, ee 


cannot eat | & > Se 
| Centenary celebr: 2. 


~ As #.* 
he ght for To- 
Kitchen Front. 
Melodies 9, RAF 
Jentral Band. 9.30, Balalaika Orch. 
1 " At Ho me Loda\ 10.5, SCchnoois 
», Service. 10. 30, Music 
Organ. 11.20, 
M: ted ret 5 and 
; Schubert : Symphony 
S. in B flat 12.30 p.m... Midday 
Special! L. ; pvorak . 


On Parade 4 otbabe 
day. 8 News. 8, 15. 
20, Broadway 


So, noo, . 


and Syncopation. 3 
3, “Music Whi le 


2.35, British Music. 
You Work. 3.30, Songs an 
1, Happidrome. 5, We: sh Ne 
Talk. 5.20, Children. 6, 
6.30, Norwegian News 
Goes By 
ay 3t~e—The 
fed: » 


our yw P: 


1. 30. 
nsky 
midnight- 12. 4) a. 
6.380-7 a.m... 
S iS. Corgan 


go 4 
O-1 1, 


Arcade | 
Club. 10.3 


by 3 contains 


60°. ia 


6.45, “Nev id 


14 more hectares of jigamin O 
than a pound of steak. It fol- 
lows therefore that turnip-juice 
is better sor us than meat. Could 
not the Ministry of Food issue 
turnip-juice tablets? If treated 
chemically these tablets will keep 
for ten years. 


In passing 


‘TOT even children can escape | 


~™“ the meddling 
Somebody has 
children dislike 


bureaucrats. 
discovered 
being sent to bed 
early. But it is not enough for 
thelr parents to pack them off. 
Oh, no. They must read a 
fiddling |e 
them that 
than ten million separate 
and each cell 
“like a 
Get 


Ye gods! 
live in! 

There is also, of course, a leaf- 
let for the parents, as patronising 
and impudent as anything could 
be, velhir g une m how to treat 
their children. 


cells,” 


battery -running low. 
into bed and switch off.” 


What 


The unconquerable hope 


j LEARN omMmcials of 
B.B.C.. wandering 
months 


fhe 
about 


that 
after 


r several 


that | 


aflet which explains to | 
“the brain has more | 


needs rest. It is | 


a world to 


The sweeter the sugar 
the’ less sugar you require 
The longer the mileage the 


fewer tyres you need 


That’s how 


helps you to help the 


war effort 


Goodyear is working day and 
night to meet National demands. 
Supplies are short so you should 


order from your regular dealer 


THERE IS A GOODYEAR TYRE FOR EVERY MAKE 


in advance of your requirements. 


OF MOTOR VEHICLE 


DAILY EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1941. 
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‘The Navy’s here’—at Spitzbergen taking off Norwegian families 


Said yesterday's report of Britain’s Spiltzbergen coup: “Naval forces convoyed the expedition and stood guard during the landing.” 


A British destroyer ties up at a Spitzbergen jetty to take off the Norwegian coal miners A destroyer’s i ins ic s smi : id vi 
rs Y. ’ s guns outlined against Arctic snow. In the Surrounded by smiling Canadian soldiers and amid piles of bedding and packing cases, 

and their egal gla ei Rar ed pag behing 700 and 1,000 people. They are now | foreground are British troops sorting out the varied belong- Norwegian mother and baby wait on the jetty to go heard. They “ae behind Bes laree 
nearly ali in country. nly a few Eskimos or Lapps remain. ings of the Norwegian families. case on which is the inscription in Russian: “ Commissariat for Mines. With care.” 


a 
ee = 


U.S. spv sold “RICH DODGERS | Tom Eagles 
ee p y fake Hews to Gestapo Ss ‘A VE ON PETROL (16, non-combatant) 


“gets a Jerry” 


Your butter HE FOOLED THEM BY COLONEL UP AND Dutt Cooper By driving all day in taxis (and a medal) 


° PRIVATE DOWN : 
ration may RADIO FOR 18 MONTHS By Walter gives Japan Express Motoring Reporter Express Staff Reporter 
Rs businessmen are dodging petrol rationing by hir- Sixteen - year - old Tommy 


be doubled Express Staff Reporter YO7 < ew warning ing taxicabs for the day and the week.: — of pgp Pe Mill Hill, 

TINT V r i. ie | ae Though rationing has forced|London, N., Merchant Navy 

Express Food Reporter OR near] 18 a ly —- Tuesday 4 D oats Prana: ces = no dl a ge |S, whens hie hie Be he 
montns ‘ : oe ‘is ' . powered motor-cars, they still) , 

KF y : merica’s Secret SINGAPORE, Tuesday.—Mr. 26 words of refuse to adapt neh hn to| by a German plane, he was the 


iin. 


ATIONS of butter, mar- ‘ : 
garine, cheese, and pos- Service has been sending Germany phoney l\ aati ‘ ‘Duff Cooper, arriving in Singa-| f ith wartime conditions and use|Machine-gunner fighting back 
sibly meat are likely to be ‘lit tz th Lg : s 7 pore tonight on a fact-finding al buses and trains. at the enemy. 
increased this autumn and | military secrets, through a man Hitler’s agents | | , BI, anission eee phe War Coe. Let us have faith that | | Some who live in the eoun- | tases Hes he ee ee 
: | ‘ Sal at “Britain w ake a) igh ak ight, d i ry even hi | ~~ 
Lord Woolton, Food Minister, yes- thought was a sp y for them. | . re serious view of any further| that faith ‘let . to the and vg and Pr Sow - ‘well. an|ttacer bullets flying past dbgeeang 
terday forecast increases in some William Sebold, a German- | WM Japanese actions like that|| dare to do our duty as we | |using them for hours while| He got it clear. The fight went 
commodities. He did not specify : 28 ° ey (American who remained aoe SM jagainst French Indo-China,” understand it. —- Abraham | |they make their business calls. jon. The Nazi was beaten off. The 
| , ae Ec || Asked if he might go to Japan| J Lincoln. Ishi 
which, but I understand he had in| FIFE §S WINTEF Wil ltrue to his adopted country ae ) eee, gee ae ooo I heard yesterday of a titled|Ship was saved. 
: “Sone : he ee eB cack | ai cae man, owner of two cars. He lives! . . ; * 
mind the ones I have mentioned Ni tourney oat gy nok eae any f | Not only that. Last night’s Lon 
ae ina country district which has|40n_ Gazette, announcing the 


: revealed how this was don / ——_ oe 
Butter imports from Canada and b h ] one! \ eee 4a SP cgyn 8B : 
New Zealand have been so large e cneeriess when he gave evidence at| puuuenn opens oe prospect, of My MAKINg 15 MONTHS’ a first-class train service to the award to Tommy of the British 
New York’s mass spy trial to- Japan, he said, was obviously im- City, yet he regularly hires one|Empire Medal, says the ‘German 
: an, ' st of the district’s four public-hire|Plane was probably destroyed. 


ee oe ee the evalladic! Coal, oil, cardles short 
storage 3 , day. Sixteen peo le are in . pressed by the strong United States) «6 99 cars to take him to Tommy’s master, Captain Henry 
Guring jhe summer and converted |pritish of Eire’s newspapers, yes-| Angered during a visit to Ger Le had a oaluiary effect. te thought! Bover’s 1900 “dead end kids”| Tastcake hined HAE nl uo atand handiite a Ge a 

. . . ~ fee L c ‘ ye ’ c y Le : y P cai 1 re > . n _ . ¢ ’ 

The terday predicted that people in the)many because the Gestapo ae = the tension between Japan and the/may go to school next month after|up big bills for “ waiting time.” ON ee awards’ ae in the Givil 
Agen mcg butter ay _ rural areas would soon be going to|/would not accept the fact that | democracies had relaxed somewhat|nearly 15 months’ “holiday.” This, a London taxicab proprietor|Division of the Order. You see 
yo week will probably bel1.4g in the dark because of the/he had become and intended to —“ which is something to be thank-| A month ago the Education Com-jsaid yesterday, is profitable to the/merchantmen are classed as non- 
saleiaiticad shortage of paraffin and candles. [remain American, Sebold ac- . WEY ful for. yg Aer ain sannen etc ng ov ws the para Png combatants. 
e anufacturers, too, / 7 i he ausing resentment in e trade. 
Owing to the scarcity of coal,;cepted a commission from Cap- | the schools. “ We fear our business will suffer 


Margarin 
ve been told tha . ° | 
ha t stocks of whale thousands of Dubliners, even those/tain Heinrich Sorau, of the Nazi 4 | Empire stationeérs Yesterday, following another re-jin the long run because of these| * Mi u for a an 7 
quest, they reversed their decision.|petrol coupon dodgers,” I was told. £ £ £ 


on aaa ieee snes “ogo who are relatively well-off, will Secret Police, to become a Ger 
oO are , wil ’ a. 
at least six ine soe home to empty sodies it says 7 man spy in the United States. 4 bu three warplanes The Board, backed by the Ministries} London is already short of taxis! Michael Duffy ed 42, of East 
, meat, I am told that) “For the rest of the war.” it} Armed with instructions on| gv oa “a fe: y of Health and Home Security,/for more obvious reasons—the|Stevenson-street, ‘Glasgow, jailed 
Lord Woolton contemplates giving|adds, “the luxury of British coa] microfilm and a copy of the p< eae Members of the stationery and|pointed out that other coastal !callin — of many cab drivers|for six months at Manchester yes- 
1 rations to workers in heavy must be regarded as a thing of the best-seller “All This and Heaven —'jallied trades in the Empire yester-|towns provided education for theirjand the limit imposed by rationing|terday for pocket-picking, was said 

past.” s Too ’—to be used for code work day gave a cheque for £5,933 tojchildren. They asked Dover tojon the mileage that a cab can | by the police to have been a 

—Sebold t h c é the Ministry of Aircraft Production|prepare a scheme at once. cover in a day. “mug for a gang.” 

- went to the American to name a plane “ Empire Quill.” Councillor W. H. Gates, vice- 
Consul in Cologne with plans} mr. Justice Bucknill, in the} A further £1,600 was collected/chairman of the committee, still . 
for counter-espionage. Divorce Court yesterday, madelin Australia for two Tiger Moth|opposed reepening. He said the , 

absolute decrees nisi granted in 73 | lanes to be used in the Empire|danger from cross-Channel shelling 


GESTAPO M ON E Y matrimonial causes. raining scheme. was too great. 
It was arranged that he should : —- 
join up with the Nazis, making] pReMIER’S SPEECH~tirom Page Two 


them believe he was willing to 
betray his adopted country, while 


ahs ee Near East Army now 750,000 


a New York with £250 of Ges- 
apo money in hi cket. ane L ae 
a went eas ay (9 9 N on from America. Within cer- , and to a roar of cheers, the | plied with masses of equipment. . 
York offices of the RR a A tain limits we are prepared to do | Prime Minister declared :— , We have developed an Air , £& % of 
of Investigation and from that| 50. “We must have the surren- | Force”—members gasped at the Ae | 
moment he was on their pay-roll. There were three routes by otal yen Pag on fn = a news—‘almost as large as that Fee 
The Federal Bureau of Investiga-| which help could reach Russia. | premises. We must have the | Which we had in Great Britain 
Hon nin agevdy ag ese gee The Arctic; via Vladivostok, in- expulsion of the German and | when the war began. Did you mM 
cimtomabination with Berlin a 200 volving a  7,000-mile railway Italian legations, whose diplo- “We have conquered the whole 
or 300 messages giving false infor-| Journey; or the route across tcl eves el We ae iets of the Italian Empire in Abys- 
mation were sent from it. Persia. At the mention of the teauestioned caateed and main- | Sinija and Eritrea, and have 
Sebold was credited with un-/ Persian route cheers broke out tenance of all communications | Killed or taken prisoner 400,000 
Si uaine Gaeiiy anashes | Ml round. from the warm water port of | men. We have defended the 
Besides the 16 now on trial—11| It meant a 500-mile stretch by Basra to the Caspian Sea. frontiers of Egypt, consolidated 
have pleaded guilty to spying for| !and from the Persian Gulf to “It is from this point that, in | oyr position in Palestine and 
Germany—17 more were arrested| the Caspian, giving access to the ghar poe ee ee ae can | traq. 
in the F.B.I. swoop last July. very heart of Russia. The Ger- carried to tr 4 ee ana 
mans had been busy betimes in | 12 an mene a xa wat) OW, &n C . + 
Persia to create a Fifth Column a a ory Pini poe een yprus is sare 
% : ‘ yen “We have taken control of 


Tus; 8 L dla : | 
HIS is the Tippler. A word you an ady charged and daminate the Government of | ove the somewhat drastic 


may have met before, but not in this sense... t ti ci a  erey Oe measures we thought it right to | Syria, and have established the 
You can see that he knows his job. More than extortionate rent : take, and further measures we | security of Cyprus. Finally, by 
that, he knows that it’s awar job. He is helping For charging extortionate rents Shortest route may have to take.” (Hear, hear.) | the swift, vigorous campaign in 

Mrs. Alice White, of Valley-drive, “But the purpose to which I Now he compared our posi- | Persia we have joined hands 


to provide air-field run-ways, tank-traps, H ) Pigg | whe : | : 
arrogate, Yorks, was fined £5 and an : cenit tion today with what it was ith - Russi: All and 

: +48 . : : attach supreme importance was hci Se Wanna a with oul usslan l€s, an 

reinforced concrete shelters, munition factories ordered to pay £2 18S. 6d. costs at) the German attempt to close the Ww ey . Ang st oi hoe ag ne pn stand in the line to bar the 


..« ves. he’s helpi ; : , Harrogate yesterday. 5 eee war takbs tare & 
Hitle ¢ ping to tip the scales against It was said that a Dutch woman cer ge: May by fe tec war. We had 80,000 to 100,000 further eastward progress of the 
itler. mweose: husband is in the Free! necessary to kee that these men in the Near East, starved | ©memy. ae ) 
same tam ca quarry. Dutch Army in England, paid) machinations did ‘not succeed of munitions, which had vo be Sesnietes mami eae his baete) 
* i. me ; : av reat Pr i , Pre) CU. ‘ 4 | seer j ste . : > 
Lip they a0 on ti wazon- £9 14s. a week for one furnished! we gemanded of the Persian sent to the French front—* the attitude: “The mood of Britain 
hoist, 30 feet into the air. —— Government the immediate French were always the first | 1; wisely and rightly averse from 
The Tippler touches a expulsion of their Teutoni to claim the best we had. S Wey any | , 
control: over goes the a dpa agg ne eRe * | every form of premature exulta- 
ViSiLOrS. We were anxious for the de- | tion. This is no time for boasts 


} Gate 

| vitonn 
load into the ho : | ' :, 
S WAR Sap ee oo W ar dama C At this point, with an em- | fence of the Nile Valley. The | or glowing prophesies. 
ERS’ FEDERATION | phasis very unusual, slapping his | great cities of Cairo, Jerusalem “But there is this. A year ago 

| open hand resoundingly on the | and the rest—none was safe. our position looked forlorn, and | Tid, 1/1 MA LEANS BRITISH 
. “ plain black despatch box which “In a year we have gathered | well-nigh desperate, to all eyes | and 1/10} TO THE 
won t cut rail replaces the one the Germans | armies approaching three-quar- | put our own. | per tube PEROXIDE TOOTH PASTE TEETH 
burned in the House of Commons, ! ters of a million, which are sup- “Today we may say aloud | 
before an awe-struck world: | 425A 


° - 
dividends | “We still are master of our fate; 
we still are captainsof oursoul.’” 
FILM STARS ARE Aid to Russia was the theme 


of the debate which followed, 


Earl Winterton (Cons., Hor- 
sham) caused a sensation 1n 


AY calling for a total alllance with 
- Russia, to last after the war 


oe 


CLEAN your teeth to-day? © 


Le Sp etork | 


° City Editor. 
OME rails alone spoiled the 
Stock Exchange picture 
yesterday. They failed to move 
when all other markets went and to keep the peace of Europe 
7 so for a century. When Social- 


better, some of them substan- ssa, se Sis : “38 —.. eee 
Pa ae abs. aha of ists, doubting thelr ears for a 


tia lly. = Baers pees a poh: tie SRR : 
Reason for this sluggishness is| Sen ae Soe Gee ct oe ee SS mom a ee es 
| the fear that war damage pay-| Peters GE oy' RT SRE tat Ses thing new, Lord Winterton said 
‘ments will take such a slice out| eae a * apes oe SSRs a man might regret his past 
~ Se ate ig: rae so . m-stakes. 


lof the railways’ £43,000,000 rent : Sea 
. ; > + rear : oat S S ie * — oockly ea: Saat wrenesae Ses 
ifrom the Government that they Bs: ee i Saas He told how the other day a 


Should Be them, and shall certainly do\ ed i “nog tl ge out he gion : 3 Eee a Biss See / small boy in Belgium was told | Bk 
holders than last vear when they| SS °s \ SSSSeeeeee is 3! Sram | in eer; ene = ee Gn tee TS °v Me oe : 

. so. I have recommended| were covered against war damage’ oe S| Re 2. | tea 7 hl Bg Flere | Lm cigs at eee 
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, : Stee Re Rc Ee ae ae ae ae rarer oe | small boy was shot by another | é HANKS to our gallant seamen both Navy 
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any way you wish, as I fee)'the £43,000.000 for dividends and | a Sy i soo * Se ! ae ARES j q Pe a SSR Were both these sentries 
: Hg a Sean poor, dear deluded Germans of | And that applies to things like Chocolates and 
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Bournemouth, Vite tablets. ONG. rinsing the aduanee Shel) | —————— Sees | (Nazis. | oe  @ brought from overseas. | 
August 10th, 1941. Wishing you every success...“ Cambuhy Coffee, | See a Aa The Russian Army, with the ik So look upon your Sweets as “iron rations” — 
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you in appreciation of your (S¢gd) S. H. ese _ Killing Germans would we win those lucky ones who are able to buy much as usual. 


++ Preference ag the war—only when every . " 
family in Germany had two We are all in this beleaguered fortress together. So 
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RUSSIANS — 


SEIZE 
SIX IRAN 
NAZIS 


A FEW hours after it was 

announced that the Iran 
Government had _ accepted 
the Anglo-Russian peace 
terms and had agreed to deal 
at once with the Fifth 
Column in Teheran, news 
came that the Russians have 
acted firmly en their own 
account. 


Six Nazis, caught near the 
south shores of the Caspian Sea 


HITLER SHOWS 
MUSSOLINI 
SOME OF THE 
SCORCHED EARTH’ 


Three Nazi warships 
sunk in the Arctic 


| 


> 


SWOOP BY | 


? 


On 


THE NAVY 
Express Naval Reporter 
BRITISH warships, under 

the command of: Rear- 
Admiral P. L. Vian, hero of 
the Cossack, have swooped 
German convoys taking 
supplies to the Murmansk 


sunk a  Hgent 


and 


[RUSSIAN “BULGE” 


IMPERILS 


{===} FROM PAGE ONE] 


LOW ivds 
soutn-east 


nas OCCT) 
Bryansk, 
ot Yelnya 
The Germans 

rate attempt 

beaten forces a 

miles south of Yelnv: 
the left flank of the 
Bryansk sector. 

[It Is a queSlon O 
ussians can be held up long 
enough by Nazi rearguards tn 
Situation from a German point, of 
view mav be saved. 
Otherwise Timoshenko’'s 
may burst through in ane en- 
circling movement and may even 
relieve the Soviet garrisons which 
are still holding out far benind 
the front line at the towns ol 


ittacking 


190 miles : 


‘ 


army in 


'¢ 


Of time. If the 


army 


WEDNESDAY 


SEPTEMBER 109, 1941. 


GERMANS 


advanc!l ' 
hordes there 
thorough preparation 
ith a carefiudly worked-out 
of action our troops began 
offensive. 
ced blow was cale 
accurately, and when it 
it was irresistible. 

“Within a few 
German Tank 
smashed. 

“Soviet troops, commanded by 
Colone! Utvenko, harried, and then 
annihilated, the German 15th Divi- 
sion, capturing heavy guns and 
ammunition and prisoners. 

“The Germans passed to the de- 
They held commanding 
heights where they had estab- 
lished strong points of resistance. 
They built excellent trenches, iron 


Crermans 


llated 
SLYUCK 


10th 
was 


davs the 
Division 


tay. t? 
i€ nsive., 


and concrete torts and barbed wlfre | 


entanglements 


as they were trying to escape front, 


the imminent round-up, were| 
arrested by the Russians. Two 
Iranian police officials who were) 
helping the Nazis were also 
seized. | 

All were put aboard ship for 
transfer to Russia, 


ACCEPTED 


Iran formally accepted the terms 
when Parliament, with only a few 
dissentients, voted confidence jin 
the Government after hearing a 
report on the peace negotiations| Beg at € | 

| by Premier Ali Furanghi and his| Bees = auto, ee oie ee gi pk Me Para Bo es ee | 
reign Minister, Ali Soheili. BEE eye ge ES a cal ale NS ere PR SE Ss. laa ae me ee ees ee ee | 
The terms provide for the oF a le Pe ges ¢ 4 Renae gs: Oe Se @ = & 
closing of the German, Italian. 

Hungarian and Rumanian Lega- 

tions and the handing over to 

the British and Russians of all 

German citizens. 


Iranian troops are to keep out 
of the north-west corner of the 
country to a depth of 200 miles 
from the Soviet Caucasus frontier, 
and from a stretch of territory 
along the eastern border of Iraq 
and the shore of the Persian Gulf 
to a point 130 miles south-east of 
Basra. 


Bobrulsk ‘and Rogachev. 

After taking Smolensk the Ger- 
mans made Yelnya, 40 imniles to the 
south-east, their advance base, and 
poured into it men and supplhes for 
the next assault. 

Instead 1t was the 
attacked. Yelnya 
rounded and turned 
ing machine” for division after 
division of German troops, 

Now the Germans are fleeing in 
panic disorder, having abandoned 
their base and lost 250 square 
miles with 50 villages. 

Deciding factor in the battle 
was a Russian Air Force raid at 


BATTERED 


“Despite ail this the Germans 
suffered tremendous losses. 

“ Division after division passed 
through the Yelnya_ district. 
Tons of metal poured down on’ 
the German soldiers. Battered) 
divisions were withdrawn to the 
rear, but the German command 
continued to cling to the town. 
“In the early days of September 

the onslaught of our troops took 
on an added vigour. 

“By the end of last week there! 
was no doubt left that the enemv. 
15th, 17th, 137th, 178th, 268th and 
292nd infantry divisions, a motor- 
ised division and an SS. division) 
had been smashed. | 

“But this was foe at. The 
entire German formation, which) 
amounted to a substantial army 
group. found itself almost sur 
rounded. 

“Communication with the rear’ _. 


was maintained through a narrow J 
neck, scarcely five miles wide. and BR Al 

e Alert! | 
L e 


‘cruiser, a destroyer, an armed 
‘trawler, and another ship, it 
was disclosed last night. 

This news of the Navys co- 
‘operation with the Russians in 
Arctic waters was given in both 
‘British and German com- 
muniques. 

But while 


Russians who 
was nearly 
Into a * minc- 


Silr- 


Admiralty only 
claimed the ‘light cruiser—the 
Bremse—as a probable, the Ger- 
Imans admitted that she had gone 
down. 


‘SUPERIOR FORCE’ 


| The Nazi account said: “ While) FINLAND 
‘carrying out orders to convoy SUp- 


iplies to German troops fighting in| os bake 
fF, a 
4adoga 


ithe extreme north, the Bremse was | 
‘surprised. in northern Norwegian | — — “Bo LENINGRAD 
waters, during a pone ae ESTONIA _o 
powmpcset a0 ye 6 ee two | 7 ‘ £. Perpus 
destroyers. , Pskov ENCIRCLEMENT 
“The DENIED: BIG 
superior enemy | BATTLE STILL 
eo RAGING 
tee 


the 


' 


(ll 


Lak@ 


ape + $x > oe Rae ee. 
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With bristles (from 1/- plus tax) or with 
nylon instead of bristles (from 1/6 plus 
tax). Six different coloured handles. 


Hitler leading, and Mussolini (also in greatcoat) at his heels, inspecting the ruins of a Russian town 
somewhere on the Eastern Front. Walking beside Hitler is Field-Marshal von Kluge; Mussolini is 
| -escorted by Field-Marshal Keitel. 


Ship sinkings stir U.S. anger 


| been torpedoed on August 17. |can shipping is protected strongly 
DGbesONDENT warres | — PK At his Press conference to-|Cnough to scare off attacking sub- 
The Iranians are being told by the shipping lanes between this Ay Pca sppchor wing ae ea ae ae a psitesiget 

‘ | ate, confirme 1a e le y a Statement y senator 

ees seprescmiative that iticountry aud Greenland and chip was operated in American Elbert Thomas (Dem., Utah). He 


j ar } . ies . o co c s MN ‘ 
Sa ak to onehic ee |iceland, especially when they/interests. Questioned as to what sold questioners that the U.S. had 
velop their considerable natural are carried out on what the nation he thought responsible ome Bidar gia ne Seige 


resources, _ ‘American Government consider for the attack, he replied that gan; and that instructions were in ( 
EG aol policy oA ye crag daa the| the American side of the In his mind there was nO QUueS-jthen sent to the American Fleet|Mave been no gg ro p-Volifsk ‘troops, the Germans retreated in 
_ draining ‘Atlantic. tion about the author of it. ithat “our ships are out to find and “further details are awaited. Zitomt B Kiev ‘panic and disorder. 


even extended to foodstuffs, great jehat © ps | Oo 1 ! : | 
| They are expected to lead In Red ee ‘that submarine, and if they run It would be truer to call it a 


quantities of which have been ex-; lacross another one they might | flight rather than a retreat 
ported to Germany recently. to a new and vigorous warn- aatatwing Gi? cwiai iar eoelel E H ll d | dawn on the German airfield} « ; oe 
ing to Germany that further ig Ronan of the Steel Sea-| e it. O YWwoo stars | (rik: Whisk Miia divebowber In the fields and woods of 
“ a a : 
may come here | 


assaults will not be tolerated Meanwhile the German ss radio, were working Yelnvya the Germans left. buried 
= . P 
Too many fires 

With ‘‘frozen’’ £500,000 


more profound commenting tonight on the sink- | and unburied, tens of thousands 

It is understocd President ee ene cireien than ing of the Steel Seafarer, said :— The air base was smashed and 35| of their dead. They managed to 
Roosevelt would have made a Germany is ready so aaa at aie | “The Red Sea has been de- ng ae bombers were egg as A aoe earry away an equal number of 

, vigorous denunciation of Ger-!| shooting Ww the . | e@lared a war zone. If Roosevelt tnat in a series oO! and-to-nan 
to count . war with the U.S.A. in 4! thought he could declare the Red 

a Stars and directors =< be 

ve ; brought to Britain from Hollywood reporter from the recaptured 

In R.A.F. rooftop raids to help spend £500,000 of American of Yelnya — 

At 1,15 yesterday morning more 

fires were blazing 


7 

Bremse engaged the | FLATVia ‘fo Ostrov 

Jay 2 ae ° =) ’ . 
force in order LO ~ ; 

and sank} i, 


protect the. convoy, 
battle in| 


after a short, sharp | 

which she received several tor.) neg cd 

pedo hits.” | oy, Hae MOSCOW 

The Bremse (1,460 tons), which ° 
had a normal crew of 192 and 
carried four 5-inehn guns, suffered 
two bomb hits during the Fleet Air, : 
Arm raid on Kirkenes, Northern fe | 
Norway, a@ month ago. | i". 

The Admiralty communique said 
that other Germar snips. have 
probably been damaged. ‘There 


breadth. 


PANIC RETREAT 


“It was carpeted with German 
corpses, and our onslaught gained 
steadily in intensity. 

“At last. under cover of dark- 
7 iness, having left to their doom 
; . {NAZIS ROUTED, i'motor-cars, riflemen, and mine- 
ccttg [tee 86. MULES) Dery and. toine-aneen nat can 
NovoaredG ‘lery - er fire at our 

a | RECAPTURED 


ae 


Smolensk 
oYeinya 


this neck was under our artillery 
= DESTROY 


fire throughout its length and 


YOUR 
HEALTH 


OU’VE got to 
be alert and 
fight Catarrh be- 
fore it wrecks your health. Karsote 
Brand Inhalant gets to work at 
once. It brings immediate relief 
from sneezing, headaches; andopens 
up closed air passages. Sprinkle a 
few drops of Karsote on your hand- 
kerchief andinhale. The pleasant 
Karsote vapour released, contains 
22 powerful germicidal medica- 
ments which penetrate deep down 
to the air passages and kill the 
germs that cause Catarrh. Karsote 
enables you to breathe freely all 
day and ensures sound sleep at 
night. Bealert! Get your supply 
of Karsote NOW. Use Karsote in 
crowded places and shelters. It 
keeps you safe from infection. 


QAKARSOTE 


(Brand) Inhalant isobtain- 
able from your Chemist, 
price 1/2d. (sufficient_for 
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German planes set 
ablaze by Spitfire 


A Spitfire pilot set several Ger-| about 30 applications). Dou- 
man fighters ablaze on an airfield! ble quantity, 18d. our times the 
in Northern France yesterday, and quantity 2/9d. (Prices Pe ge of 
a Beaufert made a torpedo attack; Purchase Tax). Get a @ to-day. 
on a Nazi 5,000-ton ship off Nor-| 
way. | 

No raiding over Britain since| (%® 
dawn yesterday had been reported! &% 
early today. | 
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bayonet attacks the Germans were “Our troops continue to pursue! 
many for the attack on the.desperate attempt to cut down de- | 7 , driven ene ad tials Santen FOOD: i purs 
destroyer Greer had he made liveries of the materials which| S5°@ Ot to be in the danget : Sacer ke the retreating enemy, not allowing, 
zone, he did so in the interests 
loffenai | 3 town; « ~ , | 
sinking of these ships has led)*“cnSive against the Axis possible! sponsibility. ) Ineard trom. the west © good 14 
to the belief that his warning! The Steel Seafarer (5,719!- « _____ |“ frozen money” in making films; “It was to Yelnya that_the Nazi| miles from Yelnva.” | 
in IK Ger.|will be even stronger than was} tons) was one of a_ steady The Red Sea remains & Watjhere undet a guarantee that they hordes rushed after Smolensk, : 
munitions town than British|originally planned. stream of United States ships|oopung the Suen Genal Whoever : : 
om) ay eg a —— eng bi ender It was rg yeaterday |realised eis the terrain made it 
q| Middle and Near meVere US SORE M € preparedithat United Artists Corporation, most suitable for concentrating 
count. i | perating under the Panama expected winter eotea a Ltd., the English branch of one of 'large forces for a final leap on the 
See coors bie <b Ronee anced bes f She left New York on Sinking revealed for the first vate the major Hollywood concerns, is capital of the Soviet Union. 
went . ‘in flames, oy tie Apreenty August 7 with a general cargo,| tnat these vessels were pt Roy i Truculent to spend £500.000 of its “frozen”! * Sparing no efforts, strewing the 
} were Durned  out.iwas due in Iceland on August) entering the Red Sea. Hitherto to Yelnya wi . 
part injy9g " wes = know if the an he British cinemas in additional film /deluging it bay Bane oe - a 
P their cargoes in : sun ya erman or an alan) production in this country, for /Soidiers,tne Nazi Command al iast 
some ve pg pire aS liast Saturday. when the lifeboat I Ww ” me Gulf of Aden. plane, but both fly over the area cmrasibend U.S. screening. jcaptured the Yelnya district. 
{to make sure of me) <a¥ containing three of her crew a Washington tonight hopes regularly. Metro-Goldwyn-Maver, Ltd., is to|..“ That was in July. Since then 
ttn critn cast a was picked up by American|;, pebeyae oo _— a shooting war! L re-establish its British’ film’ unit|the Germans have not advanced a 
: 1 i. about S00 miles antic can be avoidedjeven more truculent. “The people 
-Munster was also)naval Vessels much longer. Even the Isola-jof the United States must now 
Icel Th ] ; 
south-west of Iceland. They told decide whether they want disaster 
or not,” it said, 
News from Alexandria says, the 


Radio concerns have similar plans.|Purpose not only to prevent tne 
In pre-war days Hollywood took 
£12,000,000 to £14,000,000 a year 
from British cinemas. 


Major Randolph 


This is the story sent by Pravda’s nt’ 
his speech last night. But the/make an ever-increasing British of Britain and on his own re- 7 rhe cane ane 

will be screened in the USS. ‘because tne German Command 

r crews ee conid The Sessa (1,700 tons) was, 2ming British troops in the 
: O to face danger. 

receipts from the hire of films to road to Yelnya with corpses and 

one was lost.|" She was not reported untill their carcone oo they, discharged 
The Berlin Nachtausgabe was . 

and the Columbia, Paramount and/step. We made it our determined 

and so were <tapact nd tor sent plage mig he lb tionists, who have watched with a 


Ruild 
yourself 
up with 

TUROG 


brown bread 


of health. 
Ot has an 


extra supply 
of Vitamin B 


NOTE. If you have any difficulty 
in getting regular supplies of Turog, 
please write, giving us the name 
and address of your Baker— 
postage will be refunded. 


SPILLERS LIMITED, 
CARDIFF 


Slop ef 


The scarcity of certain foods, 
resulting in a less varied diet, is 
very liable to cause irregularity. 
In such cases, Lixen is a splendid 
corrective. It does not purge or 
gripe. It forms no habit. Prepared 
from senna pods by a special 
process that removes all harsh- 
ness, it helps the system back to 
regularity in a safe, healthy way. 
'Lixen is equally suitable for 
| young or old. 


without loss despair sometimes sincere, some- 
Sanu times otherwise, the walls of the 

: Neutrality Act crumbling, are be-- 
coming reconciled to the possibility 
or rather probability, of shooting. 
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brilliant moonlight off the 

of Suez towards midnight. 
unknown plane, its engine, 

off, dropped a heavy bom 

tine fully lighted and w je 
takably identifiable ship, wich 
was not sailing in close-&om- 
pany with any other vessels, 


Some of the crew, all of whom 
were saved, reached a _ small 
island near by. and sent out dis- 
ss Signals. A British warship 


UNIT 
Churchill. | Saaaaiestes 


Captain Margesson, Secretary for RAY 


, Challenge 


They can argue that President 
Roosevelt is responsible for Ameri- 
can lives and property being en- 
dangered by what looks increasingly 
like a Nazi challenge, but they can- 
not argue for long with any hope 
of sustained success that America 


can sit by and leave that challen 
unanswered. see shed to the spot and took them 


tr 

off 

They are likely, therefore, to/ off. aes ; ba a 

withdraw a great deal of their| Five Britons and one citizen of Hem ier gti wing carried with it 
former opposition to  outright|Bire were among the crew of the|‘#¢ rank o Jor. | 
So woe pai convoying across’ the/Sessa, raggBeceet sy song ees said. | 
tlantic if the President calls for|The one American on ard was ' . | 

such a step. the radio operator. Cloudy In Straits | 
They will make this concession on} The Britons’ names are given as| After a dull, dry day, heavy un-! 

the theory that a shooting war may|J. Budge, G. Glover, A. Devaney,} broken clouds still covered the sky 
be deferred a little longer if Ameri- H. Granick, and J. Ryan. over the Straits of Dover last night. 
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Feberion is napped for | Combined appeal 


Doncaster—at Newmarket IS London plan 
Villa “at home” again 
By THE SCOUT 


'T ONDON War League clubs 
“ T)ONCASTER” events will be run today at Newmarket, | hope to combine their ap- 
where we may find some autumn double pointers. one ag gee 0 a 
Top-weight Longriggan has ———————— oan aa o. Sewn ” | 
been scratched from the Great| Hawkeye’'s fancies | They are asking the Appea:s Board 
Yorkshire Handicap (1.30). 1) i ia ete 
do not think he would havelaipine Trail. 2.47, Light o 


RESULTS] DRAWS| AWAYS 


War, said in the Commons yester- 

day that Mr. Randolph Churchill, 

the Prime Minister’s son, had been 

appointed a general staff officer, 

second grade, on the General Staff! 

—— at G.H.qQ., Middle 
ast. 


Brentford Reading 
|Chariton West Ham 
[Fulham Arsenal 
Doncaster Chest'field 
| Gateshead Leeds Utd. 


Lincoln ay Barnsley 
Oldham A. Preston 
Stockport Man, Utd. 
Wrexham Stoke C. _ 


‘York C. Middlesbro | 
(Celtic Clyde ss 


St. Mirren Hearts 
| Clapton 0. Brighton : d Idild Id te 


Crystal P. Queens P.R. marge DIVIDENDS SEPT. 6th 

1d. POINTS POOL Res. 122XIXXX1X2112 
Portsmouth Aldershot MAX. PTS.28. NO CLIENT FORECAST 
Tottenham Millwall 


~~ Sole eli afolan|atowln/| — 


— 
mS | 


28 PTS. OR 27 PTS. ist Div. 26 Pts. 


[Watford Chelsea _ 
West Brom. Leicester | 11-6 
Blackburn Bury — rs 

ee SIT G-9-8 


3rd Div. 24 Pts. 4th Div. 23 Pts. 


Blackpool Southport 
£31-16-8 £20-2-0 


Bolton W. HalifaxT. | 
| Bradford C. Rotherham 14. 12 RESULTS POOL 
12 Correct Result IXXXiX1122xX?2 
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Hudd field Newcastle 1! Correce < { 74 


[Burnley Rochdale 


a YS 


Everton Chester 
Grimsby T. Sheff. Wed. 


FIREBOMB FRITZ 
will come again — 


Are you ready 
to put him out? 


YES! Britain’s Fire Guard —we men and women of Britain — are 
resolved and ready to save our factories, our railways, our food, 
our homes. Fire Guard work is often dull, sometimes dangerous, 
but it’s a job that’s got to be done. Our heart and soul is in it. We 
train and we practise. We know our sectors [3 ernnnes 
like the backs of our hands—every corner, ! FIRE GUARD TIPS | 
every roof top. We watch. We climb ladders, No. 1 | 
work pumps, wield sandbags. We will shatter | 0. I. 
Firebomb Fritz and all the Nazi horrors he 7 
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the Lane. 
Biarritz. 
Border. 
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“A CHESTER 
COVENTRY 
EDINBUAGH fF 
EXETER 


SHEFFIELD } 
SOUTHAMPTON 
WOKING 


LONDON. EC 4 
LUTON, BEDS 
MAIDSTONE 


Firebombs that fall in 
the street are usually | 
harmless unless they are | 
close to something in- 

an! 


. . flammable, like a motor 
" | vehicle, Look for bombs 
. | . & | on buildings first. 
, . & ef Wace ee ere ee 


SECURITY 


-3-9 
ito hear the appeels of the sixteen, [Man. City Liverpool | | [| [| [| | 9 RESULTS 3 DRAWS 
ono a Ville will play at Villa Park N. Brighton Tranmere Vaal. 160 
, Sf Lit 1 AV Au Male al BERG SENET. enidipianiiaas Se 
, ; : .R. Aner. ~ GR, Eh i Ghee benieelies es "2" irct time since aa 
beaten Anarchist this time. [Laira’s Cutlet . Graceful ei Pees A oe ae ea Sheff. Utd. Mansfield | a Fee ak Oe 4 AWAYS EASY SIX 
Germanicus and Paradise | WEMBLEY.—2.30 Last Haze! imeet an R.A.F. XI. in the Birming- | Sunderland Bradford S yA f 
are in form, but I would not be! joy of Ruff’ 3.04, Fidelio. 3.22. Pi} ‘|ham and Distriet League Airdrie Morton : 

“| if well-tre; 5 113.40, Mac’s Macer. A Ella’s J ap).| Ts é ads Charliton’s attack! }---.——————_— a ST 
surprised if well-treated Qwenatown 34% Bars Mace. 3 aris ae hl ee — er. Bg yon psec os West Ham| |Fatkirk Hamilton 7 Subject to rescrutiny and all Pools 
Ceding pair tn Melford Highway 306. Ranch Kingfisher |900, takes his place at inside right| [Mibernian Dumbarton | wihentitdastlfice cacy Pgh 

. ‘ . j4 ilo! ray. v ( ! sner. |i. : . + . ~ . yar , 
have also done nothing for a long/*9 Hilary of Selsdon at inside left er mE ewes a a AND ADD TOWN NEAREST YOUR WOME ADDRESS 
time but are fancied for the Town a: Sn LAMCS. gute nena a 

’ aN ‘ Vit ; P ane C ' On? 
Moor Handicap (3.0). Aprilie Son} T F RECA ST T, Lanark Rangers ae fea: areabenast : 
and Mickie Bulger are always dan-| | : 
gerous over seven furlongs, and! . PER COLUMN 6d aristou | a —_ 

; ; ‘ ele 74. . . yy oe > , ; ‘ ‘ ,o . ° . a ! ST F 
Hippius has class, put I suggest PROGRAMME of English and Scottish Soccer for next CARDIFF pine a 

¢ awind aS an eacn-way bet to a : : , : Ion . ‘ . | 
beat Ombro and Footlight ITI, Saturday follows, with The Sentinel’s forecast :— 

Best bet may be Lord Glanely’s LONDON LEAGUE | ..Burnliey v Rochdale | Motherwell v Albion . 
smart youngster Feberion (3.30)\1..Brenttord v Reading ..Doneaster v Chesterfield Partick v Queen's Pk Brentford Reading 
against Sonibai Hav Harvest. | Chariton v W ..Everton v Chester St Mirren v Hearts Ppa ee ae 
Comique and Kolo. Feberion whipped |?: R ee ‘Wednesd or ee oe Crystal P. Queens P.R. 
: ; vies '1..Crystait Pal v Q.P.R, _.Grimsby v ednesday mows aa Act bide aaa 
SCOTTISH NORTHERN Gateshead Leeds Utd. | 


Oldham A. Preston 
Stockport Man. Utd. 


at 

stands for. 
lam ae 

Clapton O v Brighton ae 


This Coupon must be posted in a sealed envelope 
(lid. stamp) bearing a postmark NOT 
LATER THAN FRIDAY, and will be void 
IF NOT RECEIVED BY US BY 2 p.m. SATURDAY 


NEW CLIENTS MAX CREDIT $/= AFTER FOUR WEEKS £2 
MEMBERS of HM. FORCES will appreciate that in the 
interests of NATIONAL SECURITY coupons can only be 
accepted trom HOME ADDRESSES 


.Huddersfield v. Newcastle 
..LincolIn ¥ Barnsley 
..Manchester C v Liverpool 
.N Brighton v Tranmere 
..Gidham vv Preston 
..Shet Utd v Mansfield 
Stockport v Man Utd 

.. Sunderland v Bradtord 
..Wrexham v_ Stoke 

.York v Middlesbrough 
SCOTTISH SOUTHERN 
x. .Airdrie v Morton 
1..Celtic v Clyde 

1. Falkirk ¥ Hamilton 

1. . Hibs ¥ Dumbarton 


.. Aberdeen v St Bernards 

..Duntermiine v Leith 
Raith v Dundee Utd 

.. Rangers v E 


HOMES Brenttord, Ports. 
mouth, ‘Spurs. W Bromwich, 


+ 
York C. Middlesbro 
Blackpool, Bolton, Sunder- 
land, Fatkirk, Motherwell 


MIN STAKE 
PER COL €ed 
AWAYS Arsenal, Man- 


chester Middlesbro, ' $ i 
Trannvere. 

DRAWS Chariton v W 
Ham. Gateshead v Leeds, 
Airdrie ¥ Morton. 


NEWMARKET PROBABLES AND JOCKEY 


THE SCOUT 1.0, Annatom 


outing. Gold Nib has been coughing.!1..Portsmouth v Aldershot 
First mile nursery (2.30) may b .. Tottenham v_ Millwall 
‘won by Filastic filly. Rostrum may/?--Watford v Chelsea 
iturn Salisbury tables on Royal Glory! LEAGUE SOUTHERN 
and also beat Pentosan. 2. ve oe C 
Mercy (2.0) is well a gist: orwich v uton 
Ar pine teas | | » an 1..Nottm F v N'thampton 
think the little filly is wel! in with!1..Swansea v Walsall 
Moll Flagon, Kentucky, Foretaste and|1..W Bromwich v Leicester | 
Heremon in this eile handicap.| LEAGUE NORTHERN 
Annatom (1.0) may follow up his|!- 


.Bilackburn v Bury 
Salisbury win at the expense Of|s' mere Veaeutnport 
fancied Easy Chair, ‘4: 


Lixen Elixic is the palatable liquid in 

potties, 12, 2,+, 3/6. 

Lixen Lozenges, fruit flavoured, 8$d., 1/2. 
Pius Purchase Tax. 
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Utd. 


Bolton v_ Halifax 7 
Bradford C v Rotherham | 


Clapton 0. Brighton 
Fulham Arsenal 
Brentford Reading 
Charlton West Ham 
| Doncaster Chest’field | 
Gateshead Leeds Utd. | 
Lincoln C. Barnsley 
York C. Middlesbro | 
Wrexham Stoke C. 
Stockport Man. Utd. 
Oldham A. Preston 
Clyde 


ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF HOME 


2 Bridgland 
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ge £ ..H Wrage 
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(WW) Mickie Bulger «7 Waugh), 
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1.0. Anna- | 200 Swimbridge (J Reardon), 7 7 ......5irett 
‘tom. 1.30. *Anarchist. 2.0, Cuerdiey. 2 3). ber ea a (neve Yi : See de 
” ; eo < 8. apg MOLANG } ae ° » AVANS 
peecrenm. 3.0, Apritie Son, 1430 Osprey (H Leach), 7 2 ....G Litthewood |033 Mannawind (V Smvth) 
| Q SCARBROUGH (3-¥.0.) STAKES, |?00 Moll Flagon (ft JW Colling), (ae Wint ‘rT /433 Annadin (W Nightingall), 4, | 
| he £200 added. im. 1303 Foretaste «F S tters), 7 1 K Robertson 030 English Fleet (Beatty). 3, 1 J Armstrong 
Darling). 9 O ye (JOO Lady Alistar 1) a! ae ..- Bur 402 Footlight tt «lTambton) iC mrt Celtic 

120 Lord Flame (Rk W Colling ‘tting o TT 000 Le Craton ‘V Smyth) co sriMiths 
(104 Easy Chair (Boyd-Rochiort), % Ney a ~ ggg cent ste. . Heremon. p cten |010 Sagatas bv) St. Mirren Hearts 
00S French Kin (lawson), § cote ary | Roel oO) =6OCnerdle Mat 10-8 Swim- 

O12 Rubina LF Fa | | T Lanark Rangers 
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England; Great Ancoats-stree@, 
september 10, 1941, 
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Warden's Post, Norhh-West Londone 


Wardens A.R.P. post No.3,Gladstone Division, 
is situated just within the borders of the London evacuation 
areas. The post area has for two of its boundaries,two main 
ro and covers an area of a quarter of a square mile. The 
pop tion consists of better paid working class,such as bus 
drivers, taxi-drivers,skilled craftsmen and shopkeepers. There 
are also a number of blocks of flats,with a cosmopolitan 
crowd of msécians,Jews and refugees.e In the area there are 
many large and important factories. The district is new,and 
therefore all the factories are of new design,and the houses 
ere of the newer five room type. There is no church or school 
or public buildingg@ of any sort. There is one public house. 


The post itself is the standard type of 
bricks and cement. It is small,no ventilation,bad lighting 
and heating. Any forms of comfort have been installed by the 


vardens themselvese The post has been thoroughly repainted and 


fitted out by the wardens at their own expense and time. It 
is situated in the forecourt of a large garage and warehouse, 
and it xx m does not occupy 2 central position in the area. 


The personnel of the post consists of twenty 
seven wardens,of whom seven are paid full-time,fourteen are 
male part-time, fourzfemale part-time,and two are messengers. 
The Post Warden is a part-time warden and his two deputies 
are full-time wardens. The full-time wardens are mostly local 
People who have lost their jobs,one way or another, because of 
the ware All of them carry out their work with reasonable 
efficiency. The part-timers are ofa el tethty higher level than 
the full time wardens,both from a point of wages and education. 
There is a doetor,school teacher,office workers etc. They to 
are reasonably effecient,but thetr interests in the post vary 
tremend@ously. Some of them use the post as a social centre, 
these include the wardens who have wives who are also wardens 
at the poste Other part-time wardens are seen at the post for 
five minutes,now and then,staying long enough to sign on 
and read the latest nétices then leaving immediately. There «ve 
a few more who only report when the siren sounds. 


The post-warden is a young man of 26 years. 
He used to be a filetime warden at one time,but was transfer- 
red to the offices of the divisional area. He is accepted by 
the majority of wardens as a useful and capable ph 
there is a minority in the post who disagree wit enever 
possible,and this has led to much discontent in the post. At 
the present time there are two definite sets of 
opinions as to how the post should be run. The set that & 
support the post warden are the set who mix well with the 
full-time wardens. As the post itself is so small,any bad 
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feeling is immediately felt. Such feeling can be attribited 
to one or two particular wardens. The rest get on well togethe 
er. The same mav be said about the full-time wardens. They, 
however, perhaps may be excused for any show of ill feeling, 

as their duty consists of sitting opposite one another,in 

& cramped space,for the best part of a day,or trying to snatch 
@ few hours sleep throughout the night on uncomfortable 
benchese Therecis often some argugment between the part-time 
and full-time wardens as to the merits of full-time wardening 
as a jobe It is generally agreed by both parties that the job 
is not worth the money. The post warden is assisted by two 
deputies who are full time,and it is they who do most of the 
routine arrangements of the post. It is they who wor* out 

the rotas,issue index cards,and take charge of the equipment 
riven to fire-watchers. 


The post is then,afriendly one,on good terms 
with the surrounding district,and effecient to a fair degree. 
They however have grown slac* in the last few months,as the 
area has been free of incidents for the last six months, but 
despite this,there is always a good turnout of wardens vhen- 
ever a serious raid develops on London. 
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ej Warden's Post,North-West London. 
Part Time Wardens. ee Oe SR a Oe 

It is hard to find any two posts throughtout the country 
whose rosters of duties are alike. Post 3 has a roster of its 
own which is quite different from the neighbouring posts. 
Although at the present time there is no uniformity 4s regards 
post duties throughout the Borough,there is a scheme under 
consideration to lay down some sort of general duty for all 
posts. This new scheme is intended to be flexible and to be 
used by the different posts alone broad lines to fit in with 
their particular circumstances. The Home Office ruld for the 
minimum warden's duty is twelve hours per week, of SSbne time 
should be spent at the poste The new scheme as suggested by the 
divisional chief warden,is based on the above requirements. 
Part time wardens were to be given two definite duties per week, 
exclusive of any other time thev might wish to put ine Those 
duties were to be made up of one shift of four hours,and another 
of eight hours.e The proposed times were from eight pem to 
twelve Dem. one night and from ten peme until six a.me the other. 
night. During those twelve hours,if there was no alert all the 
warden would have to do would be to come down to the post for 
roughly half an hour to read the notices and keep himself inform=- 
ed of any recent news. This would be the time that he was suppos- 
ed to spend at the post,and the rest of his twelve hours duty, 
he would be on call dutye Should an alert sound during either of 
his periods of duty,he would have to go to the post,sign on, and 
place himself at the disposal of the warden on duty.mk xks moet. 
He might have to stay at the post to make up the numbers of 
personnel;or if there were enough there he might be sent out on 
a patrol with another warden;or if it were quiés he might go 
home and keep awake thereeThis scheme has two excellent ideas 
behind it. It would mean that wardens would be able to do their 
minimum time of duty with the minimum of effort;and also wardens 
would have definite periods of duty when they would know exactly 
what was expected of themeThis scheme is widely supported by 
wardens from all posts,many of whom have already such a scheme 
running.&nu xhekx postsz But objections have been raised by 
various wardense They wish to keep to their old ways. The 
usual reason put foreward by them is that they managed to do 
well enough before and that they saw no reason for changinge 
On closer examination it was usually discovered that these 
wardens did not like the idea of not beming able to do jsut 
what they wanted. The present roster running at Post 3 is very 
easy. All the part time wardens are divided into two groups, tobe 
on duty alternate nights.There are no further instructions. This 
means that the warden may or may not report for duty if the 
siren does not gound for his particular night;often when it does 
sound he does not report but sgys that he was awake and about. 
It also means that there is no special time of duty. Therefore 
should there be a number of all night alerts following upon 
one another,the consc&entious warden would be up all night for 
a number of alternate nights. Again,when certain wardens support 
the old method of duty by saying that they have dealt with 
previous incidents satisfactorily, they forget that mak almost 
all their incidents took place before midnight when most people 
were still awake. Under the new times raids are unlikely to be 
before midnight,and therefore should any bombs drop in the area 
it would be alittle time before the part time wardens could be o 
on the scené@e 
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Full Time Wardens. 

The duiteg of the full time wardens have no relation- 
ship with the part timers. The full time people are on duty atthe 
post twenty four hours a day. There are seven of them,and their 
shifts are for twelve hours,from eight to eight. During the day 
part of their duty is made up with standby duty,which means 
that if there is no alert,they need not be actually at the post, 
but only in the post area. There are two wardens on during the 
day,three at night,one on leave and one with the day off,making 
up the total of sevene The day duty consists of either sitting 
in the post or wandering around the neighbourhood. Any odd jobs 
that may crop up,such as arrancing for the collection of sand 
bags,or the delivering of babies gas-masks,are done during the 
day. At eight he goes £m home to dinner after an uninteresting 
day.The night shift have a better time of it. Durins the even- 
ing the part time wardens come down to the post which means that 
there is some one to talk to. If there are enough of them they 
can make up a hand of cerdseThe only rule regarding the playing 
of cards is that it must cease during an alert. If the night is 
quiet they can go to sleep,when they are so disposed. Light 
patrols are done by the part time wardens on their way home. 


The full time warden spends his days hanging on to 
the end of a telephone,and except for taking down occasional 
messages and doing a few odd jobs,he has no interest in his work 
whatsoever. In the evening there is the company of the part 
time wardens,and the prospect of passing most of the night 
asleep. Again,there is no interest displayede 
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An evening at a Wardens' Post. —" ‘ 

At eight o'clock the full time wardens change 

over,and the evening does not really begin until then. The 
day men hand over to the night duty mene There are two of 

these, but owing to hightness of the summer evenings,only one 
comes down at eighte He reads the log-book and is given 

all the latest instuctionse For the next half an hour osB s0 

he & passes the time alone. Summer evenings do not encourage 


small 
wardens to spend their time in a/samm brick hut,so that it is 


not much before nine that the part time wardens come down to : 
sign One 

Wardens are usually fairly regular as regards 
the times they come to the poste The first to turn up is 
man of 35,who has Xwsmx belonged to the post for a long time, 
but who is not liked mchexn ks wowt His first words areee 
"I don't agree with the new ruling thatwardens have to carry 
their helmets and gas-m2sks when on duty. We never use to 
reve. t® dof 80 why now?" He promptly signs og for duty with- 
out either,and after a few more words leaves the poste The 
post warden,a part timer, comes in a little later. He is 
followed by the other full time warden who is on duty,a part 
tome warden and perhaps a messengere The post warden goes 
through the events of the day and discusses any outstanding 
items for the next daye He asks about the number of part 
time wardens who have reported. The man on duty tells hin, 


and adds.."We can't carry out instructions properly if people 


don't..'earry outorders properly?" The post warden asks for 
details and warming up to the question says.e."He is causing 
more trouble againe I wish I could take a more firmer action 
against him. It is always the same,everytime something new 
comes along he objects and causes unrest in the post. The office 
won't do anything about ite" A discussion follows about the 
warden concerned and from him turns towards the new scheme Setof 


rosters for part time wardense This scheme is well suppor ted 
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ie by the wardens present. The post warden rises thinking that 
things are not so bad after all. He strolls up to the local 
| pub accompanied by the other wardens. There is one full 
timer and a messenger left. The shelter warden comes in to 
call en 

: collect his roll/books,but does not stay long. The wardas 

in the post reads the evening paper ang generalitries to amuse 
himself but is not very successfule A knock comes to the 


door and a man enters carrying a respirator... "“sorry to 


trouble you,but my wife has damaged her gasemask and wondered 


: if vou couldc do anything about it." He is told that all 
: damaced repirators we mended at the district centre and not 
at the poste He goes out, again apologising for troubling 
ms the werden. A few minutes later another man comes ine 


/there are 


He wants to know if/ws xuxx any helmets for his fire fighting 
the warden 


squad,and also if/¥S can advisé him who m he should get in 
touch with to allow them to use the street shelters as a fire 
sdpd centree Havine abtained the desired imformation, he 
leaves thanking the warden. As it gets on towards ten 

a few part timers come down to sign one They usually stay 
for avitlle and have some tea and biscuits. The shelter 
warden comes in from his tour of inspection and gives 4 brief 
resumée of anything of interest. He does not stay long, but 
his place is taken by a warden who has been collecting index 
cards. After ten thirty a couple of wardens come down from 
the pub, and the post is beginning to become hot and crowded. 
Two wardens go out on a patrol to contact the fire parties, 


and the rest might settle down to a short game of cardse This 


ends in due course and the part timers go home to bede The two 
full timers left on duty make themselves comfortable and prepare 


tO try to go to sleep. They have hardly settled when an alert 
9 comes through and in a minute or two the sirens sounde They = 
are up now wondering if they will get any rest at all for the = 
f nighte Hardly has the siren died away when a couple of wardens 


come in to sign one They have a few words to S&Yeece "dow long 


: ’ 
a | do you think it will last?" "“Idon't think it is London tonight. 
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They are interrupted by the entry of another warden who asks, 


"Did you hear that gunfire just now?® At this two wardens 
go out on a light patrol. They have not been gone long whent 


the all elear sounds and they can once more settle downe 


Any evening in the winter is similar to the 
summer, except that the times are different and everything 
moves forward three hours or SO-e The post itself is not a 
cesirable place in which to spend any time. The part timers 
can sasdom stick it for more than a few hours. “he full x 
time wardens assert that they are paid,not for the work they 
do, but for sitting on their hind-quarters doing nothinge 
Every now and then in the evening the wardens have a dart 
match with the local fire watchers,and they make & very enj oy- 


able time of ite 
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MM ow. 
General Reporte 


This week London had @ couple of alerts at night, 
which brought back memories. Even with the short lull that 
Londeners have had in the last month or so,they were quickly 
forgetting their experiences of blitges and long night raids. : 
They had not forgotten the terror of those nights,for the 
evidence of damage was everywhere about them,but they were x 
inclinec to forget that the siren once used to be a nightly 
affair and that they often spent weeks without undressinge Such 
recollections they wanted to leave behind whilst they had moment- 
ary peacee During this tbhme they were able to recover their 
bal ance and straighten one or two things oute So that on the 
mornings following the night alerts there the old talk of 
noise and guns and planese Once more the walllbectskt to the 
Home Fronte 


Clothes rationing which occupied the talk of so many 
people last week naturally gdkddropped off this week as the novel- 
ty of the new scheme wore off. People were more concerned with 
its application rather than its theory. They now had a chance to 
learn with what rapidity their coupons could disappear.But even 
so,there were few grimbles against the rationing. 


Following close upon the fall of Crete, Allied troops 
entered Syria e People received the announcement of the entry 
with very little fuss.They were sobering down to the realities 
of the war.They still had Greece and Crete and even North Africa 
to think about,but they approved of the move. It was activity. 
For a change the Germans had not taken the first step.-Although |; 
no one made a lot of noise,people hoped that the entry into 
Syria would lead to something-eNothing was specified,except a 
vague idea that it might be the start of an offensive against 
the Germans. There had been retreats and evacuations,and the 
memory of these restrained people from entertaining any wild 
hovese A few opinions were expressed that such a move against 
the Germans shoflld have been made before nowe Very few people 
made any mention of the Semmek attitude of the French people. 
They have more or less given up any hopes that the French people 
would act against their German overlordse They accepted the 
proposition that we would have to fight the French,at least the 
Vichy Frenche No regrets were mais expressed at this state of 
affairs,in fact some people thought that we should have Xak 
adopted a mich sterner view long ago. On the whole it was gener- 
ally agreed that the move into Syria was necessary ,and that it 
would prevent the Germans from ismt advancing & into Egypt and 
the Suez Canal. | 


Another registration order was issued this week,inclu- 
ding men aged nineteen and forty-onee Except for enquiries 
as to whether one wax would be exempted or called up,not mch 
was saidgbut such enquirétes were numerouse Cigarettes and 
sweets were again in the news — noticeable by their absence. Al- 
though supplies of cigarettes had not been plentiful in London 
of late,it seemed that it was only during the last week or so 
that people really began to worry themselves about the short- 
agee Because of this situation,a rumour became current that wome 
en might not be served with cigarettes in the future. This 
rumour was further encouraged by reports from people who had 
recently been up North where such a scheme already existed. 
Despite this threat to women's'equality| the rumour raised little 
commente 


Withithe mew=x news of the week there was bound to be 
varying criticisms and comments. After the announcement that 
about 85% of the Crete casualties were from this country,one man 
aged 35 was heard to remark.."I suppose they are trying to assure 
the Dominions with the fact that most of the casualtées at Crete 
came from this country".Another man aged 48 D. on another subject 
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Sta... "It's thése old school ties that keep women out of jobs, 
etc." Whereas a younger man of 32 8 C. had something else to 
say..-."Women are getting all the jobs that»men should doe" On 
the subject of overtime a man mpm 50 B said.e. "We can*t put up 
with people refusing to do overtime." Another man 28 B telling 
about his friend.."He's working from 7 xm in the morning to 9 
every night,Sat. 7 to 5 and on Sune 7 to 4. It's killing hin, 
he looks half deade” Wi th such varying opinions about all 
types of subjects, there was no general trend in one direction 
or another. People did not appear to be worrying a great deal; 
they talked of the bad weather instead and holidays. few of 
the more critical minded wondered what attitude Russia was soing 
to adopt in the future with Germanye There did not appear to 
be much said with regard to Roosevelt's settlement of the large 
strike in California. Perhaps this was because of the tendancy 
umugivakie «that American politics are an unsolvable mass of 
complications and contradictionsSe 
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On Sunday, 8th. June Allied troops entered SyriaeA question 
asked on this subject was;-""hat do you think about the British 
troops entering Syria?" 


Ne 350 Be 
"About time tod" 


Me 5 e Ce 
"Then are they coming out?" 


\y 30 2 Be ke 
Taking the iniative,old boy!" 


Me 20. Be 
"T don't knowelI am not sure exactly what is happening. Are the 
Jerrys there?" 


Fe 45.Be 
I don't know what they are doing. You hear so little.” 


Me 20.De 

I don't know. If you don't say an¢¥thing people think that 
you are nét interested;if you do ,you are accused of war 
mongering." 


Ne 35 * Gs 
It's a good move if we can stay there" 


M.48.D. 
"Tt's a good ideae They have forestalled the Germans." 


F.35.C. 


: "If we had not gone in there the trickle of Germand into 
Syria would have become a flood" 


Ne 48. Be 
"They shoulc have been there last year." 


¥. 40.8. 
"If they had not gone in their soon,the Germans would have." 


F. 40. 3B. 
"Lolly cood thing!" 


M.25.8B. 


"s hope the best will come from it,but as events take place 
so quickly nowdays it is of little use to bank on anything.” 


¥.20.3B, 


I am glad they took the initiative,and I hope that they 
make a good job of it." 
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At the beginning of the week the House of Commons debated/the 
failure to hold Crete. The following question was put forward: , 
"What did you think of the debate on Crete in the House of Commons? 


M. 20.8. 


"I Rave only read reports. I was surprised at the number 
of losses.” 


Me 320 Be 


"I get abit muddled. It is hard to arrive 2t any conclu- 
sionewhen you see both sides.I mean,I agree with the oppos- 
| itione 


| i Ss Ba : 


"They have said practically nothing.They are keeping every=- 
thing well covered up" 


M. 30.3. 

"I never bother to read the papers or listen to the news ask 
they never tell you anything,so I don't know mich." 
M.45.C 


xwewe 


"I don't agree with giving all those facts out in public. It 
all helps enemy propaganda." 


Ne A45.B. ; 
"I don't think that they are fair about everythine.Crete 
will be put aside like all other previous failures." 


| Me 42.3. 
| "I have't time to listen to people like that." 


M. 48. B, 


"It was just a comment on things. There is not much to say 
agout it." 


M. 454Ce 
"I think it's good to let out a little news.It is very easy 


for the ‘government to cover up its mistakes,especially 
when no one knows what they are.” 


[-28. Be 
: "Churchill's spe@ch was just a political speech. It was a gE 


good one, but he said he wasn't going to tell us anything and 
; he didn’t.” 


, . : * ee ASE a eee Oe eae ES ee ee ee , Sa a 
ree ge EA ge 
pe OO EE TS ool AP yaPa ? : SE Aiey Je hee a caw Ge ta ete SS cae 
GR i sa =e 


LO. 
DEP 
-P WaR 

dE : 

Pp 


} F a meee FAR 

{4 JUL 134) 

607241. P.R.Gillespie. 
Warden's Post,North West Londone 


A full time Warden's attitude towards his job. 
\ The full timex tems wardens are the back- 


bone of the A-R.P. personnel in this area. It is they who 
carry out all the routine jobs and who man the post day and 
nichte Wardening is their occupation and therefore they are 
far more interested in its every aspect then the part timers. 
It follows that their attitude will be entirely different and 
Wiore concerned than that of the part time peoplee 

There are seven full time wardens at post 3, 
rut x and with them all the reason for becoming a full time 

needing 
wenden was the necessity of/some sort of a jobe In five cases 
out of the seven the war was responsible for their loesins their 
peace time method of livlihood. One of the deputy post ward- 
ens was a porter in a local block of flatse He had a pleasant 
having lead 

job and it satisfied him after/a lone life in the Navy; he was 
also a part time wardene One night last October his flats were 
bombed and he had no jobe There was little chance of his findéng 
another job of any sort as he was near sixty,so a§ the last 
resort he xmmk became a full time warden, Two other wardens 
were dealers in pictures from the continent etc., and from the 
ouse t of the war, their business ceased almost completely, They 
had to find some means of supporting their families and an a 
result they went into the A.RyP. Another warden,well over fifty 
years old had a shop with which he was doing very well until he 
too was bombed and Rkd to look round for a job. Two other 


wardens were making a successful living on commission selling 
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until the wer put anend to thetr prospectse They had nothing 
else to which they could turn so they went into ARP. In 
every case their gf present occupations weme not obtained because 
of desire to do Civil Defence but because of the necessity to 
have 2 jJODde They are all dependent upon what they receive and 
have no private means of their owne 

The duty of the full time warden is not an 
envious one. His job is to be ready to take tmmediate charge 
of any incident caused by an air raid and to help the civilian 
population as much as he can. The above duty is vague and far 
reachinge As raids in fact only occupy 2 small time in the 
duties of a warden it does not follow that he has nothing to do 
when an air raid is not in progresse For the day watch he 
comes on duty at eight aeme He usually spends his morning 
tidvinz up the post and getting himself some tea. There are 
also trenches to be inspected once during the day and that is 
usually done in the morning where possible. For a mid-day meal 
he arranges it with his compangion so that one of them is at 
the poste Throughout the afternoon there is little to do. 
During the fine weather they are usually to be found outside the 
post reading or waiting for their duty to end. One might go off 
for a couple of hours to attend to a private matter or to mkugk 
do a small task,such as see about some r@pirators. Once or 
twice throughout the day the telephone bell goes and they have 
to take down almessage and enter it into the_log pooke On 


the night watch it is the same. There/a few routine small jobs 


to be attended to, but otherwise it is a case of trying to waste 
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| time away, 2nd in between snath a few hours sleepe 

Whol- Wes has the ARP. to offrthese men? Very 
little. Thetr work consists of the above duties. For recreation, 
they have a small room rented in one of the houses opposite the 
post which is to small to do anything in, and in case the warden 
is seldom able to arrange his duties so that he can use ite It 
is badl, equipped and is used to no rect Aun ty anyone. he 
wardens have no running water or lavatory convenience. Twice 
aday they have to fetch water forthemselves in a large two 
gallon jare Included in their wages are a supply of rations. 
These rations have been tne cause of much arguement bewgeen the 
full time wardens themselves and the pant timers. Some peonle 
don't like what is supplied,others take some away for their 
private consumption,o& to sell,whist others scoff whet they can. 
It is generally agreed bythe full time wardens that the present 
method of giving the rations is hopelessly inadequate and of no 
use what so eVere As for personal comforts the wardens are 
given none. Anvthing that is done to the postto improve it in 
anyway has had to be done at the personal expense and labour of 
the wardenseSuch things as towels, blankets,matresses, table, 
shelves,and even ink for entering messages have had to be provié= 
ed by the wardens. As for a future in the ARP. there is & 
none. fas It will cease at the end of the war and wardens 
will no longer be needede Even so there is no reward given to 


iniative or good worke A warden has nothing to work efer. So 


long as he comes down to the post at his appointed hours and 
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does what is necessary there is not the slighest bit of interest 
shown in him If he proposes any new suggestions they have to 
pass throuchall sorts of committees anc officials before he can 
obtain a reply and then it is usually nme. At the present 
moment X*km a number of the wardens have proysed to use some wasse. 
sop2ce at the back of the psgost to build a restroom and lavatory 
etc. and have even obtained the approval of the district warden, 
but before anything can be donek they have to get the consent 

of the Civil Defence Committee,the Borough Warden,the Town Clerk 


and one or two other bodies. “hen one of the wardens heard o* 


| af 
the idea for the first time he poohooed che idea) and said, "Don't 


be silly the Council will never pass anything like that.” 

The full time wardens have allot of time on 
their hands and therefore have plenty of chance to talk about 
their jobse Whether it is because they have so much time to 
talk, or not, they never ga have a word of praise or approval to 
say for the ARP. They are bored all day long and as far as 
they can see nothing is ever done to help them mmm make use of 
all this spare time. They feel that they are coonped up in a 
bBick prison forthe whole day and there is not one who if he 


were allowed would not take another job of some sorte \. 
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WARDEN'S POST NORTH WEST LONDON. 


Fire Fighting (2). 
e wardens organized the district's Fire Fighting 


Parties and it was only natural that they should be in charge 
of the issue of equipment. When these fire fighting parties 
were first instituted equipment was scarcee The number of 
the parties 
stirrtp pumps per road was two and that was 211 /keex recieved 
of any type of ei pment for some time. But Sues having mex 
obtained the essential pumps the parties immediately set to 
work to Baugpiskwe provide themselves with the missing 
essentials. In no time buckets of sand and water appeared 
on every Pront porch; party leaders took charge of the 
pumps and had them put in suitable places; ladders appeared 
against a number of houses evenly spaced up and down the road 
shelters were found for the watchers on duty; and last but 
not least ithe many coloured nottces of varying importance 
concerning the whereabouts of the pumps,ladders, etce All 
this was done practically entirely on the initiative of the 
parties themselves. The wardens helped where they could, 
but at the tine Ae the parties were coming into being, the 
wardens spent a good part of every night on duty, and as a 
result did not have much time to spare with the firepartiese 
There was a lull after the issue of pumps,before ang furkther 
equipment came from the wardens. The parties had to a great 
extent given up hope of obtaining anything further, feom tire 


The wrevdsos 
whradene; taagy had to listen to many a sarcastic remark from 


individuels regarding their efficiency and ability. The 
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wardens could say little other |that ytey had no equipment for 
distribution. This was not a very satisfactory answer when 
both the press and radio were urging people to go to their 
local wardens for advice and assessoriese At last when both 
the wardens and the fire parties were tiring of the inactive 
ity in obtaining equipment,arm bands were recéévd by the 
wardens for the partiese These were duly issued and signed 
BLK. fore Next came sendbags and these had to be carefully 
dealt out,with the accompaning sand,to each roade Again 
there wes a lull in the supply of necessary kit which lasted 
for some time, before the parties were given helmets. These 
were supplied in reasonable numbers and were very welcomed 
by the fire watchers. Therefore the total equipment 
issued by the werdens consists of puimps,arm bands,whisties, 
samd and sand-bags,and finally helmets. One alst word about 
pumpse Before an issue was made by the wardens to parties, 
there were odd pumpe scattered about the area In some case4 
they had been bought privately and in others, they had been 
obtained direct from the borough. In either case they were 
willingly placed at the disposal of any proposed party. 

The training of the fire fighters was given by 4 
number of peoplee In the first case,members of the public 
themselves arranged a demonstration and practice. Evergone 
was asked to attend who coulde These people were given the 


chance to go into a burning hut and observe the full effetes 


of smoke,etc.e. Magnesium filings were also obtained and used 


4. 
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WARDEN'S POST NORTH WEST LONDON. 


Fire Fighting (2). 
e wardens organized the district's Fire Fighting 


Parties and it was only natural that they should be in charge 
of the issue of equipment. When these fire fighting varties 
were first instituted equipment was scarcee The number of 
the parties 
stirrup pumps per road was two and that was 211 /*nex recieved 
of any tyPe of edi pment for some time. But Sues having BEX 
obtained the essential pumps the parties immediately set to 
work to Baxxeisxs provite themselves with the missing 
essentials. In no time buckets of sand and water appeared 
on every Pront porch; party leaders took charge of the 
pumps and had them put in suitable places; ladders appeared 
against a number of houses evenly spaced up and down the road 
shelters were found for the watchers on duty; and last but 
not least [the many coloured nottces of varying importance 
concerning the whereabouts of the pumps,ladders, etce All 
this was done practically entirely on the initiative of the 
parties themselves. he wardens helped where they could, 
but at the time Alaa the parties were coming into being, the 
wardens spent a good part of every night on duty, and as a 
result did not have much time to spare with the firmpartiese 
There was a lull after the issue of pumps,before anf furkther 
equipment came from the wardens. The parties had to a great 
extent given up hope of obtaining anything further, feom the 


The wrevdins 
wradene, thay had to listen to many a sarcastic remark from 


individuals regarding their efficiency and ability. The 
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wardens coulc say little other |Lthat ytey had no equipment for 


distribution. This was not a very satisfactory answer when 


both the press and radio were urging people to go to their 
local werdens for advice\and assessorieSe At last when both 
the wardens and the fire parties were tiring of the inactive 
ity in obtaining equipment,arm bands were recéévd by the 
wardens for the partiese These were duly issued and signed 
Btx. fore Next came s:ndbags and these had to be carefully 
dealt out,with the accompaning sand,to each roade Again 
there wes a lull in the supply of necessary kit which lasted 
for some time, before the parties were given helmets. These 
were supplied in reasonable numbers and were very welcomed 
by the fire watchers. Therefore the total equipment 
issued by the werdens consists of puimps,arm bands,whisties, 
saad and sand-bags,and finally helmets. One alst word about 


pumpse Before an issue was made bv the wardens to parties, 


there were odd pumpe scattered about the area In some cass4 


they had been bought privately and in others, they had been 
obtained direct from the borough. In either case they were 
willingly placed at the disposal of any proposed party. 

The training of the fire fighters was given by a 
number of peoplee In the first case,members of the public 
themselves arranged a demonstration and practice. Evergone 
was asked to attend who coulde These people were given the 
chance to go into a burning hut and observe the full effetes 


of smoke,etce. Magnesium filings were also obtained and used 
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to show the apttsm consequences of throwing a jet of water 
onto an incenduary bomb. The people who attended these few 
demonstrations explained what they had learned to the other 
people in the street. Thus people gradually learned a 
secondhand method of fighting incenduary bombea. When the 
waudens took over the organization of fire fighting parties 
they save 2a number of public demonstrations, and also xmmtker 
private ones to individual parties. But these were not many 
and the parties had little chance to practise. 

People were enthusiatic about forming fire fight 
ing squads and even went to personal expense and much person- 
al trouble to try mami to form then into efficient parties, 
but they were greatly handicapped by the slowness of the issu 
of equipment and the lac of organized training. Luckily 
for them however, there was then no need for them fo tacicle 
any incenduary bombs, at a time when a great part of “London 
was having them nightlye With the passing of time their 
enthusiasm hes not worn offfand they now appear to be quite 


wide awake and capablee 
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Warden's Post , North Vest London. 
fhe Inv. 2 part time warden visited his post 
every evelng of the last week and note’ the following details 
regarding the wardens at the post at the time of his visits. 


Throughout the week there were no alerts. 


Monday,10.45-11.0. pem., four full time wardens of ‘shom three were 
v9 ] 
plaving cards and one reading. There was little tal*cine 


Bs 


anc the card playince was quiete 
Tuesday ,9.45-10.0 pem,two full time wardens and one part time 
warden. There ware vas general conversation on personal 


topics, the wardehs beins quite intimate friends. 


Wednesday,11.45-12.0 p.m. ,three full time wardens and one part time 


warden. The one part time and two full time wardens were 
playine cards, with the other warden looking on. As the 
amount in the kitty at that moment was about nine shillings, 
the atmosphere over the game was muxts intense. 
a 7 

Thugday,10. 45-11 pem,two full time wardens. The time was about 

blac<-out+ time and the wardens were outside the post XpERx 
having 

taxing /a look round for any lights, as one had already been 


reported by an indignant women who lived opposite the post 


and who kept a sharp look out on all that the post did or 


did not do. 

Friday,11.15-11. 30. pem.,two full time wardens and one part time. 
The part time warden after having signed on for duty left. 
The conversation was generalymostly concerned with the 


activities of the day or of the people in the district. 
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In respect of the peovle in the disrtict, there is not one 
who is not knovn by at least one of the wardens. Besides 
having an official index of every person in the post area, 
the wardens,especially the full time,know everyone and it 
seems, thetr past history as well. So therefore when a 
couple of the older wardens start talkine of the local 
one learns 
people /auite a lot of imformation about one's neishbourse 


Saturday,7.45=8115 p.eme,one full time warden who was waiting for 


his relief to turn up, playing patience to pass the time 


AWAY The evenine was wet and miserable and the warden 
had been on duty by himself for some hourse Yis relief 


turned up ten minutes late,dripping wet,but the waiting 
warden said nothing about Xiexm-ethe lateness. 
Sunday,5.45-5.15 pem.,one full time warden on duty, havine been on 
duty since one o'clock, the greater part of the time by him- 
selr. There were one or two cheap magasins lying round the 
post and a pack of cards on the table. ’g the evening was 
worm the warden was sitting outside kes uo #& nodding to 
people as they went by, or talkine for a few minutes if they 


stoppede 


eeeaw eee we ee Se ese ee = = ee ee 


Whilst down at the post the Inv. took note of the 
following remarks made by full time wardens. These remarks 
cover arange of opinion and were made at no special time, but they 


Mw 
are all mmannamtudjconnection with the A.R.P. 
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Warden.55.@:"I'm tired,dirty and fed up. I am just waiting 
for my duty to finish, being stuck down here all dav in this 
heat,who wouldn't be?” 

Warden.52.C:"There goes the telephone bell again. it’s re 
been ringing alliday,messaces, wrong numbers, people, I don't 
know. ” 

Warden.56.C:"No wonder you are hot. Inever wear anv trou- 
sers under my uniform, even during the winter. What about you 
Tom?" 

Warden.52.C:"I haven't got anything on under my uniform" 

Wardene55eC:"Do you see that some one is complaining that 
there are too many people standins by doins nothing, yet when 


there is a raid, we are treated as heroes. De 
Warden, 56.C:"Oh well what about it? Do you shat up +o 


35's are going to be called up forr the army?" 
Warden.52.C:"Yes. it said so in the Mirror. It also said 


that a warden was summoned to court for not being 


c~ 
> 


at his post ga 
during his duty. He said that he had gone round the corner to 
have a drink witn some otners for a minute. The magistrate 
gaid that thev had discipline in the army and thev mst have it 
in the A,R.P. Silly old fool!" 

Warden.56.C:"I suppose somebody scotched on him" 

War‘en,g52.C:"Yes they must have. I don't know what they 
expect wardens to do." 

Warden. 42.B:"If people had to sit in this post as long as ¢ 
we do, they would soon stop:their grinning." 


Wardene52.C:"Do you see that all wardens are &m going to 


have battle dress. The stretcher people and rescue parties @ 


already have theme-,still by all accounts Hitler will be dead 
before we get them. 


‘ol. 
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Diary of visits made to Bost 3 during the last week 
by the Inv. in the capacity of a warden. 
Monday,8 pem.eFour full time wardens at the post of whom two 
were on duty and one on standby duty. Three wardens 


were playing cards whilst the other wandered around outside 


xhe doing odd jobs. 

Tuesday,12 peme Two full time wardens and one part time signing 
off from his 8-12 duty. The full time wardens were pre- 

paring for the night in the manner of layins out blan*ets for 

themselves, etce Before the part time warden left the 

following conversation took places 


G.26.(full time) "My wife is cominse home from Ireland in x 
August and I am going to take some days off to go and feteh 
here It will be part of my holidays 
F.35.(full time) "But won't that cost you a lot of money?” 
G."No, I am getting everything free." 
T. 37, (Part time) Do they have thet scheme of giving wardens 
railway passes, here?” 
Ge"Yes that is what I am going on. The idea is to en- 
courage wardens to get away whenever they can. Itisa 
good idea.” | 
F."I had forgotten Hout it. Didn't it come into force x 
last week? It is one free travelling pass per year. You 
know it's funny,the borough will find the money, go to the 
station and get your ticket, yet they wouldn't sive us the 
money to go and get it ourselves." 
G.""ell that is the same in the army and anything else. 
You can't expect them to give you the money as you Ow 
what :rould happen. 
F."It's almost the same with our rations. We are supposed 
to have 1/6 worth of rations per day, but the way we get x 
them I wish they would give us the 1/6. That would be xx 
10 /6 a weeke You could provide a pretty good lunch every- 
hoy for that amount." 

I know. The whole thing is stupid. No one uses the 


rations properly and no one gets a proper meal from theme 


Wednesday,9 p.m. Two full time wardens on duty. They were 
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a 


joined by the Post Varden of the neighbouring post who had 
come round to pass on a circular. None of the wardens 


knew each other, but it did not take them long to mux 


CY 


start tal’cing about their relative posts. Comparisons 


were imade and advantages and disadvantages of each post were 


discussede Although so near to one another the two posts 
were organized and run auite differently zz One reason 
for this was perhaps because of the large difference in the nume 
ber of wardens each post had. Whereas Post 3 only have 
26 wardens, the other post has 42. 
Thussday, 


Weanssgaxe9.15 peme Vive full time wardens at the post, of whom 
only two were officially on duty. Three wardens were 
playing cards, whist a fourth looked on and the fifth out- 
side making up a preactice report for that eveninge Brey ene 
was Little conversation as most of the wardens were at the 


Ost 
xurpass/for the mehe purpose of passing 2 fev hour s ¢@aying (art 


Friday,11.45 pemeIwo full time wardens on duty. As it was a 


quiet night they were either reading lazing about. There 
is little they can do at that time of night, although it 


is not usual to find the pgot so empty ax then. 
Saturday,10.30.pem. One fill time warden ond duty by himself 
playing cards. His mate had gone up to the local pub to 
have a drink before closing timee The warden left by him- 
self, did not appreciate the fact and Rad the following 


words to say: 


It 
I don’t mind Charlie going up to have a drink but he has 
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been gone for almost 45 minutes. It would be better if a 
we saw a few more max part time wardens as well. I've sot 
to spend the whole night in this place anc it is not pleas- 
to have to sit here by oneself." 

Sunday,9 peme Youn full time wardens &t the post; three of them 
playing cards. That night the siren sounded: the first 
time for a considerable period. Although not on duty a 
large number of the part time wardens turned up at the post 
for a fev minutes. Many people had been caught without 
their blackout up and the wardens were kept busy warning 
people about their lights. It was the first time for a 

eriod 
lonc x<kxmsp/that patrols of wardens were sent out and part 
time wardens had to do anv dutye 
It will be seen from the above that during the 

longer summer evenings part time wardens do not spend much of x 

their time at their post. The reasons for this are fairly 

Obvious. There have been no raids for some considerable time 

so that there has been no necessity to come down to the post, 

other than to just sign on for duty. As the evenings are light 
and fine it is not desirable to sit in a hot post when thervis 
the garden to be attended to. Also many part time wardens are 
doing overtime and are too tired to visit the vost. Besides 
these personal resons there is the fact that if there are no 
alerts a warden is only required to come down to the post once 


duringthe week. The attitude of the part time wardens durin: 


the winter is quite different. Than,it is a welcome relief to 


out 
inside a warm post,often crowded, after having been aut/on a 


v 
patrole emt 4n the winter it is the reverse to the summer, 
Last winter there were continuous air raids which kevt wardens 
out for lone periods; the evenings were lone and a visit to the 


| 


post broie the monotony e 
The full time wardens have no choice, and for 
them there is little difference between winter and summer,as far 


as spells of dut’ are concernede It will be seen from the 


i me f 
above that they spend a few xX hours, nearly everyiplayine cards. 


During the winter, in betveen raids there was allot of card play- 
ing, but during the spring it almost stépped altosether, and has 


only started again during the last few months. 
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Parttime wardens. 


During the long summer evenings part time 
wardens have little to do. § There have been no raids for 
several weeks and as @ result a majority of the wardens are seen 
at the post only once a week. This is quite different from 
. the full time wardens who have no such relieve, deppite the 
absence of raids or the presence of fine weather. The duty 
of the full time wardens is full time, whereas the duty of the 
part timers is twelve hours per week if the siren goes. As it 
has not sounded recently, the amount of duty the averwe part 
time warden does xm has been one hour per week and eleven hours 
so called standby. This as a matter of fact exempts him from 
doing firewatching in the city. Besides his duty, there is the 
work involved with the fire watchers. This too owins to the X= 
long evenings has dropped off, and now occupies little time in 
the warden's work. 

To make up for this reckfanties there have been 
a relatively large number of classes and meetings during the 
last few months. The meetings were in respect of wardens duties 
in general, and the classes were concerned with anti-gas, high 
explosives and incendiary bombs. 

When the proposal was made by the district 
warden to set out definite times for part time wardens’ duties 
a meef ngs were held by each post to discuss the new suggestion. 
At Post 3 there was an almost 100% turn out at their meeting 
which was attended by the District Warden and his assistant. 
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It was a part time wardens’ meeting and at their request the 


full time wardens did not attend,except one. The meeting was 


held in a small room hopelessly inadequate for such businesse 
The District Yarden opgened the proceedings by exvlaining to x 
the wardens the proposed suggestions for new duty rosters. On 
thy whole he was listened to by the majority of the wardens 
until he “inished saying what he had to say about the question 
sonbernea, exeepe ier couple of wardens who interrupted him 
almost at every turn. At first the other wardens said little 
about these interruptions, but when they persisted they began to 
call out and tell the xks wardens in question to keep quiet. 
This had some effect for a short time but soon the interruptions 
were resumede It was apparent that the Post Warden was becoming 
annoved mmm as he wanted to finish df ckly and hear what all the 
wardens had to say3 Pes piace of he meeting having been to 
discuss the new suggestionse The meeting quickly began to bee 
come heated and words exchangede The wardens could have put 
up wit’ the interruptions, had they served any use, but the 
particular warden who had done the most talkhng was known to 
have 2 grudge against the District Warden and all his questiomus 
were of a personal nature and of no interest to the other wardens. 
His typical question or explanation ran,"But I am a light sleep- 
er and would hear anything": "I don't want to leave the house 
and family during an air raid": "I have always done my best:"* 
"I have been at the post for two years and I don’t see why we 
should change now". Amidst much noise the District Warden 


finished talking and the wardens were able to ask questions and 
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offer suggestions. The wardens managed to learn what they want 
ed to know although the meeting had now become an arguement of 
personal issues and peéty post matters. The same warden was 
still talking and by now had set the whole room in an uproar 
by making an attac on the post warden about some recent post 
decisione The resson for the meeting had been forgotten and th 
District Warden was dragged u into something that was am entiree 
ly a@ post matter. He objected to his havine to listen to the 
arguements and suggested that it could be settled some other xXx 
time. But he was not given the chance to leave and had to 
watch the meeting lose its purpose. To make matters worse the 
arguement was in connection with the full time warden present, 
and when he mkitmt wkkk added his comments which were also/agains: 
the District Warden and the post warden, the meeting bécame even 
more heatec and divided, and broke up entirely. The majority 
of wardens expressed annoyance that £ such a meeting should 
turn into an old post quarrel, and since then,there hasbeen an 
ebvious end definite split between the part time wardens. 
on the same question 

A meeting /for the whole district was held some 
weeks later. This was attended by wardens from seven of eight 
posts and was much more general than the post meeting, but here 
again the result of the meeting was not as satisfactory as it 
mignt have been. The District Warden addressed the mseting 
and explained the scheme and the suggestions that he had receiv- 
ed since it was first proposed. Although the majority of 
wardens were obviously in favour of the new idea and now and 


again throughout the course of the meeting offered suggestions 
ae shendmewis 


Warden's Post (4) ae a 


distrected 

and amendments, one or two wardens /tkmkuxbed the purpose of the 
meetings oe continually interrupting. These interruptions were 
almost entirely of a personal nature. Because of this and the 
fact that * one warden kept on disturbing the meeting, xk the ke 
remaining wardens were set on edge and interest was loste The 
wardens were glad to get away from 2 meeting that was of vital 
concern to themselveSe 

Thus two meetings were spoilt because of the 
attitude adopted by one or two individual wardens. These 
wardens had ignored the feelings of their own particular posts 
anc of their fellow wardens to putforeward their very personal 
ideas. All wardens are encouraged by the District Warden,who 
is himself a part time warden, to state their personal ideas 
and criticisms as much as possible, but wardens felt that in 
respect of the above two meetings thet the wardens in particular, 
had made a nuisances of themselves and that they were not " 
concerned with the feelings of the majority of the wardens, but wert 
interested only in their own persons. As one warden said who 


had been to both meetings; 


"Most of the part time wardens work very well together, but 
there are a few who,because they are part time, want to 

do just what pleases themselves and don't seem to care 

how it will effect the others. Ithink that if a warden 
can't work with the rest he does more harm than good and 

he should gow. We have to work together and it is better 
to have fewer wardens who do work together well rather than 
a lot who don't". 
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Diary of visits made to a Warden's post during one week. 
Motiday,11 pem Two fall time wardens on dutyjneither of them 
doing much. Their conversation was limited to personal 
topies and little was said about the war. One or two come 
ments were made about the previous night's air raid and 
neither wished for a repetition that nicht. 

Tuesday,5.45 pem. Two full time wardens on duty having some tea. 
Both of then were bord@ and were looking forward to when thpy 
would be through for the day. They had littb to read and 
their conversation rose only very little above the level of 
post and personal matters. 


9.30.0m.- One full time man on duty,one male and one women 


part time wardens signing for duty. The women warden was 


putting through a practice revort over the telephone. 


When she finished,conversation broke out and the Inv noticed 


that it was of a much wider and of a more varied standard 


than that of the full time wardens. This seems to be the 


case generally. To the part time wardens A.R.P. is aiucmit j 


spare time job and they have a whole sphere of activity: .. 


outside, but the full time warden has to spend all his work ew 


time at the post and is therefore influenced to a far great~ 


er extent by it. 
fussta Wednesday,10 pem. One full time warden at the post by him- 


' 
self and had the following to say: 


"You know that I am leaving at the end of the week? I am 
nearly sixty and at that time in life you Mave to be cares 


Wasden's Post (2) 328.41.PG 


-fulzZ of the future. The A.R.P. will soon be kicking me 
out and they don’t give you a pension or anything, so as I 
have been offered a job locally I am takine it." 
Thurday,11.30 peme Two wardens at the post: both sitting doing 
nothing. 
Friday,11 peme-One *ull time warden , one messenger and onetmkx 
part time warden leaving. 
Sunday,11.30.0ne warden by himself. Hesvas not pleased at being 
by himself: 
"Its a bit thick, Ihave to spend all the night here by my- 
self just because Charlie writes to the post and says that 
he is not feeling well and will not be down tonigyt: it is 


very convenients how he tacks it onto the end of his holieg 
day." 


With the news that xhak wardens are soon to be 
taken off the reserved list ané lily to be called up, many of 
the wardens are wondering how they will stand. The feeling 
among the full time wardens is that they have joined a service 
and have Bad to gdo some pretty rough work and that now/will be 
called up and have nothing to show for it. Whenever they have 
tried in the past to obtain a release <u the Bast to joinn a 
military service of some sort or to do war work,they have been 
refused permission to Leaves In their estimation the wardens’ 
service has sunk very Ba gehy standards. As one warden said, 

"When I joined the A.R.P. I had hoped that it would amount 
to something, but instead it seems to have dropped lower 
and lower." 

Most of the wardens who are likely to be called up raise very 


little objection to the thought of leaving, but what they do 


protest against is the attitude shown to them by the authorities. 


Warden's Post (3) 308.41. PG 
One full time warden whdrecently announced that 
he had handed in his resignation to take up Air Force work had 
the followings to say: 
| "I have tried before to get my release from the A.R.P. but 
they would not let me go. Now that it has been announced 
that wardens are to be called up I have tried again. MS 4 
I wait ed much longer there would be a rush of men and I 
might not get much of a chance. I'll be glad to get out 
of the A.R.P. It is no place for a person who is both 
mentally and physically very active." 
With the calling up of full time wardens there 
is sure to be a great reduction in the number available to run 
the posts and it will mean that the part time men will have to 
take over move of the duties. Whether this is possible or m 
not has been ciscussec by the wardens but they have not come to 
any definite conclusion. As one of the deputy vost wardensunho 
left recently, whe was a full time warden, 2 nev one has had to 
be appointed, and the person chosen is a part time warden. 
This is unusual when there are a number of full time wardens to 
choose from , but it might mean that it is the first step tow- 
ards increasing the part time wardens' responsibilities. The 
post warden is himself part time as far as the post is concern- 
ed, and therefore it seems that there might be a general in- 


struction from the A.R.P. control to see what can be done by 


part time wardens. 


ToO;- 
The Chief ‘arden 
18th April, 1941 


| egret that it is eaoaneney for me to report gress neivility 
by Bo Post re approxi aud personnel of Post A: on th night of A 


and dire +iBe a the a toreh ai reotly through ap eteicedeems On my 
Btopping be Fever <<: a oral que manner wnethor ind headlicht was 
cenit. to which I replied that essential or no 3 a matter for the 
role ie a deside, and drove on. Having c again pass the Post at 
approximat hrs on the following morning, i decided to loige a 
opae 4 ee ears Pst wardens and in sugh @ mauner. The 
y od 8: n. ae cue over to 


10h hap ning, 2 — 
20 reat so 
7 et 3 


-G. Tibbitts 


Hh | Borough of Twickenbam. 


AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS _ 


| MEMORANDUM 
From:— jlo-— p/ W A® 


CHIEF WARDEN, _ 19th Apr4l, 1941 
YORK HOUSE, TWICKENHAM. | 


ALLEGED INCIVILITY OF POST Az 
TO SHELTER SUPERINTENDENT. 


ae 
SS 


I enelose copy report from Mr. Tibbitts in the above connection, am 


shall be glad to receive an early report from you. Tf the statements mde. 
are true, I strongly deprecate treatme t of this kind being meted out to 
one of my staff officers. 


CHIEF WARDEN , 


Wardens’ Post, A @. 
24th. April 1941, 


TeoHeTeDOWCy UBde, 
Yor House, 


-_ - * 
a“ fa ~ so ; Y.. 
ii ie ET T= “Ne 


Dear Sir, 


Your latter of the 6th. April to District Warden Pay 
unser the headine of ™ Alleged Incivility of Post A 2 to Shelter 
Suncrintendent “ hes caused ae great concern. 


Ian tutte at & loss to understand your endorsesent of 
Goanléint sent t-o you by 4 nerson tho in the ciracity of a civilian 
seée.s to have surfecred Sone grievance, I gather iron the enclosure | 
te your 16étter thot he «tt®Rbutes such to wardens of Post A ae Now, 
Tan very je®lous of the good nane of my wardens ana I know then to 
be very conscientious in the nursuit of their duties as voluntoers, 
and I am deteruain@a that their good nane shall be cleared, It is & 
reflection on the untiring and excellent public snirit they hayes shown 
for over tig years that they should not have had the same consideration 
shown to then that the letter -f this Me, Tboitts seens to have 
attained, For then, ind for ayself, I ask you to arrange forthwith fet 
an enquiry be held wt this yost at which yourself, the wardens 
eencerned, myself and Mr. Tibbitts be present. He has made accusations 
for which, you my be currrised to rnow, he received reasonable 
exnianations on the ifth,. April when he called during a heavy ” blitz ™. 
Please nate that rcint, and, if you will, bear in aind that three 
witnesses can give testimony against that of Mr. Tibbitts, 


I have pede detailed encuitries of the  «rdens concerned, 
for, in snite of ix. Tibbitt’s atatenent te the c ntrury, I was not 
nresent on the ocaision of the tneident, The accusetion 18 levelled 
acainst Post A @e I take & serious view of that. Afain, you letter 
uses the words " Shetter Suporintendens *, but it is quite obvious 
that. tra shagrvations came from ie. Mbbitts in his civil e&pacit 
for he is, so far as I know, withot powers over the kardens’ Service 
in which sy sarcens Sand I have the honour to serve, Therefore, I 
Mish te make a Porat complaint to y u that eriticism of our Work 
is being consiéeree [roa nersons «ho in their officisl cap&city héeve 
ie nowera to da 806 


[ have never oot Mr, Mbbitts but I hive been forced te \) 
deal with his letter, and, with great interest, analysed the contents, || 
f[ resret to say th.t I wes bewiidered by the array of statements h 

has mustered, His lust sentence seems to mé to be snelodramatic yiffle, 
But his words bear yery unylsisant tmplicetiona which I shall have 
cleared up, for I have rletrant memories in the pest when I have seen 
the three wardens whose conduct 18 yuestioned *t¢27 with excited nenbers 
of the nublie. I have always adntred their courteous consideration for 
nersons With whoa they were brought into contact in the course of their 
official and volimtary d ties and I cannot belive thet the actions 
imputed to them could have taken place, I therefore avait your message 
fixing @ date and time for the enquiry to take place at this Post. 


Yours faithfully, 
Post Warden A @e 


" pghe te ATCT Soe 
ae 


JeHede Dewey ESq., 
chief Warden, 
Twickenham, 


Dear sir, 


In rénly to your letter of April 29th to Di. Pay. 


I have béen ré-examining the question you have raised in 
your letter of the i9th April Which contained as an @nclosure a 
copy of & communication sent to you by Mr, Tibbitts. 


As I exnected, the use of the word “alleged” and the 
phrase “if the stagements made are true" was nointed out, but I 
had taxen thosé6 Words into &ccount when I fr med by original renly. 


When I asked that on enquiry be instituted I had, oi 
course, no Wish to begin aslanging match. I did not send in a 
detailed renort of the incident 4s related by my Wardens because to 
do So Would have revealed facts necessary for the defence of the 
good n&éme of Post A.2. Which Would have béén easily cleared at the 
enquiry. I shall certainly order that a written report be prenared 
for you should you press for it, but I really think that the statement 
of MB. Tibbitts on the incident is sufficient evidence on Which to 
judge his claims, 


May I point out: 
i) Mr. Tibbitts accuses 4,2 but says that he cannot be 
Bure that the pnéraon to Whom he refers was a Warden, 
11) He called back to the Post to make 4 nrotest at th 
height of the blitz. 
| 1441) Facts givén are pn:itently contradictory, in his letter 
to you. 


pa 
yet 


With your letter before me and the above facts clearly 
established I think you Will agr eé that I had Some cause to suspect 
that a@ charge was being preferred against myself «nd my men Which was 
"not fair comment” at that stage of the proceedings since you were B 
supvorting not the claims of Mr. Tibbitts, but the statement of 
your Phelter Superintendent. I cl@im equality of treatment with Mr. 
Tibbitts if he is to be so considered in this matter, but as I said 
I could not agree that he was other than a@ civilian at the tim of 
the tncident. I rather feel that in the aifont Mr. Tibbitts has 
offered to A.2 in sending you that letter, in justice to your 
Wardens, that his claims should have been carefully analysed before 
éither n&@s ing them on to me or accepting them 4s oflicial business. 
[I Would have preferred to déal personally With Me. Tibbitts as I 
imagine the whole affair is one of misunderstanding Which could have 
been settled by pérsonal contact. 


= Zo 


Whatever the outcome of the matter I cannot see how his conduct 
can be excused, and I think his use of the Word “incivility" may 
Orove &@& Hcoomerane. 


I feel that you should take my Word, folloWing on my 
enquiries from ny *ardens, that noné of them was the person 
referred to in Mr. Tibbitts’ first neragraph and that whatever 
hannene® on his second anne@arance at the Post, at the height of 
the blitz when he should hape knoWn better than to také up 
Wardens’ tine, was only &@ nersonal matter, full, no doubt, of 
misunderstandings, His s@cond visit and the letter of complaint 
he sent were eque'’ly un 


I can only add that if Mr. Tibbitts Tels m strongly 
about the matter he should welcome an enquiry. If Should for I 
know that dealings with facts need not precirttate a “slanging 
match" but it Would Gear the name ¢. A.@. 


If you cannot ac - é€pt the suggestion for an enquiry 
then I hone you wil? &ccent the statements I have madé about ay 
Wardens who throughout have been attacked by Mr. Tibbitts and 
have hed no chance of defending their own name. If they send 
in @ rénort they are stitl under a cloud and their accuser hin- 
self Whe has initiated the Whole déSagreeable business i8 un- 
touched. I feel strangly that either an enjuiry, or an anology 


ef 


from Mr, Tibbitts, can be the only fuir end to the matter. 


I ca We 1% y our Fs nly. 


Yours truly, 


POST WARDEN, 


ARP. 16 
Borough of Twickenbam, _*°°/?/4# 


AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS 


MEMORANDUM 


To 


Pu). Woon ae. 


N.B.—Please write on both sides of this sheet. 


Borough of Twickenbam. 


AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS 


MEMORANDUM 
10 -— -D/ eA" 


CHIEF WARDEN, 29th April, 1941 
YORK HOUSE, TWICKENHAM. 


TEL.: POP. 4466 


From :— 


POST Ac. MR. TIBBITTS 


I have your memorandum of the 28th instant with enclosure as stated. 
I have read P/W Woodward's letter carefully, but would direct his attention 


to the word "alleged", which was intentionally included in the heading of 
my letter of the 19th instant. 
careful to state ‘if the statements made are true...' 


in the body of the letter. 


As you know, it is never my practice to condemn any Post or warden 
unheard, and p/w Woodward's es, ee that I am endorsing the complaint 


I was, further 


is, therefore, ill-founded. am just as jdflous as he is of the good 
name of the wardens at Post 12. and am as keen as he is to vindicate them. 


What I require from him is a complete statement of what happened at 


his end, and this does not appear to be included in his letter which you 
PeT.0. 


enclosed. 


No useful purpose would, I am sure, be served by arranging a Court 
of Enquiry as he suggests. These conferences tend only too easily to 
become “Slanging matches". 
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CHIEF WARDEN 


—_ 


Borough of Cwickenbam. 


TEL: POP. 4466 


AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS 
MEMORANDUM 
To:— D/W f° 


CHIEF WARDEN, 17th May, 1941 
YORK. HOUSE, TWICKENHAM. 


From:— 


MR. PIBBITTS v. POST Az, 
CHIEF WARDEN INTERVENING. 


EEO — 


I acknowledge receipt of P/W Woodward's letter of the 12th 


instant received through you, and have now had an opportunity of 
discussing this matter with the Chief Shelter Warden and the Shelter 
Superintendent. I had hoped that following this interview the 
Shelter Superintendent would be prepared to withdraw his accusations 
against A2, but he appears to be so sure of his’ ground that he 


welcomes the suggestion of an enquiry. 


I am, therefore, calling this enquiry for Wednesday the 28th 
instant af 20.15 hours in my office, and I shall be glad if you 
will notify the Post Warden and arrange to bring him along together 
with the Deputy Post Warden and any other wardens concerned. 


P.T.0. 


The procedure will be that the Shelter Superintendent will be 
given an opportunity of making a statement, upon which either you 
or the Post Warden will be given an opportunity of interrogating him. 
A representative of the Wardens' Service will then reply and Mr, Tibbitts. 
will be permitted to interrogate the respondent, after which, I shall 
issue my finding, unless of course.I-am of the opinion that such finding 
should be reserved and; promulgated later. 
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Dy. u). GREE BANK . 


: ? CHI EF WARDEN 
Pu). WJoadu/4A kD . | 


Dear Mr Pay, 


Wardens’ Post A 2., 
Whitton. 
23rd. May 194i. 


Re. Letter of Chief Warden, dated 
May I7th. inst., addressed to you, mt in reply to 
my letter of I2th. inst., to the Chief Warden. 


Please convey to the Chief Warden my reply to 


the following points raised in his letter. 


Be 


I still ask for the enquiry to take place at Post A2. 
It will be necessary to demonstrate what actually 
happened on the actual spot. | | 


Day and time suggested will be quite convenient. 


I feel, and I think you will agree, that the procedure 
outlined by the Chief Warden is unfair to the volunteers 
attached to my Post. My wardens are prevented from making 
direct personal statements on which their case rests. 


Mr, Tibbitts has framed a charge, he is to make yet 
another, then he is question the wardens. Why not the 
same for A2? Mr. Tibbitts is being favoured, why not A2? 
I cannot agree to the procedure, therefore, and feel 
strongly that there is no need for detailing how the 
enquiry is to go so meticulously, nor so airly. 


The Chief Warden has discussed the matter with Mr. | 
Tibbitts. I feel that had I been approached, and never 
been shown e ¢ of all or part of Mr. Tibbitts’ 
original allegat ion, the whole matter could have been 
exp and settled amicably; but since his taiks 
with Mr. Tibbitts the Chief Warden has not seen fit to 
find out my own views, save by letter. I have replied 
personally to the Chief Warden each time and have been 
defending my wardens ren hp to get justice for them 
as they have demanded wo ane Root their evidence and 
feel that justice demands the charges levelled against 
them by Mr. Tibbitts shall be impartially explored. 
The present methods do not seem to be attaining the 
strict impartiality that justice demands. 


I om awaiting « reply. 
May I add to you, Mr. Poy ee a ee ee 


of view we do not wish to implicate you in this affair and, as T have 


q sigiiian aed three Of py waniinas, 
Tabbitts should have the ‘fall weigh 


A.RP. 16 
Borough of Twickenbam,  *°°/2/48 


AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS 


MEMORANDUM 


N.B.—Please write on both sides of this sheet. (> 


A.R.P. 16 
5000/2/41 


Borough of Twickenbam. 
AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS 


MEMORANDUM 


IFRS + F us Ane aw Anos 


N.B.—Please write on both sides of this sheet. 
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MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND NATIONAL SERVICE. 


EXPLANATORY LEAFLET ON THE HOME GUARD. 
1. Object. 


The object of the force is to augment the forces of Great 
Britain by providing local defence and protection of vulnerable 
points and by giving timely notice of enemy movement. 


2. Status. 


The Home Guard forms part of the Armed. Forces of the 
Crown. The members of the forces are unpaid. They are not, 
however, required to give whole-time service or to live away 
from their homes, except when mustered by reason of an actual 
or apprehended invasion. 


3. Training and Duty. 


Members of the Home Guard may be ordered to perform 
training and operational duty for periods not exceeding a 
total of 48 hours in each period of four weeks. 


The expression “training and operational duty” includes 
such duties in connection with civil defence as may be author- 
ised by the appropriate military authority. : 


This will not prevent additional training or operational duty 
being undertaken voluntarily if authorised -by the Military 
Commander. , 


The total of 48 hours in each four weeks is the largest — 
amount of training and operational duty which a man may 
be required to perform and is not a fixed amount which must 
necessarily be required of every member of the Home Guard. 
The actual amount of training or operational duty to be 
performed will depend on a number of factors which can only 
be decided locally, such as, on the one hand, the requirements 
for rational duties, the standard of training reached and a 
member’s actual Home Guard duties, and, on the other hand, 
a member’s civil employment and the distance he lives from the 
place of training. Full weight will be given to the claims 
of men working long hours in deciding what periods of duty 
they are to be called on to perform. 


E.D.L. 78. 
(Continued overleaf) 


o- 


4. Mustering. 


A member of the Home Guard may be required to serve con- 
tinuously and to live away from his home, during the period 
during which the platoon or other part of the Home Guard to 
which he belongs is mustered (that is placed on a total 


war footing) for the purpose of resisting an actual or appre- 
hended invasion. 


Full consideration will be given to the importance. to the 
national war effort of the man’s civil employment and arrange- 
ments will be made to ensure that those engaged on vital 
work will not be taken from their work until the situation 
warrants it. 


5. Subsistence and other Allowances. 


A Home Guard performing properly authorised operational 
duty may receive either subsistence in kind or:a subsistence 
allowance towards provision of food. 


He is also entitled to allowances and/or free medical atten- 
tion for any disablement attributable to Home Guard service. 


Provision is made for compensation in respect of loss of 
normal earnings as a result: of mustering, 


Financial provision is also made for widows, children or 
dependants in the event of a Home Guard being killed, taken 
prisoner or missing in operations against the enemy. 


6. Liability to be called up under the National Service Acts. 


Membership of the Home Guard does not constitute grounds 


for exemption from calling-up under the National Service Acts, 
1939 to 1941. 


(16789) 53156/577 450,000 4/42 K.H.K. Gp.8/9 
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Apply to the O.C. 


54a, Tottenham Court Road, W.1. 
(Entrance at the bottom of KIRKMAN PLACE) 


Tuesday or Thursday, 7 to 8 p.m. 
or Saturday, 2.30 to 4 p.m. 


2 6 MAR 1941 


MASS-OBSERVAI ION’S 
\ WAR LIBRARYs. 
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| - oa JANE 
42nd WARWICKS (B’ ham) ; ae 
BATIN. HOME GUARD N° 3756 
CAMBRAI HOUSE, 
HALL GREEN 


We are asking for subscriptions to enable us to repair 
War damage at our new Battalion H.Q. You may be 
presented with some War Saving Certificates. 


ist Prize 50 National War Saving Certificates 


2n@ 55 25 gv 49 99 99 
3rd 55 10 99 99 99 99 
4th 55 5 99 y. 99 99 


and 50 Prizes of I Certificate 


We thank you for your subscription of 6G This ticket is 
your receipt. The lucky persons in the Draw, which will 
take place on Dec. 15th 1941 will be notified by post. 

Hon. Organiser: R. W. S. Mackay, 35 WycombeRoad, 
Hall Green. to whom Donations may-be sent & enquiries 
made. 


Printed by Louis Drapkin Ltd., Wellington Road, Perry Barr, Birmingham 28. 


42nd WARWICKS (B'ham)  * © ie wie 
BATIN. HOME GUARD )«=—si(&sC NN. 3.757 
—~CAMBRAI HOUSE, Srv NEEM, 

ef HALL GREEN ae 


er are asking for subscriptions to enable us to repair — 
War damage at our new Battalion H.Q. You may be 
presented with some War Saving Certificates. 


ist Prize 50 National War Saving Certificates 
2n@ 5, 25 99 98 “9 99 
3rd , 0 99 99 99 99 
4th 3 99 99 ee 99 
and 50 Prizes of | Certificate 


We thank you for your subscription of 6@e This ticket is 
your receipt. The lucky persons in the Draw, which will 
take place on Dec. 15th 1941 will be notified by post. 

Hon. Organiser: R. W.S. Mackay, 35 WycombeRoad, 
Hall Green. to whom Donations may be sent & enquiries © 
made. 


Barr, Birmingham 28. 
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Hone GUARD NOTES. 
39-5. 42. 
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TUESDAYN - Ars SSP.) At €. Company Readquat lers The moeskiqator was wmleriewead by the 
Com MANAG of cer. His SdantitG Carcd was olf uc cally, Sampec\ ancl he was a ic\ 
thal Ke Would have To go Through CA SoTS wyer V_ TrAUALAg COUS? before beLNG 
peslecl To I{ platoon ie Company , te qoas mnstuuclect To allend at Manor House 


Ars 
Clu Where all the WecAUS go Whenceet Possible AM 14-30 GH on Noaday anck 
Lednegcday Erening and at Manan Yan SMool af 9-Sonrg of Sunckeuy Tomurg 


He was also unsfrucked fo call on the Quaaler Master £ Company for KiFon Thusscleuy 


WEDNESDAY : ANG-20 Nours u Wwesficales allendca at Mano®& House Cua hee were Try NCW 
KCAUIS Whe Ue cundecd Out Lefueen & Searqanks . The mo was Pestdfe Sqf Gx . 
= Tre mayonly of Tre thurty noo recal& were "callups" from Must heacls,a local 
~-*  enunifiens factory Sree LOCAS only one cther fellow WACAT AD yaaa af ge - Nha mayonky | 
Were Lefer 20 ancl KO -ANA WRIe maunly represenfakior of Cand D chaces _ 

* The whole evening Tull 16 so ‘clock Was TaVanup uh nstiuction as To The working 
o| Tho pcr \S o\ Tha_ PT] the. Oficial Home Gucqack Rif _ ae About 4 o/cloch. tore | 
WOGS A IC MULE RAV, ancl Way o| Tha new recnulS went ideThe Bar whicly | 
the. Manor House Gub lels them use . 


a 
i enemeeueell 


ower @ — 


Thurspay «._ the vestigafor WeAT along To the Quarler Master Sear genl for €.Com 
ancl was Culed oaf with his equpmeal, masf of which had RenuRc belo 
~\Kaas all howe un & URIy good conckfion . Tereweresk articles which he coulcl . 
Aa cela par a) ankles. afora(e cap. 4 harenac ariel @ resp water He 
LAS TOK. fo go along fo the Battalion Stores on Saturday allemaon for these _ 


 Rereer ew « ~~ seer ~ ae = 
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SATOR DAN : At NH aclocK the WMvestigalor goes along fo Battalion Sfores The gentteman 
Th HAarge fells him Marl it is a great def culty Yo genes sug . Ke ws filled ouf 
Howeies Writ the pai | AKIAIS Crmadamfaly Wom) anc Tha gasmask the Case of 
which 1S UE\Lugm He & nslwicled To report Yo Q.TL € .Co 4 CGCLUN anc teil hun 
That thor 1s not atoraye CaP QT havergsack woWch cc be Wack wn The foun The, 


IALESTIgaloe 1s TOI Thal IF mayie a Month, of AEN Ma lalate Trey can UR 
OCTAUNEA 
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Tadcuy af 4-50 hours the 20 odd new ecnls Tumed up for theerfurst parade . 
Evenjons appear ® be. Presway alse orl the TREN Qrounc\ WAS A QiOUP of abot 
12 Who Uke PASS AG Whoough thes CAOANRY Tags, and another gmup Who wre 
hal( way Through thee TraAMng COWISe _ Me aducaced WAT wert complete Lott, 
unitone, anct afies Me strers weren’T. ‘We new tecrals of whom The wueslqator 

WAS ERE WEE placed yito Thc hands, o\ AK.OX - Rargennl wn We GuiaitsS cand Sor Two 

 frours wth only & Ten mul] break he yu MAaTC WCC UD MLA down The Gat rack « FOUR 
anc wee aisincleds od to Wheel, NGNT about Tum. and do all tha sther manoevers 
ahh a solcher anclertome Guasch Nas foe Know . Fot c. quoaler of cin hout Sheu were 
alsoTaugkT sumple rifle dull  ATone penod duinag Whe tr CUNY S Cie Gane Officer 

Came and isispectect ‘hem . The parade vohich was beled at tanan Vian School taser 

“from 9-50 A. 1 - To ttud-dlay | 


oe. ae : 


MONDAY | 


-— 


“ 


. 


_ TALS eoenuig the new recnu& allended the Dunbar House club of 1-30 for Sather 
Ee se hng - Thet WEE THES New men ahe hack Tamed up, Gul Rcause of the 


shortage of INSTHCOIS erenybody hac fo KSten fothe Tle cnsfruction course 
nga - Bui nabod complaunecss, lRcaus as Vv STRUWGS Iafor® had been porthee rushec _ 
push Weforr. GT oclock, There was a fen mune break and many of the peaple whe 
Mack a\lendcd fon ant” Tela \ i NTS the Gu Baik fora dt UU anda sm ake . Geng rally 


fon hls instruction was very Unpommal ancl TeCnuls wee alloweck te <ait touad . ag 
taccld Case . 


PR cra ap 


WEDNESDAY | 


cA. 


“Tris, CveAiAg Mere ERTS Two meaunachuies with uhicrtne NewrecnutlS were 
concemed- They wart Ryle deaning ancl gasinsttuclion — Gnthe first the Saiceanl 
Wh CHAT GE Told ectrybody Now To MCLATAN their nhles tn worku eter afcna 
fokeep Tren clean onachve sennce . Ga the seaonck The incslractér acquante a 
Acres uls with thegases That the Germans were Wasa, To use and the COTIES ponding 
PIecauTMs whch showlcl be AVER - 


— ‘“THoORSOAY 


_ WS crenuig beceapaliottt Guvor wenTatong fo & coy .Quates Maser Saimeanl To uvform 
hum Thal no CAPS ol haversacks, COU Le o6Tanccl from Requnental Sars tHe WAS 
~ctructea TS Kep ON Teyunc, sg | 
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SYNDAY : TMs. MOMUAG, AW the cecnuls wiclucluig These wWithey elemenkeu " LNG fina 
sta ges ol} Trewin \- atlencic cl par ade aT Manan ™ A School af G.50.A.n A 
Seuee shart: AGL of iAstvucTaTs has Leen noMiceable and CONSL We asty wha Fanes 
There are have Ken canscclerauly overburelancc’ by ThE new Lalfen of RCNA 
(masily nclusfrial consenpls af waham We woost iqaTes SONC_ Owirg Te the 

lA Hye vuMber of prop \e WW tha New Sq uctc\ ZAT heed To be clhtuudedd ufo Tio 
Watches, of Sleen each buF accord To the SeargeanT this Was mo Than 
ONC MsFrucTot coulcl hope To MANAGL effectively Meo rill eleven a ‘clock. the 
IST gmup ef 15 were archrucicd how prackce Mills Rom VAG wig - mecdtess 
TO say many of Mam couldonly watch anck wee unable to Ty for temelie. 

WV acWUal prachee Af lar a len mult Gea this barch af 15 wee placect 
wricler The care. of an Ex - wai Qoant WM The Guatds fot fur thes marching anc\ 
TuMary practice , shusl The sthet_qroup of 15 (same of Them ThatiG lesay a 
leas) Nad they Tum aT bo Mb - Throwing Tre praceeclings were over crv 

mic Ady 


MONDAY ~ Once agam This week atl Tea econalS wert clue fo allenc\ tor MSTrachen af 

WEDNESPAY - Hanor House Club on Handay and Wednesday eeaings 477-290 On Na nclay 

“he who le. of Tra Tune wis speny alt qgun- Quid, A Targets Th ugh he Syqni& 
Brogicot was UL allendance cinct he commenlec\ on Tha Scarce nec SS ol AST US TOPS 
miles anduunorms He sec that eren( man Shoulcl HAVE q {IR Warder Thal 
ye MiG WY take nes course ancl lean HAruThrg wr pract ICQ Tanck not jasf7 vrsually 
AS us now w TTANnAlely The case. fesackthat Neoashng CITARGE MC | e 
WER vEry unsatigfactony, Lothfrom the malucdors ancfrom The ecnwle pou af 
HID tie promise ther ne would cdo Crery Thing WM LAs POwet To qeT 
Soric unrfowms ClaQusn, bul Aid nat hold muck hor . OW Wednesday Over \q 
clung tho_{ucst pary The recnuls passech Throygh laadund ancl wMloaduig 
CXC TALS , ANA Qacrung TRA Second pail They WR EE msfucled aboul gages anc\ 
Counler maqsuiec wluch Should be Favan ceaqcurel they. 


FooTNOTE - SneiienFatly the ole Tle af the pias. iS AtwE One Whonthe wo wernt ctlong 
l fo E.coy headquan lers \esaw Twelve of them € onsishing of bradm sficks wth 
bayonets TWronged on fo Them vith leather straps , sTacYan. ap wr Ha eq cape nl 


cnfe - &G . 
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“Jnoye. has Leen <y | seue kt shar \c £ Q oO) Uy ulo vA and @ Qu p nent o\ ati ky, oF 


fon peo ple argnuig To jour tha Horne Gur. N Rak, a month nas passec' ANC2 The Wueshant oF 
and 26 ather people enlisied, arch only Two Wee Leen gully equippe CK hls Tonly aboul 4_ 
pare leon Cyan BAL equipment at atl. The uro 1% mor a Tunalé than mance 4 af thom Wi so Seg 
as he Was everything except a haversacK and nas Gf Many of tha men have ecently tren 
gelling csconleniecs cues Tus shoslage of malenals , and twes Sunday CAG: Ha the. Seargeanf 
nr charg? oj The RecinulS hack Ta Wam some who Nad been persis Keay SOMYNG ‘in's 
Quasler Nasilecs . 

On Wednesday T as announced af the pamde ohh chee at taner House Ctub 
that cll ud reCnus foi e. Company hack fo co syeagihe Ori Friday for etal WNpr ate al 0) Whaley 
equpment wy nas got . Vopes WER Tansec WiC) for Tha Sos m ecnlky bounck Sor This. ¢ OMpans {- 
Bact The mo \s one. SFioas nafur clly expected Tha¥ They vocwkd be jully Nyc ed out. Bub 

? ue ho weeny along wlth all thocr : STUY on Frickce CU he Sy were Told that if Was oal 
wNspoction To ecord A wher shu Yray had been SSO with  Oburously {vom this it ADpan Ret 
nat Te Bool, - Vea puis, has recently becamc at fall . “tek was. wet. cCOMMeENIeel Apon. 
Wy tne Sos 4 rvecruls , “Cartrg wp all this, bloody 4 TUK. A Gloody ass of Vino Ors en ough fe 
ma Vs. You Mack - "Was a fy prea comme ay . 


Ws Suna, Nomng (June avy So MTHNG Seamed fo haye. gone Wrong CuSO . Generclly 
a recvuil 18 Sup yoRd Yo pass Thro ugh tHe Trang Course W aboul € wee ns — \bae GR Some 
wo have already SPO hat tune, ancl oho, tH ATOUGK no bert Q\ Theer ous , NAKL only gor half 
wan Through The Course, Tws COGN Mas causech comment anck denctetia 


Astar as the mo can seg the fotloonrg ate the iiauy reasons for the muddle :- 


4, 


A Thashorfaye of un fons and. ales which means That rec GIW. by vEessaly a ong 
Tune. pPassuiq Troucyn the Trang COUTSe - 
> WS mM tum creales a block aT Tha fop whch hampers the Progress Of The new rec ol 
ancl also severely overfaaes Theuisfructors 
3 The ove farang of the unstructors, S furthes agg mualed by the fact. that 
CA) Ther iS a Sharfagh of SAPIENS mnstvuclors 
CB) Thane of new recrule 16 higher than usually 1S the case | 


(TRS OAR eaily, sean Thal wiles sometnig 1G clone prety quickly .the situation 
m | uil\ lecome unmanageable Lor +ne present sfodf of tren ACA unstnuclors, | 


| 


a Training Programmes will be issued to each Officer weekly if 
possible. thie means a good deal of extra work on ny part but to compensate this 


I expect each recipient will Pile the programe and bring it with him on Parades so 


that there is mo doubt about what has to be done, Where any Officer is named this 
\ means that he is at least expected to supervise the particuler training. 


20m all Officers please wear GORBEGT DRESS at all Paredes. Gaiters and Respirators. 
\ 


ae Mepe (sheetll1) are now available and if Officers will produce a piece of plywood 
16° z 18" these maps can be sounted and I will have thes naned. 


é. JR. 


a HOME GUARD NOTES. ats 


Giese nOKS lastuRck, mention was made oF the cas of a Bacvenham Home Suard Officer who 
t9Os NDdLORA A C Charge oF "slealyic, “Timber . Serzral nleresTing dovelopmenis hack Rcatly Taven place - 

Tris, Home Guard offer No wes wr Beckenham was cha TQed at Croycloagn on Saturday July 4c Lom 
with slealuig, £15 worth of Tunbes kelonging To The Croycion Gorporafion. He was Found gall, but the charge wes, 
lI ones the Probation of Offencars Rel . The deGrdant was RoberT Tale tect (53) of Copers pe Ret 
| — Auectidt. | 
lance WAS GUEN by a man wT Kung BANKS allofmenh near Ne Glade, Shirley, that he sawa lony, ancl 
: Soar mes VA THE WOO yorEh IEMODING QUANTITeS of Timber, ancl he Took, the number of th lorry nck also thal 
| S a proale Cart whch ACCOMPANIED Ww. 

Defendant cad that he hac wallen to Home Guarch headquatlers, asking for tunber with which fo conver’ 
re quasit voncd build Wg wid a fariihack STrong pe unt /ANA about a month lakes he was Told thah ir was unposible 
Fo commancdect the malenal anck thar hc woulel have fofina W for hunself. He decided To fale the wood Som 
Wh Glade ; eqaAMUIG the Timber as being public property “Yo be useck for His Nayeshies purposes. 

"Gg rega rch Takkung the nmber muchos 9 re gard the Corporal ons Taking my front raslngs * he seucl. He 
GAMES Ve RAG HO Nght to Tale the maicnal 

Lieultnant Colonct A-F Hoopes Qificer Co MMA NGLUNG defendants ballahon SAKA that the Home Guard hack 

nr Sas KTAICA by We red Tape wi ciiferent cleparthwenk anckauthonles exer since it hack been formed. He hack 
had greaYy Ant cculty Wi gelling Tumter fortis strong pant GNG.CaCN tasty Hack erred. hun Fo anathe t Misty 
cuncicac dopastment Yo another de partment | 
, Weiwess saci that nc hack lef wa males T Medic, wdar the UM Presson That ne was govig fo apply fe 
a Beckantcum chump for tre_maicnal s 
ho Crouman aj Ave Bench scatch ancl, whale appreaayn Xn) “the work tha Yome Guart was down , the. 


To help Wunselt at Trase dump woulcite fo help Wa. enemny . Tree were 


ood suchas Wis Beal for the Home Guard anckin med Of These Wray were 
1or. of Offenders AcY. “Buttle tuber must be cefumen ® he acidoct - 
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SG IRENE To rtporl. Tere hare been Many mor, but Locks 
A Yo COMAAAT UPON THEM . Tha are reported aore & an 
g of what happens USO Th 
aq ohich Wy, as a urtal anc\ 
Leen made, of Ta shortage oF uniforms , 
fot eect Mareren § tha Gnoaswn dic come 
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iy WRre passed out te their Companies 


afer G course Bhith had Taken them some Ten week sloupposes (Le seven) Thismeans 
ms “Stconch quack of whom the wmeestigabr ws amember will able fo proceed woth ned 
A is advancd Trtan yg, Wham pera (the Coul €@ 1S AkrE rch at cast Two weeks vehin ri Lox sone : 


7 geople iF 8 un The requn of a month ,anc unless conditions become mort favourable +énco 


me patth of rece aleady rumyenes about io willbe Trou oul of Mau schedule for Wg 


‘} toe) At presenl i sfands wrth the second squcth ar least, thei” The pe a of people 
pe Ie Wack fo go oves al least onc aspect of Beis Trceurwng Tae on omos fur r NOT T6 dS locale 
1 the oer Gn Mis connechim fo mention onesuigle case the metstigafor has hac To 


ei: \o Twrugh nfie mechanism force, whet anofe Manhas hos mort Man he should nour 

i 2 hack of Tngger Pp ullung x = 

: aes shill a great daffrcullYy arth unrforms ANC OF presentih stands thareenvih 4 
ae squad who ae now ad oanced 1S net weu the number loith 6 no much more 


Hany people who hae Herr Tinonms are noTallourd to weas thom onthe porate. 
aug teu nox Wd week members of C company Rare been complantuig — 


L Hecate MUR NO & 
\ 2 Teour spokesman” Mas sauc\ thar Trey, TA. specrolly Sungied oul No fo get Mags 


1 anttfoms, G2cGuse Tey act Faclow qoup . Whehes ot nok thes 16 true yf cure te ULES Hig cits 
| Canne Tsay -tulit sc generally eo observecl pacnie that all recnuk should Nave tari . 
| wniforns eg wort «fortnight Py ae 


2) acTwnlics Have al& causeck ag eal dank of Qnumbluig This 
group was dcfakect for Ta “ Tnangie of Error * lest. Now 
“necongo ule htt Gmpany. Ths 18 howsh works | A all 
cs pewnech To a fertce SOME flecnty y ails away: 
eck about on Mat panes ,until fe entreof mat 
nas fo go up the afte ,anck © 
fo Re postticn whith he, Te 

Mm lesl Gach of The three ams © 
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HOME GUARD NOTES. 


Over the wecWand of July HaiOth a camp was held for the purpests of adoanced Tramung for Te 
Kent 55th (of course the WURshigal or war Nola porticapant as Fo Was nol per passeclout Yo hs Company) 


Bur a fnend who was a part icenasnl gaxt hon Mefo lowing dc scription of Ahcerenls . According To hun: 
Excuses vA allicK andi dafence distance juciging camouftace ,sentiy dulies ,bayontl f Qhhing and 
UNCLE Combal baltic dintl and dem onshahons ee Weld 
eres Q Typral week -cnd schedule ~ 16-00 hrs assembly ancl (a> 17.00, openuig acess 

FON coll anch squadding > 11.30 fusl pendd of Trasuig, | F-O8 fal on ballle All ; 19.20 conleen 
OPENS »| 20-00 suppes » 2i-oo valle anh ; 23.00 HoT drunk af canvleen + 2h.08 lignlS oul. On Sunday, 
revedle and ophional P.7 iS at G30 ,followedan oul laler by reakfasl . Sick parad< and camp 
unspect ion Oves , Trang De gqurs AQaw ar q ane CONTAUOS ; inkerspcr sed with domonstrations witil 
dunner Gl 13.00. Farther TraAing and TalKs dunrig the aflamoor andl al &-1S blankelS ae handed 
un , The Camp Wspecied, ANA aflEr ICO THE wAIT dismices ar 20.00 - 

Tne group of The Camp nasicten spul up vild vanous groups for Wnstruction - Taus - 

1 Onc tof Neca AR gwen ca demonstialion of the difimrences betecn seat vy dahes undaor femal 
OF CEMGNIAL CONGITIONS AN those LUNdcT acfual Was condfions - 

2 Wwilst anotver lof ree Taugnl stalking fachics nd te ability To fake comt with the, 
MUM protection wrth ustruclion un the cored’ methods. of anltuig ever loose OnCKS , dry lecuRs_ 
Tugs AAC crssuig arvLopen spac with Oly NUE UrthES of cover. 

As To Te food on Home Guard camps suchas THIS Tre nvecligaid¢ eam The fotlowuig 
unformalion _ . a 

The coak-houst whch 18 a ual part af Te camp # st Eihiondy WRN lookecl after. A ful days 


any rations, plus Is 6a per head for Ts. Safurdaug Wouls e "Qrquon Wn respecy of each. man, anc 

fotlowurg, Ss Hhemenu foi last weeK-ench . is Tae es 
Saturday . Tea, brtach, buller , Jam , pork 96." Supyes , mat pe. MOSHE polars , THK 

Gracy, Cocoa ; GT U-30 p.m comoa and bisculs - 

Sunday : Breakfast. lea , bread ana bulicr, eda bacon and leans UA Yomato sauce; 


+ ie 
co) Saag 
ht, ak toe. we) 


Hore Guact\ Nos Cio nilrent> 


eh as S~uee 


dunncs, nck stew CAVOALC - Pot aloes , baVed nce pudding and Salfanas * lea. back and ballet cake 
Fak pres, STMEMES ANd cream | 

Gn addition Widh te te canktcn Whar sandwehos anck cof Ans ane DIGWEA ,ANCL THs sS008 
Tunby a number of lady oolunicers from the yonc . 

“Te proceeding were wouncdup by Colonel F.W.Cnomberlaus . onc Commandcrof "P” Zone 
Home Guard. Among other poule We sack 

Wee Vrome Guach & Rady vimy opurion , ANG nase no fear § teers an moat from the 
Qa. 9 hose arunabales forth vr the Home Guardl anci& weapons . GrK bound fe get shhroagerancd 
nok weaker | anc "an Ack-Pick Ralieny 16 beng added fothe reQuncnT huh would eQure a lage. 
PETSGANIC! ANCL WAS Thee Thal They wee Nao wg The biqges! untale of conscriplt | 
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“BLITZINFORMATION” 


WITHOUT Aline with -all the implica- 

tions of the philosophy of information 
which Mr. Tom Harrisson puts forward in his 
article in this issue, we can readily agree when 
he says that the information service is in some 
ways the most essential of all post-raid 
services (°° the life line for all the others ’’) and 
that it is “* much the most neglected and the 
least often prepared.’’ 

For the latter circumstance the local authori- 
ties and their officers can largely disclaim 
responsibility. The central departments failed, 
until a late stage, to formulate any plans at all 
for post-raid services; and the information 
service, with the emergency feeding service, 
figured latest of all in the plans they hastily 
prepared after much bitter experience had 
shown the need for them. Mr. Harrisson will 
no doubt ask why the local authorities and 
their officers did not show greater initiative. A 
full reply to that question would involve a 
lengthier statement than can be made here, but 
one fact alone can explain much, and that 1s- 
that the outbreak of war left so much to be 
done to bring the operational and ** protective’’ 
sides of A.R.P. to standards of adequacy that 
the local authorities and their officers had more 
than enough to do in these spheres up to the 
moment when heavy raids descended on them. 
That was a situation for which the Government 
and the public cannot evade responsibility, 
even if some local authorities cannot do so 
either. 

Moreover, when the local authorities were 
given responsibility—comparatively recently — 
they had to tackle the newer tasks when 
national conditions made for slow progress. 
Not all areas-could quickly find premises for 
main information centres capable of handling 
large numbers; the right type of voluntary 
assistance had in many places become scarce— 
as it still is; and the ability of the local 
authority to deploy its own staff on this work 
had become considerably less through the loss 
of staff to the Services and the calls made in. 
maintaining not only the other civil defence 
seryices, but the essential public services which - 
are the local authorities’ normal (and continu- 
ing) responsibility. 


Information Committees’ Failure - 

ME. HARRISSON’S strictures on the 
"* jnadequacies of the arrangements for 
information in nearly all instances of heavy 
raiding must also be read in the light of the 
fact that, even to-day, the local authorities are 
made responsible for only a part of the arrange- 
ments. Their chief responsibility is the provi- 
sion of the Information Centres. For what 
Mr. Harrisson calls ** pre-educational ’’ work, 
and for many important aspects of post-raid 
information service, the responsibility lies with 
the voluntary local information committees— 
not in. any sense committees of the local 
authority—which the Ministry of Information 
established soon after the war, and through 
= it sill endeavours for the most part to | 
wor 


not need to be told by Mr. Harrisson—that 
these committees have in many places been an 
abject failure ; and that it is doubtful whether 
they can be relied on for an adequate measure 
of post-raid help even when they are still alive. 
They seem to have been conceived of at first as 
agencies of propaganda for the war effort and 
general morale ; and only latterly to have. been 
given a role in the dissemination of specific 
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-information on local arrangements and post- 
raid services. 

Before this development took place, many 
of the committees had succumbed to troubles 
of the kind which have surrounded Ministry of 


Information functions from the start: to 
political frictions associated with their first- 
conceived functions ; and to the petty personal 
frictions generated by ill-chosen personnel. 
Even. where. the committees have escaped 
troubles of this kind they- have suffered, as 
Mr. Harrisson points out, from lack of defini- 
tion in their status and functions (and, we would 
-add, of their relations to the local authority 
to other bodies), and from lack of funds for 
effective executive and secretarial arrangements. 
In some places, the local authority has had 
to take over the focal information and post-raid 
functions of the committees and to call upon 
its already overtaxed officers to make arrange- 
ments which the committees had been asked to 
undertake many months previously. Even 
where this has not happened, it is doubtful 
whether, in the shifts and changes of voluntary 
in the ever-changing circumstances 


‘|-of ‘war-time éffort, there is anyone on these 


committees who can be relied upon to function 
| when the time comes. with any adequate equip- 


Local government officers know—and. did 


-ment of knowledge ant-qeoperntion. and with 


| 


any clear vision of the range and interrelation 
of information requirements. 


What YOU Can Do 


HOWEVER clear the conscience of the 

local authorities and their officers may 
be in relation to past or present inadequacies, 
we nevertheless hope that Mr. Harrisson’s 
article, and its informing sense of the import- 
ance of the information service, will stimulate 


_ all Jocal government officers, not only to make 


_ In this. 
_ to it, though.some of Mr. Harrisson’s criticisms 


| every personal effort possible in discharge of any 


specific responsibilities they may have them- 
selves, but to interest themselves and their 
local authorities in all aspects of this work 
and help in whatever way they can. 

Mr. Harrisson stresses ** pre-educational ’’ 
work, andsthere are many ways in which the 
local authorities and all their officers can assist 
There are, of course, definite limitations 


would lead one to believe that he does not 
realise this fact. The utmost that could be 
done, the largest variety of means conceivable, 
would not suffice to provide some citizens with 
pre-knowledge of the arrangements made on 
their behalf and the assistance available to them 
in the event of a raid. There are some who 
will not learn, will not notice, and will not 
** bother.’’ 

The Government may inform every house- 
hold, as it has done, that people can ‘‘ get 
ready cash help from the Assistance Board,’’ 
yet, according to Mr. Harrisson’s own testi- 
mony, many of them will remain in ignorance 
of both the Assistance Board, and the help it 
can give. To bring some elementary knowledge 
of this kind to people such as these—were 
that possible at all—would demand not a few 
months of war-time ‘* information,’’ but a 
much stronger and more prolonged policy 
of education in citizenship than we have yet 
had anywhere. 


Telling the Citizen 


NEVERTHELESS, no local authority should 

fail to see that the elementary poster and 
press work is being carried out; and no 
local authority should have failed to dissemin- 
ate a compendium of information on post-raid 
services, if not to every citizen, then at least to 
wardens and police, through whom, apart from 
any other means, it can be disseminated to the 
public, particularty after a raid. 

In this connection, Mr. Harrisson appears 
to have been singularly unfortunate in his 
experiences, since we know that many authori- 
ties Aave published admirable documents 
setting out, simply and clearly, all the services 
available to the victtm of air attack. One 
such, prepared by the development officer at 
Wolverhampton nearly six months ago, and 
distributed by wardens to every house in the 
town, is a model of its kind, giving the informa- 
tion in a form and in language which every 
citizen should be able to understand, the whole 
set out in a booklet designed to fit imside an 
identity card-so that it can be carried always. 
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Little less admirable in a similar pamphlet 
published by Whitefield urban district, and 
there are doubtless many more which we have 
not seen. Had the Ministry of Information 
provided focal authorities with a model pam- 
phlet of this kind and arranged for its publica- 
tion in standard form, so far as differing local 


and quality of such ‘‘pre-educational’” work: 
would have been improved; but it is mis- 


leading to suggest that local authorities have 
done little or nothing to tell the citizen of the 
help and services available to him. 

And, though not al! officers may be ear- 
marked for information. duty after a raid, a/l/ 
should be supplied with full details of all the 
post-raid services, and asked to familiarise 
themselves With them. The local government 
officer, 10 whatever department he is, 1s 
usually much resorted to by his neighbours 
for information § and advice : 
member of the staff can play his part as a 
skilled informant both before and shee a raid 
by dint of a little 
the authority and himself. 


may be of a kind which, though important, 


could wait for a'week or so after a heavy attack | 
it! A Two-way Policy 


| A POINT with which Mr. 
large pool of workers which is required for | 


—and may have to do so—and he could, 
thus prepared, be available to strengthen the 


specific duties in information. 


The Information Centre 


THE main responsibility of the local 

authorities is the provision of the main 
Information Centre. If there is a Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau in the town, arrangements 
should be made for it to transter its staff and 


| needed ; 


SS en 


————— 


consider, with all respect to Mr. 
circumstances allowed, no doubt the extent 


the arrangements should be left to a voluntary | 
committee, such as the _ local 
committee. 
authority must be in executive control, and as 
the town clerk 


but the responsibility for no part of | qualified to judge of that. 


information © 
Moreover, an officer of the local | 


They do, however, 
indicate a high level of public dissatisfaction 
with Government policy, which the Govern- 
ment should have taken stronger action to 


_meet—either by mere active publicity for its 


is now recognised by the_ 


Government as the officer normally responsible | 


for co-ordination of. post-raid services, 


Harrisson, 
that the town clerk is the person to take 
executive control. 

Town clerks may not always have a flair 
for publicity work, but few of them can be 


| altogether inept and inexperienced in dealing 


This need not and 
the town clerk should 


with public and press. 
cannot mean that 


we | 


policy or by reversal of it. 
The figures suggest—and common observa- 
tion tends to confirm it—that in most areas 


the brick surface shelter is the least liked of all. 


he plans the arrangements and selects the | 


executive assistant to take charge of this. work. 
flow from the present lack of real direction 


services with the _ post-raid 


Yet many local authorities are proceeding 
vigorously with the construction, or recon- 
struction, of this type, even in districts where 
the shelters seem unlikely ever to be used. 
Here, surely, is a case for fuller inquiry into 
local needs and wishes before action, based on 


_a rigid Whitehall pattern, is taken, or, alter- 
handle the detail, though it should mean that | 


natively, for active local propaganda to increase 
confidence in the type of shelter erected. The 


| present system merely tends to arouse criticism 
This course will not only cure the evils which | 


—often. unjustified—of the local authority, and 


thus to damage morale. 


in many aspects of this work, but link the | 


and every | information 


executive services in a way which secures the | 


services to supplement those of the information | 


centre. Index cards of queries, 
made thereon, with space for notes of matters 
which could not be dealt with right away, 
should be prepared in advance. 

The ideal arrangement is:to develop the 
information centre into an administrative 
centre at which most ordinary requirements 
can be dealt with on the spot by representa- 
tives of the authority responsible. This in- 
volves contacts and pre-arrangement with the 
other authorities. 
common administrative centres is not, we know, 
aS easy as It may sound. It may not always be 
possible to deal with some requirements with- 


out reference to records which it may be 
difficult to transfer from the authority's 
normal seat of operations. In some areas, 
suitable premises for a full administrative 


centre of this kind are easily found : 
others (at this stage) not. 
chamber itself often presents a solutfon ; 
the council, for once in its history, can ‘forgo 
its sanctified place of assembly for a week or 
two after a heavy raid. 

Sub-centres are desirable, if only for the 
dissemination of the more generalised and 
elementary information. If the public assist- 
ance authority has risen to its responsibilities, 
the staff of its centres for the homeless should 
deal with many queries of this kind and relieve 
the main centre. 

Difficulties in securing premises in advance 
should not, though they exist, prevent outlying 
service of some kind. Mobile parties can go 
out to suitable points and operate from vacated 
shops or houses, from tents, or from cars. 

The main thing is to have-the trained per- 
sonnel ready—and the training should extend 
to some practice with the loudspeakers which 
will be sent in from the Regional Office of the 
Ministry of Information. 


notices—clearly and simply phrased, as Mr. 


Harrisson emphasises—prepared in ‘skeleton 
beforehand wherever possible. 


Who Is To Do The Job? 


FOR all aspects of the information service 
we say that the local authority should be 
responsible. Voluntary personnel will be 


references | : 
a single example, well illustrates the point. 


Emergency printing | 
arrangements should be settled in advance and_ Government unwise in favouring surface rather 


than underground shelters, against only 15 per 
cent who thought the official policy a wise one. 


The establishment of these | 


hie ' | necessary knowledge and contacts for both. 
preparation on the part of _If Mr. Harrisson does not agree, perhaps he 
His official duties | would tell us in what better way this necessary 


link can be forged. 


Harrisson does not 
deal is the need’ for information to work 
i1 both directions. Local authorities—and the 


have been taken so far to find out what the 
public thinks about the services, whether they 
are meeting a real need, and whether they could 
be made more acceptable. 

Public criticism of air raid shelters, to take 


Local authorities, on Government advice, have 
made extensive shelter provision of various 
types—domestic, . trench, street surface, 
strengthened basement, and so on. But 
before giving that advice did the Government, 
or before carrying it out did _ the 
authorities, make any attempt to discover 
what type of shelter the public preferred, or 
(more important) what type it was likely to 


use ? Investigations carried out by the British 


Re ‘the “* | dissatisfied. Of those dissatisfied, one-third had 


and | 20 .Shelters at all, one-third complained: that 


Institute of Public Opinion in January, 1941, 
after four months of heavy raiding, suggests 
that no such attempt was made or that, if it 
were, little attention was paid to the results. 
Of the people questioned, taken from various 
parts of the country, 35 per cent were satisfied 
with the shelter available, and 43 per-cent were 


their shelters were not strong enough, and 
One-third based their criticism on the fact that 
the shelters were cold, wet, or insanitary. 
Closer analysis of the answers given gave 
the following main grounds of complaint : 
ANDERSON.—23 per cent complained .of cold 


and wet, and 12 per cent wanted something 
stronger. 


Brick SuURFACE.—26 per cent complained of 


cold or wet, and 19 per cent wanted some- 
thing stronger. 


STRENGTHENED ROOM or BASEMENT.—15 per 


cent wanted something stronger, and 9 per. 


cent complained that nothing better was 

available. 3 

A parallel inquiry, conducted in October, 
1940, showed that 65 per cent (and higher 
percentages in South Wales and south-east 
London, both of which areas had by then 
experienced heavy raiding) considered the 


Propaganda Needed 


THESE figures, of course, provide no 

evidence of the value or otherwise of the 
various types of shelter, since the persons 
questioned were, for: the most part; - not 


Rebuilding Britain 


ig is interesting to note how far the Expert 
Committee on Compensation and Better- 
ment, whose interim report was published last 
month, has gone in the direction of the radica! 
proposals submitted to it by NAL GO and 
published in. the July mumber of. LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 
Two of the Association’s. main proposals— 


| the setting up of a National Planning Authority 


_to direct and control all future planning, and 
_ Government—should not only tell the public | 


| what they are doing and planning : they should 
also take more positive steps than appear to | 


i 


the stabilisation of the value of real property 
needed for development or redevelopment at 
the value at March 31, 1939—are put forward 
by the Expert Committee. 
be expected, in view of the pre-war politica 
associations of such a policy, that the com- 
mittee would go so far as NALGO, and 
recommend nationalisation of all land; it 


does, however, suggest that in a later report - 


it may favour ‘the alternative scheme, men- 
tioned with approval in the NALGO 
memorandum, for the compulsory acquisition 
by the State of redevelopment rights of all 


_undeveloped land. 
local | 


It is regrettable, in view of the importance 
of the committee’s proposals, that the Govern- 
ment should not have done more than it has 
done to implement them. It has refused to 
appoint the national planning = authority 
advocated by the committee, by N ALGO, 
and by many other influential bodies and 
groups. Instead, it has created what Lord 
Reith described as an *‘*embryo ’’"—a ** Council 
of Ministers’? composed of Lord Reith 
himself as chairman, the Minister of Health, 
and the Secretary for Scotland. 


Not a Job for “Embryos ”’ 
A DMIRABLE as this trio. may be, we car- 
not regard it.as approaching the powerful 
directive and controlling force visualised either, 
by the expert committee or by ourseives. Two 
at least of the Ministers concerned are— or 
ought to be—very fully occupied with day-to- 
day wartime problems; nor do we imagine 
that Lord Reith, with the whole of the imme- 
diate repair and reconstruction of war damage 
on his hands, is unoccupied. How can they 
be expected to give to the problem of post-war 


reconstruction—a problem the solution of 


which may determine the face of Britain for a 
century—the whole-time attention and_ far- 
ranging thought it demands ? 

They cannot do it—and the result, of course, 
will be that the actual work will fall on less 
fully occupied civil servants. What is wanted 
is a much more representative group of men 
and women—including’ some representatives 
of local government—experienced in all 
aspects of the problem and able to devote their 
whole energy and thought to its solution on 
bold imaginative lines. It is to be hoped that 


the Government will speedily change its mind — 


and substitute for the ‘‘embryo,’’ not a child, 
but a full-grown responsible adult. The 
building of the . new Britain is no ioe lor 
‘embryos *’ 


It was hardly to © 


Can CIVIL DEFENCE be “NATIONALISED”? ” 


GINCE last we reviewed the organisation of 
civil defence in this column in January, 
the fire service has been ‘‘ nationalised,’’ and 
Parliament has debated the organisation of 
other civil defence services: The change in 
the fire service was initiated by the Govern- 
ment; but, in the debate referred to, the 
Government, through Mr. Morrison, showed 
that it contemplated no similar measure for 
other services at present, and, in fact, resisted 
all the suggestions for radical change which 
were then put forward and which had pre- 
viously been ventilated in a series of articles, 
leaders, and letters in *‘ The Times,’’ 

It is difficult to assess the merits of the fire 
brigade measure, or its implications for war- 
time loca! government, for, as yet, no one 
knows fully what will result from it. The 
measure itself is short, establishing Govern- 
ment control over the whole range of the 
service, but in no wise setting out the re- 
organisation, and leaving most things to be 
settled by ministerial action and regulation. 


*“ Bold ’’—or Not So Bold ? 


No one will dispute the need for full national 
control ; and if the Act means that the local 
authority will deliver up the service, with its 
administration, property, and personnel to the 
Ministry, and if this step was necessary to 
secure uniformity of command over wide 
areas, uniformity of standards and equipment, 
and other objects which have evidently been 
in the Government’s mind, then these conse- 
quences also can be cheerfully accepted. What 
is not clear is -why the Government’s aim 
could not have been achieved by a develop- 
ment of the present regional system, operated, 
as it already was, under Home Office direction, 
and by strengthening, if that were necessary, 
the central departments’ existing powers. 

Perhaps, however, the measure will not 
result in nationalisation in the full sense 
referred to. The treasurer may yet find it is 
still his duty to keep the complicated and 
extensive fire accounts, and to pay the per- 
sonnel; the engineer find himself still 
.responsible for the constructional and repair 
needs of the service ; and the town clerk find 
that extensive legal work on properties and 
eontracts still falls-to his’ lot. Six months 
hence, they and their staffs may be. saying, 
as they have often said before after such 


** bold ’’ measures (e.g. the highway change 
of 1929): ** Pius ga change plus c’est la méme 
chose.’’ They may, indeed, find more work 


to do, not less—especially in filling up forms. 


A Separate Ministry ? 
The chief suggestion put forward in the 


debate was the creation of a separate Ministry 


of Civil Defence. Civil defence is so manifold, 
and so linked to ** normal ’’ services, that we 
can readily agree with Mr. Morrison’s objec- 
tion that it would be impracticable to detach 
pieces from all the departments dealing with 
civil defence to form a separate department. 
As has since been pointed out in** The Fimes,’’ 
however, the proposal need not mean. this. 
The existing departments, such as the Ministry 
of Health, the Board of Education, and the 
_ Ministry of Food, could still act as executive 
agents for such a new Ministry. What is 
needed, it may be argued, is the unifying view, 
the complete conspectus of the field, which a 
separate Ministry could take. 

Moreover, there is also the consideration 
that a field which includes the vast miscellany 
of work which: falls to the Home Office (the 
** residuary legatee ’’-as it- has been called of | 
Government functions), as well as ‘* security, ** 
and civil defence, is too vast for one- Minister 


or Ministry.. The tasks of other. Ministries | 


may be larger in the mass. ; but none handles | 
so varied or a. * nor.is there.any : 
other office of the Crewn-in. rwhich a Minister 


must pay more attention to what is *‘ detail *’ 
than must the Home Secretary. 

To local government officers, the most 
interesting parts of the debate on the ministerial 
and departmental aspects of civil defence, were 
those dealing with the functions and powers 
of the regional commissioners. Short 
invasion, the position of the commissioners in 
regard to powers appears to be this : that over 
local authorities they have, or can be given, 
more drastic powers than they have found it 
necessary to exercise; and that over the 


regional representatives of the ministries they . 


have few powers, if any. 


Let the Officers Speak ! 


The commissioners have been often thought 
of as dictators, but turn out to be constitu- 
tional monarchs whose main duty it is ‘** to 
encourage, to counsel, and to warn.’’ Even 
so, their office is of the highest importance. 
They can readily enough find means, apart 
from legal ones, of bringing a recalcitrant 
local authority to book; and we feel sure 
that they are in a position to ensure responsible 
attention to any glaring departmental defects 
of lack of co-ordination. They have recently 
been at pains to make the friendliest contacts 
with the local authorities and their officers : 
and are unquestionably establishing themselves 
in the confidence of both. 

We were particularly glad, then, to notice 
in the debate that a suggestion made in this 
column six months ago was now supported by 
the Corporation of Birmingham. This was 
that the commissioners and the regional 
departmental representatives should establish 
around themselves a consultative body of local 
authority representatives. The local authorities 
must not be left to be mere executants of 
Government policy on civil defence; they 
must be brought into the formulation of it. 
This must in civil defence be achieved through 
the regional machinery through which so 
much of it is now administered, and where the 
easiest means of contact exist. 


Mr. Morrison appeared to resist the sug- 
gestion on the ground that responsibility for 
policy can only be ministerial and central. 
This may be granted ; but are there not some 
virtues in a ** sounding board ’’ ? 


Penalties of Ignorance 


We also repeat the suggestion we made six 
months ago, that there should be a consulta- 
tive panel of local government officers in each 
region for advice on the administrative aspects. 
The commissioners have few, if any, around 
them who know the local government machine 
which they have to adapt to war-time tasks ; 
and some of the worst of departmental errors 
have been caused by ignorance of the local 
government machine. Ordinarily, only one 
department—the Ministry of Health—has 
knowledge of it, and though that Ministry 
controls local government so extensively, none 
of its officers ever acquires field experience. 
The newer Ministries cannot be expected to 
find war-time staff with the requisite know- 
ledge. ' The case for a consultative panel seems 
irresistible. | 

Any suggestion that the local authorities 
should be superseded was implicit rather than 
explicit in the speeches of those who initiated 
the debate in the House. Sir William 
Beveridge, in ‘‘ The Times ’’ of June 26, did, 
however, plainly propose this course, while 
at the same time acknowledging that it would 
be necessary ‘* to use to the full the staff and 
}equipment ‘of the local authorites.’’ This 
“suggesti 
issue of ‘‘ The Times,’’ and, before the debate 
took place, by Mr. Kenneth Lindsay ;- and he, 


too, appeared to contemplate an arrangement | 
authoriti 


ander which. the . local. ies’. © 
would come urder the direct orders of the 


on had also been made-in an earher: 


of . 


Ministry, and some of them, moreover, be 
chosen by the Ministry not ‘only to deal with 
their own areas, but with others. 

It was Suggested in the debate that local 
authorities’ responsibility had led to -con- 
siderable delays in matters requiring urgent 
action, but which had been dealt with through 
ordinary channels of procedure. In one 
respect, this suggestion recognized some 
difficulties by which local authorities’ action, 
and particularly that of their officers, are beset. 
Two years before the outbreak of war, we 
pointed out in this column that the part the 
local government officer was called upon to 
play in air raid precautions was involving him 
in the difficult position of having to serve two 
masters, the local authority and the Govern- 
ment, or, perhaps, in view of the departmental 
aspects of central government, half a dozen. 
These difficulties have not diminished. They 
have already evoked some criticism of the 
Government’s policy in acknowledging the 
local authorities to be responsible and not 
their officers, while at the same time virtually 
calling upon the officers to carry out depart- 
mental directions. Directions are certainly 
often conveyed in terms and circumstances 
which call for immediate action by officers. 
Since the Government has taken power to 
give such directions under the Defence Regula- 
tions, we feel that it is only fair to officers that 
directions of this kind should be expressed as 
such. We do not wish to be understood, 
however, as suggesting that the local authorities 
should ordinarily be ‘‘ side-stepped ”’ 
this way. 


mm 
ae 


The: Real Cure 


The Government can, no doubt, reply that 
all local authorities have been advised to 
adapt their organisation to speedy action, and 
to give their officers large executive powers. 
Unfortunately, however, not all councils have 
followed the Government’s lead in this respect. 
Emergency committees were commonly estab- 
lished at the outbreak of war, but we think 
we are right when we say that most authorities 
have now reverted to something more like 
normal procedure. 

We have before expressed the view that 
even the emergency committee was not a 
wholly adequate way of meeting the needs 
of the situation. Standing local government 
legislation has not been modified, and pro- 
cedure is largely determined by it. The real 
cure for many difficulties would have been to 
make war-time adaptations in local government 
legislation which would really have enabled the 
local authorities to speed up their machine. 
This, however, was a matter which called for a 
careful and detailed consideration at a much 
earlier stage than the present. 


An Impracticable Scheme 


On the main issue, we think that Sir William 
Beveridge ’s proposals are impracticable. The 
requisite body of skill and experience in civil 
defence matters has been built up in the ranks 
of local government officers, and it is axiomatic, 
therefore, that they must be used. What is 
forgotten, however, is that they cannot wholly 
be used for civil defence services, for the 
simple reason that they are engaged in main- 
taining other vital national services which 
are not civil defence functions in the ordinary 
sense. Chief officers must act as controllers, 
food executive officers, billeting officers, salvage 
officers, etc., and have the responsibility of 
co-ordinating post-raid arrangements ; but 
they must, at the same time, carry out all the 
duties they ordinarily discharge in the main- 
tenance of services such as water supply, 


sewerage, education, etc., together with the 


public. utility services which are so extensively 
-in the hands of local authorites.. Those who 


(Continued at foot of next pase} 


7% APPEAL COURT GOES AGAINST NALGO 


Arbitration 


Barred 


in Bolton War 


Service Pay Dispute 


NALGO has lost, in the Court of Appeal, its dispute with Bolton Corporation, on 
the question whether the National Arbitration Tribunal is competent to decide 


whether or not Bolton should be required to make up to civil level the pay of 
members of its staff serving in the Forces. 
known on the day this issue went to press. 


The result of the appeal was made 
While we publish below a summary 


of the judgment, comment on the implications of the decision must be held over. 


readers of LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE 
will recall, the case arose out of the 


AS 


; 


| 


refusal of Bolton Corporation to make up. 


war service pay, despite the recommendation 


of the Lancashire and Cheshire provincial 


Whitley council, of which it 1s a member. 
NALGO reported a dispute with the cor- 
poration, and the Minister of Labour referred 
the dispute to the National Arbitration 
Tribunal. 


Justice Atkinson, in March. 
| was reported in LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE | 


When the case came. before the tribunal, | 


| 


however, Mr. Sydney Turner, K.C., on behalf | 


of the corporation, announced that Bolton 
proposed to challenge its jurisdiction. by 
applying to the High Court for an order to 
prohibit the tribunal from adjudicating upon 
the dispute. This application came _ before 
the Divisional Court, consisting ef the Lord 
Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Tucker, and Mr. 
The court—as 


in April—rejected Bolton’s application by a 


Can Civil Defence be “ Nationalised ” ? 


(Continued from preceding page) 


suggest the divorce of chief officers from their 
ordinary functions—which is what is _ neces- 
sarily implied—lose sight of the vital national 
services the local authorities maintain as their 
normal functions—with which, moreover, the 
civil defence services are allied and on which, 
in fact, they must largely rely for their effective 
operation. 

Moreover, it is in the last resort the local 
official who is left to be judge of priorities. 
His own authority, and several Government 
departments, are making calls upon him with 
varying views of respective urgencies, but in 
the last resort he is left to say what shall be 


put first, though it is unlikely that his view | 


will satisfy all who are making calls upon him. 
To place local officers under the direct control 
of the ministries might give the departments 
of state an opportunity of giving directions on 
priorities which they have hitherto not been 
able to settle among themselves ; but it might 
also have the effect of relegating to the back- 
ground services aS important to maintain as 
some of the civil defence services 
narrower sense of the term. On the whole, 
whatever imperfections the present arrange- 
ments may have, they make it-possible for a 
local view to be formed of degrees of urgency 
among sO many competing demands, and there 
is much to be said for the argument that 
the local view, fortified as it is by local know- 
ledge, is likely to be the best, in relation to the 
needs of a given area. 

On July 9, ‘‘ The Times ’’ returned to the 
subject with an article from a correspondent 
who approached it from a rather different 
angle. The solution, according to this con- 
tributor, was that responsibility for post-raid 
services should rest only upon the county 
borough and the county, as ‘* the larger 
authorities.’ This is already the arrangement 
for the operational side of air raid precautions 
under the Act of 1937. Those officers in 
county areas who experienced the difficulties 
and delays caused by the Act of 1937 will, 
we imagine, view this suggestion with much 
misgiving. Suggestions of this kind appear 
in the light of a false simplicity because so 
few outside the ranks of local government 
officers realise how impossible it is to classify 
authorities and even county boroughs as 
either large or small, and how varied are the 
conditions in different parts of the country. 
The county council may rightly be described 
as ** the major authority’’ in some parts 
of England, and misdescribed as such in others. 
The key to the position was given in a recent 
issue Of this journal, where it was pointed out 
that the populations of ‘sixty-two county 


in the | an 
_ gains added force. 


conditions, 


councils ranged from 18,000 to 4,000,000, and 
that, on the other hand, there were non-county 
boroughs with populations ranging from 900 
to 167,000 and urban districts with populations 
between 760 and 184,000. With what justifica- 
tion the urban district of 184,000 can be des- 
cribed as ‘* the minor authority *’ and the 
county council of 18,000 as ‘°° the major 
authority *’ is not apparent. 

Nor can any: rational division be founded 
on functions. The range of services possessed 
by some non-county boroughs and urban 
districts constitutes them much larger and 
more varied organisms than many county 
councils. In any event, neither population 
nor functions may, in present circumstances, 


_ bea safe indication of the appropriate authority 


to undertake some specific civil defence func- 
tion. Indeed, the whole difficulty is that a 
standardized arrangement’ is not a sound 
organisational. plan for almost anything in 
English local government as it is at present 
constituted. In these circumstances, our plea 
for collaboration between the Government 
and the local authorities and their officers 
It would allow the alloca- 
tion of responsibilities to be settled in 
each region on the basis of the actual 
and with the advice of local 
government officers who know the types, sizes, 
characteristics, and resources of the authorities 
in them. 

While we are arguing about these problems 
of responsibility, however, one problem grows. 
nearer and larger, and may bid fair to outstrip 
them all. No day passes without the local 
authorities and their officers being called upon 
to do something more; yet at the same time, 
the Government’s new schedule of reserved 
occupations will remove many of their ablest 
key men by the time winter sets in, unless its 
operation is drastically modified. The local 
authorities are gravely concerned at the 
position which faces them, and we can only 
hope that the further representations which 
we understand they are making will be con- 
sidered by the Government with more know- 
ledge of the facts than would appear to have 
been given to them so far. 


Unless the present organisation of civil 
defence has completely failed in its objects—a 
view which we consider to be far removed 
from the facts—drastic change in it at this 
stage may retard rather than expedite the 
improvement of post-raid services; and we 
think that fuller and more organic means than 
have -yet been devised for the joint considera- 
tion and action of all parties concerned could 
go far in bringing these services to yet bettér 
standards, ~ | 


] 


— 


— 


majority of two to one, Mr. Justice Atkinsen 
dissenting. 

Bolton appealed against this decision, and 
the application came before the Court of 
Appeal, consisting of Lord Justice MacKinnon, 
Lord Justice du Parcg and Mr. Justice Bennett 
last month. 

Giving judgment, on July 23, Lord Justice 
MacKinnon said ‘that, despite the extreme 
generality of the definitions of ** trade dispute ”*’ 
and ** workman,’’ imported into the conditions 
of Employment and National Arbitration 
Order from the Industrial Courts Act, 1919, 
the dispute in this case was not, in his opinion, 
a °** trade dispute *’ and that the applicants 
were not ** workmen ’’ within the meaning 
of those definitions, and the Nationa! Arbitra- 
tion Tribunal was, therefore, precluded from 
adjudicating upon it. Further, the award 


_which was sought from the Nationa! Arbitra- 


tion Tribunal was one to compel the corpora- 
tion to agree in advance that every officer 
who, at a future date, should be called up 
should ipso facto enjoy the advantage which 
the corporation were empowered to give him 
under the Local 
Service) Act, 1939. The effect of that would 
be to deprive the corporation of its right 
to exercise its discretion in individual cases. 
During the last war certain local authorities 
resolved to make up the pay Of their em- 
ployees on war service. They had no statutory 
power so to deal with the ratepayers’ money, 
and their resolutions were ultra vires. It was, 
therefore, necessary to pass the Local Govern- 
ment (Emergency Provisions) Act, 1916, which 
legalized, in one case, the previous ultra vires 
action of a local authority. It was argued in 
the present case that, if Bolton Corporation 
passed a resolution that it would confer on all 


its officers the benefits which it was empowered © 


to give by section 1 of the Act of 1939, that 
would be valid and intra vires. But if the 
corporation, if it thought fit, could pass such 
a resolution, he failed to understand how it 
could be said to make it legal to order it to 
do so when it did not think fit.. The whole 
point involved was that the corporation was 
empowered to do, or not te do, a certain thing 
as it thought fit. 

There was no Order in Council in existence 
which expressly or impliedly cancelled the dis- 
cretionary power of the corporation under 


the Act of 1939. and directed .that it must | 


exercise those powers whether it liked it or not. 


Parliament had gen to local authorities 
the duty of deciding whether they should 
spend the ratepayers’ money in a certain’ 
manner. By the Act of 1939 he thought that 
those representatives, and they alone, were 
clothed with the power so to decide. The 
order of any other authority, or of any tribunal, 
which purported to deprive them of that 
power was, in his judgment, illegal. 

Parliament might, of course, have ordered 
the local authority to spend money in that 
way without any option or discretion on their 
part, though conceivably the ratepayers might 
have thought it was hardly fair to order their 
money to be so spent unless all other employers 
were ordered to bear a like burden. But 
Parliament had not so ordered, and in no Act 
or Order in Council could there be discovered 
any provision which nullified the discretion 
given to the corporation in that matter ordering 
it to do it whether it approved or not. That 
being so, he thought that the order of any 
tribunal compelling the corporation so to act 
would be without any legal foundation. 


In the result he thought that the appeal: . 
against | 
N ALG O in both the Divisional Court and' 


should be allowed, with costs, 


the Court of Appeal, and that the order for 
prohibition should be made. * 
- Lord Justice du Pareq and Mr. 
Bennett agreed. — : | 
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Justice , 


sy TOM HARRISSON 


** Information is the lifeline of the civil defence services—yet it is much the most neglected and least often prepared of them all,’’ 
says TOM HARRISSON, in this provocative and constructive article. -As the founder and controller of ** Mass Observation,’ 


he probably knows more than any man of the human side of air raid problems. 


His views and suggestions, therefore, must be 


of outstanding interest and value to every local government officer. 


a [ NFORMATION is indivisible,’’® to parody 
the famous phrase of Molotov. 

The whole experience of human beings 
determines their behaviour and their attitude 
to the future. Only a part of this experience 
is personal. Much of it—and in the past 
century an increasing proportion—comes 
from reading or hearing about other people’s 
experiences. And most of their private and 
personal experiences are affected by what they 
believe to be the attitudes of others. Civilised 
life consists very largely of codes of conduct 
and effort derived from instructions received, 
information obtained. 

_ Information, therefore, is the essential cur- 
rency of modern life, the blood-stream of our 
huge urban and industrial aggregations of 
people, so complex and anonymous that the 
individual can no longer know more than a 
minute fraction of what is going on or of other 
individuals. The bigger the community and 
the more concentrated the population, the 


larger part is information {in this sense of the | 


word) likely to play. 


Information is not the prerogative of any’ 


one Ministry or medium. It is the sum total 
of other people’s experiences impacting upon 
every individual and colouring his attitude to 
everything that has happened and is happen- 
ing. Therefore, the information that gets 
through to the people, and the way it is organ- 
ised, is of crucial importance in determining, 
for instance, their appreciatson of the war, 
of what to do‘after a heavy raid, of the right 
thing and the wrong thing to do in any new 
or unprecedented situation. 


The Role of Information 


It is necessary first of all to stress these 
rather simple points, because there has been 


more confused thinking about information ' 


than about most other things in this war. 
The continued trouble over the Ministry | 
of Information is only one symptom of this | 
lack of a clearly defined approach. I would 
say that—contrary to general belief—a main 
mistake that the M.O.1. made from the start. 
was in not making its scope and .aim wide 
enough, 
abroad or at home, that it is concerned with | 
the whole process of the human mind. 

ideally, it ee be able, on behalf of other 


It has .seldom appreciated, either | 


Minister, to produce any reasonable change in 
thought pattern and behaviour pattern which 
might be required for the circumstances and 
necessities Of war. It should especially prepare 
thought patterns in advance of emergency. 
In fact, it has limited ttseif to the narrow 
view of information as ** news °’ 
propaganda campaigns. It has failed to 
recognise the sociological platitude that ideas 
determine behaviour (though the reverse may 
also apply, that does not affect this point). 
People’s ideas of what the post-war world will 
be like determine their industrial effort right 
here and now. A poster stressing the urgency 
of the Battle of the Atlantic is an insignificant 
gesture in the Welsh shipyards when eight 
workers believe they will be on the scrap-heap 


economically optimistic. 


Widespread Neglect 


pologist sent to various parts of the world to 
study primitive people, and who for the past 
four years has, through Mass-Observation, 
been studying the minds of the British, | 
want to show, with evidence, how all this 
works out in practice in 1941 Britain. 

It seems to me, after writing 47 reports for 
various official and unofficial bodies, on a 
whole series of blitz situations, and another 
thirty odd reports on the functioning of specific 
information or propaganda services, that to- 
day, on the Home Front, and especially in the 


| blitztown pattern of civil defence, infermation 


is much the most neglected and least often 
of the essential services. 
hope to show that it is really, in some ways, 
the most essential service of all, the lifeline 
for ali the other services, the one service that 
concerns everybody, whether living in the 
blitztown or outside it, whether injured by a 
bomb or unhurt, fire-watcher or funk-holer. 
The negiect-of information has been a striking 


feature of most of the recent and vigorous 
Sir William | 
| Regional organisation of the Ministry, and 


discussions of Civil Defence. 
Beveridge, in his thoughtful ‘* Times ° 
article, dealt with every other service, but : 


ignored information. In opening the civil 


| defence debate in the House on June i], | 
Kenneth Lindsay insisted on the need for | 


system. The 
and specific | 


p | tion services. 
again after the war for every one who is_| 


— —— 


I shall! of blitz situations. 


| Government departments or of the Prime! co-ordination of the Ministries of Home 
| Security, Health, Education, and Food, but 


never mentioned information—and the debate 
followed much the same lines. Similarly, the 
recent Ministry of Information debate practi- 
cally ignored the Home Front blitzinformation 
important article in LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT Service (December, 1940) on 


the lessons of Coventry had special sections 


on every post-blitz service except information. 
And a well-thought-out article by Mrs. Ayrton 
Gould in the ‘** Daily Herald ’’ on July 12 
follows the same pattern. Examples could be 
multiplied. 

Yet, working with a unit of skilled blitz 
investigators, we have almost invariably found 
that the worst breakdown was in the informa- 
Only in one case, Sheffield, 
could they be called anywhere near adequate 
to the situation. 

And there is relatively little sign of improve- 
ment after nine months of experience. In 


As one who for some years was an anthro- | Plymouth, after the April blitzes, the situation 


was much the same asever. And in Greenock, 
after its May blitz, it was so bad that the 
loudspeaker van announcers could not get 
enough accurate information to disseminate 
about the elementary social services of the 
area, and it is widely said throughout the area 
that buses arriving to evacuate people went 
back empty because of the muddle. 


Results of the Failure 


Perhaps the best way to illustrate what 
happens, at the mass level, when information 
is inadequate, can be obtained by quoting 
from a few of our own investigation reports 
First, then, part of a 
report on the September, 1940, East End 
situation : 

** The local Information Committee has not 
functioned at all... This is said to be due 
to the fact that no money was forthcoming 
from the Ministry to provide the local informa- 
tion Committee with an adequate staff... . 

‘* As a result, practically none of the 
bulletins of information issued by the London 


displayed on boards in other boroughs, were 
ever displayed on boards in the East End 
during this period. © 

* The local Information Committees play 


7% APPEAL COURT GOES AGAINST NALGO 


Awhitwesadion 


Barred 


Bolton War 


Service Pay Dispute 


NALGO has lost, in the Court of Appeal, its dispute with Bolton Corporation, on 
ihe question whether the National Arbitration Tribunal is competent to decide 


whether or not Bolton should be required to make up to civil level the pay of 
members of its staff serving in the Forces. 
known on the day this tssue went to press. 


The result of the appeal was made 
While we publish below a summary 


of the judgment, comment on the implications of the decision must be held over. 


A» readers of LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE 

will recall, the case arose out of the 
refusal of Bolton Corporation to make up 
War service pay, despite the recommendation 
of the Lancashire and Cheshire provincial 
Whitley council, of which it is a member. 
NALGO reported a dispute with the cor- 
poration, and the Minister of Labour referred 
the dispute to the National Arbitration 
Tribunal. 


When the case came before the tribunal. 


(Continued from preceding page) 


suggest the divorce of chief officers from their | 


ordinary functions—which is what Is neces- 
sarily implied—lose sight of the vital national 
services the local authorities maintain as their 
normal functions—with which, moreover, the 
civil defence services are allied and on which, 
m fact, they must largely rely tor their effective 
operation. 


Moreover. it is in the last resort the local | 


official who is left to be judge of priorities. 


His own authority, and several Government | 


departments, are making calls upon him with 
varying Views Of respective urgencies, but in 
the Jast resort he is left to say what shall be 
rut first, though it is unlikely that his view 
will satisfy all who are making calls upon him. 
To place local officers under the direct control 
of the ministries might give the departments 
of state an opportunity of giving directions on 
priorities Which they have hitherto not been 
able to settle among themselves : but it might 
also have the effect of relegating to the back- 
vyround services aS important to maintain as 
some of the civil defence services in the 
narrower sense of the term. On the whole, 
whatever imperfections the present arrange- 
ments may have, they make it-possible for a 
local view to be formed of degrees of urgency 
among sO Many competing demands, and there 
is much to be said for the argument that 
the local view, fortified as it is by local know- 
ledve, is likely to be the best, in relation to the 
needs of a given area. 

On July 9, ** The Times *’ 
subject with an article from a correspondent 
who approached it from a rather different 
angle. 
tributor, was that responsibility for. post-raid 
services should rest only upon the county 
borough and the county, as ** the’ larger 
authorities.’ This is already the arrangement 
for the operational side of air raid precautions 
under the Act of 1937. Those officers in 
county areas who experienced the difficulties 
and delays caused by the Act of 1937 will, 
we imagine, view this suggestion with much 
misgiving. Suggestions of this kind appear 
in the light of a false simplicity because so 


tion. 


conditions. 


The solution, according to this con- | 


however, Mr. Sydney Turner, K.C., on behalf 
of the corporation, announced that 


proposed to challenge its jurisdiction by 


applying to the High Court for an order to ; WS a oe ee 
of those definitions, and the Nationa! Arbitra- 


prohibit the tribunal from adjudicating upon 
the dispute. This application came 
the Divisional Court, consisting ef the Lord 
Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Tucker, and Mr. 
Justice Atkinson, in March. The court—as 
was reported in LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE 
in April—rejected Bolton’s application by a 


cribed as ‘** the minor authority ~’ 
county council of 18,000 as 
authority °° is not apparent. 
Nor can any rational division be founded 
on functions. The range of services possessed 
by some non-county boroughs and urban 
districts constitutes them much larger and 
more varied organisms than many county 
councils. In any event, 
nor functions may, in present circumstances, 


** the major 


>a Safe indicat ‘the appropriate ¢ | ay gaeenionaeaet o eee 
be a safe indication of the appropriate authority | corporation, if it thought fit, could pass such 


to undertake some specific civil defence func- 
Indeed, the whole difficulty is that a 
standardized arrangement’ 1s not a sound 
organisational plan for almost anything in 


English local government as it is at present empowered to do, or not to do, a certain thing 
In these circumstances, our plea | 


constituted. 
for collaboration between 
and the local authorities 
gains added force. 
tion of 
each 


the Government 
and their officers 
It would allow the alloca- 
responsibilities to be 
region on the basis of the 
and with the advice of 


actual 
local 


the application | 
Appeal, consisting of Lord Justice MacKinnon. 


Bolton | 


before | 


majority of two to one, Mr. Justice Atkinson 
dissenting. 

Bolton appealed against this decision, and 
came before the Court ofl 


Lord Justice du Parcg and Mr. Justice Bennett 
last month. 

Giving judgment, on July 23, Lord Justice 
MacKinnon said that, despite the extreme 
generality of the definitions of °° trade dispute 7°" 
and ** workman,’’ imported into the conditions 
of Employment and National Arbitration 
Order from the Industrial Courts Aci, 1919, 
the dispute in this case was not, in his opinion, 
a °* trade dispute ~’ and that the applicants 
were not ** workmen ’’ within the meaning 


tion Tribunal was, therefore, precluded trom 
adjudicating upon it. Further, the award 
which was sought from the Nationa! Arbitra- 
tion Tribunal was one to compe! the corpora- 
tion to agree in advance that every officer 
who, at a future date, should be called up 
should ipso facto enjoy the advantage which 


‘. om “y | f : 4 - XN: ti : li * I ce 6p the corporation were empowered te give him 
C'sam Civil Defenee be “Rationalised © 2 unde 

. : : , | service) Act, 1939. 
' councils ranged from 18,000 to 4,000,000, and | 
that, on the other hand, there were non-county | {9 exercise its discretion in individual cases. 
boroughs with populations ranging from 900 | 
to 167,000 and urban districts with populations | 
between 760 and 184,000. With what justifica- 
tion the urban district of 184,000 can be des- 
and the 


under the Local Government Staffs (War 
The effect of that would 


be to deprive the corporation of its right 


During the last war certain local authorities 
resolved to make up the pay of their em- 
ployees On war service. They had no statutory 
power so to deal with the ratepavers’ money, 
and their resolutions were ultra vires. It was, 


therefore, necessary to pass the Local Govern- 


ment (Emergency Provisions) Act, 1916, which 
legalized, in one case, the previous ultra vires 
action of a local authority. It was argued in 
the present case that, if Bolton Corporation 
passed a resolution that it would confer on all 


ther ear | its officers the benefits which it was empowered 
Hemner POpuUralon | to give by section 1 of the Act of 1939, that 


would be valid and intra vires. But if the 


'a resolution, he failed to understand how it 


government officers who know the types, sizes, | 


characteristics, and resources of the authorities 
in them. 


the duty of deciding whether they should 
spend the ratepayers’ money in a certain: 
manner. By the Act of 1939 he thought that 


While we are arguing about these problems | 


nearer and larger, and may bid fair to outstrip 


| of responsibility, however, one problem grows. | 
returned to the | 
them all. 


clothed with the power so to decide. 
No day passes without the local 


authorities and their officers being called upon | 
to do something more; yet at the same time, | 
the Government’s new schedule of reserved | 


Occupations will remove many of their ablest 
key men by the time winter sets in, unless its 
Operation is drastically modified. The local 
authorities are gravely concerned at the 
position which faces them, and we can only 


hope that the further representations which 


few outside the ranks of local government | 
officers realise how impossible it is to classify | 


authorities and even county 
either large or small, and how varied are the 
conditions in different parts of the country. 
The county council may rightly be described 
as *“* the major authority’? in some parts 
of England, and misdescribed as such in others. 
The key to the position was given in a recent 
issue Of this journal, where it was pointed out 
that the populations of sixty-two county 


boroughs as_ 


we understand they are making will be con- 
sidered by the Government with more know- 
ledge of the facts than would appear to have 
been given to them so far. 


Unless the present organisation. of civil 


defence has completely failed in its objects—a | 


view which we consider to be far removed 
from the facts—drastic change in it at this 


stage may retard rather than expedite the 


improvement of post-raid services; and We 
think that fuller and more organic means than 
have -vet been devised for the joint considera- 
tion and action of all parties concerned could 
go far in bringing these services to yet better 
standards, 


could be said to make it legal to order it to 
do so when it did not think fit. The whole 
point involved was that the corporation was 


as it thought ft. 
There was no Order in Councii in existence 
which expressly or impliedly cancelled the dis- 


ated te | cretionary power of the corporation under 


| the 


Act ot 1939 and directed .that it must 
exercise those powers whether it liked it or not. 
Parliament had gwen to local authorities 


those representatives, and they alone, were 
The 
order of any other authority, or of any tribunal, 
which purported to deprive them of that 
power was, in his judgment, illegal. 

Parliament might, of course, have ordered 
the local authority to spend money in that 
way without any option or discretion on their 
part, though conceivably the ratepayers might 
have thought it was hardly fair to order their 
money to be so spent unless all other employers 
were ordered to bear a like burden. But 
Parliament had not so ordered, and in no Act 
or Order in Council could there be discovered 
any provision which nullified the discretion 
given to the corporation in that matter ordering 
it to do it whether it approved or not. That 
being so, he thought that the order of any 
tribunal compelling the corporation so to act 
would be without any legal foundation. 

In the result he thought that the appeal 
Should be allowed, with costs, against 


N ALGO in both the Divisional Court and 
the Court of Appeal, and that the order for: 


prohibition should be made. * 


Lord Justice du Parcq and Mr. Justice, 


Bennett agreed. 
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BLITZINFORMATION ~~ @ & 


~=—e —The Lifeline of Civil Defence 


ON 


‘* Information is the lifeline of the civil defence services—yet it is much the most neglected and least often prepared of them all,” 


savs TOM HARRISSON, in this provocative and constructive article. 
he probably knows more than any man of the human side of air raid problems. 


As the founder and controller of ** Mass Observation,’ 
His views and suggestions, therefore, must be 


of outstanding interest and value to every local government officer. 


[NFORMATION is indivisible, °* to parody 
the famous phrase of Molotov. 

The whole experience of human_ beings 
determines their behaviour and their attitude 
to the future. 
is personal. 
century an 


Much of it—and in the past 
increasing proportion—comes 


| 


| 
| 


Only a part of this experience | 


from reading or hearing about other people's | 


experiences. And most of their private and 
personal experiences are affected by what they 
believe to be the attitudes of others.. Civilised 
life consists very largely of codes of conduct 
and effort derived from instructions received, 
information obtained. 

Information, therefore, is the essential cur- 
rency of modern life, the blood-stream of our 
huge urban and industrial aggregations of 
people, so complex and anonymous that the 
individual can no longer know more than a 
minute fraction of what is going on or of other 
individuals. The bigger the community and 
the more concentrated the population, the 
larger part is information (in this sense of the 
word) likely to play. 


Information is not the prerogative of any 


one Ministry or medium. It is the sum total 
of other people’s experiences impacting upon 
every individual and colouring his attitude to 
everything that has happened and is happen- 
ing. Therefore, the information that gets 
through to the people, and the way it is organ- 
ised, is of crucial importance in determining, 
for instance, their appreciation of the war, 


of what to do after a heavy raid, of the right | 


thing and the wrong thing to do in any new 
or unprecedented situation. 


The Role of Information 


It is necessary first of all to stress these 


rather simple points, because there has been 


more confused thinking about information | 


than about most other things in this war. 
The continued trouble over the Ministry 
of Information is only one symptom of this 
lack of a clearly defined approach. I would 
say that—contrary to general belief—a main 
mistake that the M.O.I. made from the start 
was in not making its scope and aim wide 
enough. it has seldom appreciated, either 
abroad or at home, that it is concerned with 
the whole process of the human mind. 

Ideally, it should be able, on behalf of other 


Government departments or of the Prime! co-ordination of 


Minister, to produce any reasonable change in 
thought pattern and behaviour pattern which 
might be required for the circumstances and 
necessities of war. 
thought patterns in advance of emergency. 
In fact, it has limited itself to the narrow 
view of information as °° news °’ and specific 
propaganda campaigns. It has failed to 
recognise the sociological platitude that ideas 
determine behaviour (though the reverse may 
also apply, that does not affect this point). 


_ People’s ideas of what the post-war world will 


be like determine their industrial effort right 
here and now. 
of the Battle of the Atlantic is an insignificant 
gesture in 


' again after the war for every one who 1s 


economically optimistic. 


Widespread Neglect 


As one who for some years was an anthro- 
pologist sent to various parts of the world to 
study primitive people, and who for the past 
four years has, through Mass-Observation, 
been studying the minds of the British, | 
want to show, with evidence, how all this 
works out in practice in 1941 Britain. 

It seems to me, after writing 47 reports for 
various Official and unofficial bodies, on a 
whole series of blitz situations, and another 
thirty odd reports on the functioning of specific 
information or propaganda services, that to- 
day, on the Home Front, and especially in the 
blitztown pattern of civil defence, infermation 
is much the most neglected and least often 
prepared of the essential services. I shall 


It should especially prepare | 


A poster stressing the urgency | 


the Welsh shipyards when eight | 
' workers believe they will be on the scrap-heap 


' was much the same as ever. 


the Ministries of Home 
Security, Health, Education, and Food, but 
never mentioned Information—and the debate 
followed much the same lines. Similarly, the 
recent Ministry of Information debate practi- 
cally ignored the Home Front blitzinformation 
system. The important article in LOCAt 
GOVERNMENT SERVICE (December, 1940) on 
the lessons of Coventry had special sections 
on every post-blitz service except information. 
And a well-thought-out article by Mrs. Ayrton 
Gould in the °° Daily Herald ’’ on July 12 
follows the same pattern. Examples could be 
multiplied. 

Yet, working with a unit of skilled blitz 
investigators, we have almost invariably found 
that the worst breakdown was in the informa- 
tion services. Only in one case, Sheffield, 
could they be called anywhere near adequate 
to the situation. 7 

And there is relatively little sign of improve- 
ment after nine months of experience. In 
Plymouth, after the April blitzes, the situation 
And in Greenock, 
after its May blitz, it was so bad that the 
loudspeaker van announcers could not get 
enough accurate information to disseminate 
about the elementary social services of the 
area, and it is widely said throughout the area 
that buses arriving to evacuate people went 
back empty because of the muddle. 


Results of the Failure 
Perhaps the best way to illustrate what 
happens, at the mass level, when information 


is inadequate, can be obtained by quoting 
from a few of our own investigation reports 


' 


hope to show that it is really, in some ways, | 


the most essential service of all, the lifeline 


for all the other services, the one service that | 


concerns everybody, 


whether living in the 


blitztown or outside it, whether injured by a 


bomb or unhurt, fire-watcher or funk-holer. 
The neglect-of information has been a striking 
feature of most of the recent and vigorous 
discussions of Civil Defence. Sir William 
Beveridge, in his thoughtful ‘* Times °’ 
article, dealt with every other service, but 
ignored information. In opening the civil 
defence debate in the House on June I1, 


Kenneth Lindsay insisted on the need for | 


of blitz situations. 


First, 
report on the September, 
situation : 

** The local Information Committee has not 
functioned at all. .. This ts said to be due 
to the fact that no money was forthcoming 


then, part of a 
1940, East End 


from the Ministry to provide the local informa- 


tion Committee with an adequate staff... . 

‘** As a result, practically none of the 
bulletins of information issued by the London 
Regional organisation of the Ministry, and 
displayed on boards in other boroughs, were 
ever displayed on boards in the East End 
during this period. 

‘* The local Information Committees play 


Hurt, shocked, dirty, after a shattering experience, she doesn’t know where to go or what to do 
ee 


a very small part in ordinary people’s lives. 
They are seldom mentioned tn conversation. 
Few are conscious of their existence at all... . 
The test bulletins were up so long that not many 
people bothered to look for fresh bulletins. 
_ ** The bulletins giving information about 
what homeless people should do had no effect. 
Few of the bulletin sites put them up; most 
of the sites have been empty for some weeks. 
Investigator was able to find only one person 
who had read one of the bulietins right through, 
and he was better educated than most East- 
enders, and was not homeless. 

‘* When investigators drew people’s atten- 
tion to the Ministry bulletins, most admitted 
they had not read them, and could not be 
bothered to do so. Only one person read one 
all through. Investigators’ impressions and 
Suggestions were: 

“The language is far too complex, both in 
words and in idiom. Such words as 

* incapacitated,’ * temporary accommoda- 

tion’ and * household effects * have no 

meaning to the average East-ender, and the 
entire phrasing of some sentences is meaning- 
less to them. 

*‘ If the whole population of the East End is to be 
reached, there must be a Yiddish version. 
“Most of the bulletin sites are in main roads. 

A few are on private houses. But none 

has been advertised. Hardly anybody 

knows where his or her nearest site is. 

Certainly, nobody seems to make a habit 

of locking at the nearest site regularly to see 

if there is any new announcement. The 
system clearly needs more publicity if it ts 
to succeed.’”’ 

The following comes from a report on a 
Southern town severely blitzed iz December : 


“Many of the key official 
cluding the Civic Centre, were severely 
damaged. In most cases, no alternative 
addresses or information were given—e.g. 
the Army Recruiting Office was gutted and 
deserted ; the Pensions Department empty 
and deserted : The Municipal Health Clinic 
had a scrawled notice: 
DANGEROUS. 

“Over and over again we found homeless, old, 
pregnant, ill, and anxious-to-evacuate people 
who did not know where to get the relevant 
forms or information.- The comment of one 
woman is not typical, but not far from it: 

** Everywhere you go, they tell you you 
can’t go there.’”’ 

‘* The difficulty of finding out about things was 
increased when the military took over much 
of the town; they, and many of the police 
drafted in, knew nothing about local con- 
ditions. There is a need for definite in- 
formation officers as an essential part of 
A.R.P. 

“A minor point was the amount of time and 
energy wasted in walking about, and over 
and over again coming to some road with 
a time bomb or some obstruction, having to 
turn back down a street and try another 
way. Much extra, though trivial, friction 
was caused by this, which could have 
altogether been avoided by notices saying 
NO THOROUGHFARE. .« 

‘** While it is understood that there were loud- 
speaker vans in the area, two investigators 
never heard a loudspeaker at all, while 
spending the whole time walking about the 
town. As at present used, this method 
would not seem to be effective. Its effective- 
ness is further limited by road obstructions. ’’ 


buildings, in- 


NO ENTRY— 


| 


And when the blitz falls, two months later, 
cn another Southern town, we get closely the 
same picture from the investigation report : 

‘Information was a major inadequacy. No 
loudspeaker vans were observed in circulation, 


though immediately after the raid some were 
'in use,,and were generally considered to have 


been 


———— 


having certain staff on sick leave. 
_had the whole regional staff of the Ministry 


| the town. 
' Advice Bureau, but ts all part of the basic 


| 


useful. Police drafted in from other 
areas knew nothing about local food offices, 
rest centres, or even the location of police 
headquarters. One investigator spent three 
hours trying to locate a communal feeding 
centre, of whose existence within the immediate 
area he had been assured by a senior officiai ; 


eventually he gave up the quest in despair. 
Even 


after a week there was chaos in the 
distribution of information about transport 
and destinations. There was also much 
confusion about diversions and walking routes 
through damaged areas. Numerous. dis- 
cussions with air-raid wardens and other 
responsible persons did not indicate that there 
Was any system of passing round information 
through this channel, while there was no sign 
of Ministry of Information bulletins or of 
directional notices. The local afternoon paper 
was able to continue publication, but did not 


_run any sort of notice-board of local directions. 


Services There—But Unknown 


** The Ministry of Information promptly... 
established an office at the emergency civic 
headquarters, although it was unfortunate in 
But even 


come over, it is doubtful if they could have 
coped adequately with the scarcity of informa- 
tion in the area. There seems to have been 
a noticeable lack of local voluntary informa- 
tional activity. The Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
was there, but few people knew where it was, 


| and a large number, though they had queries 


to make, did not know there was a bureau in 
This is not the fault of the Citizens’ 


situation, the absence of a careful and coherent 
preparation of all the citizens for a possible 
blitz. In ordinary times, many have no 
occasion to wish to go to or know about 
the C.A.B. When the blitz comes, they 
therefore do not avail themselves of the social 
service which should be known to all and used 
by a great many more than do use it. No- 
where in the town did we see any notice or 
pointer or other information directing us to an 
advice bureau. 


‘* The informational type of difficulty was 
accentuated by the fact that the destruction of 
the Civic Centre dispersed key authorities. 
The town clerk’s office, and associated contacts 
of the Regional Commissioner, Regional 
Information Officer, etc. was in an hotel far 
from the town centre; police headquarters 
were 'n an ex-college some distance away ; the 
P.A.C. was far away in another building, and 
the medical offices in a fourth and separate 
locality. This was probably unavoidable, 
in so far as no peripheral organisation had 
apparently been planned in detail except by 
the police, who in many respects were con- 
spicuous for their efficiency, courtesy, tolerance, 
and intelligence, under trying circumstances. ’’ 

And finally, from yet another blitzed town 
a month later: 

** The big breakdown in an _ otherwise 
efficient organisation was the distribution 
of information. The Civic Centre had net 
been destroyed and was able to cope reason- 
ably satisfactorily with the many problems 
involved in a blitzed town, but in coping with 
these it seems to have forgotten to let people 
know what it was doing. A large number 
of police had been drafted in from outside, 
and they knew little of the town geography. 
Local police and wardens were not much 
better informed. Even at the Civic Centre, 
it was impossible to find out much of the 
necessary information, such as where the rest 
centres were. Repeated references have 


already been made in this report to people 
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who did not know of water carts and other 
services which had been provided. 

** There were two M.O.I. vans seen, but these 
were outside the Civic Centre when seen, 
not patrolling the streets. Only three in- 
formation notices were seen, all telling where 
to go for war damage compensation, and two 


of them within 50 yards of the offices con- | 


cerned. Apart from the effect on morale 


of such lack of information, 
that the value of the comparatively efficient 
Organisation of services must have been 
considerably reduced by the fact that many 
people did not know 


specialised for common understanding, or 
that it is up to the individual to learn for: 
himself ; ena one could make the same 
argument about modern war, or the Blenheim 
bomber, without using that as an excuse 
for omitting to train ail ranks. 

But this problem becomes extremely relevant 
after a blitz, when the accepted social structure, 


which has b2en taken for granted, is shaken 


it seems certain | 


: night. 


' 
} 
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where to find these | | 
facilities, or even that they existed. Several¢ the more people can be got to use the available 


times the investigator was thanked for telling | 


people he was conversant with what they | 
should do about their ration cards.’ 


They Don’t Know Where to Ask 


I do not think that anyone who has studied 
a long series of post-blitz situations objectively 
and without bias could doubt that the lubri- 


cating oil of the social services is lacking ; or 
phenomenon of post-blitz. 


that a major 
mentality is uncertainty, and that a great 
many people concerned do net know the right 
thing to do. Not only is there a shortage of 
information about what to do and where 
to do it. People don’t know where to get 
the available information from, and the ways 
of bringing it to them {discussed below) are 
inadequate. 
on above, which has had a long series of raids, 
and which has an efficient Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau (though, as usual, only one for the 
whole city), we have made a detailed study 
over the past three months of the four hundred 
people living in four typical streets. Forty- 
six per cent say that they have had some 
particular post-blitz difficulty. But only 7 per 
cent had on any occasion consulted the Citi- 
zens’ Advice Bureau. Less than a quarter 
had ever heard of the Citizens’ Advice Bureau. 
Of those (23 per cent) who Aad heard of it, 
many: were extremely vague (or quite wrong) 
about its location : 
** Yes, I believe there is one. 
know where it is.”” 
** You go to the Pearl Assurance Build- 
ings to find out all that.’’ 
** | knew you had to go to the council.’’ 
‘* Yes, I believe there is one. I don’t 
know where it is.’ 

Many people also confused the Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau with the Public Assistance 
Committee or the Assistance Board, and even 
resident policemen gave conflicting locations 
and directions. 


I don’t 


Civic Ignorance 


It is always difficult for the better educated 
or more intelligent section of the community, 
taking a close interest in current and local 
affairs, and having at least some _ under- 
standing of the structure of. government, to 
realise that a large section of the population 
(roughly the three-quarters who left school 
before they were fifteen) know so little about 
these things. Usually, only a minority of 
citizens know the name of tneir councillor or the 
mayor, or the local M.P. Only a _ small 
fraction of British people know the name 
of the Minister for Air or the Minister of 
Health. There is an oceanic ignorance about 
the function of different Government depart- 
ments, or the working of a local authority. 


Personally, I think it is a pity that this is so, | 
responsibility 


and 1 think that it should be the 


of national and local leaders to interpret the 


growing complexity of the social structure 
and the social welfare services to the rapidly 
expanding electorate. Democracy cual | 
means something more than giving a 
a vote; it t to mean 

education, letting everyone know what he is. 
voting about. That is my personal opinion. 
It could perfectly well be argued that the 
problems of Government have become too 


; 
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citizen 


: little more leadership. 


up—and even temporarily shattered—in one 
Then, many ordinary citizens can 
easily get lost in the ramifications of the 
services that exist to serve them, and which 
they now need more than ever before. 


services properly in this crisis, the less likely 
are they to behave anti-socially (e.g. panic 


of normal life has been overwhelmingly upset. 
Those who most need the social services 


most frightened. 

To restate my thesis at this stage. I am 
Suggesting that social 
seriously handicapped by the lack of mental 
preparation, advance information, pre- 
education of the — citizens. 
has repeatedly shown that, after a blitz, large 
numbers of people fail to avail themselves of 
existing facilities simply because they do not 


_know about them, or do not understand their 
In one of the towns reported | 


availability. Even in the case of a_ basic 
institution like the Assistance Board, this is 
so. It is impossible to get the necessary 


information sufficiently circulated after a blitz. 
feeding, 


Information, like and indeed like 


** Courageous, 


And | 


| 
| 
| 
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jevery other part of the welfare situation, can 
only properly be tackled in advance. Yet 
the proper functioning of every other service 
depends upon it. You may have the most 
perfect rest centres in the world. They don’t 
help morale and recovery much if you don’t 
get everybody who needs them or wants them 
to pass through them. 

The Assistance Board, of all the post-blitz 
organisations, is, in my limited experience, the 
most imaginative, and efficient—adjectives 
which are synonymous in a blitz situation. [| 
had an interesting experience with the Assist- 
ance Board in one blitz-town where | spent 
some time with its staff, including a senior 


| evacuations), and the Jess likely are they to | official from London who had been sent down 
feel depressed or to feel that the whole pattern | to supervise and improvise. 


The work of the 
Board in this town is the best I have seen 


-anywhere, a fine constructive contribution to 
after a blitz are the stupidest people and the 


It is precisely these whe are 
| least likely to know where te go or what to do. 


morale and recovery. But I soon noticed that, 
in relation to the total damage, only a pro- 


portion of those needing the Board’s services 


welfare services are. 


Observation | 


ie solid, and aaiaiaiilinn are these blitzed citizens of Britain. 


were availing themselves of it. I asked the 
principal officials whether they were satisfied 
that everybody who needed their services 
knew that they were available. They thought 
so, but clearly had not considered this side 
of the problem. Working enthusiastically in 
their own medium, they had thought that this 
kind of work was widely appreciated. 

1 therefore went round with the principal 
official, and we looked a little further into 
this matter. The Assistance Board had only 
put up a small notice in rest centres to tell 
people where its offices were ; but only a small 
proportion of those in need passed through 


But those 


virtues come from within themselves and could. be much added to, rendered more dynamic, by a 


information is the essence of leadership... 
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‘‘ Less than a quarter had ever heard 
See 


ees so 
of the 


the rest centres. Even so 
conversation with rest centre officials that a 


and it turned out that he had been sending 
people to the wrong address. (In my view, 
every person passing into a rest centre should 
automatically be asked if he has availed him- 
self of Assistance Board help and, if not, 
should be urged at once to do so). Similarly, 
inquiry from the person in charge .of the 
information bureau produced the opinion 
that at least a quarter of those coming -for 


information had not heard of the Assistance | shop, and the rooms you live in above it, 


Board, and that some were amazed at the 
possibility of getting ready cash help through 
It. 

An inguiry among people taken at random 
in the street was then made. It showed that 
many were unaware of what the Assistance 
Board could do to help. Undoubtedly, at 
least a considerable proportion of people who 
should be passing through the Assistance 
Board and who need its aid, are unaware of it, 
or do not realise that it is a perfectly straight- 
forward organisation, which it is every citizen’s 
right to use, without any stigma of charity. 
I believe that this little follow-up opened the 
eyes of the highly intelligent officials con- 


cerned to a situation they had never even! 3 yo "have to try to get tinned food and 


suspected. 


Left to Their Own Devices 


In consequence of their own ignorance, and 
the lack of appreciation of this ignorance 
from their leaders, blitzed people are only too 
often left to their own devices. At a time 
when they most urgently need to feel con- 
fidence in their town, their country, and their 
civilisation, they are left either to drift or to 
use their own blitzed initiative. Courageous, 
calm, solid, and uncomplaining, are these 
blitzed. citizens of Britain. But those virtues 
come from within themselves, and could be 
much added to, rendered more dynamic, by 
a littke more leadership. Information is the 
essence of leadership. Propaganda is the 
message of leadership. 


The supreme prestige and power of Winston 
Churchill depends upon his regard for honest 
speaking, his hatred of complacency, his 
instinct for putting the facts clearly and 
going beyond the facts into an imaginative 
interpretation which puts the whole situation, 
the familiar situation, in a new and brilliant 
light. Nothing of the sort happens in the 
blitztowns, where local leaders are necessarily 
pre-occupied with major administrative pro- 
blems, and where the civilian has no special 
function, nor. special interest. Over and 
over again, we have recorded in our studies 
the same situation as that described after the 
first great provincial blitz, Coventry, where 


it emerged from | 


Citizens’ Advice Bureau. Of those, few knew where 
Many were unaware of what the Assistance Board could do to help. . .”” 
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we emphasised and italicised in our report 


(November 18) thus: 
good many of those using the centres were | 
not aware of the Assistance Board’s existence, | 
while at only one of the centres had the official | 
in charge directed people specifically to it, | 
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| 1. You have to eat. 


civilian. 
what they 


the 
idea 


** There was 
Ordinary people 
should do. 


BUT IF THEY DID KNOW WHAT TO 
DO, WHAT THEN ? In the Plymouth 
situation, the M.o.I. got out a leaflet which, 
inadequately distributed though it was, gave 
the basic instructions about the social services. 
Take a fair case: a sailor’s wife in Plymouth. 
Your husband is at sea. You are keeping a 
small shop, the trade of which is dwindling 
under new Government regulations. You have 
two children of school age and a baby. The 


no role for 
had no 


receive a direct hit. One of the children is 
killed, another injured. You are, naturally, 
shaken. You are living in a badly hit working- 
class area. You find yourself homeless, 
moneyless, without a thing except your spirit, 
your morale, your common sense and your two 
legs. When the dawn comes and the loud- 
speaker van hands _you a leaflet, what do you 
have to do? 


You have to get new 
ration books. You go to St. Bartholomew’s 
Hall, Milehouse. 

In the meanwhile, you have to find a 
communal feeding centre for the children. 
You go to the girls’ high school. 


iN 


other stuff in your ruined shop salvaged. 
You should go to the city treasurer’s office, 
whose last address, given in the M.o.lI. 
leaflet, is the Guildhall, but that got bombed 
on the previous night. 
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12. Having lost the family 


13. Then to get new gasmasks. 


-actually bombed out. 
— Billeting Officer, Lipson Road (no addresses 


You are also supposed to report. the 
presence of some contaminated food. Here 
you would contact the medical officer of 
health, Beaumont House, Beaumont Road. 


. You are already beginning to be faced 


with the problem of your surviving children 
as you trek around. You have to find a rest 
centre, and those in your area are destroyed. 
You find another and leave them there for 
the time being. 

But one child is dead. You. have to locate 
the body. Then you have to inquire about 
the death certificate at the information 
bureau in the Technical College. 


. Since you cannot afford a private burial, 


vou must apply to the war deaths depart- 
ment in the information bureau. 

Now vou are faced with the problem of 
extra clothing, especially for the children. 
The address is 18, Addison Road, Sherwe'}. 


. You are advised to put in a claim for 


compensation for clothing, furniture, etc. 
So off to Mutley Baptist Church, the 
Assistance Board. 


10. They are-able to give you a cash advance, 


but that is necessarily limited. They advise 
you to apply for extra help from the mayor’s 
relief fund, situated in Morley Chambers, 
Morley Street. 


11. As it is hopeless to get any alternative 


accommodation locally, you desire to apply 
for free travel vouchers for the homeless. 
The address is °° Seven Trees,’’ Lipson Road. 
Or a child evacuation form can be obtained 
from the education offices, Cobourg Street. 
identity cards, 
you apply for new ones to 13, Thorn Park, 
Mannamead. 

Off you go 
to the Corporation Surplus Stores, Mull 
Street. 


14. Of course, you have lost your ‘ Navy book,’ 


and to get another you go off to the Penny- 
comequick Sorting Office in Central Park 
Avenue. 


15. Having got all these Piymouth matters in 


hand, the problem of your billet in the 
country arises—a terrible problem for the 
good citizen who has stayed put until 
Here the Chief 


given on M.o.I. 


involved. 


leaflet) appears to be 


16. Finally, being a good citizen, you decide 


to avail yourself of the advised post-blitz 
measure of typhoid inoculation. The good 
citizen goes to the Prince of Wales Hospital, 
Green-bank. 


BUT WHAT A GOOD CITIZEN THIS 


| WOULD HAVE TO BE! 
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They read the casualty lists—but, apart from them, the bulletin boards give little information .. . 
‘For several days after the raids even the Civic Centre notice board devoted itself to advice 
about blackout behaviour and Defence of the Realm regulations . , .” 


= A 


.4 


A A NA LO OEE TEI 


.4 


*‘Over and over again we found homeless, old, ill, and anxious-to-evacuate poopie who “did 
not know where to get the relevant forms or information eo. 


This Plymouth picture may be extreme, but 
it is by no means unique. For instance, in 
Coventry after its third blitzing the directions 
board outside the Town. Hall still gave a 
dozen different welfare addresses. Only in 
one or two towns (e.g. East Ham) has any 
attempt at centralization been made; So far 
as I know, there has as yet been no hut or 
marquee system in the town centre bringing 
all the social services together after a blitz. 
In consequence, the citizen who gets the 
necessary information may walk miles (trans- 
port is nearly always dislocated) to go through 
the necessary formalities, greatly adding to the 
tension and friction at a time when he— 
or more probably she, since it is the women 
upon whom the burden mainly falls—needs 
attention and consideration. 

This continuingly complex arrangement of 
the welfare services greatly adds to the diffi- 
culties of giving out information, because the 
information itself is so complex. This difficulty 
is further emphasised by the inadequacy of 
wholetime personnel concerned with informa- 
tion. 


M.o.1. Staffs Too Small. 


The M.o.I. has a regional staff in each 
civil defence region, but it is very difficult 
indeed for the staff, small as it is, to tackle the 
major problems of each and any town, especially 
when heavy raids fall alternately or simul- 
taneously on two towns within the same 
region—Plymouth and Bristol, Manchester and 
Liverpool, Southampton and Portsmouth. 
The regional M.o.I. offices have done really 
excellent work in this war, and have shown a 
grip on local problems and an enthusiasm for 
their local jobs which enable them to make 
the maximum use of their personnel. But for 
the first year of the war they seriously lacked 
headquarters support or consistency, and it is 
only in the last few months that they have had 
the leadership they needed from Lendon. 


Even were the regional staffs to be quadrupled, 


it is doubtful whether they could compete 
with the information problems of blitz-towns, 
unless the staff was split up into sub-units 
in each main target area. (In my opinion, 
this would be a very desirable step. The 
present system of concentrating M.o.I. per- 
sonnel in one place is unsuitable for an 
information service.) 

In the absence of adequate paid personnel, 
the responsibility for information has fallen 


upon the local information committees. On 
the whole, I think, we have to admit that 
these committees have been a disappointment. 
They were appointed on the basis of a paper 
plan worked out before the war, with their 
exact function and status not clear. The 
constant permutations of the M.o.1., and its 
rapid decline in prestige, reduced the early 
enthusiasms of many committee members. 
Many committees went into decline. In many 
places the town clerk, already in charge of 
more things than any human being can 
reasonably be expected to manage, became 
responsible for the local information committee 
also. The only information committee I have 
personally attended featured a deplorable 
row between the town clerk and the librarian, 
mainly based on prestige jealousy ; this was 
immediately after a major blitz, with which 
the committee was supposed to be coping. 


Information Committees’ Failure. 


There have been cases, as in Sheffield, where 
the local information committee has done 
splendid work. But there have been many 
others where it has been impossible even to 
get a section of the committee together after 
a blitz. This is partly because the members 
are then engrossed in other problems, either 
official or personal, which come first—because, 
for reasons already indicated, 
nearly always seems to come last in_ the 
scale of civil defence priorities; partly be- 
cause telephone and other communications 
have broken down, and it is difficult to get 
any committees together; partly because— 
with all respect—there has been a tendency 
for some of the best people to drop off the 
committees because of all the M.o.I. diffi- 
culties, and for a proportion of those remaining 
to be ‘people ** with nothing better to do.’’ 
Moreover, the attitude of those M.P.s who 
have refused to allow any official meeting in 
their constituency without their consent, has 
proved a discouragement to some of the moie 
enterprising committees. 

The effect of the shortage of wholetime 
M.o.I. personnel in the regions, and of the 
amateur and somewhat erratic local informa- 
tion committee in most places, is apparent to 
any blitz student. From ‘the early days in 
Stepney, through Coventry, on to the latest 
raids of Plymouth, Greenock, etc., there has 
been a shortage of informational leadership, 
and frequently nothing has appeared at all for 


| you educate. 
| sufficiently aware even of the limited facilities 


information | 


several days to tell people what to do, or where 
to go for help. In these circumstances, the 
responsibility falls one stage further down the 
ladder of informational service, on to the 
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, operated largely 
voluntarily and locally, and on to the loud- 
speaker vans, usually the responsibility of the 
M.o.1. or the police. 

We have had many opportunities of observ- 
ing the work of Citizens’ Advice Bureaux. 
They perform wonders. There is an enthu- 
siasm and devotion among their staffs which 
is certainly not excelled, and often not attained, 
by other sections of social service. And | 
yield to no one in my admiration for the 
National Council of Social Service in.its multi- 
farious -beneficial activities. ~ But can _ this 
work be left on a semi-voluntary basis? It 
needs full authority, prestige and the weight of 
a Government department, much stronger 
financial backing, and considerable extension 
topographically. 


Too Few Bureaux 


In many blitz towns there is only one C.A.B. 
or information bureau—for maybe hundreds 
of thousands of inhabitants. No town would 
think of having one post office or one pub. 

And, as I have insisted, information is not 
something which you can just let people go 
and get for themselves. It is basic in our 
democratic system that you help them to get 
the information, that you fake it to them, that 
As it 1s, ordinary people are in- 


that at present exist through the C.A.B. system. 
1 have already shown that under a quarter of 
the people in a smallish southern town have 
heard of their excellent C.A.B. 

A study we made in Glasgow—which has 
taken some special steps to pre-educate for a 
blitz—showed that just a third had any clear 
idea of the existence of. the C.A.B., while 12 
per cent knew the location of any place from 
which they could get information. 

Perhaps the best way to put the C.A.B. 
position into focus is to quote once more from 
a report on a blitz town, in this case a town 
which had repeated heavy raids for nine 
months before this report was written : 


** As before, information was a major 


inadequacy. Indeed, it seems to have 
managed to have pecome worse, if anything. 
ff » A 


“* Many of the key official buildings, including. 
the Civic Centre, were severely damaged . 
no alternative addresses were given. . hod 


“ Only in one or two towns fe g. East Ham) b rg any attempt at conkvallastion. of idaeiaaiion and 
help services been made... 


Apparently, loudspeaker vans 


have done | 


some useful work in the area, but they were | 


largely concerned with acting as a substitute 


for the air-raid warning system, which broke | 


down. The general under-information con- 
tinues and a number of tests showed exten- 
sive confusion among police, wardens, and 
ordinary people as to the location of the 
C.A.B., or indeed of any other place where 
people are likely to want to go to deal with 
their post-blitz problems. There 
C.A.B. in a town which requires at least five. 
The local information committee is appar- 
ently stagnant, and an investigator was 
regaled with anecdotes from various mem- 
bers separately running down each other 
collectively. Even the single C.A.B. has 
only a small notice to that effect outside it 
badly written in hand on a_ board 
affected by rain. 

*‘ Those who do 
oasis Of help find an exceptionally efficient 
and helpful machine at their disposal. 
Great trouble is taken to deal with every 
inquiry, 
handled through this bureau in an intelligent 
and thorough manner. But the officers 
experience the greatest difficulty in getting 
the information themselves.”” 


Loudspeaker Van Failures 


The other important way of distributing 
information has been by /oudspeaker van. The 
Manchester offices of the M.o.I. have long had 
a particularly good scheme which enables 
them to call upon many radio retailers for 
equipment in emergency. In several regions, 
however, the latest raids have revealed that 
van arrangements are still inadequate (see 
extracts from reports quoted above)... There 
have also been cases, some recent, where the 
local authority has obstructed the use of vans, 
or (more often) where there has been no 
adequate provision for supplying the vans with 
information’ and with the rapid changes of 
information which inevitably arise in a changing 
situation. 

But the main difficulty about the loudspeaker 
vans is their trying effect on peop: who are 
tired or at all on edge. After several nights of 


- 


the whole subject of information is | much as this: 


is Only one | 


information, 


. | up instantly. 
manage to reach this | 


raids, any energetic use of loudspeaker vans 
sets up a resistance to hearing the information. 


| The most successful use of vans has come from 


their discreet operation in co-operation with 
teams of social workers or other persons who 


| answer queries at the van, give out instructional 
leaflets and generally help in every possible | 


way. (Plymouth, Liverpool). 


Inadequate Posters 


Apart from the above channels of local 
erratic use has been made of 
posters and bulletins. Relatively few towns 
have used special posters. Some of these have 
been excellent (e.g. in Plymouth), others not. 
Too :often, someone in the local authority 
without any experience of poster propaganda 


a : _has drafted and extensively distributed a poster 
Cc 


which any professional poster man would tear 
Here, for instance, is a poster 
which was pointed out to_me with justifiable 
pride as an intelligent step to pre-educate the 


citizens of Glasgow as to the whereabouts of 
' their rest centres—few towns have done as 


Intimation is made that, in the event of 
Persons being RENDERED HOMELESS 
as a result of ENEMY ACTION, REST 
CENTRES have been provided in each 
Ward of the City. Two or more points 
have been selected in each ward— A ’ 
CENTRE TO BE UTILISED FIRST ON 
EVERY OCCASION. ‘ B”’ CENTRE 
TO BE UTILISED ONLY IN. THE 
EVENT OF ‘A?’ NOT BEING FIT 
FOR USE (In red—the rest in black) 

The appropriate REST CENTRE for 
the 13th ere WARD is: 

4 A » 

‘ B 5 ee. 

Intimation will be made by POLICE or 
AIR RAID WARDENS, as to the 
CENTRE to which persons’ should 
proceed in the event of any incident in 
the Ward. FOOD AND SHELTER will 
be provided at these CENTRES. It its 
desired to emphasise, however, that the 
shelter provided at these points is only of 
a temporary nature, and that it is advisable 


that all persons should, if possible, 
arrange for alternative accommodation for 
themselves, with friends or relatives, to 
whom they can proceed after it has been 
ascertained that the damage to their own 
home is of such a nature as to preclude 
their immediate return thereto. 
William King. 

Town Clerk & A. R. P. Controller. 
City Chambers, 
Glasgow, December, 1940. 

The language and layout are amateur, the 
message is complicated. The distribution was 
also inadequate, and a check study made some 
weeks later showed, that there was still a third 
of Glasgow’s citizens who not only had no 
idea where a rest centre was, but sometimes had 
no-idea whatarest centre was. Alocal** Carry 
On’’ poster in Southampton, after its November 
blitz, was dramatically phrased, and suitable 
for use within the town: but it was also 
distributed over a wide area of the countryside, 
and there it had the effect of amplifying 
rumours and producing an 
‘Southampton in despair.”’ 

Incidentally, a striking feature in South- 
ampton was the lack of any notices or direc- 
tions, and for several days after the raids even 
the Civic Centre notice-board still devoted itself 
to advice about blackout behaviour and Defence 
of the Realm regulations. 

Similarly, some local authorities have 
produced blitz bulletins, others have not. On 
the whole, they have not been well conceived, 
and in some cases the local authority has 
refused the co-operation of the local M.o.I. in 
preparing them. For information and propa- 
ganda are still regarded, in this country, as 
things that anyone can do. 


The Missing Contact 


I have confined myself here to the considera- 
tions of local information, through emergency 
channels. The national press and _ radio 
cannot deal with local problems, and most 
radio sets are put out of action in a blitz 
because most people now run them off the 
electric. current. Much of the information 
most needed ‘is not, of course, publishable 


anyway, since it would inform the enemy of 


the extent of the raid damage or the antidotes. 
Unfortunately, this factor greatly reduces the 
value of the local press, which couid solve so 
many of the problems of information if only 
security interests would permit. 

Nor have I discussed the irritating local 
effect of so many of the B.B.C. pangloss 
bulletins. Against this must be set~ the 
tendency, apparent wherever I have been, for 


‘: "Each warden’s post omnis ‘ane! a Helpful 
Warden, who would deal only with the worries 
and doubts of blitzed people... 
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area where the situation was getting beyond 
the control of the above agencies (as it might 
do after a continuous series of raids, as in 
Plymouth or Liverpool). This flying squad 
would bring in fresh personnel, and would be 
the informational and propaganda equivalent 
of the Queen’s Messengers. 


P | 11. It would be an enormous advantage if more 
= ' 


thought could be given to centralising the 
social welfare services temporarily after a 
blitz, e.g. in marquees at suitable points. 
This would greatly reduce the problem of 
information, and the friction on the citizen 
who needs help (cf. Hull for this). 

12. There should be one person in each target 
area responsible for the continuous study of 
inadequacies of information and associated 


eee 
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‘‘ Information should be recognised as a primary social service ’’—— 


every town to think it has been worse hit than | 


any other, and to exaggerate its own damage 
in a way which may also be unfavourable to 
local recovery. These, and other deficiencies 
on the information and propaganda side, are 
not, however, special problems or isolated 
phenomena. They are all part of the same 
pattern, the pattern of inadequate detailed 
mental contact between leaders and _ led, 


between Government service and the ordinary | 


citizen, between local authority and 
elector. In modern, total war, 
defence (indeed, the main offensive weapon ?), 
the ammunition of the citizen, is information, 
interest and enthusiasm about what is going 
on, and why, and whither. Failure to appre- 
ciate this fundamental fact in detail—though 
the Prime Minister appreciates it on the big 


local | 
the main | 


scale—is a weakness, whether in undermining | 


German morale or supporting our own. 

And by morale I don’t mean simply cheer- 
fulness and smiling in the street. Good 
morale means good work, hard enduring 
industrial . work, eager _ fire-watching, en- 
thusiastic A.R.P., a general readiness for 
sacrifice; a lack of jealousy in the local informa- 
tion committee. Our morale is excellent— 
probably better than any other in the world ! 
But it would be foolish, and disloyal, to ignore 
the great strain upon the morale of the less- 
educated section of the community which will 
come from another winter of intensified aerial 
bombardment, of the likelihood of which the 
Prime Minister has recently warned us. 
Information, and especially information pro- 
perly instilled in advance, is every bit as 
important as the air-raid shelter or the stirrup- 
pump, It keeps the mind steady. 


THE SOLUTION 
An Immediate Programme 


What could be done to implement these 
points—assuming that what I say is to some 
extent correct? I would suggest : 


;. Strengthened and expanded regional staffs of 


& the M.o.I. 

2. These staffs to include one permanent officer 
in each target town in charge of a sub-office, 
working with the local authority and the local 
information committee. 

3. Reconstitution of local information com- 
mittees as smaller bodies with improved 
prestige and clearly defined functions and 
autherity in case of emergency and with funds 
at their disposal. 

4. The C.A.B. to be moved more directly into 
the pattern of local or central administration, 
and financially strengthened. 

5. Development of the policy of concentrating 
one large information bureau into a parent 
bureau with subsidiary bureaux for elemen- 
tary information, e.g. in pre-selected corner 
shops, tobacco kiosks, pubs, 


6. The C.A.B. to be responsible for the prepara- 
tion and distribution of casualty lists, rest 
centre and evacuee registers, etc.—at present 
these are done by a variety of people, some- 
times very unfortunately. 

7. Improved (and advance planned) 
posters and emergency bulletins, with guidance 
and help from the M.o.I. in London. 


8. Any person passing through any post-blitz | 


welfare service (like the Assistance Board or a 


rest centre), to be automatically asked if he — 
has availed himself of the other services. A 
leaflet or | 
pamphlet on post-blitz services to be available | 
for immediate use in any blitz town to explain | 
simply and with pictures the things that exist | 


general, popular, nation-wide 


to help the people. 


9. Panels of INFORMANTS to be prepared | 


and organised, to accompany loudspeaker 
vans, mobile canteens, and to attend at rest 


centres, etc., to answer queries and, where 
necessary, to give detailed personal attention | 


to helping people in acute mental distress. 
These informants should have an identifying 
badge and armlet, carrying national prestige. 
They might be incorporated within the 
general framework of A.R.P., each warden’s 
post having a Helpful Warden, who would 
deal only with the worries and doubts of 
blitzed people. 

10. The M.o.I. to have a “ Panzer Division ” 
of information services, linked with social 
workers, to come into any severely blitzed 

; KP AMA 
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use of | 


services. These should be continually re- 
ported and checked. This person could also 
be responsible for a general report on the 
whole welfare side of a post-blitz situation, 
thus providing material from which other 
authorities could learn the suitable lessons. 
The machinery for learning these lessons still 
seems to be inadequate, largely because the 
machinery for drawing them, for studying 
what really happened (as opposed to what the 
interested parties say happened) is inadequate, 
often non-existent. 

_13. A nation-wide campaign of blitz education 
| for the coming winter should be undertaken. 
In every target area people should be pre- 
educated on the possible developments and 
how they should react to them. Existing and 
shadow arrangements for feeding, rest centres, 
evacuation, and education should be publicised 
and registered in the mind of every citizen. 
Strong propaganda should be used to make it 
| clear that these services are there’to be used, 


and that they are designed for the benefit of 
the citizens. 


14. And, in general, information should be 
recognised as a primary social service, and not 
(as at present) as a small subsidiary that ts 
fitted in if possible. Moreover, the whole 
atmosphere of the town after a blitz is directly 
relevant to its war effort. It is more im- 
portant to get cinemas open quickly again 
than to dynamite a wall which may fall on a 
cat in a derelict area. Music to gladden the 
heart is as necessary as music to sadden the 
heart—the only bands I ever heard in blitz- 
towns were the ones leading the impressively 
depressing mass funerals. Music, laughter, 


George Formby, are essential additions to the 
facts of any situation. 


«HOW CAN WE REFORM ADMINISTRATION? 


However the stucture of local government is altered after the war, its machinery will have to be made more efficient if it is to 
solve the problems before it, while avoiding the Scylla of bureaucracy and the Charybdis of amateur control. Here, NORMAN 


DAKER, D.P.A.(Lond.), A.C.I.S., F.I.P.A., F.R. Econ. S., deputy clerk and accountant, Ware U.D.C., describes some alternative | 
S) stems and makes his own proposals for reform. | 


[N all the present far-ranging discussions | This official is appointed for twelve years by 
on post-war planning and reform, little | the Minister of the Interior. He is assisted 
is said of the administrative mechanism of | _by an advisory council appointed by the party 


constant tendency to increase the number of 
committees. This results in an enormous 
expenditure of time by the staff in preparing | 


local government. Yet that is no less vital | agent. This body has no executive powers, | for and attending their meetings, and leads to 
than is a solution of the area problem, for | but in certain instances the burgomaster is | much wasteful overlapping. Almost any 
example, or of the problem of relations between | bound to consult it. topic, affects many committees. On slum 
the central and local authorities. It would | clearance alone, for example, the health 


United States Practice 


be futile to adopt some system of regionalism, | committee may declare an area to be a clearance 


to expand existing authorities, or 
new ones, if the administrative machinery 
of those authorities were incapable of coping 
with the tasks put upon it. 

In this article, thererore, I propose to 
examine the problems of administrative 
efficiency and to outline some of the possible 
solutions. Before doing so, however, it will 
be necessary, to clear the ground, to make 


certain assumptions. These are: 

1. That local government areas will be 
enlarged : 

2. That the ‘* omnibus *’ authorities thus 
created will have adequate financial 


resources ; 

3. That the recruitment and training of staff 
will be placed on a more satisfactory 
basis : and 


4. That better education will be made avail- | 


able for all—since citizens who do not 
understand the machinery of government 
cannot be expected to take an interest in 
that machinery. 


Having made those assumptions, it is possible | 


to create | 


to examine the present mechanism of local | 


government and to suggest alterations in it 


designed to increase its efficiency in the post- | 


war world. 


Efficiency—or Democracy ? 


In theory, the central government could take 
over the functions now performed by local 


gcvernment through its officials in the prov- | 


inces. This would result in uniformity, but it 


| 


would at the same time deny all scope for | 


local initiative. The state 
efficiency at the price of 
Britain we have preferred to sacrifice efficiency, 
to some extent, for the sake of democracy, 
and have deliberately given amateurs control 
over experts in central and _ local 
ment. In both spheres there has been an 
enormous growth in powers and duties. 
development of the Cabinet system in central 


being placed in charge of the great departments 
of state, whilst the party system has given the 
Cabinet a great measure of control over the 
legislature. There has been no similar develop- 
ment in local government, for the locally 
elected amateurs have been jealous of their 
powers. To get through their work, while 
retaining detailed control over day-to- day 
administration, they have had to divide them- 
selves up into committees, each looking after a 
different section of the work. This method 
is very different from that adopted by other 
great states. 

In France, before the German conquest, 
the powers of municipal councils were severely 
restricted by the need for obtaining the 
approval of the prefect to most of their 
proposals. 
official responsible to the Minister of the 
Interior, and he had power to suspend or 
dissolve the council. Even the mayor was 
regarded as an agent of the government, and 
obligatory functions were imposed on him and 
not on the council, though he was bound to 
consult the council. 

There are no elected counefie in Germany 
to-day, the entire responsibility for loeal 
government resting with the burgomaster. 


ue 


The | consist of twenty or more members, and some 


The prefect was a government 


. | 
would obtain | 
bureaucracy. In | 


| 


, Local government in the United States 
contrasts sharply with the centralised systems 
of Germany and France. Broadly, urban areas 
are governed in one of three ways : 

1. The mayor and council system. The mayor 
is directly elected for a short term, is 
remunerated, and holds a commanding 
position in relation to the council. Services 
are organised into five or more departments, 
the heads of which are appointed by the 
mayor. Certain officers are elected. 

2. The commission system. Some towns are 
governed by a small group of commissioners, 
directly elected for a short period. Each 
commissioner. presides over a department 
and they meet together as‘a body. 

3. The city manager system. The elected council 
appoints. an experienced person as city 
manager and entrusts him with the entire 
administration, the council being responsible 
for policy. This system is gaining in popu- 
larity at the expense of the other two. 

The Frefich and German systems conflict 
with the democratic traditions of England. 
The first two of the American systems are not 
—as Americans are discovering themselves— 
suitable for the complex functions of modern 
local government. The city manager system, 


on the other hand, has much to commend it, ’ 


since it combines the efficiency of centralised 
administration with the ultimate responsibility 
of a democratically elected council. 

Before deciding whether it would be ad- 
visable to adopt the system here, or to introduce 
some alternative, it is necessary to examine 
British administration in greater detail. 


Faults of British System. 


Almost all types of local authorities in this 
country have, as has already been stated, found 


| it impossible to transact business without the 


govern- | 


appointment of committees. This is not sur- 


prising in view of the fact that most councils 


5. _have as many as 100 members. 
government has resulted in paid political chiefs | 


The Local Government Act, 1933, gives 


authorities a general power of appointing 


' 


committees and of determining the number of 
members of each committee. With the 
exception of rating and borrowing powers, 
councils may delegate, with or without re- 
Striction, any of their functions to the com- 
mittees. Some committees must be appointed, 
pursuant to the terms of a particular statute. 

The committee system suffers from a number 
of important defects, among which are: 


1. Lack of effective co-ordination.—Com-. 


mittees regard themselves as separate authori- 
ties and it is customary for the council to 
register approval of their acts and proceedings 
automatically. Therefore, unless a_ special 
committee is appointed for the purpose, the 
only body which can co-ordinate the work 
is the council itself—a large and unwieldy 


assembly. An efficient finance committee can 


secure co-ordination to a certain extent, but 
largely from a financial aspect. The clerk 
of the authority is also in a position to help 
in this direction if he is a man of administra- 
tive ability and if he is recognised as the 
council’s chief administrative officer. In any 
case, co-ordination is not a simple matter when 
a council has fifteen to twenty-five committees. 

2. Excessive division of werk.—There is a 


P, 


area, the housing committee will build houses 
to rehouse displaced tenants, the town planning 
committee will have to be consulted, and the 
finance committee will be concerned, as also 
may be the gas, electricity, water, sewerage and 
other committees. Often, terms of reference 
are out of date, non-existent, or so general in 
their directions as to be useless. 

Committees also tend to be too big, often 
comprising more than half the total member- 
ship of the council. The bigger the committee, 
the less efficiently will it transact its business. 

3. Inefficient working.—Sir Ernest Simon, 
in Chapter V of his ‘* A City Council from 
Within,’’ describes how the Manchester 
finance committee conducted its business in 
vis | Much of the time of the committee, ’ 
he says, ‘* was taken up in routine audit work 
which a have been done satisfactorily by 
a clerk at 25s. a week. All the important 
business appeared to be settled beforehand 
between the treasurer and the chairman.”’ 


Expert Advice Ignored 


What happened in Manchester in 1913 still 
happens in many committee meetings else- 
where. Committee members will expend con- 
siderable time discussing matters of minor 
importance. 

It is, unfortunately, a fact that some com- 
mittees ignore the advice of the expert in 
matters in which the members are far from 
being experts. One large urban authority, 
for example, appointed a sub-committee to 
inspect houses to ascertain their value for the 
purpose of making an advance under the Small 
Dwellings Acquisition Act—clearly a job for 
the expert, not the layman. 

‘Chairmen are often badly chosen. If they 
have no knowledge of procedure at meetings, 
business is transacted in a chaotic manner. 
Sometimes they do not give the officers an 
opportunity of stating their views if they 
conflict with their own. On the other hand, 
some chairmen allow officials to dominate the 
proceedings. 

There can. be little doubt that the defects of 
the committee system are avoided in the city 
manager plan. It has been said that a system 
which works well in America will not neces- 
sarily work well here. That may be. true, 
but it does not necessarily mean that the 
system would work badly here, or that it 
would be worse than the existing system. 
Councils. would have to be smaller, and they 
would confine themselves to questions of 
policy, leaving administration to the expert. 

There are .two possible alternatives—the 
cabinet system, and modification of the 
present system to secure greater efficiency. 

The cabinet system in our central govern- 


ment is based on the party system. The party. 


having a majority in the House of Commons 
forms the ** Government.’’ This results in a 
unified policy, for the Prime Minister can 
require the resignation of a recalcitrant 
minister. At the same time, the Cabinet can 
advise a ‘dissolution of the Commons, and So, 
upon a ministerial defeat, can appeal to the 
electors. This is a powerful weapon, for few 
members of the. Commons welcome the 
prospect of an election. 

‘In only a few towns are municipal elections 
fought on party lines. The wider introduction 
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of party politics into local g»vernment would 
undoubtedly result in a greater interest in 
municipal administration. At the same time, 
it must be admitted that the sphere of activity 
is much smaller in local than in central admin- 
istration, since a local authority is concerned 
with the application rather than the making 
of laws. 

If the administration is. to be on a stable 
basis, it will need the power to dissolve the 
council and appeal to the electorate on an 
important issue. This might well prove 
expensive, though it should not be dismissed 
on that ground alone. A _ well-informed 
electorate could soon indicate its displeasure 
if the administration treated minor matters as 
questions of ** confidence.’’ 

The local ** leader ’’ of the party securing a 
majority of seats on the council would select 
his Cabinet, each member being responsible 
to the council for the administration of the 
major departments. No doubt these members 
would have to be salaried. 

Financial control would be vested in the 
council and the members would be in a position 
to criticise the administration. 

Such a system would remove many of the 
difficulties of the present method. Co- 
ordination should be easier, better use would 
be made of the expert and, in general, efficiency 
should increase. 


A Programme of Reform 


Is there any other method whereby improve- 
ments could be effected without having to 
introduce party politics and to give the execu- 
tive power to dissolve the council? The 
following. suggestions may be worthy of 
consideration : 

1. Much smaller councils—rarely exceeding 
twelve members. 

2. Fewer and smaller committees. It might 
be possible to have one committee for each 
of the major departments, i.e., ‘‘ Public 
Works and Services ’’ to supervise the work 
generally undertaken by the engineer and 
surveyor, °** Public Health’’ to supervise 
the medical officer and his staff, and 
** Education ’’ to manage the schools. 
Financial and general staff questions could 
be dealt with by a ‘* Finance and Establish- 
ment ’’ committee. These committees 
should rarely exceed four elected members. 

3. Greater consultation of independent experts 
by the Committees. It might be advisable, 
for instance, to co-opt an accountant on to 


the finance committee, or a doctor on to the | 


public health committee. Little use is made 
of this power at present. 

4. Recognition of one official as chief admin- 
istrative officer. He should be a man of 
proved administrative ability. 

5. Greater powers to enable well-trained 
officers to deal with minor matters, without 
having to report upon them to committees. 
Committees could then devote their time to 
questions of policy. 

6. A co-ordinating committee for each 
authority, possibly comprising the chairmen 
of the other committees. This committee 
could survey the whole field of the powers 
and duties of the council. It could, for 
example, decide which department and 
committee were to exercise powers imposed 
upon the council by fresh legislation. 
Personally, I regard the city manager 

system as the soundest and most efficient 

method of local government in operation 
today. At the same time, however, I see no 
hope of its adoption here within any reasonable 
time. Failing its adoption, I regard the 
reforms set out above as at once the most 
useful and the most practicable alternative. 

All who desire to retain a strong system of 
local self-government in this country must 
recognise and’ be prepared to remedy the 
defects inherent in present methods. Once 
greater efficiency has been achieved, it should 
be possible to obtain a relaxation of central 
administrative control, and the abolition of the 

** ultra vires *’ rule. | 


* APPLICATIONS 


ARK INVITED” '® 


A London journalist here bites the hand that feeds him with some piquant comments 
on municipal advertising. 


URING a recent illness, when time hung 
wearily on my hands and literature 

was temporarily scarce, I was reduced to 
reading even the public notices which adorn 
the pages and help to enrich the coffers of one 
of our best-known and most influential daily 
papers. The result was thought-provoking. 


It set me wondering how much public money 
is wasted because officials go on in the same 
old way to which they have been accustomed 
for years, without thought to the financial 


“ That’s Alistair—he was a plumber in 
civil life!”’ 


stringency of the moment. I take it that with 
rates, like taxes, soaring each year, even the 
money spent on ‘“* small ads,’” is worth 
considering. 


Here is a typical instance of what attracted | 


my attention: 


OUNTY BOROUGH OF BLANKTOWN.—Appoint- 
ment of SUPERINTENDENT of COMMUNITY 
FEEDING AND COOKING CENTRES. Applications are 
invited for the appointment of Superintendent of the 
Community Feeding and Cooking Centres to be estab- 
lished in the Borough at a salary of £350 p.a. The duties 
will include responsibility for the organisation and manage- 
ment of the Centre in accordance with the directions of 
the Ministry of Food and of the Council and for establishing 
and controlling any necessary purchase schemes, stores, 
provisions and foodstuffs. Previous experience of the 
catering trade is essential and experience in canteen cater- 
ing will be an additional qualification. Applications, 
stating age and experience, accompanied by copies of not 
more than three testimonials and endorsed ‘* Feeding 
Centres Superintendent,’’ should be received by the un- 
dersigned not later than the 8th March, 1941. Canvassing, 
directly or indirectly, will be a disqualification. 


Dated this 17th day of ——, 1941. 
A. B. C , Town Clerk. 
a place, Blanktown. 


I demanded pencil and paper and set to 
work. This was the result: 
BLANKTOWN.—Superintendent wanted for Community 

Feeding and Cooking Centres. Salary £350 p.a. Must be 
responsible for organising and managing such centres and 
for establishing and controlling purchase schemes, stores, 
and provisions. Experience essential ; of canteen catering 
preferred. Canvassing prohibited. Applications, en- 
dorsed ** Feeding Centres Superintendent,’’ stating age 
and experience, with three testimonials, by March 8, to 
Town Clerk, |, —— Place, Blanktown. 


Had I been more fit I might have done still 
better in the gentle art of compression, but 
even so 92 words are saved—61 against 153, 
and the length of the advertisement is more 
than halved. The paper in which the adver- 
tisement appeared charges 7s. 6d. a line for 


¥ 


announcements of this type (and the type used 
is bigger than that employed here). My 
revision—taking me about two minutes— 
would have saved the ratepayers at least 
£5 12s.—probably considerably more, since it 
may safely be assumed that the advertisement 
appeared in two local papers and one or two 
of the local government professional journals, 
as well as in the national daily. 

I ask you to note the appalling futility of the 
last line but two in the original advertisement : 
** Dated this 17th day of ——, 1941.’’ Cost 
7s. 6d. As if it mattered a tinker’s curse 
when the wretched advertisement was dated. 
What a blessing is the legal mind ! 

I kept up my researches for three days, 
taking about a dozen advertisements a day, and 
it is safe to say that at least a quarter of the 
space, and the cost, could have been saved ; 
in many of them, the saving might have been 
much more. 

Apart from the verbosity and the tautology 
of the advertisements, here are some other 
points which seem to call for comment: 


Why give the full legal description of the 
authority and of the appointment in capital 
letters, as these advertisements invariably 
do—this sort of thing: 


CITY AND COUNTY 
BOROUGH OF 
BLANKTOWN 


TEMPORARY ASSISTANT 

INSPECTOR UNDER THE 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
ACTS AND SHOPS ACTS 


Applications are invited for the above 
appointment... 


taking nine lines to say what could have 


been said in three: 
“ Blanktown C.B. — Temporary _ assistant 
weights and measures and shops act 


inspector wanted.”’ 


Why is it necessary in such an advertisement 
for the authorising officer to make the rate- 
payers pay for advertising his own name? 
His importance (and relevance) is in his 
post, not in his name. | 

Why set out name, style, address and date 
with a line (sometimes two !) to each, as. 
most of them do? My best example fills 
six lines—at 7s. 6d. a line! 

Why, as sometimes happens, are names and 
styles appended even when these are not 
those of the officers to whom application 
is to be made ? , | 

Here is a particularly blatant case illustrating 
the last point : 

BLANKTOWN EDUCATION COMMITTEE. THE 

TECHNICAL COLLEGE. Principal: A. B. Blank, 

B.Sc., Wh. Ex., M.l.Mech.—E. An INSTRUCTOR is 

required in ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING for Army 

Trainees. Some theoretical and practical knowledge and 

experience in RADIO WORK jis essential. Wages £6 

p.w.—Further particulars and forms of application may 
be obtained from the Secretary, The Technical College, 


Blank, Co. Blank, to whom applications should be returned 
by first post Ist March, 1941. 


Cc. D. BLANK, Director of Education. 
Education Offices, 15, Blank st., Blanktown. 


Here the name, style, and (in one case) the 
address of two officials are included (at a 
cost to the unfortunate ratepayer of 22s. 6d.), 
whereas the only man with whom the 
applicant is concerned is a third official. 
Can you beat that for unnecessary self- 
advertisement ? 


It- would seem that the Prime Méinister’s 
twice-repeated request to Civil Servants to 
use plain and simple English, with less official 
jargon and in less space, might well be con- 


| sidered by those local government officers 


responsible for drafting official notices. 


86 WUNICIPAL TRADING JUSTIFIED 


Dr. Finer’s new book, reviewed by J. H. WARREN, M.A., D.P.A., town clerk of Slough 


Mi 
latest book, is the first full treatise 
on this subject since Knoop’s ‘* Principles 


UNICIPAL TRADING,’’ Dr. Finer’s | enterprise, whether privately or municipally 


conducted, is that of local regulated monopoly. 


| Once 


and Methods of Municipal Trading,’’ which | 


appeared in 1912. 
professional interest, one or two works of 
smaller scope, and many technical manuals 


A variety of papers of | 


services have developed on such a 


basis, the issues.in any comparison between | 


privately and municipally owned operations 


are considerably narrowed. 


on individual services have not compensated | 
for the absence of a full discussion of the | 


economic and administrative aspects. of 
municipal utility services which could satisfy 
the needs of the student, or paint an adequate 
picture of this field of enterprise for those 
specially interested in it. Dr. Finer’s book 
fulfils these requirements in a way which should 
establish it as the standard work on _ the 
subject for a long time to come. 

He traces the origins and motives of muni- 


The general economic student will not, 
however, fail to appreciate how great are the 
advantages which the consuming public has 
reaped through the evolution of these indus- 
tries to a basis of local regulated monopoly, 


whether privately or publicly owned and con- 


trolled, from the earlier phases of competition 


and uncontrolled monopoly ; and if there is | 


one fault to be found with the book, it is that 


Dr. Finer’s historical chapter does not lay 
sufficient emphasis on this aspect, nor survey 


cipal ownership and management, describes | 


the administrative and legal framework of 


the undertakings, and discusses the system of | | ‘ e . 
trol and ad Can We Reform Promotion Wethods? 


_| Asks “ FAIRPLAY,’’ in an article outlining some personal grievances which may 
He does not shrink from assaying the relative | 


a realistic 
the local 


control and administration with 
insight which should appeal to 
government officer. 


performance of privately owned and muni- | 


cipally owned undertakings. In doing so, he 
recognises that, although the appropriate 
criterion to apply would be relative costs, it is 


difficult to arrive at any empirical test of the | 


two forms of control and ownership on the 
footing of present statistics. He does, however, 


a comparison and give his own valuation of | 
He arrives at the conclusion that the | 


them. 


sufficiently fully all the indisputable evidence 
which Parliamentary papers could supply upon it. 


| 


Dr. Finer deals with the ‘* area problem ”’ 
as it affects the services concerned. He con- 
siders that, in the sphere of gas supply, 
the link-up of gas limits with municipal 
boundaries does not represent a very large 
departure from a suitable economic area. 


_ His view on water limits is not very different, 


and he considers that better arrangements for 
allocation of resources are possible and are 
being achieved without radical changes in 
distribution limits. 


In the field of electricity supply, where the 


supply side has already been dealt with by 
the Act of 1926, he outlines the controversy 


| on distribution areas with an open mind ; 
and in the field of transport appears to con- 
_sider that the transport areas do here involve 


arrangements very far short of the ideal. 
Dr. Finer’s whole treatment of the area 
question is most balanced and realistic and 
should do much to dispel the idea that super- 
scale undertakings are necessarily the most 
economic and efficient in every case. 


or may not be snared by others 


| MAY be wrong, but in reading the various 
local government, I do not remember seeing 
anything concerning suggested improvements 
in the methods at present adopted in dealing 


with staff promotions and salary increases. 
disengage the several factors involved in such | 


municipalities’ undertakings can justify them- | 


selves on purely economic grounds ; and, in 
view of the width and impartiality of his 
survey, and the force with which he states all 


time to time to municipal activity of this kind, | 


he cannot be accused’ of approaching the 
question with any bias or preconceptions. 

He confines his field, rightly in my opwion, 
to the four main services—gas, water, elec- 
tricity, and transport, in which the form of 


This topic 
discussion. 

Is the ‘* hush-hush °*’ policy adopted in all 
local authorities, especially at the time of the 
annual reconsideration of salaries,’ so that 
certain ‘‘ pet’’ cases can be quietly put 


should provide an_ interesting 


_ through before anyone has a chance to object ? 
the objections which have been raised from | 


a 


i 
} 
' 


Is favouritism rife throughout the country ? 
It appears to me that if you“happen to be in 
close contact with the chiefs or deputies you 
can get away with practically anything, whereas 
if you are not, you are often forgotten. 

Would it be going too far to suggest that a 
small sub-committee of the branch executive 


Hiow Hospitals Faced The Blitz 


READERS of the future will have no 

cause to be ignorant of what life in 
Britain was like during this war. The flood of 
books on the civilian front under bombing 
is nOW in spate, every month bringing fresh 
stories from the inexhaustible reservoir, and 
though the censor’s heavy hand still lies over 
some of the best of them, it would now be 
possible to provide an American visitor, say, 
with a list giving him a fair picture of the 
people and the battered cities of this land 
during the winter of 1940-41. 

In that picture it is only fitting that the 
hospitals, which have borne so large a share 
both of the bombs and of their results, should 
take a prominent place. **‘HospiraLs UNDER 
Fire,’ the latest of the bunch (Allen & Unwin, 
7s. 6d.), sets out to tell the splendid story of the 
hospitals’ ordeal and triumph. On the whole, 
the book succeeds in its aim. For the greater 
part of it, the editor, Mr. George Curnock, 
has adopted the method, first exploited so 
succesSfully by Allan Michie and Walter 
Graebner in ‘** Their Finest Hour °’—the best 
first-person account of war on the home 
front yet published—of letting his heroes and, 
still more, his heroines, tell their own stories 
in their own words. A hospital stoker, an 
assistant matron, sisters, nurses, patients, 
rescue party workers, and many more, describe 
what happened on those nights of fire, flood, 
and human anguish. It is an effective method, 
and the book makes fine and inspiring reading. 
If we have one fault to find, it is that the editor 
has confined his interest to the Voluntary 
hospitals. The-reader might be forgiven for 


: 


thinking that municipal hospitals did not 
exist or, if they did, that bombs for some 
mysterious reason had passed them by. When 
will they write their story—when, indeed, will 
the local government service as a_ whole 
write the story of its finest hour? Cannot 
NALGO see that the epics of the service 


are recorded before they are vanished 

memories ? 

N.C.1. FIRST IN LI.A.R.V.0. 
EXAMINATION 


THE value of the tuition provided by the 

‘ NALGO Correspondence Institute has 
again been strikingly demonstrated by the 
results of the May examination of the Incor- 
porated Association of Rating and Valuation 
Officers, in which First Place, with Honours in 
part I of the Final Grade has been won by an 
N.C.I. student, Mr. J. E. Collingbourn, of 
Sheerness. Last year, another student of the 
Institute secured First Place with Honours 
and the Association’s Prize in the _Inter- 
mediate Grade. 

A number of other N.C.I. students were 
successful in the examination, and the following 


letter from one of them, Mr. O. D. Stafford, 


of Stockport, is typical of several received 
at Headquarters : 

** The result is very gratifying and I wish to 
thank you for the very efficient course which 
you provided, and to express my deep gratitude 
to all the unknown tutors and various members 
of the Institute who have done so much to 
help me to achieve this success.*’ 


{ committee should be furnished with particulars 


articles on proposed post-war reforms in | 


of all promotions which chiefs have in mind, 
so that the claims of ail members could be 
considered ? Few chief officers are aware of 
the merits of each member of their depart- 
ments, or of the actual. work performed by 
him: and, unless the deputies or chief clerks 
are fair in their recommendations and have no 
favourites, some people are sure to suffer. I 
have seen this Happen time and time again. 

Certain chiefs seem to have peculiar stan- 
dards of assessing worthiness for promotion. 
If you have no outside interests or home to 
which to go to after office hours and are, 
therefore, content:to remain at the office every 
night, you are apparently considered to be a 
busy and conscientious individual deserving of 
promotion.’ Are all chiefs taken in like this ? 

In my experience, promotion depends to a 
great extent upon the verbal report of a chief 
officer to a committee, and as Professor Harold 
Laski has said: *‘ No one who has watched a. 
committee at work can doubt the immense 
influence the official wieids in translating their 
broad conceptions into concrete administrative 
reality.’’ Individuals have no chance at all of 
defending themselves if adversely reported 
upon. And what things ate said by chiefs in 
committee—outrageous reports either praising 
or condemning—which the rank and file present 
often know to be grossly inaccurate! Yet they 
have to sit there and try to remember that we 
are fighting Hitlerism. 

It may be rather revolutionary, but could not 
the branch executive committee have a repre- 
sentative at all committee meetings at which 
staff matters are likely to be discussed ? 

Were the system to be adopted, any member 
criticised could have an opportunity of know- 
ing what was. said, and of defending himself. 
Also, other members of the staff would be able 
to comment on any suggested promotion of 
the ** pets ’’ before it was too late. Strengthen 
the power of the staff side and give them an 
opportunity to present their views to the 
appropriate committee at the same time gas the 
views of chief officers are being heard. This is 
not unreasonable—why should someone’s 
whole future depend upon one _ person’s 
opinion ? 

It would be interesting to have the views of 
some chiefs on this subject, since I, of course, 
am considering it purely from the point of 
view of a ** sufferer ’’ arising out of the present 
system of promotion, 

Please pardon the absence of a signature to 
this letter ; it is more than I[ dare to publish 
my name. But I shall be in the Forces soon, 
and may have to give my life fighting for 
democratic principles ! ie ee 


——— a 


MYSTERY OF THE NAKED SAILOR | 


This delightful article, which first appeared in “ All Sweli,’ 


* the admirable bulletin 


published by the C amberwell branch on behalf of the Benevolent and Orphan Fund, 


so amused us that we felt it worthy of wider circulation. 


who edits *‘ All Swell.’’ 
or grave. 


% 


ig was a well-kept secret. 


People ‘were taken unawares when they | 
** The Board of Trade | 


heard the radio news. 
announces ... rationing of clothing . . 
margarine coupons . . 
gaiters or spats, 
undergarments 


pair of leggings, 
three coupons ... other 
including corsets, three. 
coupons. ...’’ In many homes there was a 
mental inventory-taking. Those who had 
delayed their purchases in order to contribute 
to War Weapons Week lamented their luck. 
Husbands who had induced their wives to wait | 
until next month looked uncomfortable and | 
secretly rejoiced. 


It was indeed a well-kept secret. It was 


sprung without warning upon Food Offices. 
Not until the broadcast did they realise that in | 


addition to a knowledge of poussins, hoggets, 


broody hens, balancer meal and sock-eyes, they | 
would in future be expected to answer enquiries | 
as to whether a kilt was a skirt, and even more | 


intimate questions concerning feminine attire. 

It was a well-kept secret. “ The newspapers 
and the B.B.C. congratulated the Board of 
Trade about it. Not to be outdone, the 
President of the Board of Trade congratulated 
himself about it. 

Amid this orgy of mutual congratulation, 
Adam Thomas’ may have wondered, but he 
did not worry unduly. A few weeks before, he 
had been clinging to a raft in the North Atlantic 
without much expectation of rescue. Having 
been providentially restored to his home near 
Camberwell New Road, he not unnaturally 
considered that the worst of his troubles were 
over. The poor sap ! He had reckoned without 
the British Government and its well-kept 
secrets. 

Adam Thomas had three weeks’ leave before 
putting to sea again. Feeling that sea-going 
kit was hardly the thing for Camberwell, and 
jingling a sufficiency of money in his pocket, he J 
went out to buy a suit and some underclothes. 

When the Food Office opened on Tuesday 
morning after Whitsun, he.was waiting on the 
step. He wanted coupons to buy a suit of 
clothes. Hé was told that, as far as the Food 
Office was concerned, the clothing scheme 
was still a well-kept secret. The Board of 
Trade, it was true, had announced that mar- 
garine coupons were to be used for the purchase 
of clothes, but in their desire to well-keep their 
secrets they had omitted to consult anyone 
who might have told them that quite a number 
of people in the country—ocean-going seamen 
among them—did not hold: ration books and 
therefore had no margarine coupons. 


The Food Office was sorry and sympathetic, 
but nothing could be done. The office was 
expressly forbidden to issue ration books to 
merchant seamen. If it was an outfit of 
clothing which was required, however, it was 
understood that the Citizen’s Advice Bureau 
had some at its disposal. They might be able 
to help him. He departed hopefully. Poor sap ! 

He left-me musing upon the unexpectedness 
of life. Here was I, ready for all sorts of 
interesting problems concerning the more 
exciting female garments, brought down to 
earth to consider how to get a sailor a suit. I 
was not left long in which to muse. The 
Citizens’ Advice Bureau soon rang back. 
** This sailor you’ve sent . . . can’t do any- 
thing . . . not a case for free clothing . . . has 
plenty of money .. . only wants margarine 
coupons.’ 

** All right. Send him back and I'll see what 
i can do.’’ 

When he arrived, I ’phoned the Divisional 
Office and described the problem. 


Itis by DAVID LEGGATT, 


There must be other officers with parallel experiences, gay 
Why not let us hear of them? 


| ‘** But you’ve seen the circular, haven't 
|you?’’ (in a surprised voice.) “It’s quite 
clear that it’s nothing to do with you. It ts 
i 

| with enquiries relating to the scheme.’ 

| °° Yes, I know,’’—testily—‘* and I know 
Who is 


that we are getting all the enquiries. 
| dealing with them ? 
| ** Freré’s. an address given in the circular, 
| isn’t there ? °’ 

The Board of Trade, Pine Court | 
Do you really mean 


°"- Wes. 


| Hotel, Bournemouth. 
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that there is no oné in London who knows 
how this man can get some clothes, and that 
he has to apply to Bournemouth ? ”’ 

** Looks like it. Silly, isn’t it ? ’’ 

I decided to try another line. I rang up the 
Board of Trade and, after two hours, was put 
through to the extension dealing with clothing. 

** It’s quite simple,’’ replied a voice airily, 
after I had put the case, ** the man goes to his 
local food office and gets margarine coupons.’’ 

** But this is the local food office,’’ I 
screamed, ‘** and the Ministry of Food say we 
mustn ‘t.’’ 7 

**Um. Well, if he’s a sailor, he'd better 
try the Customs ‘and Excise people.’” 

** Where are they ? ”’ : 

** Oh, theyll have a_local office some- 
where.” 

The telephone provided the address; a 
familiar one, as it happened to harbour also the 
Inspector of Income Tax. The cause of the 
trouble sat patiently and smiled. To make 
conversation, I enquired about his experiences. 

** I was two days on a raft,’’ he told me, 
a before being picked up and taken to Iceland. 
I was in hospital for a fortnight in Rekjavik.’’ 
Then he added, ** And my ayones didn’ t 
| start till I got home.”” 
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The Customs people had no information 


and referred me to their area office in South- 


—wark. 


.| not intended that Food Offices should deal | 


reactance ae aT 


By the time I got through there the 
Chief Clerk had gone to lunch. So I and the 
aforementioned cause followed suit. 

After lunch, the Southwark folk proved kind 
but not optimistic. ‘* If you send him along, 
[Il see him and dowhat I can. But, mind you, 
I can only issue special coupons in war damage 
cases.’’ 

* And isn’ta torpedoed ship war damage ? ”’ 
—this sarcastically. 

** Oh, no. Certainly not.’’ 

With his departure to the Borough, my office 
seemed suddenly empty. 

Next morning, the C.A.B. were on my track 
again. °° This seaman Thomas has come back 
to us. He hasn’t been able to get fixed up yet. 


-Can’t you do anything for him, or at least tell 


him where he must apply ? ”’ 

"’ it 1s not intended,’’ | quoted, °* that 
Food Offices Should deal with enquiries about 
the scheme.’ 

A screen must be drawn over the story here. 


I shall not relate whether the sailor went away 


= se _municated the news to the C.A.B. A 


a second time empty-handed, or whether he 
carried with him a ration book complete with 
margarine coupons. We wiil raise the veil of 


Se _ secrecy only to record that, towards the end of 
| the afternoon, Mr. E. of the Assistance Board 
reported that he had in his office a merchant 


seaman wanting clothes. A few minutes later, 
the Divisional Food Office informed me that a 
conference had just decided that seamen should 


=} | Obtain coupons from shipping agents at ports. 


Pleased at having progressed so far, I com- 
faint 
voice protested feebly, ‘* But I’ve just had a 
letter from the Board of Trade saying that the 
Assistance Board is looking after saiiors.”’ 

So I ’phoned the Board of Trade again. The 
Board was still airy, but quite definite. ‘** All 
these queries,’’ it said, ‘* should be referred 
to the Women’s Voluntary Services.”’ 

And there the matter stands. Perhaps, even 


as I write, some mighty brain is considering 


the problem of shirts for sailors, 


th 


i But if so. 
It is a well-kept secret. 


co — 


TRAINING CITIZENS 
OF TOMORROW 


is encouraging that, even in these difficult 
days, Nelson borough council is con- 
tinuing its pioneer work in civic education. 
For some years past, detailed instruction in 
the machinery of local government has been 
included in the curriculum of all secondary, 
senior, and R.C. mixed schools in the town, 
culminating in a ‘* local government week.’’ 
During this week, all the children are given 
practical illustration of the more formal lessons 
by visits to the corporation departments, while, 
on one half-day, parents and other interested 
citizens are invited to visit the schools and see 
them at work. Finally, each child is required, 
in school hours, to write an essay on ** local 
government in Nelson.’’ The council gives 
book prizes for the best essays in each school, 
while the boy and girl writing the best essays 
sent in from all the schools receive, in addition, 
a fountain-pen each. The Nelson branch has 
provided a NALGO shield which is hung 
each year in the school producing the best 
of the prizewinning essays. 


To judge from the essays, some of which 
we have seen, the children acquire in this way a 
sound knowledge of the working of the 
municipal machine. This should help materi- 
ally to create that instructed civic interest 
which will be so necessary if we are to cope 
successfully with post-war problems, and it is 
to be hoped that other towns—as some 
ieenty are doing—will follow Nelson’s 

xample. 


if 
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[F ever, by the slow process of time and rather 
more intelligent discrimination on the part 


of the Great Reaper than he has yet shown, | 


I succeed to a position of dignity and affluence 
in the service of Much Cowslip, I shall impress 
on every junior entrant that what success I 
have achieved—I may modestly say ‘* small 
success ’’—has been due to a natural gift for 
seeing straight through the murk of argument 
to the central spark of the issue involved: a 
gift which enabled me recently to concen- 
trate all the furore about ** What is Wrong 
with NA LGO? ”’ into one compact reason 
—that our Association has not yet obtained 
for its members as high a reward for their 
services as they think they should have. 

{t is possible they may over-estimate their 
value. It is equally possible that, however 
high their reward, they might still yearn for 
more, and the problem is complicated by the 
fact that nearly every local government 
officer will agree that his colleagues, judging 
them fairly and squarely on ability, probably 
receive as much as, if not more than, their 
market value. Only in his own particular case 
will he maintain that his work is of such an 
intricate nature. his responsibilities so onerous, 
and his ability so exceptional that his salary is 
a travesty of justice. Be that as it may, the 
central fact remains that if every local govern- 
ment officer received the salary and enjoyed 
the conditions he knows he deserves, criticism 
of the National Association would probably 
cease. 

Following this line of thought—which I 
commend with al! respect and deference to the 
National Executive Council—I considered the 
position in Much Cowslip; or rather the 
Clerk considered it and I ventured an opinion 
now and then. We foresaw that if this at 
present rather vague unrest among the mem- 
bership ever became effective enough to force 
our unsinkable National Executive Council 
to scuttle itself, the widening ripples from such 
a catastrophe might rock our comfortable boat 


in the backwater of Much Cowslip, perhaps | 


violently enough to throw us, the branch 
officers, overboard. That was something we 
could not contemplate unmoved, particularly 
after the Civil Servants’ conference, the Master 
Printers’ conference, the Labour Party con- 
ference, the Engineers’ conference, and other 
similar assemblies held this year had reminded 
us that, though conferences are impossible in 
wartime, we might (unless post-war peace 
proved as difficult as war) enjoy the privilege 
and more especially the pleasure of attending 
NALGO conferences, at some rebuilt 
seaside résort or perhaps even across the 
Channel or Atlantic, at our colleagues’ expense. 
Our duty was clear—to carry the burden of 
branch office cheerfully and without thought 
of self through the war period, and take good 
care that nobody snatched our burden from us. 

It seemed advisable, therefore, to do what 
we could to forestall possible criticism and 
prevent the formation of anything like a 
** ginger group’’ in our Executive by obtaining 
some concession from the Council ; something 
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which would line the pockets and thus warm 


| the hearts of our members, and incline them 


to reject suggestions that ours was a “*“company 
union,’’ ‘‘chief-officer controlled,’” or that 
the ‘‘old gang’’ must go. Actually, it would 
be absurd for anyone to speak of the Clerk 
and. myself as the ‘‘ old gang.’’ ‘* New brooms’’ 
would be a better phrase, for he and I were 
the leaders of the revolt which, in 1921, 
swept away the ‘‘old gang’’ of those days in 
Much Cowslip, and it is largely to prevent a 
clique of the same kind again becoming 
established that we have thought it our duty 
to retain control ever since. Executive com- 
mittees, however, are so much more easily led 
on a destructive than constructive course, that 
we were not blind to the way in which our long 
and successful tenure of office could be mis- 
represented by those anxious to take our 
places, and who, once installed, would prob- 
ably resort to every kind of dishonest device 
to cling to office and prevent our reinstatement. 
We both felt that any such development would 
be a mockery of democracy, and would be the 
first step towards Fascism in Much Cowslip. 
My regular reader knows how jealous we are 
of our democratic privileges, our right to elect 
our National Council, our right to control it 
at Conference—in fact, all those safeguards 
Englishmen have always built around their 
civil liberties and which time has shown to be 
as impregnable as the Maginot Line. 

Having decided that a lollipop of some kind 
must be given to the staff, we faced the task of 
finding one. Having already obtained the 


Whitley scales of salaries, plus the Whitley 
bonus awards, we feared that any application 
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(to increase salaries might enable the Council 


to declare a dispute and seek an arbitration 
to enforce the Whitley decisions. Somehow, 
Whitleyism didn’t seem half such a good idea 
as when we were below its standards. 

Increased holidays would hardly have been 
welcomed by a staff who couldn’t go any- 
where if they got them, and an improvement 
in sickness allowances would have seemed a 
small success to our exceptionally healthy 
members. After much thought, we reduced 
the possibilities to two—a scheme for sub- 
stantial grants by the Council to widows of 
officers dying before retirement, and payment 
for overtime. After studying both ideas 
impartially and impersonally, we concluded 
that, as the Clerk was a bachelor and I was 
young and healthy, we would adopt the 
second. 

The more I thought about it, the less sensible 
it seemed that local officers—and others in 
similar occupations, too, for that matter— 
should give away so much of the only com- 
modity they had to sell, and on the sale of 
which they depended for their meagre liveli- 
hoods. After all, even in peacetime, one 
doesn’t expect the butcher to throw in occa- 
sional links of sausage free because one buys 
his steak at the market price. The only 
justification I could think of was that it was 
an old British custom, which dismayed me not 
at all. To abolish a bad tradition is an 
essential in every reform. 

Earnestly, I urged the Clerk that here was a 
method of substantially increasing every 
member’s earnings without in the least in- 
fringing on the basic salaries and laying 
ourselves open to a charge of betraying 
Whitleyism. Here also was another instance 
where Much Cowslip could give a lead to 
NALGO. Were we to succeed, generations 
of junior clerks as yet unborn would rise up 
and call us blessed in places like Glasgow, 
Bognor Regis, and Haltemprice. 

Rather cunningly, I also suggested that, 
under a system of paid overtime, the Clerk, 


‘as the official authorised to allocate overtime 


duties, would recover that control of staff 
earnings, or rather that power to recognise 


financially the variation in degree of ability 


among his staff, which the grading scheme 
denied him. Charmed -by the prospect of 
being able to dispense overtime work as a 
favour to selected members of his staff, the 
Clerk agreed to give the project his full support. 

We were at first undecided whether to allow 
the Executive to consider the scheme before 
action, or to deal with it as a matter of urgency 
within our personal province as the Emergency 
Committee. Against the risk of members of 
the Executive wanting to incorporate their 
ill-judged ideas in a scheme which, if left to us, 
would be so expertly phrased as to say little, 
mean less, and yet achieve its object, we had 
to set the risk that indignation at not being 
consulted might lead them to sabotage our 
efforts merely to assert their rights and privi- 
leges. Finally, the Clerk decided that our 


(Continued at foot of next page) 
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** Hvperion ”’ 


AT RANDOM Maine, J. Cakes 


“The older I grow, the more I have become convinced that there are no 
‘nations ’ and no ‘ races’ and no ‘classes of men ’—that there are only individuals, 
that those individuals are good or bad—interesting or dull—wise or foolish— 


which we call ‘ personality.’ 


-according to their natural inclinations, and that mysterious bent of character 


** Now when a whole nation goes mad, no matter for what cause, it is useless to 


try and reason about it. 


In God’s own good time, order will be re-established, a 


few people will have made a lot of money, many more will have lost all they had, and 
everything will be as it was before until the next outbreak of wholesale lunacy.”— 
Hendrik van Loon in ** R. vy. R.’’ (Life of Rembrandt). 


Britain is Safe! 


the British home, and thereby dealing a greater 


ie 


(“ 


4 


soy 
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blow at civilian morale than the most ferocious 


er 


blitz could ever achieve. 


‘—Letter in the ‘* News Chronicle.’ 


TIME-AND-A-HALF ON 
SUNDAYS 


(Continued from preceding page) 


best course was to create a demand for the 
reform, allow the Executive Committee to 
coerce us into making representations, rely 
on our experience and skill to ensure that 
the Executive’s proposals were what ours 
would have been, warn them that the Council 


would never agree, then make the attempt. | 


If we failed, we should be able to reprove the 
Executive Committee for having, against our 


position of making an unsuccessful approach 
to the Council. If we succeeded, it would 
appear a triumph of negotiation and impress 
the members much more than if we presented 
the concession to them casually as just a little 
something we had accomplished in our spare 
time. : 
The first step, then, was to stimulate a 
movement against unpaid overtime, and the 
Clerk has seen to it that for several days no 
member of the staff has been allowed to get 
away before 10.5 p.m.—just too late every 
night. One or two of the bolder spirits are 
already making mild or bitter complaints, 
according to taste and temperament; and when 
they find that henceforward évéryone is to 
work ail Saturday and Sunday somebody is 
sure to make a respectful protest to the Clerk 
himself. A blunt rebuff from the Clerk should 
make our next Executive Committee an 
indignation meeting, and set the stage for our 
next operation according to plan. 
There is something fascinating to me about 
the way in which our small ideas move step 
by step with an awful inevitability to a resound- 
ing climax which has its repercussions right 
through NALGO, and thus throughout 
the local government of the nation. Once 
again, we have set on foot a project of such 
magnitude that no one can foresee what sweep- 
ing changes it may bring in areas far removed 
from our own. My regular reader (I hope his 


corns are better now) must possess his soul in 


patience until I can again report develop- 
ments. In the meantime, be assured the affair 
is in good hands, and we are in good heart. 
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| Obvious 


: 


| Hitler’s Dictionary 

It is well that those in authority are wise | 
enough not to employ any Gestapo -like | 
methods for banishing the British dog from | 


Eternity : 


| a period varying from three to 
Six weeks. 


* * * 


Story with a Moral 
A German prisoner captured 


when he was seen to be laughing. 
you laughing ? ’’ asked the officer. 


held by the guard. ‘* What is funny about 
that ?°’ enquired the officer. ‘* We have 
given them up, except for ceremonial pur- 
poses,’’ explained the German. 


% * * 


** I can’t think why he married that flippant 
little Miss Giggle.’’ 
*" He says he likes a short wife and a gay 
one.’ 
* * » 


Simple 


Wing Commander with the D.S.O., D.F.C. 


cadets how to shoot down a Hun? He said: 


**T get into my aircraft, I find a Hun, I get | 
That has | 


him into my sights and I squirt. 
taken exactly. ten seconds to tell you. 
questions, gentlemen ? ”’ 
—Charles Graves in ‘* The Daily Mail.’’ 
te * * 
You're Telling Us 
** The head stops growing even before the 


Any 


‘rest of the body.”’ | 
advice, placed the branch in the unhappy > 


—Scientist in a Sunday paper. 
* * 
Politeness 
It was impressed on Eustace, day and night, 
That the first rule of life is ** Be polite.’’ 
When first he saw the wart-hog at the Zoo, 
He cried, ‘* My dear Aunt Mabel, how d’you 
G0 3 Are, 
— Maurice Lane-Norcott. 
% * °K 


Are We, Too, Blameless? 

Mr. Churchill recently reminded civil ser- 
vants of the need for brevity. 

I call his reminder to the attention of the 
Air Ministry official who in an advertisement 
to-day says that applicants for posts as civilian 
Morse instructors ‘‘ may be reimbursed the 
cost of third-class locomotion expenses.”’ 

—** Evening Standard. 
* * * 
Local Government Postbag 

Dear Sir,—We have just had our extension 
pieces fixed and the shelter is now rather damp. 

I have just had a new baby and would like it 


cemented. . : 
Yours faithfully, 
= i 


be 


An Astor Story 

Lady Astor used to tell a story of Mrs. 
Fisher at a reception for women social workers. 
Like Rotarians, all wore badges describing their 
social interest. 


** I saw a young Tory M.P. approach Mrs. | 


Fisher and then shy away,’” said Lady Astor. 


Her badge announced simply: ‘ Unmarried 
3 7 | foreign accent,’’ 


mother.’ ’’ | ; 


in Great | 
Britain was being led away under armed guard, | 
** Why are | 
) ‘* At that | 
thing,’’ said the prisoner, pointing to the rifle | 


'a man who claimed exemption. 
Have you heard the true story about the | 
_ raised another, though he made no claim on 
and Bar, who was asked to explain in ten | 
minutes to a gathering of, Royal Air Force | 


Young Hopeful ! 

Wanted by young gentleman, young lady 
desiring to evacuate; bungalow near New- 
bury.—Advt. in ‘‘ The Lady ”’ 

* * 
Making it Plain 

Witness: ** I was in the can at the time. 

Judge: You mean you were in durance vile 
—incarcerated in a detention place for trans- 
gressors. Is that what you mean? 

Witness: No, judge, that’s what you mean. 
What I mean is, I was in the can.’’ 

7 * 
The Honest Man 
The Tribunal had made no headway with 
As fast as 
they knocked down one fantastic objection he 


the ground of conscience. 


At last the chairman lost patience. ‘*‘ Look 


' here,’’ he said, ‘* I’m not satisfied with your 


reasons for objecting. Now be frank. 
is the real reason ? ”’ 
-** Well,’’ said the man, °** who wants to be 


a soldier while this —— war’s on? ”’ 


* * 

Safety First 

Overheard in a shelter. Agitated shelterer 
walks up and down, instead of lying down. 

Warden:- °** Hi,: mate, turn in. You’re 
quite safe down here.’”’ 

Agitated shelterer: ‘*‘ Perhaps so, but it’s 
more difficult to hit a moving target.’’ 


What 


+ 7 * 
The Oracle Speaks 
What is clear beyond question is that the 
immediate foreground is obscure. 
—Article in ** The Daily Telegraph.”’ 
* * 


In Scotland Now 

** Me accompany you?’’ a hopeful sol- 
dier’s voice enquired of two Glasgow girls 
returning one night from their work. 

** No!’ they replied. But he trotted by 


their side, repeating persuasively, ** Me accom- 
pany you ? ** 
‘* Are you French ? ’’ asked one of the girls. 


-“*No!’’ he said. Nor, in reply to further 


questions, was he Dutch, Belgian, Norwegian, 
Polish, or Czech. 

* The truth is,’’ he confessed at last, ** ah 
come frae Kirriemuir. But the lassies’ll no 
look at ye these days unless ye speak wi’ a 


“WNALGO ROLL OF HONOUR 


Military Civilian 


KILLED 


Asser, Signaller T. W., R.C.S., 20, borough 
engineer and surveyor’s dept., Dagenham. 
Drowned in Middle East. | 

Buttfield, E., R.A.F., West Ham. Returned. 
irom France through Dunkirk—killed in 
air-raid. 

Douglas, Cpl. J., 21, public assistance and 
medical dept., Northumberland C.C. Killed 
in Crete. ; 

*Gower, Gnr. R. O., R.A., surveyor’s dept., 
Bucks C.C. Killed in action. 

*Law, Sat.-Gar. <A. E., R.A.F., borough 
treasurer’s dept, Southport. Killed in 
raids over Germany. 

Lioyd, L./Ac. L. W. H., R.A.F., local taxation 
licences dept., Gloucestershire. Killed in. 
fiving accident. : 

Sanne, Sgt.-Pilot A. W., Coastal Command, | 
R.A.F.V.R., borough treasurer’s dept., 
Wallasey. Killed in flying accident. | 

Tavlor, Set t.-Obs. D. C., R.A.F., borough | 
treasurer’s dept., Morecambe and Heysham. 
Killed in action. 

Tunstall, Sgt.-Gnr. L. B., R.A.F., health dept., | 
Cumberland C.C. Killed in flying accident. | 

bidennad Aircraftsman W. P., treasurer’s dept., 
Cumberland C.C. Died on service. | 


of> 
* 2 
~ 


reviously reported missing. 


| 

MISSING | 

Balden, Major T. J. H., R.E., assistant road | 
surveyor, East Lothian St ee | 

Belton, Set. -Pilot K. C. F., public assistance | 
dept., Lindsey C.C. | 

Booth, H., committee clerk, Billingham. | 
Missing trom H.M. destroyer ** Kelly,’ 
sunk near Greece. 

Brown, Sgt.-Pilot P., R.A.F., county surveyor’s 
office, Gloucestershire. 

Clerke, Cpl. A. B., R.E., borough treasurer's 
dept., Newcastle (Staffs). 

Fillingham, Sgt. Air-Gnr. W. F., library dept., 
Wigan. Missing, presumed killed in action. 

Hunt, Pte. P. E. K., R.A.M.C., public health 
dept., Basingstoke. 

Jones, Cpl. E., R.C.S., collector’s dept., Ebbw 
Vale. Missing whilst serving in Near East. 

Marks, Sgt.-Pilot V. H., R.A.F.V.R., 21, 
education dept., Northampton C.C. 

Meakin, Ord. Sea. H., county accountant’s 
dept., Kent C.C. Missing, believed killed 
on H.M.S. ‘* Hood.’’ 

Reidmuller, Sgt.-Obs. C. C.; R.A.F., clerk’s 
dept., Pembrokeshire C.C. 

Stott, Staff-Sgt. R., R.A.O.C., 22, clerk’s 


dept., Spenborough U.D.C. Missing in 
Middle East. 


Barling, H. J., general clerk, health services 


'|six Distinguished Flying _Medals, one Dis- 


KILLED (in air raids) 
Ball, A. E., motor bus dept., Wallasey. 


dept., Southwark. 


Gordon, Miss L., solarium operator, health 
services dept., Southwark. 


Hill, L., local taxation and licences dept., 
Monmouthshire C.C. 


Irvins, A., clerk’s (A.R.P.) dept., Monmouth- 
shire C.C. 


CRUSADERS FOR 
FREEDOM 


More than 199 members of NALGO 
have made the supreme sacrifice since the 
outbreak of war. According to the details 
supplied to Headquarters : 


142 members serving in the ‘Forces have been 
killed ; 
82 are reported missing ; 
108 are prisoners of war ; and 
44 civilian members have been killed in air 
raids. 
In addition, 25 serving members have re- 
ceived military awards and commendations— 
including three Distinguished Flying Crosses, 


tinguished Service Order, one George Cross, 
four Military Crosses, two Military Medals, 
two George Medals, five Mentions in Des- 
|| patches, and one Special Award. 

These figures, we know, are far from 
complete. Will each branch secretary, there- 
fore, send to Headquarters immediately the 
names and details of any members in his own 
branch who. should be mentioned in the Roll 
of Honour ? 


Morrison, R., city chamberlain’s office, Glas- 
gow. Died as the result of enemy action 
whilst serving at A.F.S. station. 


Woodcock, W. H., chief meter inspector, 
Wallasey. | | 


A LETTER received recently from Sapper M. 

Beevers, a member of the Wombwell 
branch, now in the Royal Engineers, suggests 
a way in which branches and members can 
help their colleagues in the Forces. 

‘* | want,’’ he writes, ‘* to appeal to my 
fellow members for any sports kit they may have 
to spare. Any of the following articles would 
be greatly appreciated : 

Cricket bats, balls, stumps, pads, etc. 


Williams, L.-Cpl. H. G., Corps of Military 
Police, town clerk’s dept., Kensington. 
Missing in Middle East. 

Woolley, Sgt. J. G., bomber-navigator, R.A.F., 
education dept., Worcestershire C.C. 


PRISONERS OF WAR 


Banks, Spr. E. C., R.E., borough surveyor’s 
dept., Leigh. 

Borley, Driver E., Armoured Division Signals, 
education finance dept., Croydon. Prisoner 
in Italy. 

Hadden, Cpl. W. A., Armoured Division Signals, 
finance dept., Croydon. Prisoner in Italy. 
Linley. Pilot-Officer W., R.A.F., electricity 

dept., Grimsby. 

Fennemore, Pte. E., East Surrey Regt., borough 
treasurer’s dept., Southwark. 


Fiddler, L.-Cpl. H., R.A.C., borough treasurer’s 


jit. We will pay the carriage.’’ 


Footballs. 
Boxing gloves. 
Tennis rackets. 


Table tennis gear, and any table games, such 
as draughts, chess, dominoes, etc. 

** We are only a small unit of 30 and we find 
it hard to ask the lads for a subscription every 
week. It has taken us a few months to pay for 
a radio set, but the lads never grumble, they 
pay a few coppers each week and hope for the 

est. 

** The lads work very hard, and often well 
into the evenings; but I can assure you they 
would play hard, too, if only we could get the 
tackle. Send it in any condition, we will mend 


Since it would clearly be unfair to others in 
a similar position were we to ask members 
everywhere to send their spare sports material 
to a single unit, Headquarters has decided to 


dept., Doncaster. “Taken prisoner in 
Middle East. 


attempt to organise a central scheme. Many 


branches will, no doubt, prefer to supply their 


% 


AWARDS FOR MEMBERS 
Military 

MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES 
Arnold, C. B., R.A.F., county architect’s 


dept.. Devon C.C. ‘* For gallant and 
distinguished services.”’ 


Civilian 
M.B.E. (civil division) 
Chief Officer John Smith, Dagenham fire 
brigade. 
BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL 


Second-Officer A. E. Jones, Dagenham fire 
brigade. 


During an air attack, the fire brigade had to: 


deal with one major conflagration and 
several big fires. Chief Officer Smith was 
buried and injured by an explosion at one 
of the fires, but remained in charge of the 
fire until it was extinguished, showing 
conspicuous coolness, ability, leadership, 
and courage under constant bombing and 
machine-gunning, in organising his own 
brigade and others sent in to help. He 
prevented the spread of the fire and thereby 
total destruction of the plant involved. 


At the same incident, Second-Officer Jones 
showed conspicuous courage and _ leader- 
ship, particularly in organising water sup- 
plies on the south side of the plant, position- 
ing crews and jets, and thus enabling a 
vast amount of machinery and stock to be 
saved. 


Later, both officers attended a fire at a chemical 
works, where the situation was complicated 
by the explosion of chemicals, giving off 
toxic fumes and making the use of water 
impossible. The glare lit up the factory, 
creating great danger of further bombing, 
until Mr. Jones shut off the glare with sheets 
of asbestos. While this work was in pro- 
gress, a 500-Ib. cylinder of compressed 
ammonia exploded; creating the effect of a 
gas attack. Mr. Jones was blown to the 
ground, blinded, and severely burned on the 
face and hands. He crawled out of the 
debris and was taken to hospital, tem- 
porarily blinded and dangerously ill. Mr. 
Smith and other officers finally extinguished 
the fire with cement. 


SPORTS KIT FOR THE WARRIORS 


own members themselves—as some are doing 

already—while others may be unable to do this, 

or may have too little material available to do it 
adequately. We suggest, therefore, as an 
experiment : 

1. That members in the Forces who would like 
sports material should write to their branch 
secretaries, stating the size of thé unit 
concerned and its urgent needs ; 

2. That branches should themselves supply the 
material as far as possible, but that, where 
they cannot do this, the secretaries should 
pass on the requests received to Head- 
quarters. 

3. That branches and individual members 
should send all the material they can spare, 
and which is not required for their own 
serving colleagues, to the General Secretary, 
NALG O Centre, Croyde, Braunton, North 

_ Devon. 

This scheme should ensure the fullest and 
most economical use of the material available. 
Since the amount needed is likely to be sub- 
stantial, we appeal urgently to all branches to 
send as much as they can immediately to the 
Headquarters pool. It would be advisable for 
all branches with only a small amount available 
to do this, since it would clearly be wasteful 
were a branch able to supply, say, only half a 
dozen draughts sets or a couple of footballs, to 
retain these indefinitely while awaiting requests 
from its own members, who may want tennis 
rackets or cricket bats. 
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‘Interesting. ( 
- Sometimes, however, it would seem that lack of 


See 


~*©* Jumbo, 


-layout, 
‘PircHFORTH for the Colchester and district 


reform of local government. 


Branch Magazines 


IN one way, the enforced economy in the 
~ - use of paper for branch magazines has 
proved an advantage. The need to make the 
most of limited space has compelled editors 


‘to -prune articles and stories more severely, 


with the result that they are crisper and more 
* Space-filling > is now unknown. 


space has driven editors back to the ** report ”’ 


Owing to his transfer to the Royal 
Armoured Corps, this:is, for the time being, 
the last of the many articles on N ALGO 
branch magazines to ‘be contributed by 
NORMAN -H. ROGERS, for some years 
editor of ‘** Calling Croydon,’’ who has - 
been responsible for this feature since it 
was started nearly three years ago. We 
intend to continue the feature. — Until a 
successor to Mr. Rogers is found, will 
editors and would-be-editors of branch 
magazines please send their journals and 
their queries to the editor, LOCAL GOVERN- 
MENT SERVICE, 192, Edgwarebury Lane, 
Edgware, Middlesex ? 


method of recording—the type of article which 
reads: °° It was reported that. .... It was 
decided to..... The following proposi- 
*» This is a pity from the literary 
point of view, for excellent ‘* stories *’ taking 
even less space can be built round a report and 
an intensely interesting and readable summary 
obtained. 

A good example of this is provided in the 
June number of Calling Croydon, now under 


the joint editorship of. STUART READY and’* 


Les.tie Morir. Under the heading of ‘* Senatoris 
Croydamus,’’ one contributor deals with the 
activities of the branch service conditions 
committee in a pleasantly intelligent manner, 
combining with cunning penmanship a com- 
plete report on each question of note with a 
piquant dressing of narration which trans- 
forms the whole from bald reporting to well- 
groomed literature. 

Like ‘* Calling Croydon,’’ Bradford’s 
Quarterly Review flourishes under joint editor- 
ship. Editors H. M. Storey and T. W. 
MARRIOTT have used their spring number as 
a general “ kick-in-the-pants’’ edition. The 
Benevolent and Orphan Fund is ‘‘ pushed ”’ ; 
under the heading of ‘* Apathy °’ (how often 
we hear that word about N ALGO !) the 
‘Ordinary member is given strong. hints on how 
he should act as a staunch Nalgoite, whilst 
>’ a temporary member of the staff, 
makes a fine contribution in ‘* Elephants’ 
Graveyard.’’ ‘* Jumbo ”’ is only one of the 
thousands of our war-time colleagues possess- 
ing the talent and literary ability upon which 
editors can depend to keep their journals 
going. - During the war, new ground must be 
put over to cultivation in the agricultural 
sense. Likewise, branch journalism. 

“A theme which provides infinite scope for 
the dreamer, the thinker, and the reformer, 
ai®i which also should provide a rich article 
harvest for the branch editor, is the °‘ after- 
the-war ’’ position.. Editor M. J. Mixes, of 
Coventry’s Camera Principis, was one of the 


‘first to realise the possibilities of the. idea. 


Through his pages, the subject has been de- 
veloped on an argumentative basis—one scheme 


‘ for the post-war finance of Coventry being 


followed by an article of criticism and further 
argument. 

The Raven, a duplicated journal of high 
excellence in all its aspects, literature, art, 
and production, edited by — 2A, 


also includes a leading article on the 
For war-time, 
the editor has introduced a happy streak of 


- 


— 


_Improvements in 


| 


humour through the pages and the whole 
tone of the journal indicates that much care 
and thought has been put into it. 

In all the journals still being issued, con- 
spicuous by its absence is the subject of possible 
local government service 
during war-time. Here is a subject which 
might warrant the attention of editors. Eco- 
nomy, untrained staff, diminution of services, 
local finances, and so on are all burning 
questions of the day. They are immediate 
problems upon which municipal Officers, by 


virtue of their local knowledge, should have 
useful views. 


Another series of articles which might well 

_be introduced is one for war-time staff speci- | | 
| fically—‘* background ”’ 
recruit to the service comes in from the com- | 
He probably knows nothing | 
Introductory | 
articles Showing. briefly the development, of | 


articles. 


mercial world. 


of local government history.. 


his department, indicating the part which he 


‘1S now playing, or telling him what books can 


be read on the subject, would probably be 
welcomed. Although the war-time worker no 
doubt regards his service in local government 
as being, in the first place, merely bread- 
winning, every effort should be made through 
branch journals to make him feel of the staff, 
not just on the staff; to inculcate the spirit 
of service, 
traditions for which N A L G O has, for 
many years, been striving. The branch, 
through its journal, might even arrange in- 
formal week-end schools for the new staff. 
Temporary officers should also be encouraged 
to contribute articles on their ideas for im- 
provements in the service. 

A first-rate example of a similar idea is 
provided by the Herts Nalgo News Letter, 


editor P. J. SCRIMSHIRE, which devotes the | 


whole of an enlarged July number to the local 
government nursing services. There are bright, 
authoritative. articles, each by the appropriate 


chief officer, on every branch of the ‘nursing 


service, and at the end the branch secretary, 
E. E. ASHMAN, drives home the moral by 
pointing out what N ALGO offers to nurses. 
The whole publication will be invaluable to 
girls thinking of taking up nursing—it deserves 
reprinting on that ground alone—and of course 
it is excellent propaganda. 

The Southwark Staff Magazine, edited by 
E. A. CrLark (April edition), and sold.in aid 


of the Benevolent and Orphan Fund, opens tn | 


a despondent vein which entirely belies the 
excellence of its contents. Be not discouraged, 
Mr. Clark ; that ‘** the few—a very few ”’ do 
send in unsolicited contributions indicates that 
the spark of life is still extant ; such a spark 
in a hayrick would produce a huge fire and 
who knows that such a fire might not start 
in the literary hayrick of Southwark. Keep 
going—you’re doing fine work, and remember, 
it’s better to burst out at intervals than not 
at all. You can always ‘‘ lift ’’ articles. from 
other branch magazines and use the Ministry 
of Information articles, which ‘are quite good. 
Get in touch with N A L G O’s Public Rela- 
tions Officer, who will be able to help you 
there and in other ways. 

The Guildhall Gazette (Middlesex County 
Officers), under anonymous joint editorship, 
was re-published in April with all its old gusto 
and verve. The fact that there are approxi- 
mately 1,700 county council employees in the 
Forces, demonstrates the need for the journal. 
We are glad to see that the series, ‘‘ At the 
Sign of the Three Leaves,’’ continues. 

The following journals are acknowledged : 
In and Out (Ealing), edited by S. M. 

KENNY—‘* News from the Forces’’ is a 

good feature, other journals please copy ! 


At Your Service (Doncaster)—reduced in size 
‘hut fnll of information, 


The new | 


and to impress upon him the | 


' Guild Journal 


¥ 2 


By Norman Rogers | 


‘THEY'RE FEW—BUT THEYRE GOOD 
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have 


‘| don't feel safe these days unless | 
several floors above me.’’ 


Guild Journal (Manchester)— May editoria! on 
‘* What is Wrong with NALGO’ 


” Sug- 
gests introspection in the branch itself. 
States, “* the time is approaching when 
we must don our thinking caps. Why not 


let the journal cap the lot ? 

(Sheffield) — has amended its 
cover design so that it does not, at first 
sight, appear to be the Manchester mouth- 
piece. 

Somerset Scribbler—as bright and interesting 
as, its first issue, which means much in these 
days. 

South Shields News Letter—Every branch 
should obtain a copy of this and emulate it. 
It meets the need of members in the Forces 
admirably. 

Deptford News—Secretary A. S. Lidington’s 
monthly effusion which, like the South 
Shields letter, must be a ‘* godsend ’’ to 
the members in the Forces. 

** All Swell ’’ (Camberwell)—edited by Davip 
LEGGATT—to which the remarks’ anent 
South Shields and Deptford apply with 
equal force. 


All about the Cow 


On the assurance of the secretary of the 
Gloucestershire. branch that it is genuine and 
untouched by more sophisticated hands, we print 
this delightful essay by a boy of ten evacuated 


| from Bristol to Somerset. 


BEASTS AND BIRDS 

The bird I am going to write about is the 
Owl. The Owl cannot see at all in the day- 
time, and at night it is as blind as a_-Bat. I 
do not know much about the Owl, so [ will 
go on to the beast which I am going to choose. 

It is the cow. Thé cow is a mamal and it 
is tame. It has six sides, right, left, fore, back, 
and upper and below. 

At the back it has a tail on which hangs a 
brush. With this it sends the flies away so 
that they will not fall into the milk. The 
head is for the purposes of growing horns 
and so that the mouth can be somewhere. 
The horns are to butt with. The mouth -is 
to moo with. Under the cow hangs the milk. 
It is arranged for milking. When people 
milk, the milk comes and there is never an 
end to the supply. How the cow does it I 
have not yet realised, but it makes more and 
more. The cow has a fine sense of smell. 
One can smell it far-away. This. is the reason 
for the fresh air in the country. The man cow 
is called an ox but what it eats it eats twice 
so that it gets enough. When it is hungry 
it moos and when it says nothing it is because 
its inside is full up of grass, 
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A STRONGER NALGO. 


The District Committee. 


I AM interested in the suggested reforms, 
particularly those concerning district 
committees, which have emerged from the 
question ‘* What is wrong with NALGO?”’ 
If it is true that district committees tend to be 
little more than debating societies, how will 
they become different by appointing *‘a policy 
sub-committee to consider’’ or devoting *‘at 
least two meetings to the discussion, etc.’ ? 


I agree that district committees have a vital | 


— - - 


——— 


part to play in the future development of | 


NALGO, but am more concerned with 
their authority. With one important exception, 
district committees, at present, are largely 


outside the mainstream of NA LG O activity : | 


the exception being the machinery of provincial 
Whitley councils. The growth of provincial 
Whitley councils is having considerable effect 
on salaries and service conditions, and no 
small power is now in the hands of district 
committee members who sit on the staff side. 
But, for example, has the committee the power 
to insist upon branches in the area taking the 
necessary action to implement the decisions of 
the council or to further its policy ? ‘‘Critic”’ 


concerning salaries and service conditions, and 


duthority on these subjects. 
specifically mention Whitleyism in the district 
committee programme, but I assume it comes 
within the “‘two-way co-ordinating channel. ’’ 
‘*We (whoever ‘‘we’’ may be) commend 
his views to the close study of district com- 
mittees, branches and individual members.’’ 
What happens then? It is unfortunate that 
the N.E.C. vetoed any sort of conference this 
year. Other organisations appear to have 
carried on their business as ysual. An imme- 
diate conference of representatives of district 
committees might be the means of obtaining a 
general opinion of some of the main problems 
that exist and would be one way of starting 
hoy. 
Town Hall, 
Wolverhampton. 


H. R. JONES. 


Electing The N.E.C. 


** Critic’s °’ ‘* immediate programme’’ in 
your July issue includes a paragraph on N.E.C. 
reform : 

*°All N.E.C. elections in future to be 
entirely in the hands of district committees, 
which shall themselves nominate and elect 
candidates by a method to be determined 
by the association as a whole at the next 
annual conference, and designed to secure 
the fairest possible representation.’’ (My 
italics.) 

This item seems to arise from a brief sugges- 
tion I made. in the April issue. Perhaps I had 
better elaborate the point and say that 
nominations to the N.E.C. should continue 
to be made, as now, by branches. What I 
want is reform of the method of election to 
the N.E.C. This can be simply achieved by a 
card vote of branch representatives on the 
district committee—a branch’s votes being 
arithmetically apportioned amongst its repre- 
sentatives. | 

Distinct gains for NA LGO would derive 
from this reform, quite apart from the sub- 
stantial saving in the cost of an election as now 
run. Firstly, the bright young men of a 
district committee, who are nevertheless com- 
paratively unknown outside district com- 
mittee walls, would stand a much better chance 
of election. 

In one guise or another the problem is posed 
annually at conference (and is invariably 
unsolved) for various sorts of direct sectional 
representation on the N.E.C. You remember 


| the Erehwonian concept advocated by Rogers, 


Suggests the automatic transfer to the N.E.C-. | i i has 
of the present branch autonomy in matters | of association affairs and replaced by repre 
sentation. 

for the N.E.C. to have the final and overriding | Council House, 


He does not | 


the propositions, Mr. Editor—so many places 
for men under 30, so many N.E.C. seats for 
members with less than £200 salary—and so 
on. The method I suggest is the democratic 
solution to this problem. 3 

A further advantage is that there would at 
least be a sense of responsibility on the actual 
casting of votes. Moreover, this reform would 


READERS’ FORUM 


July seems to have been ‘a good 
month for correspondence,’’ as the 
astrologers would say, and, despite 
vigorous pruning, many letters have | 
again had to be held over. So far as 
possible, they will be published in the 
September journal—further contribu- 
tions for which must reach the Editor, 
192 Edgwarebury Lane, Edgware, 
Middlesex, not later than August 14. 
And PLEASE KEEP THEM SHORT! 


encourage competition for places as branch 

representatives on the district committee. 
There never will exist *‘a commission of 

competent constructive critics of the N.E.C.,’’ 


until the principle of delegation is rooted out 


T. W. MASLEN. 
Coventry. 


‘** Critic’’ did mention Mr, Maslen’s proposal 
as detailed above, but pointed out that a card 
vote might give undue weight to the hig branches, 
enabling them in some areas invariably to 
secure the election of their nominees, and thereby 
virtually disfranchising the smaller branches. 
It was to avoid this danger that 
suggested **some more equitable system of 
proportional representation.”’ 


‘“N ALGO is what we are” 


I AM not going to enter into a detailed 

criticism of ‘°° Critic’s’’ ‘* Blueprint,’’ 
partly because some of his ideas are so sound 
and partly because a just analysis would 
occupy more space than his article. 

My approach to the subject is quite different 
from his, for, whereas he started with the 
premise that there is a lot wrong with 
NALGO, I find myself on the side of my 
old friend, Tom Metcalfe of Brighton, though, 
being a southerner, I should not use his 
expression. 

I think that we, and particularly those of 
us who like to criticise the Association, must 
realise that NALGO is not only what we 
make it, but what we are. It follows that a 
little introspection will not do us any harm. 
What do we find? Apathy? Lack of 
imagination? Absence of direction? Yes! 
all of these. Next, we should ask ourselves : 
** What do we want of NALGO?’’ and 
when we have made up our minds about that 
we must develop our own outlook before 
attempting to replan NALG O. 

Can we blame those fiascos called confer- 
ences at Margate and Blackpool? To my 
mind; those were two culminating examples 
of the three defects mentioned above. Oh, 
those stamping feet !—how they show us up 
in all our ugly intolerance ! And those long 
wearisome speeches which produced that 
uncivilised war-dance ! 

One aspect of the controversy, the suggested 
exclusion of chief officers is, to my mind, a 
wild and irresponsible idea. Let those who 
advocate it look back into the Association’s 
history and recall such names as Johnson, 
Marsden, Abboit, Lloyd, Lord, Garrard, and 
hundreds of others, in branch and district 
committee, who have been and are such stal- 


wart pillars of NALGO and whose names | 


will be for ever engraved in the historical 
record, : 


‘Critic’? 


The supporters of exclusion might well 
remember the late Sir Dan Godfrey’s address 
at Bournemouth in 1927 on this subject. 

If NALGO is to become a strong trade 
union, or a strong anything else, chief officers 
must not be left out. Neither is affiliation 
to the T.U.C.. essential to achieve this—a 
national system of Whitley councils, embracing 
every branch in the country is far more im- 
portant for our purpose. 

If we want a thing badly enough we can get 
it; but first of all we must want it. And this 
means work for all and not a few. 


Hastings. F. A. BRISTOW, 


** Select Committee’ Urged 


THE apathy of the rank and file of our 

association is appalling. It is not a 
recent development, but was evident before 
the war. What is the reason ? 

In my view, it is because representation is not 
proportional, in accordance with the growth of 
the association. The fault lies with the 
members. It is their duty to alter representa- 
tion as occasion demands. It must be altered 
if N ALG O is to go forward and attain the 
desired 100 per cent membership.- Every 
member must pull his weight and not leave the 
work to a few willing horses as in the past, 


gruntled. 

I remember when, as a local correspondent, 
I tried to get to the bottom of the question 
| of what was wrong with NALGO and also 
the local association. I sent a circular letter 
to more than 100 members in my area, 
asking each to give me his confidential opinion 
and to suggest what action should be taken. 
Did I get any replies? No, not one! One 
could only assume that nothing was wrong— 
although I knew that much was wrong and 
that, as their . conversations showed, the 
members knew, too. 


The policy and organisation of NALGO, 
in my opinion, need a thorough overhaul— 
the sooner the better. In saying this I do not 
wish members of the N.E.C. to think that I 
belittle their. really hard work for the good of 
the association. 


My suggestion is that now, not later, is the 
time to appoint a ‘* select committee ’’ con- 
sisting, say, of three members of the N.E.C., 
and four independent men of sound judgment 
and qualified experience, one of the latter 
to be chairman, to go thoroughly into the 
question of NALGO’s organisation and 
policy, and to make a special report, with 
recommendations. This report should then 
be circulated to every member of the associa- 
tion, who should be asked to decide by ballot 
on the recommendations put forward, and the 
result should be considered at a national 
conference. 


Here are a few things that the ‘* select 
committee ’’ might tackle : 


1. National, local, and area organisation, 
including re-organisation of district com- 
mittees. 

2. Satisfactory proportional representa- 
tion on all committees of all grades of the 
association ’s members. 

3. Present and post-war policy of the 
association, including revision of rules, in- 
crease and decrease in the rates of subscrifp- 
tions, and measures to ensure that everyone 
is a member of the Benevolent and Orphan 


ey 


Fund—an essential to-day. 


** BLUNT YORKSHIRE TYKE ”’ 
(A former area local correspondent.) 


NALGO AND POLITICS 

** Cannot Plan in a Vacuum ” 
SOME ‘weeks ago, we decided to liven up 
ment by posting a provocative notice on the 


board asking all and suhdry whether they 
‘thought NALGO was dead or alive, and 


and then wonder why he has become dis- . 


the interest in N ALGO in our depart- 


tite!) ib NNR OE ic OTERO LE. PES AVE LIORG Dasensibice 


RN a Ne 


Pe aS 


a alia ‘oh naa mate 8 


answering our question by informing members 
that it would be just as dead or alive as they 
made it. | 

The answer to this. question nationally has 
been supplied by the vigorous articles which 
have appeared in LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE, 
especially lately. 

There is, however, one point at which all 
seem to quake quite unnecessarily or squeeze 
past as if it had wet paint on it; that is the 
question of politics entering intoa NALGO 
discussion. As trade unionists, we cannot 
afford to take this attitude—living and making 
our plans for the future in a vacuum. Politics 
entered into the question of affiliation to the 
T.U.C.—it enters into every question, since it 
is politics; combined with economics, without 


which the word is meaningless, which sets up | 


ee 


the conditions against which trade unions have | 


to guard their members. 
quarters are continually on the watch for any 
point detrimental to the service which may be 
contained in bills coming up for Parliament’s 
attention. ‘Trade unions were first conceived 


NALGO Head-. 


in the stormy seas of political economy to 


enforce the collective bargaining of labour 
and were born, not by the kindly cffices of some 
Supreme Being, but in spite of every force 
which could be brought to bear against them 
by the political machine. The strike clause, 


the basic weapon of trade unions—the right | 


of men and women to withdraw their labour— 


causes unnecessary perspiring about the collar | 
Like quarrels, it takes two | 


in some quarters. 
to make a strike. However, we are told that 
this clause is no longer necessary in these 
civilised days when consultation between 
employers and employees is more and more 


coming to be the method of procedure. 


In endeavouring to lay down plans for the 
future, we cannot afford, as trade unionists, to 


does not exist ; to bury our heads in the sand 
and take it for granted that NALGO will 
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be able to plan the future of local government. | 


It is by no means certain today what: the 


functions of trade unions will be after the war. | 


They may take on considerably more re- 
sponsibilities and powers—or they may not. 
Government spokesmen have mentioned 
figures of 7,000,000 unemployed after the war, 
in which event, taking into account the econo- 
mic chaos which such a figure would portray, 
it is hardly likely to be an era of progressive 
reconstruction. It is urged in press editorials 
that the present system of surrender of privi- 
leges and rights should be continued after the 
war. Many rights. have been surrendered 
and, if trade unions are not vigilant, will con- 
tinue to be surrendered. Government spokes- 
men have stated that it is not intended to hold 
elections until three years after the war. Does 
this savour of a programme of progressive 
reconstruction or does it smell of some attempt 
to consolidate the present state of things ? 
As trade unionists, we dare not leave these 
things to chance, but must make sure now 
of a firm basis on which we, as men and women 
who know the job, can plan the reconstruction 
of the local government system. To do this, 
we can no longer view NALGO as a snug 
little island. Whatever happens to other trade 
unions will happen to NALGO. An 
example of the attitude to trade unions which 
is already creeping in was demonstrated at 
the Labour Party conference, where the most 
elementary rights of delegates were taken from 
them by executive action, in spite of protests 
from delegates that the proceedings were like 
those of Hitler in the Reichstag ! 


On the other side of the picture, we see a 
growing movement to which union after 


_union is giving its support—the people’s con- 
vention movement, regarding which a letter 


appeared in LOCAL’ GOVERNMENT SERVICE a 
few months ago. This movement has _§pro- 
duced a programme which deals with the 
immediate questions of the day, with the 
accepted socialist method of obtaining peace, 


and includes the. restoration, safeguarding 


and extension of all trade union rights, also ' 


with enforcing the emergency powers to take 
over the banks, land, transport, etc. These 


two points are of great importance to all trade | 


unionists, but 
NALGO. 
these main industries, the possibilities and 


responsibilities of NALGO will be enor- 


especially to members 
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mously increased. It is, therefore, 


the 
issues at stake and to play their part to ensure 


conditions under which we can plan for better | 


local government. 
It would appear that no delegate attended 


the first meeting of the convention to report 


back to members of NALGO, but an- 
nouncements in the press state that the second 
session 1s to be held in London on August 
30-31. Bearing all these points in mind, 
therefore, local 
should be encouraged to send a delegate to the 
recall meeting, since the whole structure of our 
organisation may be altered by the march of 
events. 
J. N. SIMS. 


WALTER E. E. BARHAM. 
(Members of executive committee, 
Hastings branch.) 


LAND NATIONALISATION 
N.E.C. Policy Criticised 


Hastings. 
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of the N.E.C., like members of Parliament 


_and of local authorities, are elected by their 
ibers Of | constituents to represent and act for them and 
In the event of nationalisation of | 


once elected, must be trusted to do that. subject . 
to the influence of free criticism and the right 
of the constituents to replace them at the next 
election. Members are freely entitled to 


criticise the N.E.C., but they are not entitled to 


Ne Ee 


attempt to take into their own hands the respen- 
sibilities and authority thev vested in it. 
Desirable as such ‘* government by the people ”’ 
might be in theory, in practice it would be 
merely mob rule and chaos. 


EQUAL PAY FOR WOMEN 
Would Maintain Male Standards 


ii seems to me that ** Hassock *’ is drawing a 
red herring across the trail of those who 
are endeavouring to maintain a decent standard 


of living not only for the much- maligned 


female, but also for the resentful and superior 


male. 


Given the same status as men, paid on the 


| Same scale, and expected to do the same work, 


' their jobs. 
_the women of whom *‘ 


the majority of women are capable, efficient. 
and prepared to accept full responsibility for 
Such treatment would efiminate 
Hassock *” complains, 
since no employer, be he local government 


officer or commercial manager, would be pre- 


pared to keep inefficient and unconscientious 
labour on these terms, however susceptible to 


_female charms he may be, and those women 
who, taking their work seriously, make it a 
career, would be thankful to have the labour 
| market freed from the unfair competition of 


vitally | 
tO | necessary for members to understand 
pretend that the other half of the question | 


these ‘* pin-money ”’ parasites. 

On the other hand, the standard of salaries 
for men would also be maintained. This is a 
serious consideration, affecting both sexes, 
particularly relating to post-war conditions. 
There are numerous emplovers who would not 
scruple to continue to employ female labour 
if it were cheaper. Consequently, the wage 
standard for male labour would be lowered, and 
wives, of necessity, would be compelled to 


work in order to supplement their husband’s 


committees. of NALGO_ 


income, thus, by competition forcing single 


| giris to lower their standard of salaries, and 


] WISH to register a strong protest against | 
the action of the N.E.C. in forwarding, | 


in the name of NA LG O,a scheme of post-war | 


reconstruction which includes nationalisation 
of all land. We are, or are supposed to be, a 
democratic body and yet in such an importaft 
matter the members were not consulted. The 
scheme, therefore, which was put forward, 
was that of the executive council only and, in 
my opinion, until the members are able to 


express the views of NALGO. 

I am forwarding a copy of this letter to 
Lord Reith and to the Member of Parliament 
for this Division, to endeavour to make it 
clear that the members of the Association 
were given no opportunity of expressing their 
opinion upon the Scheme as submitted. 
i12, North Road, P. J. SCRIMSHIRE. 

Hertford. 


Acceptance of Mr. Scrimshire’s interpreta- 
tion of democracy would make the system 
unworkable. Does the Government consult the 
electors upon every decision it makes? Does a 
local authority consult the ratepayers upon all 
its actions? Of course they don’t. Members 


| 


the ever widening vicious circie would be 
created, as it was after 1918. Equal scales of 
pay for men and women must produce higher 
standards of efficiency, less competition for 
both men and single girls, since the majority 
of married women prefer to stay at home if 
they can afford to do so, and, consequently 
less unemployment. 

Wherefore, | would suggest that ‘°° Has- 
sock ’’ allows his sense of fatr play to both 
sexes to over-rule his resentment against-a 
minority (also of bath sexes) who are taking 
advantage of abnormal conditions. 

Town Hall, L. M. HOW. 
Bethnal Green, E.2. 


Problem of Responsibilities 


ie FQUAL pay for equal work “1s a good 
slogan—concise, succinct, apt, down- 
right and seemingly logical and almost provable. 


But life is not founded on slogans, and even 
express their views on it, cannot be taken to. 


if it were, I suggest that a better motto would 
be ** Equal pay for equal responsibilities.’’ 
By responsibilities | do not mean only the 
immediate responsibilities of the work in 
which the persons concerned are engaged, 
but would give the term a much wider signifi- 
cance. Men generally (though not invariably), 
have more responsibilities than women—or, 
at any rate, the constitution of our social life 
implies that they will have—and the greatest 
of these is that they are expected to provide 
for a wife and family. It is no adequate reply 
to say that all men do not have this responsi- 
bility, or. that some women have almost 
equally onerous obligations. 

Condensed, the case may be put in two 
statements : | 
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If women are paid less than men for doing 
a similar job, it will tend to sweating, 
lowering of wages, and the displacement of 
male labour. . 

If women are paid the same as men, there 


will be a tendency. for several reasons, for | 
3 an external law degree or B.A. (Admin.) in 


men to be preferred. 


A basic difficulty which must be solved | 


before there can be real economic equality 
of the sexes is that wives (or housewives) 
should be entitled to salary in their own right. 


The adoption of such a proposal, revolutionary | 


and mercenary: as it sounds, concurrently with | 


application of the principle of equal pay in | 


similar work, would solve many difficulties, 
including that of women leaving ** good jobs ° 
to take up a wife’s duties on marriage. 

Is there any scientific or other accurate yard- 
stick to determine or assess a person’s working 
worth ? Often, it largely depends on_ the 
strength of a particular union, artisan or pro- 
fessional, quite apart from the intrinsic worth of 
the employment or of the employee. The dis- 
parity of pay between men and women engaged 
in the same class of work is trivial compared 


with the difference of pay between, say, the | 


highest-paid woman professional worker and 
the domestic servant—not to mention the great 
unpaid skilled housewife ; her price, to adopt 
Job’s phraseology, is above rubies. 


PRIMA FACIE. 


BONUS FOR PENSIONERS 
An Urgent Need 


of ** Pro-Equity *’ 
bonus for pensioners to cope with the great 
rise in the cost of living. I agree with him 
when he says that the officials who have 
served local authorities faithfully and loyally 
when salaries were much lower than they are 
to-day, and were retired*on superannuation 
allowances not commensurate with the value 
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of the services they rendered, are now looked | 


upon by Mr. Ernest Brown as negligible. 1 
consider that a minister holding his convictions 
should be removed from h's position, to make 
way for a man of greater intelligence, vision, 
and consistency in dealing with war bonus 
for all sections of the professional and clerical 
staffs of the various local authorities. What 
a crass and nonsensical position it is that 


and the writer must 


5 ‘ 


tions ’’ and how do they 
government appointments °°? I presume he 
means the Law Society, which, of course, is a 
statutory body, just as necessary for the pro- 
tection of the public as is the General Medical 
Council. 

Finally, I would point out that officers who 
have reached matriculation standard can take 


their spare time. 
CAPTAIN. 


TWENTY YEARS AFTER 


—_—— — Eee 
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‘ ; "Why, when | was town clerk of Livermouth 
READ with pleasure the outspoken letter | 


on the much - needed | 


m3 


THE OVERTIME PROBLEM 
‘** Robbing of Members ”’ 


it his reply to my letter in the May journal, on 

overtime, Jack Haworth has overlooked the 
real point. To compare military conditions 
with those of civilians serves no good purpose. 
Everybody appreciates the work of the services, 
remember that the 
N ALGO members who are fighting for a 
fair deal in relation to overtime are working 


in the interests of those who are away. Those 


- left behind are having a trying time, and in 


present staffs, with their enhanced salaries, | 
should be granted war bonuses, while the retired | 
officers are told that it would need legislation | 


to grant such a war bonus to them. 
Could not powers be given to the local 
authorities to grant these bonuses to the retired 
at the same time as to the working officers ? 


i37, Hampton Road., JOHN J. YOUNG 
Southport. 


SOLICITORS AS TOWN CLERKS 
Qualifications Essential 


1 DISAGREE with ‘** Argyll’s ’’ suggestion 

that local authorities should not restrict 
clerkships to solicitors. I have ** had some.’’ 
The usual result is that the authority has to 
pay a retainer of £300-£400 a year to some 
private solicitor, or pay legal costs for con- 
veyancing or litigation which, in peace time, 
far exceed this figure. 

1 suggest that more openings should be 
given to officers, and the remedy here lies 
with the councils, which should encourage 
their qualified clerks to grant Articles to 
promising members of their staffs. 

‘* Argyll °’ must realise that law degrees 
are no substitute for a solicitor’s qualifications, 
and, of course, they carry no rights to practise, 
‘with the ‘result that if unqualified graduates 
are appointed to clerkships, the authorities 
will still have to retain solicitors. 

{ do not understand the last . paragraph 
of his letter. What are ‘‘ private law associa- 


Why ? | 


some instances envy the life of their colleagues | 


who are serving. When Jack Haworth returns, 
he will find that the war bonus he refers to 
does not meet the increased cost of living. 

It is not the pay for overtime that I advocate, 
but the abolition of overtime entirely. It is 
often unnecessary, because of inconsiderate 
chiefs, who seem to like beginning work at 


* monopolise local | 


have passed examinations. If 


to permit of retirement on full pension at 60 
The young men have, I think, been well catered 
for recently, often reaching, after comparatively 
few years and, admittedly, after study and the 
passing of examinations, salaries which the 
older men have reached only after many more 
years of service, although many of them, too, 
+s speed bi 
increases after the present war as it has since 
the last one, it seems probable that the present 
age of 40—at which one is now supposed to 
be ** too old °’—will be reduced. In conse- 
quence, the young men in whose way we older 


ones (many of whom served in the last war, 
'to our general detriment) will presumably 
stand at the conclusion of hostilities, will find 
_ themselves in the way at an even earlier age. 


~_——— 


of development which, 


the end of the day. Shortage of staff is often | 


another cause. Some departments waste large 
sums of money by appointing highly-paid 
officials, but when it comes to the urgent need 
of an extra clerk there is always the cry that 
** we cannot offord one.’’ 

I have often worked long hours of overtime, 
Without receiving a penny for it, but on the 
wages sheets that I prepare for the manual 
workers I make such entries as ** two hours 


overtime at time-and-a-half rate.’’ Why should 


employees who wear black coats be expected 
to give their labours if it is necessary to work 
late? I have never yet heard of professional 
men, such as lawyers, agents, and consulting 
engineers, doing even the smallest service free 
of charge. N A LG O must treat this question 
seriously ; it amounts to the robbing of 
members by councils who want something for 


nothing. 
SURREYITE. 


EARLIER RETIREMENT 


‘*Forty Years Enough” 

Me RE GULATOR,”’’ ‘** Regulator Sup- 
3 porter °’ and W. Parker appear to be 
concerned chiefly. with young men and those 
who did not.enter the service young enough 


: 


There must be a large number of officers 
who entered the service as °° boys °’—say at 
16 or 17—and who will have to serve for over 
40 years, although entitled to retire at 60. 
Many of the older ones who entered about 
those ages will find that, after the strain of 
two big wars and a hectic time in the period 
in many districts, 
followed the last war, they will have had 
enough before they reach 60. I would, there- 
fore, go further than your correspondents and 
suggest that officers should be given the option 
of retiring-on completion of 40 years’ service 
from the age of entry, the years between the 
age of retirement and 60 to be included for 
pension purposes as non-contributory service, 
with the further option of converting to con- 
tributory service by the making of the necessary 
lump-sum payment into the superannuation 
fund. This plan would, I think, serve three 
useful purposes. It would help: 


The young men when they return from 
the Forces : | 

The local authorities financially, and 

Those who have had enough after 40 
years of public service, which, as most of 
us know, is not the easy life that the 
public in general seems to think. 


There may be flaws in my suggestions, but 
if they give somebody an idea which wil! lead 
to an improvement in conditions for any local 
government officers, whatever their age or 
status, the effort will not have been wasted. 


Palmers Green H. C. COISH. 


NALGO HOUSE 
A Member’s Appreciation 


WILL you allow me, through vour columns, 

to pay tribute to the benefit to be derivéd 
by a visit to the Nalgo Convalescent Home, 
Matlock, where I have recently had the privilege 
of staying, along with many other guests from 
many parts of the country. 


I feel that in offering this tribute of thanks, to 
the matron, her staff, and the committee, I am 
but doing them the bare justice to which they 
are entitled. From the minute you arrive to 
the last minute of departure, you feel that you 
have come to a place designed and carried out 
to ensure your complete recovery from whatever 
illness you have suffered. The excellence of 
the food, especially in these days of rationing, 
is a thing to be wondered at, whilst the rooms, 
especially in cold weather, are the last word in 
comfort. Added to these, the beauty. of the 
locality and the cheap means of transport 
to the various points of interest all add to the 
everlasting memory of a visit to NALGO 
House. , 


One so often reads complaints in these 
columns, some of the administration of 
NALGO and its activities, that it is refreshing 
to be able to commend the splendid work of 
the committee which administers to the needs of 
members recovering from sickness. Coupled 
-_ ° ge I would add the Benevolent and Orphan 

und. 
one of the most worthy parts of the association’s 
work. 


Hythe. A W. WATSON. 


I can assure members that this fund. is 
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‘the sports committee. 
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WA LGO Personalities 


S. H. BRODIE JOINS 


THE N.E.C. 


HE name—and, still more, the thunderous 
voice——of S. H. Brodie, who has _ been 


NALGO has 


elected by the Scottish Council as a member of | 


the N.E.C. in succession to Mr. A. G. M. 
Archibald, will be familiar to all who have 


years. 


a 


attended a N A LGO conference in recent | 
They will know him as a staunch and | 


ardent Nalgoite and a “bonny fechter’’ for what- | 


ever cause he champions, chief among which 


are improvement of the position of the ‘* under | 


dogs’’, adequate recognition of Scotland’s 
rights, and the Benevolent and Orphan Fund. 

Though born on the Island of Islay, Mr. 
Brodie went to Glasgow in early youth and is 
now generally regarded 
as a typical Glaswegian. 
He is a member of the 
staff of the City Asses- 
sor’s Department. 

He became secretary 
of the Glasgow branch 
in 1926, a position he 
still holds. About the 
same time, he became a 
member of the Scottish 
district committee, 
where he has taken a 
prominent part in the 
proceedings and- has 
acted as convener of 


S.-H. Brodie 


When the joint in- 
dustrial council was instituted, he was elected 
one of the six representatives of the Association 
on that body. He has been a member of the 
management committee of - the Provident 
Society since 1934 and of the Building Society 
since 1937. 

Today, not only has he the very onerous 
duties of the secretaryship of Glasgow branch, 
but he is also company sergeant major in the 
Home Guard;*a voluntary air raid warden and 
a member of the blood transfusion service. 
Despite these wide interests, however, Scottish 
members everywhere will know that the 
voice that has so often roared ‘‘ agin the 
Government ’’ from the floor of Conference, 
will invigorate that body now that its ewner 
is a member of it. 


Obituary 


FIRST WOMAN MEMBER 
OF THE N.E.C. 


We regret to record the deaths of two 
notable NALGO members—Mrs. G. Franks, 
the first, and for many years the only, woman 
member of the N.E.C.; and Mr. H. A. Lonie, 
vice-president of the St. Helens branch. 

Mrs. Franks, who was chief woman sanitary 
inspector in the maternity and child welfare 
department at Sheffield, entered the service of 
Sheffield Corporation in 1901, was a member 
of the Sheffield Municipal Officers’ Guild from 
its inception in 1910, and sat continuously on 
the executive from 1914 until her retirement 
in 1934. She was elected to the N.E.C. in 1926. 
and retained her seat until she left the service. 
In this capacity she was the leading national 
representative of women in the municipal ser- 
vice and did much to secure better conditions 
and more adequate recognition for her sex. 

Mr. Lonie was a founder-member of the 
St. Helens branch in 1911 and was a member 
of the executive committee from 1919, president 
from 1927 to 1930, and vice-president from 1925 
to 1927 and from. 1936 to the time of his death. 


. He was largely. instrumental in persuading 


adopt, in 1928, the 1922 Superannuation Act. 


the claims of the “ bottom dog.’’ | 


* | 16 years, he has played 
a leading part in its 
| direction 
| the period of its most | 
rapid development—as is evident from the fact | 
= that, when he first took office its membership | 
im was 
to-day. 


| of NA LG O’s work. 
of the district committee from 1930 to 1936, 


RETIREMENT OF 
J. TF. BAKER. 


lost another 

J. T. Baker of Lambeth, whose retire- 
ment from the local government service, 
after 45 years with the Lambeth Vestry and 
borough council, and consequently from the 
N.E.C. and the Metro- 
politan. district com- 
mittée, took effect last 
month. 

Few men have done 
more than he to build 
up the Association 
to its present strength 
and authority, and few 
have, given more time, 
ability, and enthusiasm 
to its work. As a 
member of the Metro- 
politan. district com- 
mittee for 23 years, 
and of the N.E.C. for 


pioneer in 


J. T. Baker 


throughout 


only 12,000, compared with 120,000 | 


His interests have embraced every section | 


He was vice-chairman 


chairman from 1936 to 1939, and vice-president | 


from 1938 until his retirement, 
served on the general purposes, entertainments, 
advisory, Whitleyism, and Benevolent and 
Orphan Fund sub-committees, while he has 
been a member of the London district Whitley 
council for more than 16 years, becoming its 
chairman in 1935. He has served on every 
committee of the National Executive Council, 


three Trustees in 1939. 


His greatest interest, and his most valuable 
service, however, have been in the develop- 
ment of the Nalgo Building Society, of the 
management committee of which he has been 
a member since its formation in 1932, artd 
chairman since 1934. In that period, he has 
seen the Society’s assets increase from nothing 
to nearly £5,000,000, and has, by his wise 
leadership, enabled it safely to ride the storms 
of the first months of the war to the point when 
the advance of mortgages can again be re- 
sumed. For that achievement alone he has 
earned the gratitude of many thousands of 
the Association’s members. 


Warm tribute to Mr. Baker’s outstanding 
services was paid by Mr. P. Ritherdon, deputy 
chairman of the Metropolitan district com- 
mittee, when the committee met on June 19. 
Mr. Ritherdon specially mentioned his cheerful 
sacrifice of leisure, often at much personal 
inconvenience, to carry on his work for the 
Association, his integrity, sincerity, geniality, 
and wisdom in counsel. Mr. A. A. Garrard, 
chairman of the district committee, underlined 
this tribute, and the committee unanimously 
adopted’ a resolution expressing regret at 
Mr. Baker’s retirement, appreciation of his 
services, and hope that he would enjoy a well- 
earned rest. y 


In accordance with the decision of the 
N.E.C., Mr. Baker, while resigning his member- 
ship of the Council, will continue his member- 
ship of the Building Society Committee of 
Management as representative of the Council, 
and will continue to serve as a Trustee until the 
Council has appointed a successor. 


and has also | 


X 


and was appointed one of the Association’s | 


“195 


* 


DIPLOMA IN 


PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION 


The examination for the London Univ. D.P.A. 
can now be taken by candidates who (1) have 
passed or obtained exemption from London 
Matriculation ; or (2) have obtained a School 
Certificate or some recognised equivalert 
qualification and have for two years held an 
approved appointment in a Public Office. 
Attendance at University classes is not neces- 
Sary ; candidates can prepare far the exanr. 
at home in their leisure hours. The Diploma 
is increasing in importance as a qualitication 
for those engaged in local government service. 


W WOLSEY HALL ®& 
& POSTAL COURSES g 


Wolsey Hall prepares candidates for D.P.A. 
Examinations by means of up-to-date 
postal courses drawn up and individually 
conducted by  highly-qualified praduate 
tutors. A Gunirantee is given that in the 
event of failure, tuition wil! he continued 
free of charge. At the 1940 Examination 
(Extension Scheme) 5 of the 6 Wolsey Hall 
Candidates were successful. 


FREE PROSPECTUS 


from the Director of Studies, Dept. RH28, 


UHolsey Hall, Oxford | 


PROPRIETORS: DIPLOMA CORRESPOND 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATIGN 


——— ee — ~ -- — ————— 


SANDBANKS ; 


BOURNEMOUTH , 


——— ee 


bus, 


miles, 


To let any period, detached g-roomed house, all services, 
garage, completely modernised, redecorated. Expen- 
sively ‘furnished, piano, wireless. Help available 
Summer-house highest point. Unusual view Sea 
bathing. Safe area to date. War tercms.- D.B.J., 
‘* Green Trees,’’ Claygate, Surrey. (fslier 1140). 
BOARD-RESIDENCE 
RESIDENTIAL CLUB for young business ladies and 
gentlemen. Terms from 23s/- i cr week 3ed and 
breakfast, evening dinner, full week-ends partial 
board. Billiard-room, lounge, he iy. Bessboroug¢h 
House, 23, Nightingale Lane, Clapham Common, 
S.W.4. BA’ [tersea 6173. Overiooking common and 
tennis courts. Three minutes Clapham South Underground 
Station, 
LITERARY 
WRITE FOR PROFIT in Spare Time.—tThe ideal 


wartime hobby. 


Send for free booklet.—Regent 
Institute (190G), 


Palace Gate, W.8. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


BOOK-KEEPING & ACCOUNTANCY. — Expert 
postal tuition. Fee 5/- monthly. Success assured at 
any Public Final Exam. Booklet, testunonials FREE, 
—City ee College (LGS), 21, City 
Road, E.C.1. 


— 


WANTED.—1840 Penny Black Stamps; 
1870; also on envelopes. Anything 
Ashcroft, Sidmouth. 


REMOVALS AND STORAGE UNDERTAKEN by 
DAVIES TURNER & Co., Ltd. (Est. 1870), 4, Lower 
Belgrave Street, S.W.1. SLO 5121. 


Stamps before 
rarce.— Sewell, 


| He was for many years 
a member of the district committee, where he was highly appreciated 
for his interest in the work of the Benevolent and Orphan Fund and 


the town council to 


BE TALLE 


NO APPLIANCES—NO DRUGS— NO DIETING 
3mF- ROSS SYSTEM NEVER FAILS “WE Fee £2 2s. Complete. 


Hi D.MALCOLM ROSS .. sss 
we , BM/HYTE, LONDON, W.C.1. | 


] CLIENTS GAIN 7 
! 1 to 6 ingkes o 


Details 6d. stamp. 


6 Kmergency Executive and NALGO 
Reconstruction Committee 


THE projected NALGO Committee on 

the reconstruction of local government 
occupied the greater part of the time of the 
emergency executive of. the N.E.C. when it 
met at Nottingham on July 5. 


| 
| 


the emergency executive agreed to open a. 
divisional office in the North Eastern district. | 


The report of the sub-committee appointed | 
at an earlier meeting to make recommendations | 
on the personnel and terms of reference of the | 


Committee gave rise to much controversy, 


and it was clear that the setting up. of the. 


Committee would be a more difficult task 
than had been envisaged when the project was 


first approved. Was the Committee to be an | 


independent body, it was asked, and if so, 


would its report, published in the name of | 


NALGO, be regarded as binding on the 
Association although not submitted to the 
N.E.C.? Alternatively, would the report be 
submitted to the N.E.C., and would the 
Council be entitled to reject or. modify it”? 
If the latter, what would be the standing of the 
Committee ? Who, in short, would have the 
final responsibility for any recommendations 
put forward in the Association’s name—the 
N.E.C. or an independent group of officers 
appointed to investigate and report on its 
behalf ” 

The emergency executive gave no answers to 
these difficult questions. 
however, with the report of the sub-committee, 


Divisional Office for North-East.—In response 
to requests from the Durham county branch 
and the North Eastern district committee, 


The new divisional officer, appointed for the 


The chairman of 
the sub-committee and the general secretary 
will determine the town in which the office 


Shall be established and the staffing arrange- | 


ments. ° 


| | O.B.E. in 
Mr. A. B. Day gave notice that at the next | to Mr. Parker 


Oe 


officers im their areas, the sub-committee 
decided to make no change until the general 
situation was clearer, and the emergency 
executive agreed with the view. 
Emergency Help Scheme.—East Ham branch 
has suggested the organisation on a national 
basis of a scheme under which the Association 
would look after the dependants of members 
killed or injured through enemy action and 
would provide financial help where necessary. 


| This proposal is now under consideration, and 


period of the war, will be Mr. W. J. Upton, | will be further discussed at the next meeting of 


who is at present assisting the Regional Officer | 
for the Southern Region. 


the emergency executive. 


Honours for Members.—It was unanimously 
resolved to offer the congratulations of the 
executive to Mr. A. Denton Ogden, a member 
of the N.E.C. on receiving the award of the 
the recent Birthday Honours, 
Morris, town clerk of West- 


meeting of the sub-committee he would raise | minster, and Dr. A.S. M. MacGregor, for many 
the question of an additional divisional office | years president of the Glasgow branch, both of 


for the East Midland district. 
Retirement of Mr. J. M. Mortimer.—The 
committee agreed with regret to the request 


, of Mr. J. M. Mortimer, the Scottish divisional 


- secretary, to be allowed to retire on Septem- 


ber 30. 


Regional Organisation.—Arising out of 


criticisms made by Mr. E. R. Davies at a 


ee 


It was not satished, | 


ening the sub-committee by appointing Messrs. *| 


J. L. Holland, F. Harred, .&: 
A. Denton Odgen to serve on It. 

Other decisions reached at a meeting which 
was largely devoted to matters of routine 
included : 


L. Riley, and 


Association Subscriptions.—The house and | : ‘ : 
P Js only, but members seeking fuller details will 
| be able to obtain them from branch secretaries. 


accounts sub-committee is considering the 
revision of N ALGO subscriptions. Several 
alternative scales have been submitted and the 
sub-committee is to. examine these and to 
consider also the provision of a scheme of 
permanent death benefit for every member, 
the premium to be included in the subscription. 


Subscriptions of Members in the Forces.—In 
view of representations from a number of 
branches and district committees, and of the 
fact that some branches are not collecting sub- 
scriptions from members in the Forces, the 
house and accounts sub-committee _re- 
commended that the subscriptions of these 


ee - 


members should be waived. The emergency | 


executive, however, rejected this suggestion, 


deciding to adhere to the present policy of | 
requiring subscriptions assessed on the amount | 


each serving member is receiving from. his 
local authority, and to appeal to all branches 
to collect these subscriptions. 


Cost - of - living Bonus.— The emergency 
executive approved a resolution of the service 
conditions and organisation sub-committee 
instructing the NAL GO representatives on 
the National Whitley Council to negotiate at 
the next meeting of the council for a revision 
of the bonus award to bring it more into line 
with the actual increase in thé cost of living. 


Nurses’ Pay and Conditions.—A_ special 
meeting of the service conditions and organiza- 
tion sub-committee, held before the meeting of 
the emergency executive, had approved, with 
slight drafting amendments, a joint report pre- 
pared by representatives of the association and 
the College of Nursing on salaries and service 
conditions of nurses. It was agreed to forward 
the report to the Local Authorities’ Nursing 
Services Joint Committee for consideration. 


National Arbitration Order.—A dispute has 
been declared against the Bingham (Noiting- 
hamshire) rural district council, owing to its 
re to grant a cost of living bonus to its 
stati. 


recent meeting of the N.E.C., the service con- | 
the ; 


| the meeting, and those present included Messrs. F. H.. 
Harred, vice-chairman, H. Allen, J. T. Baker, A. G. Bolton, 


ditions sub-committee has discussed 
working of the regional organisation scheme. 
Beyond suggesting that, in view of travelling 
difficulties, the regional officers should leave 


~ F i S m ~ . ‘ee 
and referred it back, at the same time strength- | as much work as possible to the divisional 


MARY matters of interest to members are 

mentioned in a circular sent by Head- 
quarters to branch secretaries on June 25. It 
is possible here to summarise the information 


War Service Pay 

In response to N A L G O’s representations, 
the Minister of Health has drawn the attention 
of local authorities to the fact that service for 
which men may be called up under the National 


Service Act, 1941, will be recognised by the. 
war service ’* for the purpose of: | 


66 


Minister as 
the Local Government Staffs (War Service) 
Act, 1939. This means that local authorities 
will be able to pay to officers called up for 
munitions work, for example, the difference 
(if any) between their civil pay and their pay 
as munition workers, in accordance with the 


| powers contained in section I of the Local 


Government Staffs (War Service) Act. 


National Health Insurance 

Under the bill introduced in the House of 
Commons last month, the Government pro- 
poses from January 1 next, to raise to £420 the 
remuneration limit for compulsory health and 
pensions insurance of non-manual workers, and 
to increase by 3s. weekly the rates of sickness 
and disablement benefits payable to both men 
and women. This legislation is regarded as 
an interin measure only, pending a compre- 
hensive overhaul by the Government of all 
existing schemes of social insurance. 

The effect of the change will be to make 
many NALGO members, earning between 
£250 and £420 per annum, eligible to join the 
Nalgo Approved Society. Particulars of the 
many benefits offered by the society, and 
application forms for membership, may be 
obtained from local correspondents, branch 
secretaries, or direct from the general secretary, 


‘Nalgo Centre, Croyde, Braunton, North Devon. 


Air Raid Injuries 

Although members of the Approved Society 
injured in air raids are not entitled to N.H.I. 
sickness benefit, they should nctify head- 
quarters of the injury, so that they may be 
advised on the excusal of contributions. 


— 


whom have received knighthoods, and to a 
number of other officers honoured. 


After the meeting, the members of the 
executive were entertained to cocktails by the 
Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Notting- 
ham, and in the evening the Lord Mayor and 
Lady Mayoress were the guests of the execu- 
tive at an informal dinner. 


Mr. A. A. Garrard, chairman of the N.E.C., presided at 


R. W. Coppock, A. B. Day, G. S. Fraser, T. Freeman; 
Jj. L. Holland, W. H. Legh Smith, 


Taylor, J. H. Warren, and E. A. S. Young. 


NALGO NOTICE BOARD | 


Applications for a war injury allowarice should. 


be made to the local office of the Unempioy- 
ment Assistance Board. 


Destroyed N.H.I. Cards 


Members who lose their N.H.I. cards as a. 


result of enemy action should report to head- 
quarters, at once, membership number and 
number of stamps on the card (1t would be well 
to keep these particulars in a separate place, 
where they can be found if the card is lost), 
and should state whether the loss has also 
been reported elsewhere. 


British Institute of Public Opinion 

This body, which conducts ‘‘* opinion 
surveys’”’ on the lines of the famous ‘‘ Gallup 
polls °’ in America, and programme inquiries 
for the B.B.C., is seeking the aid of NALGO 
members, especially in the East and West 
Midlands, Middlesex, Hertfordshire, and the 
Edinburgh area. The work, which can_ be 
carried out in spare time, is simple and interest- 
ing. Wives of members are also eligible, and 
payment is made. Members interested 
should write to the Director, British Institute 
of Public Opinion, Aldwych House, London, 
W.C.2, for fuller details. 


War Office Valuers 

The War. Office has vacancies for land 
valuers with agricultural experience and over 
40 years of age. Those accepted will be granted 
commissions after a period of probationary 
service. Members wishing to apply for these 
vacancies should send details of their experience 
and qualifications to headquarters. 


Talks on Local Government 

There is a growing opportunity for members 
to further the Association’s public relations 
policy by giving informal talks on _ local 
government to troops in their areas or to such 
bedies as Rotary clubs, Chambers of Com- 
merce, Women’s Institutes, and Youth Service 
Squads. Will any able to do this work get 
in touch with their branch secretary or public 
relations correspondent, or write to the public 
relations officer, 192, Edgwarebury Lane, 
Edgware, Middlesex? For talks to. troops, 
payment is sometimes. made, usilally at the 
rate of £1 Is. a talk, plus expenses. 


S$. Lord, T. Nolan, | 
A. Denton Ogden, £. L. Riley, C. A. W. Roberts, L. H.: 
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QUALITY COUNTS : e™ ARE YOU TIED 
because QUALITY LASTS i « aa, os BY AN T OLD SCHOOL 


So buy a 
BENSON RING THE” OUTLOOK? 
When the Power 


Owing to enemy action, Benson’s of Ludgate Hill have 
\moved to their Bond Street show-room, where cus- 
tomers will find the true Benson atmosphere of quality 
and service. 

SPECIAL DISCOUNT to Publie Officials, or, if pre- 
ferred, rings at £5 or over on monthly terms—for 
example, the Diamond Cluster Ring at £16 can be 
yours for 55 °- with order and 52 6 monthly. Cata- 
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lognes of Rings and Jewellery FREE—Send this advt. Hianoads £16 to SPEAK Cal 
to Benson’s with your name and address, stating mene is | 
which book you require. monds & 


free you! 


A RECENT controversy suggests 


J.W. BENSON Ltd. 25, OLD BOND ST., LONDON, W.1. 


Please address to Dept. ‘‘A’’ and mention ‘“‘ Local Government Service.”’ 
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which shows plainly how to secure that advance- | e . - S&S Se S 
ment upon which your future happiness depends. ‘ , — & Soe EFFECTIVE SPEECH iS 
(G3/2), ST. ALBANS IN EVERY CAREER! 
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pecch im you, just as much as 
these orators and leaders in all 
walks of life who have secured their 
positions through that suprem: 
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words to best advantage, and how 
1o play on the emotious of their 
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Those who are progressing to-day, those 70,000 men and women in ali walks of Lift 
who will progress, men and women alike— —jneluding business executives, . satesme 
in business or profession, in the Services or els rks, and those in the Rive snin —-NAay 
the workshops—are’ those who have the fonnd in this remarkable book a key ‘that 
initiative to free themselves from timidity, has opened a veritable floodgate of natural 
self-consciousness, embarrassment, ‘* stage- speaking ability. It has revealed to then 
fright.’’ Everywhere, in every walk of life, an easy way to advancement in posilion 
you find the forceful speakers among the and salary, personal emer prestige, and 
leaders, among those who direct and control. real suecess. Thousands have accomplished 

A free book, entitled ‘‘ How to Work such unusual things throu + this simple, 
Wonders with Words,’’ explains how to eaxy, yet effective method. You, too, can 
acquire quickly the ability to develop poise, develop this power of speech—easils 
personality, and how , to banish timidity, «quickly, surely. Send for the book at once. 
self-consciousness, ‘‘ stage-fright,’’ and lack Don’t Jet an ‘‘ Old Schoo! Tie * complex 
of confidence; how to put your case convine- hold you back a day longer. Your copy is 
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Branch of Turner and Newall Ltd., Washington Station, Co. Durham, 
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SALARIES 


SOUTHERN REGION 


vo C.B. has established a council and staff joint 
mmittee. 

" Richimaaawevite U. D.C. has. adopted the following 
grading scheme : 

Grade !—£310 + 15—£400, with examination bars 
at £325 {inter.) and £350 (fina!). 

Grade 2—£240 + 15—£3380, with examination bars 
at £270 (inter.) and £300 (final). 

Grade 3—£130 = 15—£289, with examination bars 
at £220 (inter.) and £250 (final). 

Grade 4—£52 (up to 16); £60 (at 16) — 10 (2) + 


iS (i) + 25 (1)—£120 at 20. 
Automatic advancement to Grade 3 at 21. 
Grade 5 (senior typists or secretaries) —£140 + 10 
—£179. 
Grade 6 (semi-senior typists)—£110 — 10—£130. 
Grade 7 (junior typists) —£52 — 8(1) - 10 (4) —£100. 


NORTH WESTERN AND NORTH WALES 


Rochdale—On the application of the association, a 
salesman and clerk in the gas department showrooms has 


Cost of Living 28.4 p.c. Up 


The Ministry of Labour cost of living index figures 
for each of the past six months, showing the increase in 


cost of living of a “‘ typical working-class family,’ since 
July, 1914 (taken as 100), are: 
horse OE May 260 
March 197 June 200 
April 193 July 199 


The actual percentage increases in ‘the cost | of living | 
1939 (when the index figure was 155) | 


since September |, 


are, therefore : 
February .. 27.1 May 29.0 
March 27.1 June 294 
April 27.7 July 28.4 


been re-graded from clerical section A, Lancashire and 
Cheshire provincial council scales (£1923—£2173), to 
clerical section B (£230—£255S). 
Caernarvonshire County Council has adopted new 


salary scales from April !, 194! : 

Grade !—-£€52 + 8 (1) | 12 (1) —£80. Operative from 
April 1, 1940. 

Grade 2—£90 iS (5)—£i65. 


Grade 3—£189 - 15 (4)—£240. 
Special Grade 1|—£260 — 20 (4)—£340. 
Special Grade 2—£360 20 (2)—£400 


NORTH-EASTERN AND YORKSHIRE 


Aireborough U.D.C. has adopted the joint council 
scales of salaries, together with suggestions formulated 
by the joint council on grading of individual members of 
the staff within the recommended scales. 

Keighley 8. has agreed to the appointment of four 
representatives of the staff to attend half-yearly meetings 
of the salaries committee to discuss points which may 
arise on sataries and service conditions. 

Morley B. and Pudsey B. have agreed to set up local 
jont committees. 

Todmorden B. has adopted a revised grading scheme 
incorporating the scales of salaries recommended by the 


Whitley council, subject to certain modifications. Details 
are : 
Men. 

Grade A (juniors): £45 (at 16): 15 (3):20 (I)— 
£110 (at 20). 

Grade 8 (general grades): €130 (at 21) 1S (6é)— 


£220 (at 27). 

Supplementary Grade.—A clerk showing exceptional 
ability or with unusual responsibility or experience may 
be given an increase up to £35 p.a. over the salaries shown 
in Grades A and B up to a maximum of £245. 

Grade C: £230--10 (3)—£260. 

Grade D: £€275-+10 (1) --15 (1)—£300. 

Grade E (1): €315+ 15 (1)—€330. 

Grade E (2): £340 10 (1)—£350. 


Women. 
Grade ! (juniors) : £40 (at 16) . 10 (2) | 
10 (3) —£140. 


~12 (1)—£100 (at 2 
Grade2: €110-+ 
Supplementary Grade.—A clerk showing exceptional 
ability or with unusual reponsibility or experience may 
be given an increase up to £50 p.a. on the salaries shown 
in Grades J and 2. 


MIDLANDS AND SOUTH WALES 

Birmingham C.B. has adopted the salaries and service 
conditions recommended by the West Midlands joint 
standing committee. (institutional employment). 

Brierley Hilt U.D.C. has adopted the West Midiands 
provincia! Whitley council scate }. 

Grimsby C.B. has adopted the East Midlands provincial 
council scale 2. 

The North-West Midlands Joint Electricity 
Authority has adopted the West Midlands provincial 
council! scale 2. 

Nottinghamshire C.C. has adopted the following 


12 (1) + 16 (1) 


amended scales of salaries from April 1, 1941 : 
Junior male clerks 
Grade F: £65 max. 
Grade El: £70 (at 17)- 1S (4)—€130. 
Grade E2: £130--15 (6)—€220. 
Grade D: £19010 (6)—£250. 
Female clerks 
Grade 3: £55 (at 16): 10 (4)—£95. 
Grade 2: £105+ 15 (1) 


+10 (4)—£160, 
Grade !l: £140.10 (4)—£180. 


Salaries may exceed Grade | in individual cases in 


accordance with special duties and responsibilities, and j. 


as a temporary war measure, departmental heads may 


add an additional amount not exceeding £10 to Grade 3 | 


as an efficiency payment in special cases. 
Rowley Regis B. has adopted the West Midlands 


AND SERVICE CONDITIONS 


provincial council scale | for women only, to the maximum 
of Grade A. 

Scunthorpe B. has adopted the East Midlands provincial 
council scale 2 to the miximum of Grade 6 (men and 
women). 

Stoke-on-Trent C.B. has adopted the West Midlands 
provincial council scale 3 (in principle) and the salaries 
and service conditions recommended by the West 
Midlands joint standing committee (institutional em- 
ployment). 

Walsall C.B. has adopted the following revised scale 
for junior male ’clerks : £50 (at 16)+15 (1)+10 (4)-— 
15 (3)—£120, together with the salaries and service | 
conditions recommended by the West Midlands joint” 
standing committee (institutional employment). 


Eastern District and T.U.C.. 


Affiliation 


ALGO affiliation to the T.U.C. was the principal 
topic at the quarterly meeting of the eastern 
district committee at Chelmsford on June 21. 


NALGO ADDRESSES 


To avoid delay, members are asked to 
address correspondence as follows : 


On all subjects except ancillaries, in the first piace to 
the appropriate district office : 


SOUTHERN REGION 
Regional Officer {and Metropolitan District): T. M. 
Kershaw, 192, Edgwarebury Lane, Edgware, | 
Middiesex (EDGware 2025). ? 
Divisional Officer (Eastern and South-Eastern districts) : 
J. Melvin, 54, New Street, Chelmsford (Chelms- 


ford 4347). 
Divisional Officer (Southern and South Western 
districts): N. M. Woodcock, 16, The Crescent, 


Taunton (Taunton 2779). 


E. and W. MIDLANDS AND S. WALES 
REGION 

Regional Officer (and £. and W. Midland district) ; 
J. E. N. Davis, |4, Earlsbury Gardens, Birchfields, | 
Birmingham 20 ({Birchfields 5123). 

Divisienal Officer {S. Wales and Monmouthshire 
discricts): A. H. Geary, ii, Park Place, Cardiff 

(Cardiff 1646). 

NORTH-WESTERN AND N. WALES 

: DISTRICT 

National Whitley Offices and Divisional 
faden Corser, 2, Mount Street, 
(Blackfriars 7668). 


NORTH-EASTERN AND YORKSHIRE 
DISTRICTS 
Divisional Secretary : W. Cecil Wood, 
Leeds (Leeds 24861). 
SCOTTISH DISTRICT 
Divisional Secretary: J. - Mortimer, 67, Vest 
Nile Street, Glasgow, C.1 (Douglas 0404). 
Relating to NALGO ancillaries and the supply 
and delivery of ‘‘ Local Government Service ’’ to— 
The General Secretary, NALGO, Croyde, 
Braunton, Nerth Devon (Croyde 212). 
Relating to Public Relations and “ Local Gevern- 
ment Service ’’ (editorial), to— 
The Public Relations Officer, 192, Edgwarebury 
Lane, Edgware, Middiesex (EDGware 2625). 
Relating to “‘ Local Government Service ’’ adver- 
tisements, to— 
A. Darby’s Advertising hea Cobham House, . 
24, Black Friars Lane, London, £.C.4 (City 6686). 


LONDON OFFICE 
The General Secretary, 27, Abingdon 
| Street, Westminster, S.W.1, Telephone 
and Telegrams WHitehall 9351. 


Secretary > 
Manchester 2 


in 


12, East Parade, 


atin 


long and stormy debate, the committee adopted a reso- 
lution strongly condemning the action of the N.E.C. in 
deciding against affiliation before an opportunity had been 
afforded to branches of discussing the question. 

The committee also criticised the refusal of the N.E.C. 
to hold an election and delegate meeting this year. 

The divisional officer reported that the employers’ side 
of the eastern district provincial council had submitted 
its proposals on salary scales and a meeting of the staff 
side would shortly be held to consider the suggestions 
made. The committee expressed alarm at the delay which 
had taken place since the staff side first met to consider 
scales of salary for the district. 


A hearty welcome was extended to Mr. Frank Thomas, 


who, on the invitation of the emergency executive, has 
agreed to take over the duties~of divisional officer for 
the duration of the war, as Mr. Melvin is shortly to be 
called up for service with the R.A.F. 


Congratulations To— 


Beverley branch, on raising £18 tis. 2d. for the council's 
war weapons week expenses, by means of a dance. 

Mr. T. R. Cook, gas engineer and manager, Blackpool, 
and acting president of the Blackpool branch, on winning 
the senior gold medal of the Institution of Gas Engineers, 
for a paper on Blackpool gas works, submitted to the 
annual meeting of the institution. 

Mr. F. Johnson, master of the Harton Institution, 
Seuth Shields, a vice-president of the South Shields 
branch, and a member of the North Eastern district 
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committee, on his election as national president of the. 


National Association of Administrators of Local Govern- 
ment Establishments. — 
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SCOTTISH NOTES 


A SALARY scale for nurses in mental institutions was 

unanimously approved at a meeting of the joint 
industrial council in Aberdeen on June 27. The position 
was complicated by the fact that the Mental Hospital and 
institutional Workers’ Union, which has hitherto been 
foremost in negotiating on behalf of mental nurses, refused 
to take any part in the proceedings, although its own 
joint conciliation committee had been dissolved. The 
staff side, however, while regretting this attitude, felt 
that there was fio virtue in adopting a dog-in-the-manger 
policy and decided to negotiate. It was understood that 
the Mental Workers’ Union was agreeable to a certain 
scale of salary, and this the employers agreed to, with 
trifling amendments. The scale is : 


Women Men 

Probationers ce me. € s:. 4. 
On appointment a 78 8 90 
After six months 54 12 0O 80 12 90 
Second year ... 57 4 0 83 4 90 
Third year a $8 8 0 
Fourth year ... 66 6 0 93 12 0 
Certificated Nurses 

On final certificate 8118 0 109 4 @ 
Second year ... oo 2s 114 8 0 
Third year... 92 6 0 119 12 @ 
Eighth year ... seer 97 10 O 124 16 8 
Thirteenth year... ... 100 2 0 127 8 0 
Eighteenth year ... 102 14 0 130 0 0 
Charge Nurses Exira Pay 
Secondcharge ....... ... 716 =«O 16 9 
First Charge— i$ 12 0 15 12 0 


The joint industrial council scale of war bonus is to apply, 
calculated on net cash payment, the value of board being 
taken ac £52: 

A joint meeting of the administrative staffs and manual 
workers’ councils, in the afternoon, decided practically 
unanimously to continue the existing scale of war service 
allowances. 

Mr. Mortimer, the divisional secretary, called attention 
to the fact that Roxburgh county council, which is 
directly represented on the joint industrial. council, had 
instituted a means test for war service allowances and 
was not abiding by the recommendations of the joint 
industrial council. One or two other councils, particularly 
in the Borders district, have adopted a similar attitude, 
and it was agreed that the secretary should write to these 
authorities. 

Port Glasgow 

Congratulations on the successful result of the recent 
proceedings before the Industrial Court were expressed 
at a meeting of the staffs of Port Glasgow town council 
on June 30, attended also by Mr. W. B. Paton, Greenock 
librarian, vice-president of Greenock branch, and other 
officials. The chairman, Mr. A. J. Hodson, presenting 
Mr. J. M. Mortimer, Scottish divisional secretary, with a 
letter of thanks and congratulation, expressed the delight 
of the branch at the efficient way in which he had prepared 
the case and tackled the many problems arising. Mr. 
Mortimer thanked the members and gave an amusing 
account of certain incidents during the hearing. 

Fife Branch 

The attitude of Fife county council to war increases was 
discussed by the branch executive on July 2. Mr. Mortimer 
said that he had written to the county clerk drawing 
attention to the joint industrial council’s scale and to the 
fact that the recommendation of the county council's 
finance committee did not meet the case of men with 
salaries between £210 and £350, and told the meeting 
tivat, in his view, if the county council was not prepared 
to give these officers conditions as: favourable as those 
recommended by the joint industrial council, it could 
be compelled to do so under the National Arbitration 
Order. The meeting instructed Mr. Mortimer to inform 
the county clerk that proceedings would be instituted 
if che council failed to meet the position of these officers 


Hospitality for Warriers 


For the benefit of members serving in_the Forces, we 


publish below a complete list of branches and individual 


members who have offered hospitality and entertainment 


for members.in the Forces stationed in their.areas- We 
shall be glad to add to the list. 

BRANCHES 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—W. B. BRADLEY, electricity 


works, Ashton-under-Lyne (use of Waterworks Social 
Ciub offered). 
Blackburn NAtLGO Sports and Social Club.— 
j. COX, 42, Victoria Street, Blackburn. 
Cambridgeshire.—LEO MASON, Shire Hall, Cambridge. 
Cheshire County.—H. JONES, 47; Watter Street, Chester. 
Essex Rivers Catchment Board.—t. E. INNES, Essex 
Rivers House, Springfield Road, Chelmsford. 
Grimsby.—). W. L. BUXTON, borough treasurer's 
dept., Victoria Street, Grimsby (Grimsby 1645). 


Hinckley, Leicestershire.—/). G. S. TOMKINS, (6, 
Station Road, Hinckley. 
Isle of Wight.—S. H. MATTHEWS, County Hall, New- 


pert, 1.O.W. 

Leicester.—J. HILL, City Water Offices, Bowling Green 
Street, Leicester. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—V. GRAINGER, Town Hall, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne |. 

Skegness NALGO Social Club.—A. J. 


DAVIS, 
Town Hall, Rowan Bank, Skegness. 


-Wonchester.—R. G. CASTLE, Guildhall, Winchester. 


Wrexham.—t. BROOKFIELD, borough surveyor’s dept., 
1, Gresvenor Road, Wrexham. 


PERSONAL , 
3. Darricotte, Grove House, Grove Lane, Cheadle 
Hulme, Cheshire (Bramhall 306). Mr. Darricotte offers 

‘* meals, bath, , smooker, table tennis,’’ etc., to 
members in the Forces in the area who will write or 
phone te say when they would like to call. 

. W.Geedman, The Pines, Road, Broms- 
grove, Worcestershire (secretary of Bromsgrove branch). 
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MA N u FACT a R E R a Over 7,500 pieces of 


Furniture on show 


a ere ww? 
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Model Rooms 


Our Furniture is made by 
hand in our. own 


Werkshops 


We invite you to see if ir 
the making from the rough 
timber to the finished artic! 


Extensive Carpet and 
Bedding Department 


Some of the Lacmest cea in the Country 


sd ALEXAN DER DAVIS | 
AN INVITATION 
Manufacturer’s es 
Discount IS & 153 CURTAIN ROAD, E.C.2 YOU ARE INVITED TO 
allowed to members on | (near Old Street Station Bishops ate 9622 (4 lines ee Sf 
production of membership LONDON ‘ Open every day nana PPE i SAE 6 iy LOOK ROUND WITHOUT 
ed | N. a we Euston eed Premises -” not . owing oo saeny ANY OBLIGATICN 
- action . t P r w n 
| \ pions otour Curtain Road premises sr tel eat WHATSOEVER 


MANCHESTER: 49 PORT STREET, NEWTON STREET 
OPEN EVERY DAY INCLUDING SATURDAYS UNTIL 6 p.m. CENTRAL 0638 (4 lines) 


, 1941 LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE | | 199 


EXAMINATION SUCCESS 
GUARANTEED 


CHAMBERS COLLEGE, founded in 1885, provides the finest and most up-to-date 
Home Preparation Courses for Municipal Examinations including : 


GET: MORE VALUE 
WITH LESS COUPONS 


| Sanitary Inspector (Jt. Board) College of Preceptors (accepted a; 
for cleaning and Meat and Food Inspector educational qualification *~ foint 
pie yy was cone | Relieving Officer Board) 
aenbasa. Whe wink Institution Officers A.R.San.!., M.R.San.1. 
estimate free. Clerical Assistants Diploma M.R.1.P.H.H. 

A.R.V.O. @ 1.M.T.A. Chart. Institute of Secretaries, etc 
Inst. M. & Cy. Engineers A.M.!.Mech.E., A.M.1.E.E. 


THE ACID TEST OF TUTORIAL 
EFFICIENCY, SUCCESS—or NO FEE 


We definitely guarantee to get you through your chosen exam. If we fail to 
do so, then your tuition fee wil! be refunded in full. 

’ The tasting quality 
and beauty of our 
furs will show a 
real saving of 
coupons in the 
long run. 


POINTS IN OUR TUTORIAL SYSTEM 


Fees are inclusive of latest editions. of all necessary 
standard text books. 


All fees may, where desired, be paid by moderatea 
monthly instalments. 


All courses are prepared and students’ work corrected 
by highly qualified experts with a wide experience of 
Municipal Examination requirements. 

@ Our Pass Record in all examinations is consistently 

well over 90 per cent, and includes many top places. 

You are invited to fill in and post the attached coupon or write for a FREE 
copy of our 1941 Municipal Guide, which wil! be gladiy sent without any obliga- 
tion whatever on your part. 


a beautiful 
Silver Fox which 
will add greatly 
to the smartness 
of your costume. 


DEFERRED TERMS 


can be arranged for payment 
over 12 or 18 months if desired 


CATALOGUE FREE 
FURS SENT ON APPROVAL 


UNITED 
FUR FACTORS 


Wholesale Furriers 


20, Piccadilly Mansions, 
Piccadilly Circus, London, W 


(Entrance: 17 Shaftesbury Ave.) 


CHAMBERS COLLEGE (Dept. 2! 2) 
148 Holborn, E.C.! 


Please send me your MUNICIPAL GUIDE. 


CHAMBERS 
COLLEGE 


Dept. 212 


148 HOLBORN 
LONDON E.C1 


0. | ae 


PI oo, vcs cnccoddbusavenehsonsankdauteente ‘ 


Exam. in which interested.......... .... ... iieaieiic 


(Id. stamp only required if unsealed) 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE 


ZO / a7. 2a vt Sees u ENGAGEMENT RINGS 


Ic is real value you get at WINEGARTENS! Conditions are 
difficult but WINEGARTENS can be relied upon under all circum- 
stances to protect the interests of their clients. Prices are being 
maintained as low as possible yet the qualities of WINEGARTENS 
products, be it Watches, Rings, Jewellery, Silverware, Cutlery, 
Ciocks or Pewterware, are all manufactured to highest pre-war 
standard. The 4%- in the £ discount is a great opportunity to 
counteract the rising prices and is allowed to both civilian mem- 
bers and those serving in H.M. Forces. 
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Baguette shoulders 


Ten Thousand 
to select from 


‘Solitaire’ - —— a —— 
scuare set | 


Very attractive Ladies’ Gents’ Wrist Watchin Gents’ Distinguished | 
Cordonnais Wrist Watch Chrome and Stainless Wrist Watch in 9 cf. 
in Chrome and Stainless Steel, Very robust con- Gold with Winegartens’ 
Steel. 1S Ruby jJewelled struction. 1S Ruby high grade 15 Ruby jid. 
Lever. Non-magnetic jewelled Lever. Non- Lever. Non-magnetic. 


NN : Seeaers | 25 ) Ese bal dh ic bal d Suitable f dayand 
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THREEPENCE 


AFTER BOLTON WHAT ? 


ALGO members everywhere must have 
experienced keen disappointment when 


they read in their newspapers and in last | 


month’s LocAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE 


the | 


decision by the Court of Appeal in what has | 


come to be known as the Bolton case. 
disappointment will be the keener when they 
recall the enthusiasm with which they hailed, 
a year ago, the promulgation of the Conditions 
of Employment and National Arbitration 
Order, upon which the case was based, and the 
high hopes they pinned upon it. 

** This - order,’’ we wrote then, °° may 
become a document of historic importance to 


N ALG O and to every other trade union, an | 
the Association's | 
long struggle towards fair treatment for local | 


outstanding landmark in 


Their | 


; 


government officers everywhere, in conditions | 
which will benefit both them and the service | 


of which they are apart... 


bargaining. In short, it is a charter for trade 
unionism of a scope hitherto unattained in 
this country or anywhere else. ”’ 


Such was our interpretation of the order, 
and such were the hopes we placed upon it. 
We were wrong. In the judgment of the 
Court of Appeal, the order is not a charter for 


trade unionism, but a damp squib—at least, | 
is concerned. | 


so far as local government 
Nevertheless, we do not withdraw from the 
view we took a year ago. We still believe 
that it was the intention of the Ministry of 
Labour in framing the order to make it a 
statutory recognition ef collective bargaining 
and a statutory enforcement of the results of 
that collective bargaining, in local government 
no less than in trade and industry. The 
Bolton case has not disproved our view. It 
has shown merely that the order was faultily 
drafted. And it is for the Ministry of Labour 
now, by amendment of the order, to see that 
its original intentions are fulfilled. 


Startling Results 


waat was the effect of the judgment give | 


by the Court of Appeal? There were 


three main points: 


1. Since the local Government Staffs (War 
Service) Act confers upon a loca! authority 
a discretion to make up war service pay, 
Bolton corporation cannot legally be com- 
pelled to refer the matfer to arbitration, 
because such arbitration might deprive it of 
the discretion which is its legal right. 


2. The dispute between N A L G O and Bolton 
corporation was not a trade dispute within 


the meaning of the National Arbitration 
Order. 


3. The officers of Bolton corporation are not 
** workmen ’’ within the meaning of the 
Order, and therefore it cannot be made to 
apply to them. 


It amounts to a | 
statutory recognition of collective bargaining | 
in every industry and undertaking (including | 
local gove:nment) and, still more, a statutory | 
enforcement of the results of that collective | 


Some of the results of these judgments are | 


Startling. It would seem, for example, that 
to give rise to a ‘* trade dispute ”’ 
be referred to the National 

Tribunal there must be a difference between a 
number of individual workmen (and not their 
trade union) and the employing authority 
likely to prevent work being interrupted. 
These workmen must be parties to the dispute, 
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but whether they can be parties through their 
trade union as their agent is not clear. 
The difficulties of getting individual em- 


ployees to indicate that they are thinking of | carried outeigethe Soviet Union a number of 


ceasing to work if they do not get from the 
authority what they have claimed are obvious. 


NAUGO?’s Claims 


EAVE for appeal to the House of Lords | 


was granted. The appropriate commit- 
tee of the association met last month to con- 
sider the situation created by the judgment, 
and agreed that, to safeguard the position, an 
appeal should be lodged. It was also agreed 


that immediate interviews should be sought | 
with both the Minister of Health and the character. 
Minister of Labour—with the former to safe- | | 


guard the position of those authorities which | 


have authorised the making-up of civil pay,, 
and with the latter, to press for an amendment 
and clarification of the Order. 


Obviously, the position cannot be allowed 
to remain where It ts. 


officers. Already, the Tribunal has decided 
that it cannot adjudicate upon another dispute 
referred to it by NALGO on the cost-of- 


living bonus issue. 


' tion Order. 


'be ** the recognised terms and conditions 
| in their respective areas, as such, enforceable 
| on all local authorities in the area. 


Union. 
| mental! 


The judgment feaves local government 


| Officers without any right of appeal; and this 
which can 
Arbitration | 


places them in a worse position than any other 
section Of workers. This 1s putting a strain 


' on loyalty which is intolerable, and, having 
} ff ‘ 

| regard to the magnificent services they render 
_to the community 


in peace and war, the 
association will not be satisfied until machinery 
is provided which gives its members the same 


| right as is possessed by civil servants and by 
| workers generally throughout the country. 


It must be made clear that a trade union 


'can be a party to a trade dispute on behalf of 
/its members or a section of its members— 
_without the threat of a strike. 
be made clear that 


It must also 
the officers of a local 
authority are covered by the National Arbitra- 
Further, it must be established 
that the employers’ sides of provincial Whitley 
councils come within the ambit of the Order, 
and that the decisions of such councils shall 


, 9 


This implies, of course, amendment of the 
Order. The association will be satisfied with 
nothing less, and no effort will be spared to 
achieve that purpose at the earliest possible 
moment. Local government officers cannot 
bé left °° in the air ’’ without serious detriment 
to the service. 


Russia and Ourselves 
FOR nearly twenty-five years, controversy 


has raged on the subject of the Soviet 
Today, the people of that experi- 
State are Our declared allies in the 
greatest war of history and by their resistance 
have justified the views of some and surprised 
the minds of others. 

Between the two wars there have been 
socio-political’ experiments which have pro- 
foundly, modified the way of life of nearly 
200,000,000 people. The nature of those 
experiments and the manner in which they 
have been conducted have aroused both ad- 
miration and indignation. Many of them 
have required the services of men and women 
doing work analogous to that of British 
local government officers. Now that so much 
of our future depends on the problematical 
strength of our new allies, it seems important 
that we should know more of their true 


In the minds of local government officers, 
the names of Sidney and Beatrice Webb are 
honourably associated with brilliant research, 
deep understanding, and active participation 
in our work. In 1935, they first published a 


book on the Soviet Union which was imme- 
If this decision stands, | 
it would appear that the National Arbitration | 
Tribunal is of no value to local government | 


diately hailed as an authoritative work. Mrs. 
Webb is at present engaged on a ic-issue of 
the 2nd edition, including a length: new intro- 
duction, the proofs of which we have been 
privileged to see. Next month we hope to 
publish a remarkable interview with Mrs. 
Webb. together with a review of the new 
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introduction te ‘* Soviet Communism—A New 
Civilisation,’’ dealing in particular with those 
aspects of Russian life which are of special 
interest to local government officers. In the 
meantime, these few extracts from the intro- 
duction will give some indication of its interest : 

Stalin is not a Dictator—‘* Nor has Stalin 
ever claimed the position of a dictator or 
fuehrer. Far otherwese: he has persistently 
asserted in his writings and speeches that as a 


| 


wheretore of local government activity, is 
wholly admirable. The other, not infre- 
quently met with, regards local government 
purely as a source of sensations, scandals, and 
dirty linen, real or imaginary. Every officer 
must have experienced examples of the latter 
—in which an irrelevant squabble between 
two councillors is magnified into a serious 
row, eclipsing an interesting debate, or a minor 


_ phrase of criticism in a report becomes a major 
scandal amid the reverberations of which at! 


member of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet | 
of the U.S.S.R. he is merely a colleague of | 


thirty other members and that so far as the 
Communist Party is concerned he actsas general 
secretary under the orders of the executive.’’ 

The U.S.S.R. is a_ political democracy— 
‘* Hence, if equal rights to all races within 


the valuable features of the report are lost. 
Few officers and councillors could fail, did 
they wish, to produce a damning list of such 
examples, sufficient, indeed, to justify a demand 
for the exclusion of the Press from all council 


| meetings. 


a sovereign state is a necessary characteristic | 


of political democracy, the U.S.S.R. stands out 
as a champion of this form of liberty. ”’ 

Why the new introduction was written.—** | 
started this task with the approval and help of 


a new social order within their own country 
designed to eliminate the poverty in the midst 
of plenty, characteristic of the wealthiest and 


—the United Kingdom and the U.S.A.—should 
study the internal organisation of the U.S.S.R. 
sO as to avoid its mistakes and learn from its 
successful experiments. ”’ 


Hush-Hush Government ? 


How far should a local authority disclose 

"Its activities to the public, and how far 
is !t justified in taking advantage of its powers 
to transact business in committee, and thus 
in secret? the question has been debated 
at length in ‘* The Times *’ recently, following 
bitter complaints by some editors of provincial 


newspapers and by such bodies as the Institute | 


of Journalists of what they describe as the 
growing practice of authorities—and particu- 
cularly, it would seem_ the 
of using procedure in committee as a means 
of escaping publicity. | 

In the words of **The Times’ *’ leader on 
the subject, these critics °° suspect the groveth 
in local affairs of a spirit of dictatorial burcau- 
cracy, essential to a totalitarian state, but 
wholly discordant in a land devoted to and 
now fighting for liberty,’ and 
therefore demanded amendment of the Local 
Government Acts of 1908 and 1933 to compel 
all authorities to admit the Press to meetings 
of their committees. As ‘*" Ihe Times 
points out, this would not be enough. ‘* What 
is required,’ it declares, ** 1s a public awaken- 
ing to the importance of local government. 
In far too many areas before the war local 
elections had ceased to interest the public 
or the best type of candidate. 
to-day for local lethargy in the past, and 
paying at a time when high quality in local 
administrators is more necessary 
before.’’ 


Two Kinds of Publicity 


WITHOUT fully endorsing these 
we emphatically endorse the main 
contention, that the activities of local au- 
thorities should be given the widest possible 
publicity. Members of NALGO know 
to their cost the extent of public apathy towards 
and ignorance of local government: have they 
not adopted a policy of public relations 
designed to arouse that apathy and enlighten 
that ignorance? But they cannot hope to 
succeed in that object without the support 
of the local authorities. So long as . they 
conduct their work behind closed doors, 
So long will the public ignore or condemn them. 
To this, supporters of the ‘** hush hush ”’ 
school may well reply that there are two kinds 
of publicity. One, setting out to explain, 
accurately and objectively, the how, why, and 


words, 


Quite apart from 


Nor must it be forgotten that many of the 
discussions which take place 


EE come oe 


' time to time: 


in committee | 


must be kept secret in the public interest. | 


those 


wartime measures | 


disclosure of which is specifically probibited 
_by Government order—and which occupy an | 


smaller ones— | 


they have | 


— 


We are paying | 


the bad. 


ties today—there are countless other matters, 


assistance to the site of a new housing estate, 
publication of which would be clearly harmful. 
No less harmful are the reports, still far too 


salaries, and abilities of individual officers. 


responsible journalists and councillors would 
agree with the 
recommendation that they should never be 
published. 


The Reali Solution 


NEVERTHELESS, after taking all these 

facts into account, we consider that, 
paradoxical as it may seem, the solution to 
the problem of harmful publicity lies.not in 
greater secrecy, but in more publicity 
the good overshadows, and finally eclipses, 


We have more than once urged in ‘these 


pages the need for complete candour and the 


fullest co-operation between local authorities 
and the Press, and we repeat that plea now. 
It should be one of the first duties of every local 
authority to See that all its activities, its 
achievements, its debates, and its plans are 
reported and publicly discussed as fully as the 
circumstances permit. Such discussion is one 
of the essentials of democracy. Only by the 
fullest publicity of this kind can it secure that 
public interest and support without which it 
must work in a vacuum. 

How is this complete publicity to be at- 
tained’? The first essential, we suggest, is 
that the council, through its chief officers, 
should establish close relations with the news- 
papers in its area. In the bigger towns, the 
clerk, accompanied, if desired, by the mayor, 
chairmen of committees, and such chief 


officers as may be concerned, should hold 


regular conferences with newspaper repre- 
than ever | 


sentatives. At these, every aspect of the 
council’s work would be explained and all 
questions answered, fully and frankly—and, 
if necessarily, ** off the record.’’> Should it 
be desirable that a particular scheme, minute, 


' or discussion should not be reported at the 


moment, the reason should be explained. 
Newpapermen are reasonable beings: they 
can understand—if they are told—when 
publicity may be dangerous, they can be 
trusted with a confidence, and they can keep 
a secret as well as they can disclose it. . 


The System Works 


THIS is no idealistic plan. It has been 

tried, it has worked, and it is working 
to-day in more than one area. Where it is 
adopted, newspapermen attend council meet- 
ings with an adequate background of knowledge 
of what the debate is about, and their reports 
are consequently. far more interesting than 
they would otherwise be. 


A 


a increasing amount of the time of local authori-— 
my life partner (also an over-eighty) because | 
we thought it desirable that all those who are | from the personal affairs of an applicant for 
sincere in their avowed intention of creating | 


ay 


In addition-to these regular press agotcPences, 
every big authority should have ifS press or 
public relations officer—an official whose sole 
task would be to ensure that every aspect of 
the authority’s work was brought to public 
notice, through the Press and by every other 
available means. Further, chief officers should 
be encouraged (not forbidden, as some are 
to-day) to discuss the work of their depart- 
ments with the public, through the Press and 
in other ways. 

Only by the adoption of such a scheme as 
this will local government be made into a real 
effort of co-partnership between citizen, 
councillor, and officer that it must be if it is to 
succeed. The scheme may break down from 
we may still get premature 
disclosure, exaggerated scandals, misreporting 
—but they will be fewer than under the 
present system, and their effect will be far 
less serious, since they will appear against a 
substantial background of adequately reported 
achievement. 


Radio Reconstructors 


BERS of NALGO, whether taking 
part in the radio discussion groups 
formed in.a number of branches, or indepen- 


dent listeners, should find much to interest 


er Na frequent, of public debates on the positions, | 
most powerful of the capitalist democracies | | 


< OUT | groups 
For reports of this kind there can be no! B.B.C.’s autumn programme. , 


adequate justification, and we believe that all | 


in the series of talks for discussion 
and broadcasts for youth in the 


them 


Of outstanding appeal to many, and particu- 


larly to those branches, such as Leicester and 


Hadow Committee in its | 


Wilts County, which have set up reconstruction 
committees, will be the series under the 
heading ** Making Plans,’’. to be broadcast 
each Monday evening from October. to 
December. The talks, which will be grouped 
round the individual, the family, the neighbour- 
hood, the region, and the State, will include 
discussions by experts on housing, town and 


country planning, the location of industry, 


until | 


transport, land utilisation, and finance in the 
post-war epoch. | 

For the more philosophically-minded there 
will be each Friday during the same period from 
7.40 to 8.0 p.m., a series of discussions on 
philosophy, in which the speakers will endea- 
vour to encourage non-technical thought and 
criticism on problems of judgment, conduct, 
and conscience. 

Younger officers should find interest in a 
series beginning in September, on Thursday 
evenings from 7.40 to 84 in which, under the 
title ‘* Please Begin With Us,’’ experts will 
tell youthful enquirers what part they can play in 
civic life and how they can help to take a vital 
share in the creation of a progressive and 
democratic society, 


Start a Discussion Group 


ALL these broadcasts should provide rich 
meat for discussion groups; and what 
more stimulating way could there be of filling 
in the hours of standby A.R.P. duty or of 
importing some intellectual activity into home 
or shelter, in which many of us are likely to be 
confined during the winter months ? Branches 
wishing to start radio discussion groups for 
their members and friends, or for the public 
at large, will find the local B.B.C. education 
officers ready to give them every help with 
advice, organisation, literature, and reading 
lists. The officers are: : 
LOoNDON—Patrick . Thornhill, 
College for Women, Regent’s Park, N.W.1. 
BIRMINGHAM—E. G. Francis, M.A., Broadcast- 
ing House, 282, Broad Street. 
LeEps—Joseph Smith, B.Sc., B. Mus., Broad- 
casting House, Woodhouse Lane. 
MANCHESTER—J. H. Higgifison, M.A., Broad- 
casting House, Piccadilly. 
BristoL—H. E. Milliken, B.A., 23, Whiteladies 
Road, Clifton. 
CarpiFF—D. W. Roberts, B.Sc. (Econ.), 
Broadcasting House, 39, Park Place. 
SCOTLAND—A. D. Adam, M.A., Broadcasting 
House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, 


B.A., Bedford 
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THE ARKA PROBLEM IN LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 


By oD. Hi. WARREN M.A... D.P.A. 


With this article we inaugurate a new and important series. 


In it, outstanding authorities, within aitd outside the service, wilt 


survey the present svstem of local government in Britain, assess its virtues and its defects, and suggest plans for its adaptation to 


meet successfully the tremendous problems of to-day—and to-morrow. 


Some, you may consider inadequate, some revolutionary. 


All, we hope, will be provocative of thought and discussion—without which progress is impossible. 


J. H. Warren, writer-of this opening article in the series, is town clerk of Slough, a member of N ALG O’s N.E.C., author of 


a book and many articles on local government problems, and a frequent contributor to these pages. 
of what many regard as local government’s most fundamental problem. 


and present his own. 


THE problem that we speak of as ‘* the area 

problem *’ extends not only to. the 
demarcation of local government areas, but to 
the distribution of functions among the several 
types of local authority. These two elements 
determine the administrative structure of local 
government. I am fully aware that this 
structure has not been, and probably cannot 
be, determined on administrative considerations 
alone, but is conditioned by requirements of 
local taxation and finance, and of electoral 
representation (which latter, 
thought of as requirements of public respon- 
sibility and supervision, have an administrative 
aspect). Nevertheless, it is to the test of 
administrative requirements that I desire to 
bring this structure; and to administrative 
ends that [ look in proposing any modification 
or reconstruction of it. 

What is the use of an approach thus cir- 
cumscribed ? Firstly, I answer, because it is 
safest, so long as one realises all the factors 
involved in a problem, to study each in 
isolation before attempting to assess the 
effect of all. Secondly, the administrative 
aspect is, after all, the primary one, public 
interest in the organisation of local government 
being now mainly directed to its ability to han- 
dle large, complex, and varied organisational 
tasks. And finally, our vision of administra- 
tive requirements needs clarifying: many 
distributions or redistributions of function 
having been prompted by the necessity for 


zasing the financial strains caused by the | at 
commonly, towns of considerable size. 


of sound administrative . COUNty area is divided into the areas of boroughs 


burden of national services on local taxation, 
and a good deal 
principle having been sacrificed in this process, 
and lost sight of. 


Two Kinds of Area 


Without some picture of this structure, the 
public cannot hope to comprehend the issues 
to be discussed, and even we local government 
officers do well to keep its essentials in clear 
relief. I proceed, therefore, to describe it— 
not fully, for that would need a volume—but 
in essential outline ; and in language broadly 
indicative of those administrative factors we 


study, rather than meticulously or legally 
correct. 
The most fundamental feature of this 


structure is its stereotyped differentiation be- 
tween two kinds of area, and the form of the 
structure erected in each. The largest cities, 
and some, though not all, of the larger towns 
are ‘‘ county boroughs.’’ Apart fromthe 
controls exercised by the central departments 
of state, and within the limits of Parliamentary 
authorisation which conditions all local 
government in this country, the county borough 
may be described as autonomous, in the sense 
that it is subject to no other local government 
bodies and maintains and controls the full 
range of local. government services, within its 
boundary. 


however, if | 


_hospitals into °° 


All other areas fall within what may be | 


described as the county system of government. 
For each administrative county—a unit which, 
with few exceptions, conforms to the traditional 
geographical county—there Is a county councik 
It administers—to name major services—poor 
law, higher education, elementary education in 
some parts of its areas and not others, and 
highways in the rural and smaller urban areas. 
It is not a public health authority for en- 
vironmental and regulative purposes. The 
range of its hospital services depends on how 
far it has gone in transforming the poor law 
general hospitals.’’ It is not 
the regulative or hospital authority for in- 
fectious disease. It runs the clinical services 
associated with maternity and child welfare 
only in parts of its area where the service Is 
not carried out by one of the bodies mentioned 
later. 
but shares with county justices the representa- 
tions upon a standing joint committee which 
controls the county police—operating in an 
area excluding such boroughs as maintain 
a force of their own. 


County Diversity 


Whereas the area of the county borough ts 
uniformly urban and highly developed, the 
area of the administrative county is diverse. 
It is usually predominantly rural (Middlesex 
substantial urbanised 


includes areas, 


The 


(non-county), urban districts, and rural dis- 
tricts ; the areas of all of these (including 
boroughs) being now designated ** county 
districts.’’ For these districts are constituted 
borough, urban, and rural district councils, 
and the parishes into which a rural district 
is in turn divided may, if large, have a parish 
council. Each of these carries on a range of 
services varying according to the character 
of the authority. 

Between the urban district and the borough 
there is little difference in powers; though 
each, while discharging functions assigned in 
virtue of its status, may undertake some 
additional functions dependent on population 
which would otherwise be carried out in its 
area by the county council. If an urbanised 
area has become an urban district it may 
receive a charter, which mainly affects its 
internal organisation (and prestige) rather than 
its powers, entitling it to a mayor and a body 
of aldermen. The typical major services 
carried on by the borough’ and urban districts 
in virtue of their status are sewerage and 
sewage disposal, domestic refuse collection, 
lighting, cleansing of streets, regulation of public 
health, building. regulation, town planning, 
the maintenance and regulation of ** district ’’ 
streets and roads, parks, gardens, baths, allot- 
ments, and other amenities. Most carry on 


the county. 


carries on these : 
It is not directly a police authority, | it is the exception rather than the rule to find 
_individual towns, whether county boroughs, 
_non-county 


_which do not carry on one or more. 


(that of Birmingham 


Here, he outlines the nature 


Next month, he will review the several solutions offered 


libraries, and many have the responsibility for 
elementary education and maternity and child 
welfare. Many boroughs have remained police 
authorities. In addition, the boroughs and 
urban districts over 20,000 usually assume the 
Important role of executants in the main- 
tenance of trunk and main roads. They are 
agents for the Ministry in the case of the former, 
but have a degree of control in their work on the 
latter, though the financial charge is. borne by 

The rural council’s functions are 
slender, and most of the services in its area 
are provided by the county council. 

A notable addition to the range of functions 
of the county boroughs, non-county boroughs, 
and urban districts, is constituted by the 
utilities owned by many of them. In England, 
if not in Scotland, the county council rarely 
but in the north of England 


boroughs, or urban districts, 

There, 
nearly all undertake water and gas supply, a 
large number undertake electricity distribution, 
and some transport. These utility services 
have not, save in some cases of water supply, 
accrued to the ** town ’’ authorities through 


‘the distribution of functions under general 
| local govérnment legislation, but under powers 
' granted to them individually : 
: of operations is one in which privately-owned 
being a quite exceptional instance) ; -but usually | utilities also operate, though each undertaker 


and, _ has its,own area, the form of the undertaking 


and the field 


being local regulated monopoly. 


Large-Scale Organisms 


It is obvious that the scale and range of the 
largest of the county boroughs—1.e., the cities 
(whose status is that of the county borough, 
** city ’> being a title not relevant to con- 
siderations of local government), renders each 
one of them comparable in scale, and variety 
of entrepreneur functions, with the largest 
units of private industry. Measured by capital 
is £80,000,000), and 
hardly less, indeed, by scope of industrial and 
professional technique and scale and variety 
of plant, each of our largest cities 1s an enter- 
prise of the same order and magnitude as some 
of the biggest of our industrial corporations 
and ‘‘ combines.’ If the largest county 
boroughs compare with the super-scale busi- 
ness unit, it is no less true that the average 
county borough, and the larger non-county 
boroughs and urban districts are all organisms 
comparable with great, if not the greatest, 
business concerns. 

The county council is not, of course, 
possessed of anything like the range of services 
of the county borough, whose services (not 
counting utilities) represent the aggregate of 
those of the county council and those distri- 
buted among other authorities in the county 
area ; and it is doubtful whether many county 
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councils represent organisms of greater scale 
or variety than the larger of the non-county 
boroughs and urban districts. Usually, how- 
ever, the territorial scope of the county council, 
and its fairly wide range of functions, most of 
them of major importance, renders it what we 
may call a large-scale organism. 

In general, the relation of the non-county 
boroughs and urban districts to the county 
council, in the county areas, is one not of 
subordination, but of separable responsibility 


| 
| 


' 


for an allotted range of functions. The county | 
council has, however, certain responsibilities | 
for the organisation of electoral areas in the | 


county areas generally, has always been given 


some oversight over the demarcation of the | 
county districts, and was as recently as 1929 


given the duty of conducting a 
review of the district areas, the first of which 
has been completed. 


10-yearly | 


The final.control over | 


the demarcation of these areas rests, however, | 


with the Ministry. 


The constitution of a new | 


county borough requires a local act, for which, | 
by virtue of an act passed in 1926, no non- | 
county borough can now apply unless it has a | 


population of at least 75,000. 


The Joint Committee 


There is power for authorities individually 
responsible for services to combine and 


ee 


administer them through joint committees. | 
Powers of this kind were for a long time | 
limited to specified services, but since the act ' 


of 1933, a power in general terms has been 
available. A provision of this kind undoubtedly 
introduces an element of elasticity into the 


structure, and many. critics have suggested | 


that local authorities have failed to make 
sufficient use of these powers. When every 
allowance is made for any failures in co- 


operation, however, it remains true to say 
that there are strict limits to the efficacy of 
joint committees. Their scope, financial basis, 
representation, and degree of responsibility to 
the appointing councils all require to be settled 
in each instance : 
had experience of them would agree that these 


re re 


and most officers who have | 


throw up formidable obstacles to their scope, | 


and ease of operation. 
should 
organisms commonly called ** joint boards,’’ 
though many of these, too, exist and represent 


Such joint committees | 
be carefully distinguished from. the | 


ee ee 


a departure from the system of erecting general | 


authorities to control a number of services, 
since they amount to ad hoc bodies with 
independent responsibility. 
Distribution of Functions 

Before closing this account of the structure, 


it is necessary to indicate the system on which | 


SS + 


functions have been distributed among the | 
authoritics comprising the structure ; though 


the merits of the distributions made will fall 
for later comment. Perhaps the majority of 
existing services are distributed by 
government legislation itself to county boroughs 
or the county area authorities, as such. Others 
may be apportioned among the county area 
authorities according to levels of population, 


local | 


so that in some county districts we find such | 


services in the hands of the borough or district 
council, and, in others, in the hands of the 
county. Other services have remained with 
the authorities before the general structure was 


legislatively completed, an instance of this 


kind being the police forces maintained by 
many non-county boroughs, boroughs having 
been the first units in the modern structure to 
have been erected. There is, then, a degree of 
elasticity even in the distribution of functions, 
though if we review the complete list,we should 
find that the majority of the services were 
distributed according to the status of the 
authority. We may note, moreover, that 
county councils themselves have been given 
powers to delegate the executive work to the 
boroughs and urban districts, etc. Before 
1933, this power was limited and of doubtful 


ee 


operation ; and the use made ot it, even since 
1933, has not been extensive. _ 

The plan or pattern now outlined (and I 
shall use the word ‘* plan ’’ to describe it 
from now onwards) was completed in its 
main features by 1894. It is unquestionable 
that since then the social and economic en- 
vironment in which local government must be 


THE PROBLEM 


Local government in England and Wales 
is administered by— 


| @ 6/1 county councils (exciuding London), 
with populations ranging from 18,000 
to [,880,000 ; 


@ 83 county boroughs, with populations 
ranging from 26,099 to 1,000,009 ; 


@ 309 non-county boroughs, with popula- 
tions ranging from 909 to 200,000 ; 


® 572 urban districts, with populations 
ranging from 760 to 184,000 ; 


®@ 475 rural districts, with populations 
ranging from 1,403 to 135,000. 


It costs, in rates alone, more than £190,000,000 
a year to run—but the incidence of rates 
ranges from 7s. 10d. to 30s. 6d. in the pound, 
while the quality and variety of its services 
vary no less widely. Of these 1,500 local 
authorities— 


@ Some are too big, more are too small, 
for their status in the administrative 
hierarchy ; 


@® Some are rich, many are poor ; 


’ 


@ Some are self-contained, some merely 

artificial fragments in an urban unit ; 
@ Some are efficient, in- 
efficient ; 


some are 


@ Some are progressive, some are hide- 
bound and reactionary ; 


© Some are endowed with too great 
powers, more with too few ; 


@ Some are created to an intelligent 
design, many are merely historical 
survivals having no relation to the 
needs of today ; 


@ Some serve their whole community, 
some serve political or social groups 
and interests ; and 


@ All are tied to the lumbering chariot 
wheels of restrictive government 
control. 


To introduce common sense and design into 
this ‘‘ chaos of areas, authorities, functions, 
and rates,’’ to secure efficiency of administra- 
tion, uniformity of standards, adequacy of 
powers, equality of burdens, and universality 
of service, inan atmosphere of popular interest 
and support and under full democratic control 
—in short,to attain-the highest level of govern- 
ment of the people, by the people, and for the 
people—that is the problem. 


carried out has changed enormously. As has 
sometimes been said, we have undergone a 
second industrial revolution. 

It is, however, worth while to remember 
what this structure has achieved, as well as 
what it may have failed to achieve. After its 
completion in 1894, it did make possible an 
effective handling of areas and a co-ordination 
of services, which the welter of ad hoc authori- 
ties superseded by it had utterly failed to 
achieve ; and it did establish the principle 
that the balance of advantage lies in the 
establishment of general authorities under- 
taking as wide a complex of functions as is 
practicable. This consideration, however, 
really provides one more reason for examining 
the adequacy of the plan in the conditions of 


to-day, because, unless those conditions can 
be met on lines which may be new but which 
still preserve the principle of the general 
authority, we shall be forced once more to 
resort to the device of ad hoc authorities, and 
land ourselves in the same mess as was de- 
scribed by Lord Goschen in 1877 as ‘‘ a chaos 
of areas, authorities, functions, and rates.”’ 
Now it is said that this plan does intrinsic- 
ally fail to meet the conditions of to-day. It 
is said by some that.it fails to provide an area 


_as large as it should be for certain services. 
It is said by others that almost all services 
_need areas larger than it provides even on its 


a 


highest scale, namely that of the county 
councils. More recently, attention has fastened 


rather on the division of functions involved in 
_ the county 


areas, as between the county 


council and the boroughs and districts, rather 


the 


than on the grouping of services which even 
** county area ’’ part of the plan secures 


' under one type of authority or the other. 


The Test of Wa: 


Again, the apportionment of areas, and the 
division of services have attracted notice by the 
difficulties they have involved in the handling of 
the new wartime tasks: though such diffi- 


culties in themselves do not allow any con- 
_clusion to be drawn as to how far any plan of 


eo ee 


| plan. 
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local government can avoid divisions of this 
kind. We do not escape, however, from the 
duty of examining criticism which is prompted 
by wartime conditions merely by pointing out 
that the machine was not contemplated for 
such tasks as it has in fact been called upon to 
perform in the circumstances of war. We may 
never have to face again such conditions as 
arise, for example, from the flight of refugees 


| from bombed towns and the concerted action 


over wide areas which that problem called for. 
On the other hand, it seems likely that the 
new creative tasks of peace will call for con- 
certed action over wide areas. 

We must, therefore, examine problems of 
area and division of services in their funda- 
mental aspect, and the more radical of the 
suggestions which have been made for a new 
On the other hand, we must not forget 
that the plan may be sound enough, but 
that it may not have achieved the best results 
because it has never been fully applied, or 
rightly adjusted, or kept adjusted, to its 
environment. If, then, we must not fail to 
examine the radical suggestions for its super- 
session, neither must we fail to see what the 
plan itself could achieve if it were better 
applied. 


Never Fully Applied 


It is evident that the plan does exhibit some 
kind of an attempt to meet the characteristics 
of areas and services of different type. Though 
it has taken county boundaries as they have 
been for centuries, it has proceeded upon the 
assumption that areas outside the larger 
towns require an authority of some territorial 
scope, size, and resources, and assumed that 
the county was such a unit. It has assumed 
that the largest towns would be county 
boroughs, that the typical non-county borough 
and urban district would be fairly substantial 
in size, and that the parish would be a rural 
or semi-rural community of smaller size, con- 
siderably less than the urban district. 

Suppose we find, however, that some 
counties and county boroughs are small; 
that some boroughs and urban districts are 
tiny, and smaller than many parishes, while 
others are very large indeed—larger than 
many .county boroughs; ‘and that some 
parishes have changed from the status of 
mere hamlets to urban aggregates of 10,000 
or more, and are larger than many boroughs 
and urban districts. We should say that 
facts such as these prompted a belief that the 
plan had never been fully or rightly applied. 
To a large extent we shall find this to be the 
case. -Let us, therefore; look. a: little more 
fully into this aspect of the problem. 


OR Te a a ase 
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Administrative counties number 61, with 
populations ranging from 18,000 in Rutland, 
to about 1,900,000 in Lancashire. (I am not 
dealing with Metropolitan government, the 
form of which is sui generis, 
not include 
London.) There are 83 county 
their populations ranging from 
26,000 to 1,000,000 ; 309 non- 


boroughs, | 


and therefore do | 
the administrative county of | allotted on attainment of certain population 
| levels, 


Satisty those requirements. Doubtless 
range of functions of the smaller boroughs 
and urban districts is not as wide as those of 
the larger ones, because, as we have seen. 
there are certain functions which are only 


and the levels which qualify for the 


the | 
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the county council; for it is no reflection on 
either type of authority to say that co-operation 
between services 1s difficult in such conditions 
and must fail to secure the potentialities of 
unified executive responsibility. Whether, 
in such instances, any service 
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benefits from the wider ferri- 


county boroughs, with popu- ie i 
lations ranging from 900 to 
200,000 ;: 572 urban districts, 
with populations ranging from 
760 to 184,000 ; and 475 rural 
districts, with populations 
ranging from 1,400 to 135,000. 

For reasons which I shall 
mention later, we cannot con- 
clude that variations in size 
(particularly between the same 
type of authority) necéssarily 
point to mal-adjustment of the 
plan, or imply that the demar- 
cation of areas has proceeded 
entirely without study of con- 


ditions. Nevertheless, there 


are striking anomalies. Not- 
withstanding that 75,000 is 
now the level of eligibility for 
county borough status, there 
are a score or more county 
boroughs which do not attain 
this igure. Disparities between 
urban districts and boroughs 


“PLOCAL COVERNMENT 


SERVICE 


torial scale of the county we 
shall discuss later. Even if it 
did, we should still ask whether 
such benefits are outweighed 
by those which a unification 
of local executive control would 
secure 1n such areas. 

What factors have. brought 
about a situation such as this ? 
| will summarise them in a 
form which can be easily related 
to the proposals I eventually 
make : 

The plan never was applied 
‘ ‘ in conformity with its con- 
VACKASS ceptions. It is product of 
di legislative development and 


| 
7 J alls 
HYPERION I. 


at each stage its savings of 
existing status have been 
extensive. For example, it 
preserved the tiny boroughs 
with old charters: and it 
took geographical county 
= areas as they were. 

2. The plan has not been ad- 


are not~ material 
considerations, as there is little 
difference between the powers 
of either. We find, however, 
many non-county boroughs, avd urban dis- 
tricts, of a population, size, and rateable value 


r 


considerably larger than those of many county | 


boroughs and certainly well above the 75, 000 
level, and a still larger number which fall little 
short of that level. On the other hand, we 
find a very large number of boroughs and 
urban districts at the other extremity. There 
are no fewer than 50 or 60 boroughs with a 
population of less than 5,000, and as many 
as 107 with a population of less than 10,000 ; 
and there are two or three hundred urban dis- 
tricts with populations between 1,000 and 5,000. 


*‘* Urban” Rural Districts 


Turning to the rural districts, we should find 
on examination that, particularly in the South, 
many have been urbanized in such a way 
that they now contain three or four small 
towns, often at a considerable distance, and 
containing as many as 10,000 or 15,000 in- 
habitants; and that such towns remain 
parishes with no services of their own, not- 
withstanding that they exceed many of the 
boroughs and urban districts in size and 
resources. 

As to the county councils, neither of the 
extremes gives a clue to their more - usual 
ranges of size and character. There are, 
perhaps, only one or two which are not much 
larger than Rutland, or which, like Rutland, 
are almost wholly rural. Again, there are 
only a few which attain anything like the popu- 
lation of Lancashire. In quite a large number, 
however, the population is of the order of 
200,000 to 300,000 ; and it is doubtful whether 
the aggregate of county council services in such 
instances, compared with the aggregate of 
services of the larger non-county boroughs 
and urban districts, renders them organisms 
which, in terms of function, staff, plant, etc., 
are as ‘* large ’’ as the latter. 


From these facts it is difficult to understand 
why so many of the larger boroughs and urban 
districts should not have county borough 
status. On the other hand, it is manifest that 
there is a great number of boroughs and urban 
districts which are very small; and a con- 
sideration of the requirements which such 
places may nevertheless possess forces me 
to the conclusion that many of them cannot be 
equipped, administratively or financially, to 
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allocation of these additional functions are, 
generally speaking, much higher than those 
of the very small boroughs and urban AUEEEAS 
we have singled out for notice. 


What has to be remembered, however, is 
that it is the services which such places must 
perform by 
material 
The range of services which boroughs and 
urban districts acquire by status are, when we 
come to study them, precisely of the kind 
which require substantial works and executive 
organisation, involving important techniques. 
Without going through the list, it is sufficient 
to mention such services as sewerage, sewage 
disposal, and water supply. 


Divided Control 


This latter consideration leads us to look 


at the position from another angle, namely | 


the distribution of functions. As I have 
already said, perhaps the majority of these 
have been distributed to counties or to 
boroughs, etc., in virtue of their status as such. 
It is manifest that, so long as great discrep- 
ancies exist in the size, etc., of the grades of 
authority, any automatic apportionment must 
in many instances have gone awry. The 
* right ’’ area administratively may have been 
conceived as *‘ county ”’ or °° borough ’’ (on 
a balance of considerations it can often be 
either, as I hope later to show); but with 
variations as many and as wide as exist among 
these units, automatic distribution must fail 
to achieve it in a high percentage of cases. 


The effects are varied. On the one hand, 


very small boroughs and urban districts receive 
functions with which it may be difficult for 
them to grapple. On the other hand, the 
county council assumes services in large non- 
county boroughs and urban districts which 
the borough or district might be financially 
able and unquestionably competent to shoulder, 
and which local knowledge, the speedier means 
available from local responsibility, and the 
executive apparatus on the spot could handle 
better, and in some cases more economically, 
largely because these are on the spot. Where 
such -non-county. boroughs and urban dis- 
tricts are commensurate with county borough 
level, it is an administrative catastrophe that 


{ the services should be split between them and 


virtue of their status that are | 
to the conclusion I have drawn. | 


justed or kept adjusted. 
(a) Even when completed, it 
was conceived in terms 
too static, and any eftec- 
tive provisions for revision of areas, etc.. 
were practically absent for a Jong time. 


(b) Events have shown that the statutory 
provisions for revision of areas have not 
secured a sufficiently speedy adjustment 
to the rapidly changing conditions 
operative during the last decade. More- 
over. not only can they not work sufh- 
ciently fast, they are not on a Satis- 
factory basis. Though the final respon- 
sibility is, as I have said, in the hands 
of the Ministry of Health, the initia- 
trve rests largely with the county council 
in the case of district areas ; and parti- 
cularly in revision affecting the larger 
boroughs and urban districts, the county 
council is an interested party. Motre- 
over, the government departments have 
not been equipped either for functions 
of arbitration or initiative, Owing to 
their pre-war failure to decentralise, 
among other factors. And, finally, not 
only were county council areas chosen 
without regard to characteristics ; they 
have remained sacrosanct. 


3. All the foregoing circumstances have re- 
flected themselves in the distribution of 
functions as well as the demarcation of areas. 
For example, small boroughs have retained 
separate police forces, while large non- 
county boroughs remain served by county 
police. A further example is that ot 
elementary education, for which boroughs of 
10,000 and urban districts of 20,000, accord- 
ing to the census of 1901, could and did 
become authorities under the act of 1902. 
The level for eligibility has remained the 
census of 1901: so that the large urban 
areas of non-county boroughs and urban 
districts which have grown up since, are 
still catered for by the county council. 
Such differences cannot be justified, what- 
ever view may be taken of the right area 
for this service. Moreover, the distribution 
of the plan in its application to areas has 
involved serious miscarriage in the distri- 
bution of functions wherever these have 
been distributed in virtue of the status 
of the authority; and this in itself has 
involved serious departure ‘from the con- 
ditions of administrative efficiency. 
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Tom Harrisson’s article on “ Blitzinformation’’ in last month’s journal, and our 


editorial comments oa it, have aroused much interest. 


Here, A. H. MARSHALL, 


B.Sc., Ph.D. supplements the views there expressed with an account of the actual 
working of the information service in a county borough which has been subjected 
to exceptionally severe air attack. 


HE exact pattern of the information | 
service must depend on local conditions, | 
especially the disposition of the various public | 


offices, the extent and nature of the area, and | 


the degree of damage already inflicted. 


stances, or they are useless. 
is, therefore, claimed for the following sugges- 
tions other than the fact that they are practic- 
ally all in actual operation. They are intended 
to illustrate the practical factors in the 
situation. 

The information service is superimposed 
on a network of services already complete in 
themselves. . The officials carrying out these 
services will be concentrating on their own 
particular service and may know little of the 
complementary — services. Moreover, they 
may quite naturally regard the giving of 
information to the public as an unwarranted 
distraction from the task in hand. It is essential, 
therefore, to convince everyone who comes into 
contact with the public after an air raid that 
no information centres can possibly cope with 
all the inquiries, and that élementary advice 
and information must be available at all public 
offices. 


Training The Official 

Having had one of his needs attended to, 
the air raid victim 1s bound to ask what else 
he has to do. It is not sufficient to say that 
further help is not the bustness of the depart- 
ment: the answer should be forthcoming— 
and it must be the correct answer. Once a 
person has been misinformed as to his rights, 
he always tends to be suspicious. If the first 
official misled him, how is he to know that the 
second is not also misinforming him? = In 
addition, where a member of the public is 
wrongly directed to another office, there is a 
definite waste of time, both of the official and 
the public. 


The | 
arrangements must fit the particular circum- | 


No special virtue | 


How are officials to be convinced of the truth | 


of these remarks, and how can the necessary 
basic knowledge be imparted to them ? 
solution is in a series of two or three meetings 
at which the head of each department carrying 
out an after-raid service explains his duties 
and answers questions. At such a meeting 
talks would be given by representatives of 
Government departments (e.g. district valuer, 
Assistance Board, Board of Trade, War 
Damage Commission) and by the heads of all 
the local authority’s own after-raid services, 
the chief of which are rest centres, repair of 
property, rehousing, furniture removal and 
storage, salvage, evacuation, billeting, identifi- 
cation, registration and burial of the dead, 
emergency feeding, information centres, and 
tracing of missing relatives. 


An Administrative Centre 


All the local authority’s officers coming 
into regular contact with the public after raids 
should be required to attend the meetings. 
The staffs of voluntary organisations and 
Government departments should also attend. 
A transcript of shorthand notes taken at the 
meetings provides a complete guide to the 
after-raid services, as they are actually ad- 
ministered in the particular area in question. 
‘The transcript should be supplied to all 
departments affected, and should be kept up 
to date by a series of memoranda notifying 
changes as they take place. This is found 
to be a simple matter in practice. 

The local authority, having made sure 
that all officials have a general knowledge of 


the services, must next organise the specialised 


The | 


' 
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information service by establishing either an 
administrative centre or an information centre, 
or a mixture of the two. An administrative 
centre is admittedly the tdeal. At such a 
centre all the needs of the air raid victim 
would be catered for ; walking from office to 
office would be eliminated. 

Some towns may be in a position to provide 
an administrative centre. Generally speaking, 


ANTI-WASTE DRIVE 
CRAND OPEN-AIR MEETING 


" and before | 
mustn't waste a scrap of paper or an ounce 
of petrol !”’ 


however, it will not be practicable. Many of 
the difficulties are fairly obvious—e.g. incon- 
venience of operation away from the depart- 
ments, uneconomic use of staff, absence of 
suitable buildings conveniently situated. There 
is, however, an additional consideration. 
The centre must be able to cope with the 
aftermath of any raid, however large, other- 
wise confusion will be inevitable. 


The Information Bureau 


At the other end of the scale is the pure 
information centre where no _ services are 
administered but where information and advice 
is given. The central information office should 
be in the building where most of the services 
are administered—usually the town hall. 
It needs to be staffed by competent and sympa- 
thetic persons who are thoroughly acquainted 
with the after-raid services and the general 
problems of air raid victims. The staff should 
be able to deal with all normal inquiries 
without reference to instructions. 

If the staff is to be saved from inundation 
after a heavy raid, it will be found necessary 
to filter the entrants to the information office. 
The simple way to accomplish this is to have 
an adequate number of intelligent doorkeepers, 
all of whom must have received the basic 
training. Trained doorkeepers can direct 
more than nine-tenths of the callers. In 
practice, they are one of the most vital links 
in the chain; it is difficult to overrate the 
service they can perform. Just after a raid 
they should be supplemented by trained 
members of the office staff. 


A special series of temporary. signposts 


should be installed in the town hall to guide 


AN INFORMATION SERVICK AT WORK 


the public to the offices concerned (municipal 


buildings are apt to be woefully deficient in > 


this respect.) Every encouragement should be 
given to Government departments to open 


_ offices in the town hall in times of emergency, 


should sufficient accommodation be available. 
The town hall is, or should be, the place to 
which the public naturally gravitates, and every 
possible service should be administered from 
the one building, thus giving most of the 
advantages of an administrative centre with 
none of the disadvantages. 

Experience has proved that even if a service 
cannot be administered in its entirety from the 
town hall, it is often possible to take informa- 
tion and requests. Thus, for example, in the 
case of first-aid repairs to property, though the 
offices of the official responsible may be 
elsewhere, it is nevertheless possible to receive 
initial requests for repair at. the town hall. 

Another practical point is that it has been 
found useful to allot to the central information 
office other duties besides the giving of infor- 
mation e.g., furniture removal and storage, or 
tracing of missing relatives, thus transforming 
it partly into an administrative centre. If this 
is not done, the staff may not be fully employed, 
for the inquiries tend to ebb and flow. More- 
over, the more services they undertake the 
more the authority 'is approaching to the 
provision of an administrative centre. 


District Bureaux 


The central information office will not be 
sufficient in itself; it will need to be supple- 
mented by a service at the rest centres, by 
district offices, and, if possible, by the Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau office or offices. 

At every rest centre there should be someone 
charged with the duty of giving infermation. 
The ordinary rest centre staff is of necessity 
full up with other work. An admirable arrange- 
ment is for the Citizens’ Advice Bureau to 
supply this service at the rest centres. The 
voluntary workers which it will send should fit 
in well with the rest centre staff, also mainly 
voluntary. | 

The district information centres may con- 
veniently be located in substantial corporation- 
owned buildings in the various areas, preferably 
where there is a permanent organisation to 
provide the nucleus of the staff of the centre. 
Branch libraries are excellent for this purpose. 
All the circulars, memoranda, and notifications 
which are sent to the central office should be 
sent to the district offices. 

The staffing arrangements both at the central 
and district offices must be elastic and provision 
must be made for immediate expansion after 
a heavy raid. An ideal arrangement is for the 
extra staff to be supplied, at least in part, from 
the Citizens’ Advice Bureau. The C.A.B. is 
the only voluntary organisation specialising on 
giving advice, and if it is properly managed and 
the volunteers wisely recruited (for brains are 
indispensable for an advisory service) and the 
Bureau notified by the information office of all 
administrative changes, it is an invaluable 
Organisation. As orders and _ regulations 
become more numerous and complicated, 
there is an increasing need for a buffer between 
the draughtsman and the individual citizen. 


Prompt Action Essential 


Whatever the nature of the information 
service, it must be ready for immediate action. 
After a raid, contact must, therefore, be made 
at once with every local office, including all 
rest centres and emergency feeding centres 
likely to be needed, to find out if they are in 
operation. The only satisfactory way to accom- 
plish this is to have a number of runners who, 
after a ** blitz,’’ proceed direct from home to 
the local office allocated to them and report 
at once to the central information office, which 
will immediately notify, again by runner, the 
branch information offices. | 

| - (Continued on next page). 
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district took this view some time ago. 


C.A.B.s IN TOWN AND VILLAGE 


The Citizen’s Advice Bureaux are playing an essential part in the information service. 
There are now more than 1,000 of them, answering over a million questions a year, 
and contributing in many other ways to the satisfaction of public need and the main- 
tenance of morale, Here, E. E. ASHMAN, secretary of the Herts county branch, 
describes a notable piece of N A LG O enterprise, as a result of which bureaux have 
been established not only in Hertford, but in other towns and villages in the county. 


HE ratepayer is frequently heard com- { 
_plaining — that 
paving his rates if he got anything for. 


them.”’ 


Often, he does not get what is due to | 


him for the simple reason that he does not 


know how to use the machine created by his 
money for his welfare. 


Next we turned our attention to the districts. 


** he would not mind | Here, the county branch arranged for the set- 


ting up of bureaux or affiliated advisory 
centres in other towns and villages where they 
were needed; for these, the county library 


‘centres were invaluable. 


He is ignorant and 


fearful of officialdom and thus he gets second | 


best and grouses. 

The Citizens’ Advice Bureau service aims 
to stop this by first guiding the public to the 
official machine and then teaching them how 
to use it. _Such work is necessarily of interest 


to the local government officer ; indeed, it is | 


his duty, as it is to his advantage, to assist it | 
in every way, for, as Tom Harrisson pointed 


Out in last month’s journal, the best municipal 
services are valueless if the public does not 
know of their existence. 

N A L G O members in Hertford and 
They 
found that advice bureaux had been opened 
in some neighbouring towns, but not in the 
county town itself nor in other towns and 
villages where the need for them was no less 
great. In Hoddesdon and Welwyn Garden 
City, officers themselves were controlling the 
bureaux voluntarily and with such enthusiasm 
that, at an Eastern district committee meeting, 
the secretary of one of these, whose inquiries 
then ran into four figures, was heard to remark : 
** {t is a good job N A L G O is my true 
love ; otherwise C.A.B. work, my new love, 
would claim my whole attention.’’ - 

The Hertferdshire County branch, an ener- 
getic branch eager to improve its relations 
with the public, decided that the best way of 
providing an adequate advice bureau service 
where it had not yet beén established would 
be to arrange joint co-operation with the local 
branches. The county town was first given 
attention. Here, after a word with the 


borough branch, and an approach to the Mayor | 


about accommodation, the first. bureau was 
opened jointly by the county and borough 
branches in the public library. 

We did not make the mistake Tom Harrisson 
so rightly condemns of assuming that, once 
the bureau was opened, the public would auto- 
matically flock to it. Post Offices, banks, 
police stations, and all public places were 


| 


|Our last issue, Tom Harrisson was banging | 
The need for information | 


' 


/ 


plastered with advertisements of it, and the local . 


cinema gladly gave us a free advertising slide. 


AN INFORMATION 


(Continued from preceding page) 


In addition, the central office should make 
necessary corrections on the information 
posters, the printing of which should be put in 
hand by midday after the raid. The printer, 
preferably out of the city, should have the tvpe 
standing. 

The presence of unexploded bombs will 
usually make all this much more difficult than 
it sounds. Unexploded bombs will also be 


responsible for temporary changes of address. 


Some of the posters may, therefore, require 
printing after a day or so. It has been found 
imperative to keep an exact list of the persons 
to whom posters have-been given, so that they 
may receive corrected posters should such be 
issued. A stale poster is worse than none at all. 
As to the number of different posters, it may be 
found convenient to have a comprehensive 
poster shewing all after-raid fices and 
their location, and one or two special posters 
giving such information as the addresses of 
emergency feeding centres. The comprchensive 


| 


—— 


Normally, each bureau must work 
probation ’’ for three months before it is 
Officially recognised by the National Council 
of Social Service. The Hertford and district 
centre, however, was awarded its recognition 
badge of the ‘* Wise Old Owl’ within two 


of the local government officer to act as a sym- 


— eee 
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Our experience has shown that the local 
government officer is ideally suited for this 
work, and that it has great fascination for him. 
It is the best form of public relations, enables 
him to satisfy his ideals of service in a pecu- 
liarly intimate and personal manner, calls for 


_all his ingenuity, and gives him an outlet for 
_those qudtities of personality which are so 
often stifled in routine local government work. 


take 
Is there a bureau in your 
village ? If there isn’t, why not 


Every branch and every officer can 
part in this work. 
town or 


Start one ? 


6 on 


pathetic adviser as well as an official controller. | 


to the bureau for solution. 
quote two sample ones only : 
An R.A.F. man’s wife and two daughters 


| have space to 


London. The Air Ministry had _ recalled 
the allowance book for registration of the 
change of address, one daughter’ was 
seriously ill, the other was travelling several 
miles daily to school, and no money had 
been received for over three weeks. How 
could the much-needed money, or the book, 
be obtained at once ? 

A man needing outsize clothes had tried 


the 


8 | Na | useful, or of a legal adviser ; 
months of its launching—a tribute to the ability | these can be found within NA LG O. 


Contact with the local voluntary services is 
essential, as is a knowledge of the local repre- 
sentatives of the central government and, of 
course, intimate acquaintance with all aspects 


of the work of the local authority. The 
services Of a °° Poor Man’s Lawyer ’’ are 


nearly always 


If the local authority can be persuaded to 


Many and varied are the questions brought | provide the accommodation, the expenses are 


not heavy, advertising and stationery being 
main items. The National Council of 


| Social Service is always ready to advise, and 


every shop in a town. Where could he get them” | 


Both these were satisfactorily answered, 
together with many others dealing with blitz 
and post-blitz problems ; in addition, many 


messages have been sent to enemy-occupicd | 


countries under the Red Cross scheme. 


THREE MODEL POST-RAID SCHEMES 


[Ts 


his article on the information services in 


at an open door. 
Centres in every town, and for the circulation 
in advance of pamphlets on post-raid services, 
is now widely recognised, and is 
wadely and adequately met. 

( bt fer example, has produced two 
Tae e pamphlets, one giving all necessary 
information about. post-raid services—and 
including, in addition, an excellent, simple 


summary of the provisions of the War Damage | 


Act and the various compensation provisions— 


SERVICE AT WORK 


| 
| and the smaller for more widespread exhibition 


poster will be most valuable in public offices 


on hoardings, etc. 

Other miscellaneous matters to which atten- 
tion should be paid include co-operation with 
the Ministry of Information who will establish 


a local office after a raid and supply loud-_ 
speaker vans; arrangements for duplication of 


centres for use in case of damage to the original 
centre; arrangements for duplication of staff 
(experience proves that many of the staff will 
be personally affected after a large scale raid): 
provision of immediate service on the spot i 
the case of a small local raid ; and the supplying 
of police and wardens with certain basic infor- 
mation which must always be up to date—e.g., 
addresses of rest centres. 

In conclusion, it cannot be too strongly 
emphasised that what is wanted is not a paper 
scheme which can easily be devised and made 
to appear impressive, but one which will stand 
the rough and tumble of raid conditions. An 
element of improvisation is inevitable and is 
nothing to be ashamed of. 


had been evacuated to a small village from | local authorities are empowered to give finan- 


cial assistance under the Local Government 
Act, 1933. 

Most local authorities have now organised 
post-raid information centres, and every centre 
of this type should include an advice bureau. 
Apart from its immediate purpose in solving 
personal problems outside the scope of other 
agencies, it trains the public—and we all know 
how much the training is needed—where and 
how to seek the help and advice they need. 

Indeed, many of us feel that the advice 
bureau is laying the foundation for what will 
be, after the war, a recognised and universal 
civic service. In the formation of such a 


‘service, N A L G O should play a leading part. 


One respect at least it is clear that in , and the other se‘ting out the detailed plans 


_ made for a post-raid advice bureau. Outstand- 


ing features of the latter will be the provision, 
in addition to eleven separate counters dealing 


_ with every type of post-raid problem, of light 
refreshments for those needing to spend some 


being | 
| wives ”’ 
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Ao OBC. 
Burnley Corporation. This, in which the head- 


time in the bureau, and of a service of ** House- 
who will, if necessary, accompany 
raid victims back to their homes and give them 
personal help there. 7 
Another town with fst-rate plans for an 
information centre is { Wakefield. Here, a 
predetermined messages rom...the A.R.P. 
controller will secure the setting up, within a 
few hours, of a complete bureau in any one 
of four alternative centres. The arrangement 
of the bureau is simple and efficient. All the 
officials required have been trained in their 
tasks and each will take reserve staff with him ; 
plans have been worked out for broadcasting 
the position of the centre and, as far as possible, 
transporting raid victims to it. Having seen 
the detailed plans and instructuuons, we are not 
surprised that they have won high praise from 
the Ministry of Health. Wakefield. too. has 
supplied every householder “ith a pamphlet 
outlining its post-raid services. 
rather more ambitious pamphlet is the 
of Information ’’ published by 


re alphabetically set out, is a model of 
clarity and simplicity. Most of the information 
is similar to that given in other bulletins, but 
there is one novel and useful addition—a 
detailed account of what to do shouid sewers 
be put out of action and use of water closets 


‘be made impossible. 


Any officer given the task of preparing such 
a pamphlet, or of planning an information 
bureau, would obtain much he!p from a study 
of these examples. 
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WERE this an old-style serial, I could 

remind you. briefly and in very small 
print how the Clerk and I resolved to start a 
movement in Much Cowslip towards payment 


for overtime, and as a first step to create the | 


necessary demand among ‘our members. 
Having jogged your memory, I could curtly 
enjoin you to ** Read on— 
can only launch boldly into the midstream 
of events. 

- The Clerk’s action in ordering overtime for 
everybody every night and every week-end 
soon had the desired effect. The first to rebel 
openly was Postlebury, the mildest of us all. 
We learned afterwards that a hurried lunch- 
hour visit to his pride and joy—a formerly 
trim and tidy replica of the Ministry of 
Agriculture model allotment, which the Clerk’s 
action had prevented him from tending for 
three weeks—had revealed a riot of dandelions, 
mare’s tail, thistles, and docks. All we knew 


at the time was that Postlebury returned from | 


lunch with an almost fey glint in his eyes, 
rushed into the Clerk’s office stuttering un- 
intelligibly, rapped him sharply on his bald 
crown with the office ruler, and collapsed 
gracefully on the carpet in a faint. Seven male 
members of the staff and Miss Legge, all fully 
qualified first-aiders, answered the Clerk’s 
enraged bellow for help. While Miss Legge 
stayed to poultice the Clerk’s tingling scalp, 
the others dragged the unconscious Postlebury 
feet first to the ambulance room. As everyone 
insisted on helping to apply artificial respira- 
tion treatment, he was rather roughly handled, 
nor was his condition improved by seven 
separate tots of. sal volatile. 

When, despite these attentions, Postlebury 
awoke, his rage had evaporated. His horror 


at what he had done was so obvious, and his | 


apologies so abject that the Clerk—who had 


J a 2 


rather enjoyed Miss Legge’s ministrations— | 


was soon appeased. Postlebury’s explanation, 
however, gave the Clerk a splendid oppor- 
tunity to point out, loudly enough for all to 
hear, that grievances should be aired a 
meetings of the executive committee, not by 
assaulting him. 

As was intended, this produced a fine crop 
of motions for the next meeting, varying from 
a blunt demand for the abolition of overtime 
(with an amendment from Postlebury ‘‘ except 
where necessary in the interests of efficiency’) 
to a detailed scheme for payment submitted 
by Blatherpatch. He proposed that overtime 
should be forbidden unless authorised in 
writing by the Clerk, any period of less than 
half an hour should be ignored unless there 
was a further period in the same week, pay- 
ment should be at an officer’s normal rate 
of pay up to ten hours a week (subject to a 
minimum rate of one shilling an hour to safe- 
guard juniors and ill-paid females). Beyond 
ten hours, the rate was to be one-and-a-half 
times normal, but on Saturdays, Sundays, and 
all recognised holidays at double normal rate. 

There were other motions, ranging from an 
anemic declaration ‘* that this Committee 
deprecates the practice of requiring the staff 
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precluding them from participation in health- 
giving and enjoyable recreational or educational 
pursuits ’’ to one calling for immediate afhlia- 
tion to the T.U.C. so that Mr. Bevin’s personal 
attention could be ensured before making our 
approach to the council. Each motion had 
its own tail of amendments, some boasting 
several incomprehensible paragraphs. 


Nothing is easier for an experienced chair- 
man than to bog his meeting hopelessly in a 
morass of motions and amendments until 
nobody can be sure what is under discussion 
or being put to the vote. The Clerk and I 
had decided that Blatherpatch’s effort would 
Suit Our purpose best, so, after a brisk ten 
minutes during which the committee members 


| raised and lowered their hands confusedly at 


the Clerk’s requests, he declared the Blather- 
patch motion carried and everything else lost. 
One member, who persisted that his motion 
had not even been mentioned, let alone voted 
on, was curtly told that was his fault, and 
ruled out of order. 

Armed with the authority he wanted, the 
Clerk, as a kind of insurance against failure, 
lectured the committee solemnly on the 
difficulty of the task it had—without so much 
as asking his guidance—thought fit to lay 
upon its negotiators. A less propitious 
moment could not have been chosen, since any 
effort to improve conditions or salaries was 
easily misrepresented as a selfish attempt to 
profit from the national need. He had small 
hope of success, but he and his brother officers, 
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“___the complete absorption of Councillor 
Mrs, Gauche in her knitting——”’ | 
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to continue at work after offical hours, thereby | on whom the burden of negotiation fell, would 
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as always, do their best to lie on the’ bed the 
executive committee had made for them. 

Postlebury and several others jumped up to 
explain that they had given their votes in error, 
and asked for a fresh vote. Evidently the Clerk 
had overdone his admonitory homily, and, 
given the opportunity, the committee would 
have retracted its decision and dropped the 
project entirely. With feigned reluctance, but 
very firmly, the Clerk ruled that the discussion 
was closed and to re-open it would reduce our 
proceedings to a farce. They had made their 
decision and it must stand—but he hoped they 
would remember it was theirs, not his. 

After the meeting, we lost no time in con- 
vening our recently-constituted Joint Committee 
to consider the application. The Clerk, Blather- 
patch, and myself attended as representing the 
staff side,and faced Councillors Mrs. Gauche, 
Torpid, and Gumble, with Councillor Mclsaacs 
in the chair, smirking at the pleasant prospect 
of defeating us by his casting vote. 

I flatter myself that, in presenting our case, 
I advanced logically irrefutable arguments. 
This, I pointed out, was the one outstanding 
instance where treatment of staff contrasted 
unfavourably with treatment of workpeople. 
Previously there might have existed some 
justification, on the score that, while we 
received pay during holidays and sickness, 
workpeople did not. Now—and the staff 
were delighted to see it—workpeople received 
these privileges as a matter of course. They 
were given holidays with pay ; they were paid 
during sickness, though not, I readily ad- 
mitted, for so long as the staff. For every 
moment they worked beyond the agreed num- 
ber of hours, they expected to be paid—quite 
properly in my opinion—and nobody thought 
it at all strange that they should be paid. 

During the past twelve months, my hours 
of overtime, officially recorded, amounted to 
five hundred and seventy-six—equal to -seventy- 
seven working days or fourteen working weeks. 
Even were the few regrettable occasions when 
I had overslept taken into account, the balance 
in my favour was still over thirteen and a half 
On my normal salary—with all respect, 
my very small salary—I had given the council 
over fifty pounds worth of my labour, the 
sale of which was my: only way of earning a 
living. I imagined that, were the. position 
reversed, the council would feel aggrieved if 
compelled to give me a grant of fifty pounds 
a year for no return. The essential difference 
between freemen and slaves was that freemen 
had the right to sell their labour, but slaves 
had to give it away. We were no longer 
content to forego the ordinary privilege of 
freemen. . 

Eloquently though I had spoken, I sat down 
with the feeling that all was lost. The sarcastic 
sneer on Councillor MclIsaacs’ face, the dull, 
uncomprehending stare of Councillor Torpid, 
the bland indifference of Councillor Gumble, 
and the complete absorption of Councillor Mrs. 
Gauche in her knitting told me plainly that the 

(Continued on next page) , 


ose 


, | had reckoned without the Clerk. 


Overheard 


[ am weary of the Stock Exchange ... I | 


always bull when I ought to bear and when 
I should bear I 4am barren. 
. x * 
Shelter Conversation 
** Pamela says she’s always getting the scent 
of roast beef and Yorkshire when there’s 
Woolton pie for lunch. She calls it wishful 
smelling. *’ 
Vathaniel Gubbins in the ‘‘ Sunday Express.’ 
* * * 


s 


Testimonial 
The manufacturers of a patent medicine 
recently received a letter from a= grateful 


woman. 


*“ Four weeks ago,’’ she wrote, °° I 
was so run down that I couldn’t even spank 


the baby. After taking three bottles of your 


tonic, | am able to thrash my husband in|. 


addition to my other housework. Thank you!’’ 
—Irish News. 
Hf: * 
Cockney’s Description of Roosevelt’s Special 
Envoy: 
** That there Mr. Hurry-Upkins.’’ 


' 


he has no leisure to laugh; the whole 
business of his life is to get money, and 
_more money, that he may still get more 
money, he is still drudging on... but 
he considers not that ’tis not in the power 
of riches to make a man happy... And 
yet God deliver us from pinching poverty, 
_and grant, having a competence, we may 
_be content and thankful. 


} * 
, 


zaak Walton. 


AT RANDOM 
By * Hyperion —~ 
| Illustrated by J. Carver 


' 


| 


Content ! 

| An American negro in the Spanish war had 
| 

} 


| just been moved up to the front line and was 
asked by an inspecting general how he liked 
i: 


' de truth, Ah 
rear. 
—From 


vas puffickly satisfied in de 


& & 


Looking for Trouble,”’ 


at CE A A ES 


: + 
Application for Temporary Post 


‘* Ah appreciates de glory, suh, but to tell | 


| Let me tell you, Scholar, I have a rich | 
neighbour, that is always so busy that | 
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_“ Shop-gazing ” 1941 


‘ A coupon for your thoughts, dear ! ”’ 
* x * 


| Food of the Gods 


The carrot—as the public has learned of 
late from reiterated precept, though not per- 
haps from experience—is the best of all possible 
foods, superior in nourishment and in flavour 
to sugar, Oatmeal, oranges, nectarines, baby 
lamb, Chateau Yquem, Strasbourg pate. 
nightingales’ tongues, and Napoleon brandy 
—the very thing, in fact, to make the donkey 


go. 


| 
| 
| 


by Virginia Cowles, | 
* 


[am over military age (53) and am likely to be 


effective executively for another 22 years; 
sight, hearing, memory, hands and internal 


'organs, v.g.: able to type through raids 
and ready at once. 

| * ~ K 

| Warning 


Beware the man whose mouth is small 
For he'll give nothing and take all. 


—From ** A Good Time Was Had by 


* * 


| English—As She is Wrote 

Her relics were inhumed the subsequent 
_day in the Wesleyan Cemetery amidst a con- 
| course of dejected kiths and kins. 
—From an account of a funeral in a 


& . 3 ee 


West African paper. 


MONEY FOR—OVERTIME—By * Jackass” 


(Continued from preceding page) 


voting would be equal and the chairman’s 
casting vote against us—as usual. 

nter- 
vening suavely, he suggested that, before taking 
a vote, the committee should in all fairness 
consider whether anything should be done 
finaffcially for those members of the council 
who devoted so much of their leisure to their 
duties. No one knew better than he that they 
neither sought nor desired payment for their 
unstinted public service, but if the staff were 
to be rewarded for interference with their 
leisure, ought there not to be some small 
recognition—paid, of course, under the guise 
of expenses—for councillors ? After all, 
members of Parliament were well paid, whether 
or not they attended to ‘their duties. If the 
Joint Committee agreed, he thought he could 
devise a legal method of payment of meal 
allowances to councillors engaged on public 
duties. Public duties might, he thought, 
include the discussing of local affairs -with 
electors, including members of the councillor’s 
own family, so that few meals would not 
qualify for the allowances. Having regard to 
present price levels, he thought ten shillings 
for lunch and five shillings for any other meal 
was reasonable. He only raised the point 
because, in approving the staff’s application— 
as he assumed they intended to do—they 
could, if they wished, extend the principle 
~ themselves and incorporate one in the 
other. 


Slowly, the sarcastic sneer faded from the 
chairman’s face, a gleam of intelligence 
dawned in Councillor Torpid’s left eye, 
Councillor Gumble remained bland but not so 
indifferent, and Councillor Mrs. Gauche 
dropped two stitches. I realised that, once 
again, the justice of our cause, coupled with 
clear and cogent argument, had gained the day. 
The Joint Committee unanimously approved 
our scheme, not forgetting the Clerk’s sug- 
gested addendum, and left it to him to frame 


The recommendation ‘** that an application 
by the staff for minor amendments to the 


due to them be approved, and that, in pur- 
suance of the same principle, a new basis be 
adopted for calculating the amounts due to 
councillors in reimbursement of expenses 
reasonably or unreasonably incurred ’’ was 
placed next on the council agenda to a long 
report by the Clerk on the operation of the 
War Damage Acts, and was adopted without 
comment by a council temporarily too bored 
to take an interest in anything. The staff were 
at first incredulous, then overjoyed, and our 
prestige as branch officers reached stratosphere 
levels. 

Since then, however, there has been an 
indignation meeting because the Clerk has 
cancelled overtime on Sundays. Some of the 
staff are talking openly of ‘‘ clearing out the 
old gang.’’ It is not all honey being a-branch 
officer ! 


Al” | 
by Stevi Smith, | 
; 


the necessary recommendation to the council. | 


% 4: * 


There’ll Always Be Some England 

Air Ministry and Ministry of Home Security 
communiqué last night stated: ‘* During day- 
light to-day, there has been some England, 
but very little elsewhere. ’’ 

—Scottish paper. 

Does This Explain It ? 

A great many of my brother internees are 
now bearded to the eyebrows, and it has been 
a rather awful experience to watch the loved 
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features of some old friend becoming less 
recognisable behind a creeping fungus. 

I am pretty sure several of us are baboons, 
and it is here I feel the line should be drawn. 
If an internee has a tail he should be given 
his freedom. 

—P.G. Wodehouse, in‘ Saturday Evening Post.’ 


* 4: » 
Local Government Post-Bag 
This letter was received recently by a 
Registrar of Births, Deaths, and Marriages : | 
“Dear Sir,—We shall be glad if you will 
kindly arrange for us to attend your office on 


Saturday morning next in order that we may 


mm b _consummate our marriage. Trusting this will 
method of determining the amounts of salary 


be agreeable to you.’’ 
* * So 


Believe It or Not 


A country cousin asked the other day whether 
Maples was ‘* still burning.’* My _ friend 
replied: ‘* Certainly not. I believe they 
have a sale on.’’ 

‘* But,’’ said the country cousin, ** I heard 
them say on the wireless that the R.A.F. had 
bombed Maples.’’ 

—‘* Critic ’’ in the ‘* New Statesman.” ’ 
* > * 


Letter from a Schoolboy 

‘* Yesterday, when we were having fielding 
practice, a long-nosed Blenheim came over 
here and did acrobatics. One boy claims it 
was his brother and another claims it was 
his father, but I think the former (if either) 
was correct.’” 
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JN its report, published in 1934, the ‘‘ Hadow’’ 
Committee pointed out that °* The essential 
qualification of a clerk [to a local authority] is 
administrative ability,’’ adding ‘‘a_ legal 
qualification may be convenient, but should 
not be insisted on to the exclusion of persons 
of proved administrative ability who do not 
possess the qualification.’’ 
I have come into contact with a number of 
solicitors who are part-time clerks of small 
local authorities. Frequently, the appointment 


| 


is taken at a small, or even nominal salary, and | 
I find that this is done in the hope that it will | 
bring other legal business into the office. In_ 
other words, it is a polite method of profes- | 


sional touting. 


Sometimes, in addition to the | 


nominal salary, legal fees for extra work are | 


charged for, and in 
frequently suffer. 
upon some junior in the solicitor’s office, who 


this way ratepayers | 
Usually, the work falls | 


— - 


probably gets no extra salary for the work. | 


I have also found that where there 
permanent or full-time officers, they prepare 
the bulk of the work, or it is thrust upon them, 
while the clerk takes the cream off the milk. 
I have come upon instances in which, when 
extra work is involved, the clerk complains 
that he is not paid for it and asks what the 
council expects on the salary he gets. 

Sometimes—as I know from _ personal 
experience—where the work of the _ local 
authority comes into conflict with the private 
practice of the clerk and affects his clients, 
the clients’ interests are considered first, often 
to the detriment of the public interest. 

Many solicitors acting as part-time clerks 
show little administrative ability, and their 
conduct, from a business point of view, would 
never be tolerated in a commercial concern. 
Unfortunately, the average member of the 
local authority feels unable to stand up against 
the ** legal *’ ability or advice of the clerk and 
has little power to bring about any improve- 
ment. Members have complained, ‘but seem 
afraid to take any definite action. Solicitors 
are often dilatory to an extent that would never 
be permitted in any business concern, yet the 
business of the authority is the business of the 
ratepayer and public. 


It is high time that NALGO should 
investigate these matters, and take definite 
action to ensure that part-time appointments 
are opened to qualified and _ experienced 
persons and not merely to the legal profession, 
protected by what may be regarded as the 
strongest trade union, the Law Society. 


I also know of cases where, when additional 
work had to be undertaken for the authority, 
especially during war time, the clerk has 
recommended and appointed to temporary 
posts relations or personal friends, regardless 
of their qualifications. NALGO should 
take a definite stand against these practices: 
members of the local authorities themselves 
should realise the position. 


If local government is to be carried on in 
the best interests of the public, efficiency in 
administration should be the first essential and 
inefficient administrators should be removed. 
Many local authorities seem to be under the 
impression that, once a clerk is appointed, he 
cannot be dismissed, no matter how inefficient 
or dilatory he may be, or whatever failures or 
errors he makes, and so we go along bungling 
and mismanaging public affairs. 


In making these criticisms I am referring, of 
course, only to the part-time appointments 
made by small authorities. I think it can be 
shown that, where the clerk of a small 
authority is not a solicitor, there is much 
better and more efficient administration. 


In view of the probability of re-organisation 
of local government after the war, it would 
not be inopportune for N AL G O to take up 
the question seriously now. 

‘** EFFICIENCY FIRST ”’ 


are | 


—————oow -_ 


' as an administrator. 


Administrative Ability First 


GURELY it is futile arguing whether or not 
clerks should or should not be solicitors 
until agreement is obtained as to what is the 
clerk’s primary function. Is it that of chief 
administrative officer, or is he primarily con- 
cerned with purely legal work, such as 
conveyancing and litigation ? 
If the latter is the case, then the argument 
must end. He should be a solicitor, for it 


READERS’ FORUM 


Letters for the October number 
must reach the Editor, ‘‘ Local Govern- 
ment Service,’’ 192, Edgwarebury Lane, 
Edgware, Middx., not later than 
September 16. Where possible, they 
should be sent in duplieate, to mini- 

> mise the risk of loss from enemy action. 


would be nearly as foolish to have a layman 
in a purely legal office as 1t would be to have 
one in the office of public analyst. 


eee eee oe 


But if the clerk is to be primarily concerned | 


with administrative duties, then it is on his 
administrative qualifications that he should 
receive his appointment. The examinations 
of the Law Society are designed to be a test 
of man’s ability to practise in law, but they 
are not designed to be a test of a mans ability 
Therefore, if it Is an 
administrator who is_ required, then the 
question of whether or not he ts a solicitor is 
hardly material. 

Personally, I think that if the clerk is to be 
the chief administrative officer, the work 
involved is sufficient to absorb all his energies 
and he ought not to be burdened with details 
of legal or any other professional work. 
Surely, in the case of the smaller authorities, 
there can be no more objection to employing 
outside assistance for legal work than there can 
be for employing the outside town planning 
expert when the amount of town planning work 
does not justify the establishment of a town 
planning department. But when the cost of 
this outside assistance reaches £300-£400 a 
year, the employment of a whole-time solicitor 
to take charge of the legal work would seem 
to be the proper solution. 

The controversy about the essential quali- 
fication of the clerk arises from a failure to 
appreciate the development of local govern- 
ment and the fact that, through necessity, the 
clerk has tended to become a directing and 
co-ordinating officer. Owing to the diversity 
of the work of local government there is 
to-day an overwhelming need in every authority 
for an officer who co-ordinates the work of all 
the departments and ensures that they carry 
out the directions of the council. If there is 
no such officer, there must be inefficient over- 
lapping and the many other wastes that occur 
through independent. uncontrolled depart- 
mental action. 

It is a fact that when this officer exists it is 
almost inevitably found that he is the clerk. 
It is my opinion that the old rule that the 
clerk is only primus inter pares is no longer 
valid, but if it is still contended that this rule 
holds, then he should be a purely legal officer 
and there should be appointed to every 
authority a chief administrative officer—call 
him what you will—whose duty it would be to 
exercise a general control over all departments, 
the clerk’s included, and to co-ordinate their 
efforts so that the council functions as a 
well-directed whole and not a conglomeration 
of semi-independent units. 

In conclusion, I would put forward my 
Opinion that the truly great clerks of to-day 
are not great because they are good solicitors 
or necessarily because they are solicitors at all, 
but because they have in a very large degree 
administrative ability, ability which has been 


MUST TOWN CLERKS BE SOLICITORS ? 


developed quite apart from their training and 
studies as a solicitor. Administrative ability 
is not the prerogative of any profession or any 
class. Though a rare quality, it is found 
throughout the commercial, industrial, and 
professional world. Because it is rare, and 
because local government needs the best, 
then I suggest that if a man, or a woman, has 
that ability, no consideration of whether or not 
he has a legal, or for that matter any other 
particular professional qualification should be 
allowed to stand in the way of his appointment 
to the highest administrative post. 


NORMAN F. E. BROWNING. 
Minster, Sheppey. 


VALUE OF QUALIFICATIONS 
A Neglected Section 


THE ** Hadow ’’ Report was none too kind 

in its remarks on specialised technical 
and professional qualifications that catered 
solely for the municipal service. Yet the 
associations providing these qualifications 
have played a valuable part in providing a 
means for the pooling of experiences, research, 
and the introduction of uniform methods. 
This makes for a more ready transfer of 
officers within the service, and increases the 
prospects of the ambitious officer, apart from 
its immense benefit to the local authorities. 


This being so, it is a matter of regret that 
many officers are attached to sections where 
there are no recognised qualifications ; where 
the demarcation of authority between the 
financial officer. and the departments varies 
considerably between authorities ; where there 
are vast differences in .organization and 
methods; where there are practically no 
opportunities for the exchange of views with 
officers employed by other authorities ; where 
there is a lack of available literature on the 
methods in use; and where advertised 
vacancies are few. 

Reasonable prospects of advancement, with 
a fairly clear line of study towards this end, are 
essential if local government is to attract a 
high standard of recruits. 

Those sections which possess recognized 
qualifications for the higher positions are 
more attractive than the others, for not only 
is there a criterion for enthusiasm and ability, 
but the training involved in qualifying leads 
to a large measure of agreement in the funda- 
mentals of the methods of working, and thus 
renders the training of value throughout that 
section of the service. | 

Of the sections of the service without 
qualifications I have particularly in mind the 
commercial staffs of public utility under- 
takings. Many of these undertakings serve 
areas extending far beyond the boundaries of 
the local authority, and not only give valuable 
service to many thousands, but also undertake 
huge capital works by direct labour. Un- 
fortunately, there are great discrepancies in the 
size of the departments, and whilst a few are 


self-contained, in many others the finance ‘ 


officer does the costing and billing. 

This has retarded rapid development in the 
organisation of the commercial staffs, and the 
ambitious officer who wishes to qualify himself 
finds it difficult to. study the problems of his 
own industry. He could qualify for certain 
professional examinations, but these, although 
of a high standard, do not deal with his peculiar 
problems. Further, they do not provide that 
intercourse with fellow officers which is so 
valuable, and consequently they are not of 
sufficient benefit in securing new appointments. 

The larger public utilities must have efficient 
costing methods, be able to furnish prompt 
returns and statistics, and have consumers’ 
records and billing methods capable of dealing 
efficiently with many thousands of quarterly 
accounts. Without opening the old con- 
troversy as to who should control these matters, 


I do think that costing control requires a sound | 


knowledge of costing methods, a» knowledge 
of the requirements of the financial side, and 
some acquaintance with the functional use of 
the technical equipment, whilst an under- 
standing of the implications of technical 
factors is essential for the application of costs 
to a technique of price fixing. Theneed in these 
sections is for a training in administration, 
modern business methods, commercial law, 
industrial law, economics, statistics, account- 
ancy, a sufficient knowledge of the technical 
side to permit of accurate and intelligent costing, 
and a knowledge of loans, income-tax, rating, 
etc., as affecting public utilities, in order that 
the needs of the finance department may 
be thoroughly appreciated. 

NALGO could help greatly to improve 
this position, particularly by paying more 
attention to sectional development within the 
service. The association has _ previously 
attempted to open the I.M.T.A. examinations 
to all engaged on financial work; but I would 
suggest that a new qualification is desirable. 
Its aim would be to fill the gap that now exists, 
and to promote close. and knowledgeable 
relations between the public utilities, etc., and 
the finance departments. I do not consider the 
association examinations achieve what I have 
in mind. 

W. WOLSTENHOLME, A.C.LS., A.C.W.A. 
Preston. Branch Secretary. 


LAND NATIONALISATION 
Was Proposal “ Political ” ? 


Js NALGO an uneasy combination of 

dual personalities, a Jekyll and Hyde 
affair ? In March, affiliation to the T.U.C. is 
rejected, undoubtedly because of the political 
implications, yet in July, with brazen uncon- 
cern, the association announces its support 
of nationalisation of the land. 

‘* Nationalisation of the land ’’—one of the 
fundamentals of the Socialist creed—is appar- 
ently accepted by NALGO;; _ inevitably 
without asking the district committees or 
branches for comments, and this revolutionary 
outlook is calmly reported in an ordinary 
issue Of LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE. It 
is completely beyond my comprehension, 
yet I feel certain that not one of our branch 
executive conservatives or ** go slow ”’ radicals 
will protest against the idea. If this is what 
N ALG O regards as keeping out of politics, 
I am perfectly prepared to advocate that the 
association continues to be ** non-political.’’ 

Perhaps the N.E.C. has a conscience about 
its decision to turn down affiliation to the 
T.U.C. and now offers its support of land 
nationalisation as a sop to the many sup- 
porters of affiliation. Sir Stafford Cripps was 
expelled from the Labour Party for being too 
Socialist. May not NALGO soon be 
debarred from affiliation to the T.U.C. for 
similar reasons ? 

age S 


Were it to be invited, NAL¢O would 
doubtless support extension of the social 
services, which was one of the planks of the 
German National Socialist Party: would R.J. 
interpret such support as equivalent to adoption 
of the Nazi creed ? One of the advantages of 
being ‘* outside politics,’’ surely, is that it 
enables the association to adopt whatever 
policies it considers the best, on purely rational 


grounds, and without regard to party labels. 


Achieving the Aim 
THE N.E.C. is to be congratulated on its 
memorandum advocating nationalisa- 
tion of land. It is a pity that the council did 
not take the one step necessary to get the 
full force of NALGO opinion behind it— 
the calling of a conference to discuss this 
problem and the other pressing problems which 
loom ahead. 
The duty of N.E.C. now is to prepare for the 
struggle (make no mistake, a struggle will be 


necessary !) by calling a conference now, or, | 


at the least, requesting a discussion at a 
general meeting of each branch. The forces 
which will oppose nationalisation are im- 
mensely strong; let us not minimise them, 
and just as planning for reconstruction must 
begin now, so working for the achievement of 
nationalisation must also begin now. 


I should have liked to see a strong line 
taken on the question of slum property. No 
slum has any value, and in the planning and 
rebuilding of cities after the war, NALGO 
Should demand: 


1. A ruthless policy of clearance ; 
2. A much wider definition of slum ; and 
3. No compensation paid. 


_ As a taxpayer, I object violently to paying 
interest to dispossessed owners of what is a 
criminal anachronism. 


Glasgow. A. i 


Responsibility of the N.E.C. 


AS. you have exercised your prerogative in 

inserting a note after my letter, I take it 
I am entitled to reply. Let me say at the out- 
set that I find your note absolutely unconvinc- 
ing. The fact that Parliament and _ local 
authorities take a certain line of action does 
not necessarily prove that line to be correct. 
In the introduction to the book recently 
published on ‘* The Use of Advisory Bodies,’’ 
it is stated: ‘°° It is for the constituencies to 
give expression to the general wishes of the 
electors as to lines of policy ; for the Cabinet 
to formulate legislative proposals which give 
expression to those wishes.’’ If you substitute 
branches and district committees for con- 
stituencies, and N.E.C. for Cabinet, in my 
opinion it is an apt illustration of our 
association. 

Of course, if our N.E.C., while claiming to 
represent the members, does not wish to 
endeavour to ascertain their views, there is an 
end of the matter. By accepting the principle 
laid down by you, a man joining NALGO 
may, at some future time, be represented by 
his N.E.C. as supporting proposals for what 
is described as a continental Sunday, or on 
the other hand what is said to be a puritanical 
Sunday, unlimited free trade or full-blooded 
protection, local option or total prohibition, 
Or some other nostrum which may hold the 
field. 

I hope, however, the writer of ‘‘ Blitzin- 
formation ’’ in your last issue read your note. 
On page 174 we read: ‘°* Local authorities— 
and the Government . . . should also take more 
positive steps than appear to have been taken 
so far, to find out what the public think about 
the services,’’ and: ‘°* Before giving that 
advice did the Government, or before carrying 
it out,: did the local authorities, make any 
attempt to discover what type of shelter the 
public preferred.’’ This is, of course, the 
principle I was asking our N.E.C. to adopt 
and which, to my great amusement, was 
described by you as °° merely mob rule and 
chaos.’’ I wonder what the members think of 
being described as a mob. Is it suggested that 
in ordinary times when we elect the N.E.C. it 
is a mob which does it? Is it the argument 
that if we left everything to the N.E.C., the 
rule would be an enlightened one leading the 
association into realms of unimagined 
splendour and ushering in the Golden Age of 
local government officers ? 

But, may I ask, what is a mob ? Is the 
N.E.C. a mob? This question suggests itself 
after reading the report on page 196 of the 
same issue. Here we are informed that the 
report of a sub-committee ‘* appointed .... to 
make recommendations on the personnel and 
terms of reference fof the N A L G O Planning 
Committee] gave rise to much controversy. 
Was the committee to be an independent 
body, and if so, would its report published in. 
the name of NALGO be regarded as 


binding on the association although not sub- 


2\1 


GH olsen Hall ) 
Oxford 


Founded 


in 1894 


POSTAL TUITION 


Fer London University 


MATRICULATION 


This is the most valuable of all the 
certificates giving exemption from 
Professional Prelim. Exams. It is also 
the first step to a University Degree. 


Tuition for London University 


Diploma in Public 
Administration 


and Degrees 


Prospectus Free 


on request (mentioning exam.) to the Director 


of Studies, Dept. RH7, Wolsey Hall, Oxford : 


mitted to the N.E.C.? Who, in short, would 
have the final responsibility for any recom- 
mendations put forward in the Association’s 
name—the N.E.C. or an independent group of 
Officers ? ’’ 

Note that the question was not, should the 
members have an opportunity to decide as to 
what was wanted in_ reconstructing local 
government but whether we the °° common o1 
garden °’ members should be bound either by 
the N.E.C. as a whole or a committee of the 
N.E.C. In either case we do not appear to 
have entered into the argument. Did those 
members of the N.E.C. who wanted the com- 
mittee to prevail think that ‘* too many cooks 
spoil the broth *’ or, to use the words of your 
note that it would lead to ** mob rule and 


chaos ’’ if the matter were decided by the whole 
N.E.C. ? 
112, North Road, P. J. SCRIMSHIRE. 


Hertford. 


We agree that in formulating its policies the 
N.E.C. should give expression to ** the general 
wishes of the electors as to lines of policy,’ and 
we believe that it does that. But that is a far 
cry from Mr. Scrimshire’s demand that the 
N.E.C. should have no right to express a view 
upon anything without first consulting the 
members. Scarcely a month passes without the 
council submitting views on behalf of NALGO 
to Government departments, Whitley Councils, 
local authorities, and other bodies. Does 
Mr. Scrimshire — seriously suggest — that 
before every deputation and before the sub- 
mission of every memorandum, it should hold a 
referendum of all NALGO’s 120,000 
members? The question has merely to be 
stated to demonstrate its absurdity. Having 
elected a national executive, members must 
allow it some discretion and authority: if it 
abuses their trust, they can get rid of it at the 
first opportunity, 
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** RBLITZINFORMATION ” 
A Greenock Denial 


** AND in Greenock, after its May blitz, 
the situation: was so bad thai the 
loudspeaker van announcers could not get 


wee eee - 


enough accurate information to disseminate | 


about the elementary social services of the 
area, and it is widely said throughout the 
area that buses arriving to evacuate the people 


went back empty because of the muddle.* — | Too Many “ Systems” ? 


Tom Harrisson, tn his article in August tssue. 
We beg to state that we resent very much 


the implication contained in the above State- | 


ment and shall be obliged if you will be good 
~nough to inform your contributor that, 
although his premises may have been correct, 
the conclusions which he has drawn are quite 
erroneous. 

If at any time wrong ‘information 
supplied to the public, it was not the fault 


Government departments who supplied in- 
formation to be broadcast, and then failed to 
supplement the promises contained in the 
broadcast messages. In the period immediatels 
following the blitz, information was supplied 
plentifully to the public both by poster and 
loudspeaker van announcements. The posters 
were displayed throughout the town, and of 
special announcements there were 
fifiv, copies of which we still hold. 
need, therefore, have been unaware of what 
to do or where to go to receive help. 

Again, it was not the local authority who 


_ other 
was 


actually | 
None 


ordered or sent back the buses, nor was it | 


because of muddle that they were sent back 
empty. 


Actually, this happened on the direct | 


instructions of a permanent official of D.H.S., | 


who stated, 


No more evacuation outwith | 


the town will take place today—half these | 


people are not homeless at all.”” 


Mr. W. M. MacKinlay, district information | 


officer, has written personally in like terms to 
Mr. Harrisson. 
It seems, therefore, that your contributor 


ee ew = 


has apportioned the blame of the alleged | 


muddle to the wrong Gepartment and we shall 
be glad if he will make, and give the same 
publicity to, the necessary correction in your 
next issue. 

W. B. PATON, 

Administrative Officer. 

W. M. CARROLL, 
Greenock. Information Officer. 

We are happy to publish this letter, but in 
fairness to Mr. Harrisson would point out that 
he was not concerned with the allocation of 
hlame to anv quarter, but solely with reporting 
the facts as he observed them. 


Mobile Bureaux Needed 
TOM HARRISSON has presented a search- 


ing analysis of the defects ia local 
information services in connection with air 


raids. The problem is a serious one, but 
without doubt the greatest hindrance to the 
dissemination of information is the apathy 
of the public, who will net take the trouble 


to find out in advance how and where to get | 


the help they may need. 

But the period 
serious air raid ts no time to indulge in artful 
propaganda. The people need help. Even if 
all the information they need is centralised in 
one building, they may not be able to get 
there. 

It is here that Mr. Harrisson’s solution 
falls short of perfection. If the people cannot 
get to the information centre, the information 
must: be taken to them by means of a mobile 
unit. A large van or pantechnicon, or a 
travelling library van, could easily be adapted 
and stocked with al! the appropriate forms, 
ration books, identity cards, gas masks, etc. 
(even money and clothes might also be in- 
cluded) and driven to a spot near or even right 
in the blitzed area within a very short time of 


Stationery are the same. 
immediately following a | 


oo . cratic and essential in many directions. 
of the information department but of various | 


the ratd. 
were out ol action, 
function effectively. 


this mobile unit could 


I do not wish to suggest that this idea | 


provides the solution to the problem, neither 
would it cut across any of the 14 points made 
by Mr. Harrisson. 
should become a fifteenth point, and is im- 
portant enough to deserve black type. 
Hastings. F.A. BRISTOW. 


ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM 


R. NORMAN DAKER'S article on the 


I have 
served a large local authority for many years, 
having worked in several departments, and have 


But | do suggest that it | 


Exen if the entire telephone system ! the whole hog in nationalising management 


methods, as every town has some peculiar 


_ aspect which calls for variance, but much can 


——-- -— 


conversed with hundreds of officers serving in| 


towns. [ am a strong advocate of 
municipal management, considering it demo- 
But 
I have one ** bee in my bonnet °’—waste. 

If the public knew of some types of waste, 
there would be a revolution among ratepavers. 
| do not mean the type of °° waste >” of which 


"1 WAR WEADON, 
nl WEEK 


Tvansa__4 \ 
ht ae a 
“All right—just one little ride round 


the square—but only because you’re the 
Mayor!” 


some ratepayers accuse local authorities, but 
waste in connection with administrative 
** systems.’ 

During my period of service, I have known 
large sums of money to be wasted because of 
changes in systems, following the transfer of 
officers from one town to another. Huge 
stocks of stationery have frequently been 
Scrapped (even in these days) to meet the 
fad or fancy of a new official, whether for the 
better or not. The time has come when all 
local authorities should as far as_ possible 
adopt the same methods. The Post Office sets 
us an example. Wherever one goes, the 
stamps are the same colour, and all forms and 
A change of post- 
master in a district does not mean a change of 
system. The methods of large private com- 
bines are also the same in every district. 


The multiplicity of methods adopted by 
local authorities all over the country Is very 
confusing to the public, and causes much 
worry to local government employees, 
especially those nearing retirement age, who 
have to begin studying new methods. 

This matter should greatly interest all mem- 
bers of NALGO, especially the younger 
officers, who are studying municipal adminis- 
tration, some of whom may find _ their 
efforts wasted when they come up against 
things that they have been unprepared for 
when securing appointments elsewhere. 

I know that it may not be possible to go 
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be done to run our municipal affairs upon a 
more rational basis. Improvements will only 
be possible, however, when a better type of 
councillor 1s secured. At present, it scems 
that officials can recommend and get away 
with almost anything, because committees 
lack the knowledge to enable them to sift the 
good from the bad. 
LONDONER 


MINISTRY FILMS 


'How Branches Can Help 


reform of administrative methods in the | 
August journal contained much truth. 


THE Ministry of Information recently held 

a very successful film show, dealing 
with various aspects of the war effort, at the 
Savoy Cinema, Cleckheaton. 

As public relations officer of the Spen- 
borough branch of N A L G QO, I offered 
the secretary of the local voluntary information 
committee the full co-operation and assistance 
of the branch, and assisted in circularising civil 
defence units and other local organisations, 
and helping with the: distribution of Posters. 
In addition, junior members of the branch 
acted as stewards. 

Queues were formed outside the cinema 
half an hour before the show began, and 
there was a crowded house, the attendance 
being over 1,200. The secretary tells me that 
the Ministry described the show as the second 
most successful in all Yorkshire. 

You will no doubt be interested in the above 


-account, which shows that N A L G O can 


be of considerable service in these matters. 
Spenborough. M. -E. SCHOLEFIELD. 


We warmly commend Mr. Scholefteld’s 
example to other public relations correspondents 
and branch officers. The Ministry of Informa- 
tion now has available a large number of first- 
rate films, many of them dealing with various 
aspects of local government, the showing of 
which will be of great value to N A LG O’s 
public relations campaign as well as a con- 
tribution to the war effort. We hope to deal 
with them at length next month. 


A NALGO “ FIFTH COLUMN ” 
Should it be Expelled ? 


PROBABLY most branches of NALGO 
contain a few members whose absence 
would be of greater benefit than their sub- 
scriptions. When the branch ts discussing any- 
thing which affects the relations of the local 
authority and the staff, these members seem 
to take a pride in presenting with all their skill, 
if not actually championing, the point of view 
of the local authority. In doing so, they 
generally plead that such a course is ‘* only 
fair,’’ or that ‘** there are two sides to the 
question.’” True enough, but how is it that 
they do not know that the local authority has 
no need of their advocacy, and, in fact, is quite 
capable of looking after itself? Even if this 
ostensible ** fairness *’ motive contains some 
truth, such members forget that their attitude 
is not very °** fair ’’ to the branch, which they 
should feel themselves pledged to support. In 
any case, they ought to realise that it is not their 
place, as members of a body which is intended 
to represent, and improve, the conditions of 
local government officers, to play the sedulous 
ape to mayor, alderman, and councillors. They 
cannot be on both ‘‘ sides ’’ at once, and if 
they feel it is their duty to act as spokesmen for 
the employers they should not belong to an 
association which represents the employed. 

I have even heard it urged by some members 
that, as the branch includes only 75 or 80 per 
cent (or whatever the figure may be) of the 
official staff, it is not ‘* fair ’’ to expect non- 
members to abide by its advice and decisions. 
This smells uncommonly like ‘* democracy ”’ 
on the Nazi model. 

Would it not make for better relations within 
the branches if such ‘* fifth-column ’’ members 


ee 


(in etiect, it not intent) were politely. asked to 
mend their. ways or to resign? They are 
potentially a disruptive and subversive influence 
in the branches, and. sow the seeds of doubt 
and dissension in the minds of the younger 


members. MEMBRUM VIRILE. 


SCOTTISH SALARIES 
‘* Basic ’’°—or ** Base ”’ ? 
N ALGO, with pardonable pride perhaps, 


a great victory at Port Glasgow, where the 
town council has been ordered to pay Scottish 
Whitley Council basic salaries. But the 
adjective should be ‘* base,’’ I think, not 
*. oe.” 

_ Before your readers become too elated with 
the success, let them examine the figures. 
From now on, a young man at Port Glasgow, 
provided he advances without let or hindrance 
for eleven years until he has reached the age 
of 26, will be receiving the munificent salary 
of £180, or £3 9s. 3d. a week, and at 24 a woman 
will receive £125, or £2 8s. a week. 

These salaries, | am pleased to say, compare 
very unfavourably with those in force in many 
other parts of the country, and are a bad 
advertisement for Whitleyism—so bad, _in- 


.deed, that I think those who authorised their 
publication have rendered the cause a great 
‘disservice. 


‘WEST COUNTRY BRANCH SECRETARY 


FQUAL PAY FOR WOMEN 
Ability and Brains the Test 


At a time when, in local government as in 
every other walk of life, women are 
hourly proving their equality with men, 
‘* Hassock ’’ sees fit to mumble that ‘* women 
take advantage of their being women ’’ and 
that ‘‘ the chief officer likes to be chivalrous 
at the expense of the male staff.’’ Does 
** Hassock ”’’ mean to infer that women use 
their charms to ‘*‘ vamp ’’ the chief official 
into giving them less work to do, and by 
‘* chivalrous ’’ does he mean that the chief 
officer always gives the really difficult work to 
the male staff, or perchance does ** Hassock ”’ 
mean that the chief official carries the cases of 
his charming women staff to the train at night ? 
Women in local government seek, or should 
seek with greater energy than we have seen up 
to the present, equality of opportunity with full 
‘economic status with men. Many.women are 
fighting for true recognition in the service and, 
whatever **‘ Hassock’’ may think about it, they 
will not grumble when the fight is won. (It 
will be won.) Local government is concerned 
with administration, and capabilities and brains 
must be, in the final analysis, the decisive 
factors, not a strange thing called sex. (Jackass 
please copy.) Women are more than pulling 
their weight today, and it is plain nonsense to 
infer that women expect men to cover up their 
mistakes. Does it never operate the other way 
round ? Come, come, Mr. Hassock, if you 
know service conditions you know the answer 


‘—don’t publish it next month—keep it dark 


for your own peace of mind. 

In conclusion, I do hope that ‘* Hassock ”’ 
does not really feel like *‘ a small stuffed 
cushion used as a _ footstool ’’ (Webster’s 
Collegiate Dictionary). 

East Kirkby, AUDREY M. 

Nottingham. 


BOMBED NURSES 
R.C.N. Relief Funds 


FrOR some time now, the Royal College of 
Nursing has -been administering funds 


PRIME. 


for the relief of civilian nurses (both trained 


nurses and nurses. in training) who have 
become victims of air raids. These funds have 
been subscribed by trained nurses all over the 
world, and the money is continually supple- 
mented by contributions from nurses in this 
country and overseas. 


Grants from these funds are supplementary. 


et age | to a safe area ; 
is congratulating itself on having achieved | 


to. any official compensation or relief to which | 
‘the nurse is entitled,-and are allocated with a 


view to tiding her over some temporary diffi- 
culty—for example, to furnish uniform and so 
enable her to start work with’ the minimum 
of delay; to pay fares and other expenses 
incidental to the acceptance of invitations to 


| 


country houses to recuperate under the Royal | 


College’s hospitality scheme ; 


to pay for the | 


immediate removal of undamaged furniture | 


to buy extra coals and nourish- | 


ment for convalescent post-graduate students | 
anxious to make up interrupted studies and | 


take their examinations. 
sidered promptly, sympathetically and with the 
minimum of ** red tape,’’ and, as the admini- 
Strative committee are all nurses, they are well 
qualified to deal with any special nursing 
problems that may arise. Application forms 
can be obtained from the Secretary, Royal 
College of Nursing, Henrietta Place, Cavendish 
Square, W.1. NANCY G. GOODALL. 
Royal College of Nursing. (Secretary) 


WELSH [IS ESSENTIAL 
Why it is Needed 


QGHOULD Mr. Longden ever come to those 

parts of Wales where knowledge of the 
Welsh language is essential he will soon find 
how important it is. For example, the minutes 
and all reports of my council are recorded in 


Each case is con- | 


ee 


Welsh and, of course, all meetings are con- 


ducted in Welsh. 

Welsh is necessary in all branches of services 
and walks of life in Wales and it is as important 
for local government officers in Wales to 


have some knowledge of the language, as it | 


is for officers in England to have some know- 
ledge of English. 

Penrhyndeudraeth, 

Mertonethshire. 


This is only one of .many letters received from 
Welsh — and English—readers, all making the 
same point, 


kn Eckl 


“ALL ABOUT THE COW” 
A Cautionary Tale 


A BOOK—one of the few which escaped 

the wreckage of the city library—which 
has been circulating among some of my office 
colleagues, is the delightful *‘* Come for a 
Walk,’’ by James Thorpe, the celebrated pen- 
and-ink artist. Published by Methuen in 1940, 
the following passage appears on page 201: 

* The cow is a mamal and is tame. It has 
six sides, right, left, fore, back, upper and 


And so on, practically word for word the 
** delightful essay by a boy of ten,’’ published 
in your August number. 

** Everything’s got a moral, if only you can 
find it,’’ as the Duchess said to Alice. 

Coventry. T. W. MASLEN. 


Too true—and we have noted the moral here 
and taken it to heart! 


THE OVERTIME EVIL 
Some of its Causes 


GOME work, described as ‘* overtime ”” is, 

in reality, not overtime at all, but work 
purposely delayed by the executive officer, to 
give the impression of intense activity to the 
chairman of the committee controlling his 
department. 

Again, retention at work is sometimes due, 
not to pressure, but to bad management, 
distribution, and delegation of responsibilities 
by ‘** self-made ’’ men with little or no training 
in the rudiments of business organization. 
Such men delight in gathering about themselves, 
at the conclusion of the day’s work, a group 
of clerks to whom they will give minor un- 
necessary jobs to perform before they leave, 
to create an atmosphere of bustle and supposed 
industry. 

This type of officer will, during the daytime, 


indulge in. unnecessary conversation, while 


EEE LMC Te 
LONDON 
UNIVERSITY 
DEGREES 


HE Degrees of London University are open to 
all. Neither residence at the University nor 
attendance at lectures is required. 


University Correspondence College has for over 
50 years successfully prepared many thousands of 
students by post for Matriculation, and the Inter- 
mediate and Degree examinations in Arts, Science, 
Economics, Law, etc. Highly qualified resident tutors. 
Low fees: instalments. Free re-preparation in the 
event of failure. More than 10,000 U.C.C. students 
passed London University exams. during 1930-1940. 


Diploma in Public 
Administration 


U.C.C. provides Courses of instruction. 
Full Particulars in Prospectus (see below). 


% Free Prospectus from the Registrar, 
University 
Correspondence College 
79 Burlington House, Cambridge 


LITERARY 
WRITE FOR PROFIT in Spare Time.—The ideal 
wartime hobby. Send for free booklet.—Regent 


institute (190G), Palace Gate, W.8. 


—_—~ 


MISCELLANEOUS 


BOOK-KEEPING & ~ACCOUNTANCY.— Expert 
postal tuition. Fee 5/- monthly. Success assured at 
any Public Final Exam. Booklet, testimonials FREE. 
—City —e Coliege (LGS), 21, City 
Road, E.C.1 

REMOVALS AND STORAGE UNDERTAKEN by 
DAVIES TURNER & Co., Ltd. (Est. 1870), 4, Lower 
Belgrave Street, S.W.1. SLO 5121. 


———————— 


the typists file and polish their nails in 
desperation. After a late arrival, a couple of 
hours is spent at lunch, then more conversation 
with visitors on the prospects of Stalin holding 
back Hitler. Half an hour before the time to 
finish, a collection of inward correspondence 
is unearthed from a pile of forms, a typist is 
sent for, and then begins a flow of dictation 

making it impossible for the typist to finish 
promptly, to say nothing of postal staff and 
the staff that must remain a further couple of 


-hours should they be wanted to hand their 


chief a document ! 

Another cause of staff retention is the 
executive officer who, lacking a.winter hobby 
at home, makes a hobby of his work, pro- 
longing it late into the evening without giving 
a thought to ambitious juniors, still with their 
way to make, who are anxious to attend 
evening schools. 

Juniors may be unnecessarily delayed by 
officers who have never qualified by examina- 
tion for the post they hold, and are jealous 
of the junior struggling to qualify by examina- 
tion for a senior post. 

There are occasions when overtime is un- 
avoidable, but it should be the exception, 
rather than the rule—or habit. 

** SUFFERER.’’ 


214 ESSENTIAL WORK ORDERS IN 


LOCAL 


GOVERMENT 


NALGO Moves to Protect Wembers 


| PORTANT steps to protect the interests | 


of members of NAL G O affected by the | 


Essential Work (General Provisions) Order, 
1941, and the Essential Work (General Pro- 
visions) Amendment Order, 1941, have been 
taken by the service conditions and organis- 
ation sub-committee of the N.E.C. 

Already, these orders are being applied to 
gas, water, and electricity departments of local 
authorities and it is understood that proposals 
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‘unfinished business,’ your Worship ’’ 
have been made to extend their operation to 


_ ments, local government officers must be given | 


transport, highways, salvage, and sewerage and | 


sewage disposal departments. They may be 
applied to any branch of local government, 
on the recommendation of the appropriate 
Ministry. 

The Orders empower the: Minister to 
schedule any undertaking which is engaged on 
* essential work,’’ as defined in the Essential 
Work Order. 


THE 


be withdrawn. At the end of six months, the 
certificate may be granted permanently, but it 


/ can still be withdrawn at any time. | 
NALGO takes the view that if local. 


government officers are to be prevented from 
seeking better employment elsewhere, their 
Salaries and service conditions must be safe- 
guardéd at least as well as are the wages and 
conditions of workmen. : 
Since workmen generally have a guaranteed 
minimum wage, secured under collective agree- 


equivalent guarantees. 


Should the Order be applied, therefore, to— 


any department of a local authority in which 
Salaries and conditions are below the appro- 
priate Whitley Council standards, the branches 
concerned should at once notify their divi- 
sional secretary, who will take the matter 
up with the local officer of the Ministry of 
Labour. 
In addition to these steps, the association is 
to discuss the implications of the Order with 
the Minister of Labour. 


APPROVED SOCIETY 
MEMBERS 


® THREE DAYS ONLY is the time 
limit laid downin the National Health 
Insurance Act for notification of 
incapacity. 


IF YOU ARE ILL, therefore, you 
must INFORM THE SOCIETY 
WITHIN THREE DAYS ; otherwise 
YOU MAY LOSE BENEFIT. 


If you cannot send the information 
within three days, you must send it 
AT THE EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY 
—but the time limit can be extended 
only if you have a good reason for 
delay. Ignorance of the Act is nota 
good reason. 


YOU. NEED NOT SEND A MEDI- 
CAL CERTIFICATE WITH THE 
NOTIFICATION. That should, how- 
ever, be sent as soon as possible. 


PLEASE GIVE YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
NUMBER WHEN YOU WRITE. 


NALGO APPROVED SOCIETY, 
CROYDE, BRAUNTON, DEVON 


COURT OF INQUIRY UPHOLDS 
TRADE UNIONISI 


“Kmplovers’ Duty to Fall into Line” 


The findings of a recent court of inquiry under the Industrial Courts Act will be of 
interest—and, we hope, will convey a warning—to those local authorities which 
still seek to ignore trade unionism, or which pav it lip-service only. 


consisting of Sir Charles 


.<... Sar, 


court, 
Doughty, 


—— 


Gerald Lant, and | 


Mr. J. W. Bowen, ex-general secretary of the | 


An undertaking may be scheduled for six | ! . 
| investigate a stoppage of work at the factory 


months at a time, but before placing it per- 
manently on the schedule the Minister must 
be satisfied on the following points : 

1. The terms and conditions of employment 


of persons employed in the undertaking must | 


be not less favourable than those provided 
for by the Conditions of Employment and 
National Arbitration Order, 1940—i.e., by 
collective agreements. 

. There must be satisfactory provision for 
the welfare of persons employed in the 
undertaking or such provision must be in 
course of being made. (This requirement 


i 


covers welfare both inside and outside the 


undertaking, including the arrangements 
for housing, travelling, and feeding. The 
Orders do not extend the legal obligations 
of the undertaking with regard to the pro- 
vision of welfare arrangements at its own cost) 


The effects of the Orders in a scheduled | 


undertaking are, briefly : 

1. The right of the management to discharge, 
and of the personnel to leave, is strictly 
controlled and is, in general, subject to 
permission of a national service officer and 
to at least one week’s notice. 


ht 


time-rate of 
conditions. 


wages, subject to specified 


time promising to increase wages. 


Post Office Workers’ Union, was appointed to 


of Trent Guns and Cartridges Ltd. 


In its report (Cmd. 6300, H.M. Stationery 
Office, 2d.) the court describes how, as a result 
of complaints received from workers at the 
factory, Mr. W. R. Brumby, a district organiser 


of the Transport and General Workers’ Union, | 
went outside the factory to invite the workers | 
to attend a meeting. 


‘* At this stage,’’ the 
report states, ‘* Mr. Claud King, the managing 
director of the firm, appeared and with the 
assistance of one of his staff, and using violent 
language, took Mr. Brumby inside the factory 
and sent for the police. Mr. King’s own 


_ Statement was that he * arrested * Mr. Brumby 


because he thought he was a ‘ fifth column- 
eT 

Later, after 60 employees had enrolled in 
the union, Mr. King addressed the staff and 
asked them not to join the union, at the same 
At a sub- 
sequent stage, Mr. King declined to meet the 


union to discuss wages and conditions. Two 


3. Cases of alleged absenteeism will be dealt | 


with under a special procedure. 

When an undertaking is scheduled, a pro- 
visional certificate is first issued. This must 
be posted in a prominent place and any 
employee or group of employees will be given 
_an opportunity to appeal if they consider their 
conditions to be unsatisfactory. If the griev- 
ance is justified, the provisional certificate may 


dismissed, and eventually many of the em- 


- WE ra _ployees refused to return to work until one had 
. A guarantee is given of a certain minimum | 


been reinstated. This the firm declined to do. 


After describing the further development of 
the dispute, the report quotes the following 
findings of the court: 


‘* The fundamental cause of the dispute was 
the stubborn refusal of the managing director, 
Mr. Claud King, to have any dealings with any 
trade union, and the active steps he took to 
prevent, if possible, his workpeople joining the 
National Union of General and Municipal 
Workers. 


‘* We strongly regret the attitude of Mr. 
Claud King. The union did in fact acquire a 
membership of the overwhelming majority of 
the workers and the attitude of Mr. King was 
bound to lead to a trade dispute with great 
possibilities of a stoppage of work, just as 
actually did happen in fact. 

“The almost universal practice and well- 
tried method of recognising and negotiating 


with the trade union or unions fairly represent- 


ing the workers should be adopted in these 
works, and unless it is adopted we fear other 
troubles will arise. 

‘* We appreciate that Mr. King is quite 
sincere in his belief that he is entitled to refuse 
to have any dealings with a trade union, and 
he claims that if he likes he is entitled to run 
his works on non-union lines. In peace-time, 
if he chooses to try to exercise this right and a 
trade dispute occurs in consequence, the 
national interest may not be gravely involved. 

“In war-time we think that, however strongly 
individuals may desire to run their works in 
their own way, it is their duty to their country to 
fall into line with the vast majority of other 
good employers and assist the Government in 
the accepted methods of conciliation.” 


£20 For An Essay 


workers who were members of the union were | 


The Workers’ Educational Association is offering prizes 
of £20, £10, and £5 for the best essay of not more than 
5,000 words, on the following subject : 

To consider the working of the Representation of 
the People Act, 1918, as exemplified in the general 
elections held since the passing of the Act, and to 
indicate what changes, if any, should be made in the 
method of electing Parliament in order to assure, so 
far as is reasonably possible, that the post-war House 
of Commons shall be representative of the nation, and 
shall contain within itself the highest political ability 
and leadership, irrespective of party, available for 
national service. 

The competition is open to all W. E. A. students and 
members of NALGO, as an affiliated. trade union, and 
the closing date is November |. Full details may be 
obtained from the secretary, W. E. A., 36a, St. George's 
Drive, Victoria, London, S.W.1 
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‘ Camp, Pilot-Officer A. W., R.A.F.., 


NALGO ROLL OF HONOUR 


KILLED 
pares As, ti Fas eas 21, 
ance dept., Glamorgan _ eh ae 
hospital after health breakdown.) 
Burton, Cpl. H. E., R.A.F., electricity dept., 
Nottingham C.B. 
Bradbury, Sergt.-Pilot G. S., R.A.F., Stafford. 
Davies, Cpl. G., R.E., engineer and surveyor’s 


(Died in 


dept., Baildon. 

Gilbert, Sergt. R. A., R.A.F., 20, rating dept., 
Maldon. 

Powell, L./A. L., Fleet Air Arm, town clerk’s 
dept., Erith. 

Rose, Sergt.-Pilot W., R.A.F., borough 
engineer ’s dept., Gosport. 

MISSING 


Bowering, Sergt.-Pilot N. E., R.A.F., Romford. 
20, clerk’s 
dept., Rochford U.D.C. 
Chipperfield, Sergt. C. T., R.A.F., 
engineer’s dept., Folkestone. 
Dean, Sergt.-Pilot D. A., R.A.F., 
dept., Yeovil (believed killed). 
Donovan, Sergt.-Obs. J. A., R.A.F., 
drainage dept., Cheshire C.C. 
Francis, E. H., supply assistant, R.N., borough 
engineer ’s dept., Luton. 
Helmore, Flying-Officer H. V. T., R.A.F., 24, 
clerk’s dept., Essex C.C. 
Herriott, W., R.N., electricity dept., Brighton. 
March, Major T. C., 34, engineer’s dept., 
Bucks C.C. Missing in middle East. 
Oswald, L.-Cpl. J. C., R.T.R., electricity dept., 
Woolwich. Missing in Middle East. 
Wimhkurst, Sergt. Obs. J. C., R.A.F., gas dept., 


30, borough 
town clerk’s 


land 


public assist- 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| Serymgeour, Second-Lt. J. H. P., R.E., 


| Capon, Sergt. W.O. P. J., R.A.F.. 


Barton, Gunner A. W., R.A., case paper dept., 
peste £..C.. 


Baxter, L.-Cpl. C. W., M.P., Highland Div., 
assistant registrar, Dundee. 

Brown, Cpl. G., M.P., Highland Div.., 
engineer's dept.. Dundee. 


Brown, S.Q.M.S. T. F., H.Q. Staff, Highland | 


Div., city chamberlain’s dept., Dundee. 


dept., Gillingham. (Interned in Algeria.) 

Carter, Sergt.-Obs. K. H., R.A.F., 23, clerks’ 
dept., Glamorgan C.C. 

Coleman, Cpl. S. W., Dorset Regt., 
Clerk’s dept., Whitstable. 

Cox, P. K., R.M., 
Taken in Crete. 

* Clarke, Cpl. A. B., R.E., borough treasurer’s 


Mies Ble 
Taken in Greece. 
electricity dept., Bristol. 


dept., Newcastle (Staffs). 
Farrell, C.S.M., D. G., R.A.S.C. Highland 
Div., city collector’s dept., Dundee. 


* Hunt, Pte. P. E. K., R.A.M.C., public health 
dept., Basingstoke. 

Imrie, Major C., R.A.M.C., assistant M.O. H.., 
Dundee. 

Lynn, Major S. W., R.E., surveyor’s dept., 
Bedfordshire C.C. Taken in Greece. 
Peachey, Trooper F. K., R.A.C., surveyor’s 
dept., Heanor (and former secretary of the 

Heanor branch). Prisoner in Italy. 

Poulter, Pilot-Obs. R. G., R.A.F., electricity 
dept., Gillingham. 

city 


engineer's dept., Dundee. 


water | 


electricity | 


: ae 


“SPIRIT OF THE MEN Is 
MAGNIFICENT ” 


S.Q.M.S. Thomas F. Brown, of the city 
chamberlain’s department, Dundee, who 
|| appears in this list as a prisoner of war, has 
|| been appointed British commandant in a 
German prison camp of 500 men. Ina 
recent postcard, he wrote : 

“The spirit of the men is magnificent 

and cannot be damped by prison life, with 

its long hours of hard work, meagre food, 

and multiple discomforts. Despondency 

is unknown, and I have yet to find a man 
| who is not supremely confident of the 
| future.” 

Mr. Brown is a keen student and, at 
his request, many of his books have been 
sent to Germany to enable him to continue 
his examination studies. 


Civilian 
KILLED (in air raids) 

Bintley, G. H., 32, works superintendent, 
Hoylake. Killed) when, as member of a 
rescue squad, he was on the way to give 
assistance in another area. 


AWARDS 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS 
Dodds, Lt.-Commander G. E., R.N.R., 


elec- 


trical engineer, Gateshead. For “ enterprise 
and skill in action against enemy sub- 
marines.’ 


DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 


Newcastle (Staffs). 


Woodsford, Seret. F. M., Royal Marines, 24, | Taylor, L.-Cpl. 


C. H., M.P., Highland Div., 


Merrills, Sergt.-Pilot, R.A.F., licenses dept., 


Aeteenne— we ~ a - 


, : ‘ae Kent C.C, 
town — ’s dept., Bournemouth (believed | School of Economics and - Commerce, | nivon, Sergt.-Obs. L., R.A.F., town planning 
Seems PRISONERS OF WAR * Wilson, Cpl. J. R., Northumberland Hussars, assistant, Rochdale. 


Bailey, Driver M., accountant’s dept., Middle- 
sex C.C. (and son of Mr. S. P. Bailey, deputy in 
rating officer, Tottenham). 


Italy. 


public health dept., South Shields. 


*Previously reported missing. , 


Prisoner 


oerequtiy-oase 


MENTIONED IN DISPATCHES 
| Arnold, A.C.I. C. B., R.A.F., architect’s dept., 
Devon C.C. 


JUTEX 


PANEL 
BOARD 


A WATERPROOFED AND PAINTED MATERIAL 
NO LICENCE REQUIRED 


* 


Uses: 
Linings, Partitions, Floor Covering, Window Protection 


* 


Sizes : 
6 and 8ft. x 6ft. © 6ft. x 4ft. and 5ft. ¢ 6and 8ft. x 3ft. 


Samples on Request 


C. F. ANDERSON & SON LTD 


WALLBOARDS 


HARRIS WHARF, GRAHAM _ STREET, LONDON, N.] 
_ Telephone : CLERKENWELL 4582 


WHY— 


Public Officials should make a note of 


BENSON'S 


West End Address :— 


25, OLD BOND STREET, 


LONDON, WI. (Piccadiily End.) 


Bensons, the watchmakers and Jewellers, were privileged to serve 

many Public Officials at their Ludgate Hill address. Now that as a 

result of enemy action, Benson’s showrooms have been transferred to 

their premises at Old Bond Street, members may rely upon obtaining 

the same sterling quality, sound value for money and careful Service 

as in the past. Benson’s hope that members will make personal 
visits or enquire through the post. 


Special Discount to Public Officials or monthly payments if desired. Details on 
request. Please mention Department ‘‘A’’ when writing or calling. 


THE MINISTER OF HOME SECURITY 


AGAIN urges all to be prepared for POISONOUS GAS NOVY! 
Are YOU? If not, send us your enquiry for essential requisites. 
Essential Equipment for FIRE WATCHING PARTIES in stock. Contact 
your Chief Fire Prevention Officer to arrange for bulk purchase to 
take advantage of our low prices for quantities. 
Send for lists of all A.R.P. Equipment to THE Specialists: 


AIR DEFENCE EQUIPMENT SERVICE, {25st S*tenrere'osae 7 
STATIONERY 


DUPLICATING PAPER, BANK PAPER, ENVELOPES, PRINTING, Etc. 
Send for Samples and Prices. 


COBHAM TRADING COMPANY, Cobham House, 
24/26 Biack Friar’s Lane, London, E.CA. - Telephone : City 6686 & 6687. 


BE LLERI STs 1 
TA e 1to 6 inches ¢ 
NO APPLIANCES—NO DRUGS— NO DIETING 
aa” ROSS SYSTEM NEVER FAILS ™ Fee £2 2s. Complete. 


Details 6d. stamp. 
D.MALCOLM ROSS sss 
‘BM/HYTE, LONDON, W. C. 1. 
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26 HOW NALGO PROTECTS ITS 
MEMBERS 


Successful Compensation Claim in High Court 

The value of the free legal advice and protection given by N ALG O is strikingly 

emphasised by this report of a High Court action taken by the Association, as 

a result of which a member was awarded £348 6s. 8d. arrears of compensation, 
payment of which had been discontinued by his local authority. 

N 1927. a member of the association was! Was the necessary modification, and that as the 


awarded an annual compensation allow- 
ance of £95 in respect of a direct pecuniary 
loss of £337 10s., suffered through loss of office 
as rate collector. 
ance was awarded under a local Act which 
applied the compensation provisions of section 
120 of the Local Government Act, 1888, 
‘* with the necessary modifications.”’ 
section (7) of that section it is provided that if a 
person receiving compensation in pursuance 
of the section is appointed to any office under 
the same or any other county council he shall 
not, while receiving the emoluments of that 
office, receive any greater amount of his com- 
nensation than, with the emoluments of the 
said office, is equal to the emoluments for 
which compensation is granted to him, and if 
the emoluments of the office he holds are equal 
to or greater than the emoluments for which 
compensation was granted, his compensation 
shall be suspended while he holds such office. 

From 1927 to 1937, the member was em- 
ployed by the clerk to’ aural district council, 
but in the latter year he was appointed financial 
officer, deputy clerk, and rating and valuation 
officer by that council at a salary of £500 
a year. The authority (Stockton-on-Tees 
borough council) which had awarded 
compensation allowance discontinued payment 
of the allowance as from May 31, 1937, on 
the ground that the substitution of the words 
** under any rating authority 


under the same or any county council ”’ 


The compensation allow-— 


By sub-_ 


rural district council was a rating authority, 
the allowance should be suspended so long as 
the member was receiving from that council a 


'ments (£337 10s.) for which the annual com- 


pensation of £95 was granted. 


HEADQUARTERS’ 


We summarise below the outstanding items 
in a circular sent to branch secretaries on 
August 14. 

Reinstatement After War Service.—As mem- 


sbers will know, section 14 (1) of the National 


Service (Armed Forces) Act safeguards all 
employees called up for service in H.M. Forces 


by requiring employers to reinstate them, at | 


the termination of their service, in an occupa- 
tion and under conditions not less favourable 
than they would have enjoyed had they not 
been called up. An employer may, however, 
escape this obligation if he can prove that, by 


the engagement of some other person to replace 
the absent emplovee), it is not reasonably 


practicable to reinstate him. 


the | 


*’ for the words | 


‘ 


The fact that an employee returns from his 
war service permanently incapacitated to such 
an extent that he cannot do his job efficiently 
would probably be regarded as a change of 
circumstances sufficient to free the employer 
from the obligation to reinstate him. The 
employee would, however, be entitled to count 


YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


Questions for answer in this column should ; when the value of the house is shown in a return 
for Income Tax under Schedule E ? 


he addressed to the editor. ** Local Government 
Service,” 
Middlesex. 


Reserved Occupations 


1 am employed by a rural district council in 
the finance department and am 28. I am also 
second officer in the fire brigade, being part-time 
retained. I am _ not reserved in my office 
appointment. Am I still reserved as a member 
of the fire brigade ? 

As a ** retained ’’ or ‘* volunteer *’ part- 
time member of an established fire brigade 
maintained by a fire authority, or providing 
local fire services under the Fire Brigades Act, 
vou are reserved at age 25, and it is necessary 
tor you to send a certificate to this effect to 
the employment exchange. 

The clerk of this council went on service at 
the outbreak of war and I was appointed acting 
clerk. I am 33. Am I in a reserved occupa- 
tion ? 

The Schedule of Reserved Occupations pro- 
vides for reservation at stage ** C ’’ at age 30 
for clerks to councils if appointed before 
May I, 1940. In effect, you were appointed 
clerk for the duration of the war. When you 
register, you will be given a form LS 2 and 
you should then write to the Allocation Officer 
Ministry of Labour, at the appropriate 
exchange, giving details, and ask to be reclassi- 


fied as a deputy clerk for the duration of the 
War. 


é¢ 


War Damage Act 


Can relief be claimed in respect of the con- 
tributions payable under the War Damage Act, 
1941, Part | (compulsory insurance of buildings), 


192, Edgwarebury Lane, Edgware, | 


— 


No. Section 84 of the War Damage Act 
provides that no sum shall be deducted in com- 
puting the amount of profits or gains of any 
person for any purpose of the Income Tax 
Acts in respect of any payment made in or 
towards the discharge of any liability imposed 
under Part I of the Act as, or as a mortgagee 
of, a direct or indirect contributor. 

Where an assessment for income tax is based 
upon the rents received less the usual allowances 
for repairs and fire insurance premium, can 
relief be claimed in respect of the contributions 
payable under the War Damage Act, 1941 ? 

No. Section 84 of the War Damage Act also 
provides that, in computing the cost to any 
person of maintenance, repairs, insurance and 
management in respect of which relief may be 
claimed under Rule 8 No. V of Schedule A, 
no sum shall be included in respect of any 
payment in or towards the liability imposed by 
Part | of the War Damage Act. 


Employment Insurance 


Referring to the article on page 164 of the 
July journal, is an officer who receives a salary 
of £420 a year and who is not covered by a certi- 
ficate of exception liable to pay unemployment 
insurance contributions ? 

Yes. Employment otherwise than by way of 
manual labour is excepted when the remunera- 
tion in respect of it exceeds in value £420 a 
year. Therefore, employment otherwise than 
by way of manual labour at a salary of £420a 
year or less is not excepted employment, and 
if the employee is not covered by a certificate 
of exception he must pay unemployment in- 
surance contributions. The article in the July 
journal did not make this point clear. 


On behalt ot the member, the association 
contended that the necessary modification 
was the substitution of the words ** under the 
Stockton-on-Tees borough council or any 
other non-county borough council ’’ for the 
words ** under the same or any other county 


| council.’’ 


/member against 


The case was placed in the hands of the 
association’s solicitors and an action by the 
the Stockton-on-Tees cor- 
poration was begun in the High Court. 

The case was heard at Leeds Assizes 1i 
July, 1941, when Mr. Justice Atkinson upheld 
the contention put forward by the association 


'and gave judgment for the plaintiff for the 
salary exceeding the amount of the emolu-— 


full amount of the arrears of the compensa- 
tion allowance claimed (£348 6s. 8d.) and 


costs. 
NOTICE BOARD 
Aa sl tf a 
his war service for superannuation purposes. 
If he had completed ten years’ service, in- 
cluding war service, he would be entitled to a 
superannuation allowance; tf his service was 
less than ten vears, he would be entitled tq 
return of his superannuation contributtons 


_ with compound interest at the rate of 3 per cent, 


If, however, the incapacity was temporary 
only, NALGO would not accept the view 
that it was not reasonably practicable tc 
reinstate him and would, if necessary, bs 
prepared to take proceedings against a local 


_ authority refusing to do so. 
reason of change of circumstances (other than | 


Injured Civil Defence Workers.—It is pointed 
out that injuries cannot be considered for 
compensation under the Personal _ Injuries 
(Emergency Provisions) Act, 1939, or the 
Personal Injuries (Civilians) Scheme unless it 
is established that the injured person was at 
the time of the injury a member of a recognised 
civil defence organisation. All members work- 
ing in civil defence organisations should, there- 
fore, make sure that they are properly enrolled. 

Civil Defence and Firewatching Allowances.— 
The Ministry of Home Security has suggested 
to local authorities that, where they cannot 
adopt the preferable course of supplying meals, 
they should pay meal allowances to unpaid 
volunteers unable to take their meals at home 
at the rate of 2s. for eight-hour spells of duty, 
and 3s. for spells of duty lasting 12 hours or 
more. Branches are urged to press their local 
authorities to adopt this scale as a minimum. 

Subscriptions of Members in Forces. 
Branches are reminded that, by decision of the 
delegate meeting in 1940, members serving in 
the Forces are required to pay association 


subscriptions upon the amount they receive — 


from their local authorities. Where sub- 
scriptions are not collected, the members 
concerned are liable to forfeit the benefits of 
the NALGO ancillaries. 

Temporary Officers.—All branches are again 
urged to recruit into membership of the 
association all temporary officers who would 
be eligible for membership if they were on the 
permanent staff. 


Insuring Your Car Against 
War Damage 
AN 


official ruling has been obtained from 

the Board of Trade through the War 
Damage Insurance Advisory Committee to the 
effect that under a policy taken out under the 
Private Chattels Scheme in respect of a person’s 
private chattels a motor-car is covered only up 
to the amount of the policy, plus £25 free com- 
pensation. For example, if a policy is taken out 
for £100, a car will be covered only up to £125, 
notwithstanding that the insured may be en- 
titled to, say, £300 free compensation in 
respect of his other chattels. 

Where a person has taken out a policy for 
an amount which, with the free compensation 
of £25, does not cover the value of his car, he 
can, if he wishes, take out a supplementary 
policy for a further amount at a premium of 
£1 per cent (minimum £1). 
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AN AUTHORITATIVE 


GUIDE TO CAREERS 


offered free by the Metropolitan College, the leading = f&==>e---- 
Commercial, Professional and University Training gatas Mesos 
Institution in the British Empire. 5 


EXPERT POSTAL COACHING 
for all Accountancy, Secretarial, Banking, Legal, 
and Insurance Exams., for Professional Preliminary ££ 
Exams., Matriculation, B.A., B.Com. and other PSE * Seema 
London University Degrees, Diploma in Public —se:s3¢55 Re 
Administration, etc. Also many intensely practical fs ae: 
(non-examination) Courses in business subiects. a 
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INVEST IN YOURSELF—IT PAYS! ies 


Send a Posteard to-day for free ‘‘ Guide to Careers,” F23223332552 
which shows plainly how to secure that advance- 
ment upon which your future bappiness depends. 


METROPOLITAN COL 


(G3/2), ST. ALBANS 
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Write for our 


NEW AUTUMN FASHIONS 


Catalogue, specialising in the New Season’s FURS, 
FUR COATS, CLOTH COATS, etc. 
is the order of today. Our over half century 
reputation is your assurance of Coupon Value. 


> a 


PROTECTIVE DEPARTMENTS: ’Phone : 
Uniform and Mufti Wear, Furs, 
sivdartne ids oad Fur Coats, Lingerie, Footwear, South 
PAYMENT Jewellery, Plate, Cutlery, Furni- 
TERMS ture, Furnishings, Godstone 65 


E. J. FRANKLAND & CO. LTD. 


(OF LUDGATE CIRCUS) 


Wise buying 


(Desk. L.), MARLE HOUSE, SOUTH GODSTONE, SURREY | 
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Paxtiles absorb noise 


in this underground control room. In Concrete 
air-raid shelters the high reflectivity of concrete 
exaggerates air-raid noise. By covering hard 
reflecting surfaces with Paxtiles they become 
highly sound absorptive entirely eliminating 
sound reflection. Paxtiles are composed entirely 
of Asbestos and on that account are absolutely 
fire-proof, damp-proof and vermin proof. May 
we send you samples ? 


NEWALLS INSULATION COMPANY 


Rranch of Turner and Newall Led., Washinaton Station, Co, Durham, 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE 
150 pp. 


217 


West End Clothes 


at cash prices 


without putting down the cash 


The K.B Cash-Credit Plan helps 
men of assured position to buy 
necessary clothes, at present cash 
prices, Without putting down the 
cash. 

The first agreed monthly payment 
establishes a 


immediately COIs 


Appearances must be 
kept up 


tinuous credit of twelve times its 
amount, and clothes to this value 
may be ordered at once. 


Further purchases may be made as required, within the 
credit limit. Yet your lability need never exceed the 


agreed monthly payment. 


While present stocks last 
Uniforms from Io ens. 


Suits and Overcoats from 7 gens, 
Hats, Hosiery, Shirts, Shoes, etc., 


as reasonably. Also 


Branded lines at advertised prices. 
Ladies’ Tailor-mades, Furs, and 


accessories. 
Ask for the K.B SKETCH BOOK 


which tells you-all about the K.B 
Cash-Credit plan and the clothes 
Call if 
write, or phone REGent 0015 


we make. you can, 


Always at your service in 
peace or war 


BELT 
BRADBURY 


West End Tailors to Professional Men 


137-141. REGENT STREET WI! 


also at 15 Westover Road, Bournemouth 


(5 lines). 


Issued by Keith Bradburg Ltd. 


Zia , 7) : 4 es . Ww 
> SCOTTISH NOTES “, 


Fife county council has now decided to 
affiliate to the Scottish Whitley Council. All 
the large county councils in Scotland are now 
represented on the Whitley Council. 


War Service Allowances.—After long delay. 
Fife county council has also reached a decision 
on war service pay. It is to make up war 
service pay in full to all members of the stat? 
earning up to £4 a week. On the other hand, 
Kirkintitloch—one of the few places doing 
nothing for its staff in the Forces—has con- 
firmed its previous decision. 


Renfrewshire county counci! has decided, in 
response to NAL G O’s application, to adopt 
salary scales no less favourable than those 
recommended by the Joint Industrial Council, 
and to grant the cost-of-living, bonus recom- 
mended by the J.L.C. 

Kees Dispute 

The dispute 
regarding fees 


os 
~~ 


with 
has 


Inverness town council 
been amicably com- 


Cost of Living Unchanged 


The Ministry of Labour cost of living index figures 
for each of the past six months, showing the increase in 
cost of living of a 


‘typical working-class family, since 

July, 1914 (caken as 100) are: 

March 197 Dees. ke ae 

April .. 1938 ee a Se ee 

May 200 co, ng HO eg! & 

The actual percentage increases in the cost of living 
since September |, 1939 (when the index figure was !55) 
are, therefore : 

March 27.1 June .. 29.9 

April pe Be July 28.4 

May 29.0 August 28.4 
promised, subject to confirmation bv the 


council. The settlement is probably the best 
way of dealing with such a difficult question. 


Personal Injuries Scheme 

The library staff at Edinburgh has 
the question of the differentiation between 
men and women in the compensation pavable 
under the Personal Injuries (Civilians) Scheme, 
1941, and the protest has been referred to the 
National Executive Council. 


Cost of Living Bonus 
Lanarkshire county council has agreed to 


raised | 


rectify an anomaly created by its decision to | 
adopt the Whitley Council bonus award and, | 
in addition, to give a bonus of 4S per cent to | 


all officers with salaries above £350 and thus 
notcovered by theaward. Theaward provided 
that no officer was to receive an increase that 


ee 


would bring his salary above £360: thus, an | 
officer with a salary of £350 could receive a | 


bonus of only £10, whereas an officer with a 
salary of £351 would receive 5 per cent. of 
his Salary, or £17-10s. The county council has 
now decided that no officer shall receive a 
bonus of less than 5 per cent. of his salary. 


Salaries and Service 
Conditions 


SOUTHERN REGION 
Chard B. and Keynsham U.D. have adopted the 
south Western Provincial Council salary scales. 
Eastleigh B. has adopted the following scales of salaries : 
Grade A. Men: £55 (at 16) 
Women : 


Grade B: £190 iS (4) 10 (1) —£260. 

Grade C: £249 1S (4) - 10 (1)—£310. 

Grade D: £300 1S (4) -- 10 (1)—£370. 

Grade E: £350 15 (4) +- 10 (1)—£420. 

With special additional scales for chief officers and 
deputies. 


NORTH-WESTERN AND NORTH WALES 

A special meeting of the appeals sub-committee of the 
Lancashire and Cheshire Provincial Council was held at 
Southport on July 18, to consider 19 individual appeals 
against the grading scheme prepared and submitted by 
the Whitley Council. The town clerk, Mr. R. E. Perrins, 
represented the corporation and the appellants’ cases 


re 
ee 


——— 


15 (12)—£235 (at 28). | 
£55 (at 16) | 15 (8)—£175 (at 24). | 


were presented by Mr. Alan Procktor, assistant to Mr. | 


Haden Corser, the divisional secretary, who was serving 
on the committee. The corporation has accepted the 
findings of the committee in all cases. 

The local joint committee at Northwich U.D.C. is to 
be congratulated on the successful conclusion of its 
negotiations on sick leave regulations. The regulations 
are a model. Payment during absence on sick leave 
extends from a minimum of one month's full and one 


a 


‘ost-oi-Living Progress 


month's half salary to six months’ full and at lease three 
mionths’ half salary after ten years’ service. Service with 


other local authorities is included. The Manchester 
district office can supply fuil details. 
Kendal B.C. at its June meeting decided to adopt 


the salary scales of the Lancashire and Cheshire Pro- 
vincial Council and to become a member of that council. 
The Lancashire and Cheshire Provincial Council 


has adopted the following amended salary scale for women | 


machine operators : 
€60 1S (2) 10 (3) -- 15 (1) 10 (1)—<£145. 
This scale operates without regard to age or service. 


MIDLANDS AND SOUTH WALES 

Two errors slipped into the reports from this Region 
last month. It should have been stated that the North- 
West Midlands Joint Electricity Authority had 
adopted the West Midland provincial council scale 3, not 
scale 2, and that Scunthorpe B had adopted the East 
Midlands provincial council scale 2 to the maximum of 
Grade B (men and women), not Grade 6. 


NALGO ADDRESSES 


To avoid delay, members are asked to 
address correspondence as follows : 


On all subjects except ancillaries, in the first place to 
the appropriate district office: 
SOUTHERN REGION 

Regional Officer (and Metropolitan District): T. M. 
Kershaw, 192, Edgwarebury Lane, Edgware, 
Middlesex (EDGware 2025). 

Divisional Officer (Eastern and South-Eastern districts) : 
J. Melvin, 54, New Street, Chelmsford (Chelms- 


ford 4347). 
Divisional Officer (Southern and South Western 
districts): N. M. Woodcock, |[6, The Crescent, 


Taunton (Taunton 2779). 


E. and W. MIDLANDS 
REGION 

Regional Officer (and E. and WV. Midiand district) : 
J. E. N. Davis, 14, Earlsbury Gardens, Birchfieids, 
Birmingham 20 (Birchfields 5123). 

Divisional Officer (S. Wales and Monmouthshire 
districts): A. H. Geary, I1, Park Place, Cardiff 
(Cardiff 1646). 

NORTH-WESTERN AND NORTH WALES 

DISTRICTS 

National Whitley Officer and Divisional 
Haden Corser, 2, Mount Street, 
(Blackfriars 7668). 


NORTH-EASTERN AND YORKSHIRE 
DISTRICTS ~ 

Divisional Secretary : W. Cecil Wood, |2, East Parade, 
Leeds (Leeds 24861). 

SCOTTISH DISTRICT 

Divisional Secretary: J. . Mortimer, 6/7, 
Nite Screet, Glasgow, C.| (Douglas 0404). 
Relating to NALGO ancillaries and the supply 

and delivery of ‘‘ Local Government Service ’’ to— 

The General Secretary, NALGO, Creyde, 
Braunton, North Devon (Croyde 212). 

Relating to Public Relations and ‘* Local Govern- 
ment Service ’’ (editorial), to— 

The Public Relations Officer, 192, Edgwarebury 
Lane, Edgware, Middlesex (EDGware 2025). 
Relating to ‘‘ Local Government Service ”’ 

tisements, to— 

A. Darby’s Advertising Agency Cobham House, 

24, Black Friars Lane, London, E.C.4 (City 6686). 


LONDON OFFICE 
The General Secretary, 27, Abingdon 
Street, Westminster, S.W.1I, Telephone 
and Telegrams WHitehall 9351. 


AND Ss. WALES 


Secretary : 
Manchester 2 


West 


adver- 


District Committees 


The summer meeting of the South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire district committee, held at the Guildhall, 
Swansea, on July 26, approved a recommendation to the 
staff side of the South Wales provincial counci! that, where 
officers were incapacitated as a resu!t of civil defence duties 
under their own local authority, full salary should be paid 
fora period of not less than 26 weeks ; and that in the event 
of death the payment should be made to their dependents. 
In addition, branches were asked to urge their local 
authorities to adopt sick pay regulations no less favourable 


_ than this recommendaticn. 


Reports were submitted of improved cost of living 
bonus, sick pay, and promotion schemes, in addition to 
the efforts being made to secure the membership of the 
outstanding county councils in the South Wales Provincial 
Council. 

The Mayor of Swansea, Councillor T. James, J.P., 
welcoming the representatives, urged a greater collective 
interest in the welfare of colleagues and friends to create 
an improved spirit throughout the world. Hitler had 
done his worst in Swansea, but by united efforts now and 
in the future it and other blitzed towns and cities would 
arise again. 

Mr. Rhys Williams, N.E.C. and district honorary 
secretary, in thanking the Mayor, said that NALGO 
liked to think that, where science had destroyed, it could 
help to build better Swanseas, better Bristols, and better 
Coventrys. The roofs of Swansea were in a poor state, 
but the foundations were as sure and sound as ever. 


hitlevism. War Pay. and! 


Hospitality for Warriors 


For the benefit of members serving in the Forces, we 
publish below a complete list of bRanches and individua 
members who have offered hospitaftty and entertainment 
for members in the Forces stationed in the areas. VWe 
shall be glad to add to the list. 

BRANCHES 
Ashton-under-Lyne.—VV. B. BRADLEY, electricity 
works, Ashton-under-Lyne (use of Waterworks Social 

Club offered). 

Blackburn N ALGO Sports and Social 

J. COX, 42, Victoria Street, Blackburn. 
Cambridgeshire.—LEO MASON, Shire Hall, Cambridge. 
Cheshire County.—H. JONES, 47,Walter Street,Chester 
Essex Rivers Catchment Board.—L. E. iNNES, Essex 

Rivers House, Springfield Road, Chelmsford. 
Grimsby.—J. W. Lt. BUXTON, borough treasurer's 

dept., Victoria Street, Grimsby (Grimsby 1645). 
Hinckley, Leicestershire.—J. G. S. TOMKINS, 16, 

Station Road, Hinckley. 

Isle of Wight.—S. H. MATTHEWS, County Hall, New- 
port, 1.0. WV. 
Leicester.—). HILL, City Water Offices, Bowling Green 

Street, Leicester. 


Club.— 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—V. GRAINGER, Town Hall, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne |. _ 
Skegness NALGO Social Club.—A. J. DAVIS, 


Town Hali, Rowan Bank, Skegness. 

Winchester.—R. G. CASTLE, Guildhall, Winchester. 

Wrexham.—H. BROOKFIELD, borough surveyor’s dept.. 
|, Grosvenor Road, Wrexham. 

PERSONAL 

J. Darricotte, Grove House, 
Hulme, Cheshire (Bramhall 306). Mr. Darricotte offers 
‘“ meals, bath, bed, snooker, table tennis,’’ etc., to 
members in the Forces, in the area who will write or 
phone to say when they wouid like to call. 

F. W. Goodman, The Pines, Stourbridge Road, Broms- 
grove,Worcestershire(secretary of Bromsgrove branch). 


Grove Lane, Cheadle 


Retirement 


Mr. Leonard Wray Greenhalgh has retired from the 
position of public assistance officer at Ipswich after 46 
years in public assistance work, 14 of them at Chorlton 
(where he rose from junior clerk to chief assistant to the 
Board of Guardians) and 32 at Ipswich (where he was clerk 
to the Guardians from 1909 to their dissolution in 1930). 
Mr. Greenhalgh was called to the Bar in 1907 and was 
elected national president of the National Poor Law 
Officers’ Association in 1923; he is a member of the 
National Executive Committee of the Central Association 
for Menta! Welfare, and chairman of the Ipswich Mentai 
Welfare Association, and was for many years chairman of 
the Ipswich Blind Society. 

Since the war, Mr. Greenhalgh has played a prominent 
part in civil defence, as evacuation officer and as organiser 
of the Ipswich rest centre organisation. He is succeeded 
by Mr. F. W. Goodchild, deputy public assistance officer, 
and for some years secretary of the Ipswich branch. 


Obituary 
We regret to record the deaths of the following 
NALGO members: 
Mr. John P. Murray, deputy clerk, Chesterfield 


R.D.C. and secretary of the Chesterfield R.D.C, branch 
from its formation (largely as a result of his enthusiasm) 
in 1934 unci! 1940. 

Mr. Herbert Robinson, chief town planning officer 
to Worcestershire county council and vice-president of 
the County Officers’ Association, who was drowned while 
on a yachting holiday on the River Severn on July 22 


Congratulations To— 


Mr. Fred Davenport, rating and valuation officer, 
Heckmondwike U.D.C. (formerly of Radcliffe and Abram), 
on receiving the M.B.E. for his services to the National 
Savings Movement. 

Mr. lan M’Cowan, borough treasurer, Margate, on 
receiving the M.B.E. 

Mr. W. H. Swetham, borough librarian of Scar- 
borough, and chairman of the Scarborough branch for 
some years, on being seconded to the National Service 
Hostels Association as chief administrative officer (in 
which capacity he will look after families evacuated from 
‘* bliczed ’’ towns). 

The women members of NALG O’S headquarters 
staff at Croyde who, despite breaking all records for 
overtime work, have knitted 35 pullovers for NALGO 
members who are prisoners of war, and are determined 
to send at least one parcel to every NALGO prisoner. 

Pudsey branch, for sending £6 Is. to the Benevolent 
and Orphan Fund—£5 raised by a dance and £1 Is. from 
branch funds. 

West Hartlepool and WHartlepool branches, for 
sending £17 5s. Id. and £8 12s. 6d., raised at a joint 
dance, to the Benevolent and Orphan Fund (this donation 
was incorrectly reported in July). 

Hammersmith branch, for a donation of £40 to tha 
Benevolent and Orphan Fund. 


Sanitary Inspectors’ 
Examination 


For the duration of the war, candidates who have served, 
in the hygiene sections of the Royal Army Medical Corps 
will be allowed by the Royal Sanitary Institute and Sanitary 
Inspectors’ Examination Joint Board to qualify under 
Regulation 4 by producing a certificate of having worked 
125 days in’a public health department spread over a 
period of not less than six months and of having received 
instruction during that time in all branches of the work 
and duties of a sanitary inspector for not less than 150 
working hours. 
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THREEPENCE 


HE interesting articles we publish 
month describing the organisation of 
the after-raid information service in Sheffield, 
a particular aspect of the parallel service in 
Brighton, the outstanding achievements of 
Walsall—to whose work on ‘* blitz education ”’ 


swe paid tribute last month—in organising | 


mutual billeting and demonstrating emergency 


note for the coming winter. 


life, it is clear that some local authorities at 
least have learned and applied the lessons of 
last winter. 

—as they surely will—the people of Sheffield, 
and Brighton, and Walsall will find help of 
every kind at hand and will be spared the 
endless trek from office to office, which to many 
of the ‘*‘ bombed out ’’ last winter was an 


ordeal even worse—because more prolonged 


_and, wearying—than the bombing itself. 


All the available evidence suggests that | 
other aspects of the civi! defence services have 


shown a comparable improvement. We read 
of vastly extended and greatly strengthened 
shelters, lighted, heated, and supplied with 
adequate sanitation and more canteens, first- 
aid posts, games sections, and other amenities, 
of better organised firewatching, of 
efficient reporting, rescue, and first-aid and 
‘repair arrangements, and of more compre- 
‘hensive and efficient plans for dealing with the 
homeless. How far these encouraging accounts 
‘represent a general advance and not merely 
the isolated achievements of a minority of 
progressive authorities, the coming months wil! 
show. 


No Time to Slacken 


YET, while local government as a whole can 
legitimately take pride in the wav in 
which it has tackled and, to a large extent 
mastered, the most formidable task ever thrust 
upon it, not-a single authority, and certainly 
not a single officer, can afford to slacken or 
sit back in the glow of self-congratulation. 
There is a real danger that the recent luli in 
air attack will breed—indeed, it has already 
bred among some of us—that fatal com- 
placency, that insane conviction that “°° it 
can’t happen here *’ which had such terrible 
results in some areas last winter and spring. 
On, any realistic view of the future, we are 
bound to get, sooner or later, air attacks more 
concentrated, more widespread, and more 
intense than anything we have yet experienced. 
Are we all ready for those attacks and their 
results—the towns and villages which have not 
yet heard the whine and crash of a bomb no 
less than those which have undergone their 
baptism of fire ? Are we prepared—often with 
shrunken and less well trained personnel—to 
meet new tactics, new weapons, new devilries, 
to cope with difficulties and dislocations as yet 
hardly imagined, to adapt our plans speedily to 
meet all possible and impossible disasters? Not 
until we are so prepared can we afford to relax. 


this 


| defence with which I am connected, 
cooking, and the launching of the first mobile | 
Citizens Advice Bureau, strike an encouraging | 
Whatever may be. 
the position of other sections of the national | 


When the bombs rain down again | 


more | 


ARK WE READY 


Are we, moreover, making the most effective 


use of the lull to bring every phase of the civil | 


defence services up to the peak of efficiency tn | 


personnel, organisation, and flexibilitv.? Can 
we, each one of us, say with confidence: ** If 
the big attack starts tonight, I am ready; so 
far as I am concerned, the section of civil 
whether 
it be great or small, is fully prepared and as 
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efficient as thought, training, and human 
can make !t? ”’ 


skill 
The slogan ** It all depends 


on me’’ has become trite with repetition— | 
to | 
the | 


yet it does apply, 
every local 


with frightening force, 
government officer, from 


| experience gained in major 


through 
| organisations, 
reporting corps of this type, 
_ disseminate 


local authorities and their officers must seek 
the information themselves, and we strongly 
endorse the advice of the writer of the 
Sheffield article, that ‘‘ there should be a 
body of observers to attend and report on 
raids, to ensure 
that other areas will not be left in ignorance of 
the latest form of enemy activity.’’ Could not 
officers themse!ves, through NALGO or 
their sectional and . professional 
arrange observing and 
to collect and 
advice on the 


an 


information and 


best ways of dealing with the various 4air-raid 


| problems ? 


We intend to play our part also 
by publishing more articles on the lines of 
those which have appeared in recent numbers 

and we appeal to every reader with ex- 


perience or suggestions which he feels would 


be of value to his colleagues to let us hear of 


| them. 


|“ Front-line” Tours 
| ANOTHER way of achieving the same object 


one example of which 


is by organised visits to raided areas, 
was reported in a 


recent number of the Devon county officers’ 


Gill, 


magazine. On the suggestion of Mr. H. D. 


chairman of the Devon county public 


assistance committee, and of the civilian wel- 
| fare committee, a party of 40 representatives 
| of local authorities in Dévon—councillors and 


_ officers 


was taken on an escorted visit to a 


| much-ratded town and to some of the sur- 


controller to the report-centre messenger, to | 


every civil defence worker and, 
every citizen. 


‘“‘Tdeas Poo!’’? Wanted 


THE three articles we publish this month on 
notable civil defence achievements—and 
the many more we should like to publish—all 
emphasise’ our point, which we have en- 
deavoured, so far almost in vain, to bring 
home during the past twelve months. They 
underline the need for a more adequate 
exchange of information between authorities, 
for a greater pooling of ideas, for a kind of 
civil defence clearing house, which will 
collect and circulate examples of the best 
practice and organisation from all over the 
country, so that all may benefit from the 
enterprise of the more experienced. This is, 
of course, a task which the various Ministries 
should have performed themselves. They 
have no doubt attempted to do it, but, so far 
as our information and observation goes, the 
attempt has been half-hearted and unim- 
pressive. 
In default of such,a scheme from above, 


indeed, 


1 


to | 
| morning after a blitz, the influx of a *‘ 
| Tour ”’ 


| rounding villages, where they saw rest centres, 


emergency cooking plants, and first-aid posts, 
and heard at first hand just what had hap- 
pened after the raids and how the hundreds of 
refugees had been dealt with. This visit 
covered the welfare side only, but there is no 
reason why the idea should not be extended to 
all branches of civil defence. There are, of 
course, obvious limitations to the idea—no 
harassed officer is likely to welcome, on the 
Cook's 
of sightseeing colleagues from. sur- 
rounding areas—but the present lull provides 
an excellent opportunity for organising such 
visits. Where more official impetus is lacking, 
could not NALGO district committees 
undertake the job ? 


Reconstruction Committee 


° 


|THE decision of the National 


Executive 

Council to set up a local government 
Reconstruction Committee with wide terms of 
reference will be welcomed by all members of 
N ALGO. When the names of the Com- 
mittee are published it will, we believe, be 
recognised that the council has chosen a strong 
and able team, fully capable of reaching con- 
clusions and preparing recommendations that 
will do credit to the Association and to local 
government. Each member is an officer of 
national standing in his branch of the service 
and—what is more important-—a man capable 
of taking a wide and unprejudiced view of its 
needs in the difficult years ahead. 


222 


The Committee has a tremendous oppor- 
tunity. It is, so far as we know, the oniv body 
which is looking at the future of loca! govern- 
ment from the purely administrative point of 
view. Al! its members are practical adminis- 
trators of wide knowledge and experience. It 
will be able, as could"no other group of men, 
to speak for the iocal government service as a 
whole and to advance expert solutions to pro- 
blems which, hitherto, have been left very much 
in the hands of the amateur. 


1 


| Arm. 
It will make the | 


officer’s voice heard as it has not been heard | 


in the past and, bv that service alone, should 
make a contribution of outstanding importance 
to the wider problem of national recon- 
struction. It is faced with a task of extra- 
ordinary difficulty and complexity, and tn 
meeting that task it will, we are sure, have the 
goodwill of every local government officer. 


Glamorgan and Whitleyism 


T will come asa surprise to many NALGO 
members to learn from the report of a 
special meeting of the executive committee of 
the Glamorgan branch, which we publish on 
another page, that the biggest and, by its own 
claim, the most progressive N A L G O branch 
in South Wales is still not converted to 
Whitlevism. Yet that would appear to be the 
case. Despite the wholehearted support of 


| 


This shows that, during the twelve: months 
ended July 31, the branch—which has. a 
membership of around 1,100 (many of whom, 
of course, are in the Forces)—collected no less 
than £395 in subscriptions and donations. 
Of that sum, nearly half —£155—has ‘been 
spent on wool, from which the women members 
have knitted 1,000 garments. These have been 
distributed to aerodromes and balloon barrage, 
searchlight, and other Army units, the 
crews of six ships, and men in the Fleet Alr 
The committee has also adopted a 
trawler, each member of .the crew of which 
has been completely fitted out with woollens. 
Of the balance of £240, £33 has gone to 
prisoners of war, in the form of books and 
other comforts : £52 to the Red Cross: £21 
to the Lord Mayor’s Air Raid Distress Fund > 
£30 to Services Funds for men in the Middle 


East, and smaller sums to a wide range of 


“ended the vear with a balance of £36. 


Whitleyism expressed by successive NA LG O | 


conferences, despite the endorsement of that 
policy by every district committee (including 
that for South Wales and Monmouthshire). 
despite the formation two and a half years ago 
of the South Wales provincial council with 
the co-operation of thirty local authorities 
in the area, and:despite the united voice of 
practically every other branch in the country, 
Glamorgan has hitherto stood aloof 
independent. 

The meeting we report, therefore, was a 
landmark in the dranch’s history, for it 
adopted a resolution endorsing the principle 
of Whitleyism, and pledging its support to 
the South Wales provincial council and to 
efforts to induce Glamorgan county council to 
affiliate with that body. 

That was progress indeed. But the battle 
is not yet won. The resolution was adopted 
by a majority of three’ votes only—I15 to 12— 
and it has still to be endorsed by an annual 
general meeting of the branch in December 
at which, we understand, the ** opposition *’ 
will bring all their artillery into action. 

Why are members of the Glamorgan 
branch so persistent in refusing to come into 


a + 


similar funds and objects, and the committee 
This 
is a fine achievement; what have other 
branches to show by comparison ? 


Sports Kit for Warriors 


ESS satisfactory has been the result of the 
appeal we made in these columns in 
August for sports kit for men in the Forces. 
We suggested that branches should collect this 
material themselves for their own members 
and that they should send any surplus to 
Headquarters, which would then prepare a 


branches could not themselves supply might 
be met. 

Whether branches have themselves 
any progress we do not know; 


made 
what we do 


_ know is that Headquarters has so far received 


of draughts. It 
and | 


se 


line with the rest of their colleagues through- | 


out the country ?, 
have been cited, but they all appear to boil 
down to one—that the branch can do better 
for itself by direct negotiation with the county 
council through its joint committee—it has 
enjoyed that degree of Whitleyism for 20 


A number of arguments | 


continues, all other NALGO members in. 


the district, and NALGO policy in the 
country, can go hang. That is an attitude 
NALGO has had to fight consistently in 
the past, but of which, happily, little is heard 
to-day. We had never expected to find it 
in South Wales, which has been noted for 
vears for its championship of trade union 
solidarity. We trust, therefore, that Gla- 
morgan members will emphatically repudiate 
it when they discuss the question in December. 


A Branch « Comforts”? Fund 


Most branches now have their ‘* comforts 
funds ’’ from which they — supply 
knitted goods and other clothing, sweets, 
cigarettes, games, and the like to their members 
in the Forces or in enemy prison camps. But 
few, we fancy, are likely to have accom- 
plished more in this direction than the Kent 
County Officers Guild, a copy of whose balance 
sheet for the past year has just reached us. 


years—and that so long as that happy condition | N¢W standards 


nothing—not even a pack of cards or a set 
has, however, received a 
number of moving appeals for material from 
isolated units of men who have few facilities 
for recreation of any kind and little money 
with which to provide their own, 

Surely N A L G O members can do better 
than this. There must: be vast quantities of 
games and sports equipment of all kinds lying 
rotting in cupboards and garden sheds through- 
out the country. Why not turn it out now, 
and if your branch cannct make immediate 
use of it, send it to Croyde Bay ? 


M.O.I. Films 
is refreshing, amid all the criticism to 
which it has been exposed, to be able 
to praise the Ministry of Information. Of ali 
its activities, that of the Films Section has 
been outstanding—largely, no doubt, because 
it has from the beginning been directed and 
staffed by experts in the production and use 
of documentary films, in which this country 
was particularly rich at the outbreak of war. 
Practically all the Ministry’s films have been 
first-class, breaking fresh ground and setting 
in the use of the film as 
propaganda ; and where the section has 
failed—as it has, until lately, in the depiction of 
the work of the armed forces—the fault has 
rested not with it but with the Service depart- 
ments themselves. We have looked in vain 
for films of the Battle of France, Dunkirk, the 
Battle of Britain, the hunting and destruction of 
the Graf Spee and Bismarck, the Middle East 
campaigns, and such brilliant achtevements as 
those of the Tobruk garrison and the defenders 
of Malta. Some of these, it is true, have been 
covered by the mews reels, though never 
adequately, while the Ministry itself has done 
good work in such pictures as ** Britain Can 
Take It.’’ On the whole, however, it must be 
admitted that the achievements of our soldiers, 
Sailors, and airmen have, until lately, been 
poorly reflected on the screen. ‘* Target for 
To-night,’’ that fine picture of a bombing raid 
on Germany recently shown throughout the 
country, marks a new departure and, we hope, 
the beginning of a new policy. 

On the home front, on the other hand, the 


* 
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Ministry has done grand work, and some of its 
films on evacuation, wartime education, the 
work of the war factories, and the production 
and use of food, may well become historic 
records of life in Britain at war. Nevertheless, 
we are still awaiting a real survey of civil 
defence—a home front achievement as fine 
as anything in the nation’s history. 


Schools in Wartime 


[N the production of pamphlets, the Ministry 
has been less happy. Too many have 
been cast in that mould of fatal complacency, 
that attitude of glossing failure and magni- 
fying success, which so nearly led to Britain’s 
defeat a year ago; while even the good ones 
have had a totally inadequate circulation. 
How many readers of LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICE have seen a'singles Ministry pamphlet 
other than those circulated to every household ? 
Expensively produced pamphlets are of little 
use if few people—and those the very folk who 
need their information least—ever see them. 
These comments are prompted by one of 
the latest of the Ministry’s productions 
devoted to ‘* The Schools in Wartime.’’ This 
is an admirable piece of work, well and simply 
written, lavishly illustrated, and effectively got 
up. It tells the story of the great evacuation, 
deals briefly with the difficult problems of 
billeting, schooling, and adaptation of the 
evacuated children, sums up the results of the 


: | experiment, and touches on camp schools and 
central pool from which requests which the | 


the maintenance of education of children left 
in the target areas. As a piece of propaganda 
it should be useful—if it reaches the right 
people—though many education officers may 
feel that the picture it paints is unjustifiably 
rosy. 

Why is it, incidentally, that the evacuation 
scheme has had more publicity, in film and 
picture, than any other aspect of civil defence ? 
And can we hope that, having now covered 
the subject pretty considerably, the Ministry 
will turn its attention to other aspects of the 
wartime work of local government ? 


A United Church ? 


A FACTOR which must be disturbing 

many thinking people today is the rela- 
tive failure of the churches to rise to the needs 
of a nation at war. While the common people 
are united as never before in their history, 
while Tories and Communists march side by 
side in the Forces, while business rivals share 
the protection of each other’s premises and 
offer help and hospitality to bombed-out 
competitors, the churches too often maintain 
their exclusiveness and mutual intolerance. 
Many of their leaders deplore this and are 
working for greater unity. 

The urgency of the need for more positive 
action in this direction is. powerfully stressed 
by Mr. Neville Hobson, clerk to the Beverley 
rural district council, well-known to many 
N ALGO members, and at one time a fre- 
quent contributor to these pages, in a little 
book he has written—‘** Unity, Peace and 
Concord—an Appeal to the Christian Churches 
on behalf of Youth ’’ (Student Christian 
Movement Press, Is.). Written primarily from 
the point of view of one who has played an 
outstanding part in various youth movements, 
the book is the most striking, logical, and 
convincing appeal for a united front of all 
Christian churches to oppose the German 
united front behind a deified Fuehrer we have 
read. The disunity of the churches, as Mr. 
Hobson points out, serves more than anything 
else to prejudice young people against them 
and, so long as it continues, organised 
Christianity will fail to win wholehearted 
support. An encouraging factor is the warm 
approbation given to the appeal by leaders of 
the Church of England, the Congregational 
and Baptist Unions, and the Methodist Con- 
ference, who contribute forewords. We warmly 
commend the book to all N A L G O members 
engaged in any way in church activities. 
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_ came a bulky envelope, containing not only 


The SOVIET UNION «& OURSELVES * 


An exclusive tnterview with BEATRICE WEBB 


The Anglo-Russian alliance and, still more, the unexampled heroism, single-minded resolution, and high technical skill of the 
Russians in resisting the Nazi onslaught, have made us realise how little we know of Russia and how much of that little is wrong. 
Here, in an exclusive interview with E. M. Hutchinson, chairman of the Surrey C ounty branch of NALGO, BEATRICE WEBB, 
probably the greatest living authority on the Russian experiment, answers some of the most frequent questions about it, and discusses 


the Russian equivalent of local government. 


Mr. Hutchinson simultaneously reviews the new introduction to the third edition of 


** Soviet Communism : A New Civilisation,’’ Sidney and Beatrice Webb’s monumental work, which is being published this month. 


QGHORTLY after the U.S.S.R. became our | U.S.S.R., had convinced them that ** through | 

| planned production for community consump- | that office, she declares, his personal power is 
tion, and the elimination of the profit-making | 
'motive, the Soviet Union has, in the short | country, and is probably less than that of the 
| space of twenty years, increased the oppor- | 


declared ally, 1 suggested to the editor 
of LocAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE, that I should 
seek an interview with Mrs. Beatrice Webb for 
publication in this journal. I was not wholly 
disinterested in making the suggestion. I 
believe overwhelmingly in the need for a fuller 


_ understanding in this country of Soviet Russia 


and its inhabitants, but I should certainly have 


lacked courage to attempt to serve as inter- | 


preter had it not been for the opportunity to 
meet and talk with ‘* The Webbs.’’ No 
student of political science, of local Govern- 
ment in particular, however casual, fails to 
know that they have created an 
monument. 


'tunity for life, liberty, and the pursuit of 


j 


| happiness for the vast majority of its near two 


_hundred million inhabitants, scattered over 
| one-sixth of the earth’s surface *’ (Intro. xlii). 
This general declaration of faith by two 
‘people exceptionally well-qualified 


for its. 


| pronouncement, will no doubt bring into relief 


| questions which have troubled many people 


I felt that a contribution in LocaL GovEeRN- |” 


MENT SERVICE dealing with the U.S.S.R. should | 
who, to quote, 4 af g. 
the. most | He. 

investigators on | @e 3 


be derived from ‘* the pair,’’ 
Bernard Shaw ‘‘ having become 
skilled and _ best-informed 
earth so far as we know, were ready for the 
great Soviet experiment, and in their advanced 
age were able to give the first competent 
account of the new social structures that are 
evolving in Russia... ”’ 


An Enthralling Story 


In response to a request for an interview 


the desired reply, but first proofs of a 44-page 
new introduction to a reprint of ‘* Soviet 
Communism—A New Civilisation.’’* This 
indeed was largesse. Both first and second 
editions of the book were made _ avail- 
able, in special format, to members of certain 
organisations, amongst them NALGO. The 
book is in two parts, the first descriptive of 
constitutional forms, the second of social 
trends. It is not only an indispensable work 
of reference, but an enthralling story of human 
adventure in the most diverse forms. Its 
production took the authors, both ** approach- 
ing their ninth decade ’’ to many parts of the 
Soviet Union rarely reached by foreign visitors. 
It has been on .my shelves for six years and has 
answered most of the questions put to me in 
that period by sympathisers and detractors 
alike. 

The new introduction is explained as a 
response to certain general questions fre- 
quently raised since the signing of the Russo- 
German pact. . But the title of the book is a 
statement of fact; the cover of the second 
edition has no question mark after the words 
‘** A New Civilisation ’’ ! When I asked Mrs. 
Webb if their general view had been confirmed 
since 1935, she replied with emphasis, ‘* Yes,”’ 
and gave me the following summary of the 
development of their interest in the U.S.S.R. 

The post-war depression, coupled with 
previous experience, convinced them that 
capitalism was stricken by mortal diseases, of 
which unemployment and the dechne in the 
birthrate were the most serious symptoms. 
Actively engaged in the work of the British 
Labour Party, they did not accept the Bol- 
shevist solution, nor the theory of the Dictator- 
ship of:the Proletariat. But the collectivisation 
of agriculture, the success of co-operative 
production, and the multiformity of democracy 
in practice as they had observed it in the) 


* Longman’s; 2 vols., 1200 pp., 21s. 


Care of children, an outstanding feature of 
the Soviet system, is exemplified by this 
happy group in a summer camp. 


holding, if he did not obtain, power by methods 
similar to those of Hitler and Mussolini ? 
Is the Soviet Union in any sense a democracy ? 
What lies behind the execution of generals and 
the trials of the ‘* Old Bolsheviks ’’? Faced 
by foreign aggression, will the unity of the 
Russian people hold ? 

Within a narrower confine, what is the reality 
of popular control in local affairs ? Have we, 
as administrators, anything to learn from our 
opposite numbers of the U.S.S.R. ? 

For answers to the general questions, I 
turn first to the new introduction. : 


Is Stalin a Dictator ? 


No! says Mrs. Webb. He is not, to 
quote the dictionary definition, *‘ a ruler... 
whose word is law ’’ or one ‘* who authorita- 
tively prescribes a course of action or dictates 
what is to be done.’’ He is an elected member 
of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R., a 

member of the presidium of that body, which 
| selects the Council of Commissars, and has. 


: | | | Leader,”’ 
ls to | during the last generation. Is Stalin a Dictator | 
abiding | 


since May 1941, been the Prime Minister. In 
not greater than that of Mr. -Churchill in this 


President of the U.S.A. acting in the present 
state of ‘** unlimited national emergency.’’ 
But he is also the general secretary of the 
Communist party, in which office, by the 
constitutional structure of the party and by his 
own declarations, he does no more than carry 
out the decisions of the Central Committee. 
What, then, of the ‘‘ Idolisation of the 
the distribution of portraits and 
busts by tens of thousands, the personality- 
boosting which has in the past attracted so 
much unfavourable comment? This, Mrs. 


Webb describes (borrowing Lenin’s term) as 


'one of the 


** Infantile Diseases of 


» 


) | Soviet 
Communism.’*’ She claims that it is passing, 
that its place is being taken increasingly by 


| popular recognition of local figures, ‘* heroes ’’ 


- — 


of the field and workshop. 


Is Russia a Democracy ? 


Yes, says the author. A democracy 


_characterised by active participation by the 


inhabitants, ‘by absence of racial discrimina- 
tion, by real control of elected representatives, 
and by novel uses of the referendum. How 
is this reconciled with the ‘‘ One-Party ”’ 
system and the massive approval votes recorded 


i 'at elections 7? The sections of the introduction 
f; | headed ‘* The One-Party System,’’ 
= Referendum, the Initiative and the Recall,’’ 
| and 


~ ome 


** The Two-Party and Many Party 
Systems ’’ deserve a careful study. Into a 
dozen pages are compressed a review of party 
government in nearly as many countries. The 
existence of minority rule under our own 
supposed two-party (but in reality three-party) 
system ; the ‘* spoils ’’ system developed from 
two-party government in the U.S.A.;_ the 
instability of government in *‘ many party ”’ 
states, all are succinctly described. Not, as 
the author 1s careful to point out, to justify 
adoption here of the one-party system of the 
U.S.S.R., but to pose the question whether 
“sociologists have yet solved the problem of 
how to organise the government of the people, 
by the people, and, be it added, for the good 
of the people.’’ The one-party system in 
the U.S.S.R. is a product of civil war, and 
(as in modern Turkey) of social regeneration. 
To-day, in our own country, it is the product 
of international war. 

But, Mrs. Webb maintains, there are other 
ways of testing public opinion than party- 
contested general elections. Nation-wide 
discussions over many months have preceded 
the enactment of major legislation. In conver- 
sation, Mrs. Webb referred to over 100,000 
resolutions bearing on the draft law of the 
new constitution. In the main body of the 
work will be found descriptions of similar 
happenings in regard to collectivisation, and 
reform of marriage and abortion laws. More- 
over, the one-party system of the U.S.S.R. 
does not mean that office in the multitude of 
representative bodies affecting man as citizen, 
producer,’ and consumer, is_ reserved to 
members of the Communist party. Far other- 
wise. Non-party members are exhorted and 
encouraged to participate in this work to the full, 
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Nowhere in the world have women attained equali 
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ty with men to the extent they have in 


They are found even in the fighting line, bearing arms—like these two members of 


the Osoaviakhim defence organisation in the Azerbaidzhan Republic. 


Mrs. Webb lays stress on racial equality as | 


an essential of democracy.’ I cannot do better 
than quote her words in a letter approving the 
general content of this article. ‘* Seeing that 
Roosevelt and. Churchill, in their war aims, 
single out faith in political democracy and the 
consequent freedom of the individual, whatever 
his race or creed,’* she writes, ** the position 
of the British Empire, with its 500 million 
inhabitants is somewhat in contradiction with 
this alleged faith in democratic self-expression. 
Also, there is the discrimination against the 
negroes in the U.S.A. 


level of capacity and behaviour—has instituted 
absolute racial equality, political and social, and 
has also tried to educate its people in the 
practice of political democracy and freedom of 
expression.’ 

Trials and Executions 

In a quarter of a year the views of a quarter 
of a century have been surprisingly modified. 
Those who have cried loudest against the 
** rule of terror ’’ in the U.S.S.R.: are now 
vehement in their demands for the whoiesale 
internment of aliens and‘ the utmost 
cautions against fifth columnists here. The 
actions of the Soviet Government appear in a 
new light with the emergence of Darlan, Laval, 
Quisling, and others. 

Mrs. Webb does not deny the rigidity of 
political doctrine or, as she terms it, the 
** disease of orthodoxy.’’ But she suggests that 
‘““a certain measure of. repression is character- 
istic of the U.S.A. and of ourselves even in 
times of internal stability and freedom from 
aggression. In contrast, the Soviet Union for 
twenty years has had to face both counter- 


The U.S.S.R.,; on the | 
contrary, with its 200 million of mixed races and | No Local Government Apathy! 


creeds—some of its inhabitants being on a low | 


pre- | 


the Duke of Marlborough! Mrs. 
believes that the great theoretical °° 
the Trotskyite opposition to building socialism 
in One country and the conflict over collectivi- 


Webb 


sation, which gave rise go the murder of Kirov | 


splits, the Soviet Union by which electors could 


representatives of the Government and the 
Communist party. 

I suggested to Mrs. Web’ that interest 
in local government in England, if measured 
in terms of voting percentages at elections 
was low. How have the Russians developed 


real participation in democracy locally ? 


** The Soviet citizen,’’ 
bored. He believes in his own living philo- 
sophy..’ That philosophy assures to him 
rights defined in the Constitution of 1936, but, 
Mrs. Webb. pointed out, this particular 


she replied, ‘** is not 


3 


declaration of human rights differs from all 


similar declarations by being coupled with 


an equally specific declaration of obligations. 


| promulgated, 


notable feature of Soviet life. 


Nor have these rights and obligations, once 
been forgotten. They are 
revived in individual minds with every one 
of the innumerable discussions which are a 
In commenting 
on the discussions preceding legislation to 
which earlier reference has been made, Mrs. 


'Webb emphasised their educative character. 
English local government, she felt, still suffers 
in the counties from the domination of a 


local aristocracy, and in the smaller urban 


areas’ from a similar domination by interested 


local 
| profit-making to continue. 


and the long succession of (mainly) abortive | 


plots are things of the past. The formidable 
opposition engendered by Nazi aggression, 
the scorched-earth policy, and the activities 


City Soviet elections. 
power of recall exercisable against all eleeted | 


of ‘* partisans,’’ suggest a unified resolve | 


which has not been found elsewhere on the 
European continent since September, 1939. 


We are accustomed in this country to think 


of local government as something distinct | 
from and subordinate to central government | 
and the central-local relationship expressed | 
'in audits inspections; grants in aid, and, above 


all, in the application of the general principles 
| of ultra vires has been the subject of much 
' analysis and controversy. 


I think that it is 
generally accepted that there should be 
sufficient central direction to ensure minimum 
local performance’ If this is so, I asked Mrs. 
Webb, are’ the methods employed ~-in the 
U.S.S.R. essentially different from ours, and, 
if so, are they more or less efficient if judged 
by results ? The answer to this, she suggested, 
was not to be found in the constitutional 


' framework. 


revolution and the fear and actuality of foreign | 


aggression bent on the sweeping away of 
Bolshevism. ’”’ 


It will be appropriate here to give the gist | 


of Mrs. Webb’s reply to one of my specific 
points. I sfggested. that many people who 
would read this article appreciate the ‘* ends ”’ 
of the Soviet system, but deprecate the 
** means.’’ ‘* Revolutions,’’ she said, ‘** are 
ruthless.’’ ‘* Crudities and cruelties,’’ she 
adds, in the introduction, ‘* are inherent in 
violent revolution and fear of foreign aggres- 
sion.’ We discussed historic parallels, 
the century of intrigue in our own country, 
following 1688, including participation § in 
treasonable activities by one Prime Minister— 
Bolingbroke—and the ancestor of another— 


Contrast the English doctrine of ultra vires 
with the following quotation from Chapter 1 
of *‘* Soviet Communism ’’: ‘°* Every organ 


of administration in the U.S.S.R. is capable of | 


legislation and of executive action. Every one | 


of them is free to act, within its own area 
and for all who find themselves within that 
area, very much as it thinks fit, so long as it 


does not actually contravene any action 
or decision by a superior authority. But, 


| equally, every one of them can be peremptorily 


| 


restrained and may have its action vetoed and 
cancelled by any organ occupying a superior 
place in the hierarchy.’”’ 


Assurance of performance is to be found 
rather in freedom of criticism unrestrained by a 
law of libel. The importance of free and con- 
Stant criticism has been as greatly under- 
valued as its existence has been under-esti- 
mated. In this, as in other matters, the leader- 
ship of members of the Communist party plays 
agreat part. Failure even on the part of a 
village Soviet is sure of investigation at the 
instance of some party member, the investiga- 


tion being undertaken in practice jointly by | 


tradespeople who still desire private 
The Soviet citizen 
sees a direct connection between effort. and 


achievement. 


Control of Representatives 


Arising out of this topic, I asked Mrs. 
Webb whether there was any machinery in 


check the results of their choice, having in 
mind the great number of demands which 
Sir Ernest Simon quotes as having been 
addressed to candidates at one of the Moscow 
She pointed out the 


representatives, and here Mr. Sidney Webb 
interjected that this right had, in fact, been 
exercised in the case of the Soviet of the Crimean 
Autonomous Region on one occasion. Again, 
Mrs. Webb emphasised the important role 
of the Communist party as a unifying element. 

Some of the functions which we regard as 
almost characteristic of English local autho- 
rities are administered in the Soviet Union 
through other channels. Among social 
services, Mrs. Webb pointed out the activities 
of trade unions in-the maintenance of rest 
homes and sanatoria and the administration 
of help to women in pregnancy—a function 
without English parallel—by the medical 
staffs of factories. In many instances, clinics 
are closely related to industrial units and in 
particular to the State factories. In the alloca- 
tion of benefits, what is familiarly known as 
the triangle—representatives of the factory 
management, the trade union, and the Com- 
munist party—plays an important part. 

On the other hand, the freedom to experi- 
ment on the part of each type of authority 
involves the local Soviets in ranges of activity 
unfamiliar to us. Thus, the Moscow City 
Soviet is responsible for the ‘* Metro ’’— 
the new and rapidly developing underground 
railway service. The extent of replanning and 
reconstruction undertaken by the local Soviets 
far transcends the English conception of town 
and country planning. Mrs. Webb confessed 


that she could only describe the financial 


basis of local activity as complicated and very 
experimental. In some instances, large revenues 
are derived from what we should consider 
trading undertakings. What is of the greatest 
importance is the integration of activity within 
the framework of an over-riding national plan. 


Place of the Trade Union 


Whilst man, the citizen, expresses himself 
through local, regional, and all-union Soviets, 
man, the producer, speaks and acts through 
his trade union. Employees of local Soviets, 
without distinction by grade or type of employ- 
ment, are members of one union. Mrs, Webb 


(Continued at foot of next page) 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN RUSSIA 


By PAT SLOAN, author of ** Soviet Democracy.” 
“How the Soviet State is Run.” 


Unlike Mrs. Webb, Mr. Sloan is a Communist, and readers may regard his views as 


propagandist. Nevertheless, we consider 


government of sufficient interest to merit publication in our non-political pages. 


HE effectiveness of the Red Army’s 

resistance to the forces of Nazi Germany 

has raised many questions in people's minds | 
here. 

Why has the U.S.S.R. proved more efficient 
than Poland and France? Why have the 
Red Army soldiers such a high level of morale ? 
How is that great country run? 

Many useful lessons can be drawn from a 
comparison of their local government and 
ours. . 

In the Soviet Union, the land, industry, 
farming and trade are in the hands of public 
organisations. Their use is planned to meet 
the needs of the community. Every local 
authority has the right to undertake any enter- 
prise it wishes, so long as this does not conflict 
with the general plans for the larger territory 
of which it forms a part. 

Two examples will illustrate the differences. 
In London, before the reconstruction of 
Waterloo Bridge could be begun, there were 
years of negotiation between the L.C.C. and 
the landlords on the two banks of the Thames. 
Even then the scheme could not be started 
until the landlords had taken an enormous 


— ee 


ransom from the London people in return for | 


the use of ** their ’’ private land for the public 
benefit. In Moscow, if a bridge is to be built 
over the river (and they’ve built ten of them in 
recent years) it is simply the practical question 
of employing direct labour to build the bridge: 
the land itself is under the direct control of the 
local council (Soviet). 

Again, in Britain, it is illegal for a munici- 
pality to open shops, even if it knows that it 
could thus provide its people with better and 
cheaper goods than they can get from private 
enterprise. But so afraid are the private 
traders of Britain that municipal trade would 


(Continued from preceding page.) 


emphasised the importance of the trade union 
as a channel for constructive criticism. I have 
myself seen in factory and office alike some- 
thing of the outspokenness of this criticism 
directed equally against fellow workers and 
management, through ‘* wall newspapers.’’ 
In a planned economy, the trade unions 
encourage every means of increasing produc- 
tion, since wages are directly related to pre- 
viously ascertained output. From this attitude, 
Mrs. Webb pointed out, have come those 
developments which have not been universally 
acceptable to trade union leaders in other 


cut them out that they have seen to it that such 
_a®public service is illegal. 


illustrated by the committees of Moscow Soviet. 


countries—business accounting brigades, 
socialist emulation, stakhanovism and _ the 
** natronage ’’ of weak undertakings by strong. 
Far from being the emasculated force some- 
times pictured, Mrs. Webb believes that Soviet 
trade unionism is one of the three great pillars 
of the socialist state. 

‘* Soviet Communism: A New Civilisa- 
tion ’’ extends to over 1,200 pages. Despite 
this, the book is a miracle of compression. 
It has not, therefore, been the purpose of this 
article to attempt any detailed description 
of the structure and functioning of the Soviet 
state. The aim has been to induce members 
of the Association to seek for themselves in- 
formation from a source whose objectivity is 
guaranteed by the reputation of the authors. 
That such objective information is essential, 
is clear from Mr. Bernard Shaw’s comment in a 
recent issue of ‘‘ Picture Post’’: ‘*The history 
of Communist Russia for the past twenty years 
in the British and American press is a record 
in recklessly prejudiced mendacity.’’ 


ete. 
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Organisation is to draw the ordinary citizen 
into the work of government, and since most 
workers are public employees (in State and 
municipal enterprise, since there is no other) 


this thumbnail sketch of Russian local 


In Russia, in contrast, it is the trade for | 
private profit which is illegal. A man in 
Moscow tried to buy up candles at the begin- | 


ning of the blackout, to sell at a profit: he got | 


ten years. But the Moscow municipal shops | 
are stocked with candles for the people at prices | 
fixed by the public authorities. 

The variety of undertakings of the local 
government bodies of the Soviet Union is | 


—— a 


They cover every aspect of government. In 
1936 there were 25 such committees, covering | 
the following branches of administration: 
building (all by direct labour) ; housing (most 
of which is either municipal or co-operative | 
property) ; schools ; roads and river embank- 
ments; health; main drainage; railway 
transport ; tramways; culture; local trade ; 
communal economy ; local industry and co- 
operation ; public feeding; lighting, green belt, 
and parks; justice, police, and fire service ; 
orphans; adult education: motor and horse 
traffic ; the Underground ; communications : 
agriculture; fuel; anti-aircraft defence ; 
finance. Finally, there is the City Planning 
Commission, charged with the co-ordination of | 
the whole of the development of the city, in 
conformity with the broader plans for the 
development of the country as a whole. 

From the above, it will be seen that a Soviet 
municipality is almost a ‘** city state ”’ in itself, 
controlling every aspect of serwace to its citizens. 

Since the Soviet city operates*its own industry 
and trade it can finance itself to a great extent 
from the ** profits ’’ (surplus of revenue over 
expenditure) of such enterprises. Moreover, 
the Russian local authority receives a propor- 
tion of all State revenues raised through taxes 
in its territory. It also receives for its own 
use a proportion of the money raised for State 
loans on its territory. 
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there is no distinction, as there is in this country, 


| between the ordinary worker and the public 
employee or civil servant. 


All Soviet citizens 
enjoy the same rights to take part in political 
life and, indeed, it is regarded as a good thing 
that those acquainted with the inner running 
of the local authority should take an active 
part in public controversy. 

In the U.S.S.R. Stalin has personally en- 
couraged all citizens, whatever their walk in 
life, ruthlessly to expose and combat all 
inefficiency in administration, nepotism, or 
Other faults. He has given the support of the 
Soviet State to every form of criticism from 
the working population, whether in industry 
or in the public services, of those who do not 
do their job efficiently or conscientiously. 

Finally, attention must be drawn to the basic 
difference politically between a Russian and a 
British local authority. 

In Britain, every local council is torn between 
conflicting interests ; the interests of private 
ownership, of rent and profit—and the interests 
of those who live by their work. In the 
U.S.S.R. there is only one common interest— 
the interest of those who live by their work, 
because there are no others in Soviet society. 
Therefore, the local authorities in the U.S.S.R. 
can always plan for their people as a whole 
without coming up against the vested interests 
of rent and profit. 

Having studied the working of Moscow’s 
administration, Sir Ernest Simon _ wrote: 
** | believe that they have the best constitution 
yet devised for effective city government, that 
their leaders are men of integrity, enthusiasm, 
and ability, that the advantages of Socialism 
and of the one-party system for town-planning 
purposes are of overwhelming importance.”’ 

And, comparing Moscow’s Ten Year Plan 
of city development with Mr. Herbert 
Morrison’s vision for London of ‘* the 
limitation of the area of the city, a great green 
belt, a coherent and homogeneous local 
government, and a town plan,’’ he comments : 
** Mr. Morrison says: ‘ This is not practical 
politics for to-day, it is a vision of the London 
of my dreams.’ In Moscow it is practical 
politics; much of it is already done.’’ 


Since one of the main aims of the Soviet 
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(Moscow in the Making, pp. 233-4.) 
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SOLVING THE AREKA PROBLE 


By J. H. WARREN M.A. D.P.A.. Town Clerk of Slough 


In this. the second article in our new series on local government reconstruction, Mr. Warren surveys some of the solutions already 


proposed for what is known as the area problem, and advances his own. 
regard them as too conservative. 


Tt was frequently asserted 

that for one service or another the 
existing plan of local government organisation 
failed to provide a large enough area; and 
in several quarters it was contended that some 
services required a 


before the war 


** regional’ area, tran- | 


scending even the largest county boroughs or 


counties. In most instances the champion 


of the super-scale area was interested In some. 


particular service and considered it in the light 
of his own conception of its ideal requirements, 
ignoring any effects of a divorce of that 
service from others. On the other hand, some 
students of local government who favoured 


regionalism saw that each service could not | 


be dealt with piecemeal, and applied them- 
selves to devise a new plan. which 
include a new regional organ. They had to 
face the fact that, even among the services 
which such an organ could undertake, not one 
required quite the same area as another. 
Either, then, an arbitrary area must be chosen 
for all, or something like an ad hoc body 
must be erected for each. If, moreover, they 
were prepared to admit, as some of them 
were, that the best 
were small ones, a new plan had to cater for 


would | 


areas for some services | 


a more complex division of services than | 


exists at present. 


It would be worth while to survey one or | 
two of the solutions arrived at, 1f one accepted | 


the case for super-scale areas in the sense in 
which it has been put forward, namely, that 
certain services require to be handled in 
regional areas entirely by one regional. organ 
—* handling ’’ meaning all functions of 
control, planning, and execution. Since Il 
cannot accept the case for larger areas in this 
sense, [| leave such solutions on one side and 


pass to consider the assumptions which led | 


to them. 


The Industrial Analogy. 


A good deal of the sentiment for super- 
scale areas is part of a general ideology in 
favour of large-scale units which has_ been 
derived from the sphere of industry. But even 
in that sphere reactions to this ideology have 
been setting in for some years past, as a 


consequence of practical experience of the | 


problems of large-scale administration. In 
fact, many super-sized industrial units have 
undergone a process of decentralisation in one 
form or another, in which there has been the 
common feature that the unit is resolved into 
component parts, operated at lower levels of 
executive direction, and, to some extent, of 
control. 

The same kind of economic considerations 
do apply to local government services as apply 
to those activities of service and production 
which we call ‘* industry,’’ 
parallels may not be, and in fact are not, 
complete. We have to recognise, therefore, 
that the same ‘* law of increasing return ”’ 
which favours the larger unit in industry, 
at any rate up to a point, is applicable to 
local government services. This is obviously 


so in the case of the utility services ; in fact, 
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the *‘ law ’’ operates more strongly in those 
services, as it always does where a large part 
of the media of production and distribution 
are in the form of fixed plant. 
however, be a mistake to assume that the law 
has no effect in other spheres of local govern- 
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even though the 


It would, 


—— 
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ment service. It has an infiuence where plant 
of any kind, or depots, or even the need of a 
varied staff, are involved. The ‘* law ’’ 1s, 
however, nothing more than the statement of a 
tendency—a tendency that expenses do not 


THE SOLUTION 


While finding the present structure of 
local government sound in principle and 
capable (if properly applied, and supple- 
mented by machinery for planning and 
concerted action over contiguous areas) 
of providing economic and administra- 
tively efficient areas, Mr. Warren 
Suggests a number of important changes 
and innovations, including : 

@ Extension of county borough govern- 
ment, with automatic elevation to 
county borough status of every town 
of over 50,000 inhabitants ; 

@ Increase of the responsibilities of 
non-county boroughs and_ urban 
districts, with greater delegation to 
them of powers now exercised by 
county councils ; 

@ Machinery for regular consultation 
and joint action between county 
councils and non-county boroughs 
and urban districts ; 

@ The creation of a new Regional or 
sub-Regional Body formed on a 
federal basis, which would not itself 
operate services but would have four 
main functions : 
|. Supervision of town and country 

planning and development 
schemes ; 

2. The securing of concerted action 
in dealing with new tasks en- 
trusted to local authorities ; 

3. Continuous review, in association 
with the Government. depart- 
ments, of loca! government areas, 
including those of county councils ; 

4. Periodical review of the distribu- 
tion of functions among loca! 
authorities in the area. 

This Regional Body to be assisted, on 
the one hand by a Regional Board com- 
posed of representatives of Government 
departments, and on the other by 
standing advisory panels of local govern- 
ment officers in the region. 


increase in proportion to the size of the unit. 
Practical experience shows that, above a 
certain minimum of size, any inherent economic 
advantage the ‘*‘ law ’’ brings tends to become 
less and less, and to be offset by increasing 
expenses or loss of efficiency due to imperfect 
| control, unless some process of decentralisation 
is applied. | 

If the case for enlarged areas rests on 
general considerations of the kind contained 
in the ** law of increasing return,’’ it rests 
on very debatable ground. Of itself, the 
** law ”’’ holds no clue to the point of maximum 
advantage in any particular industry or service. 
It is not certain that even the utility services 
stand to gain much from it, if we consider 
them as they are to-day and not as they were 
some years ago. It was manifest, for example, 


that before the electricity reforms, the areas 
in which generation and distribution were 
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Some officers may think them too radical, others may 
We shall welcome full discussion and elaboration of them. 


then combined were too small, and led to 
wasteful use of plant ; though in this case the 


| special factor operated that electricity cannot 


| 
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| demands. 
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(for ‘‘ supply *’ purposes) be stored, and each 
one of a number of small generating units had, 
therefore, to carry its own reserve for ** peak °’ 
The economies of large scale 


generation have now been secured by the 


establishment of the ‘* grid,’’ 


leaving most 
authorities with distribution business only. 
Whatever other case the McGowan Report may 
have had for its proposal for super-scale 
distributive units, it offered no_ tangible 


| evidence that the largest distributors supplied 


more cheaply than the smaller, or that their 


' costs were less : and the smaller and medium- 


—- 


sized distributors did not fail to make the 
point, in the keen controversy that ensued on 
the issue. of the report, that they showed 
definite advantage in their more intensive 
cultivation of their market, their closer know- 
ledge of jocal conditions, and their easier 
means of control. 

In the case of gas supply (gas can be stored) 
there is nothing in statistics kept over long 
periods of years to show any appreciable 
difference in costs of production and distribu- 
tion between the larger undertakings and 
those of medium or even smaller towns. In 
the case of transport, we have to remember 
that all undertakers have now been _fitted 
into a system of regional control, though 
there is as yet no unification of services. In 
the case of water supply, any wastefulness which 
Once resulted from the absence of control over 
resort to sources can be, and to some extent 
has been, remedied by central departmental 
action ; and while it is impossible to compare 
undertakings drawing their supplies from far 
distant centres with the type of undertaking 
which draws its supplies from local sources, 
there is little evidence of the effects of size 
even among the latter. 


Enter ‘“* Regionalism.”’ 


It was not until shortly before the war that 
any suggestions were made in_ responsible 
quarters for regional areas for any other 
local government services. True, the Hadow 
Report suggested that regionalism might be 
the eventual goal of the measures it proposed 
to deal with the disintegration of education 
services, but it did not argue the case on 
** economic ’’ grounds. or say how the 
regionalism was to be implemented. 

Apart from individual writings, the Report 
of the Tyneside Commission, published in 1937, 
was the first document to carry the philosophy 
of regionalism into the sphere of non-utility 
services. It advocated a regional area for 
drainage, education, public assistance, all 
classified roads, police, and fire brigades. It 
was evidently ‘*‘ stumped ’’ for a regional 
constitution, and ended up weakly by pro- 
pounding the area of one geographical county 
as the region, and by a vague suggestion that 
the county council might be the nucleus of a 
new regional organ. 

It contained repeated asseverations that 
the services ‘* should be administered more 
economically and efficiently over a regional 
area,’’ but recited no evidence, and produced 
no reasons of its own, to justify that assump- 
tion. If its proposals were grounded on 
reasons at all, these resided first in a desire 
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to spread the charge for these services, and | 


secondly, in the preposterous assumption that 
the differences between town and country 
were no longer real in relation to these services, 
and that one authority should, therefore, deal 
with both to secure uniformity of provision. 
‘* By this means the benefits and advantages 
io be dérived would be within the reach of all 
inhabitants regardless of their environment.’”’ 


it was not suggested how rural ratepayers | 
failed to obtain the benefit of public assistance | 


under the present system, why secondary schools 
should be placed at mile intervals in a rural 
area, nor how the surveyor of Newcastle would 
find °° great advantages ’’ to result if his 
classified roads ‘*‘ were placed under. the 
control of a regional authority covering a 
very wide area.’’ Economy and efficiency 
of administration as such were simply not dealt 
with in the Report. 


Virtues of the Smaller Area 


While it 1s doubtful that the ‘‘ inherent 
advantages of size °*’ point at all conclusively 
to a unit of regional scope, there are many 
considerations which favour an area of more 
modest scale ; provided it is sufficiently large 


to employ the proper types of staff. The staff | 
is on the spot and its accessibility to the job | 
usually saves expense in many directions ; 't | 
take quick | 


has local knowledge and can 
executive action. 


Moreover, while the market for industry is | 
it is of the essence of local | 
A large part of | 
the efficiency of local government must lie in| 


not territorial, | 
government that it should be. 


its responsiveness to the requirements of a 
particular community, and 
machinery must, 
response. 


for areas of vastly different types (urban and 


rural), and any idea that their requirements | 
are, or can ever be, the same, is to my mind | 
For example, rural areas do not in- 


false. 
general require developed sewage and sewage 


disposal arrangements, simply because of the 
varying densities of population and building 


development : paving of streets is of vital im- 
portance in big cities but would be waste of 
public money in rural roads ; large secondary 
schools may have to be provided fairly close 
together in built-up areas, but are hardly called 
for at equivalent intervals in the recesses of 
rural England. 


Local Machinery Essential 


Transport and power have no doubt abol- 
ished some of the differences between town 
and country, but the differences are and will 
always rcmain considerable. It seems difficult 


executed from some remote regional centre by 
widely peripatetic staffs ; and a regional area 
would in any event have to make use of the 
apparatus already developed locally for areas 
such as towns. It is significant that in Lan- 
cashire—the largest unit in the country with a 
mixed jurisdiction—considerations of practica- 
bility in administration have in many instances 
led the county council to delegate executive 
functions to boroughs and districts, or to make 
use of these as agents for the discharge of 
county council responsibilities—and Lancashire 
would, -of course, not be nearly as large as the 


‘region ’’ conceived of in some quarters. 
Before concluding my _ observation on 
* size ’’ it would be useful to point out now 


(since it has so often been forgotten) that an 
authority administering a complex of services 
may be or become a large enough unit to secure 
advantages of the kind which might otherwise 
be secured by a wide scope for one service. 
In other words, ‘* size ’’ may be achieved by 
aggregate of functions and not merely by terri- 
torial scope. This consideration is eminently 
applicable to staff. Associate, say, an en- 
gineering department with a legal and financial 


administrative | 
therefore, be of the kind) 
which can provide a ready and knowledgeable | 
A regional organ for any service | 
would necessarily imply that one agency caters | 
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department in a medium-sized town, and you 
can get the same economic use of staff, and the 
same economies which accrue from the use of 
central establishments, as if you had a large 
territorial unit for one service, providing a 
legal and financial staff of its own. Those 
who look at areas from the angle of one service 
almost invariably fail to notice this aspect of 
the matter. 


Need for Concerted Aciion 
Having now dealt with the issue of size as 


affected by pre-conceived notions of its effects | 
upon efficiency and economy in the executive | 
spheres, we should not do justice to the issue if 
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the case for 


‘““We must apologise for a small gap in 
the programme.”’ 


we failed to recognize that there are other and 
sounder considerations which have sometimes 
been in mind in the plea for super-scale areas 
or ** regionalism. ’’ 

The requirements of contiguous areas can, 
we must admit, grow to a pattern which needs 
to be looked at and planned for as a whole. 
The growth of new towns or urbanised areas, 
the siting of factories, schools, and houses 
have their repercussidns over very wide areas. 
Many conditions are operative requiring terri- 
tories served by adjacent county boroughs or 


‘county councils to conform to some key plan 
to conceive that the arrangements for such | 


places would be better or more economically | 


in matters of this kind. Moreover, as we have 
been forcibly reminded of late, new tasks 
descend upon local authorities which call for 
concerted action, say 
county boroughs, over wider areas than any 
one of them ; and we are bound to admit that 
there has been no machinery in the past to 
secure the necessary contacts and co-opera- 
tion. Not one of the executive authorities 
concerned may see the whole of the problem, 
and with the best will in the world it is difficult 
for any of them to co-operate until there is 
some common view of the requirements of the 
situation, and some effective means of con- 
certing their action. The central depart- 
ments have not met the needs of the situation 
in the past (though in existing conditions the 
responsibility is theirs) largely because of their 
failure to decentralize and make territorial 
contacts with their local authorities. 

It is in considerations of this kind that the 
real case for some form of regionalism arises. 
There must be conformity to the larger ** plan,’’ 
and there must be machinery which, while it 
leaves executive action to the authorities on 
the spot, secures their co-operation. In other 
words, any efficient plan of local government 
must ensure that any new task. of urgency or 


Actually, it did nothing of the kind. 
| Willink recognized the real character of the 


aspects of the 


between counties and | 
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creative effort must be prehensile over larger 
areas than any of the existing local authority 
units. This, however, does not establish the 
need for a regional organ which will have 
executive functions. Even if an organ of this 
kind were established, it would find itself, 
having taken over the services of smaller 
authorities, forced to decentralize and delegate 
back to the local units. As the local units 
already exist, the sounder course is to create 
machinery which will secure conformity to a 
general plan, or concerted executive action, as 
the case may be, but which will not itself 
undertake executive functions, and so break 


_ down the conditions of efficiency in that sphere 
| of effort. 


~The Alternative 


Some machinery of this kind will almost 


| | certainly be established since the need has 
_ become so obvious, and unless it is created at 


the local government level it will develop, as 


it has had to develop during the war in the 
absence 
' through the control and agency of the de- 
centralized Government departments. 
from any political arguments against such a 


of any other machinery, entirely 


Apart 


solution, the situation calls for the practical 


local knowledge and initiative of local bodies, 
| and the °° field ’ 


’ experience of their advisers. 


A ready illustration of the considerations 


| Just mentioned was afforded by what happened 
in dealing with refugees from the bombed 


No 


a) 


towns. 
** centrally 
common plan. 


arrangement had been made 
for concerted activity to a 
An authority overwhelmed by 


refugees could only apply to its neighbours 
_and find that they were in the same plight, and 
it was not for. several days that the regional 
' authorities stepped in to provide some impro- 
| vised clearing-house arrangement. 


It might 
have been argued that this clearly established 
larger local government ‘areas. 
Mr. 


necessary measures in his speech in the House 
on civil defence after his work on the London 
problem. He. found local 
councils still the best executive agents, but they 
had to have a plan to work to, and machinery 
for concerting their action. 


Co-ordination of Servy:ces 


And now, before I apply any conclusions 
arrived at in the foregoing review of territorial 
considerations, let me say that I consider that 
more problems have arisen and are likely to 
arise from the division of services between 
several authorities than from the division of 
areas among them for one service or another. 
Most local government officers who have 
experience of both county boroughs and 
county areas will agree that administration 
is easier where one organism is dealing with all 
services, aS in the county borough, and that, 
even before the war, the division of services in 
the county areas led to great difficulties. One 
can cite many instances, and it is only typifying 
the kind of difficulties that arise if I mention 
those which accrued in school provision and 
housing development because the county is the 
education authority, and the borough the 
housing authority. The wartime services of the 
local authorities have emphasised the difh- 
culties which arise when services are divided 
between authorities ; and one peed only cite 
the incidence, in county areas, of A.R.P. and 
in particular post-raid services—the problems 
of the latter having recently called for special 
measures in vulnerable areas outside the county 
boroughs. The size of areas has received an 
inordinate degree of attention from ** outside ”*’ 
critics of the existing system, and few have 
studied the difficulties of dissociated services. 
They have thus failed to grasp some of the real 
defects of the existing plan, at any rate as it 
has been applied, and, on the other hand, to 
pay regard to the supreme value of keeping 
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One service associated with another in their 
suggestions for reconstruction. 

If, then, there is no case, or only a very 
debatable case, for a regional unit with 


executive functions, but the present plan is | 
capable of providing suitable areas if it were | 
mechanism | 
and con- | 
formity to key planning, the chief aim should | 
be to create organs which administer the ye | 

acticé ang - vol e | 
pe pie Mae oe a egg pe Pigs Bh '(which favoured a county borough solution) 
' produced strong evidence that it would not be. 


rightly applied and 
established for concerted 


some 
action 


evils of a division of services. On the one hand 
this implies that county borough government 


should be retained, and applied to all large 
towns. Evenifa particular service might ideally | 


do with a larger area even for executive pur- 
poses, more advantage will accrue to that 
service and others by keeping all services in 
association 


County Borough Government 


The virtues of the county borough type of 
government are impressive. Each service has 


a ‘* market °’ of the dimensions and character | 


which allow easy contact between ** producer °’ 
and ‘** consumer,’ quick action on the spot, 
close knowledge of consumers’ requirements, 
and effective supervision by council and man- 
agement, the council itself being an effective 
focal point for reference to and by the manage- 
ment in dealing with consumers’ needs and 
‘* complaints.’” The wants of citizens in a large 


the closest co-operation of one service with 
another; and the county borough organism 
provides the potentiality of such a co-operation 
as does no other. The association of its depart- 
ments renders it singularly adapted to new 
tasks, by reason of the asststance which one 
department can readily give to another, and 
the varied types of staff it has at its disposal 
through its wide range of functions. Novel 
tasks are thus rendered quickly prehensile.” At 
the same time, the collocation of services and 
departments makes for economy all round; 
central establishments like the legal and financial 
serving the executive departments such as the 
engineering, architeciural, etc., and _ these 
departments in turn advising and serving the 
administration. 


Unified Control 


Finally, the whole organism is under a 
unified control which brings the public repre- 
sentative and the expert into the. closest 
contact and interchange of views, and by this 
means, and by reason of the visibility of local 
action to a local public, effectively precludes 
the growth of bureaucratic outlook and habit. 
The whole organism has elasticity, resource, 
e>onomy, and responsiveness to public need; 
and these spring essentially from that concentra- 
tion of many-sided activity under local and 
unified control which is the characteristic of 
this type of local government. 

And this is the type of government the 
Tyneside Commission proposed to obliterate 
on Tyneside. For what? For an undefined 
regionalism in certain services, on the assump- 
tion that administration would be more 
efficient and economic if that area were 
administered in common with the rural tracts 
of Northumberland. 

The sole comment the Commission offered 
on county bor6ugh government in or for the 
area was ** that there were now objections to 
county borough government.’’ And _ what 
were these ? One only is cited in the report, i.e. 
that in paragraph 142: ‘* The area covered by 
a county borough is usually well developed, 
containing valuable residential and industrial 
property with a proportionately high rateable 
value and corresponding benefits to the in- 
babitant$’ As the districts contiguous to it 
develop and thus increase in rateable value, the 
boundaries"are extended to absorb the newly 
developed area. This extension may be of 


consideration : 
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advantage to the districts so acquired, but at | 


the same time it reacts on the county council 
by reducing the area under its control, with a 
corresponding loss in rateable value.’’ Fin- 
ancial adjustment was obviously the dominant 
and true economy and effi- 
ciency of administration must take second place. 
Impaired financial strength might possibly be 
involved for the county council in the obvious 
solution of building up a larger county borough 
(or boroughs, for there is nothing necessarily 
unsound in the existence of adjacent county 
boroughs); though the minority report 


In any event, was not the block grant formula 
designed to introduce a new means of meeting 


disparities in area finance, or is no other 


adjustment conceivable ? 

The balance of advantage lies in éstablishing 
county borough type of government at a !ower 
level than:75,000. The level taken in the Act of 
1888 was 50,000, and the increase to 75,000 in 
1926 was largely the result of county council 
pressure on financial grounds which are no 
longer cogent, since the grant formula intro- 
duced three years later a new principle of grant 
for local government services ** national °’ in 
character. 

The county council must likewise be retained 
as an essential unit in the plan. While the 


-larger urban areas should be taken out of its 


scope, it should be recognised as the right 
organ to carry out the major services in the 


: 1: rural areas, and in the smaller urban areas. 
town are a complex which can be met only by | 


The ‘latter should be allowed to build up 
functions with growth, and they should, 
wherever possible, exercise delegated powers 
and agency functions for the county councils, 
since this in itself would secure for their areas 
some measure of the advantage of associated 
Services. 


CONCLUSIONS AND PROPOSALS 


My conclusions and proposals are as follows: 


1. The present plan is, on the whole, sound in 
conception and can be made to provide economic 
and administratively efficient areas for all 
phases of administration in most services, and 
for executive operation in other services. It 
requires, however, a_ better application, and 
will continue to require re-application from 
time to time. In this process, it is vital to 
observe the following principles : 

(a) It should be the aim to establish authorities 
with as substantial a range of functions as is 
practicable ; the difficulties of present con- 
ditions springing as much, if not more, 
from divisions of responsibility for services 
rather than from any lack of wider areas 
for individual services. This implies that 
the county borough type of government 
should not only be retained but considerably 
extended ; the present level of eligibility for 
county borough status should be reduced to 
50,000 and should not be dependent upon the 
promotion of a Parliamentary Bill. More- 
over, the aim should be to increase the 
responsibilities of substantial non-county 
boroughs and urban districts, There should 
be further facilities for delegation by the 
county council to such authorities, and 
though one or two county councils have 
shown a disposition to do this voluntarily, 
the decision should not be left entirely in 
their hands. 

(b) While county council boundaries are not, 
and never have been, related to existing 
social and economic conditions, an organ 
such as the county council is a necessary 
element in the structure. It should carry on 
all major services in the rural and smaller 
urban areas. Its boundaries, however, should 
not be regarded as sacrosanct and should be 
subject to review in the same way as any 
other authority’s ; and in some instances sub- 
stantial interchanges of areas might be 
effected between counties. 

To counter the difficulties inherent in the 


division of responsibilities in the county 
areas, and to facilitate concerted action, 
wherever necessary, there should be some 
mechanism for regular consultation and joint 
action between the county council and the 
non-county boroughs and urban districts of the 
kind which has existed in practice in Lanca- 
shire for many years past, through the 
media of the inon-County Boroughs and 
Urban District Councils Association, there 
operative on a county basis. 

2. For some services, key planning is 
required over wider areas than are provided by 
the existing plan. Some machinery for con- 
certed action is also needed over wider areas. 
For these two purposes there is a need for 
what may be called a regional area; and it 
seems the best course to establish for these 
purposes a regional organ which could also 
appropriately deal with the adjustment of the 
main plan from time to time, 1.e. boundary 
review, and consideration of the distribution 
of functions in cases where the distribution is 
left elastic. This new body should not be 
conceived of as executant. The executant 
would in all cases be the appropriate local 
authority or authorities of the existing plan ; 
and where some scheme covering adjoining 
areas could not be carried out by each 
executing an allotted part, one could be chosen 
as agent for all. 


Functions of Regional Body 


The regional body could be given planning 
in the more specific sense of that word, which 
indicates functions under town and country 
planning legislation, but it should also be 
understood that proposals for development of 
certain services should come before it so that 
the wider area can be developed in conformity 
with some total view of its requirements. This 
would involve the selection of a certain number 
of items, such as the choice of sites and the 
provision of new roads, institutions, and main 
drainage proposals, in which the executant 
authorities would have to bring their proposals 
before the regional body.. The second function 
of the regional unit would be to secure con- 
certed action in dealing with any new tasks 
entrusted to local authorities.: Thirdly, the 
new regional unit should be associated with 
the central departments in the establishment 
of a permanent Boundary Commission which 
would give continuous attention to the re- 
organisation of local government areas to 
meet changed conditions. Fourthly, though 
the distribution of functions, as between the 
various types of authority, may have to be- 
dealt with primarily by legislative means 
(with, I hope, some greater degree of elasticity 
to meet area characteristics), even the distri- 
bution of functions can never be left entirely 
static, and accordingly the new regional unit 
should review from time to time the distri- 
bution of functions among the authorities in 
its area. Even if this function were only 
consultative it would prove of inestimable 
value. : 


A Federal Structure 


I conceive of the new unit as a local govern- 
ment organ, though it would work side by side 
with some regional board comprising repre- 
sentatives of some of the Departments of State. 
I cannot conceive of it, however, as constituted 
on existing representative models. It could be 
on a federal basis, readily established if each 
region were organised in associations of 
county councils, county boroughs, non-county 
boroughs, urban districts, etc. It is unnecessary 
that the lines on which it may be urgently 
necessary to bring such a regional organ into 
being at the close of the war should necessarily 
constitute its final structure. It would work. 
with the skilled assistance of local government 
officers in the region, apart from any staff it 
would assemble itself, and the local govern- 
ment officers should be organised into stand- 


ing advisory panels for the purpose of this 
(Continued on next page) ; 


HOW SHEFFIELD DEALS WITH” 


BLITZINFORWATION 


In his article on Blitzinformation in the August Journal, Tom Harrisson specially praised the organisation at Sheffield. 


Here 


we publish an authoritative account of the Sheffield system—which might well serve as a model for other authorities, and 
Should go a long way to satisfy the widespread demand for practical suggestions which Mr. Harrisson’s article aroused. 


TF it is true that hope springs eternal, it is 

equally true fhat hope deferred maketh the 
heart sick. That is the crux of morale: 
maintain the hope and prevent the despair. 
Hence, those who are dispossessed must not 


} 


to | 


only be kept alive, but their lives must be made | 


worth living. The services exist to do this, 
but they are confusing in their multiplicity. 


The first job of an information service is to. 


reduce this confusion to coheree@e. 
pervades all other services. 
at codification : 
plify. Information must also advertise itself, 
to ask, but also what to ask about. 
the close contact the information service makes 


places it In a unique position tea discover and 
report difficulties to those able to rectify them. 

Before the war, the organisation of general 
information for the public was undertaken by 
the public library, often under conditions of 
great diffeulty. Many newspapers also gave 
an information service, sometimes expertly 
done, often supplemented from the library. 
There were, of course, other sources of special 
information, such as railway and travel agencies, 


and the Council of Secial Service had begun’ 


the Citizens Advice Bureaux. Information 
bureaux had also been set up by local authorities 
in a few of the larger towns. 


AREA PROBLEM 


(Continued from preceding page) 


assistance. With a scope such as I have indi- 
cated, the new regional organ would have to 
subdivide its activities, maintaining a number 
of commissions which would, possibly be of a 
mixed charect:2r. 

As to the torritorial scope of such units, I 
do not think that the present defence regions 
would constitute serviceable areas, as some 
would be too large. The Government depart- 
ments might retain such regions for purposes 
of their own de-centralization and regional 
activity ; but the local government regions 
and organs might, in relation to them, be sub- 
regional in scope. The area of the regional 


unit need not be different for any of its func- | 


tions. The objects cited could be secured by a 
general area and body, so long as such units 
were everywhere established. Collaboration in 
any project involving services or areas in 
adjoining regions would then present no major 
difficulties. 

3. As to the public utilities, I consider that 
there is not now, in view of recent measures, 
so strong a case for any separate and radical 
overhaul of the areas in which local authority 
undertakings are operated as has sometimes 
been contended ; and I regard the continued 
association of these utilities with what are 
called the ‘‘* ordinary ’’ local government 
services as itself a factor tending to make for 
all-round economy as well as for the co- 
ordination of services in the interests of the 
citizen consumer. 

Iam conscious that I have not fully evidenced 
every view expressed, nor indicated my pro- 
posals in anything more than broad outline. 
Neither course could be taken within the 
compass of this article. I am also conscious 
that the views I have expressed here, e.g. on 
county areas, may appear to some as radical. 
I consider them as a whole to be conservative. 
We are only progressive if we know what 
and when to conserve. We shall only conserve 
if we are prepared to progress. 


It thus | 
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But it cannot stop 
it has to interpret and sim-_ 


The war brought the Ministry of Information 
and the air-raid bureaux set up as part of the 
relief-in-kind scheme by public assistance 
departments. Apart from news and propa- 
ganda, however, the Ministry of Information 
had but a limited and rather confused idea 
of the problem; the Ministry of Health 
appeared to be little better informed ; and the 
local authorities in general were not actively 
disturbed. ‘* It won’t happen to us ”’ 


of bombing elsewhere. It might have been 


thought that the experience of the first heavy 
not only to ensure that people will know where | 


Moreover, | 


authorities in vulnerable areas by the depart- 


| ces | ments concerned ; but if the attempt was made, 
with all who have been affected by raids | 


b 


' 


the pace was too slow to get there on time. 
Financial support was limited by the govern- 
ment, which, instead of setting standards, 


' tended to follow the standards already estab- 


lished by progressive local authorities. The 
Citizens Advice Bureau, living for the main 
part on goodwill, had done excellent work, 
but its resources and experience were strictly 
limited, and the number of 
available was small. Here then are 
quartet of information agencies: the Ministry 


| the demand is light, the information service 


is carried on entirely by the public welfare 
department under the direction of the public 
welfare officer. After a heavy raid, the city 
librarian assumes control, thus relieving a 
colleague over-burdened by other duties. But 
the public welfare information staff remains, 


_ supplemented by the library staff, the Citizens 
_ Advice Bureau and its voluntary workers, and 


was the | 
prevailing attitude, in spite of the evidence | ment demands planned co-operation—an over- 


| worked 


the Ministry of Information. Such an arrange- 


phrase, but a much underworked 


| principle. With goodwill it can be and has been 
raids would have been passed on to all local | 
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of Information, the public library, the local | 


air-raid inquiry bureau, 


and the Citizens | 


Advice Bureau—all endowed with the best of | 


intentions, very thin for lack of nourishment, 
and all singing in different keys. 


Unity of Control Essential 


Mr. Tom Harrisson says that information 1s 
indivisible. It is. There should be unity of 
control; there should be no dissonance ; the 
information service should be an integral part 
of the civil defence organisation. 
business 1s to train the quartet in such a way 
that its pianissimo is as effective as its fortissi- 
mo; that is, when times are quiet it should 
continue its work, ready, when the need arises, 
to expand its volume indefinitely. It has been 
found practicable to do this in Sheffield, and 
part of the object of this article is to show how 
it was done. 

First of all, there is the permanent informa- 
tion bureau of the public welfare department, 
staffed by competent full-time officials who keep 
abreast of the stream of information issued by 
the government departments, changed rulings 
and ‘* case ’’ decisions, local practices, etc., thus 
forming a reliable base for the expanded 
Organisation which is planned to operate in 
stages commensurate with the extent of enemy 
attack. This staff must also do most of the 
planning of the information service. 


Value of Libraries Staff 


Then, by a happy accident, the honorary 
secretary of the local Ministry of Information 
committee is also the city librarian. For the 
first two or three weeks after a heavy raid, the 
work of his staff declines considerably, owing 
to a falling off in public demand, so that a 
good proportion can be released for information 
duties. His is a staff, moreover, who have 
experience of dealing sympathetically with the 
public, who are used to giving information, 
and to whom an index is part of the familiar 
pattern of daily life. The Citizens Advice 
Bureau, which carries on independently in 
quiet times, joins the general information 
service and brings with it a considerable num- 
ber of intelligent voluntary workers. 


The plan adopted in Sheffield is that when 


The first | 


achieved. Thus are the two first requirements 
of an information service satisfied: unity of 


_ control, giving unity of purpose ; and flexibility 


which ensures expansion. 

In achieving this unity, it is important that 
the advantages of diversity are not lost. The 
Citizens Advice Bureau, for example, un- 
restricted by regulations, can often act in 
cases not covered by statutory provision ; it 
has, moreover, its poor man’s lawyer service 


, 'and its funds for the dependants of serving 
trained staff | 
the 


men; it has its own special experience and 
voluntary workers. The searcher service, 
which was one of the outstanding successes in 
Sheffield, was organised for another purpose 
by the Miunistry of Information, who also 
provided a loudspeaker van. An arrangement 
previously made by the Ministry of Information 
for the use of police loudspeaker cars, dove- 
tailed easily into the scheme, but a warning 
should be entered here against complicated 
statements and the need for well-trained 
announcers. 


Scope of Service 


The next problem is that of training, but 
before it can be considered it is necessary to 
explain the scope of the information service 
in Shefheld which operates after a heavy raid. 

The Rest Centre.—At each rest centre there 


| will be an information officer who will give 


advice, distribute the appropriate forms for 
claiming compensation, etc., help people to 
complete them, and deal with inquiries ° 
regarding missing relatives. (This is im- 
portant, since families may be separated and 
anxious to discover the whereabouts of each 
other ; in addition to which there is a strong 
likelihood that the relatives of the dead and 
injured are in the rest centres.) It may be 
remarked here that, for the most part, the 
rest centres are occupied by the poorer people. 
They predominate, their houses are built more 
closely together and are frequently inferior in 
construction, they live in the more vulnerable 
areas, and they cannot make the same use 
of the ** Come Right In Society ’’ as those 
who are in better circumstances. Hence, the 
work of the information officer at the rest 
centre goes beyond direction and becomes 
welfare. 

’ Branch Information Centres.—There will be 
six branch information centres, which are 
partially administrative in character. Their 
purpose is to take the weight of the most 
common inquiries. They will be able to record 
details of damage to property; receive 
applications for billeting; distribute’ the 
official forms, such as those required by the 
War Damage Act; display casualty lists ; and 
take particulars of missing persons. A repre- 
sentative of the assistance board and of the food 
control will also be in attendance. Provision 
has also been made that in cases where an 
inquiry cannot be answered on the spot, and 


230 


main information centre and answered by 
letter. At each of these branch information 
centres there will be a centre leader, supported 
by three members of the library staff, four 


volunteers from the Council of Social Service | 
there will also be two | 


and four messengers : 


displayed in the main hall showing what 


| services are available and in which room they 
it would be a hardship for the inquirer to. 
travel, the inquiry will be forwarded to the | 


cars in attendance for any emergency that | . 
Inquiries which cannot be dealt with at the 


may arise. 


The branch information centres will obvi- | 


ously be situated in the heavily populated 
districts, and are better placed on the town 
side of such districts than on the perimeter 
side. The buildings selected should provide 
adequate cover for the public. At the busiest 
times queues are unavoidable. 
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They are not | 


invariably a sign of inefficiency, but may be a. 


positive sign that the maximum use is being 
made of the available staffs. What must be 
ensured is that. the wait is not unduly pro- 
tracted and that it is made under cover. It 
scarcely needs stating at this time that alter- 
native accommodation should be earmarked. 
A stock of the various stationery items and 
special forms are at each branch information 
centre, together with large notice 
announcing the setting up of the centre. 
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Main Information Centre.—The main infor- | 


mation centre is the focal point of the various 
information Services. 


It is housed in the large | 


central library, which 1s eminently suitable for | 


the purpose, and is in the centre of the city 
near. the other administrative offices. It is 
administrative in character, and the 


main | 


government and municipal departments are | 


represented ; there is a welfare department 
to deal generally with all problems outside the 
scope of any other service, and particularly 
with the needs of those who, immediately after 
a raid, find their way to the information centre 
and need food and shelter. Military liaison 
officers will be present to deal with servicemen, 
and the Council of Social Service with the 
dependants of servicemen. 


The ** Searcher Service ”’ 


missing relatives. Its importance develops as 
the sum of a geometrical series according to 
the extent and dislocation caused by the raids. 
The system is based partially on a large central 
index and on the searcher service. At each 
rest centre a card record is made of all persons 
admitted. This is sent immediately to the main 
information centre, to form the basis of an 
index of the movement of population, which is 
kept up to date by records of billeting and 
evacuation. This index, however, doés not 
contain any record of those who have been 
voluntarily billeted or evacuated, unless they 
have applied for allowances ; nor does it record 
those who have not had to leave their homes. 
Yet many inquiries from commanding officers 
concerning the near relatives of local men 
under their charge, and from relatives outside 
the town, relate to those who are well and living 
in their own homes. There is, moreover, a 
time lag in making out the card at the rest 
centre and its receipt at the main information 
centre. 

Hence the need for the searcher service. It 
consists of a large number of secondary school 
boys with bicycles who, if the index fails to 
give the necessary information, visit the 
addresses of those about whom inquiries have 
been made. It will be apparent that a high 
standard of intelligence is required for this 
work. The triumphs of deduction achieved by 
these lads, the anxiety they allay, and the light- 
hearted enthusiasm with which they do their 
work, constitute one of the many evidences 
that there is still a strong desire to serve, which 
merely awaits the opportunity. 

The system of direction adopted in the main 
information centre is two-fold; there are 
specially trained guides to direct and advise 
people as they come in, and a large notice is 
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are situated. Above each service in the various 
rooms is a large card showing prominently the 
name of the department. In addition, there 
are facilities for rest and food; these are 
particularly necessary in the early days after 
a raid when people may have to wait a con- 
siderable time. 

The control of all the information services 
is established at the main information centre. 


rest centres or branch information centres are 
forwarded there and the person concerning 
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WiLL SS RRS CSO 
‘Aren't we rather overdoing this ‘safety 
in height’ business, Hans? ”’ 


whom the inquiry was made is notified by 
post or messenger. A special record of inquiries 
is kept at the main and branch information 


: _ | centres and at the rest centres, and difficult 
There is a special department for tracing | cases are specially recorded, so that any lack 


of facilities can be rectified. 

That is the formal scheme of the information 
service, but in the background are those such 
as wardens, police, ministers, senior govern- 
ment officers, trade union officials, works 
welfare officers, W.V.S., teachers, etc., to whom 
the public are likely to turn for guidance. 


Training System 

The degreee of training naturally depends 
on the nature of the duties to be performed. 
The welfare department at the main _ infor- 
mation centre requires the greatest knowledge 
and experience, and the staff here is per- 
manently on this work. The leaders at the 
branch information centres:come next, and 
reasonably require a more detailed knowledge 
than their staffs. But these staffs, in turn, must 
be better informed generally than, say, the 
police, wardens, W.V.S., etc. It is sufficient 
if the latter know the scope of the information 
service, together with a broad outline of the 
duties of the various government and municipal 
departments which are represented at the main 
information centre. The second group has to 
know something of the technique—how and 
to whom to apply for compensation ; what 
grant will be made for the removal of furniture 
and in what circumstances ; the various types 
of pensions and how those who have lost their 
books may obtain new ones ; and so on. All 
this knowledge, together with a general know- 
ledge of the rest centre organisation, emer- 
gency committee decisions, how to obtain 
petrol supplies for the volunteer car drivers, 
and, above all, a capacity to act independently 
should the occasion require it, are needed by. 
the branch information centre leaders. 

To this end, training was regarded as con- 
sisting of five main phases : 
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Phase 1 was a Series of eleven lectures given 
by heads of the appropriate government and 
municipal departments outlining the broad 
scheme. The audience consisted of teachers, 
W.V.S., information staffs, etc. 

Phase 2 was the systematic training of the 
branch information centre leaders by the 
officer in charge of the permanent information 
bureau. Here, the group for instrucfion was 
a small one, consisting of eight people selected 
for their intelligence and adaptability ; the 
training was detailed and injensive, admitting 
of considerable discussion. 

Phase 3 arrived when the branch information 
centre leaders began to train their respective 
staffs. By this arrangement, the centre leaders 
made their own knowledge secure and realised 
its imperfections; they became acquainted 
with their staffs; and they established their 
positions as leaders. Parallel with Phase 2 was 
a series of lectures to rest centre information 
officers. Duplicated instructions and revised 
decisions have been and continue to be issued 
to all the above, except those in Phase 1. 

Phase 4 is at present in operation, in the form 
of test mobilisations. 


‘* Where to Go”’ Guide 

The fifth phase concerns the ‘‘ Where to go °’ 
guide. This is a handy alphabetical guide with 
appropriate references. Its object is two-fold : 
it will act as an aid to digestion for those who 
have been trained but have had no opportunity 
as yet in field:-work. Distributed as it has been 
to wardens, police, bank managers, clergymen, 
works welfare officers, senior government 
officials, and all others who, as a result of their 
Official positions, are likely to be asked for help, 
it will create, as it were, a large number of 
miniature information centres. 

The booklet is stoutly bound to withstand 
considerable handling. Addresses are given 
on a single. sheet at the end so that, if there are 
any. alterations, a revised sheet can be issued 
without affecting the guide as a whole. Pro- 
vision has been made for all the addresses given 
in the guide to be visited on the morning 
following a heavy raid to ensure that any 
necessary revision may be done quickly and 
comprehensively® Envelopes, ready addressed, 
wait to take any revisions to all those who have 


* received copies. 


Too much stress cannot be laid on training. 
Wrong information is. worse than no infor- 
mation. There have been too many paper 
schemes which have ignored this primary re- 
quirement. How many people, reasonably 
well informed, can distinguish between the 
assistance board and public assistance ? How 
many see clearly the distinction between Parts I 
and II of the War Damage Act? When the 
Ministry of Pensions makes a misleading state- 
ment on burial allowances, is it surprising that 
few people understand that this department 
has nothing to do with old age pensions ? 
How many people distinguish clearly between 
evacuation and billeting? (the very words 
themselves are strange and do not even suggest 
their official meaning). Yet, after heavy raids 
the information services have to be staffed in 
the main by those whose day-to-day work is 
but remotely related to their temporary occu- 
pation; to them, the administration of 
central government, far from being a coherent 
plan, is something of a surrealist nightmare. 
A frank realisation of this will save difficulties 
later on. Unity of control. flexibility, staff 
training—these are the three primary require- 
ments in the organisation of information 
services. 


Pre-educating the Public 


A further problem for those who have to 
organise an information service is the pre- 
education of the public. The problem is one 
which is more easily stated than solved. Many 
people read, few read intelligently, and fewer 
still retain what they read. In any case, it is 
natural for people to assume that whatever 
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WALSALL LEADS THE 
MUTUAL BILLETING 


WAY IN 


The value of the mutual billeting scheme, under which householders arrange 
before a raid to go to the home of a friend in the neighbourhood should they be 
bombed out has -been fully demonstrated: it means greater relief and comfort 
for the bomb victims, reduces the strain on rest centres, and helps to preserve the 
entity of a town in the difficult after-raid period. The Minister of Health has 


repeatediy urged local authorities to encourage such schemes, and has 


twice 


mentioned the good work done in Sheffield and Walsall. This article describes 
Walsall’s pioneer achievement. 


HE encouragement of mutual 
arrangements was urged on local 
authorities in a circular issued by the regional 


| 


offices of the Ministry of Health in May, and | 


the Walsall emergency commuttee tackled the | 
Wardens and | 


matter in earnest in June. 


i 


members of street fire parties delivered the | 


forms and explanatory notes to each house in 
the borough. 
proposal at the time of delivery. They visited 
each house again later to collect the forms 
which had been completed, and to exercise 
further persuasion where the desired arrange- 
ments had not been made. Where it was 
clear that, despite the failure to complete 


made. 

All householders were urged to make their 
arrangements with some relative or friend 
living at least half a mile away. This is 
fundamental, since arrangements made with a 
householder in the immediate vicinity are likely 
to be of little value, owing to the probability 
of both parties being rendered homeless on the 
kame night. 


The wardens- explained the | 


billeting | deposit with the person agreeing to accommo- 


date them a bag or suitcase containing sufficient 


— 


clothing to meet immediate needs should their | 


personal effects be destroyed. 
middle of September, about seventy per cent of 
the forms had been collected, showing that 
householders generally have responded well to 


| the appeal. 
A vacant corner shop in the centre of the | 
town has been taken as headquarters for the 


Householders were also urged to | 


| services, 
the form, the householder would do so if | 
given a little more time, a third visit was | 


organisation of the scheme, which it is hoped 
to extend to every house in the borough. Here, 
a staff of voluntary workers from the wardens’ 
Service, the W.V.S., and other civil defence 
are now preparing a register of 
returns received. This register is on a street 
basis, the street dossiers 
according to sectors. 


wardens, who will be able to. ascertain 
immediately the mutual aid arrangements 
made by the residents in their area. The 
preparation of the register serves also to draw 
immediate attention to the cases where no 
arrangements hav® been made, and facilitates 
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happens to their city will not affect them; no 
one likes to dwell on the possibility of extinction 
or disablement, or even the loss of cherished 
possessions. It is likely, therefore, that printed 
material issued to the population in advance, 
unless of the simplest kind, will be ignored. 
Clearly, the information service should be de- 
signed mainly to operate after a raid, and it 
should largely envisage the need for dealing 
with verval requests for information. It is not 
suggested, of course, that pre-education should 
not be undertaken, but its limitations should 
be realised. Posters have been used, and the 
one designed by the Ministry of Information 
entitled ‘‘ Help After the Raid ”’ is tastefully 
produced and appealing. Films may be a 
partial solution, but the cost makes this a 
national rather than a local matter. 

It was felt, however, that if the wardens’ 
service and the local fire fighting parties, 
together with the housewives’ service, could 
be persuaded to discuss information matters, 
then the beginning of pre-education would have 
been achieved because they, in turn, would 
discuss with those who were taking no active 
part in civil defence. For this reason, a 
pamphlet entitled ‘* After the Raid *’ has been 
prepared, which sets out in simple language the 
various services and what they provide. It has 
been sent to all civil defence workers with the 
request that they should consider and discuss it, 
make a note of the points on which they were not 
clear, and then invite a member of the per- 
manent information bureau to attend one of 
their meetings so that difficulties could be over- 
come. The result so far shows a growing 
interest in the subject, but it requires a mission- 
ary ardour on the part of the permanent 
officer at the information bureau to continue, 
night after night, attending these meetings. 
Copies of the ‘* After the Raid ’’ pamphlet are 
also available at all public offices, and there 
are copies for distribution at rest centres. 


' the city. 
| Officers at 


Looking Ahead 


It is characteristic of the present war that no 
sooner does planning overtake surprise, than 
new circumstances arise which demand new 
Organisation. Hence, some attempt must be 
made to look forward. The development of 


Up to the) 
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the cushion belt will mean that information 


must be taken to the people who go outside 
In these circumstances, information 
rest centres are indispensable. 
Mobile vans, or, alternatively, marquees which 
can be erected on any convenient site, are 
desirable. A greater freedom of initiative for 
the larger and more competent local authorities 


is also required. There should be a body of. 


observers to attend and report on experience | 


gained in major raids, to ensure that other 


areas will not be left in ignorance of the latest | 


Some attempt might Emergency Cooking Demonstrations 


form of enemy activity. 


be made to conduct an information service at | 
the larger firms in the town so that the men — 
engaged on war production might have their | 


questions answered during working hours and 


one of the information centres. 

In local government and other walks of life, 
it is common to find that men in power guard 
their power jealously and strive to increase it. 
If such a spirit exists and is allowed to persist, 
then a sensible, well-organised, and effective 
information service is unlikely to be realised. 
The organisation in Sheffield could not have 
been done without the gracious spirit displayed 
each to the other by the chairman of the 
emergency committee, the public welfare officer, 
and the city librarian. It could not have been 
done without the goodwill of most other de- 
partments, national and local. The story here 
is a happy one, and the spirit it shows a sure 


guarantee that even if the best laid schemes 0’. 


mice and men gang-aft a-gley, there is a de- 
termination behind this scheme that, come what 
will, information and help shall be given to the 
citizen, 


(eae 


“That's a record—we've held his breath 
for ten minutes !”’ 


: _ the preparation of lists of premises requiring a 
being grouped | further visit. 


The complete register | 
will be passed to the billeting officer, and) py wW.vV:S. 
appropriaté sections lodged with the sector | 


The visiting in each locality is carried out 
housewives. and by wardens. 
Should it be necessary to operate the scheme, 
it is intended to provide transport for the aged 
and infirm from the wardens’ car pool. 

In addition, the headquarters shop is used 
for further publicity for the scheme, and is 
serving a most useful purpose in stimulating 
public interest and affording a point of contact 
with householders. There is reason to believe 
that some members of the public prefer the 
atmosphere of a bureau such as this to the 
necessarily more formal atmosphere of the 
town hall, and arrangements have therefore 
been made for the Citizens’ Advice Bureau to 
be represented, since not all the inquiries 
received relate to mutual accommodation ~ 
arrangements. Full advantage has been taken 
of the publicity value of the shop windows 
for displays giving instruction on fire-bomb 
fighting and the care of stirrup pumps, 
respirators, and other equipment. The interest 
shown in these displays make it clear that the 
public mind is very alert to civil defence 
matters generally. 

The voluntary workers who staff the bureau 
were recently honoured by a visit from the 
Minister of Home Security and the Regional 
Commissioner during the Munister’s tour of 
the Midland area. 


A further development which is making 
rapid headway in Walsall is in public demon- 
strations of emergency cooking. The first was 


given in the Arboretum early in September, 
so avoid having to take time off to attend at > 


when members of the emergency cookery 
training centre, No. 12 Pioneer Corps, erected 
and cooked on improvised ovens. Various 
types, considered most suitable for use in an 
emergency—biscuit tin oven, hole in the 
ground, drum oven, kettle trench, and impro- 
vised hay boxes—were demonstrated, and here 
again public interest was keen. 

After the public demonstration, arrange- 
ments were made for further courses of 
instruction in the erection and use of these 
field kitchens to be given to wardens from every 
part ofthe borough. Should heavy raiding 
occur, and gas and electricity services not be 
available for some time afterwards, the wardens 
will be able to add to their already great 
achievements in playing the part of the ** good 
neighbour.’’ To supplement their work, 
members of the W.V.S. and the Civic Guild of 
Help are also receiving instruction in the use 
of the field kitchens. 


22 BLITZ EDUCATION IN BRIGHTON 


70 cardinal points made by Tom Harrisson were the need for pre-education of 
the public before a blitz, and the importance of having information services on the 
spot after a blitz. Brighton has been a pioneer in both aspects of this work. and | 


In one window, steel helmets suspended by 
carpet thread, and cut-out lettering against a 
white background formed by borrowed sheets, 
stressed the fact that, after the raid, the public 
should take their problems to the wearers of 
' the helmets. In another, a drawing of a 
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BRIGHTON 'S A.R.P.. controller and 

liaison officer decided to take advantage 
of the lull in air attack to educate the public 
in the services available to them after raids, 
and, 


his | 


in particular, to stress the arrangements | 


for setting up a temporary inquiry Office close | 


to every bomb-damaged area. 
in the past have shown 


Many instances | 
the need for this | 


publicitv work, from the point of view both of | 


the public and of the authorities. For example, 
in one raid much time was spent by rescue 


workers digging for a woman who was sup-_ 


posed to be under some wreckage. 


It was | 


later found that she was not at home when the | 


raid occurred, and 
happened, had gone to stay with friends. 
Pre-education would have brought. home to 
her that help was available and that she ought 
to notify the authorities of her escape and her 
new address. 

In Brighton, these temporary offices are 
termed liaison and inquiry offices, serving the 
double purpose of assisting the public and 
providing a contact point for all workers on 
the spot. They have been described as 
‘Town Halls in Miniature,’* but they are 


discovering what 


had | 


more than that, for they bring in services which | 


are normally unconnected with the town hall, 
such as the assistance board. A permanent 
office is established in the same building as the 
Citizens Advice Bureau. It was decided to 
equip vacant premises in central parts of the 
town, 
publicise the service. Empty shops were used, 
with informative and striking window displays, 


} 


the interior of the shops being equipped as, 


Crowds of 
many inquiries 


typical liaison and inquiry offices. 
people have been attracted, 
have been made, and there must be hundreds 
who are now familiar with the yellow and 
black sign which is always used, and the special 
helmet worn by the staff. 

Although this publicity work is so important 
that it would merit a large expense, it has so far 
cost practically nothing. Shop premises have 
been loaned by public-spirited traders, and free 
publicity on the cinema screen has been given. 
The window displays were designed and carried | 


' ance. Unit to provide an office equipped with 


| by Moss (Hadden Best & Co.). 


Mortimer here describes its preparations for the future. 


out by liaison staff. These, incidentally, are 
mostly local government officers, representing 
their normal departments, aided by volunteers 


BOOKS WANTED! 


All new copies having been “blitzed ’”’ 
the NALGO Correspondence Institute 
wishes to buy second-hand copies of THE 
RELIEVING OFFICERS’ HANDBOOK, 
A price 
of 8s. 6d. will be paid for copies in good 
condition, and postage will be refunded. 
Send offers only in the first place to: 
NALGO Correspondence Institute, 
Croyde, Braunton, Devon. 


me 


opening them for a few days only to | 


who are largely recruited from the municipal 
service, and who, in consequence, do much 
of the work in their spare time. 


FIRST WOBILE 


ne 


| bombed-out mother was surmounted by a 
large query : ‘* Where can I find out about 
? and surrounded by cards showing 


ee 


24 different problems, all of which could be 


es 


answered at the temporary offices. 
Other window displays ha¥Ve been put on, 


with the aid of borrowed curtain material, 
drawings, and a_ tremendous amount of 
ingenuity. In addition, printed posters setting 


/ out, the services are used. These are of a 
_handy size and can be used either as a small 


poster or a large leaflet. 
In our publicity work we have concentrated 


on familiarising the public with the helmet and 


| over 
| purposes. 
_that, after the mentally exhausting experience 


the large yellow and black sign which ts hung 
premises temporarily. used for our 
We are trying to stress the fact 


of an air raid, this sign means that sympathy 
-and help are at hand. The enthusiasm dis 
| played by the staff in the work is due, I am sure, 


to therr consciousness of its value in mitigating 


‘ the effect of bombing. 


ADVICE 


BUREAU 


The authors of the Sheffield’ article stress the need for mobile vans to take 


information to bomb  yictims who have left the city. 


Social Service has recognised this need and, with the aid of the F.A.U., 
equipped the first mobile advice bureau—the first, it is hoped, of manv. 


the National Council by the British 
War Relief Society, and was handed over by 
Mr. Gilbert Carr, on behalf of Mr. B. Cruger, 


of the British War: Relief Society, on 
September 8. 
It is a former motor horse-box, ingeniously 


converted by members of the Friends Ambul- 


chairs and tables for service as a bureau during 
the day, and bunks and a kitchenette to house 
the emergency squad of four, who are to man 
the bureau, at night. This squad is being 
provided by members of the F.A.U., who 
have been undergoing a special training course 
in C.A.B. work. In addition, the van is 


| accompanied by a private car. 


Boys play their part | in + anele' S civil defence—like these parse ge young dro-fdeers in a ei 
Moscow display. 


E mobile bureau has been presented to | 


The National Council of 
has 


The operation of this bureau supplements 


the National Council’s other machinery for 
_ ensuring that all heavily raided areas have the 
| most efficient C.A.B. service available as soon 


as 
_ authorities are now incorporating in their plans 


possible after the raid. Most local 
for information or administrative centres, 
provision for the C.A.B. to work as part of the 
official post-blitz arrangements. The National 
Council of Social Service, through its regional 
officers, is able to bring into effect mutual 
assistance schemes by which additional workers 
can be secured from other bureaux for the 
district where assistance is most needed. The 
mobile bureau will now extend this scheme 
by providing in the outlying villages a service of 
advice and information to those who have 
arrived there distressed and bewildered, having 
left behind them a multitude of unsolved 
problems which are a considerable source ot 
anxiety. 

On receipt of information that a serious 
attack has occurred and that the services of 
the mobile unit are required, an advance party 
will set out ahead in the car to make contact 
with the lacal bureau workers and _ local 
authorities, and obtain all the necessary 
local information, such as the addresses of the 
various departments of the statutory authorities 
and particularly any special regulations in 
force or other relevant information. The car 
will be followed by the van which will, in 
addition to its Own crew, pick up bureau 
workers familiar with the district in which the 
bureau is to operate, and also with the 
town from which the evacuees have come. 
The van will then move about'in the district 


outside the target area, according to the 
need. 


This mobile service should help not only 
people who have come out of the target area 
but also the residents of the reception area 
whose own problems are complicated by. the 
sudden influx of a large new population into 
their midst. Thus it is hoped that many who 
have already suffered much will be spared a 
great deal of unhappiness through the prompt 
provision of accurate information and wise 
and sympathetic advice. 


AN.BE.C. HOPE 


Reconstruction | 
Committee Set up | 


H 
T the possibility of holding a NALGO 
Conference next year, if necessary in a modified 
form, and, if practicable, an election for the 
council and officers. 

This was one of many important decisions 
reached at a meeting of the National Executive 
Council held at the Caxton Hall, Westminster, 
on September 13. Other items in a full and 
varied agenda included the constitution and 
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Chairman of the N.E.C. since 1938, who has 
now been elected junior vice-president of 
NALGO. Mr. Garrard, who is secretary 
for education at East Ham, has had an out- 
standing career in N AL GO, which he joined 
in 1905. He was elected to the branch 
executive in 1919, and has served as branch 
secretary, branch chairman, headquarters 
correspondent, chairman of the staff side, and 
vice-chairman of the local joint committee. 
He is also chairman of the Metropolitan 
district committee, having sat on the executive 
since 1924, and is in his thirteenth year 
of service on the N.E.C., where he has 
played a leading part in the national campaign 
on salaries and the extension of Whitleyism. 
An enthusiast for social service, Mr. Garrard 
has represented the Association on the 
National Council of Social Service, the !ocal 
Government Advisory Council, and the Poor 
Law Examinations Board. During the last 
war he served with the H.A.C. in Egypt and 
Palestine. 


> 


terms of reference of the NA LG O Reconstruc- 
tion Committee, the recruitment of temporary 
officers, improvement of the position of nurses 
in the local government service, the extension 
of Whitleyism, and action to rectify the 
difficult position created by the judgment of 
the Court of Appeal in the Bolton case. 
Decisions of the Council on these and other 
points were as follows :— 


Conference and Elections.—The council was 
unanimous in its desire to hold a conference, 
or the nearest approach to one that circum- 
stances might permit. It was agreed that, 
while the decision against holding a conference 
this year was a correct one in the conditions 
then expected, the need for direct contact 
between the branches and the National Exe- 
cutive Council was becoming urgent. The 
holding of a ballot election for the council 


presented greater difficulties with so large a' 


E National Executive Council is to examine | 


the 


— 


| other 
'report suggested that the NALGO com-/|§ 


| 
| 
| 


proportion of the membership in the Forces : 
but again, the council felt that an election 
should be held if at all possible. The whole 


! 


question was, therefore, referred to the emer- | 


gency executive, which was instructed to prepare | 


plans for a conference and to consider the | 


machinery for an election. 


The emergency | 


executive was also instructed to consider, in | 


in 
closer 


light of recent discussions 
GOVERNMENT SERVICE, how 


between branches, district committees, and the | 


National Executive Council! might be secured. 

Reconstruction Committee.—The report of 
the sub-committee appointed to make recom- 
mendations on the constitution and terms of 


LOCAL | 
liaison | 


} 


! 


reference of the proposed N ALGO Recon- | 
struction Committee was adopted with minor | 


' amendments. 


Taking the view that any attempt by 


N A LG Oto survey the whole field of recon- | 
struction as it affected local government would | 


involve undesirable overlapping with the many 
bodies considering the question, the 


mittee should approach the problem as an 
administrative one to which it would advance 


the solutions suggested by local government | 


officers as practical administrators. 


the danger that the recommendations of any 
NALGO éommittee might be regarded as 


To avoid | 


influenced by occupational interests, the 
' report heid it to be essential that : | 
The committee shou!d consist of out- 


ann 


standing personalities in the local govern- 


ment service, selected solely on the ground | 


of their personal qualifications and experi- 


ence and without regard to their positions | 


in NAL G4) 


Bolton Case 
Aftermath | 


It should be independent of the National | 
Executive Council, which should have no | 


power to amgnd or select from its recom- | 


mendations ; and 


Its conclusions should be based on a wide | 


view of the problem, disregarding all depart- 
me 
whic 


I, sectional, or local authority interests | 
might run counter to the reform of | 


local administration on the most efficient | 


and practical basis. 


A list of fifteen names of officers who might | 


be 
approved by the council. 


invited to serve on the committee was | 
In view, however, | 


of the fact that these officers have not yet. 
formally signified their willingness to sit, the | 


jist cannot be published immediately ; it will 


be published as soon as the committee is | 


properly constituted. They had been chosen, 
the report explained, as officers of outstanding | 


authority within the service and capable of 
taking a wide view of its needs as a whole. 
While they had not been selected as repre- 
sentatives of particular departments, types of 
authority, or geographical areas, the sub- 
committee had kept in mind the need to have 
upon the Reconstruction Committee officers 
experienced in the various branches of local 
government, and every type of local authority 
and most branches of municipal activity were 
in fact covered by the names submitted. 


The following terms of reference were 
approved : 


To examine the present functions, struc- 
ture, finance, and machinery of local 
government in the United Kingdom and to 
propose alterations or improvements calcu- 
lated to promote its greater efficiency and 
effectiveness in operation, such inquiry and 
recommendations to ¢nclude: 


(i) Administrative areas : 


(ii) The departmental distribution of 
functions ; 


OF CONFERENCE NEXT YEAR 


A Square Deal 
for Nurses 


| Reeruitment of 
Temporaries 


(ii) The working of the different types of 
local authority and the operation of 
the committee system ; 

(iv) The relations between local govern- 
ment and central government and 
between local government and the 
community ; 

(v) Public utility services : 

(vi) Personnel. 


RETIRED 
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Mr. T. FREEMAN 


who has left the N.E.C. on his retirement 
on superannuation. Mr. Freeman has repre- 
sented the North-Western and North Wales 
district committee on the council since 1927, 
at the last election securing 15,000 votes— 
87 per cent of those cast and a record in 
NALG-O history. Recognised as a keen 
and constructive critic and as possessor of 
one of the ablest financial brains within the 
Association, he has been chairman of the 
finance committees of both the district 
committee and the N.E.C. and a trustee of 
the Association. In his own area he has 
played a leading part in securing better 
service conditions and, apart from a short 
period, has been a member of the Manchester 
local joint committee for 21 years. 

Mr. Freeman has spent more than 40 years 
in municipal service, since 1909 with Man- 
chester corporation, where he became chief 
accountant in the city treasurer's department. 
He has. been an associate member of the 
Institute of Municipal Treasurers and Account- 
ants since 1911 and has for long taken an active 
interest in the North-Western Students’ 
Society of that body, serving for periods as 
hon. secretary and president. 


s 


These terms of reference, the report em- 
phasised, were deliberately made wide and 
general and should not be regarded as exclusive. 
The committee should be left free to formulate 
its own programme of inquiry and to direct 
its attention along whatever avenues it thought 
appropriate. 

Finally, the N.E.C. agreed to empower the 


'committee to regulate its own procedure, to 


take the views, written or oral, of persons 
within or outside the service whose opinions 
it considered to be of value, and to incur 
expenses. It will be required to submit its 
reports and recommendations to the council, 
which will be free to decide what action is 
to be taken upon them, but not to amend 
them. 


234 


Temporary Officers.—Much discussion arose 
ona recommendation of the service conditions 
and organisation sub-committee that district 


be asked to make a ‘‘drive’’ to enrol into | that service conditions and other questions 


membership all tempcrary officers employed | 


by local authorities. Several members pointed 


} 
j 
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out that their branches had decided not to | 
enrol temporary officers, on the ground that | 


to admit ‘to membership persons who were 


unlikely to remain long in the local government | 


service would weaken the Association. 
admission of temporary officers, it was argued, 
would create a conflict after the war, when 


The | 
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they would expect the Association to help | 
them to retain their positions in competition | 
with members demobilised from the Forces ; | 


it. would reverse all the progress made by 


N ALG O in securing for the service higher | 
standards of education and qualifications and | 


in abolishing nepotism and _ patronage ; 
would prejudice promotion and efficiency ; 
and it would create difficulties for the ancil- 
laries. 
other hand, emphasised the dangers of exclud- 
ing from N A LG O large numbers of officers, 
some cf whom would remain in the service 
after the war, and who, if deprived of the 
Association’s protection, might be forced to 
accept salaries and conditions which would 
have a depressing effect upon the service as a 
whole. The fear of a conflict of interest after 
the war between ‘‘temporaries’’ and officers 
returning from the Forces could be avoided 
were it made clear to the ‘‘temporaries’’ 
admitted to membership that the Association ’s 
first duty was to its members on war service. 

The council accepted this latter view, and 
approved the recommendation for a drive to 
enrol temporary officers, provided they were 
admitted on the clear understanding that the 
Association would take no action on their 
behalf which would conflict with the interests 
of its existing members, including those now 
in the Forces. 

Nurses’ Salaries.—It was reported that a 
NALGO deputation to the Ministry of 
Health on August 8 was informed that the 
Minister had decided, owing to the dislocation 
of the hospital services, to form a single joint 
committee to deal with the salaries of nursing 
staffs. There would be two panels, each of 
twenty members. The employers’ panel would 
consist of representatives of the local authori- 
ties’ associations, the L.C.C., and the Volun- 
tary Hospitals Association, and the staffs panel 
of representatives of nursing staffs, in propor- 
tion to membership. There would be an 
independent chairman, and the influence of the 
Government would be behind the committee’s 
recommendations. 


The N ALG O deputation objected strongly 
to this proposal, pointing out that there was 
already in existence the Local Authorities’ 
Nursing Services Joint Committee which had 
been dealing for some time with nurses’ 
salaries and conditions and the machinery of 
which could be simply extended to cover all 
nurses, including those employed in_ the 
voluntary hospitals, and urging that nothing 
should be done which would jeopardise existing 
Whitley machinery. The Ministry, however, 
refused to agree to this contention, Holding 
that the present Whitley machinery was not 
truly representative “of local authorities, since 
the associations of local authorities did not 
recognise it. Nevertheless, the Minister would 
give an assurance that he would do nothing to 
interfere with the development of the Whitley 
Council system, and intended personally to 
explain his views to representatives of the 
Nursing Services joint committee of the 
National Whitley Council and to define what 
he regarded its functions to be. 

Despite further representations by 
NALGO, the Minister had refused to vary 
his decision, and the Association had now to 
decide whether or not it would agree to sit 


it | 


Supporters of the proposal, on the | 
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upon the Minister’s new committee. Although 
several members of the council wished to stand 
aloof, and none welcomed the Minister’s 


| proposals, it was eventually decided to agree to 


' representation, on the understanding that the 
committee secretaries and the organising staff | 


committee would deal with salaries only and 


would be left in the hands of the Nursing 
Services Joint Committee. 


It was further reported that N A LG O had 


made strong representations to the Miunister | 


| 
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on the effect of Circular 2340, in which he had | 


merely exhorted local authorities to review 
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nurses’ salaries in the light of the new rates | 


RESIGNED 


Mr. G. A. STONE, controller of the local 
taxation department, ‘Worcester county 
council, has resigned from the N.E.C. on 
taking over, for the duration of the war, 
full-time duties as captain and adjutant of 
the Worcester City Battalion of the Home 
Guard. 

Mr. Stone, who has represented the West 
Midlands district on the council since 1933, 
is also president of the Worcester county 
council branch, chairman of the West Mid- 
lands Benevolent and Orphan Fund _ sub- 
committee, and a member of the West 
Midlands provincial Whitley council. A 
ready and able speaker, with a great» enthu- 
siasm for NALGO, and a man in whom 
the art of friendship is highly developed, 
Mr. Stone has made himself popular with all 
NALGO members he has met, and his 
temporary absence will be a serious loss, 
nationally and locally. 


of the Civil Nursing Reserve, and had sug- 
gested lower salaries for permanent assistant 
nurses and trained nurses in municipal employ 
on the ground that they were superannuated. 
It was pointed out that: 


(1) While some authorities had improved 


salaries in response to the Minister’s appeal, | 
This, combined | 


others would not do so. 

with the competition of the Minister of 

Labour, who was offering high salaries for 

industrial nurses, was creating a chaotic 

position. NALGO believed that nurses 
should have national conditions at least 
equal to those of teachers ; 

(2) NALGO protested strongly against the 
view that superannuation was equivalent to 
‘* deferred pay ’’ and should be taken into 
account in comparing salaries. 

The Bolton Judgment.—The council devoted 
much time to consideration of the effect of the 
judgment of the Ceurt of Appeal in the Bolton 
case, which was also the subject of two district 
committee resolutions—one from North 
Western and North Wales urging an appeal to 
the House of Lords, and the other from South 
Western calling for strong representations for 
the amendment of the National Arbitration 
and Conditions of Employment Order. 

That order, it was explained, was designed 
to be a charter for industry, enabling employees 
to get any difference with their employers 
settled through joint negotiating machinery, 
and where that failed, through a decision of the 
National Arbitration Tribunal. NALGO 
was told, before it was published, that it was 
to apply to local government as it applied to 
industry. But the judgment in the Bolton case, 
and defects m the Order itself, had left very 
little for the local government service. 

The judgment of the Court of Appeal 
was unanimous upon two points: 

(a) the Order cannot be applied to compel a 
local authority to do anything which 
Parliament has left within its discretion ; 

(b) the decision of @ local authority to make 
up the war service pay of an employee under 
the Local Government Staffs (War Service) 
Act falls to be made only when the employee 
joins the Forces, and general resolutions to 
make up pay, such as have been adopted by 


: 
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approximately 1189 
therefore, ultra vires. 
In addition, one or other of the three 
judges had made certain obiter dicta 

Suggesting that: 

(a) A difference between a trade union.and a 
local authority is not a trade dispute, and, 
therefore, cannot be referred to the National 
Arbitration Tribunal : 

(5) The order was intended to apply only where 
a strike was in fact apprehended ; and 

(c) There was doubt as to whether many 
N ALGO members were workmen within 
the meaning of the order, and whether, 
therefore, it could be applied to them ; 
NALGO had already sent a deputation 

to the Minister of Health to ask for legislation 

to make valid all general resolutions to make 
up pay, and had received considerable satis- 

faction on that point. It was agreed to send a 

deputation to the Minister of Labour to point 


local authorities are, 


out that the Order had failed in its purpose 


so far as the local government service was 
concerned and to call for its amendment, and 
the emergency committee was empowered to 
take the case to the House of Lords if necessary. 

Essential Work Order.—This also had been 
the subject of a deputation to the Ministry of 
Health. The deputation pointed out that 
local government officers in undertakings 


| scheduled under the Order would be subjected 
' to all its disadvantages, in that they would be 
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** tied down ’’ in their jobs, but, since there 
were no ** recognised conditions *’ in the local 
government service, would be denied its safe- 
guards guaranteeing minimum standards and 
conditions of service based on _ collective 
agreements. This was a further argument for 


| the speedy adoption of compulsory Whitleyism, 


and the point is to be raised with the Minister 
of Labour. In the meantime, wherever the 
order is applied to officers whose conditions of 
service are below the standard adopted by the 
appropriate provincial Whitley Council, pro- 
tests are to be made to the local officers of the 
Ministry of Labour. 

Financing of Holiday Centres.—In July, the 
Leeds branch published and circulated to the 
N.E.C. and to district committees a memor- 
andum on the financing of the NALGO 
holiday centres and the treatment of the 
reserve fund. In this, the branch alleged 
that whereas in 1925 the Association possessed 
a reserve fund of £45,205, safely invested and 
readily available, in 1939 the bulk of its reserve 
fund of £84,555 was ‘* immobilised in specu- 
lative ventures ’’ i.e. the holiday centres and 
Cefn-y-Mynach private hotel—leaving only 
£10,472, as a reserve immediately available 
in case of need. In addition to condemning 
the investment of the Association’s reserves 
in ventures of this kind, the memorandum 
pointed out that no depreciation had been 
charged in the account of Cefn-y-Mynach 
since its acquisition, and expressed doubt of 
the accuracy of the balance sheet valuation 
of this and of the two holiday centres, upon 
which there was m 1939 an accumulated deficit 
of £5,508. 

This memorandum was fully considered 
at a special meeting of the Special Activities 
Committee on September 12, at which it 
was pointed out that: 


(a) Freehold land is one of the safest securities 
available for investment to-day. 

(b) The Leeds memorandum ignored the fact 
that, to the end of 1939, the holiday centres 
had repaid £27,404 of the capital borrowed 
and in addition had paid £14,093 in interest 
—representing an average rate of 4} per cent 
—to NALGO. 

(c) The Association could immediately raise 
a sum of £30,335 by the transfer from 
the Provident Society of the purchase price 
of its properties in Abingdon Street, and 

(d) The ‘* deficiency ’’ shown in the balance 

sheet was a paper deficiency only and 

could be converted into a surplus by a very 
slight increase in the charges to visitors 
to the holiday centres. 


The council accepted the report of the 
Special activities committee as a basis for a 
reply to the Leeds branch, and resolved that 
the charge of reckless spending made in the 
Leeds memorandum be strongly refuted. 

Affiliation to the T.U.C.—A number of 
resolutions from branches and district com- 
mittees, some supporting and others criticising 
the action of the N.E.C. on this question were 
reported. It was decided to refer them 
all. to the emergency executive with the sug- 
gestion that it should send a _ considered 
reply to each critical resolution. 

Building Society.—In a report on the work 
of the Nalgo Building Society, it was revealed 
that, as a result of the restriction on new 
business combined with satisfactory repay- 
ments, an overdraft of nearly £366,000 in 
November, 1939, had been converted into a 
credit balance of nearly £23,000 in August, 
1941. In view of this satisfactory position, 
the committee of management had decided in 
June to reopen new mortgage business. It 
was now prepared in approved cases to make 
advances to enable members to. buy houses 
for their personal occupation. The advances, 


repayable over 20 years might be up to 7> 


per cent of the present value, or of the value 
in March, 1939, or of the purchase price, which- 
ever was the lower. The rate of interest would be 
5 per cent. In view of the heavy increases in taxa- 
tion and of the society’s contribution under the 
War Damage Act—which had already in- 
creased its costs to £45,000 a year above what 
they would have been but for the war— 
it would be necessary, from January | next, 
to reduce the rate of interest on shares from 3 
to 24 per cent and on deposits from 23 per cent 
to 2 per cent. This, however, would. be free 
of income-tax, which represented a good yield 
to-day. This reduction in interest rates should 
produce a surplus of approximately £20,000 
next year, to meet further possible increases in 
taxation. Having in mind the many difficulties 
brought by the war, the committee regarded the 
position as thoroughly satisfactory—an opinion 
with which the council heartily agreed. 

New Vice-President.—Mr. A. A. Garrard, 
chairman of the council, was unanimously 
elected junior vice-president of NALGO 
in the place of Mr. A. G. M. Archibald, 
who has resigned as a result of ill-health. 
High tribute was paid to Mr. Garrard’s long 
and splendid record of service to the Asso- 
ciation. 


Resignations.—Mr. T. Freeman announced 


his resignation as Trustee and member of | 


the N.E.C. on his retirement from the local 
government service, and Mr. G. A. Stone 
announced that he. had recently been gazetted 
to a regular commission as captain and adju- 
tant in the Home Guard, which would involve 
his resignation from the council for the 
duration of the war. Warm tributes were 
paid to the work of both these members, 
and it was agreed to invite the North Western 
and North Wales and the Midlands and South 
Wales District Committees to appoint new 
members to take their places. 

New Trustees.—Messrs. A. Pinches, A. G. 
Bolton and G. Llewellyn, were elected trustees 
of the Association in the place of Messrs. 
4 : iF Baker, T. Freeman, and A. G. M. Archi- 

ald. 


Death of Mrs. G. Franks.—The council 


‘stood for a moment in silence as a tribute 


of respect to the late Mrs. Gertrude Franks, 
the first, and for many years its only woman 
member, who died on July 13. 

Mr. A. A, Garrard, chairman of the council, presided, 


and those present at an exceptionally well-attended 
meeting included : Adams, H. Allen, 


essrs. 

H. J. Altodn, J. T. Baker, W. A. N.. Baker, 
YY R. Beevers, L. Bevan, A. G. Bolton, S. H. Brodie, 
: Brown, J. Chaston, A. Clark, R. W. Coppock, F. E. Cox 


E. R. Davies, Miss E. Dawson, Messrs. A. B. Day, W. O. 
Dodd, J. Y. Fawtett, T. Freeman, A. A. Garrard, D. L. 
Griffiths, F. H. Harrod, P. H. Harrold, R. E. Heron, J. L. 
Holland, H. A. Jury, W. H. Legh-Smith, G. Llewelyn, 
§. Lord, E. H. Mason, C. J. Newman, T. Nolan, A. Denton 
Ogden, A. Pinches, E. L. Riley, C. A. W. Roberts, H. 
Russell, R. T. Shears, £. J. Stead, G. A. Stone, H. Taylor, 
L. H. Taylor, J. H. Tyrrell, J. W. Vince, J. H. Warren, 
R. Williams, E. A. S. Young. 


HE National 
was 


Executive Council meeting 
preceded by a_ meeting of the 


NALGO Consultative Committee (hitherto | 


known as the Standing Joint Committee)—a 
body consisting of representatives of 32 
sectional and profeggional societies and of the 
N.E.C., formed to consider problems of com- 
mon interest and to maintain contact between 
professional groups and the main association. 
The meeting was the first to be held since 
the outbreak of war, and the agenda in con- 
sequence was a heavy one. Topics discussed 
included : 

National Arbitration Order.—Mr. P. H. 
HARROLD, NALGO honorary solicitor for 


England, éxplained the present position in| 


relation to the Order and the National Arbitra- 
tion Tribunal as it had been affected by the 
judgment in the Bolton case, and gave an 
assurance that NALGO was doing evgry- 
thing possible to secure that the benefits of the 
Order were made applicable to local govern- 
ment. 
Commenting on the view of Mr. Justice 
Bennett that a trade union could not, in its 
own name, take a dispute before the tribunal, 
Mr. W. H. Draper, Sanitary Inspectors’ Asso- 


_ciation, asked whether NA LGO could not 


arrange for counsel to represent an individual. 
Mr. Harrold explained that this could be done, 
and would be done if necessary. A difficulty, 
however, was that individual officers did not 
like to enter into public dispute with their 
authorities, fearing personal repercussions. 

Essential Work Order.—After Mr. Harrold 
had outlined the object and operation of this 
Order, Mr. J. Moss, Local Government Clerks, 
expressed the hope that N A L G O would not 
resist its application to certain branches of 
local government. ° The position today was 
that some departments would be unable ‘to 
carry on unless the Order were applied. 
N ALGO’s job was. to see that the workers 
secured proper wages and conditions. Mr. R.H. 
STORER, Institute of Public Cleansing, pointed 
out that the Order provided a glorious oppor- 
tunity of saying to local authorities and the 
Ministry of Labour: “‘ We are prepared to 
support the application of the Order, provided 
you agree to that complete system of Whitleyism 
for which we have been fighting.’’ 

Mr. R. W. RAMSAY (N.A.A.L.G.E.) raised the 
problem of institutions, which today were 
competing to get one another’s staffs, and Mr. 
E. F. CowARD, National Association of Ceme- 
tery and Crematorium Superintendents,declared 
that those dealing with manual staff were at a 
disadvantage with private enterprise, which 
could offer higher wages. 

Mr. J. L. HOLLAND, Association of Directors 
and Secretaries for Education, stressed the 
danger—implicit in the remarks of Mr. Ramsay 
and Mr. Coward—of using the Order to keep 
down wages. They must be careful to do noth- 
ing likely to stereotype the low scales of salary 
some authorities were paying. Mr. Harrold 
agreed, arguing that it was the association’s 
job to look after NA LGO members, not to 
help maintain low salaries. Their policy today 
should be that, while agreeing that com- 
petition for staff between local authorities was 
wrong in-wartime, nothing should be allowed 
to prevent a man leaving gne authority for a 
better job under another. 


Whitleyism.—Mr. H. ALLEN, NALGO, 
outlined the progress made recently in the 
extension of Whitleyism in local government ; 
the whole country was now covered by fifteen 
‘provineial councils, all working under the 
egis of the National Whitley Council, and of 
those fifteen, eleven had issued salary and 
grading schemes and conditions of service, 
while the remaining four were expected to do so 
shortly. Every provincial council had endorsed 
the recommendations of the National Council 


Many Big Problems Before NALGO % 
Consultative Committee 


'on cost-of-living bonus, and approximately 


' 
; 
' 


— 


60,000 officers througheut the country were now 
enjoying the benefifs of that award. 

Mr. RAMSAY, N.A.A.L.G.E., while con- 
gratulating N ALGO on the progress made, 
especially in dealing with administrative staffs, 
complained that some sections of the service 
were not adequately covered by grading 
schemes. 

Mr. E. C. Mercer, Incorporated Society of 
Inspectors of Weights and Measures, urged 
that the scales advocated by the sectional and 
professional societies should be included in 


_.Whitley Council awards, and Mr. H. F. Perry, 


Sanitary Inspectors’ Association, asked that 
provincial councils preparing awards should 
consult with the sectional societies. Mr. 
Allen replied that all shades of opinion, and 
other trade unions, were represented on the 
staff sides of the provincial councils. While 
the NALGO representatives would seek to 
represent the views of all their constituents, it 
was impossible for them to submit all sectional 
views to the councils. It must not be forgotten 
that the provincial council was a joint body, in 
which the staff sides did not get everything they 
wanted. Consultation already took place with 
all sections of the service before a scale was 
prepared. 

Mr. A. A. GARRARD, chairman of the com- 
mittee, stressed the difficulties were the staff 
sides of each of the 15 provincial councils to 
be required to consult 32 separate sectional 
societies before submitting scales, and urged 
that the societies should submit their views 
without being asked to do so. It was agreed to 
recommend this proposal. 

Retention of Essential Staffs.—Mr. Cowarp, 
National Association of Cemetery and Crema- 
tortum Superintendents, raised the difficulty of 
retaining essential administrative and manual 
staffs since the amendment of the Schedule of 
Reserved Occupations and the introduction of 
industrial registration. In his own branch of 
the service, having lost men below the age of 
35, they had begun to train men between 41 
and 45, but now these were being taken under 
the industrial scheme. .NALGQO’s task 
today extended beyond watching the interests 
of its members—it should ensure that local 
government emerged triumphant from the 
Struggle. Had it been consulted when the 
Schedule of Reserved Occupations was com- 
piled ? Some curious decisions in the schedule 
suggested that it had not. 

Mr. E. A. S. Younc, NALGO, replied 
that the association had been consulted when 
the first schedule was prepared, but had not 
been consulted on the second. It had, however, 
made strong representations to the Ministries 
of Health and Labour on the difficulties in 
which any increase in the age of reservation 
would involve the service. At the same time, 
while they would do everything possible to 
maintain the efficiency of local government, 
they must recognise that the war had to be won 
and that administrative sacrifice would be 
required to win it. If the sectional societies 
experienced real difficulties, the association 
would be happy to include their views in its 
own representations. 


Cost-of-Living Bonus.—Replying to questions 
from the Incorporated Society of Inspectors 
of Weights and Measures and the National 
Association of Relieving’ Officers, Mr. H. 
ALLEN, N ALG O, explained that at the next 
meeting of the National Whitley Council the 
staffs’ side would endeavour to secure a bonus 
award more in keeping with the rise in the cost 
of living. He strongly deprecated the attitude 


_of chief officers who had asked to be excluded 


from bonus awards now. By that attitude 
they were doing harm to the whole service. 
NALGO had always fought for a bonus for 
all officers, and would continue to do so; it 


236 


was strongly opposed to the imposition of a 

. Senne 

he paid. The meeting endorsed this policy. 
Bonus fer Superannuated Officers.— Asked by 


Mr.B.OLIveR, National Associationof Relieving | 


Officers, what N ALGO was doing on this 
question, Mr. HArRoOLD explained that the 
association had co-operated with the T.U.C. 
Advisory Committee, which had taken the 
case of superannuated officers to the Minister 
of Health. 
Government would not contemplate legislation 
to enable local authorities to pay a bonus to 
superannuated officers,.on the grounds that 


(a) it could not legislate for a section of the | 


community, and (4) it was already spending 


vast sums in the attempt to keep down the | 


cost of living. The report was accepted, on 


the understanding that the matter will be raised | 


again at the first opportunity. 


Loss of Pension on Temporary Employment. 


—Mr. RAMSAY, ° N.A.A.L.G.E., raised the 


problem of officers superannuated under the | 


Act of 1896 who, on being recalled to the 
service for temporary 
compelled to sacrifice their pensions. 
result of this hardship—which did not apply 
to officers superannuated under the 1922 Act 


—some patriotic officers were making severe | 
while others were being deterred | 
| help them. 


sacrifices, 
from rendering valuable service. 

Mr. 
type shouid be 
would take them up with the Ministry, and 
in the meantime warned all superannuated 
officers to examine the position carefully 
before accepting wartime appointments. 


Act of 1896, officers covered by the Teachers’ 
Superannuation Acts, and the very few cfhicers 
superannuated under the Act of 1937 only who 
had since retired. 
under the Act of 1922 (and who maintained 
their rights under the Act of 1937) would be 
able to draw both pension and war-time salar®. 

Compensation for 
OLiveR, N.A.R.O., raised the question of 
permanent officers asked to undertake volun- 
tary civil defence work and who were uncertain 
of their position under the Personal Injuries 
(Civilians) Scheme. Mr. HARROLD replied 
that N A L G O had taken this question to 
the Minister of Health, 


to those conferred under the Fire Brigade 
Scheme, but the Minister had so far refused to 
do anything. 

Conditions of Nurses.—Mr. H. H. MILLER, 
N.A.A.L.G.E., drew attention to the situation 
created by the issue of Ministry of 


than were enjoyed by nurses in the municipal! 
service—with the result that the latter were 
leaving to enter the civil nursing reserve. 
improved conditions should have been made 
compulsory for all local authorities, and not 
merely permissive. 

Mr. ALLEN replied that N A L G O had been 
instrumental in setting up a Nursing Services 
Committee of the National Whitley Council for 
nurses in the municipal service. That body 
was now in its stride and was negotiating 
with the Minister, on his proposal to set up 
an ad hoc committee to deal with the salaries 
of all nurses, both in municipal service and in 
the voluntary hospitals. The Minister had 
expressed his determination at once to set in 
motion machinery for the regulation of salaries 
and superannuation of all nurses. 

Blacklisting of Local Authorities. —Replying 
to Mr. Draper, Sanitary Inspectors’ Associa- 
tion, . Mr. Allen said that NALGO had 
from time to time blacklisted local authorities 
offering inadequate salaries—but such action 
was useless unless members themselves would 
follow the association’s advice. On one 


beyond which bonus would not | 


| -N-A.A.L.G.E.. 


wartime work, were _ 
AS ai ; 
done nothing yet, 
: number of officers concerned was small. 


HARROLD asked that all cases of this | 
reported to N A LG O, which | 


The 
number affected was not great, being restricted | 
to poor law officers superannuated under the 


The majority, superannuated | 


| ‘is of Health | such as the letter from an indignant wife whose 
circular 2340, giving to members of the Civil | 


Nursing Reserve better salaries and conditions | her husband was in detention. 
that her husband had seldom worked in civil 


Se life, and gave the Army authorities her full 
; 


occasion, when an advertisement was black- 
listed, a branch secretary applied for and 
obtained the job ; 
association. 
Redundant Officers.— Mr. RAMSAY, 


officers who, as a result of war circumstances, 


lost their positions and were either thrown | 
out of employment or offered alternative posts 
at greatly inferior salaries—sometimes also 


losing superannuation rights. Mr. HARROD, 


NAL G O, explained vegat the association 
The Minister had declared that the | 


had done to help such officers. 
national register of vacancies for redundant 


officers and had asked the Minister of Health | 


to introduce legislation to provide that: 
(a) All such officers should be transferred to 
other public or quasi-public employment at 


no less salary, or be granted adequate | 


compensation ; 

Their superannuation rights should be 

maintained, and those lacking the necessary 

years of service should be entitled to 

retire on pension if they so desired; and | 

(c) All should be replaced in their original | 
yositions after the war. 


(5) 


fhe Minister had promised to consider | 
legislation at the appropriate time, but had | 
presumably because the | 


individual cases were reported to Headquarters, 
N A LG O would do everything possible to 


Future of Local Government.—Mr. OLIver, 


By “MARCUS” 


] AM not sure whether I am writing in the 

Army, on military matters or under false 
pretences, because, although I wear the 
familiar battle-dress, the shoulder titles thereon 
are viewed with some disdain by similarly clad 
soldiers who pursue a m@re active existence. 
In short, and with anonymous blushes, let me 


_ whisper that I have.been embodied in the Royal 
| Army Pay Corps. 
Injured Officers.— Mr. | 


Being shortsighted, I was 
classified Grade III by a Civil, but apparently 
equally shortsighted, Medical Board, but 
three days after: being called up I was told, 
in effect: ‘* Here is a pair of Army spectacles. 
You are now Af, my boy, so to which com- 
batant unit would you like to be transferred ? ”’ 


_I enthusiastically expressed a preference for 
seeking amendment | 


of the present scheme to give benefits similar | 


tanks—thirteen months ago—and I am still 
waiting to be moved. 

Sometimes [ have to work hard, very hard, 
at my clerical duties. At others, I have mani- 
cured my nails, carved my name on the trestle- 
desk, and spent the rest of the day browsing 
through correspondence for amusing titbits, 
weekly allowance had been reduced because 
She mentioned 


6¢ 


permission to 


make things as hot as you 
like for him.”’ 


Other wives hear from their 
neighbours that someone’s allowance has 
increased because the husband has _ been 
granted Proficiency Pay, and they accordingly 
write to the Regimental Paymaster irate letters 
in which they claim ‘*‘ efficiency,’’ ‘* suf- 
ficiency ’’ and even ** deficiency pay.’’ Some- 
times the outgoing correspondence is even 
funnier. One of the most glorious examples 
of the Army’s way of expressing itself was a 
telegram which read: ‘‘ It is requested that 
the rendition of AFN 1700-2 be expedited ’’— 
doubtless for the benefit of those who would 
never have understood the meaning of ** Send 
form 1700-2 soon.’ 

You may believe all you hear about the 
Army using forms on every possible occasion. 
Recently, a soldier was stated to be entitled 
to Proficiency Pay of 6d. a day ; the statement 
was shortly afterwards cancelled in error 
and then reinstated. The man’s account was 
accordingly adjusted, and the wife’s allowance 


he was expelled from the | 


_ Committee, ‘iona 
societies to assist that committee by letting it 


If all | 


N.A.R.O., asked what N A L G O was doing 
to ensure that its voice was heard in the many 
inquiries now .being made into the future of 
_local government after the war. This was a 


_matter of importance to all officers, and they 
called for action to protect | 


should tackle it energetically. 

Mr. GARRARD outlined the proposals made 
for appointing a N A L G O Reconstruction 
and appealed to the sectional 


have their suggestions and proposals. Mr. 


_J. L. HOLLAND stressed the importance of each 
It had set upa_ 


sectional society examining the question for 
itself in the light of its own professional 
interests. He thought the N A L G O com- 
mittee would welcome the views of each society. 
It could not ask them to sink their individuality 
—many might be giving evidence to the 
Government direct—but the futlest consulta- 


tion would be valuable and would enable all 
sections of the service, as far as possible, to 


speak with one voice. It was agreed that all 
| the bodies represented on the Standing Joint 
Committee should be invited to co-operate 
with the N A L G O Reconstruction Com- 
mittee. 

Title of Committee.—It was agreed that the 
Standing Joint Committee should in future 
be known as the N A L G O Consultative 
Committee and that the N.E.C. of NA LGO 


| should be empowered to convene meetings of 


groups of members of the committee to con- 
sider proposals covering particular sections of 


| the service. 


BATTLE-DRESS 


straightened out, but not until I had addressed 
five envelopes (all to the wife), written a letter, 
sent a telegram, and completed no less than 
twenty forms. 

Before I exchanged black jacket for battle- 
dress blouse, I spent the greater part of my 
working time dictating letters to (mostly) 
competent shorthand typists. Now, I write 
my own letters laboriously in pencil. In pencil, 
because only typewriter carbon paper Is avail- 
able, and the carbon copy is illegible if a pen 
is used. Occasionally I am able to borrow a 
tiny, three-bank, portable typewriter, and then 
I hammer away with two fingers at a speed of 
twenty-eight words a minute which would, 
of course, reach the impressive rate of one 
hundred and forty words a minute if only 
I used all ten fingers and thumbs. 

Carefully I suit the style of each letter to 
the circumstances. Stern, near-rude memor- 
anda to Commanding Officers who con- 
sistently pay men more than they. are entitled 
to, and so put the men’s accounts in debt. 
Sympathetic letters to wives whose husbands’ 
misdeeds are reflected in their family allow- 
ances. Coldly polite letters, beginning with a 
stiff ‘* Madam,’’ to immoral wives whose 
allowances have been stopped by husbands 
who have learned too much about their private 
lives. I fear, however, that many of these 
letters must, lose some of their effect when 
written. On paper measuring six inches by 
three (because there is none other in stock) 
and despatched in an envelope measuring ten 
inches by four or five (because the supply of all 
others has been exhausted). 

Yet the work can be fun, and we make the 
most of it. In this we are helped by the fact 
that the discipline is far from strict. How 
can discipline be harsh in a _ unit where 
sergeants seek advice from privates on how to 
spell, and even accept lessons from them in 
grammar? Yet the very absence of hardship 
in such a branch of the service makes the more 
far-seeing of us feel a little uncomfortable, 


j and we look forward with some misgivings 


to the day when local government officer: 
junior will climb .upon our knee and say :' 
‘“ What did you do in the war, daddy ? 
And when you reply proudly: ‘* I was in the 
Royal Army Pay Corps, my son,’’ he will 
retort: ‘* Oh yes; auntie was in that, too, 
wasn’t she ? ”’ 


— . +. ree 
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ALL WORK AND NO PLAY— 


** Jackass’? On Overtime 


SEE a trickle of letters has been reaching 

you on unpaid overtime in the service. 
In the hope of converting it into a flood 
irresistible enough to sweep away this evil 
anachronism, I doff my cap and bells and 
take my tongue. from its Wual position in my 
cheek in an effort to be convincing and 
constructive. 

There are two kinds of overtime, and it 
would be untrue to say it is all unpaid. Some- 
times, it is recognised by hole-and-corner 
methods—** special grants *’ or ‘* honoraria ”’ 
to officers working overtime on ‘* special 
duties.’’ In a large authority it is not unusual 


to find one department favoured in this way | 


while another, where much more overtime is | 


consistently required of the staff, will be 
ignored. One chief officer asks for his staff; 
the other doesn’t. Sometimes, the. higher 
Officials who are theoretically undertaking the 
* special ’’ or ** additional ’’ duties are duly 
rewarded, but the ordinary humble pen- 
pushers are not. 


Apart from this type of overtime, there is— 


and always was in peacetime—far too much 
routine overtime. Any officer could cite 
cases where a section ‘* has to stay’’ every 
Friday night to complete certain weekly work, 
where an accounts department habitually 
works overtime getting out the completed 
yearly accounts and statistics, where officers, 
simply because of understaffing, cannot possibly 
do their normal work within the theoretical 
office-hours, where typists are given little or no 
work during the afternoon but are inundated 
at five o’clock. 

It is time this kind of thing was stopped. 
There is no moral justification for unpaid 
overtime, and no logical reason why the nation 
should continue to have its local government 
. On the cheap.*’ -] know how easy it will 
be for °* Pro Bono Publico ’’ and ‘* Disgusted’’ 
to revile us on the score that we are taking 
advantage of wartime circumstances to feather 
Our own nests. Our ten per cent bonus 
as against a thirty per cent rise in the cost 
of living ‘and an average rise of twenty per 
cent in wages is surely a sufficient reply. I 
know that the moment is inopportune. Is 
there any possibility that it will ever be any- 
thing else, during the next ten years at least ? 


When official staff were usually favoured 
with better conditions in every other direction 
than the workpeople, there was an element 
of ** give and take ’’ about the rule that they 
should be paid for overtime but we should 
not. Nowadays—rightly so, in my view— 
most authorities apply all new decisions 
impartially to stafi and workpeople alike. 
The °° give ’’’ has gone—but the ‘‘ take ”’ 
remains. | 

I hope the National Executive Council will 
realise that the time has passed (if it ever 
existed) when we could afford to give away 
the only. commodity. we have to sell—our 
labour. Others—professional men as_ well 
as workpeople—expect to be paid for their 
work, and no one considers them grasping 
or unpatriotic. The shopkeeper is not ex- 
pected to give away produce after his shop 
is Shut. Even the civil service have a modified 
form of payment for overtime. 


I have never been one of those easy critics 
who expect the National Executive Council 
to do everything while the branches are 
content only to collect subsiriptions and 
distribute literature, but this is a problem 
which can only be tackled successfully nation- 
ally. If we act individually as branches, our 
varying degrees of success will merely create 
a host of anomalies which somehow and 
sometime will have to be corrected and codified. 


| 


Furthermore, even if the Whitley Councils 


have not shone very brightly on the bonus 
problem, some of us who want national 


| scales and conditions still believe in Whitleyism 


pee want to see its machinery used. 
NALGQO members have never’ been. 
greedy. They would be content with a reason- | 
able scheme of payment, which would have to 
include safeguards against unnecessary over- | 
time by officers who value money more than | 
leisure, or hope@#®y assumed zeal to curry | 
favour and beat their colleagues in the pro- | 
motion struggle. It should ignore the odd few 
minutes now and then which nobody grudges. 


READERS’ FORUM | 


Once again, many letters have been 
held over, while most of those printed 
have had to be curtailed. Letters for 
the November Journal must reach 
the Editor, at 192 Edgwarebury Lane, 
Edgware, Middlesex, not later than 
October 17. AND PLEASE KEEP 
THEM SHORT! 


The N.E.C. could devise such a scheme; 
if they say they can’t, Ill cheerfully do it for | | 
them. | 
One great benefit of such a scheme would | 
be the immediate reduction in unnecessary | 
overtime which would follow. We would | 
find that figures which were formerly vitally 

urgent could somehow wait a little, that much 

of the’useless work which still has to be done 

would be eliminated. Overtime which is at. 
present- unavoidable because it costs nothing | 
would become unnecessary if it had to be paid | 
for. | 

NALG Orightly insists that all its members | 
must give a fair day’s work for a fair day’s | 
pay. Can anyone argue that it is equally | 
right, mathematically or logically, to ask them | 
to give a fair day’s work plus overtime for 
the same day’s pay ? 

If we, like so many other organisations, had 
held a conference this year, I would have hoped 
to raise this problem there in a constitutional 
way. Denied that opportunity, I can only 
appeal to the N.E.C. to ask themselves honestly: 
** Is there any reason why our members should 


work for nothing ? Is it right that they should 
do so.’’ I try to look at everything with two | 
eyes, but in this case I see only one answer. | 
Can the N.E.C. see any other ? 
Whitley Councils, if NALGO took the 
problem to them ? 

JOHN J. JACKASS. 


RECRUITING “TEMPORARIES ” 


Could the | 


What Does NA LGO Offer Them ? 


BRANCH secretaries have recently received a 

circular from the general secretary stating | 
that, ‘* A. rather serious’ position has 
arisen in one or two branches where they have | 
* neglected ’ to enrol officers engaged on the | 
temporary staff.’’ Phrases in the letter like: 
‘* 1 was instructed to urge you to lose no 
further time...’ and the command: 
** Please do not delay this matter any longer,”’ 
imply that the ‘‘ rather serious position ”’ 
is the fault of branches ; but this is not so at | 
all: it is the N.E.C. who are to blame for 
failing to tackle the problem in advance—or, | 
indeed, at all—or to issue any advice or 
guidance to branches. 

When our branch executive considered this 
matter (by the way, we are not one where the | 
‘* serious position ’’ has arisen) the com-- 
mittee suggested to the general secretary that 
a leaflet should be prepared, addressed to 
temporary officers, showing the advantages 
which membership of the association offered 
them. All we received was a curt reply saying ° 
‘* The issue is very simple. N ALGO has 
always admitted temporary officers and it 
offers them the same protection as it offers 
permanent officers so long as they are employed 
in the local government service. When they 
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SPARE TIME is 


well spent in reading 


for a DEGREE 


@ One of to-day’s problems is that of 
making the best use of long war-time 


evenings. To those who are studiously 
inclined we suggest that spare time might 
well be occupied in reading for a Degree; 
not merely for the resultant material 


advantages, but also for the widening of 
outlook and development of mental abili- 
ties. Moreover, under experienced and 
svmpathetic guidance study becomes a 
pleasurable occupation. 


‘@ London University Degrees are open to 
all. You need not attend the University. 

All that is necessary ts to pass three exams. 

Matriculation (or, if you are over 23, the 
shorter Special Entrance Exam.), Inter- 
mediate and Vinal; you may study for 
these at home and in your own time. 


@ Wolsey Halli Postal Courses for the above examin- 
ations are conducted by a staff of 56 University 
Graduates. These Courses comprise Lessons, Test 
Papers, Model Answers, correction of vour work and 
solution of all difficulties by your tutors. A Guar- 
antee is given that, in the event of failure, tuition 
will be continued free. Kees may be spread over the 
period of the Course. 

@ Write for Free Prospectus (saying if your pre- 
ference is for Arts, Science, Economics, Commerce, 
Theology) to C. D. PARKER, M.A.., 
Director of Studies, Dept. RH24, 


Wolsey Hall, Oxford 


Law OT 


Oe te 


| 4 PROPRIETORS: DIPLOMA CORRESPONDENCE COLLEGE, LTD. 
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leave the : service, N A L& O° S s obligations to 
them cease. I don’t know what more you 
want.’ 

It is nonsense to pretend that the association 
affords the same degree of protection or 
advantages for temporary stafi as it does for 


permanent officers, and if the N.E.C. don’t 


think so it shows how completely they have 
got out of touch with present conditions since 
they decided to elect themselves back into 
office year by year, and demonstrated their 
firm intention of preserving local government 
as the ‘‘ bed-rock of democracy ’’ By instantly 
prohibiting all forms of conference at which 
branch delegates may be so undemocratic as 
to exercise their right to have a say in the 
affairs of the association. As the N.E.C. 
seem to be so far out of touch with things, it 


_ would be as well if someone reminded them 


that there is a great difference between present- 
day temporary staff and permanent officials. 


_Temporaries now being appointed are told 


quite definitely that their appointments are for 
the duration of the war only; their rates of 
pay and conditions of service are clearly and 


_precisély laid down and they accept, or refuse, 


the appointment on the terms offered. Most 


_of them have never been in the local govern- 


ment service before, many of them are married 
women, and practically all will leave the ser- 
vice again for ever when the war is finished. 
What, then, they justifiably ask, has the 
association to offer them in return for their 
subscriptions ? We cannot, of course, point 
to the ancillaries for the answer to this question, 
for they are, necessarily, ineligible for member- 
ship of the Approved Society, etc. So what 
are we to tell them? Do the N.E.C. know 
the answer ? If they do, let them set it down 
on paper for the use of all branches. 

There is a further aspect of the matter 
with which I should like to have dealt (branch 
secretaries see the second sentence of the 
appropriate paragraph in H.Q. circular 
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11 Gen 41), but I have refrained from doing 
so as it is thought that publication may be 
harmful to the association. I will be content 
with saying that if the N.E.C. do not at once 
examine the question of appointing more full- 
time organisers to cope with the position, they 
may find that the ‘* rather serious position ”’ 
of which they speak will become more pro- 
nounced as time goes on. 
39, The Green, H. LANGFORD. 
Chelmsford. hon. secretary, 
Essex County Council branch. 


LAND NATIONALISATION 
No Mandate for Proposal 


ig is distressing to think that at a _ time 

when Britain is prepared to sacrifice the 
flower of the nation’s manhood in a fight for 
freedom and democracy, the N.E.C. should 
have such an unpatriotic conception of its 
responsibilities as to enter the field of politics 
on a controversial topic without any mandate 
from the members of the association 

There is a likelihood that the present writer 
is not the only one among the rank and file 
who considers that, while the N.E.C. is engaged 
in a good job of work in endeavouring to 
retain some semblance of sanity in the organisa- 
tion, it is entering a field somewhat outwith its 
province in publishing memoranda on economic 
considerations such as the nationalisation of 
the land. The beauty of virtue is in resisting 
temptation. To accede to requests for obser- 
vations on matters involving political issues 
is dangerous for the association. Moreover, 
the logic of being ‘** outside politics °’ and 
actually inside when ‘°° requested ’’’ has a 
somewhat incomprehensible sophistry. 

Whatever the future may have in store for 
the rank and file of N A L GO, should 
nationalisation of the land become an enact- 
ment, it will not only be an unwarrantable 
interference with the liberty of the subject— 
it will impose a shocking injustice on the rank 
and file of this great association. There can 
be no doubt that if this amateurish entry into 
politics becomes a precedent, the end of a great 
association will follow inevitably. 

It would have been a simple matter, through 
the agency of the branches, to ascertain the 
number of members who are landowners or 
who have any pecuniary interest in the private 
Ownership of land. Having instituted this 
procedure, the N.E.C., with evidence before 
it of the amazing number of members of the 
association who are landed proprietors, could 
either arrange to call a conference to consider 
the advisability of petitioning Parliament to 
nationalise the land or, if satisfied that such a 
proposal reflected the opinion of the 
association, it could, having received a mandate 
from the members, have forwarded such a 
petition. 

Yet, if a ballot vote of the members were 
taken, it is very doubtful if a majority would 
favour such a proposal. So many _ public 
Officials own land and have such an influence 
with their fellows that there is a likelihood 
that any attempt to rob them of the rising 
economic value of land would suffer an over- 
whelming defeat. , 

Lest it should be thought that N A L GO 
may be used as a_ stepping-stone for the 
gratification of political ambitions, it might 
as well be clearly understood that there are a 
few folk among the rank and file who will 
resolutely oppose any attempt to make the 
organisation a stamping-ground for budding 
politicians. 


Dumbartonshire. JOHN A, FRASER. 


Was It Inconsistent ? 


HE answer to the footnote to my letter in 
the September journal is that one be- 
comes a National Socialist, Communist, or 
Socialist in proportion to the amount of their 
respective creeds one adopts. 


| 


Nationalisation of land is one of the funda- 
mental bases of the Socialist order of society ; 
extension of the social services is merely one 
of the trimmings of the National Socialist 
creed, and, in fact, of all other political creeds. 

If N A L G O adopted a ‘* Fuehrer Prinzip ”’ 
or supported the Aryan racial theory—what- 
ever that may be—I should certainly say that 
it was becoming National Socialist, and I 
maintain that if NALGO really supports 
nationalisation of land, it, must, by the very 
implications involved, bedme a support of 
Socialism. 

This line of argument, however, savours of 
the ** red herring.”’ My main criticism was 
that, mainly because of its political i:mplica- 
tions, one proposal was heavily sat upon, 
while a few months later, an equally important 
principle bristling with political problems, 1s 
advocated. tee SF 

We disagree. NALGO’s memorandum to 
the Uthwatt Committee advocated land nation- 
alisation as an administrative solution to an 
administrative problem and without regard to 
any political implication involved. If the asso- 
ciation is to be debarred from putting forward 
any proposal which has previously been adopted 
by a political party, then it must forever keep 
silent ! 


Action Approved 


[ N view of the’fact that you will no doubt 

be receiving a number of complaints and 
protests—and possibly some resignations—as a 
result of your recent memorandum on land 
nationalisation, I should like, if I may, to 
congratulate the association upon its decision 
to submit the memorandum. 

I welcome the memorandum as making a 
clear-cut suggestion for constructive action and 
congratulate the executive on submitting it in 
spite of the protests which they fully expected 
(I have no doubt) to receive from a number of 
the association ’s members. 

24, Forest Drive, G. E. SMITH 
Theydon Bois, Essex. West Ham branch. 


MUST CLERKS BE SOLICITORS ? 
Give a Chance to All! 


THE restriction of the office of town clerk 
to barristers and solicitors is not fair to 

local government officers, and, more important, 

does not make for efficient administration. 

What is its origin ? The office is an old one, 
dating from a period when staffs were small, 
and the business consisted largely of drafting 
and executing bye-laws, administering cor- 
porate estate, and promoting private bills in 
parliament. Moreover, in the years imme- 
diately after the Municipal Corporations Act 
of 1835, anxiety to avoid abuses encouraged 
the appointment of barristers, who as a pro- 
fession had the reputation of uprightness. The 
practice became a tradition. Since then, the 
scope of local government has _ widened 
enormously, but it still involves much legal 
work. In particular, those who administer 
it must have at hand expert advice on the 
powers and duties of local authorities. 

But how many town clerks attend personally 
to legal details ? The direction of a modern 
unit of local government needs more than 
legal skill. Powers and duties become greater, 
and committees grow in number and size. 
Committees tend to develop their own projects 
as independent units. The machine becomes 
unwieldy for want of a directing hand. 

One solution is to appoint someone with 
complete power over the administration, sub- 
ject only to the policy laid down by the council 
—in other words, a city manager. But the city 
manager system was evolved to meet the 
special needs of the United States, and is not 
suited to our needs. What we want is co- 
ordination by the responsible representatives 
of the people, that is, by the council. 

There are two reasons why the council 
cannot itself do the work adequately. The 
first is that councillors give only part of their 


| Many of them do. 


time to council work, and to run a local 
authority is a full-time job. The second is 
that councillors who are in office one year 
may be out of it the next, and cannot ensure 
continuity. A compromise must be sought, 


and it is best found by appointing a permanent 


official to advise and make suggestions, and 
to be a link between the council and the 
ee without having a free hand over 
them. 

But the legal wogk of a local authority is, in 
itself, no more\important than, for example, 
the financial work, or the engineering. Indeed, 
if a technical specialist is to be the administra- 
tive head, there is much to be said for the 
chief financial officer holding the position, 
because the need for co-ordination and the 
means of securing it are closely bound up with 
finance. But co-ordination and direction are 
an independent function, and if the principle 
of division of labour means anything, it will 
be most efficiently performed if the man who 
performs it concentrates on it. In other 
words, the man at the head of the administra- 
tion—call him the town clerk by all means— 
should not be a technical specialist, provided 
the local authority is large enough to be able 
to afford division of labour. Technical 
specialists should be subordinate to him. 

In saying this, I do not mean that existing 
town clerks do not make good administrators. 
The point is that the 
opportunity of doing this important service 
Should not depend on paying a high premium 
and undergoing a legal training. It should 
be open to all entrants to the service who have 
reached a satisfactory standard of personality 
and general education. The local authorities 
should take the responsfbility of training them, 
and the training should aim at turning out 
men of wide knowledge and sympathies, able 
not only to get things done but to get the 
right things done. I cannot believe that the 
present system could not be bettered. 

After the war, it is probable that units of 
local government will be larger. They will be 
large enough to afford the full benefits of 
specialisation of function. It will be a pity 
if the most important function of all is to be 
restricted to specialists in what is really only 
a sideline of public administration. 

Georgeham, GEORGE SCOTT. 

N. Devon. B.Com., D.P.A. 


NALGO Action Urged 


MY reply to ‘‘ Captain’s ’’ criticism of my 
letter in your July number is as follows : 

1. It is clear that registered solicitors 
monopolise the local government appointments 
of town and county clerks when such quali- 
fications’ are stipulated in advertisements. 
Local government experience is usually a 
recommendation, but. in the smaller local 
authority areas, the appointment goes to a 
solicitor who has had no practical experience of 
local government administration. 

2. It is suggested that solicitors should be 
debarred from applying for such'appointments. 

3. The legal work of local authorities which 
is carried out by ‘* the clerk ’’ is seldom of a 
litigious nature; being in the main that of 
conveyancing and contracts, etc. For important 
litigation, practising legal personnel with 
experience in the subject dealt with is invariably 
employed. 

4. The Law Society, the General Medical 
Council, and all similar bodies are merely trade 
unions, whose first object is to benefit their 
respective members. To infer that their main 
object is the protection of the public is merely 
to turn a blind eye to reality. 

5. I did not expect support for my proposal 
to come from qualified solicitors in the local 
government service, since their parent body 
would hardly look with favour on such an 
unthinkable suggestion. 

6. How many local authority employees have 
had the good fortune to become articled to a 
solicitor ? Precious few—and since the laws 
of the United Kingdom are not like those of 
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the Medes and Persians, what is to hinder 
N ALG O in pressing for legislation to allow 
town and county clerks with a NALGO 
diploma to carry out their dutiese in legal 
matters coming under the jurisdiction of local 
authorities ? It is not desired that the qualifi- 
cation should allow officials to carry on a 
private practice. 

ARGYLL. 


« 


** Co-ordinators ”’ Not’ Needed 


THE Opinions expressed in Mr. Norman 

F. E. Browning’s letter in the September 
journal will, no doubt, be appreciated in town 
clerks’ departments, but the elevation of such 
persons to the ** highest administrative posts ”’ 
is a matter to be viewed with some scepticism. 


It is not at all evident that the services of a | 
co-ordinating officer will result in the more | 
efficient functioning of a local authority. The | 
men who are most able to direct and control | 
the work of the departments are those who are | 


qualified and experi€need in such work. They 
are best fitted to advise their committees and 
to deal directly with the central departments 
of state. 

The introduction of a further link in the 
chain is unnecessary and therefore wasteful 


and it is expedient that those who possess the | 


knowledge should be in contact with those 
who direct the policy. It 1s mot necessary that 
they. communicate with some intermediary 
who, at best, can only reiterate the views of 
the experts and is unable to amplify them. 


ay ra J hao tek ey we | authoritative articles on local government and | 
OF. a ICs eee rig 4 IS a hief res ination | rhe civil defence services in Russia, it is clearly | 
is best achieved by the chief officers acting | impossible, in the. severely limited space avail- 
amongst themselves and in conjunction with | 


ihe appropriate committees. 
In the future, when there will be considerable 
reorganisation and men of vision must take the 
field for the planning and reconstruction of the 
country, let us require that such men be in a 
position to carry out their work with a mini- 
mum of hindrance without being at the beck 
and call of an administrative middleman who, 
more often than not, would be prone to degen- 
erate into some pompous little ass scrawling 
his name over everything. 
Town Hall, J. A. KING. 
Crouch End, N.8. 


Down With The Dictators ! | 


MER. BROWNING’S observations cannot be 
passed over without a strong protest, 
which I am sure will be echoed by all chief 
officers and budding chief officers, other than 
town clerks. 
Since when has it been acknowledged that 
any chief of a department needs to have be- 
tween him and the council a ‘‘ chief adminis- 
trative officer ’’—call him what you will—to 
exercise a general control over his and all other 
departments ? Surely the council and the 
council only must develop its policy and ensure 
that each chief officer, who after all answers 
to its delegated committee which in turn reports 
to the council each month, carries out the 
council’s directions. 


I emphatically deny that any one man can 
interpret the requirements of several com- 
mittees composed of different members, and 
dealing with widely divergent technical matters, 
and so control the work of. the officers in 
carrying out their various recommendations. 
These recommendations must be approved 
and co-ordinated by the council itself. 


I agree that in many authorities one officer, 
mostly the clerk, not infrequently the treasurer, 
sometimes the engineer, has shown a more 
forceful personality, and in time has abrogated 
to himself the position of the man whose word 
is law—and how that authority suffers from 
his domination! The opportunity is open 
for intrigues, interference, personal opinion 
and self advancement, and the opportunity 
seldom goes begging. 

The town clerk’s position should be in the 


——— 
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nature of secretary to the council and no more. 
Clerk means clerk, not superman superviser ! 
If he needs legal assistance, such can well be 
employed on his staff. 

Down with the dictators ! 


PRACTICUS. 


RUSSIA TO-DAY 
More Articles Wanted 


T was with gre 
last issue o 


Anglo-Soviet trade union committee by the 


T.U.C., this commendable editorial step will | 
and | 


further enlighten -us on the political 
economic system of our gallant and heroic 
allies. For too long has our knowledge of the 
U.S.S.R. been tainted by ignorance, prejudice, 
and misrepresentation and I, with many others, 
look forward to reading the facts by such 
eminent authorities as the Webbs. 


_ May T suggest that in future issues of the | 
journal, regular features on how local govern- | 


ment functions in the U.S.S.R. be published, 
particularly in regard to the health, housing, 
and education ‘services which, from the point 
of view of the welfare of the people and the 


children, are claimed to be among the best in | 


the world. 
Glasgow. J. McD. 
While we hope to publish one or more further 


on ee 


interest that I read in your | 
the forthcoming publication | 
| of the interview with Mrs. Webb and a review | 
| of the new introduction to ‘* Soviet Com- | 
| munism—A New Civilisation. ’”’ | 
Following on the setting up of the joint | 
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LONDON 
UNIVERSITY 
DEGREES 


HE Degrees of London University are open to 
all. Neither residence at the University nor 
attendance at lectures is required. 


University Correspondence College has for over 
50 years successfully prepared many thousands of 
students by post for Matriculation, and the Inter- 
mediate and Degree examinations in Arts, Science, 
Economics, Law, etc. Highly qualified resident tutors. 
Low fees: instalments. Free re-preparation in the 
event of failure. More than 10,000 U.C.C. students 
passed London University exams. during 1930-1940. 


Diploma in Public 
Administration 


U.C.C. provides Courses of instruction. 
Full Particulars in Prospectus (see below). 


able, to deal comprehensively with the subject. | % Free Prospectus from the Registrar. 


Members interested will find all they wish to | 


know in the Webbs’ 
suggest that those who cannot afford a personal 


copy would be doing a public service were they | 
to use their influence to ensure that every | 


public library possesses at least one. 


EQUAL PAY FOR WOMEN 
** Hassock ” Replies 


] NOTE with pain and bewilderment that my 

plaintive bleat against the few—the few, 
mark you—women who take advantage of 
their sex has been transformed by Mr. How 
and Miss Prime into a tirade against equal 
pay, equal recognition, and the rights of women 
to stand in public utility vehicles. I feel sure 
that had they troubled to read my letter more 
carefully they would have found no claim of 
male superiority. Miss Prime’s discovery of 
the reason for the adoption of my °* nom-de- 
plume ’’ alone proves that. 


Nevertheless, the fact remains that there are 
a few—a very few—women who do take 
advantage of the fact that they are women. 
** You can’t ask a girl to stay on ’’ and ** you 
couldn ’t ask a girl to do that ’’ are the remarks 
engendered by their presence. The real evil 
lies in the fact that a precedent is established. 
One selfish woman in an office will prejudice 
the entire staff against women in general, but 
this is not true of a selfish man—possibly 
because they are more common. 

“Assoc: 


PROMOTION METHODS 
Personal Experiences 


I HAVE served in three large towns, and 

‘* Fairplay’s ’’ remarks would apply to 
them all. I have found that ‘* pets,’’ and those 
interested in some social sphere outside the 
office in which the chief was also interested, 
got the plums. It is time that NALGO 
members who are missing from the annual rise 
list had the right to report the matter to the 
association. I have known many minor officials 
to be years behind the salary scale. One high 
official left the annual increases for his secretary 
to deal with—a fact which was not discovered 


(continued at foot of next column) 


great book—and we | 


University 
Correspondence College 
79 Burlington House, Cambridge 
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Have you an earnest 
desire to be a PER- 
FECT PIANIST? Is 
it your great wish to 
know great Music—to 
he F . comprehend fully the 
= ON 72 “™& jj$.wonderful works that 
PY you can also play on 
$ A R(“-) the Piano? Do you 
==—— <lesire these things 
without the old- 
fashioned drudgery of arduous practice—in an 
amazingly short time, with success a certainty ? 
Then you can fulfil your. desires through my 
Modern, Complete Course of Pianoforte 
Playing and Musicianship—the Course that 
makes you succeed in a few short months, 
with the minimum of time and eftort; that 
gives into your hands the power of technical 
mastery over the Pianoforte and musicianly 
understanding at the same time. And this 
power is not the only great benefit conferred by 
my Course. If you would know more of this 
Course of success—if you are not deaf to this 
knocking of opportunity ; if your ambition is 
truly fired, your heartfelt desire burning and 
yearning for the highest consummation, send 
at once for the FREE Preface to my Course. 
Success is guaranteed, or the fee charged will 
be refunded in full. Write NOW. to 
Mr. Percy Fenn-Macklin, 33, Dominion House, 
Bartholomew Close, E.C.1. 
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(continued from preceding column) 


until some member of the staff began to wonder 
why their applications were never successful. 
I have even seen highly educated men ** kept 
down ’’ because they did not join in little 
gatherings at a local saloon. ' 

Surrey TO THE POINT. 
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Military KILLED 

Ball, Bomdr. C. H., R.A. 
and estates dept., 
accident. 

pootm, Lae. A.C. ©... R.AS.,. East Ham. 
Killed on active service. 

Bowler, A.C.Z K.,' R.A.F., estates dept., 
Nottingham. Killed by enemy action while 
on embarkation leave. 

Branson, Pilot-Officer J. P., R.A.F.V.R., 2 


Poole. Killed in road 


town clerk’s dept., Hammersmith. Killed 
in action. 

Bulmer, Pte. R., R.A.S.C., 22, borough 
treasurer’s dept., Darlington. Killed in 
action, Middle East. 

Catton, Sergt. A., R.A.F., electricity dept., 


Bradford. Killed by enemy action. 

Edgecombe, Ldg. A.C. J., R.A.F., accountants 
dept., Adwick-le-Street. Killed on active 
service. 

Foster, Sergt. A. G. D., R.A.F., gas dept., 
Rotherham. Killed on active service. 

Fowler, Sergt.-Pilot D., R.A.F., county accoun- 
tant’s dept., Kent. Died as _ result of 
flying accident. 

Gee, Capt. Stanley W., Army Dental Corps, 
dental surgeon to Lancashire C.C., a son 
of Mr. J. E. Gee, for many years a member 
of the National Executive Council. Died in 
military hospital. 

Goulden, R., R.A., public welfare 
Sheffield. Died on active service. 
Grantham, Capt. R. W., R.E., surveyor, Ware 

U.D. Died in Catro. 

Harvey, A. P. A., Brighton. Killed in action. 

Jefferies, Major C. G. J., R.E., 35, engineer's 
and surveyor’s dept., Woking. Died in 
Egypt 


dept., 


Lowrey, Seret.W.O. Air Gunner F., R.A.F.V.R.., | 


20, borough treasurer’s dept., 
Killed in daylight raid over Brest. 

Nianns, W. R., town clerk’s dept., 
Died in France. 

McCaw, R. W., R.N., Glasgow. Killed in 
action in H.M.S. Hood. 

Mitchell, D., city treasurer’s dept., 
Killed in Middle East. 


Harrogate. 


Bath. 


Bath. 


“SAFE AND SOUND” 


Wie are happy to record that Staff-Sergt. 

R. Stott, R.A.O.C., of the clerk’s dept., 

Spenborough, who in August was re- 

ported missing in the Middle East, has 

now cabled home: ‘‘ Safe and sound 
after a rough time’”’ 


Palmer, Sub-Lieut. R. C., R.N.V.R., Spalding. 
Killed on active service. 

Purnell, Sergt.-Obs. F., 
clerk’s dept., Barnsley. 
East. 

Smith, G. W., R.A.F., city engineer’s building 
dept., Sheffield. Died on active service. 
Soar, Sergt.-Pilot H., R.A.F.V.R., electricity 
dept., Derby. Killed in flying accident. 
Stoodley, Sergt.-Pilot E. L., R.A.F., Ilford. 
Killed in action. 
Taylor, Sergt.-Pilot, 
treasurer's dept., 

flying accident. 

Trumper, H. A., R.N., 27, public assistance 
dept., Carmarthenshire C.C. Killed in 
action. 

Walker, Cadet Flig.-Officer D. G., R.A.F., 
borough treasurer’s dept., Keighley. Killed 
in road accident. 

Wilson, Sergt.-Obs. L. L., R.A.F., staff of the 
education committee, Kent C.C. Killed in 
action during flight over France. 

*Wimhurst, Sergt.-Obs. J. C., R.A.F., 29, gas 
a: Newcastle (Staffs.). Killed in Middle 

ast. 


* Previously reported missing. 
MISSING 


Angel, Pte. A. C., R.A.S.C., 
ant, Bethnal Green. 


R.A.F., 23, town 
Killed in Middle 


R.A.F.V.R., 
Southampton. 


borough 
Killed in 


23, library asstst- 
Missing in Crete. 


: Batchelor, 
‘* A.A.,’” housing | 


NALGO ROLL OF HONOUR 


Sergt.-Pilot R., 
clerk’s dept., South Shields. 
Cox, Sergt.-Obs. J. J., R.A.F. social welfare 


R.A.F., town 


dept., Bristol. 
Cox, P., Royal Marines, electricity dept., 
Bristol. Missing in Crete. 


Ellis, Sergt.-Pilot F., R.A.F., town clerk’s 
dept., Wembley. Missing (presumed killed) 
in operational flight over Germany. 


7, | Evans, Cpl. G. L., Liverpool Scottish Cameron 


Highlanders, libraries Birkenhead. 
Missing in Middle East. 


Hooper, R. A. C., town clerk’s dept., 


dept., 
Bath. 


| Jenkins, Sergt.-Obs. W. K., R.A.F., borough 


treasurer’s dept., Swansea. 

Richmond, Sergt.-Pilot H., R.A.F., borough 
treasurer’s dept., Keighley. 

Stott, Sergt. R., R.A.O.C., clerk’s dept., 
Spenborough. Missing after operations in 
Greece and Crete. 

Walker, Sergt. Aift-Gunner J. A., R.A.F., 23, 
borough treasurer’s dept., Dewsbury. Miss- 
ing after operational flight over Germany. 

Whittaker, Sergt. Air-Gunner N., R.A.F.V.R., 
medical officer’s dept., 


JOHN MILLS ROSS 


Miss Renée Jowett, electricity depart- 
ment, Rockingham Road, Kettering, asks 
us to appeal to any member who knew 
John Mills Ross O'S P/FX 84675 when 
aboard H.M.S. Kashmir, sunk off Crete, 
to write to her. Mr. Ross has been 
posted as missing, and Miss Jowett is 
anxious, if possible, to obtain further 
first-hand details. 


PRISONERS OF WAR 
+ Attew, Sergt.-Gunner K. A. V., R.A.F., 
library assistant, Kingston-upon- Thames. 
Beever, J., Field Hygiene Section, assistant 
Sanitary inspector, Huddersfield. Captured 
in Middle East. 
+ Corrick, Lieut. R. A., R.E., engineer’s dept., 


Woolwich. Captured in Greece, slightly 
wounded. 

Jones, Cal. E., R-C.S., collector's dept, 
Ebbw Vale. 

O’Brien, Pte. C. N., R.A.O.C., treasurer’s 
dept., Poole. Prisoner in Germany. 

Pugh, Sergt. I., R.E., 24, borough treasurer’s 
dept., Aberystwyth. Captured in Greece. 


t Ramsay, Lee.-Cpl. D. A. T., Signals,- 23, 
electricity dept., Darlington. 

Shepherd, Cp!. P. J. E., R.C.S., public lighting 
dept., Leicester. 

Ward, Pte. A. J., R.A.M.C., town clerk’s dept., 
Camberwell. Captured in Crete. 


t Previously reported missing. 


AWARDS TO MEMBERS 
Military | MILITARY CROSS 


Cartmel, Major H. S., R.E., T.A., deputy 
surveyor, Hale U.D. 


DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
Holden, Pilot-Officer G. W., R.A.F., 
Oldham—for gallantry in air attack. 


DISTINGUISHED FLYING MEDAL 
Broadbent, Sergt. A. G. H.,.R.A.F., 24, elec- 
tricity works, Oldham—for gallantry in air 
action. 


ai, 


Crocker, Sergt.-Obs. D. H., R.A.F.V.R., 
electricity undertaking, Torquay — for 
gatlantry. 


GEORGE MEDAL 
Hallaran, Cmdr. C. F., R.N. (Retd.), baths 
supt., Hampstead (posthumous award)—On 
a very dark night a motor-boat came along- 
side Cmdr. Hallaran’s ship to take off the 
pilot. A swell made the boat roll and pitch 
heavily, and a stoker was thrown overboard 
between it and the ship’s side. Seeing the 
man in danger of being crushed, Cmdr. 


Burton-upon-Trent. 


Haliaran jumped into the sea, got the stoker 
back to the boat, bu® before he could be 
hauled in himself, was thrown against the 


side. His skull was fractured, and he was 
drowned. 
Civilian GEORGE MEDAL 


Hague, Capt., P. T., Home Guard, gas dept., 
Nottingham—for gallantry and devotion to 
duty during an air raid in which he helped 
save the gas works. 


%.B.E. 


Partington, H., town clerk, Bootle—for marked 
powers of erganisation and _ leadership 
during the periods of heavy raids. 

Pennington, T. E., secretary to the Board of 
Commissioners, Gibraltar, and a retired 
member and for many years chairman of 
the Bootle branch—in recognition of excep- 
tional public services in organising air-raid 
precautions in Gibraltar (where he is now 
chief executive officer for A.R.P.),and in 
evacuating women and children. 


M.B.E. 

Collins, J., chief officer, Bootle fire brigade— 
for distinguished services in fire fighting 
during a period of heavy raids. 

Morrison, Lieut. E. W., Home Guard, gas 
dept., Nottingham—for gallantry and devo- 
tion to duty during an air raid in which he 
helped save the gas works. 


BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL 
Heptinstall, H. W., chief fire officer, Thurrock 
U.D.—for exemplary behaviour, devotion 
to duty, and fine leadership. 


BRANCH MAGAZINES 
TO-DAY 


In the absence on war service of Norman 
Rogers, ‘* Jackass ’’—in his more serious 
moments, H. Norton, chairman of the Sheffield 
branch, and former editor of the Sheffield 
Guild Journal—has consented to take over 
Branch Magazine Page. Will editors of all 
N ALG O branch magazines, wartime bullet- 
ins, and similar publications, please send 
copies to him. c/o. Transport Department, 
Division Street, Sheffield ? 

Headquarters has recently been trying to 
discover how many of the hundred or so 
branch magazines existing before the war are 
now still in publication, and the list below is 
based on the latest information : 


BRANCH MAGAZINE EDITOR 
Bradford Quarterly Review H. M. Storey 
Brighton Brighton Municipal — 

Officer 
Camberwell All Swell David Leggatt 
Colchester The Raven R. A. Pitchforth 
Coventry Camera Principis M. J. Miles 
Croydon Calling Croydon Leslie Moir 
Deptford Deptford News A. S.: Lidington 
Doncaster At Your Service J. C. Morris 
Ealing In and Out S. M. Kenny 
Finsbury Forum L. Cross 
Grantham Branch Bulletin W. Exton 
Hackney Pay Day L. Lowton 
Hammer- 

smith Staff Journal H. Ladkin 
Hampstead News Letter W. J. Turner 
Herts C.C. Herts News Letter P. J. Scrimshire 
Ilkeston The Bulletin J. Yates 
Kent C.C. Kent County Chronicle N. W. Bingham 
Leeds The Guildman Bulletin P. P. Murphy 
Manchester The Guild Journal T. C. Barton 
Middlese~= Guildhall Gazette — 
Peterboro’ Bulletin E. Wilkinson 
St. Helens The Stimulus A. —. Hewitt 
Sheffield Guild Journal H. C. Crabtree 
Somerset Scribbles A. E, Palmer 
Southgate Southgate Snips H.J. Barker and 

E. |. Johnson 
S. Shields News Letter J. Yeoman 
Southwark Staff Magazine E. A. Clark 
Spalding South Hollander L. Fennell 
Stoke | 

Newington Service Bulletin E. J. Lovelock 
Surrey C.C. News Reel L. A. Morling 
Wimbledon War Bulletin J. W. Babbs 


This list is probably incomplete, and some 
of the details may be inaccurate. Will editors 
please send corrections to the Public Relations 
Officer, 192, Edgwarebury Lane, Edgware, 
Middlesex ? : 
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takes hard work in its stride, 

3 relieving those who must supply 

ae : information as well as those who 
; must have it in good time. 
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HE Clerk has often commented acidly 
the way cities and towns are pampered 
by the Government while urban and rural 
districts are ignored except when their services 
are needed—as, for instance, during the annual 
evacuation season. Even in Air 
cautions the attitude seems to be that places 
like Liverpool, Birmingham, and Sheffield, not 
forgetting that unwieldy nightmare, London, 
must be smothered in balloons, crowded with 
firewatchers and wardens, and pimpled with 
shelters of every shape and size. Their inhabi- 
tants, already luxuriating in Andersons and 
Morrisons, look forward with anticipatory 
pleasure to each Cabinet re-shuffle in the hope 
of getting a Dingle Foot or an Ellen Wilkinson 
of new and strange design... Meanwhile, 1n the 
rural areas, the neglected rustics shelter in the 
pantry and hope that the nasty Naz overhead 
knows a ‘* safe area ’’ when he sees one. If 
he can see up there. 

The Clerk once wrote a strong letter to the 
Minister of Home Security, pointing out that 
fourteen bombs had fallen in our district, 
averaging one to every three houses, and 
asking if London could equal that. The reply 
was that our area covered four hundred and 
twenty square miles, ten per house. He 
retorted that all the bombs fell in the square 
mile we lived in, but all he evoked was a vague 
assurance that whatever was the matter had 
been noted. 

We were not surprised, 
that. citizens and townspeople all over the 
country had been registered as_ fire-guards, 
while we had not even been consulted. °° Appa- 
rently,” the Clerk observed bitterly, ** England 
shall not burn, but, Much Cowsl!p can, for all 
they careé.. Ringing peremptorily tor Miss 
{ egge, he dictated a curt note to Mr. Morrison, 
marked °** Strictly Personal, Extremely Urgent, 
Highly Important, and Very Secret."’ He 
asked whether fire-bombs on Much Cowslip 
houses were of no importance and could be 
ignored, “* which might be inconvenient for 
the inhabitants,*” or whether some. secret 
treatv existed whereby Much Cowslip 
guaranteed immunity. If not, he desired details 
of how and when firewatchers should be 
registered. 

Mr. Morrison must have been away, but a 
gentleman who claimed to be directed by him 
replied, referring us courteously to Section 
four hundred and seventy-three of the Regula- 


on 


therefore. to read 


to the village as an undertaker’s assistant. 
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by a pimply youth who had only recently come 
On 
the Clerk’s instructions, I turned my hatbrim 


down, my coat collar up, and joined the crowd. 


Raid Pre- | 


it was obvious that the orator was a politically 


' conscious young man and too well versed in 


Nuisance in a 


his rights and privileges to be anything but a 
well-ordered community like 
Much Cowslip. A large badge in his button- 
hole proclaimed him a member of the Union 
for Free Thought. 

Were they, 
slaves ? Was it not an entirely new departure 
in the history of honest labour that they 
should be compelled—willy-nilly, they would 
mark—to guard the premises and property of 


their employers without pay ? 


fire was a national necessity. 


They might be told that the prevention of 
So was getting in 
the harvest or preventing burglary, but it had 
never been suggested they ought to act as 
farm-labourers or night-caretakers for 


emplover without pay. To compel a man to 


'do something for his employer without pay 


was to legalise slave-labour. The T.U.C., 
‘ truckling to the boss class,’” had, after a 
pretence at negotiation, betrayed the workers 
by agreeing to the scheme. 

They might ask, he said (though no one 
seemed at all likely to), why he had come to 
Much Cowslip. He would tell them. 
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he asked his hearers, free men or | 


their | 


' in full swing on the village green, harangued | 


He had | 


heard of it as a place where compulsion could | 


Was | 


tions made by the Minister pursuant to sub- | 


section 3b of Section three 
fourteen of ** the relevant Act.’’ Not knowing 
which was the relevant Act, the Clerk was not 
able to continue the correspondence. 

Determined not to be left out, we acted on 
Our Own responsibility. Effective, not to say 
alarming, posters depicting haystacks, cottages, 
and piggeries in flames, called on every male 
inhabitant to register for firewatching, with an 
ominously vague threat that ** such steps as the 
law permits will be taken against all failing to 
comply.’”’ 

Little did we realise what a storm would 
develop. Hardly had the paste dried out 
behind our posters before a mass meeting was 


hundred and 


never be enforced, where stout hearts and 
stubborn wills resisted vigorously any threat 
to age-long rights and privileges. He 


had | 


come because he knew the Government would | 


not dare to make a compulsory order about 
hrewatching or anything clse in our area. 
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had been right, but what Whitehall had ‘wile 
avoided, the ‘** local bureaucrats ’’ had not 
hesitated to attempt. He called on them all, 
as free men willing to die in their tracks rather 
than sacrifice their liberty, to follow him to the 
Council Offices. 

His peroration was rather weakened by a 
request from the Buttercup Magna reporter to 
have it repeated at dictation speed, but the 
mutters of approval among the crowd warned 
me that they were in a dangerous mood. I 
fled back to the Clerk, to find he had not been 
idle. An emergency meeting of the Council, 
urged by Councillor Gumble, who expected to 
hear his shop window go at any moment, had 
delegated full authority to the Clerk to restore 
order as best he could. 

When the impact of a tree-trunk used as a 
battering-ram on the main doors announced 
the arrival of what the Clerk chose to term a 

* deputation,’’ he went to an upstairs window 

and announced through a megaphone that he 
had decided to appoint paid firewatchers from 
among the Council staff, and that unless the 
crowd dispersed immediately no grace what- 
ever would be allowed in paying the next rate 
demand, due out in a few days. The crowd 
melted away like a cinema queue after a siren, 
leaving only the pimply young man. Him we 
provoked by very rude remarks until, goaded 
beyond endurance, he replied.in kind, where- 
upon our village constable—who had _ lain 
concealed behind a hedge—sprang out and 
arrested him on charges of loitering with intent, 
insulting behaviour, conduct conducive to a 
breach of the peace, and using obscene language. 
We knew that Councillor Gumble, as Chair- 
man of the Bench, would put him away for as 
long as possible. 

Next day, the Clerk appointed all the stafi 
as firewatchers at one guinea each per night. 
an additional burden which they shouldered 
uncomplainingly. 

Unfortunately, our first night of duty was 
disastrous. Blatherpatch, posted on top of a 
hayrick, fell asleep, dropped his glowing 
cigarette, and was rescued in a badly singed 
condition from the resultant bonfire. Postle- 
bury, firewatching in the cellars of the ‘* Lamb 
and Lion,’’ somehow managed to ignite a 
barrel of brandy while trying to brew hot 
punch. He emerged without assistance at high 
speed through the cellar-flap, and it was heart- 
rending to hear bottles and barrels exploding 
all through the night while we other firewatchers 
conscientiously watched the blaze. Minor 
mishaps such as these were only to be expected 
while we were learning the job, but the stub- 
born refusals of every occupier of premises in the 
village to allow us to do any more firewatching 
on their property made it imposible to continue 
the scheme, to our immense regret. Councillor 
Gumble was most rude about it. He suggested 
that the R.A.F. should drop us on Berlin to 
give the Nazis a hand with their firewatching. 

The Clerk, I am glad to say, rebuked him 
soundly. He said that, even in warfare, there 
were certain decencies to be observed, and 
certain things one could not do, even to” a 
German. 
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Mary, My Mary ! 


An old farmer was laboriously filling in a | 


claim-sheet against the railway company, one 
of whose trains had killed one of his cows. 
He came down to the last item, which was: 


‘Disposition of the carcass ? °° After puzzling 


over it for a while he wrote: °*Kind and 
gentle.’’ 
* * x 
Churchillism | 
‘*To make a speech in wartime is like 


asking a centipede to go for a waik with you 
without putting its foot in it.’’ 
— Winston Churchill (quoted in** Lord Halifax’ 
by Stuart Hodgson), 
cad * * 
Last Lap 
**When I realised last night that to-morrow 
was September 1, I thought I would have a 
binge before the invasion,’’ said a man ata 
North London court. 
* x 
Foreign Cad Rerved: Hunt Ball 
‘* Hitler is the sort of person who would 
shoot.a fox.”’ 
—Master of Foxhounds recently. 
Frankly, ever. since the fellow started to 
bomb babies we’ve suspected that he had in 
him the makings of a first-class rotter. 
* * * 


Why Eggs Are Scarce 

‘*Brenda’s grown to love her chickens and 
doesn’t even like to take their eggs without 
saying, ‘Pardon me.’ ””— Nathaniel Gubbins. 


Mein Kampf’ 


AT RANDOM 
By °* Hyperion 


Kllustrated by J. Carver 


The M.O.I. Again 
’ Never was So little told to so few by so 


many. 


—** Beachcomber 
ad 4 - 


Writing on the Wall 


ne 
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The following story comes from Switzerland : 
Hitler recently consulted an astrologer. 
** Who,’’ he asked, ** was responsible for the 
war ? ’ 
wall. ‘* Good,’ said Hitler. 
the Jews were responsible.’’ ‘°° Pardon me,’’ 
said the astrologer, ‘* those are initials. J 
stands for Italy, U for und (and) and D for 
Deutschland. ’’ 

* Tut, tut,’’ said Hitler. ‘°° Well, 
who will win the war.’” The word °° 
(Axis) appeared on the wall. 
said Hitler. ‘* Pardon,’’ 


‘* LT always said 


tell me 
Achse ~’ 
"” Excellent, ”” 
said the astrologer 


apologetically, °° those, too, are initials. They 
stand for America, CHina, Sovietrussia and 
England.’’ 


—‘* Evening Standard.’’ 


~ 


Hot and Cold Water in 

Within a few minutes’ easy 
Sea Front, Cinemas, etc. 

Accommodation available 
Visitors all year round. 


Resident Proprietors: 


MR. & MRS. A. J. WILLIAMS (Son a 


NETHWAY PRIVATE HOTEL 
FALKLAND ROAD 1ORQUAY 


All Bedrooms. 
walk of 


for Holiday 


FULLY INCLUSIVE TERMS 3 Gus. to 4 Gns. 


‘* Nalgoite.’’) 


ne lil the 433 Daily Express. a the Tow 1 Council 


‘The British nation can be counted upon to 
carry through to victory any struggle that it 
once enters upon, no matter how long such a 
struggle may last or however great the sacrifice 
that may be necessary, or whatever the means 
that have to be employed : 
though the actual military equipment at hand 
may be utterly inadequate when compared 
with that of other nations.” 


'—ADOLF HITLER in °° 


and all this even 
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: yesterday 
on a Sund: Ly, 


_ —The 
_ reported in the 
The letters J U D appeared on the | 


| writing 


Short Story 
* Will you marry me ; a 
—o 


And they lived happily ever after. 


This Local Cavan 

By one vote the Enniskillen Urban Council 
permitted a military band concert 
in aid of military charities, but 
refused the general public Permission to attend. 
‘Trish Times.”’ 
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He had an opportunity of talking to 
Mayor about the possibility of meetings of 
beginning with a prayer, 
and the Council almost unanimously agreed tc 
it. Were they surprised that the season which 
followed was a record one for the town ? 

Vicar of St. George’s Church, Ramsgate, 
* Thanet Advertiser ”’ 

When the Finance Committee recommended 
the purchase o:, 20, Sophia Place, Councillor 
Spickernel! asked if the Education Commitiee 
proposed to proceed with the erection of an 
art school on that site. He thought they 
should direct their attention more to reading, 
and arithmetic, instead of drawing 
pictures of —— men. 

* Portsmouth Evening News ”’ 
Treasure Trove 
Notice in a staff room at a London bank 


Pee Found, three cigarettes — in a Silver case. 


LITERARY 


WRITE FOR PROFIT in Spare 
wartime hobby. Send for 
Institute (190G), Palace Gate, W.8. 


Time.—The ideal 
free booklet.—Regent 


MISCELLANEOUS 


REMOVALS AND STORAGE UNDERTAKEN by 
(Est. 1870), 4, Lower 


DAVIES TURNER & Co., Ltd. 


Belgrave Street. S.W.1. SLO 5121. 


Nurse required for 
Carlisle. S.R.C.M.B. 
to Matron. 


preferred. 


OLDCROFT Nursing 
Salary 


Home, 
£90.—Apply 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION | 


FOREST OF DEAN, SEVERN-WYE VALLEYS. 
Littledean, 


—Littledean Guest House, 
Beautifully situated, 600 ft. altitude. 
I2 acres. 
entertainments. 
prospectus ** W.G.’’ free. 


Eighty rooms; 
Billiards, dancing, lawn games, golf, organised 
Board Res., 57/6 to 70/-. 


Glos. 


Illustrated 


BE TALLER! ‘i's ! 

e 1to 6 inches 6 
NO APPLIANCES —NO DRUGS —NO DIETING 
3m@®- ROSS SYSTEM NEVER FAILS “WE Fee £2 2s. Complete. 


Details 6d. : 
f). MALCOLM ROSS Height Specialist 
BM/HYTE, LONDON, W.C.1. 


6and 8ft. x 6ft. 
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THE MINISTER OF HOME SECURITY 


AGAIN urges all to be prepared for 
POISONOUS GAS 


in stock. 
NOW! Are YOU?" If not, 
send us your enquiry for essential 
requisites. 


AIR DEFENCE EQUIPMENT SERVICE 


Essential Equipment for 


FIRE WATCHING PARTIES 


Contact your Chief Fire 
Prevention Officer to arrange for bulk 
purchase to take advantage of our 
low prices for quantities. 


Send for lists of all A.R.P. Equipment to THE Specialists: 


® Telephone : 


4, Lisle Street, London, W.C.2 
GERrard 2348. y 


e 6ft. x 


JUTEX 


PANEL 
BOARD 


_A WATERPROOFED AND PAINTED MATERIAL 
NO LICENCE REQUIRED 


* 


Uses: 


Linings, Partitions, Floor Covering, Window Protection 


* 


Sizes : 
4ft. and 5ft. ¢ 6and 8ft. x 3ft 


Samples on Request 


C. F. ANDERSON & SON LTD 


WALLBOARDS 


Telephone : 


HARRIS WHARF, GRAHAM STREET, LONDON, NI 


CLERKENWELL 4582 


4 JIMMY MORTIMER’S FAREWELL 


“ JIMMY’? MORTIMER, N ALGO organising secretary for Scotland for the 


past 21 years, has retired on superannuation. 


Notes °’ 


Here, in place of the ‘ Scottish 


which he has contributed to these pages throughout that period, he bids 


farewell to his countless friends in Scotland—while S. H. BRODIE, secretary of 
the Glasgow branch and one of the Scottish members of the N.E.C., bids him— 


Godspeed on their behalf. 


Mr. Mortimer’s place is to be taken, for the war period, 


“Mas Made Friends 
Kereryechere”™ 
By S. H. BRODIE 


FOR more than twenty-one years, Jimmy 


by H. SLATER, former education secretary, who is already well-known in Scotland. | 


N asking me to write this little article of , 
farewell, the Editor. suggested that I should | 


recall the highlights, grave and gay, of my work 


for NA LG O in Scotland, and hinted that I | 
might now, from the right side of the fence | 
so to speak, tell Nalgoites in general just where | 


they get off. I confess that more than once I 


have longed for such a golden opportunity. 

moment. | 
Already, I begin to see things in their true pro- | 
My prevailing feeling is one of in- | 
tense admiration for the splendid people with | 
whom I have been associated for so many | 
years, and I am devoutly thankful for the good | 
fortune which has been mine and for all the | 


But that is 


not the mood of the 


portions. 


kindness which has been shown to me. 


Before | joined the staff of NA LG O, [had | 
been secretary of Renfrewshire branch, and | 


along with Dr. Clark Trotter had managed to 
get two or three new branches and also the 
Scottish Council established. Sir John 


Lindsay, who was then town clerk of Glasgow, | 


was the first chairman of the latter body, and 
when the post of organising secretary for Scot- 


land was advertised, | asked him for a testi- | 


monial. 


He said he would be happy to give it | 


to me, but urged me to think twice before I | 


gave up a permanent appointment to take up an 
office which might not last for more than a 


year or two. °° In my day,’’ he said, ** I have | 


seen many associations spring up and dissolve 
in thin air before many years had passed.”’ 

I told htm that I had faith in NALGO, 
and that I was determined to make a bid for the 
appointment. Looking back, I feel that my 
faith has been fully justified. In all its activites, 
N ALGO has grown and prospered beyond 
anything | could have hoped for when first | 
took up office. It has been wonderfully fortun- 
ate in its honorary office bearers, both national 
and local, and, although I ‘sez it as shouldn’t,’”’ 


in its chief officers. 1am thinking really of those | 


at Headquarters, and particularly of Mr. Hill. 
engaged in ‘** mopping-up operations °’’ and 
am carrying on as usual, writing to councils 
asking to be heard at meetings which I know | 


ee ee 


This sketch of Mr. Mortimer, specially drawn 

by John R. Turner of Glasgow, appears in 

an album presented to him by his colleagues 
on the staff of NAL GO. 


_perceiving the trick, had laughed at their 


— 


colleague’s discomfiture. 3 
Another amusing incident was at a meeting 
of tramway inspectors. An. excitable in- 


dividual said that he had a serious complaint | 


to make against me. Last year, he had been 


_ given a new waterproof that did not fit him, and 
At the moment of writing, I am_ busily | 


I had taken no action! At first I thought this 
was a joke, but I soon discovered that the 


_ holds, ‘this is not always possible. 


Mortimer has guided NALGO’s 
destinies in Scotland with admirable tact and 
discretion. A free lance, like myself, can 
always say what he thinks, but we must 
recognise that in an office suchas Mr. Mortimer 
His parish 
has been a wide one, stretching from the 
Shetlands in the north, where we have a 


branch of N ALGO, to the Borders in the 


south. 


Throughout all that wide area, he has 
made friends everywhere, and I should think 


there are few officials in Scotland more widely 
_known and more highly esteemed than he. 


His work has been highly successful. Since 


_ he took up his duties, the membership of the 


association 


his opinion on 


in Scotland has been trebled, 
and our 34 branches now cover the whole of the 
country. Service conditions have greatly 
improved, and the association has gained in 


| power and influence. 


For the legal work of the association, 
Mr. Mortimer has shown a special aptitude, 


and on questions of superannuation, compen- 
_ sation, and the like he is a recognised authority. 
At our last Scottish district committee meeting, 
'Mr. Fraser, our honorary solicitor, ‘paid a 


warm tribute to the amazingly good work 
Mr. Mortimer had done in this direction, and 
stated that in high legal circles in Edinburgh 
such subjects was much 


respected. I know I am speaking for all our 


members in Scotland when I say that Mr. 
Mortimer carries 


respect and good wishes and our very best 


into his retirement our 


thanks for all his services to the association. 


; 


—— ~ 


| 


| fellow was dead serious about it for he went on | 


Shall not attend, and arranging for Whitley | 


Council and branch meetings with which | 
shall have no concern. It is rather disconcerting 
and not conducive to that quiet frame of mind 
necessary for retrospection. However, one or 
two incidents which come to mind may enter- 
tain, and throw some light on the kind of 
thing an organiser has to contend with. 

Years ago, a city council had been recom- 
mended to adopt a new grading scheme, but a 
rumour got about that, when the scheme came 


down. I asked, and was granted, an interview. 
In the course of my remarks I said that the 


. - a 


scales of salary. recommended were somewhat | 


lower than those of the worst-paying bank and 


paying bank, and quoted figures to prove my 
contention. When questions were invited, a 


to say that the resident organiser of the trans- 
port workers took note of these things and 
saw the management about them. 


have travelled from Glasgow to see if your 
waterproof fitted you ? ’’ Lasked. ‘°* Certainly 
Iam !’’ he replied angrily. ‘* Well, then,’’ I 
said, ‘‘ it comes to this, that NA L GO must 
engage a lot of tailors to go round the country 


male and female. What a problem for the 
National Executive Council ! *’ 

When I was appearing before a county 
council asking for higher grades for the female 


| staffs, the chairman asked if | did not think 
considerably lower than those of the best- | 


councillor asked if I would name the worst _ 


and best paying banks. 
was general laughter, which increased as I sat 
down in obvious amazement. However, much 
to my delight, the scales were adopted and, 
after the meeting, a magistrate came forward 
and explained the cause of the laughter. -He 
said that he was agent of the best-paying bank 
and the councillor sitting next to him, who had 
asked the question, dealt with the worst-paying 
bank.. The magistrate had urged his colleague 
to put the question, and the councillors, 


When I did so, there | 


that the council, by adopting the proposed 
scales, would discourage the girls from marry- 
ing. | replied: ‘* None of the girls 1 know.’’ 
He was not satisfied with this answer, but went 


on to talk of the declining birth rate and the 


duty of the council to encourage marriage. After 
he had waxed eloquent about the blessedness of 
married life, | asked him if I might inquire if he 
were married himself. He haw-hawed a bit and 
when the councillors began to snigger, quickly 
passed on to another aspect of the subject. 
Interviewing councils has a large element of 
luck in it. Somehow or other, I have noticed 
this particularly in Glasgow. Not so long ago, I 


went to a committee with on: or two cases, | 


sdéme of which I thought rather weak. The com- 
mittee, however, all seemed in the best of spirits. 
I had a law book in my hand, and when I 
entered the chairman remarked: ‘* Come 
away, Mr, Mortimer, I see you’ve brought 
your hymn book.’’ To all I proposed, the com- 
mittee gave instant and hearty approval. A 
week or two later, however, I interviewed 
another committee about an individual case 
which I considered a really strong one. I had to 
wait over an hour in the corridor before being 
called in, and when at last I entered I sensed at 
once that they were all violently opposed to 
any proposal I might make. After some dis- 
cussion, I got as bad-tempered as they were, 
and I fear we did not part on too friendly terms. 


_I wish our members would recognise that there 
_really is an element of luck in fighting cases, 


_and that they would take bad luck in a sports- 
‘* You’re not really contending that I should | 


manlike spirit. 

1 have left myself no space for detailed 
criticism, but I may, perhaps, briefly indicate 
the line my criticism would take if I had to 
expound it at length. It would be that I have 


noticed a deplorable disinclination amongst 
_ inspecting waterproofs, and if waterproofs, why | 
'not the sartorial habiliments of the town clerk 


_and all the other members of the staffs, both | 
before the full council, it would be turned | 


Our members to concern themselves with any of 
the larger issues in social affairs—a certain lack 
of altruism and idealism in their discussions. 
We have in NALGO a body of men and 
women closely in touch with the communities 
they serve. Many of them must know better 
than the general run of individuals the actual 
social conditions of the people. A university 
lecturer told me some time ago that he was busy 
with a report to a certain government depart- 
ment on the social conditions in a large in- 
dustrial county in Scotland. I-asked him where 
he got his data, and he replied: ‘* Chiefly 
from your members.’’ We have a large branch 
in that county, but never at any of the meetings 
have I heard these men with all the data they 
possess discuss the social conditions of the 
people as a whole. Now I believe an associa- 
tion, like an individual, must not, if it 1s to be 
healthy, live to itself alone. ‘* Where there is 
no vision the people perish.’’ I don’t want 
N ALGO to perish. I trust it will live and 
prosper beyond our highest hopes. _.- 
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' GUIDE TO CAREERS. 
offered free by the Metropolitan College, the leading pomrccoorneaee | 
‘Commercial, Professional and University Training Sena einem er te | 
Institution in the British Empire. 7] fmm 
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EXPERT POSTAL COACHING 
for all Accountancy, Secretarial, Banking, Legal, 
and Insurance Exams., for Professional Preliminary €. ms 
Exams., Matriculation, B.A., B.Com. and other [22.32 mer) Bs 
London University Degrees, Diploma in Public [s#sec25 athens 
Administration, ete. ae $3 
(non-examination) Courses in business subjects. sets ST | 
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INVEST IN YOURSELF—IT PAYS! Boao De Se 
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Send a Postcard to-day for free ‘Guide to Careers,” —ecsesc Nee 
which shows plainly how to secure that advance- %S& 
ment upon which your future happiness depends. 
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(G3/2), ST. ALBANS 
RINGS— 
beauty matched 
with value .. 


BENSON'S 


]. W. Benson, Ltd., of Ludgate Hill, now, owing 
to enemy action, at their West End showrooms 


25, OLD BOND STREET., 


LONDON, W.|I 


Benson’s offer you a very wide choice 

of good rings at all prices from their 

combined City and West End stocks. 

SPECIAL DISCOUNT to Public officials 

or monthly payments, if desired. Call, 
or write for Ring Catalogue. 


Public Officials 
should address 
their enquiries 
to Dept. “A” 


AUTUMN WEAR 


’Phone . " oye 
South 


Godstone: #4 Send for our Autumn Furs 


Fashions Catalogue. 
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DEPARTMENTS: 
Jewellery, 
Watches and 
Clocks, Plate, 
Cutlery, Ladies’ 
Clothing, Furs, 


“mE No. 144 
Stylish striped 
Coney Coat. 
In Light 
Brown, Grey, 


> Ok 


Romance. Fur Coats, Lin- 

gerie, Footwear, 

35 gns. Furniture, Fur- 
Monthly 40 /-. nishings. 


. a PROTECTIVE § 20% 
|) = feel MONTHLY | DISCOUNT 
TERMS 20°, 


Ro 
& 
co., 


E. J. FRANKLAND ‘43: 


OF LUDGATE CIRCUS (Established 1885) 


TEMPORARY EVACUATION ADDRESS: 
(DESK L), MARLE HOUSE, SOUTH GODSTONE, SURREY. 
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In War as in Peace 


the K.B Plan 1s still 


the wise way to buy clothes 


,e 


However patrioticallyeeconomical 
you may wish to be, the time is 
coming when you will find you 
simply must have some new clothes, 
and as West End quality suitings 
are getting scarcer—and dearer— 
we advise you to see about them 
now. 

The K.B Cash Credit Plan enables 
men of assured position to replenish their wardrobes at 
present cash prices without putting down the cash. Clothes 
to twelve times the value of an agreed monthly payment 
can be ordered at once, and further purchases may be 
made without increasing the agreed monthly payment. 


i, 
Ss your 
‘Pass Book’ 


While present stocks last—Suits and Overcoats from 7 gns. 
Uniforms from 10 gns. Hats, Hosiery, Shirts, Shoes, etc., 
as reasonably. Branded lines at advertised prices. Also 
Ladies’ Tailor-mades, Furs, and 
accessories. 


Ask for the K.B SKETCH-BOOK 


which tells you all about the K.B 
Cash-Credit Plan and the clothes 
we make. Call if you can, 
write, or phone REGent OOI5 
(5 lines). 


Always at your service in 
peace or war 


KEITH 
BRADBURY 


West End Tailors to Professional Men 
137-141 REGENT STREET, WI! 


also at 15 Westover Road, Bournemouth 


Issued by Keith Bradbury Ltd. 


24 SALARIES AND SERVICE CONDITIONS 


SOUTHERN REGION 

Camborne-Redruth U.D.C. has established a staff 
consultative committee consisting of five members of 
the council and five of the staff. 

Cornwall C.C. has adopted revised scales of salaries : 
General Clerical Grades— 

Section |: £60 (at 17)—10 (4)—£100 (at 21). 

Section 2: £139 (at 22)--15 (6)—£220 (at 28). 

Section 3: £235 (at 29)-—15 (3)—20 (1)—£309 (at 33). 
Professional, Technica! and Administrative Staffs— 


Grade A: £235--i5 (3)+20 (1)—£300. 
Grade B: £315~—i5 (3)—£360. 
Grade C: £38920 (3)—£440. 
Grade D: £460 20 (2)—£500. 


Above Scale D : Appointments dealt with individually. 


} 


ee - — 


Portsmouth C.C. has amended the salaries scales by | 


adopting the temporary staff scales of the civil service. 
The council has also decided to become a constituent 
member of the South Midlands provincial council. 


Swindon B. and Wareham and Purbeck R.D.C. have | 


adopted the South Western provincial council scales. 


NORTH WESTERN AND NORTH WALES 


Blackburn and District Branch, at a special general 


meeting addressed by a representative of the Association, 


rescinded a resolutign against the admittance of temporary | since September | 


NALGO ADDRESSES 


To avoid delay, members are asked to 
address correspondence as follows : 


On all subjects except ancillaries, in the first place to 


the appropriate district office : 
SOUTHERN REGION 
Regional Officer (and Metropolitan District) : 
Kershaw, 192, Edgwarebury Lane, 
Middlesex (EDGware 2025). 
Divisional Officer (Eastern and South-Eastern districts) : 
F. Thomas, 54, New Street, Chelmsford (Cheims- 


b Pee y ? 
Edgware, 


ford 4347). 
Divisional Officer (Southern and South. Western 
districts): N. M. Woodcock, I6, The Crescent, 


Taunton, (Taunton 2773). 


E. and W. MIDLANDS AND S. WALES 
REGION 

Regional Officer (and E. and W. Midland district) : 
J. E. N. Davis, 14, Earlsbury Gardens, Birchfields, 
Birmingham 20 (Birchfields 5123). 

Divisional Officer (S. Wales and Monmouthshire 
districts): A. H. Geary, Ii, Park Place, Cardiff 
(Cardiff 1646). 

NORTH-WESTERN AND NORTH WALES 

DISTRICTS 

National Whitley Officer and Divisional 
Haden Corser, 2, Mount Street, 
(Blackfriars 7668). 


NORTH-EASTERN AND YORKSHIRE 
DISTRICTS 

Divisional Secretary: W. Cecil Wood, |2, East Parade, 
Leeds (Leeds 24861 ). 

Divisional . Officer (North-Eastern district): W. J. 
Upton. Milburn House (A), Dean Street, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne 1. 

SCOTTISH DISTRICT 

Divisional Secretary: WA. Slater, 67, West 
Street, Glasgow, C.l (Douglas 0404). 

Relating to NALGO ancillaries and the supply 
and delivery of ‘‘ Local Government Service ’’ to— 
The General Secretary, NALGO, Croyde, 

Braunton, North Devon, (Croyde 212). 

Relating to Public Relations and ‘‘ Local Govern- 
ment Service ”’ (editorial), to— 

The Public Relations Officer, 192, Edgwarebury 
Lane, Edgware, Middlesex (EDGware 2025). 
Relating to ‘‘ Local Government Service ”’ 

tisements, to— 

A. Darby’s Advertising Agency, Cobham House, 

24, Black Friars Lane, London, E.C.4 (City. 6686). 


LONDON OFFICE 
The General Secretary, 27, Abingdon 
Street, Westminster, S.W.I, Telephone 
and telegrams WHitehall 9351. 


Secretary : 
Manchester 2 


Nile 


adver- 


officers into membership, and carried unanimously a 
resolution admitting them for the duration of the war. 

Liverpool—As the result of an accident sustained by 
one of the food inspectors of the Liverpool corporation, 
the liability of the Mersey Dock and Harbour Board has 
been brought into question, and after representations the 
Dock Board has agreed to waive the conditions printed 
on the passes (which exempted them from such liability), 
issued by them to employees of the corporation while 
such employees are carrying out their statutory duties on 
the dock estate. 

Manchester Appeal! Board granted an appeal under 
the Essential Work (General Provisions) Order against 
the refusal of the national service officer to permit a 
member of the electricity department accepting a new post 
in another department. The appellant was represented 
by the assistant divisional secretary. 


Nalgo Examinations 


' The NALGO Examinations Syllabus has been brought 
up to date and reprinted. Copies may be obtained free 


of charge from the,N AL G O Correspondence Institute, 
Croyde. Braunton, Devon. 


, the 


| committee at. Exeter on Sept. 6. 


Benevolentand Orphan Fund 
Trophies 


The three Benevolent and Orphan Fund trophies for 
1940 have been awarded as follows : 
‘' Sir Homewood Crawford ’’ Shield for the highest 


contribution per member to the South Western 
District, which contributed 4s. 2d. per head. 
‘Sir Charles Wakefield’’ Shield for the next 


highest contribution to the North Eastern District 
(3s. |Ild. per head). . 
‘‘ Bridlington ’’ Cup for the third highest contribu- 


tion to the North Western District (3s. 8d. per head). 


% . i. ¥ 
Cost of Living Unchanged 
The Ministry of Labour cost of living index figures 
for each of the past six months, showing the increase 
in cost of living of a ‘‘ typical working-class family,’ 
since July, 1914 (taken as 100) are: 


MOO 6 ks os ee July .. vo - 59P 
May eee meses i. 6. ee 
sane 6s 4% 200 September ., 199 


The actual percentage increase in the cost of living 
1939 (when the index figure was 
155) is now 28°4. 


Recent special donations to the Fund include: 


Bradford—f!02 10s. 7d., raised by dances, depart- 
mental coilections, and special donations, including one 
of £35 from branch funds. 

Dewsbury—f! 19s. Id., raised by special efforts. 

Harrogate—£46 3s. Od., raised by dances and other 
special efforts. 


South Western District 
Committee 


High tribute to the work of the Benevoient and Orphan 
Fund committee, under the guidance of Mr. R..T. Shears, 
as a result of which the South Western district has won 
‘* Sir Homewood Crawford’”’ Shield for the third year 
in succession, was paid at a meeting of the district 
Mr. C. J. Newman, 
town clerk of Exeter, presided. 

The divisional officer reported progress in the adoption 


| of salaries scales, bonus, and better service conditions 
by various authorities. 


| Executive 
| Conditions 


The committee agreed to recommend the National 
Council to press for amendment of the 
of Employment and National Arbitration 
Order, to secure that it was made definitely applicable to 


| local government officers. 


The report of the staff representatives of the South 


° . . . ae { 
Western provincial council disclosed that three authorities 


| have already adopted the scale of salaries recently promul- 


ane 


| Ashton-Under-Lyne.—W. 8B. 


gated, providing ‘** recognised terms and conditions ’’ in 
the area, and several others are considering their adoption. 
For the first time, therefore, it is possible to have a uniform 
standard of grades, comparable with other parts of the 
country. 

On the motion of the Minehead branch, the committee 
unanimously recommended the National Executive 
Council to secure amending legislation to provide for 
reciprocal superannuation transfers between the Isle of 
Man and English local authorities. 


Hospitality for Warriors 


For the benefit of members serving in the Forces, we 
publish below a complete list of branches and individual 
members who have offered hospitality and entertainment 
for members in the Forces stationed in their areas. We 
shall be glad to add to the list. 


BRANCHES 


BRADLEY, electricity 
works, Ashton-under-Lyne (use of Waterworks Social 
Club offered). 


Blackburn NALGO Sports and Social Club.— 
J. COX, 42, Victoria Street, Blackburn. 


Cambridgeshire.—LEO MASON, Shire Hall, Cambridge. 
Cheshire County.—H. JONES, 47, Walter Street, Chester. 


| Essex Rivers Catchment Board.—L. E. INNES, Essex 


Rivers House, Springfield Road, Chelmsford. 
Grimsby.—J. W. L. BUXTON, Municipal Buildings, 
Town Hall Square, Grimsby (Grimsby 55141). 
Hinckley, Leicestershire.—J. G. S. TOMKINS, 16, 
Station Road, Hinckley. 


Isle of Wight.—S. H. MATTHEWS, County Hall, New- 
port, 1.0.W. 


Leicester.—)J. HILL, City Water Offices, Bowling Green 
Street, Leicester. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—V. GRAINGER, Town Hall, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne |. 

Skegness NALGO Social Club.—A. J. 
Town Hall, Rowan Bank, Skegness. © 


Winchester.—R. G. CASTLE, Guildhall, Winchester. 


Wrexham.—H. BROOKFIELD, borough surveyor’s dept., 
1, Grosvenor Road, Wrexham. 


PERSONAL 

J. Darricotte, Grove House, Grove Lane, Cheadle 
Hulme, Cheshire (Bramhall 306). Mr. Darricotte offers 
** meals, bath, bed, snooker, table tennis,’’ etc., to 
members in the Forces, in the area, who will write or 
phone to say when they wauld like to call. 

F, W. Goodman, The Pines, Stourbridge Road, Broms- 
grove, Worcestershire(secretary of Bromsgrove branch). 


DAVIS, 


GEAMORGAN AND 


* 
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WHITLEYISM 
— 4 —_ 7 

Branch Exeeutive Vote 
RY 15 votes to I2 the executive committee of the 
Glamorgan branch endorsed the national policy of 
Whitleyism at a special meeting on September 6. Mr. 
C. B. Bright, president of the bran€W, presided. 3 
Hitherto the branch has rejected proposals that it 
should support the South Wales provincial council. The 
question was raised again in June, and was referred to 
sub-branches for consideration. When it finally came 
before the executive at the special meeting, Mr. P. D. Pratt 
formally moved that the branch reiterate its previous 
decision not to join the provincial council. Mr. J. B. 
Parry, vice-president of the branch, in seconding, stressed 
that the decisions of the provincia! council, while accepted 
by the staff side, were not binding upon the loca! autho- 
rities ; that the greater representation on the employers’ 
side of the district councils (the precepting authorities) 
Over the county councils would assist in depressing 
existing standards under county councils, and that -the 
many disadvantages of the association of their county 
council with the South Wales provincial council out- 
weighed any advantages, having regard to their joint 
advisory committee with the county council. Mr. Lewis 
Bevan, N.E.C., proposed and Mr. W. G. David, honorary 


- 


All This—& Heaven 
Too! 


BOROUGH OF BRACKLEY 
APPOINTMENT OF TOWN CLERK 


Applications are invited by the Borough of Brackley 
for the temporary appointment of Town Clerk at a 
salary of £275 including War Bonus. The appoint- 
ment to be determined by one month's notice in 
writing on either side. 


Candidates must be over military age or exempt 
from military service and will be required to under- 
take the duties of Chief Financial Officer, A.R.P. 
Controller, Chief Billeting Officer and National 
Registration Officer, the latter at a salary of £20 
per annum. 


Candidates must provide their own offices and 
staff. 


Applications, stating age and experience, accom- 
panied by copies of two recent testimonials, must 
reach me by Thursday, 25th September, 1941. 


Arthur G. Langham, 


Town Clerk’s Office, Town Clerk. 
Brackley, Northants. 


secretary of the branch, seconded the following amend- 
ment : 


‘* That this executive committee endorses the 
principle of Whitleyism in the local government service 
and pledges its full support of the principle in this 
district through the medium of the South Wales 
provincial council, and further will support any effort 
to secure membership of the Glamorgan County Council 
in the South Wales provincial council.’’ 


Mr. Bevan, after reviewing the case submitted by the 
branch vice-president, pointed out that the decisions of 
the Glamorgan joint advisory committee were binding on 
the staff, whether they liked them or not, and stressed 
the association’s conference decision on Whitleyism a few 
years ago, and the need for unity. ‘* You have no right 
whatever,” he told the meeting, ** to affiliate with a great 
organisation like ours and refuse to implement its decisions 
of major policy. The association owes its strength to its 
unity, and when a branch like ours, the largest, and we 
often boast, the most progressive in the South Wales 
area, persistently refuses to carry out the decisions of 
conferences, it should seriously consider where such 
action is leading it. In my opinion, we have no right to 
remain a branch of the association unless we are prepared 
to accept its decisions in matters of policy.”’ 

Many members followed with speeches for and against 
the amendment, until the turning point was reached with 
a well-timed and brilliant speech in support by Mr. 
D. G. Evans. 

Upon the motion being submitted to the meeting, it 
was lost by 12 votes to 15, and the chairman declared the 
amendment carried. 

This welcome decision of the executive committee will 
now come forward for consideration at the annual general 
meeting of the branch in December. 


Obituary 


We regret to report the death of Mr. F. G. Hill, clerk 
to the Budleigh Saiterton U.D.C., and a past president of 
the Deven South-Eastern branch. 
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-] FURNITURE MANUFACTURERS = 722P«ce9 


Furniture on show 


e. & 


Model Rooms 


Our Furniture is made by 
hand in our own 
Workshops 


We invite you to see if in 
the making from the rough 
timber to the finished article 


> 
“ 


Extensive Carpet and 
Bedding Department 


Same of the Lovanet Rureoms in the Country 


Manutecurers | ALEXANDER DAVIS [an invitation 


Discount | : [51 & 153 CURTAIN ROAD, sate ia YOU -ARE INVITED TO 
allowed to members on : | (near Old Street Station) Bishopsgate 622 (4 lines) 
roduction of membershi LONDON Open every day including Saturdays until 6 p.m. LOOK ROUND WITHOUT , 
Pp P N.B.—Our Euston Road Premises oii not available owing to enemy ANY OBLIGATION . 
card. action. Our nr aay ae Rasy bie now to be seen WHATSOEVER 
| MANCHESTER: 40 PORT STREET, NEWTON STREET 
| OPEN EVERY DAY INCLUDING SATURDAYS UNTIL 6 p.m. CENTRAL 0638 (4 lines) 


EXAMINATION SUCCESS 
GUARANTEED 


CHAMBERS COLLEGE, founded in 1885, provides the finest and most up-to-date 
Home Preparation Courses for Municipal Examinations including : 


Sanitary Inspector (Jt. Board) College of Preceptors Certifs. 
Meat and Food Inspector London Matric & B.Sc. (Eng.) 
Relieving Officer Chartered Surveyors’ Institute 
Institution Officers A.R.San.!., M.R.San.lI. 

Clerical Assistants Diploma M.R.I.P.H.H. 

A.R.V.O. @ 1.M.T.A. Chart. Institute of Secretaries, etc, 
Inst. M. & Cy. Engineers A.M.1.Mech.E., A.M.I.E.E. 


THE ACID TEST OF TUTORIAL 
EFFICIENCY, SUCCESS—or NO FEE 


We definitely guarantee to get you through your chosen exam. If we fail to 
do so, then your tuition fee will be refunded in full. 


We've gotto keep warm and 


we must spend wisely— POINTS IN OUR TUTORIAL SYSTEM 
that’s why from the point of @ Fees are inclusive of latest editions of all necessary 
| | 2 view of money or coupons standard text books. 
Se ——_ . you cannot do better than @ All fees may, where desired, be paid by moderate 
Be ERR, ie buy furs—good furs such as i po tte instalments. : ae . i 
i Me ae Sey ae courses are prepared and students’ work correcte 
ba hay e alw wee offered at by highly qualified experts with a wide experience of 
special terms to Public Municipal Examination requirements. 
Officials. Prices are rising @ Our Pass Record in all examinations is consistently 
-. 4 and fur imports prohibited. well over 90 per cent, and includes many top places. 
ae You are invited to fill in and post the attached coupon or write for a FREE copy 
eee DEFERRED TERMS of our 1941 Municipal Guide, which will be gladly sent without any obligation 
ss can be arranged for payment whatever on your part. 


Spee over /2 or 18 months if desired 
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i _ CATALOGUE FREE | = CHAMBERS COLLEGE (Dept. 212) 
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| { Po = Please send me your MUNICIPAL GUIDE, § 
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) Wholesale Furriers Se ermep na ersperenyrerremrererrerermernrecer nar erie : 

: 20, Piccadilly Mansions, 148 HOLBORN : Exam. in. which interested ..............-c:ccsccsscess+ss . 

| Piccadilly Circus, London, W. , : : 

| fey Batrance 17 Shaftesbury Ave. LONDON, ECT 5 a, scamp'suiy tcauived iunseaiedy 
: -PPrrrrrrrrrrriririviiiiliitilitii Le 

; 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE 


20%, CASH DISCOUNT 


TO BONA FIDE PUBLIC OFFICIALS ENGAGEMENT RINGS 


lc is real value you get at WINEGARTENS! Conditions are Ten Thousand | 
dificult but WINEGARTENS can be relied upon under all circum- to select from 
stances to protect the interests of their clients. Prices are being 
maintained as low as possible yet the qualities of WINEGARTENS 
mroducts, be it Watches, Rings, Jewellery, Silverware, Cutlery, 
Clocks or Pewterware, are all manufactured to highest pre-war 
standard. The 4- in the £ discount is a great opportunity to 
counteract the rising prices and is allowed to both civilian mem- 
bers and those serving in H.M. Forces. 


‘Solitaire’ with 
Baguette shoulders 


‘Solitaire’ 
square set 


Very attractive Ladies’ Gents’ Distinguished 
Cordonnais Wrist Watch Chrome and Stainless Wrist Watch in 9 ct. 
in Chrome and Stainless Steel, very robust con- Gold with Winegartens 
Steel. 15 Ruby Jewelled struction. 15 Ruby high grade 15 Ruby Jld. 
Lever. Non-magnetic Jewelled Lever. Non- Lever. Non-magnetic. 
balance and hairspring. magnetic balance and Suitable for everyday and 
Exceptional value £550 _ hairspring. £550 dressoccasions £10100 


-Solitaire” square set, 
step shoulders 
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~~ CUTLERY of hula tccaale Nie COUPON Te Messrs. WINEGARTENS Ltd. 


: alsa tacslggesi ad a Crossover Ly WS 157. Bishoesgate, London, E.C.2 
renowned manufacture in Sterling Silver, Silver Plate or Stainless, SS 


supplied bath loose and in fitted Canteens Comprehensive Cata eR > | declare | am a bona fide Public Official. 

wi LS . ~ aiit ° an 4 See « . . 
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N | m } ) x) Saturdays : SSS SSE. 
] | ey i . ~~ ) Closed All Day. : 
Pad, : 7 Also Closed : 
' . BISHOPSGATE 1786 (2UNEs) .. LTC Oct. ist, 6th, 7th, 
13th, 14th. 


BURTS OF FER : y () (} Thousands of School of Accountancy 3 


| Students have risen from the ranks to 
PUBLIC OFFICIALS Be 


This generous offer is the basis Oo Oo . 
of BURTS’ homely furnishing FOR 3 FOR 5 ui ( ESS F U ; 

scheme. Sound value together 8 
with courteous treatment and 3 CASH 4 O CREDIT : 
care shown to customers in bad : 

times make BURTS the leading 

Cash and Credit Furnishers. TAKE IMMEDIATE ADVANTAGE OF 

Remember discount can only be OUR LARGE STOCKS STILL EN- 


allowed if claimed when orders are TIRELY FREE OF PURCHASE TAX. . as Directors, Managers, Accountants, Company 


placed, and prices are subject to Secretaries, Cost Accountants, Works Managers, Office . 
market fluctuations and present | Managers, Auditors, Company Registrars, Heads of De- _ 
day war-time increases. ' ee eePETTTTETIT Pa partments, Stores Controllers, Cashiers, Local Govern- i 


GMC 1) VS > nee et ae ment Officers—Municipal & County Council Treasurers ¥. D.C. MACKAY 
BURTS’ WAR ECONOMY TERMS fh ( (if " LIS s ff 
Weekly Worth \\t IN 


\ ai & Accountants, Secretaries, Public Assistance Officials, Principal 
2). b £15 VI NZESSSE 
e | SALARIES FROM £300 to, £2,000 A YEAR 


")) Ht | Departmental Chiefs, Chief Clerks ~and in other Executive Appointments at 
£19 = eas) ne ai: 
a ZB eS ee EE a School of Accountancy Postal Tuition brings success and security to average 


e3 1 ES BG ws eS men and women who have the initiative to qualify for responsible positions. 
£35 aw ae | B Eminent University Lecturers testify to the thoroughness and efficiency of 
£39 TIN WN) (pe SSSA The School’s Tuition Service. 


ny U)) PPE ey a> Send for this 180 page FREE GUIDE to Careers 
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TOWN CLERK. 


SOLICITOR. 


Telephones. 
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Mr. IT, Harrisson, 
82, Ladbroke Road, 
Nedbe 


PORTSMOUTH SOCIAL SERVICE EMERGENCY COUNCIL 


AND 


CITIZENS’ ADVICE BUREAU. 


President: THE LORD MAYOR OF PORTSMOUTH. 


Chairman: 


ALDERMAN A. E. ALLAWAY. SOUTHERN SECONDARY SCHOOL, 


Hon. Organising Secretary: 
Miss E. H. KELLY, C.B.E., J.P. FAWCETT ROAD, 


Hon. Treasurer : 


C. E. Smit, Esq. SOUTHSEA. 


Hon. Secretary Citizens’ Advice Bureau: 
Miss A. ARNISON. # S 
Tel.: Portsmouth 31256. f . / ? a lS “Y 
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TELEPHONE NO. 2101 


Town Hall. 
BURN LE YX. 


27th september, 1941. 


ARCHIBALD GLEN, 
TOWN CLERK ANO 
CLERK OF THE PEACE 
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CITY OF WAKEFIELD 


Yown Hall, 
JEC/ GH Wakefield. 


léth February, 1941. 


Dear Sir, 


CIVIL DEFENCE 
SCHEME FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
CENTRE 


Whilst the City is not regarded as a ‘target town, 
pamphlets (copies enclosed) have already been delivered to every 
household, and posters exhibited throughout the City, giving 
particulars of the facilities which are available for persons 
rendered homeless and the addresses of the various offices 
administering these services, the Ministry of Health considers it 
desirable that arrangements should be planned and ready for action 
for the immediate establishment of an Information Bureau and/or 
Administrative Centre if circumstances render such a course necessary. 


Having regard to local circumstances, it appears 
desirable, in the event of severe or persistent raids on the City, 
to combine the functions of an Information Bureau and Administrative 
Centre, and I should be glad, therefore, if you would please make a 
careful note of the arrangements made, as outlined in the enclosed 
scheme, for establishing this Centre at very short notice. 


Jt will be apparent that the whole object of establishing 
this Centre is to deal, there and then, with the various: questions 
and problems which will arise, and it will be necessary therefore, if 
you are not able to attend personally, to authorise a competent 
member of your staff, who fully understands the procedure, to attend 
and act on your behalf. I suggest that you give immediate 
consideration to this matter in order that the scheme will function 
smoothly so far as your Department is concerned. Will you also 
please arrange for your junior clerk(s) to attend at the Centre as 
members of the messenger service, and arrange for other clerks and 
typists to be available if their services are required, 


Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter and enclosures, 
and let me know that you are ready and willing to co-operate on the 
lines indicated, 

Yours faithfully, 
T. NICHOLAS GRIMSHAW 


Town Clerk 


(Copy circular letter to Officials 
concerned). 


CITY OF WAKEFIELD 


CIVIL DEFENCE 


SCHEME FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE CENTRE 


Situation 


The Centre will be established in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, 
Wakefield, or, if the Town Hall is not available, in the following 
alternative premises in the order named :- 


(i) Institute Buildings, Wood Street, Wakefield. 
(ii) City Library, Drury Lane, Wakefield. 
(iii) City Art Gallery, Wentworth Street. 


Decision to establish 


The decision to set up the Centre will rest with the Chief Constable 
as A.R.P. Controller of the City. The arrangements herein outlined 
are to meet an extreme emergency and will not come into operation unless 
the results of an air raid are such as to create urgent community 
problems consequent upon the destruction of essential services. 


Message to Departments concerned 


After deciding that it is necessary to establish the Centre, the 
Controller will send (by telephone if possible, if not, by messenger) 
the following message :- 

Wakefield City Control - Administrative Centre 
"Established - Town Hall, (or substituted address) 
"Wakefield. Date and time." 


to the undermentioned Corporation and Government Department Officials :- 


Name - Address Telephone No, 


Regional Commissioner, : 
Ministry of Home Security. 36, Park Row, Leeds. Leeds. 41501. 


senior Regional Officer, Century House, 
Ministry of Health. South Parade, Leeds. Leeds. 28051. 


Town Clerk, Town Hall, Wakefield. 2741. 


(Mr. pap op acme Wakefield, 
Nis. des ov"ges r és 


Officer-in-Charge of Centre, Town Hall, Wakefield. 2741. 
(Mr. J.E, Cowdell). Wakefield. 


City Engineer, Town Hall, Wakefield. 2741. 
(Mr. S.G. Wardley) Wakefield. 


City Collector, Town Hall, Wakefield, 2731. 
(Mr. J.F. Walsh). Wakefield. 


Chief Billeting Officer, Town Hall Chambers, Wakefield. 2741. 
(Mr. W. Roberts). Wakefield, 


Medical Officer of Health, Town Hall Chambers, Wakefield. 27/41. 
(Dr, F, Allardice). Wakefield. 


Emergency Evacuation Education Department, Wakefield. 2731. 
Officer, (Mr. C.L. Berry). King Street, Wakefield. 


Name Address Telephone No. 
Juvenile Employment Education Department, Wakefield, 2'741. 
Officer (Mr. H. Plumb). King Street, Wakefield. 
Public Assistance Officer, Southgate, Wakefield. Wakefield. 2/41. 
(Mr. C.B, Easterbrook). 
Area Officer, Assistance 0, Margaret Street, Wakefield. 2788. 
Board. (Mr. L.O, Beresford; Wakefield. 
Chief Regional Officer, 36, York Place, Leeds, 20111/2. 
Ministry of Pensions. Leeds. 
Manager, Wakefield Westgate, Wakefield, 4155. 
Employment Exchange, Wakefield, 
(Mr, F.S. Baker). 
Food Executive Officer, Institute Buildings, Wakefield, 4941. 
(Ald, G, Hemingway). Wood Street, Wakefield. 
Secretary, Local Information, City Library, Wakefield. 2/41. 
Committee. (Mr. R. Sayell) Drury Lane, Wakefield. 
Area Officer, Ministry of St. John's House, Wakefield. 2116, 
Health (Insurance St. John's Square, 
Department). Wakefield, 
Area Officer, Ministry of 1, Kastmoor Road, Wakefield, 4924. 


Transport. Wakefield. 
The Officer-in-Charge of the Centre will be responsible for informing 
the members of the Kmergency Committee and the Representatives of the 


organisations referred to in Paragraph § of the establishment of the 
Centre. 


4. Dissemination of Information to the public 


The Controller will by loud speaker vans, posters, Police, Wardens, 
and Officers-in-Charge of the Rest Centres, and in co-operation with 
the Ministry of Information, inform the public to disregard the 
addresses given in the pamphlet and apply for all information and 
assistance to the Administrative Centre at the address at which the 
Centre is set up. 


e Transport to and from Centre 


The Public Assistance Officer will arrange, as far as possible, for 
the transport of homeless persons to and from the Centre. 


oO 


Preservation of Order at Centre, 


The Controller will supply sufficient Police Officers to control 
queues and preserve order at the Centre. 


7. Procedure at Centre 


Assuming that the Town Hall is not damaged, the Centre will 
function in the Council Chamber, 


Kach department will operate from the table marked with the 
distinguishing letter allocated to it as shown on the enclosed 
Enquiry Form A.C.(1). (See also attached sketch of layout of Centre). 


Persons requiring information will first be questioned (at a table 
placed at the entrance to the Chamber) by senior members of the Town 
Clerk's staff, who will elicit the type of information required, fill 
in the particulars at the head of the enquiry form, mark with . 

a cross to indicate the table or tables concerned, hand the form to the 
enquirer and direct him/her to the table first marked with a cross. 


2. 


The representative of the Department concerned will, after dealing 
with the enquiry, sign the form in the last column, hand it back to 


the enquirer, and pass him/her along to the table next marked with a 
cross. 


After the last enquiry has been dealt with the form (duly signed) 
will be handed back to the enquirer and delivered up by him/her to 
the Clerk at the exit of the Chamber. 


8. Supplementary Services 

(a) Social Services, etc. 

Representatives of the following Bodies will be asked to attend 
with the object of supplementing and assisting the official services :- 

1. Wakefield Council of Social Service incorporating the 
Citizens Advice Bureau. 

ec. Wakefield and District Deaf and Dumb Society. 

4. Welfare of the Blind Department. 

4, Air Raid Distress Fund per the Mayor of Wakefield. 

5, Women's Voluntary Services. 

(b) Messenger Service 

Messengers, recruited from Corporation Staffs, will be available 
at the Centre, 

(c) Reserve of Clerks and Typists 

A reserve of clerks and typists will be formed, Applications for 
their services should be made to the Officer-in-Charge of the Centre. 

(d) Searcher Service, etc. 

The Local Information Committee of the Ministry of Information will 
be asked to create an organisation to deal with enquiries as to 
missing relatives and to compile 4 Central Index of persons being dealt 
with at imergency Centres. 

9. Officer-in-Charge 

The Officer-in-Charge of the Centre will be responsible to the 
Rmergency Committee for the efficient working of the Centre and all 
matters incidental thereto. 

JEC/ GH 
Town Clerk's Office, 
Wakefield, 


12th February, 191. 


The Householder should keep this pamphlet with his identity card and see that 
every member of the household is acquainted with its contents. 


CITY OF WAKEFIELD. 
CIVIL ~ DEFENCE. 


PLEASE READ THIS PAMPHLET CAREFULLY—It gives you full 
particulars as to the steps you ought to take if your house is damaged or you 
have to leave it temporarily because of unexploded bombs. 


#1. REST CENTRES. 


If enemy action has destroyed your home or affected it so that 
you cannot live in it for the time being, and you cannot go at once to 
relatives or friends, you should go to one of the prepared Rest Centres 
at which meals and temporary shelter are provided. You will be 
directed to the Centre to which you should go. The Rest Centres are 
only intended to provide a temporary home for a few days at the 
most until other arrangements can be made. 


2. TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION. 


If it is impossible for you to return to your own home you may try 
to find temporary accommodation with friends or relatives, (if you 
are unable to reach these relatives or friends without help you should 
apply to the Public Assistance Officer, Southgate, Wakefield, for a 
travel voucher); or, if you are in the Centre and have nowhere else to 
go, accommodation will be found for you as soon as possible in billets 
or in houses taken over by the local authority. This may, of course, 
be at some distance from your old home, but the object of this tem- 
porary accommodation is to give you time to look round and make 
your own arrangements. All matters appertaining to billeting are 
dealt with by the Chief Billeting Officer, Town Hall Chambers, King 
Street, Wakefield. : 


3. REPAIR OF HOUSES. 


Many persons will be able to return to their own homes as soon as 
unexploded bombs are dealt with or as soon as repairs are executed. 
The Corporation or the Landlord will, as quickly as possible, make all 
repairable houses wind and weather-tight by temporary repairs, and 
later, in suitable cases, will see that the more permanent repairs are 
done. Any enquiries on this point should be made to the City 
Engineer’s Department, Room 38, Town Hall, Wakefield. 


4 ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODATION. 
If your house has been damaged beyond repair you may :— 


2) Find your own alternative accommodation; or 


6b} Inform the City Collector, Room 10, Town Hall, Wakefield, that 
you are unable to find alternative accommodation yourself, and 
he will make the best arrangements possible for you. 


5. CLOTHING. 


If your income is within certain limits (£400 a year, if you have 
dependants and £250 a year if you have no dependants) the 
Assistance Board will give you money to replace essential clothes. 
Applications should be made to the Local Offices of the Assistance 
Board, Sotterley House, Margaret Street, Wakefield. Efforts are 


also being made to have a supply of clothing available at each Rest 
Centre for immediate needs. 


6. PERSONAL EFFECTS AND/OR VALUABLES. 


If you are unable to recover all or any of your personal effects 
and/or valuables, full information should be given immediately to 
the City Engineer’s Department, Town Hall, Wakefield, and every 
effort will be made to protect and recover your property. 


7. FURNITURE AND HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS. 


The Corporation will help you to protect furniture and property 


left in your house and if necessary will remove and store it locally 
for you. 


If you have gone some distance from your destroyed home and 
cannot afford to have your furniture removed to your new house you 
should apply to the nearest office of the Assistance Board. 


If the income of your household is not more than £400 a year the 


Assistance Board will give you money to replace essential furniture 
when you set up house again. 


8. CLAIM FOR DAMAGE TO FURNITURE, ETC. 


Assistance will be given to you by the City Engineer’s Depart- 
ment in completing any claim which you may have for the loss of or 
damage caused to your furniture and household effects. Forms of 
claim may be obtained from Room 19, Town Hall, Wakefield. 


9. COMPENSATION FOR’ INJURIES. . 


_ If you are injured in an air raid and unable to work for a 
period of not less than seven days, you can get an injury allowance 
which will be continued until you are able to work again. (Maximum 


six months). Applications should be made to the nearest office of 
the Assistance Board. 


If, as a result of being injured you are in urgent need before the 


lapse of seven days you can apply to the Assistance Board for 
immediate assistance. 


Pensions will be payable to those who are found to be 
suffering. serious and prolonged disablement and to the widows, 
orphans, and in certain other cases to other dependants of 
those killed as a result of enemy action. Application should be made 


to the Chief Regional Officer of the Ministry of Pensions at 36, York 
Place, Leeds 1. . 


10. TEMPORARY NEED OF MONEY. 


If you are in need as a result of the raid you should explain your 


circumstances to the Assistance Board Officer who if satisfied with 
your case, will help you. 


If you have been evacuated you may find it quicker to go to the 
Employment Exchange and show your Billeting Certificate. 


11. SEPARATED FAMILIES. 


If you have become separated from some of your family and do 
not know where to find them, apply to the Public Assistance Officer, 
Southgate, Wakefield. 


12. MEDICAL ADVICE AND ATTENTION. 


(1) If the usual panel doctor is not available insured persons can 
take their panel cards to any panel doctor for temporary treatment. 
If. panel cards have been lost treatment may still be obtained by 
giving name, address and full Society particulars. 


(2) Non-insured persons and dependants can :— 


(a) Attend any doctor and pay usual fees 


(b) Apply to the Relieving Officer who will give them a certificate 
and direct them to the nearest District Medical Officer. 


(3) Enquiries as to treatment at School, Ante-natal and Child 
Welfare Clinics should be made at the Health Department, Town 
Hall Chambers, Wakefield. 


Note: Persons suffering from injuries caused by enemy action, 1.€., 
as a result of an air raid, may receive treatment : — 


(a) At the First-Aid Post, Cathedral Boys’ School, Brook Street. 
(b) At the Out-patients’ Department, Clayton Hospital. 
(c) From their own Doctor. 


No charge will be made for any treatment given at (a) but persons 
receiving treatment either at (b) or (c) will themselves be responsible 
for any charge made for the treatment received. 


13. CASUALTIES. 


If all the members of your household have not been accounted for, 
inform the Police or Wardens. Do this immediately if you fear that 
they may be trapped in a damaged building. 


Enquiries about injured relatives should be made to the Notifica- 
tion Bureau, Room 19, Town Hall, Wakefield. 


All information relating to casualties will be posted outside the 
Town Hall as soon as possible after a raid. (Do not enquire at the 
Hospitals about casualties). 


14. WORK. 


If you are unemployed as the result of enemy action register 
immediately at the Employment Exchange, Westgate, Wakefield. 


15. LOST ARTICLES. 


Food Ration Book—Apply to the Local Food Officer, Institute 
Buildings, Wood Street, Wakefield. 


Identity Card —Apply to the National Registration Officer, 
: Room, 19, Town Hall, Wakefield. 


Pension Book —For Old Age, Widows or Orphans Pensions, 

Supplementary write for a new book to the Ministry of Health, 

Pension Book Pensions Branch, Blackpool, giving your full 
name, former and new addresses, and nearest 
post office. If you are in need in the meantime 
apply to the nearest office of the Assistance 
Board, the address of which can be obtained at 
any Post. Office. (If you have not lost your 
Pension Book, but are some way away to 
your usual post office, you can draw your 
pension at any post office). 


For Non-contributory Pensions, t.e., 
pensioners who receive their pension books from 
the Customs and Excise, application should be 
made té the local Customs and Excise Officer, 


City Chambers, Wood Street, Wakefield. 


War Pension a to Ministry of Pensions, 36, York Place, 
eeds 1, 


National Health —Get a new card from the post office and notify 
Insurance Card the Ministry of Health, Insurance Department, 
Blackpool of the loss. 


Unemployment —Apply to the Employment Exchange, West- 
Book gate, Wakefield. 


Gas Mask —Apply to the A.R.P. Headquarters, Westgate, 
Wakefield. If you have lost your mask because 
of the raid you can get another one free. 


. ff you are in doubt about ANYTHING enquire at the Information Bareas, 
Town Hall, Wakefield, who will gladly assist you. | 


NOTE—If necessary, Loud-speaker Vans, Posters and the Information Bureau 
will substitute an alternative address for any office which may be 
destroyed. 


Issued by the City Council’s Emergency Committee. 
Chairman—Alderman G. Hemingway. 
A.R.P, Controller—R. Yelloly, Chief Constable. 
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Town Clerk’s Office, 

Town Hall, Wakefield. 
January, 1941. 
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Da goede we Gace ati” e7th September 1941. 


Tom Harrisson Esq, 
82, Ladbroke Koad, 
LONDON W.11. 


Dear Sir, 


CIVIL DEFENCE PUBLICATIONS. 


Replying to your letter of the 26th instant, I have 
much pleasure in enclosing:- 


(1) One copy of the A.R.P. booklet which has been published 
by the Council's Emergency Committee; 


(2) Two copies of the Post Raid Advice Bureau Leaflet 
outlining the organisation of the Bureau. 


There is an addition to be made to this leaflet as 
since its publication we have been able to secure the attendance 
at the Bureau of the Military Enquiry Officer for the Walsall 
area, and he will be located at a separate counter immediately 
following Counter No.9, 


In other respects the slight changes that have been 
made since the publication of the leaflet are of purely local 
import, and do not affect the structure of the organisation 
as printed in the enclosure. 


As regards the staffing of the Bureau, I may say 
that this is for a town of rather more than 100,000 population. 


I am now having the Post Raid Advice Bureau Leaflet 
reprinted, and have agreed to supply a number of copies to 
the Midland Regional Officer of the National Council of Social 
Service, and also to the Secretary of the Scottish Advisory 
Committee of the National Council of Social Service. If you 
have a particular use for a small supply I will gladly have 
some copies of the leaflet sent to you upon hearing from you 
as to the number required and the purpose for which it is 


P.T.0. 


=D ao 
proposed that they shall be used. 


If there is any further information I can give you 
Lt shall be most happy to assist. 


Yours faithfully, 


Town Clerk. ian 
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such a Certificate has been issued that steps can be taken to 
wind up the estate of the deceased, 


The procedure mentioned above has been established Fe 
the Government in order to facilitate burial by obviating the 
necessity for post mortem\examinations and inquests upon persons 
killed by enemy action. 


| In the case of persons being injured by enemy action 
and subsequently dying from Such injuries in hospital, the 
Medical Officer in attendance gives a medical certificate 
in pursuance of which the Registrar or Births and Deaths issues 
a normal Certificate of Death. 
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HOW THE PERSONNEL OF THE INFORMATION BUREAU 
CAN ASSIST _ IN RSTLBLISH ING IDENTIFICATION. 


Bach day, the. Police at Gach of the mortuaries furnish 
to' the C.W.D.Department a List’ (a copy’ of whith’ is attached) 
of the casualties. The list 48° G14Vide@ intd’ two parts: .one 
part contains the names and’ addresses’ ana’ other relevant 
particulars of .bodiés which have’ been’ identified. The other 


part contains a description of’ the bodies which: have not been 
1aentilied, The particulars contained in these daily lists 
are compiled by the C.\.D.Department into a comprehensive list, 


and a copy of this list is supplied to each Information Burcau 
and numerous. other places where the contents of the list are 
likely to be brought to the notice of persons intéresteéd, 


There should be no difficulty in dealing With enquiries 
concerning the bodies contained in the first part of the list. 
The cases which are contained in the second Dart of the 136% are 
those in which you are able to. give most.assistance. This part 
of the list describes the bodies which have not been identified, 
it gives the places from which the bodies have been recovered, 

a general description, including height, build, colour of Nair 
and eyes &c.,. and also particulars of the: clothing and any ornament 
which the deceased person Was wearing. With these particulars 
in your possession, you should endeavour to ascertain from an 
enquirer sufficient particulars to enable you to identify the 
deceased person, in respect of whom the enquiry is made, from 

the description contained in the list, Having Satisfied 
yourself, you should direct the enquirer to the mortuary in. 
which the body lies, giving to him the number mentioned in the 
last columm or the IIst. If the enquirer furnishes this number 
to the Police at the mortuary to which you direct’ him, the body 
in guestion will be produced for his inspection in a Specially 
constructed viewing room attached to the mortuary. In this way, 
the very unpleasant ‘task of inspecting a considerable number of 
bodies in one or more mortuaries will be avoided, 
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it you are unable uo reconcile the particulars furnished 
by an engquirer with the description conta eee ia the daiiy list, 
it is Suggested that you retain the particulars which you obtain, 
including the names and addresses of the enquirers, and hand them 
to the C.W.D.Department at the close of each day. A i18t. OF 
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these particulars will then be compiled and stencilled, and a copy 


sent to each mortuary. it may de that the Police Wili be able 
tO identify a dody from the particulars which you have obtainec 


9 
although it has. not been possible for you to reconcile the 


particulars given Be an enguirer With the description contained 
in the dally List 
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Willing and able to make the necessary arrangements where relatives 

are pDprepareca tO Luave tne arrangements in their ands. 

you should be aware of the Tinancial position, which can 
ce Stated quite shortly as TolLlows:- 

(ay = the Corporation undertake the burial, no charge 1s made 
to the relative, He will be notified when the fw al has 
peen fixed, and he can be assured that the burial Will be 
conducted with due reverence and respect to the deceased 
person. Meny relatives are apt to regard the arrangements 

} 


made by the C.W.D.Devartiment as "Paupers' parohaie®. This 

Ls not so, When the fatal caSualties are numerous, and 

large numbers have to be buried at one time, the ceremony is 
ar aS poSsibdlee 


made to resemble a military funeral as Tf: 
In other ca 


ses, local undertakers are engaged to carry out 
7 C) = 
the arrangements. 


(2) - If the relative makes his own private arrangemmts 
required to bearthe cost of the funeral, if the deceased 
person was a member of the Civil Defence Services; an 
Sllowance of £7. 10. O can be claimed towards the cost of 
the funeral from the Ministry of Pensions. A Similar 
allowance can be made by the Minister to the widow of a 
civilian worker, and the Minister has discretion to grant 
the allowance in resvect of the private burial of a woman 
or a Single man to a wholly dependant relative for whom 
he or she has been regularly mainta 1ining a home. The 
Corporation are not empowered to contribute wall ds the 
expense of a Tuneral erranged privately 


Town Hall. Snefficia, 
April 3rd, 1944. 
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CIVILIAN WAR DEATHS DUE TO ENEMY AIR RAID ACTION. 


Temporary Mortuary at 
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Daily Record of Deceased Persons received at Mortuary. 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SERVICE 
North Western Region 


_ ttt 


selnec Huuse, Manchester, 14. 


To C.A.B. Central Orfices 
& Individual Bureaux in 


Areas 1. 2. > & jj, 


BLITZINFORMATION - 


The attention of Citizens' Advice Bureau officials (and 
othernswho may be interested ) is urgently called to an article 
entitled "Information - Liféline of A.R.P." by Tom Harrison, 
which appeared in "Local Government Service" for Au just 1941. 
Mr. Harrison has every right to regard himself as an expert on 
this subject and his general conclusion is supported in an 
editorial in the same issue in which it is said: "..... we can 
readily agree ..... that the information service is in some ways 
the most essential of all post-raid services ('the lifeline for 
all others') end that it is ‘much the most neglected and the 
least often prepared' ". | 


Mr. Harrison's article is easily the most authoritvive 
and important contribution that has yet been published on this 
subject and in order that its essential parts may be available 
to those who have not the opportunity or time to read the full 
article the following extracts | are reproduced (The italics 
appear in the original): 


- THE LIFE LINE OF CIVIL-DEFENCE 
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eeee Information is the essential currency of modern 
life, the blood stream of our huge urban and industrial 
aggregations of people, so complex and anonymous that the 
individual can no longer know more than a minute fraction of 
what is going on or of other individuals. The bigger the 
community and the more concentrated the population, the larger 
part is information (in this sense of the word) likely to play. 
Information is not the prerogative of any one Ministry or mediun. 
It is the sum total of other people's experiences impacting upon 
every individual and colouring his attitude to everything that 
has happened and is happening. Therefore, the information that 
gets through to the people, and the way it is organised, is of 
crucial importance in determining, for instance, their appreciation 
of the war, of what to do after a heavy raid,of the right thing 
and the wrong thing to do in any new or unprecefiented Situation .... 


eeee AS one who for some years was an anthropologist sent 
to various parts of the world to study primitive people, and who 
for the past four years has, through Mass-Observation, been 
studyi =F i minds of the British, I want to show how all this 
works out in | “sete in Ae tga Britain, 
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enother thirty odd reports on the functioning of specific 
information or propaganda services, that today on the Home Front, 
and especially in the blitztown pattern of civil defence, 
information is much the most neglected and least often prepared 
of the essential services. I shall hope to show that it is really, 
in some ways, the most essential service of all, the liteline tor 
all the other services, the one service that concerns everybcdy, 
age heii living in the blivztown or outside it, whether injured by 


2 bomb or unhurt, fire-watcher or funk-holer .... 


. Working with a unit of skilled blitz investigators, 
we have almost invariably found that the worst breakdown was in 
the information services. Only in one case, Sheffield, could they 
be called anywhere near acequate to the situation. 


And thee is relatively lit.ule sign of improvement after 
nine months of experience. In Plymovh, after the April blitzes, 
the situation was much the same as ever. And in Greenock after 
its May blitz, it was so bad that the loudspeaker van announcers 
could not get enough accurate information to disseminate about the 
clementary social services of the areca, and it is widely said . 
throughout the area thet buses arriving to evacuate people went 
back empty because of the muddle. 


Over and over again we found homeless, old, pregnant, ill, and 
anxious~-to-evacuate people who did not know where to get the 
relevant forms or information. The comment of one woman is not 
typical, but not far from it: "Everywhere you go, they tell you 
you can't go there" .... | 


eee Lhere seems to have been a noticeable lack of local 
voluntary informational activity. The Citizens' Advice Bureau was 
there, but few people knew where it was, and a large number though 
they had queries to make, did not know there was a bureau in the 
town. This is not the fault of the Citizens' Advice Bureau, but 
is all part of the basic situation, the absence of a careful and 
coherent preparation of all the citizens for a possible blitz. 
In ordinary times, many have no occasion.towish to go or to know 
about the C.A.B. When the blitz. comés, they therefore do not 
avail themselves of the social service which should be known to all 
end used by a great many more people than do.use it. Nowhere in 
the town did we see any notice or.pointer or other information 
directing us to an advice bureau .... 


»ee-. I do not think that anyone who has studied a long 
series of post-blitz situations objectively and without bias could 
doubt that the lubricating oil of the social services is lacking; 
or that a major phenomenon of post-blitz mentality is uncertainty, 
end that a great many people concerned do not know the right thing 
to do. Not only is there a shortage of information of what to 
do and where to do it. People don't know where to get the 
available information from, and the wes of bringing it to them 
are inadequate. In one town which has had a long series of raids 
and which has an efficient Citizens' Advice Bureau (though, as 
usual only one for the whole city) we have made a detailed study 
over the past three months of the four hundred people living in 
four typical streets. Forty six percent say that they have had 
some particular post-blitz difficulty. But only 7 per cent had 
on any occasion consulted the Citizens' Advice Bureau. Bess than a 
soorter ad ever heav~d of the Citizens' Advice Bureau. Of those (23 
ree cent “heard of it, many’ were ‘extremely vague (cr quite 
“WON! oP 4 S ocation: ‘Yes, I believe there is one. I don't 
knew where it oes . Many. people also confused .the Citizens' Advice - 


Sureau with the Punits Assistance Committee or the. Assistance, Board, 
and even resident policemen’ gave conflicting locations and directions.e. 


eees Many ordinary citizens can easily get lost in the 
remifications of the services that exist to serve them, and which 
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they now need more than ever before. And the more people can 

be got to use the available services properly in this crisis, the 
less likely are they to behave anti-socially (e.g. panic 
evacuations), and the less likely are they to feel depressed 

or to feel that the whole pattern of normel life has been 
overwhelmingly upset. Those who most need the social services 
after a blitz are the stupidest people and the most frightened. 
it_is precisely these who are least likely to knowwhere to go or 
what “Oo do. social welfare services are seriously handicapped 
by the lack of mental preparation, advance information, pre- 
education of the citizens. Observation has repeatedly shown 
that, after a blitz, large numbersof people fail to avail 
themselves of existing facilities simply because they do not know 
about them, or do not understand their availability. Even in 

the case of abasic institution like the Assistence Board, this is 
so. It is impossible to zet the necessary information 
suificiently circulated after a blitz. Information,.like feeding, 
and indeed like every other part of the welfare situation, can | 
only properly be tackled in advance. Yet the proper functioning 
of every other service depends upon it. You may have the most 
perfect rest centres in the world. They don't help morale and 
recovery much if you don't get everybody who needs them or wants . 
them to pass through them ..... 


eoee Ln consequence of their own ignorance, and the lack 
of appreciation of this ignorance from their leaders, blitzed 
people are. only too often left to their own devices. 4t a time 
when they most urgently need to feel confidence in their own torm, 
their country and their civilisation, they are left either to drift 
or to use their own blitzed initiative. Courageous, calm, solid 
and uncomplaining, are these blitzed citizens of Britain. But 
those virtues come from within themselves, and could be much 
added to, rendered more dynamic by a little more leadership. 
Information is the sssence of leadership. Propaganda is the 
message of leadership. 


The supreme prestige and power of Winston Churchill depends 
upon his regard for honest speaking, his hatred of complacency, his 
instinct for putting the facts clearly and going beyond the facts 
into an imaginative interpretation which puts the whole situation, 
the familiar situation, in a new and brilliant light. Nothing of 
the sort happens in the blitztowns, where local leaders are 
necessarily pre-occupied with major administrative problems, and 
where the civilian has no special function,no special interest, 

In these circumstances the responsibility falls one stage further 
down the ladder of informational service, on to the Citizens' 
Advice Bureau. operated largely voluntarily and locally, and on 
to the loudspeaker vans, usually the responsibility of the M.o.l. 
or the police. : 


We have had many opportunities of observing the work of 
Citizens' Advice Bureaux. They perform wonders. There is an 
enthusiasm and devotion among their staffs which is certainly not 
excelled, and often not attained, by other sections of social 
service. And I yield to no one in my admiration for the National 
Council of Social Service in its multifarious beneficial activities. 
But can this work be left on a semi-voluntary basis ? It needs 
full authority, prestige and the weight of a government department, 
much stronger financial backing, and considerable extension 
topographically. In many blitz towns there is only one C.A.B. 
or information bureau - for maybe hundreds of thousands of 
inhabitants. No town would think of having one post office or 
one pub. And, as I have irisisted, information is not something 
which you can just let people go and get for themselves. It is 
basic in our.democratic system that you help them to get the 
information, that you take it to them, that you educate. As it is, 
ordinary people are insufficiently aware even of the limited 
facilities that at present exist through the C.A.B. systen, 
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*I-have already shown that under a quarter of the people ina 

'gmallish southern have heard of their excellent C.A.B. A study 

| we made in Glasgow —- which has taken some special steps to 
pre-educate for a blitz - showed that just a third had any clear 
idea of the existence of the C.A.B., while 12 per cent knew the 
location of any place from which they could get information. 
Perhaps the best way to put the C.A.B. position into focus is to 
gucete once more from a report on a blitz town, in this case a 
town which had repeated heavy raids for nine months before this 
revort was written: "As before, information was a major 
inadequacy. Indeed, 1t_seems to have managed to have become 
worse, 1f anything. Apparently, loudspeaker vans have done 
some. useful work in the area, but they were largely concerned with 
acting as a substitute for the air raid warning system, which broke 
10 Wn\. The general under-information continues ana a mamber of 
vests showed extensive confusion among police, wardens and 
ordinary people as to the location of the C.A.B., or indeed of 
any other place where people are likely to want to go to deal 
with their post-blitz problems. There. is only one C.A.B. in a 
town which requires at least five. The local information 
committee 1s apparently stagnant, and an investigator was 
regaled with anecdotes from various members separately running 
down each other collectively. Even the single C.A.B has only a 
small notice to that effect outside it, badly written in hand on 
a voard much affected by rain. 


Those who do manage to reach this oasis of help find an 
exceptionally efficient and helpful machine at their disposal. 
Great trouble is taken to deal with every inquiry, the whole 
subject of information is handled through this bureau in an 
intelligent and thorough manner. But the officers experience 
the greatest difficult in getting the information themselves". 


The other important way of distributing-information has 
been by loudspeaker van. The Manchester office of the M.o.l. 
have long had a particularly good scheme which enables them to 
call upon many radio retailers for equipment in emergency. In 
several regions, however, the latest raids have revealed that van 
arrangements are still inadequate. There have also been cases, 
some recent, where the local authority has obstructed the use of 
vans or (more often) where there has been no adequate provision 
for supplying the vans with information and with the rapid changes 
of information which inevitably arise in a changing situation. 
But the main difficulty about the loudspeaker vans is their trying 
effect on people who are tired or at all on edge. After several 
nights of raids, any energetic use of loudspeaker vans sets up 
a resistance to hearing the information. The most successful 
use of vans has come from their discreet operation in co-operation 
with teams of social workers or other persons who answer queries 
at the van, give out instructional leaflets and generally help in 
every possible way. (Plymouth, Liverpool) ..... 


ee++s These deficiencies on the information and propaganda 
side, are all part of the same pattern, the pattern of inadequate 
detailed mental contact between leaders and led, between Government 
service and the ordinary citizen, between local authority and 
local elector. In modern, total war, the main defence (indeed, 
the main offensive weapon?), the ammunition of the citizen, is 
information, interest and enthusiasm about what is going on, and 
why, and whither. Failure to appreciate the fundamental fact 
in detail. .- though the Prime Minister appreciates it on the big 
scale - is a weakness, whether in undermining German morale or 
supporting our own. And by morale I don't mean simply 
cheerfulness and smiling in the street. Good morale means good 
work, Nard industrial enduring work, eager fire-watching, 
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enthusiastic A.R.P., a general readiness for sacrifice, a lack of 
jealousy in the local information committee. Our morale is 
excellent - probably better than any other in the world! But it 
would be foolish and disloyal, to ignore the great strain upon 
the morale of the less educated section of the community which 
will come from another winter of intensified aerial bombardment, 
of the likelihood of which the Prime Minister has recently warned 
US. Information, and especially information properly instilled 
in advance, is every bit as important as the air raid shelter or 
the stirrup pump. It keeps the mind steady. 


Mr. Harrison concludes his article with "An immediate 
programme" of 14 points suggesting (to put them briefly) the 
strengthening of the Regional staffs of the Ministry of Information, 
the reconstitution of Local Information Committees as smaller 
bodies with clearly defined functions and the adoption of 
Administrative Centres (as defined in Ministry of Health circulars 
2269 and 2284 - to which, incidentally, he does not refer). He 
proposes that"the C.A.B. should be moved more directly into the 
pattern of focal or central administration and financially 
strengthened. .... a parent bureau(in each town) with subsidiary 
bureaux for elementary information .... the C.A.B. should be 
responsible for the preparation and distribution of casualty lists, 
rest centre and evacuee registers etc — at present ... done by a 
variety of people, sometimes very unfortunately". 


Whatever may be the official reactions to Mr. Harrison's 
criticisms and proposals (C.A.B. officials might usefully discuss 
the article with the Town Hall.) it is obvious that they underline, 
in no uncertain terms, many of the suggestions repeatedly made 
by N.C.S.5. Regional Office to the effect that the C.A.B. Service 
needs more and better publicity. The matter is under discussion 
regionally and, as is known, a publicity campaign has been launched 
by the Ministry of Information. This campaign is, so far, limited 
in scope but C.A.Bx should develop it in every possible way, 


Bureau officials are again urged to test for themselves the 
extent to which their Bureau is known to the local public, It is, 
of course, extremely difficult to make such a service known to all 
members of the public (who are not interested until the need arises) 
but it is comparatively easy for a bureau to make itself known to 
Police, Wardens, Post Offices, Assistance Board, P.A.C., and other 
local officials. | 


The unceasingly sought object should be to make the Bureau 
as well known as the Town Hall, the Post Office or the Employment 


Exchange - to fall short of the object is inevitable; not to attempt 
it would be to neglect a vital duty to the community. 


A.M. WATSON. 
Regional Officer. 
AMW/FG/ 15.9.41. 
Ref: NCSS/10/0C 165. 
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COUNTY BOROUGH 
OF WALSALL 


POST-RAID 
ADVICE BUREAU 


FOREWORD BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
EMERGENCY COMMITTEE. 


The intention of this leaflet is to present in summary 
form the plans which have been made for the immediate 
establishment of a public Advice Bureau following a severe raid 
on the Borough. 


In every town which has had the misfortune to experience 
heavy enemy attack it has been found that after the raid almost 
every person in or near to the raided area is confronted with 
personal problems of great urgency, the ready solution of 
which will do much to reduce distress and facilitate the resump- 
tion of an orderly life. It is with the object of providing a 
solution to such problems so far as is possible that the Advice 
Bureau will operate. 


The nature of the more important matters which will be 
dealt with at the Bureau will be manifest from a perusal of 
pages 2 to 7, though an endeavour will be made to answer 


any and every post-raid enquiry, even though it may not have 
been particularised herein. 


The Bureau will be staffed by official and voluntary workers 
acting in the closest co-operation. 


The location of the Bureau cannot be determined in 
advance. The Town Hall would be an obvious choice if 
conveniently situate and itself not seriously damaged. Should 
the Town Hall be too far away from the raided area, or should 
it be unusable, then the Bureau would be established at some 
other public building. A list of possible locations will be 
found on page 7, and we are indebted to the Education 
Committee and various religious bodies for permission to 
use their premises should this be necessary. 


The thanks of the Emergency Committee are extended to 
the Civic Guild of Help for the assistance they have given in 
recruiting and training a team of voluntary workers to assist 
the official staffs, and to these voluntary workers also our grat- 
itude is due for their offers of help should the need unfortun- 
ately arise for the establishment of the Bureau in Walsall. 


The proposals set out herein have been submitted to and 
approved by the Regional Offices of the Ministry of Health and 
the National Council of Social Service, whose helpful sugges- 
tions are greatly appreciated. 

E. P. DRABBLE. 
The Council House, 
Walsall, 
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OUTLINE OF THE 7 
ORGANISATION AT THE BUREAU 


General Enquiry Counter (at entrance). 


Staff. 10 Voluntary Workers from Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau. 


Objects. (a) Reception of Enquirers. 


(b) Ascertainment of purpose of visit to 
the Advice Bureau. 


(c) Direction of Enquirers to the various 
counters appropriate to their needs. (This may be. 
achieved by giving the enquirer a slip on which are 
indicated the numbers of the Counters to be visited). 


Examples :— 


For lost Ration Book enquiry—give slip on 
which is clearly written the Number of the Food 
Office Counter. 


For more than one enquiry—give the Numbers 
of the appropriate Counters as they would be 
reached in the course of an anti-clockwise tour 
of the Hall in which the Bureau is operating. 


For enquiries which cannot be dealt with by 
any other counter insert brief particulars of 
query and the Number of the Residual Enquiries 
Counter. 


Counter No. |.—National Registration Office:- 


Staff. | Member of Staff of National Registration 
Officer. 2 Volunteer Assistants. 


Object. Particulars will be taken of persons whose 
Identity Cards have been lost or destroyed, and a 
note made of the address to which notification of 
the issue of the new Identity Card can be forwarded. 
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Counter No. 2.—Food Office:— 


Staff. 4 Members of Staff of Food Officer. 


| Member of Staff of Chief Sanitary 
Inspector. 


2 Volunteer Assistants. 


Objects. (a) To deal with applications for replace- 
ment of lost Ration Books, and to issue Emergency 
Cards whilst the applicant is still in the Bureau. 


(b) To supply information re salvaging of 
damaged foodstuffs, and to initiate necessary action. 


Counter No. 3.—Wardens :— 


Staff. 3 Members of the Chief Wardens’ Staff. 


Object. To issue Gas Masks in cases where these 
have been lost or destroyed by enemy action. 


Counter No. 4.—Billeting, Evacuation and 


Travel Warrants:— 


Staff. | 2 Representatives of the Public Assistance 
Officer. 


2.Representatives of the Billeting Officer. 
2 Representatives of the Evacuation Officer. 
6 Volunteer Assistants. 


Objects. (a) To issue travel warrants to enable 
homeless persons who are unable to make alternative 
arrangements within the town to find refuge with 
relatives or friends outside Walsall. 


(b) To arrange for immediate care and 
accommodation of parentless children. 


(c) Toissue billeting certificates to house- 
holders within the Borough with whom homeless 
people have made their own arrangements. 
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(d) To billet or rehouse within the 
Borough such homeless as are unable to make their 
own arrangements. 


(e) To accept registrations of unaccom- 
panied children, mothers of children under school 
age and expectant mothers, from the evacuable area 
of Walsall, who are desirous of evacuation. 


Counter No. 5.—Assistance Board & Pensions:- 


Staff. 3 Members of Staff of Assistance Board 
Officer. 


2 Members of Staff of Chief Regional 
Officer, Ministry of Pensions. 


Objects. (a) To issue monetary assistance to per- 
sons who are temporarily without means. -; 


(b) To provide monetary assistance for 
the replacement of essential furniture and clothing, 
and to issue the necessary clothing coupons. 


(c) To deal with claims for personal 
injury allowances and pensions. 


Counter No. 6.—Damage to Premises, Claims 


and Repairs:— 


Staff. 2 Members of the Staff of the Borough 
Surveyor. 


| Member of the Staff of the Housing 
Manager. 


| Volunteer Assistant. 


Object. To deal with enquiries as to the repair 
of damaged premises. 


Counter No. 7.—Furniture:— 


Staff. | Representative of the Chief Sanitary 
Inspector. 


| Representative of the Housing Manager. 
2 Volunteer Assistants. 


Objects. (a) Removal, Storage, or Disinfestation 
of furniture. 


(b) Provision of new Furniture on Sale or 
Loan. 


Counter No. 8.—Women’s Voluntary Services:- 


Staff. © Members of Women’s Voluntary Services. 


Objects. (a) To provide essential clothing immed- 
iately required by persons rendered destitute. 


(b) To provide light refreshments for 
persons who have to stay in the Bureau for more 
than a short while. 


(c) To provide ‘‘Housewives’’ to accom- 
pany Air Raid Victims back to their damaged homes 
_ where necessary. 


Counter No. 9.—Casualty Bureau:— 


Staff. | 3 Representatives of the Medical Officer of 
Health 


| Member of Staff of Town Clerk. 
3 Members of the Citizens’ Advice Bureau. 


| Representative of the Soldiers’, Sailors’ 
and Airmen’s Families’ Association. 


Any Member of the Clergy in the locality 
who wishes to be present. 
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Objects. (a) To answer verbal enquiries as to 
casualties. (M.O.H.). 


(b) To take particulars of persons missing 
but not included in casualty lists. (M.O.H.). 


(c) To receive lists of persons in Rest 
Centres (Citizens’ Advice Bureau). 


(d) To receive and answer letters and 
telegrams received from persons outside Walsall 
enquiring as to safety of relatives and friends in 
Walsall. (Citizens’ Advice Bureau). 


(e) To deal with enquiries as to serving 
men and their families. 


(f) To answer enquiries as to burials. 


Counter No. 10.—Public Utility Services:— 


Staff. | Representatives of the Gas, Electricity and 
Water Undertakings. 


2 Volunteer Assistants. 


Object. To answer enquiries as to the restoration 
of Public Utility Services. 


Counter No. |li.—Transport:— 


Staff. | Representative of the Women’s Volun- 
tary Services. 


| Representative of the Transport Manager. 
Messengers. 


Object. To provide the necessary transport and 
Messengers for the Bureau. 
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Counter No. 12.—Residual Enquiries:— 


Staff. 6 Members of Citizens’ Advice Bureau. 


2 Representatives of the Local Information 
Committee. 


Object. To deal with enquiries not disposed of by 
any of the other counters. 


POSSIBLE LOCATIONS OF THE BUREAU 


THE TOWN HALL 


Schools and Halls which may be used in the 
event of the Town Hall being unsuitable. 


Butts Council School. 


Bloxwich Church of England, Senior and 
Junior Schools. 


Elmore Green Junior and Infants Schools. 
Blue Coat Junior—Hanch Place 
Wolverhampton Road Junior Mixed. 

St. Paul’s Church Hall. 

Spiritualist Hall. 

St. Patrick’s Catholic School. 

Delves Council School. 

Pleck Church of England School. 
Caldmore Gospel Hall. 

Leamore Council School. 


Published by the Walsall Corporation Emergency Com- 
mittee, and the Walsall Civic Guild of Help and 
Citizens’ Advice Bureau. 


SHEFFIELD CITY LIBRARIES 


TELEPHONE 
24031 - 2 


ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT, 
CENTRAL LIBRARY, SHEFFIELD, 1 


Tom Harrisson, ESQe y 

C/o The Editor, 

"Local Government Service", 
192: Edgwerebury Lane, 
Edgware, 

MIDDLESEX. 


Dear Sir, 


I ‘have read with interest your article "BLITZINFORMATION" in 
the August number of "Local Government Service", and agree with you as 
to the importance of giving full information to people after raids. I 
have assumed that the information you have about the work done in Sheffield 
was based on. personal observation without reference to the officials who 
were responsible. This, I am sure, is the correct approach, but I thought 
you would be. interested to know how we propose to deal with information in 
the rel and to what extent our plans and ne recommendations coincide. 


dominant factors emerged from our experience; one was the 
mon for adequate staff, and the other the need for training the staff. A 
third factor was that with the dislocation of transport services a large 
measure of po el a should be envisaged. - The question of staff 
was dealt with by assuming that 50% of the Libraries staff would not be 
necessary for the first ion or three weeks. after a raid for carrying out 
library duties, which temporarily decline very considerably. Accordingly, 
eight members of the Libraries staff were selected because of their natural 
ability and were given a comprehensive scheme of training by the officer 
who had led the information work during the heavy raids. They, in turn, 
are now passing this information on to junior members of the Libraries: 
staff and to voluntary workers recruited by the Council of Social Service. 
In this way it is hoped to staff the Administrative Centre in the Central 
Library and six Branch Information Centres, three of which will be in 
Branch Libraries and the remaining three in church halls or similar places. 
The: sealord umber of ae ‘who: ee 9 vad — is ge | the: 


Oitizens Advice Bureau , with the local authority's ngs n ais ews It was 
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our experience that the person best suited to directing the information 
service was one who had a clear understanding of the functions of local 
and central government, and this is more likely to reside in an intelli- 
gent local government officer than in an official of the Citizens Advice 
Bureaue. We certainly were extraordinarily fortunate in having one such 
here, and I know that he is regarded as an authority by the Citizens 
Advice Bureau who were constantly in touch with him, and even by lawyers 
dealing with their clients' war damage claims. 


There you have the main part of the organisation of Information 
Centrese But in addition to this, 10,000 copies of the "Where to go” 
Guide, a copy of which is enclosed, have been distributed to wardens, police, 
works welfare superintendents, ministers, social workers, bank managers, 
officers of the Home Guard and any other person who might be approached by 
members of the public for information. Some of the officers who will be 
on duty in the Rest Centres have also received training so that they may be 
able to conduct an elementary form of information service in the Rest Centres 
themselves. 


To some extent this might be regarded as an attempt at the pre- 
education of a section of the public, if not of the public as a whole, and 
I am disposed to think from my experience, not only in this work but as a 
librarian who is in constant touch with the public, that any further attempt 
to educate the public would be unsuccessful because of the difficulty of 
persuading people to read notices, pamphlets or newspaper advertisements, 
and because, in any case, there is a great deal to know which demands a 
degree of study and concentration which is beyond average capacity. Most 
people want to know what to do in the circumstances in which they find them- 
selves. They do not want to make the effort, even if they are able, to 
. interpret government orders, etc. 


May I comment on the points in your “Immediate Programe". - I 
agree with (1). What you state in (2) actually happens here, but merely 
through the accident of my being the Honorary Secretary of the Local Information 
Committee, and, having received the sanction of the City Council to do this 
work, it may be said that there is in effect a permanent officer in this 
target areas I agree with (3). As you will see from the above, we have 
implemented (4.) except, of course, that we cannot give any financial support. 

I agree about (5), except that tobacco kiosks are unsuitable since it is 
important that the large number of people who come to make enquiries, some 
of whom mst inevitably be kept waiting, should have cover from the weather. 
Your point (6) is neither desirable nor possible. The Medical Officer of 
Health's Department is clearly the most suitable one for issuing lists of 
injured since these usually receive treatment in hospitals and at first-aid 
posts, and the Civilian War Deaths Department should be responsible for 
. issuing the list of those who have been killed. This Department works 

in close conjunction with the police, and I enclose a report by the person 
in charge on the way in which the Department functions. It seems to me 
both coherent and appropriate. Your point (7) we have covered by having 
\@ large number of posters printed for each Information Centre with the words 
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"For help and information go to ..ccccccccccosecccceseeebranch Information 
CONTE, eosccccccccescccsevcceseceeees All the necessary permissions for 
displaying these posters have already been granted and a street list of the 
positions in which they have to be posted has been prepared, so that by 
eleven o'clock on the morning after a raid it is hoped that 450 posters 
will be displayed. With your first sentence in point (8) I am in whole- 
hearted agreement and have made this point several times to our Information 
Officers. There is now available in Sheffield a pamphlet, admittedly not 
illustrated, but based on a recommendation contained in one of the Ministry 
of Health circulars. You add a point in (9) which we had not thoughtof. 
We have organised loud-speaker vans, but had thought principally in terms 
of giving them messages to announce. It would certainly be an advantage 
to have someone with these vans who could answer questions. All 
Information Officers carry a special written authority. Your ‘Helpful 
Warden' suggestion is excellent; so far we have not gone beyond occasional 
evening lectures at Wardens' Posts. I think point (10) is likely to be 
needed, although in my own mind Iaam quite definite that the only way in 
which the Ministry of Information could organise such a service would be 

to use the experienced staffs of local authorities. They certainly do 
not, at present, have the staff for this work, nor, so far as I can gather, 
are they in a position to recruit the right kind of staff for ite Point 
(11) is also good. We have planned alternative accommodation but have 
not gone further. Point (12) is only possible when the heavy demand 
after a raid has subsided, and in our Information Centre at present any 
assistant dealing with an. enquiry has to complete a form on which is 
stated the action taken. This is checked daily by the officer in charge, 
who, I might mention, does all he can to correct any inadequacies which 
show themselves, not only from the point of view of his own staff, but 
from the point of view of the various local and national departments 
involved. This, as you can imagine, is a delicate duty. I am in entire 
agreement with point (14) and, for that matter, would welcome any success- 
ful developments in (13). 


May I thank you once again for your article. It is one of the 


few written by a layman which has shown a clear understanding of the problem, 
and an equally clear understanding of its solution. 


If you are likely ever to be in the Sheffield area I hope that you 
will find time to see me. I feel that the importance of an adequate 
information service has not been realised; our experience has been useful; 
and if you can gain something from it to strengthen your appeal for better 
support and organisation of the information services nationally, I shall be 
happy to explain our ideas at greater length than is possible in a letter. 


am 


City Librarian. 
meray Information officer. 
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SHEFFIELD CITY LIBRARIES. 


ADMINISTRATION DEPT., 
CENTRAL LIBRARY, 


SHEFFIELD, 1. 


29th August, 1941 


Tom Harrisson Esq.;, 
82, Ladbroke Road, 
LONDON W. Lle 


Dear Mr. Harrisson, 


Certainly you may use any points in my letter to you, 
but I would ask you particularly not to quote my name, or to make any 
reference which would seem to imply that you have it from me. The 
reason for this perhaps strange request, is that the information services 
are operated by the Public Welfare Department and myself, involving two 
chief and two senior officers, and I am anxious that no personal 
difficulties should mar the extremely harmonious relations which now 
exist among us. I do not for a moment suggest that a resentment would 
be caused, but human nature being what it is, I prefer to take no chances. 


With regard to your suggestion of producing the article 
as a pamphlet, I understand that the "Local Government Service" is | 
publishing another article on this subject, and the Editor also asked 
me to do one about our own organisation. I fear that I am too busy | 
to do this, but propose to ask my Deputy, who has a far greater grasp) 
of the detail of the organisation than I have, whether he can do it. | 
What I hope you will do, is to come here someday, examine our own systen, 
and consider its relationship with the Ministry of Information as | 
practised in Sheffield, and then, in the light of this knowledge, revise 
your original article so that your suggestions will form a definite 
basis for the organisation of information services throughout the country. | 
Your article was splendid, but in one or two directions it might be 
improved. Clearly, it is impossible for me to explain in detail the 
whole of our organisation, either in a letter or an article, and I hope 
that either you or one of your staff will find it possible to visit us 


soon. The matter is of profound importance, and should be ventilated 
by someone whose voice is authoritative. 


Yours garigeredy; 
CE 
Ax<fe 


‘ q 
| PF a pxrty Librarian. 
Emergency Information Officer. 
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Wational Association of Local Government Officers. 


Telephone: WHITEHALL 9351 (72 ods 
Telegrams : NATASSOC, PARL, LONDON, AL 


Communications relating to separate sections of 
the Association should be sent as separate letters. 


All letters to be addressed to the— 
GENERAL SECRETARY. 
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view. of our aoReF, "expert" 
failure to circulate information 
f many Stock “rTrouses and 
Che ave a gE A.R.P. worker the 
scarcely jus iés an article oot tka r 
such length, If, nevertheless, you can 
produce paper for it*a nd give us the 
initial support of an advance order for a 
substantial number of copies, we will of 
course ¢ladly look into the matter further 
but quite frankly I do not feel very hoy peful 
that we should undertake publication. 


Yours sincerely, 


balats C 
e BUN Ai 


THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SERVICE 


(INCORPORATED) 
Patron: HIS MAJESTY THE KING 
Vice-patron: H.R.H. THE DUKE OF KENT, K.G., P.C., K.T. President : SIR P. MALCOLM STEWART, Bart., L.D. 


Voluntary Social Service Organisations in time of War 


| CIVIL DEFENCE REGION No. 10 


SELNEC HOUSE, FALLOWFIELD, MANCHESTER 14 
Telephone : RUSholme 2877-2878 


Regional Officer: A. M. WATSON 


Please refer to3- 


t.Harrison, Esq., : 
c/o Local Government Service, 
National Association of 
Local Government Officers, 
21, Abingdon Street, 
London.s.W.l. 20th September,1941. 


Dear Mr.Harrison, 


I was extremely interested in your most able article 
in the August issue of Local Government service. I think 
you will like to know that I have raised the matter with 
the North Western Regional Advisory Committee of the 
Ministry of Information - of which I am a member — and 
have secured that copies of the article be sent to all 
members of the Committee, and a special meeting is to be 
held to consider what steps should be taken in this region 
to improve Information Services ,and,in particular what 
you call the pre-education of the citizen. : 

Further, I have taken the liberty of re-printing 
a fairly full extract from the article and have circulated 
this to all Citizens' Advice Bureaux in this Region - 
there are 163 such Bureaux in the North West -. I enclose 
copy of the duplicated extract. 


I hope you will agree with the action taken, and 
also that you will feel that the extract I have made is 
sufficiently comprehensive - I felt it to be necessary 
to shorten the article as much as possible in the hope 
that Bureau Committees would digest it the better. 


Yours sincerely, 


Regional Officer. 
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Rational Ag@Sciation of Local Government Officers. 


TELEPHONE : 


EDGWARE 2025 192, EDGWAREBURY LANE, 
EDGWARE, 
Middlesex. 


An A.B.C. of 
Information 


Published by 
Burnley Corporation 


AFTER AN AIR RAID 


AN A.B.C. OF INFORMATION 
FOR THE TOWNSPEOPLE OF BURNLEY. 


ACCOMMODATION. 


You are advised to make arrangements NOW 
with a relative or friend who would be able to put 
you up temporarily in the event of your home being 
destroyed or rendered uninhabitable owing to enemy 
action, so that you could go there immediately after- 
wards. 


ADDRESSES. 


Supplies of cards for the redirection of letters 
will be available at the Information Centre which 
will be set up at the Town Hall, Burnley, after an 
air raid. If your house has been damaged or 
demolished and you go to a relative or friend, you 
should immediately notify a warden or the police, to 
avoid waste of valuable time in searching amongst 
debris or otherwise tracing you. 


ANIMALS. 


_ Care will be taken of animal casualties by the 
National Air Raid Precautions Animals Committee 
(N.A.R.P.A.C.). Headquarters: 35, Church Street, 
Burnley. 


BILLETING. 


If you are rendered homeless and have no 
friends or relatives who can accommodate you, or 
are unable to find a new home for yourself, the 
Billeting Officer will endeavour to find accommoda- 
tion for you either in empty houses or in temporary 
billets until you are able to find new accommodation: 
for yourself. In this case the householder on whom 
you are billeted will be paid a billeting allowance of 
5/- a week for adults and 3/- a week for children 
under 14, towards which you may be required to 
make a contribution not exceeding the amount of 
the billeting allowance. 


CASUALTIES. 


If you are injured in an air raid, the A.R.P. 
Casualty Services will be quickly on the spot and 
will attend to you. All serious casualties will be 
conveyed to the local Hospitals. Casualties able to 
walk must go to the nearest First Aid Post. These 


are at:— 
Elizabeth Street Clinic; 
Throstle Mill, Elm Street; 


Gannow (adjoining Gannow Baths, Gannow 
Lane); and 


Primrose Bank Institution, Briercliffe Road. 


Enquiries about injured relatives should be made 
to the Casualty Bureau at the Town Hall, where all 
information relating to casualties will be posted as 
soon as possible after an air raid. Do NOT enquire 
at the Hospitals or First Aid Posts about casualties. 


CLOTHING. 


If your income is under £400 a year and you 
have dependants, or under £250 a year and you have 
no dependants, money will be advanced to you by 
the Assistance Board to replace essential clothes. 
Apply at Ashfield House, Burnley, or at _ the 
Information Centre at the Town Hall. 


The W.V.S. have depots in Burnley at which 
essential clothing is stored. Those who are in need 
should apply at the W.V.S. Headquarters, 33, Church 
Street, 125, St. James’s Street, or at the Information 
Centre. 


COMMUNITY FEEDING. 


The Burnley Corporation are in course of 
providing Kitchens and Dining Rooms to be used 
as Feeding Centres. These will at all times provide 
cheap meals for those who desire them, and will 
assist in the feeding of those who are rendered 
homeless, or who are unable to cook their own 
meals due to the failure of the utility services, 
upon the use of which these kitchens are not 
dependent. You should watch the local press from 
time to time for the development of this service. 


CONTAMINATION. 


Persons contaminated by war gas should imme- 
diately attend at the nearest First Aid Post, where 
cleansing facilities are available (see “ Casualties ”’). 


Persons who are only lightly contaminated 
might prefer to cleanse themselves at their own 


home or in the home of a friend where a hot bath — 


can be obtained quickly. Remove outer clothing and 


leave it outside the house, have a bath in hot 
running water, and bathe the eyes in warm water. 
Notify the nearest warden, who will arrange for 
the contaminated clothing to be collected, decon- 
taminated and returned. 


DEATHS. 


The bodies of persons killed in air raids will 
normally be taken to the Municipal Mortuary at 
Spafield Mill, Todmorden Road. A list of casualties 
will be exhibited outside the Town Halil. If relatives 
wish to claim a body for burial they should apply at 
the Casualty Bureau at the Town Hall, when a 
Certificate of Burial will be issued by the Town 
Clerk and authority given for the removal of the 
body, in which case it will NOT be necessary to 
register the death with either of the Registrars. In 
all other cases the Local Authority wiil arrange for 
the burial, and a notification will be sent to the next 
of kin as early as possible giving details of the time 
and place of burial. 


In the event of a light bombing attack, relatives 
or friends may take charge of a body on their 
satisfying the Rescue or First Aid Parties or Air 
Raid Wardens of their identity. It must be borne in 
mind that in this case the person taking charge of 
the body must register the death with one of the 
Registrars of Births, Deaths and Marriages. 


The offices of the Registrars are: 


EAST WARD (comprising Danes House, Fulledge, 
St. Andrew’s, St. Paul’s, St. Peter’s 
and Stoneyholme Wards of _ the 
County Borough and all Hospitals )— 
21, NICHOLAS STREET. 


WEST WARD (comprising Burnley Wood, Gan- 
now, Healey, Lowerhouse, Trinity 
and Whittlefield Wards of the 
County Borough)—20, NICHOLAS 
STREET. 


FAMILIES. 


If you have become separated from some of 
‘your family and do not know where to find them, 
apply to the Information Centre at the Town Hall. 
As soon as you have settied down in your new 
address, write to your friends and let them know 


where you are, in order to save unnecessary 
enquiries. 


FOOD. 

It is the duty of the Food Executive Officer to 
ensure that adequate supplies of foodstuffs are avail- 
able in the town for the requirements of the 
residents, and particularly for those rendered home- 
less, and arrangements to this end have been made. 


If found necessary, temporary Food Offices will 
be opened to deal with enquiries and to give informa- 
tion, and the staff will co-operate with the Public 
Assistance Department in arranging for food sup- 
plies for the feeding of homeless persons. 


The community kitchens and dining rooms in 
the course of being established will be in constant 
use and, if necessary, cafes, restaurants, works 
canteens, etc., will be called upon to assist. 


The local butchers havé arranged schemes for 
- mutual assistance, as have the dairymen and pur- 
veyors of milk, and such arrangements will be put 
into operation for the benefit of those members of 
the public whose retailers have had their shops or 
premises damaged. The proprietors of undamaged 
shops will, where possible, be requested to assist in 
serving the needs of the additional customers whose 
usual shopping establishments have been put out of 


action and, if necessary, suitable premises will also, 


be utilised for the temporary sale of foodstuffs by 
traders so disturbed. Arrangements have been made 
to notify all householders where they can obtain food 
supplies in the event of their usual shops having 
been damaged. 


FURNITURE. 


The Corporation will, if requested by you, 
remove and store for you any furniture which is 
re-usable. If furniture has been destroyed and the 
income of your household is not over £400 a year, 
money will be advanced to you by the Assistance 
Board to buy fresh essential furniture. It will help 
if you can produce an inventory or list of the furni- 
ture you possessed. Apply to Ashfield House, or the 
Information Centre at the Town Hall. In any event, 
if your furniture and household effects have been 
damaged, obtain a claim form from the Information 
Centre. 


HOUSES—WAR DAMAGE. 


If you own your house or hold it on a long lease 
and it is either damaged or destroyed, you will be 
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entitled to make a claim for compensation. Ask for 
a claim form at the Information Centre at the Town 
Hall. 


If your house can be made habitable, immediate 
first-aid repairs will be carried out by the Corpora- 
tion through the Borough Surveyor. Immediate 
permanent repairs may be executed in suitable cases. 
No charges for repairs will be collected from the 
owner of the property until after the war. 


INFORMATION CENTRE. 


An Information Centre will be opened at the 
Town Hall immediately after a bombing attack on 
Burnley. If circumstances warrant, arrangements 
will be made fer loud speaker vans to come to the 
town to broadcast advice, which should be closely 
followed. 


INJURIES. 


If you are injured in an air raid, you should 
apply for an injury allowance to the nearest office of 
the Assistance Board wherever you are. Injury 
allowances are not subject to any means test. If, as 


a result of being injured, you are in urgent need 


before the first payment of an injury allowance is 
due, you can apply to the Assistance Board for 
immediate help. 


LOST ARTICLES. 


Food Ration Book. 


Apply at the Local Food Office, Central 
Library (Red Lion Street entrance). 


Gas Mask. 


If you have iost your gas mask as a result of 
the raid, you can get another one free from 
the Information Centre, Town Hall. 


identity Card. 


Application for a new Identity Card should be 
made at the National Registration Ofilice, 
Central Library (Red Lion Street entrance). 


National Health Insurance Card. 


Get a new card from the Information Centre, 
Town Hall, or from a Post Office, and notify 
the Ministry of Health, Insurance Depart- 
ment, Biackpool, Lancs., of the loss. 


Pension Book. 


For an old age, widow’s or orphan’s pension, 
write for a new book to the Ministry of 
Health, Pensions Branch, Blackpool, giving 
full name, former and new addresses and 
nearest Post Office. If you are in need in the 
meantime, apply to the Assistance Board, 
Ashfield House, or at the Information Centre, 
Town Hall, 


Unemployment Book. 


Any person rendered temporarily unemployed 
or who loses his Unemployment Book through 
enemy action should enquire at the Employ- 
ment Exchange, Finsley Gate, Burnley, or at 
the Information Centre, Town Hall. 


Army Allowance. 


If your documents are lost, apply to the 
Assistance Board, or at the Information 
Centre, Town Hall. 


MONEY. 


If you are in need as a resuit of enemy action, 
you should explain your circumstances to _ the 
Assistance Board Officer, who, if satisfied with your 
case, will help you. Apply to Ashfield House. 


If you have been evacuated and billeted by the 
Billeting Officer, you will find it quicker to go to the 
Employment Exchange and show your Billeting 
Certificate. 


If you have relatives or friends who can put you 
up, and you cannot get to them without help, you 
should apply to the Public Assistance Department, 
Nicholas Street, for a travelling voucher. 


ORPHANS. 


Notification should be sent to the Relieving 
Officer or to the Public Assistance Department, 
Nicholas Street, of any children who have become 
orphans as a result of air raids. 


PENSIONS FOR WAR INJURIES. 


Pensions will be payable to those normally 
dependent upon wages or earnings, who are found 
to be suffering serious and prolonged disablement, 
and to widows, orphans and, in certain cases, to 
other dependants of those killed as a result of enemy 
action. Application should be made to the Ministry 
of Pensions, Sunlight House, Quay Street, Man- 
chester, or to a local office of the Ministry which will 
be set up in the town, if the Ministry consider that 
circumstances require it. 


REST CENTRES. 


If enemy action has destroyed your home or 
affected it so that you cannot live in it for the time 
being, and you cannot go at once to relatives or 
neighbours, you should go to the nearest Rest 
Centre, at which meals and temporary shelter will 
be provided. The addresses of the Rest Centres are 
given below. The wardens or police will tell you to 
which Centre to go. The purpose of the Rest Centres 
is to provide a temporary home for a few days at 
the most while other arrangements can be made. 


Bethesda Congregational Sunday School, Bethesda 
Street. . 

St. James’s School, Bethesda Street. 

Open Air School, Bank Hall. 

Ebenezer Baptist Sunday School, Colne Road. 

Nursery School, Accrington Road. 

Accrington Road Methodist Sunday School, 
Accrington Road. 

Myrtle Bank Sunday School, Cog Lane. 

Lane Head School, Lane Head, 


Jubilee Methodist Sunday School, Padiham Road. 

Fulledge Methodist Sunday School, Helena and 
Eliza Streets. 

Salvation Army Citadel, Holmes Street. 

Queensgate Methodist Church, Queensgate. 

Manchester Road Methodist Sunday School, Picca- 
dilly Road. 


St. Matthew’s Sunday School, Piccadilly Road. 


TOOLS. 


If your income is under £250 a year, or under 
£400 if you have dependants, you may obtain a grant 
to replace tools which are essential to your work. 
Apply to the Assistance Board, Ashfield House, or 
the Information Centre, Town Hall. 


TOWN HALL (ALTERNATIVE). 


If as a result of enemy action the Town Hall is 
made uninhabitable, then arrangements have been 
made to use the MUNICIPAL COLLEGE, 
ORMEROD ROAD, BURNLEY, as the alterna- 
tive Town Hall. 


UNEMPLOYMENT. 


If your place of employment is destroyed or 
damaged and you are unemployed, apply at the 
Employment Exchange for assistance. 


WASTE MATTER AND SEWAGE. 


If the sewers should be put out of action, you 
must not use your water closet, sink or other drain 
until you have been informed that they have been 
repaired. 


If you have a — * or if there is waste land 
near at hand, then— 


Dig a trench as far away from dwellings as 
possible. The trench should be at least 2 feet 
deep, about 2 feet wide at the top and about 
1 foot wide at the bottom, and as long as neces- 
sary. Collect all liquid and solid kitchen waste 
and excreta in buckets and empty it into the 
trench, and immediately cover it with earth. 


If you have no garden or if there is no waste 
land near— 

Mix excreta and solid kitchen waste with 
ashes or earth in the dustbin. As far as possible 
keep other liquid waste material in buckets or 
other receptacles until such time as it can be 
collected by the Local Authority. 


Do not put into the trench, dustbin or buckets 
anything which you can burn either in the kitchen 
fire or at the bottom of your garden. 


WATER. 


After an air attack, boil for fifteen minutes all 
water drawn for drinking and preparation of food, 
and do so until notified that this precaution may be 
dispensed with. If mains are broken, every effort 
will be made to supply drinking water from travel- 
ling tanks. This water also should be boiled before 
use. 
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If in doubt, enquire at the Information Ccntre, 
Town Hall, in person. 
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l. EMERGENCY REST CENTRES FOR AIR 
RAID REFUGEES. 


The Rest Centres are intended to provide a tem- 
porary home for one or two days while other 
arrangements are being made. They have to be 
cleared to make room for other persons who may 
become homeless from later raids. There are 
facilities for feeding, resting and washing. Per- 
sons turned out of their homes because of unex- 
pioded bombs in their neighbourhood will be 
received there as well as those whose homes are 
damaged or destroyed. The premises available 
for this purpose are as follows:— 

First Line Centres. Person in Charge. 
(1) Methodist Schools, Mr. E. Arrowsmith, 
High St., Pinfold, Bloxwich. 97 Harrison Street, 


Bloxwich. 
Tel. : No.—Blox. : 66407 (Mr. Noakes. } 


(2) Roman Catholic Schools, Rev. J. Hanrahan, 
Harrison Street, Bloxwich. 208 High Street, 
(will not be used until centre Bloxwich. 


(1) is full) Tel. : No.—Blox. : 66265 
(3) Central Hall Mission, Rev. R. Ballard, 
Ablewell Street, Walsall. 28 Princes Avenue, 
(Paddock Lane entrance) Walsall. 
Tel. : No.—Wal. : 2660 
(4) Relief Offices, P.A.C Officer, 
Pleck Road Walsall 29 Leicester Street, 


(Adjoining Beacon Lodge) Walsall, 
Tel. : No.—Wal. : 3141 (day), Wal. : 2007 (night) 


Second Line Centres (Will only be used after First 
Line Centres are full). 


(5) Methodist Schools, Rev. E. M. Wilson, 
Bescot Road, Pleck, 85 Bescot Road, 
Walsall. Walsall. 

Tel. : No.—Wal. : 3926. 

(6) Baptist Schools, Rev. C. E. Bayliss, 
Caldmore Road, 9 Princes Avenue, 
Walsall. Walsall. 


Tel. : No.—Wal. : 4903. 
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Second Line Centres Person in Charge 


(7) Leamore Methodist Rev. A. H. Carter 
Schools, ‘*Westernville’ 
Bloxwich Road, Lichfield Road, 
Walsall. Rushall. 


(Keys at 19 Cope St. Leamore) 
Tel. Nc. Wal. 4367 


(8) Blakenall Congregational Mrs. E. Blake, 
Church Schools, 98 Chantry Avenue 
Chantry Avenue, West. 

Walsall. Tel. No.—Blox. 66350 (Mr. F. Smith) 
Third Line Centres 

(9) Congregational Church Miss K. Whitfield, B.A. 
Schools, 85 Highgate Road, 
Wednesbury Road, Walsall. 

Walsall. Tel. No—Walsall 2481 
(Mr. Neville) 

(10) Stafford Street Methodist Rev. J. Mainwaring, 

Schools, Walsall ‘* Fluelen,” Mellish Rd., 
Walsall. 


Tel. No. Wal. 2423 


The Public Assistance Officer is responsible for 
the general organisation and supervision of the 
Rest Centres. 


Whilst an air raid is still on, Wardens will direct 
any persons rendered homeless to the nearest 
shelter, and the persons should remain there until 
the raid is over. By this time the Wardens should 
_be in a position to inform them which rest centres 
are in operation and what transport is available 
to take them there. 


Shelter accommodation is being provided at or 
near all rest centres and those in charge of the 
centres will direct the homeless persons thereto 
when required. 


2. SUPPLEMENTARY REST CENTRES. 


In addition to the Emergency Rest Centres set 
out above, arrangements have also been made with 
the proprietors of the following Clubs and owners 
of Hotels, whereby persons in the immediate 
neighbourhood rendered homeless may be pro- 
vided temporarily with a night’s food and shelter: 


CLUBS. 


1. The Caldmore Liberal Club, Caldmore. 

2. Walsall Working Men’s Club, Milton St. 

3. Wilkes Excelsior Club, Park Road, Blox- 
wich. 

4. North Walsall Working Men’s Club, 1, 
Essex Street. 

5. Chuckery Working Men's Club, Lincoln 
Road. 

6. Caldmore Conservative Club, West Brom- 
wich Street. 

HOTELS. 

1. Harden Inn, Coalpool. 

2. Royal Oak, Well Lane. 

3. Royal Exchange, Stafford Road, Bloxwich. 

4. The Tiger, Walstead Road. 

5. King’s Arms, High Street, Bloxwich. 

6. Delves Inn, West Bromwich Road. 

7. Cambridge Inn, Arundel Street. 

8. Spring Cottage, Holtshill Lane. 

9. Dilke Arms, Aldridge Road. 

10. George V., Wallows Lane. 

11. Horse and Jockey, Bloxwich Road. 

12. Duke of York, Lumley Road. 

13. Malt Shovel, Birmingham Road. 

14. Fulbrook Inn, West Bromwich Road. 

15. Bridge Inn, Wolverhampton Road. 

16. Bell Vue, Moat Road. 
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17. Derby Arms, Raleigh Street. 

18. Royal Oak, Lord Street. 

19. Bradford Arms, Milton Street. 

20. Coalpool Tavern, Coalpool Lane. 

21. [he Cottage, Harden Road. 

22. Green Rock, Green Rock Lane. 

23. Alma, Bentley Lane. 

24. Hope and Anchor, Wednesbury Road. 
25. Red House, Sutton Road. 


3. EMERGENCY FEEDING CENTRES. 


Emergency Feeding Centres are being provided 
at various schools. They will be opened in case of 
need for use either by those who are rendered 
homeless or who are unable to provide meals for 
themselves in their own homes. Meals will be 
simple ones, supplied at the lowest possible prices, 
and all who can will be expected to pay for the 
food obtained. Jhe Schools are as follows:— 


1. R. C. Thomas Senior Girls’ School, Field 
Road. 
2. Tantarra Street Feeding Centre. 
3. Hillary Street Senior School. 
4. Whitehall School, Weston Street. 
5. Blakenall Heath Junior School, Blakenall 
Lane. 
6. St. Mary’s R.C. School, Glebe Street. 
7. Croft Street Junior School. 
8. Wolverhampton Road Senior School. 
9. Palfrey School, Milton Street. 
10. Joseph Leckie School, Walstead Road West. 
11. Harden Junior School, Goldsmith Road. 
12. Elmore Green Central School. 
13. Chuckery Senior Girls’ School. 
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The Director of Education (Telephone No.: 
Day—Walsall 3161, Night—Walsall 3319) is 
responsible for the general management of the 
Feeding Centres. Those near Rest Centres will 
be run in conjunction with such centres so far as 
practicable. 


In addition to the Emergency Feeding Centres, 
the British Restaurant in Dale Street will shortly 
be available for the provision of emergency meals 
following a raid. 


The catering establishments in the town are pre- 
paring plans for serving a simple but sustaining 
meal to anyone who can pay the small charge 
which will be made. The establishments co- 
operating in these arrangements will, following a 
heavy raid on Walsall, display a poster, indicating 
that emergency meals can be obtained on their 
premises. 


4. POST RAID ACCOMMODATION FOR 
HOMELESS PERSONS. 


(a) Accommodation with Friends and Relatives. 

It homeless persons have either friends or rela- 
tives who can put them up, they should go there 
elther from the Rest Centre or direct from their 
old homes. If they cannot get to such friends and 
relatives without financial help, application shou!d 
be made to the Public Assistance Officer, 29, 
Leicester Street, Walsall, for assistance. 


(b) Accommodation in Billets, etc. 

If homeless persons have no friends or relatives 
to whom they can go, accommodation will be 
found in billets or in houses taken over by the 
Corporation. These may sometimes be at a dis- 
tance from destroyed homes. Arrangements for 
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this temporary accommodation will be made by 
the Housing Manager, 7, Hatherton Road, Wal- 
sall (Tel. No. 4559), who acts as Billeting Officer 
for the Corporation. 


5. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR AIR 
RAID VICTIMS. 


(a) Prevention and Relief of Distress Scheme. 


Advances of money to air raid victims tem- 
porarily without means may be made by the 
Assistance Board Officer, York Buildings, Brad- 
ford Street, Walsall. Bulleted persons may apply 
at the nearest Employment Exchange. 


(b) Immediate Needs. 
Advances will be made on the following basis: 


(1) Essential personal clothing and furni- 
ture.—Amount of damage as per Assist- 
ance Board Officer’s Valuation. 

The necessary clothing coupons will be 
issued when the advance is made. 

(11) Essential articles of personal use.— 
Amount of damage as estimated by 
Assistance Board Officer, but not exceed- 
ing £25 in respect of any one article. 


(i111) Tools vital for continued exercise of per- 
son's trade or profession.—Amount of 
damage as estimated by Assistance 
Board Officer, but not exceeding £50 in 
respect of any one claimant. 


(iv) Retailer’s stock (unless insured under the 
Board of Trade Commodities Insurance 
Scheme).—Amount of damage as per 
Assistance Board Officer’s Valuation, 


but not exceeding £50 in respect of any 
one claimant. 
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Liability to replace or repair war damaged 
goods on hire purchase, etc., is dealt with in the 
Liability for War Damage (Miscellaneous Provi- 
sions) Act, 1939. The general effect of the Act is 
to remove all such liability, but there are excep- 


tions, for which reference should be made to the 
Act. 


6. WAR DAMAGE TO LANDS AND 
BUILDINGS. 


The Government Scheme of Compensation for 
damage to lands, buildings and other immovable 
property is set out in Part 1 of the War Damage 
Act, 1941. For the purpose of administering this 
scheme the War Damage Commission has _ been 
constituted. It is the duty of the War Damage 
Commission to make payments for damage, but 
not to deal with repairs. 


The scheme is a compulsory one and contribu- 
tions in respect of contributory properties are 
based on the assessment of Income [Tax Schedule 
A. A contribution in respect of any contributory 
property 1s payable by five annual instalments 
becoming due on the Ist July, 1941, and there- 
after annually each of four subsequent years. The 
amount of each instalment is 2/- in the £ of the 
contributory value of the contributory property. 
Instalments of the contributions will be assessed 
and collected by the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue. 


If any buildings or lands suffer war damage and 
it is desired to make a claim, Form C.1, which may 
be obtained from the Town Clerk's Office (Rooms 
8 or 214), Council House, Walsall, must be filled 
up and sent to the War Damage Commission, 
Regional Office, Midland Hospital, Easy Row, 
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Birmingham, within 30 days of the date of the 
damage. 


No claim of less than £5 in respect of any 
property will be entertained; except that repeated 
damage to the same property or damage to build- 
ings in one ownership and in the same Local 
Authority area may be taken together for the pur- 
poses of this limit. 


Payment under the Act may be for either:— 


(a) The cost of making good the damage (Cost of 
Works Payment), or 


(b) The amount of the loss (Value Payment). 


In either event the Commission will pay for any 
temporary repairs (Temporary Works Payment) 
of an urgent nature which have been carried out 
or may be arranged. 


A cost of works payment is usually the amount 
expended in making good the damage. 


A value payment will be equal to the deprecia- 
tion, consequent on the war damage, in the value 
of the property ascertained as if the property had 
been put up for sale at 3lst March, 1939. In cal- 
culating the amount of depreciation the Commis- 
sion will make allowance for the cost of clearing 
the land on which the building stood. The value 
received for materials from the damaged building 
saved or sold will be treated as offset against the 
loss. 

The fact that temporary repairs have been or 
may be carried out by the Corporation should not 
prevent the owner or other interested person com- 
pleting Form C.1 referred to above. This is 
necessary in order that such person may obtain 
later either the cost of full repair or the value pay- 
ment to which he or she may be entitled. 
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It is the duty of the owner or any interested per- 
son to prevent any increase in the amount of the 
damage so far as is reasonably possible. Any per- 
son who omits to take such precautions will be 
liable to bear the cost of making good any addi- 
tional damage due to his neglect. 


The Cost of Works payments will in general 
only be made when the Commission consider it 
economical to repair the property: that is to say, 
if the repaired property will be worth more when 
repaired than the cost of repair plus the value of 
the site. This type of payment will be made after 
the completion of the work as soon as the Commis- 


sion has satisfied itself that the cost of the work 
is reasonable. 


Value Payments will not be made until a date 
to be fixed, almost certainly after the war; except 
that they may be made sooner when necessary in 
the public interest. For example, the immediate 
construction on another site of a new building 
urgently required in place of one destroyed. 
Value Pay ments carry interest at 24° per annum 
from the date of damage. Interest will be paid 
at the time of final settlement. 


The right to receive a value payment does not 
attach to the damaged premises but to the persons 
having interests therein at the time of damage, 
and it cannot be made over to any other persons 
without the consent of the Commission. 


The Commission will decide whether Cost of 
Works or Value Payments are to be made. 


Reasonable professional fees in respect of work 
of restoration may be included in a Cost of Works 
payment, but no valuer’s fees will be allowed in 
respect of the preparation of any claim. 
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In special cases payment in advance may be 
made to a person who has an established case and 
who is in need of funds either for (a) securing 
housing accommodation, or for (b) securing trade 
or business premises. Ihe payment will not 
exceed the amount due or £800 in each case. 
Applications for such payment should be made on 
Form C.5, which can be obtained from the 
Regional Office of the Commission. 


The above notes are only a brief synopsis of the 
main items concerning claims for damage to lands 
and buildings under the War Damage Act, 1941. 
If further information is required concerning any 
specific case legal advice may be desirable. 


7. WAR DAMAGE TO GOODS AND 
CHATTELS. 


Insurance schemes to compensate for war 
damage to goods and chattels have been instituted 
by the Board of Trade under Part II. of the War 
Damage Act, 1941. These include:— 


(a) A Business Scheme, under which manufac- 

turers and traders are able to insure their 
goods, plant and machinery (i.e., plant and 
machinery which is not rated with the 
building and business equipment). 


(b) A special Business Scheme for Farmers, 
under which farmers are able to insure 
their property, implements, crops, live- 
stock and produce. 


(c) A private Chattels Scheme, under which 
everyone is able to insure his clothing, 
furniture and other personal effects. 


In general, payment will be deferred until after 
the war and interest at 24° per annum will accrue 
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from the date of the damage on the amount due, 
but will not be paid until the final settlement. 


In the following cases earlier payment (in whole 
or in part) may be made:— 

(i) Under the business scheme and the special 
scheme for farmers, if the total amount of 
the claim does not exceed £100 or the 
Board of Trade are satisfied that the re- 


placement or repair of the goods is expedi- 
ent in the public interest. 


(11) Under the private chattels scheme, if the 
total amount of the claim does not exceed 
£25 or the Board of Trade are satisfied that 
the payment in whole or in part should be 
made to avoid undue hardship. 


Claims under the Business Scheme should be 


made to the appropriate insurance agent within 30 
days of the damage. 


Claims in respect of the Personal Chattels 
Scheme should be made, on Form P.C.S.3, to the 
insurance agent with whom the policy of insurance 
has been taken out, or if free compensation alone 
is relied upon, on Form P.C.$.4, to the District 
Valuer, within 30 days of the damage. 


Under the Business Scheme, if a person has 
goods which are worth more than £1,000 he must 
insure them, and it is an offence not to do so. If 
the goods in this class are worth £1,000 or less, 
insurance is not obligatory, but is essential if com- 
pensation is to be paid. The rate of premium for 
the whole period from the beginning of the war 
to 30th September, 1941, is 30/- per cent. 


Under the Private Chattels Scheme free com- 
pensation for householders up to £200 for a single 
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person and £300 for a married person, with an 
extra £25 for every child under 16, is available. 
For every adult person who is not a householder 
the limit for free compensation is £50. Over and 
above the limits of free compensation an individual 
may obtain additional cover by paying a premium 
and taking out a policy of insurance with any 
Company acting as agent of the Board of Trade. 
The terms of this insurance are £1 per cent. up 
to £2,000; £1 10s. Od. per cent. for the next 
£1,000, and £2 for the next £7,000. There isa 


minimum premium of £1, and the maximum insur- 
able amount is £10,000. 


8. TEMOPARY REPAIRS TO HOUSES. 


Temporary repairs of a first aid nature will be 
carried out by the Corporation to such houses as 
they may deem necessary, as soon as possible and 
without previous reference to the owners of the 
property. Such first aid repairs include emer- 
gency repairs to roofs, windows and walls which 
can be speedily carried out and which are neces- 
sary to render the structure wind and water tight 
and so safeguard the health of the occupants and 
prevent further damage to the property. 


The amount of work which the Corporation are 
allowed to carry out as first aid repairs varies 
‘according to the amount of damage done and the 


availability of labour and materials. Generally, 
such repairs include: 


Roofs. 


The replacement or renewal of tiles or slates 
‘where no serious structural damage has been 
done to the roof timbers. This work includes 
the temporary covering of roofs with tarpaulins 
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or roofing felt until such time as the tiles or 


slates are replaced. 
Windows. 


The covering of broken windows partly with 
opaque and partly with translucent material. 
This allows for a reasonable amount of light in 
each room, but in general does not provide for 
the replacement of glass. 

Doors. 


Re-hanging and repair of external doors and 


internal doors of important rooms. 
Walls and Ceilings. 


The removal of loose plaster and the tem- 
porary patching of rooms in constant use so as 
to obviate draughts and nuisance from dust. 


Guttering, Sanitary Goods, etc. 


The repair or replacement of broken gutter- 
ing, downpipes, flashings, etc. 

No decorations are included in first aid repairs 
and there is no attempt to reinstate the property 
in its original condition. What is aimed at is to 
make the house reasonably habitable. 


Normally, repairs to damaged brickwork, roof 
timbers or other structural timbers, are not first 
aid repairs, but have to be dealt with as permanent 
repairs. Such permanent repairs are the respon- 
sibility of the owner, but the Corporation will 
advise him and make application for permits in 
connection with any such work which they con- 
sider it necessary to carry out. 


The Corporation will not charge for, and the 
owner or occupier does not need to claim for, any 
first aid repairs carried out by the Corporation. 
He must, however, complete Form C.1 and also 
claim from the War Damage Commission in 


14 


respect of any temporary repairs which he may 
carry out himself and in respect of any permanent 
repairs. 

For the purpose of assisting the Borough Engi- 
neer and Surveyor in dealing with first aid repairs, 


a panel of local Architects and Contractors has 
-been set up. 


Any enquiries concerning temporary or perma- 
nent repairs should be addressed to the Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor (Room 34a), Council 
House, Walsall (Telephone No. Walsall 4158), 
who should be notified of any air raid damage to 


property. 


9. REPAIRS TO FACTORIES, SHOPS AND 
BUSINESS PREMISES. 


Persons interested in factories, shops and busi- 
ness premises are responsible for carrying out their 
own temporary and more permanent repairs. 


(a) First Aid Repairs. 


Where firms require controlled building mater- 
lals for First Aid Repairs they should apply to 
the Borough Engineer and Suveyor, Council 
House, Walsall, who will help them so far as 
possible to obtain the necessary materials either 
through the Control or from other sources. 


If firms experience difficulty in obtaining 
supplies of materials for the time being uncon- 
trolled of which there may be a temporary or 
local shortage they should apply to the Borough 
Engineer and Suveyor who will endeavour to put 
them in touch with a source of supply. 


Firms engaged to an important degree on war 
production work may, however, apply for assis- 
tance in obtaining all kinds of building materials 


Fe 


to the Chairman of the Local Reconstruction 
Panel, Col. H. B. Sankey, c/o Messrs Jos. Sankey 
and Sons, Bilston, Staffs. (Telephone Bilston 
41161.) 


(b) Other Repairs. 


The Borough Engineer and Surveyor will not 
be able to help owners to obtain materials for 
these and application must normally be made to. 
the Ministry of Works and Buildings, Somerset 
House, Temple Street. Birmingham, (Telephone 
Midland 3591.) 


In the case, however, of firms who are engaged 
to an important degree on war production work, 
the Local Reconstruction Panel will authorise 
(where necessary) the release of controlled 
materials for this purpose. 


(c) Rebuilding or Reconstruction. 


Application must be made to the Ministry of 
Works arid Buildings for a licence to build if the 
work is estimated to cost more than £100. (No 
work is estimated to cost more than £100. 


For all controlled materials required to effect 
the reconstruction or rebuilding, application must 
also be made to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings. 


10. CLEARANCE OF DEBRIS AND DEMOLI- 
TION OF DAMAGED PROPERTY. 


Where damage has occurred owing to war 
operations the Corporation may enter on any land 
to do work, including demolition and the removal 
of material, if it appears to them to be necessary 
or expedient so to do in the interests of public 
safety, the defence of the realm, the efficient 


16 


prosecution of the war or the maintenance of 
supplies and services essential to the life of the 
community. 


Anything so removed from any land may be 
dealt with or disposed of as directed by the Minis- 
ter of Home Security. 


The Corporation will not clear a site or interior 
merely in the interest of the owner of the building, 
neither will they demolish a building merely be- 
cause it cannot be repaired at a reasonable cost. 


11. SALVAGE OF HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS 
FROM DAMAGED HOUSES. 


The primary responsibility for recovering and 
protecting goods and articles from a damaged 
building rests with the owner, who should do 
everything possible to protect his property. 


Where a householder cannot himself undertake 
the protection or recovery of his household effects, 
the Corporation will assist him and if necessary 
arrange for temporary storage on his_ behalf. 
Furniture will not be removed by the Corporation 
from houses capable of first aid repairs, but in 
such cases the Corporation will assist in the pro- 
tection of furniture from exposure until the house 
ig repaired. 

Removals will not normally be undertaken by 
the Corporation beyond a radius of five miles. 


If a householder is able and willing to remove 
his own furniture, the Corporation may grant him 
financial assistance up to a maximum of £5, pro- 
vided they are satisfied that such assistance is 
needed and that the house is incapable of first aid 
repairs. 
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Careful records will be kept by the Corporation 
of the address from which furniture and personal 
effects may be removed and an inventory of the 
articles will be made. Wherever possible no such 
removals will be effected without the consent of 
the owner, but the fact that the owner is unknown 
or has been evacuated will not be allowed to delay 
the work. 


Any person requiring assistance or advice in 
connection with the salvage of household effects 
should apply to the Chief Sanitary Inspector 


(Room 43), Council House, Walsall (Tel. No. 
Wal. 2155). 


A householder, whose household effects have 
been destroyed and who has obtained financial 
assistance from the Unemployment Assistance 
Board to replace such effects, should apply to the 
Housing Manager, 7, Hatherton Road, Walsall, if 
he has difficulty in obtaining essential household 
furniture dnd furnishings. This difficulty may 
occur in the event of a severe raid, and the Hous- 
ing Manager holds stocks of new furniture and 
kitchen utensils, which can either be purchased 
directly out of the grant made by the Unemploy- 
ment Assistance Board or loaned for a short 
period. 


12. SALVAGE OF FOODSTUFFS. 


When private houses, shops, warehouses, mills, 
etc., where any foodstuffs are stored, are damaged 
or contaminated by enemy action, prompt steps 
must be taken to salvage such stocks of foodstuffs 
(whether large or small) which remain suitable for 


consumption, and to protect such stocks from 
further damage. 
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In ALL these cases, notification of damage 
must immediately be made to the Food Sal- 
vage Officer, c/o Food Office, Free Library, 


Lichfield Street, Walsall. (Tel. Walsall 5044) 
whose assistance is at all times available. 


In many cases, quantities of debris will require 
to be removed and in others early temporary 
repairs may enable shops to save their stocks or 
resume business. The Food Salvage Officer will 
assist in effecting the necessary arrangements. 


(N.B. Insurance claims will not be prejudiced 
by prompt action being taken to salvage or 
save from further damage any foodstuffs, but 
further damage occurring to such stocks by 
reason of the owner’s negligence or delay in 
taking the necessary steps to protect them 
will not be covered by the ordinary War 
risk insurance). 


13. PERSONAL INJURIES. 


Injury allowances; disablement and depen- 
dents’ pensions; and funeral grants are payable 
under the Personal Injuries (Civilians) Scheme, 
1941, both in respect of ‘‘War Injuries’’ sustained 
by any person at work or at home or away from 
home and in respect of ‘““War Service Injuries’ 
sustained by a Civil Defence Volunteer. 


‘’ Gainfully employed persons ’’ are persons 
wholly or substantially dependent on their earn- 
ings for their livelihood. Persons normally so 
dependent and only temporarily unemployed are 
compensated as gainfully occupied persons. 


No compensation is payable in respect of in- 
juries sustained by children until they reach the 
age of 15, except ir the case of a child of 14 years 
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of age who has left school and is in employment, 
who will be dealt with as a gainfully occupied 
person. In order to safeguard a child’s position 
a notice of claim should be lodged in connection 
with any case where serious or prolonged disable- 
ment may result from the injury. 


In this Scheme, Civil Defence Volunteers in- 
clude all fire prevention, street fire party, and raid 
spotter personnel, provided they are properly 
enrolled and registered, in addition to personnel 


in the Corporation A.F.S. and A.R.P. services, 
etc. 


(a) Injury Allowances. 


Injury allowances are payable in respect of 
medically certified incapacity to work due to war 
injuries and war service injuries. Payments are 
made by the Assistance Board, acting as the 
Agents of the Minister of Pensions, to the injured 
person on the scales given in the following table, 
without regard to family income. 


No allowances will be made until the incapacity 
for work has lasted for seven consecutive days and 
they will not normally be paid for more than 26 
weeks. Half rates are payable to persons who 
are unmarried and under 18 years of age. 


are Mats |Uamarried Male Female 


| 
persons persons persons 


C] * »f i | 4 . a al 
ec ee Not in In Not in In Not in In 
hospital |hospital |hospital|hospital |hospital lhospital 


ent 


| (a) War Service 
injuries : War in- 
juries sustained * * 


pe be yo: ong 35/- | 35/- | 35/- | 24/6 | 28/- | 17/6 


' (b) War injuries 
sustained by non- 


| Sap perzone | 24/- | 10/6 | 21/- | 10/6 | 16/4 | 9/4 


Notes. 


(1) In the case of persons under class (a) of 
the Table, additional allowances are pay- 
able in respect of eligible children at the 
rate of 4s. for each of the first two and 3s. 
for each of the others. These are children 
born before or within nine months after the 
date of injury. An allowance for a child 
normally ceases at the age of 15, but if the 
child is then at school, the allowance may 
be continued up to the date of leaving 
school, or to the 31st July next following 
the sixteenth birthday, whichever is the 
earlier. 


(2) The rates marked * may be increased to 
35s. and 28s. respectively if the injured per- 
son is maintaining in his or her home a 
wholly dependent relative. 


(3) The rate of 9s. 4d. (marked + )may be 
raised to 16s. 4d. in the case of a widow 
with a dependent child in her home. 


Applications should be made by or on behalf 
of the injured person to the Assistance Board 
Office, York Buildings, Bradford Street, Walsall, 
as soon as it seems clear that at least seven days’ 
incapacity will result from the injury. A medical 
_ certificate should accompany the application. 


(b) Pensions for Disablement. 


Pensions are awarded in cases in which serious 
or prolonged disablement has been caused. The 
degree of disablement is determined by a Medical 
Board’s assessment and the pension payable is 
proportional to the degree of disablement. 


The weekly rates of pension applicable to 100 
per cent. disablement are as follows:— 
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Male Persons | Female Personas 


—— 


——_—— 


| Aged 18 | Aged | Aged 18 Aged 

| and over | under 18 | and over | under 18 
edie 0 ccicsciscbonicdtiguiinibicnatiponechaselinn 
(a) War service injuries: | 

War injuries snstained by | 

gainfully occupied per- | | 

sons, and by students : 


and apprentices aged 15 34/2 17/6 | 24/2 14/2 


Or OVeTr 


Class of Injury 


a 
——e 


(b) War injuries sustained 


by non-gainfully occu- 00/- 10/- 15/- 76 
pied persons | | | | 


a 


Notes. 


(1) Ihe rates under (b) are personal rates and 
do not carry the right to the family allow- 
ances described below. 


(2) Married persons under 18 are treated as if 
18 and over. 

Subject to certain conditions, gainfully occupied 
persons pensioned in respect of war injuries and 
Civil Defence volunteers pensioned in respect of 
War service injurtes are granted additional allow- 
ances, proportionate to the degree of disablement 


of the injured person, in respect of his wife and 
children. 


(c) Funeral Grants. 


In the case of any civilian or Civil Defence 
volunteer the Corporation may arrange for a state 
burial free of cost to the relatives, to be accorded 
to persons who die as the result of war injuries or 
war service injuries. 

In the case of a privately arranged funeral for 
a Civil Defence volunteer killed on duty, a grant 
of £7 10s. Od. may be paid towards the cost. 


A grant of £7 10s. 0d. may also be paid towards 
the cost of the private funeral of a gainfully occu- 
pied person who has died as a result of a war 
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injury, where the arrangements have been made 
by the widow or by a wholly dependent relative 
whom the deceased was regularly maintaining in 
his or her own home. 


Applications for these grants should be made to 
the Chief Regional Officer of the Ministry of 
Pensions. 


(d) Dependents’ Pensions and Allowances. 


For a period of 10 weeks following the death of 
her husband, the widow otf:— 


(1) A gainfully occupied person who dies as a 
result of a war injury; or 


(2) A Civil Defence volunteer who dies as a 
result of a war service injury; 

is paid a special temporary allowance of 50s. per 
week, provided the widow was not separated from 
her husband at the time of his death and that such 
death occurs not more than 26 weeks from the 
date of his injury. 

The widow is granted a pension from the termin- 
ation of the above special temporary allowances. 


Pensions may also be awarded to the children 
and dependents of gainfully occupied persons and 
Civil Defence volunteers and, in case of need, to 
the widows and children of non-gainfully occupied 
. persons. 


Applications for dependents’ pensions and 
allowances in respect of deaths should be made to 
the Chief Regional Officer of the Ministry of 
Pensions. 


For fuller information concerning the above 
mentioned matters reference should be made:— 


Either to ‘‘ Personal Injuries (Civilians) 
Scheme, 1941 ’’; 
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or to the explanatory notes thereon entitled, 
‘Compensation for civilians injured or 
killed in Air Raids,’’ issued by the Ministry 
of Pensions; 


or to [he Chief Regional Officer of the Ministry 
of Pensions, Corporation Street, Birming- 
ham. 


14. COMPENSATION FOR INJURIES SUS- 
TAINED BY CIVIL DEFENCE PERSONNEL 
ON DUTY. 


(NoTE: Under this section ‘‘ Civil Defence Volun- 
teer ’ does not include all those covered by 
the term in Section 13, but amongst others it 
does include Volunteer Street Fire Party Per- 
sonnel specifically enrolled for duty in any 
part of the Borough in addition to personnel 
in the Corporation A.R.P. Services, e.g., 
Wardens, Casualty, Rescue, Report, etc., 
Services and Civil Nursing Reserve.) 


Whole-time paid volunteers while incapacitated 
by a war service injury may receive full pay in 
respect of the same injury for a maximum 
period not exceeding thirteen weeks. At the end 
of the fourth week the volunteer will be required 
to undergo a medical examination which will 
determine whether or not he is likely to become 
fit to return to duty in the Civil Defence organisa- 
tion, though not necessarily in the particular ser- 
vice in which he was formerly serving. If the 
- volunteer is found unlikely ever to become fit to 
resume duty he will be discharged at the end of 
the eighth week. If the examination shows that 
there is a reasonable prospect that the volunteer 
will be able to resume duty in the Civil Defence 
organisation, full pay may be continued for such 
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further period as the incapacity exists, provided 
that the total period on full pay in respect of the 
same injury shall not exceed thirteen weeks. 


Unpaid Volunteers may receive compensation 
for loss of earnings due to incapacity for work 
attributable to a war service injury on a 
similar basis to whole-time paid Volunteers. 


The amount of the injury allowance under the 
Personal Injuries (Civilians) Scheme as set out in 
Section 13 of these notes, for the period will be 
deducted from any payments made under this 
section. It is important, therefore, that if the 
incapacity is likely to last more than six days a 
claim under the Civilians Scheme should be lodged 
with the Ministry of Pensions, Regional Office, at 
once. 


15. CASUALTIES—GENERAL. 


First Aid posts have been set up with the inten- 
tion of protecting casualty hospitals from a rush 
of minor and ambulant cases and providing early 
treatment in those districts where the hospital 1s 
some distance away. 


The function of the First Aid post is:— 


(1) to treat and send to their homes the 
slightly injured and those suffering from 
nervous shock; 


(2) to arrest hemorrhage, relieve pain and so 
prepare those casualties who may be 
found to need institutional treatment that 
they can be transferred to the casualty 
receiving hospital with the least possible 
harm, 1.e., by taking steps to prevent any 
immediate deterioration. 
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Members of the Civil Defence Services should 
utilise the casualty organisation on every occasion. 
It is important that all casualties should be treated 
elther at a First Aid Post or Hospital and thatthe 
casualty be registered there. 


The names and addresses of. all casualties. 
admitted to the Hospitals or, if the injury has been 
fatal, to the Mortuary, will be posted outside the 
Council House, the Central Police Station, and the 
Bloxwich Police Station, as soon as the informa- 
tion becomes available. 


Notification will also be sent to the nearest rela- 
tive by the Hospital or the Town Clerk. Inquiries 
as to the condition of casualties should be made 
to the Hospital concerned. 


Relatives unable to trace their next-of-kin on 
the above lists should apply to the Casualty 
Bureau, Room 40, Council House. Inquiries 
should not be made at Hospitals as arrangements 
have been made for the Hospital authorities to 
send all available information to the Casualty 
Bureau. 


16. CLEANSING FACILITIES. 


(a) Civil Defence Personnel. 

Cleansing Stations for use by Civil Defence per- 
sonnel and trained factory personnel in protective 
clothing are situated as follows: 

(i) North Walsall Cleansing Station, Blox- 
wich Road. 
(ii) Station Street (Walsall) Cleansing Station. 
(iii) Bloxwich Cleansing Station, adjoining 
Bloxwich Police Station. 
(iv) Brockhurst Sewage Works Cleansing 
Station. 


These Cleansing Stations are for use by men only. 
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and general works employees and members of the 
public will not be allowed to use them. 


Protective clothing left by Civil Defence and 
works personnel at the various cleansing stations 
will be returned to the owners as soon as it has 
been decontaminated. Works whose personnel 
might use the cleansing stations should have a 
supply of suitable underclothing available which 
could be sent thereto as soon as possible after their 
personnel attended for decontamination. 


(b) General Public. 
Slightly wounded contaminated persons will 
be dealt with at the following First Aid Posts: 
(1) Hatherton Road First Aid Post. 
(11) Field Road First Aid Post. 
(111) Pool Street First Aid Post. 
(iv) Ida Road First Aid Post. 


Female Civil Defence personnel will also be 
cleansed at the First Aid Posts. 


Seriously wounded persons, if contaminated, will 
be taken direct to Manor Hospital or to the 
General Hospital. 


Cleansing Centres for unwounded contaminated 
persons are being provided at: 


(1) Tower Street Baths. 
(11) Bloxwich Baths. 
(111) Joseph Leckie School, Walstead Road 
West. 

(iv) Edward Shelley School, Ida Road. 
These Centres will be operated in conjunction with 
Hatherton Road, Field Road, Pool Street and Ida 
Road First Aid Posts respectively. Suitable cloth- 


ing for loan tothe public will be available at both 
First Aid Posts and Cleansing Centres. 
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17. DECONTAMINATION OF CLOTHING. 


Protective Clothing belonging to the Civil 
Defence Services, the Military and Industrial and 
Commercial Establishments will be decontami- 
nated at the Jower Street Decontamination 
Laundry. Arrangements have been made for con- 
taminatéed protective clothing to be collected from 
specified civil defence posts and depots. In all 
other cases application should be made to the 
Baths’ Superintendent (Tel. Wal. 3976), who 
is in charge of the Laundry. 


Ordinary Clothing which is contaminated will be 
deait with at the following laundries: 
(a) Orgills Laundry, Wallows Lane. 
(b) Grove Laundry, Birmingham Street. 
(c) Central Laundry, Milton Street. 
(d} Corporation Laundry, Tower Street 
Baths. 


The nearest Wardens’ Post should be informed 
of any contaminated clothing, so that they may 
make arrangements for its collection and delivery 
to one of the Latindries mentioned. Until the 
clothing is collected it should be stored in an open 
place and as far away from occupied buildings as 
possible. 


Arrangements for the decontamination of ordi- 
nary clothing are under the direction of the Baths 
Superintendent (Tel. Walsall 3976). 


18. DEATHS DUE TO WAR OPERATIONS. 


Ambulances, or, failing them, other suitable 
vehicles, will be used for the removal of dead 
bodies. This arrangement must on no account be 
allowed to interfere with the rapid removal of 
living casualties, and a sufficient number of ambu- 
lances for this purpose must be retained at each 


28 


depot. Dead bodies should be removed to the 
mortuary, Pleck Road (Tel. Walsall 3090). 


Bodies may be claimed by relatives or friends 
for burial at their own expense in the customary 
way. If relatives cannot be traced or if they do 
not wish to claim the body, the Corporation will 
arrange for burial, the cost being borne by public 
funds. 


In the view of His Majesty's Government, the 
use of the Union Jack as a pall at the funeral of . 
any civilian, whether a Civil Defence Volunteer 
or not, whose death is due to enemy action is 
appropriate and would be a fitting tribute, and 
those responsible for the funeral arrangements 
should consider themselves as fully at liberty to 
use the flag in this manner as in the case of muli- 
tary funerals. 


For further information in connection with the 
dead application should be made to the Mortuary 
Superintendent, either at the above telephone 
number or at the Health Department, Council 
House (Tel. Wal. 2155). 


19. DEAD OR INJURED ANIMALS. 


The general public should give notification of 
animals killed as a result of enemy action to the 
Cleansing Department (Tel. Walsall 4158), or, 
outside office hours, to North Walsall Depot 
(Tel. Walsall 5031). 


Particulars of animals injured should be sent to 
Mr. B. Davies, Veterinary Surgeon, of Marsh 


Street, Walsall (Tel. Walsall 3060). 


The Police should be informed through A.R.P. 
Control Centre of all such dead and injured 
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animals, as soon as the above notifications have 
been made. 


20. LOST ARTICLES. 


Food Ration Book.—Apply to the Local Food 
Officer, The Library, Lichfield Street, Walsall. 


Identity Card.—Apply to the National Kegis- 
tration Officer, Room 23, Council House, Walsall. 


Pension Book.—For Old Age, Widows or 
Orphans’ Pension, application for a new book 
should be made to the Ministry of Health, Pen- 
sions Branch, Blackpool, Lancs., stating the 
applicant’s full name, former and new address, 
and nearest Post Office. (If the pension book is 
not lost, but the pensioner finds himself at some 
distance from his usual Post Office, payments can 
be obtained at any Post Office.) If there is any 
difficulty with regard to a Supplementary Pension 
Book, application should be made to the Area 
Officer, The Assistance Board, York Buildings, 
Bradford Street, Walsall. 


N.H.I. Card.—A new card can be obtained at 
any Post Office, and the Minister of Health, In- 
surance Department, Blackpool, Lancs., should be 
notified of the loss. 


Unemployment Books.—Apply to the nearest 
Employment Exchange. 


Respirators.—Application for replacement of a 
Respirator lost or damaged as a result of an air raid 
should be made at once to the A.R.P. Department, 
3, Hathéerton Road, Walsall. Respirators will be 
replaced free of cost upon proof of loss being due 
to an air raid. 


In the case of any Respirator damaged otherwise 
than owing to an air raid, application should be 
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made to the nearest Wardens Post, where 
necessary information as to cost of repairs, etc., 
may be obtained. 


21. POST-RAID ADVICE BUREAUX. 


Following a serious raid one or more Advice 
Bureaux will be set up at convenient points in the 
town. The function of these Bureaux will be to 
provide an immediate answer to the many prob- 
lems special to those who have suffered through 
enemy action, and such help will be supplemen- 
tary to that supplied by the Police, the Wardens, 
the Rest Centres and others qualified to give 
advice. 


Arrangements for manning the Bureaux are 
being made by the Citizens’ Advice Bureau, and 
further information concerning the _ general 
organisation can be obtained from the Secretary 
of the Bureau, Room 214, Council House (Tel. 
No. Walsall 2675). 


It is hoped that the public will make the fullest 
use of the Advice Bureaux and thereby obtain any 
necessary advice with the minimum trouble both. 
to themselves and to all concerned in helping them. 
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COUNTY BOROUGH 
OF WALSALL 


POST-RAID 
ADVICE BUREAU 


FOREWORD BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
EMERGENCY COMMITTEE. 


The intention of this leaflet is to present in summary 
form the plans which have been made for the immediate 
establishment of a public Advice Bureau following a severe raid 
on the Borough. 


In every town which has had the misfortune to experience 
heavy enemy attack it has been found that after the raid almost 
every person in or near to the raided area is confronted with 
personal problems of great urgency, the ready solution of 
which will do much to reduce distress and facilitate the resump- 
tion of an orderly life. It is with the object of providing a 
solution to such problems so far as is possible that the Advice 
Bureau will operate. 


The nature of the more important matters which will be 
dealt with at the Bureau will be manifest from a perusal of 
pages 2 to 7, though an endeavour will be made to answer 


any and every post-raid enquiry, even though it may not have 
been particularised herein. 


The Bureau will be staffed by official and voluntary workers 
acting in the closest co-operation. 


The location of the Bureau cannot be determined in 
advance. The Town Hall would be an obvious choice if 
conveniently situate and itself not seriously damaged. Should 
the Town Hall be too far away from the raided area, or should 
it be unusable, then the Bureau would be established at some 
other public building. A list of possible locations will be 
found on page 7, and we are indebted to the Education 
Committee and various religious bodies for permission to 
use their premises should this be necessary. 


The thanks of the Emergency Committee are extended to 
the Civic Guild of Help for the assistance they have given in 
recruiting and training a team of voluntary workers to assist 
the official staffs, and to these voluntary workers also our grat- 
itude is due for their offers of help should the need unfortun- 
ately arise for the establishment of the Bureau in Walsall. 


The proposals set out herein have been submitted to and 
approved by the Regional Offices of the Ministry of Health and 
the National Council of Social Service, whose helpful sugges- 
tions are greatly appreciated. 

E. P. DRABBLE. 
The Council House, 
Walsall, 
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OUTLINE OF THE 
ORGANISATION AT THE BUREAU 


General Enquiry Counter (at entrance). 


Staff. 10 Voluntary Workers from Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau. 


Objects. (a) Reception of Enquirers. 


(b) Ascertainment of purpose of visit to 
the Advice Bureau. 


(c) Direction of Enquirers to the various 
counters appropriate to their needs. (This may be 
achieved by giving the enquirer a slip on which are 
indicated the numbers of the Counters to be visited). 


Examples :— 


For lost Ration Book enquiry—give slip on 
which is clearly written the Number of the Food 
Office Counter. 


For more than one enquiry—give the Numbers 
of the appropriate Counters as they would be 
reached in the course of an anti-clockwise tour 
of the Hall in which the Bureau is operating. 


For enquiries which cannot be dealt with by 
any other counter insert brief particulars of 
query and the Number of the Residual Enquiries 
Counter. 


Counter No. |I.—National Registration Office:- 


Staff. § | Member of Staff of National Registration 
Officer. 2 Volunteer Assistants. 


Object. Particulars will be taken of persons whose 
Identity Cards have been lost or destroyed, and a 
note made of the address to which notification of 
the issue of the new Identity Card can be forwarded. 
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Counter No. 2.—Food Office:— 


Staff. 4 Members of Staff of Food Officer. 


| Member of Staff of Chief Sanitary 
Inspector. 


2 Volunteer Assistants. 


Objects. (a) To deal with applications for replace- 
ment of lost Ration Books, and to issue Emergency 
Cards whilst the applicant is still in the Bureau. 


(b) To supply information re salvaging of 
damaged foodstuffs, and to initiate necessary action. 


Counter No. 3.—Wardens:— 


Staff. 3 Members of the Chief Wardens’ Staff. 


Object. To issue Gas Masks in cases where these 
have been lost or destroyed by enemy action. 


Counter No. 4.—Billeting, Evacuation and 


Travel Warrants :— 


Staff. | 2 Representatives of the Public Assistance 
Officer. 


2 Representatives of the Billeting Officer. 
2 Representatives of the Evacuation Officer. 
6 Volunteer Assistants. 


Objects. (a) To issue travel warrants to enable 
homeless persons who are unable to make alternative 
arrangements within the town to find refuge with 
relatives or friends outside Walsall. 


(b) To arrange for immediate care and 
accommodation of parentless children. 


(c) Toissue billeting certificates to house- 
holders within the Borough with whom homeless 
people have made their own arrangements. 
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(d) To billet or rehouse within the 
Borough such homeless as are unable to make their 
own arrangements. 


(e) To accept registrations of unaccom- 
panied children, mothers of children under school 
age and expectant mothers, from the evacuable area 
of Walsall, who are desirous of evacuation. 


Counter No. 5.—Assistance Board & Pensions:- 


Staff. 3 Members of Staff of Assistance Board 
Officer. 


2 Members of Staff of Chief Regional 
Officer, Ministry of Pensions. 


* Objects. (a) To issue monetary assistance to per- 
sons who are temporarily without means. 


(b) To provide monetary assistance for 
the replacement of essential furniture and clothing, 
and to issue the necessary clothing coupons. 


(c) To deal with claims for personal 
injury allowances and pensions. 


Counter No. 6.—Damage to Premises, Claims 


and Repairs:— 


Staff. 2 Members of the Staff of the Parougr 
Surveyor. 


| Member of the Staff of the Housing 
Manager. 


| Volunteer Assistant. 


Object. To deal with enquiries as to the repair 
of damaged premises. 


Counter No. 7.—Furniture:— 


Staff. | Representative of the Chief Sanitary 
Inspector. 


| Representative of the Housing Manager. 
2 Volunteer Assistants. 


Objects. (a) Removal, Storage, or Disinfestation 
of furniture. 


(b) Provision of new Furniture on Sale or 
Loan. 


Counter No. 8.—Women’s Voluntary Services:- 


Staff. © Members of Women’s Voluntary Services. 


Objects. (a) To provide essential clothing immed- 
iately required by persons rendered destitute. 


(b) To provide light refreshments. for 
persons who have to stay in the Bureau for more 
than a short while. 


(c) To provide “‘Housewives’’ to accom- 
pany Air Raid Victims back to their damaged homes 
where necessary. 


Counter No. 9.—Casualty Bureau:— 


Staff. 3 Representatives of the Medical Officer of 
Health 


| Member of Staff of Town Clerk. 
3 Members of the Citizens’ Advice Bureau. 


| Representative of the Soldiers’, Sailors’ 
and Airmen’s Families’ Association. 


Any Member of the Clergy in the locality 
who wishes to be present. 
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Objects. (a) To answer verbal enquiries as to 
casualties. (M.O.H.). 


(b) To take particulars of persons missing 
but not included in casualty lists. (M.O.H.). 


(c) To receive lists of persons in Rest 
Centres (Citizens’ Advice Bureau). 


(d) To receive and answer letters and 
telegrams received from persons outside Walsall 
enquiring as to safety of relatives and friends in 
Walsall. (Citizens’ Advice Bureau). 


(e) To deal with enquiries as to serving 
men and their families. 


(f) To answer enquiries as to burials. 


Counter No. 10.—Public Utility Services:— 


Staff. | Representatives of the Gas, Electricity and 
Water Undertakings. 


2 Volunteer Assistants. 


Object. To answer enquiries as to the restoration 
of Public Utility Services. 


Counter No. I!1.—Transport:— 


Staff. | Representative of the Women’s Volun- 
tary Services. 


| Representative of the Transport Manager. 
_ Messengers. 


Object. To provide the necessary transport and 
Messengers for the Bureau. 
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Counter No. 12.—Residual Enquiries:— 


Staff. 6 Members of Citizens’ Advice Bureau. 


2 Representatives of the Local Information 
Committee. 


Object. To deal with enquiries not disposed of by 
any of the other counters. 


POSSIBLE LOCATIONS OF THE BUREAU 


THE TOWN HALL 


Schools and Halls which may be used in the 
event of the Town Hall being unsuitable. 


Butts Council School. 


Bloxwich Church of England, Senior and 
Junior Schools. 


Elmore Green Junior and Infants Schools. 
Blue Coat Junior—Hanch Place 
Wolverhampton Road Junior Mixed. 

St. Paul’s Church Hall. 

Spiritualist Hall. 

St. Patrick’s Catholic School. 

Delves Council School. 

Pleck Church of England School. 
Caldmore Gospel Hall. 

Leamore Council School. 


Published by the Walsall Corporation Emergency Com- 
mittee, and the Walsall Civic Guild of Help and 
Citizens’ Advice Bureau. 
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AN OFFICIAL GUIDE TO POST-RAID INFORMATION 
ISSUED BY THE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL 


tt OO ALO LE LOSE NEO NOIR LOA 


we hee 


, 
‘ 4 > 
idgge. 


. 
| 


~—/ 


iS 


: 
’ 


toe 5 i? f Peerr+te to 


AVAILABLE 


WHERE TO GO 


RS Buin k Oo SER YRG 5 


AFTER AIR RAIDS 


ISSUED. 8Y IE 


EMERGENCY COTM t++e+ 


PF Fee Gity €£GuUNcil FROwW tHe MAILN 


INFORMATION 


CENTRE 26 Pe ee 


How to use this Guide 


Carry it with you when you are on duty, so that you can use It at 
once when you are asked to do so. 


Make yourself familiar with its contents and arrangement. The 
main part of the Guide is an alphabetical list of all kinds of help and 
information which enquirers are likely to need, and details of the 
departments whose duty it is to give such help. The addresses of the 
various organisations are given separately, and, as many of these 
addresses may be changed from time to time, revised address pages 
will be issued as required. 


A permanent Information Centre is already in being at the Central 
Library, and will deal with enquiries after a small raid. After heavy 
and widespread raids, the Main Centre at the Central Library (or, if 
the Library is out of action, the Junior Technical School) will act as an 
Information and Administrative Centre, and representatives of 
government and municipal departments will be in attendance. 
Branch Information Centres will also be provided. If the destruction 
has been confined to ore part of the city, the Information Services 
may be administered from a Centre in that district. When there 
has been a heavy raid, look out for notices in the local Press and 
announcements by the Ministry of Information telling you what 
Information Centres are in operation. 


Be careful not to do more than direct people to the proper 
authority. Only the responsible officers, who must act within regula- 
tions, are competent to give advice. If others attempt to suggest 
what assistance will be given, enquirers may easily be led to expect 
more than the officials can in fact do for them, with the result that the 
officials will be greatly embarrassed and the distress of the sufferers 
increased. 


The Emergency Committee has great faith in your goodwill and 
commonsense. You can do great service simply by giving the 
information contained in this Guide. 
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CITY OF SHEFFIELD 
AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS DEPARTMENT 


. ee ee CONTROLLER'S HEADQUARTERS, 


E. B. GiBSON. RCFERENCE 3 CASTLE GREEN, 


SHEFFIELD, ! 


E. J. WALLER, Yours 
Am Raip PrRecauTrons 


—_— 7 April, 1941. 
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We may be tempted to see in our broken buildings 
and scarred streets evidence of nothing more than the 
cruel stupidities of war; but it is as well to remember 
that they are witnesses also to the severe trial to which 
the spirit of our citizens has been put. Our material 
loss has beeh heavy, but we have gained experience; above 
all, we have learned how great a fund of kindness and 
practical sympathy is available in time of need. In our 
ravaged city, thousands of.ordinary men and women have 
suffered with courage and dignity; and thousands more have 
come forward eager to assist them. 


This Guide is one means by which all those who wish 
to help can do so, if we have to face another ‘such ordeal. 
The most urgent need of the victims of aerial attack, once 
they are rested and fed, 1s to be told where to go for 
assistance. They are distressed and weary, and cannot be 
expected to remember the details of the many services 
provided for them; they will simply ask the nearest 
official what they are to do. The Guide is therefore 
being issued to all persons holding responsible positions, 
to enable them to direct people to the services they need. 


OS tetra Qobrany. 


CHAIRMAN, EMERGENCY COMMITTEE, 
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INDEX 


TO SERVICES AVAILABLE 
AFTER AIR RAIDS 


Service required and description 


Apply to 


Addresses—Business firms 


Persons billeted or evacuated. (Information 
can only be given to relatives and friends). 


Air Force—See under Airmen. 


Air Ratp DamMaGce—See under Clothing. Damage. 
Furniture. Houses. Shops. Tools. 


Air Raip SHELTERS—Repairs, etc. 


Aircraft PropucTion—Repair of war damage to 
premises and plant 

Airmen—FExtension of leave, pay, etc. .. 
Lost Air Force pension and allowance books 


Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Help Society 
Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Airmen’s Pecnilins 
Association 


Allowances—Billeting in the City 
(Billeting allowances for those evacuated 


outside Sheffield will be paid by billeting 
officer for district to which they have gone). 


For dependants in case of death of wage 
earner 


Injury and any other case of need 
Lost Air Force allowance books 
Lost Army allowance books .. 
Lost Navy allowance books 


Return of evacuees from Sheffield to home 
town 


Separation, etc., made on Court Order... 
Travel warrants for evacuation from the City 


Visiting expenses by relatives in need to 
evacuees in hospital and to other evacuees 


See also under Assistance Board. Customs 
and Excise. Pensions. Public Welfare. 


Animals—Disposal and care of dogs and cats «. 


Chamber of Commerce and 
Main Information Centre. 
Main Information Centre. 


City Engineer’s Dept. 


Local Reconstruction Panel. 


R.A.F. Headquarters. 
Director of Accounts. 


Council of Social Service. 
Do. 


Billeting Officer. 


Ministry of Pensions. 


Assistance Board. 

Director of Accounts. 
Regimental Paymaster. 
Director of Navy Accounts. 
Public Welfare Dept. 


Petty Sessional Court. 
Education Dept. 
Public Welfare Dept. 


Abson and Laycock; Cats’ 
Shelters; Dogs’ Home 
(R.S. P.C.A.). 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES 23-24 
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Service required and description 


Apply to 


Army—Extension of leave, pay, etc. 


Lost allowance books .. 
Lost injury pension books 


Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Help Society 
Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Airmen’s 
Association 


Families 


Assistance Boarp—Unemployment Assistance— 
Supplementary Pensions under the Old Age 
and Widows’ Pensions Act, 1940—Allow- 
ances under the Prevention and Relief of 
Distress due to the War scheme—Civilian and 
civil defence volunteer injury allowances 
—Advance payments to meet “ immediate 
needs”’ for Clothing, essential furniture, essen- 
tial articles of personal use, tools, small 
retailers’ stocks—Removals—Investigation of 
applications for service dependants’ allow- 
ances and War Service Grants Advisory 
Committee—Agency work for Dominion and 
Colonial Governments in connection with 
their forces and for Children’s Overseas 
Reception Board 


Allowances. 


Public 


Assistance, MoNEy—See under 
Assistance Board. Blind. Pensions. 


Welfare. 
Assistance, Pustic—See under Public Welfare. 
Auxiliary TERRITORIAL SERVICE—Extension of 
leave, pay, etc. 
Baths—Baths may be had free by homeless 
Bedding—For billets 


If rehoused (in special_cases) . 


Billeting—Addresses of people billeted, rag 


ation can only be given to relatives and friends). 


Authority to obtain billeting allowances :— 
Persons billeted in Sheffield 
Persons evacuated (allowance to be paid 
by Bulleting Officer in receiving area). 


Bedding 


Offers to provide billets 


People in need of billets 
Welfare of billetees 


See also under Evacuation. 


Somme Barracks. 


Regimental Paymaster. 
Ministry of Pensions. 


Council of Social Service. 
Do. 


Assistance Board. 


Somme Barracks. 


Public Baths. 
Billeting Officer. 
Housing Dept. 
Main Information Centre. 


Billeting Officer. 
Education Dept. 


Billeting Officer. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES 23-24 
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Service required and description 


Apply to 


Blankets—For billets 


Blind—All matters affecting the blind .. 
Pensions (not payable by virtue of insurance) 


Books—Lost allowance, pension, ration or unem- 
ployment books. See under Allowances. Old 


age pensions. Pensions. Rations. Employ- 
ment. 


Burial—Disposal Certificates for those killed in 
air raids will be issued on the production of 


Form C.W.D. 


Death Certificates will be issued by the Regis- 
trar on production of Disposal Certificate 


Grant paid towards the expenses of a privately 
arranged funeral of a civil defence worker 
killed on duty and to the widow or wholly 
dependent relative of a civilian worker 


See also under Deaths. 


Bus Time Tastes—Emergency time tables 


Businesses—See under Firms. 


Canteens, Mosite (if need is urgent) .. 
See also under Municipal Restaurants. 


Cars—Offers of private cars 


Supplementary coupons for private cars or 
non-commercial vehicles 


Cash ALLOWANCES—See under Allowances. 
Assistance Board. Pensions. Public Welfare. 


Casualties—Deaths and injuries through air 
raids (official lists on view). 


Enquiries about missing persons not on 
official lists. 


See also under Assistance Board. Deaths. 
Mortuaries. Pensions. 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES 23-24 
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Billeting Officer. 


Welfare of the Blind Dept: 
Customs and Excise Dept. 


Civilian War Deaths Dept. 


Registrar of Births, Marri- 
ages and Deaths. 


Ministry of Pensions. 


Transport Dept. and Main 
Information Centre. 


Through Police or War- 
dens to Public Welfare, 
Main Control. 


Education Dept. 
Petroleum Dept. 


Main and Branch Informa- 


tion Centres; Town Hall ; 
Rest Centres. 


Civilian War Deaths Dept. 


Service required and description 


Apply to 


Cats—Disposal and care of cats .. 


Chamber or ComMmerceE—Deals with or gives 
information on :— 
Changes of address of business firms. Pay- 
ment of wages where work temporarily 
suspended. Replacement of stocks in large 
retail shops. ‘Trade and industrial matters. 


Chattels—Claim forms for compensation to fur- 


niture, personal belongings, etc., damaged by 
enemy action. 
If under free scheme 


If additional insurance has been taken out 


Children—Allowances on Court Order. . 
Care of children 


Boarding out of homeless children 
See also under Evacuation. Orphans’ Pensions. 


Citizens ApvicE BurEAu—Gives information on 
a variety of social problems, and can (in cer- 
tain circumstances) obtain free legal advice. 
It works in close touch with the Council of 
Social Service (which see). 


Civilian PENs1oNs—See under Pensions. 
Civilian War DEATHS—See under Deaths. 


Clothing—Distribution from Rest Centres to 

those in urgent need 

(The W.V5S. will be pleased to receive gifts of 
clothing. The Council of Social Service 
have a limited amount of clothing for 
distribution). 

Money grants in cases of ‘“‘ immediate need ”’ 

for replacement of essential clothing destroyed 

as a result of enemy action 


Advance payments in cases of “‘ undue hard- 
ship ”’ 


Coal—For changing supplier .. 
Commercial PREmMIsEs—See under Firms. 


Commercial TRANsPorT—See under Transport. 


Abson and Laycock; Cats’ 
Shelters ; Dogs’ Home 
(FR 2 GicPhede 


Chamber of Commerce. 


Main and Branch Informa- 
tion Centres. 
Insurance company 
cerned. 


con- 


Petty Sessional Court. 
N.S.P.C.C. and Boarding 


Out Service. 
Boarding Out Service. 


Citizens Advice Bureau. 


Women’s Voluntary 
Services. 


Assistance Board. 


Customs and Excise Dept. 


Fuel Control. 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES 23-24 


8 


Service required and description 


Apply to 


Communal FEEpINGc—Other than persons being 
fed at Rest Centres 


Compassionate Lrave—See under Airmen, 
A.T.S., Sailors, Soldiers, W.A.A.F., W.R.N:S. 


Compensation For Air Rain DamMace—See 
under Damage. 


Conveyances—See under Transport. 


Council oF SocraL SERvicE—Gifts of clothing ; 
Limited funds to relieve distress; Offers of 
voluntary help; Legal advice (free in certain 
circumstances); Agents for various national 
benevolent funds; Soldiers’, Sailors’ and 
Airmen’s Families Association (for wives and 
families of men); Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Help 
Society (for serving men when in difficulty) 


Customs AnD ExciseE—Will administer Part II 
of the ‘Var Damage Act, 1941, which deals 
with the insurance of private chattels 
(furniture, personal belongings, etc.) 


Damage—Claim form for damage to houses and 
other immovable property 


Claim form for furniture, clothing and other 
personal effects which have been destroyed 
Advance payments in cases of ‘‘ immediate 
need”’ 
Advance payments in cases of “‘ undue hard- 
ship ”’ 
Repair : 
Houses, combined houses and shops, and 
food shops 
Premises of Government contractors and 
sub-contractors 
Other businesses .. “ ss a 
See also under Clothing, Furniture, Tools. 


Deaf anp Dums—All matters affecting the deaf 
and dumb 


Deaths—Burial. A Disposal Certificate will be 
issued on the production of Form C.W.D. 
Death certificates will be issued by the Regis- 


trar on the production of the Disposal 
Certificate 


Municipal Restaurants. 


Council of Social Service. 


Customs and Excise Dept. 


District Valuer and Main 
and Branch Information 
Centres. 


Do. 
Assistance Board. 


Customs and Excise Dept. 


City Architect. 


Local Reconstruction Panel. 


Chamber of Commerce. 
Deaf and Dumb Institute. 


Civilian War Deaths Dept. 


Registrar of Births, 
Marriages and Deaths. 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES 23-24 
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Service required and description 


Apply to 


Deaths—Continued. 
Enquiries about missing persons not on 


official lists 

Grant paid towards the funeral expenses of a 
privately arranged funeral of a civil defence 
worker killed on duty and to the widow or 
wholly dependent relative of a civilian worker 


Lost property found on casualties 


Official lists of bodies lying in mortuaries 
Addresses of Mortuaries. See page 23. 


See also under Pensions. 


Decontamination—After gas attack 


Distress. Money RELIEF. See under Assistance 
Board. Public Welfare. 


Dogs—Diisposal and care of dogs 


Dumb—All matters affecting the deaf and dumb 


Employment—Lost unemployment books 


Relief for unemployed (except cases falling 
under Unemployment Insurance and Public 


Welfare) 


Unemployed persons report to Exchange in 
their area 


Evacuation—Addresses of persons evacuated. 


(Information can only be given to relatives 
and friends). 


If private arrangements can be made for 
accommodation :— 
Aged men and women; Blind; Children 
and their mothers; Expectant mothers; 
Infirm adults; Invalid persons; School 
children 


Expectant mothers who wish to be evacuated 
for confinement 


Civilian War Deaths Dept. 


Ministry of Pensions. 


Divisional Police Head- 
quarters. 


Main and Branch Informa- 
tion Centres; Rest Centres ; 
Town Hall. 


Public Cleansing Stations. 


Abson and Laycock ; Dogs’ 
Home (R.S.P.C.A.). 


Deaf and Dumb Institute. 


Ministry of Labour. 
Assistance Board. 


Ministry of Labour. 


Main Information Centre. 


Education Dept. 


Maternity and Child Wel- 
fare Centre. 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES 23-24 
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Service required and description 


Apply to 


Evacuation— Continued. 
Free travel warrants 
Homeless 4 “ ie ae me 
Allowances will be paid by Billeting Officer 
in receiving area. 
Return of evacuees from Sheffield to home 
town 


Visiting expenses by relatives in need to 
evacuees in hospital and to other evacuees 


See also under Billeting. 


Feeding—See under Canteens. Food. Muni- 
cipal Restaurants. Rest Centres. 


Financial AssisTaNcE—See under Money Relief. 


Firms—Change of address 


Damage to property of Government contrac- 
tors and sub-contractors 


Other trade and industrial matters 
See also Damage. Retailers’ Stocks. 


Food—For those whose homes have been 
damaged 


Lost ration cards, emergency ration cards and 
transfer to other shops. 


Mobile canteens. (If need is urgent) 


Municipal Restaurants. . 
Food SHops—Repairs 


Fuel—For changing supplier 
Funerals—See under Burial. 


Furniture—Advance payments in cases of 


‘* undue hardship.”’ 

Grants in cases of ‘‘ immediate need ” 

If re-housed (restricted to special cases) 

Removal and storage of furniture from 
' damaged houses 

Removal out of Shefheld (in certain cases) .. 


Gas—Decontamination .. 


Education Dept. 
Do. 


Public Welfare Dept. 
Do. 


Chamber of Commerce and 
Main Information Centre. 
Local Reconstruction Panel. 


Chamber of Commerce. 


Rest Centres. 
Food Control. 


Through Police and War- 
dens to Public Welfare, 
Main Control. 


Municipal Restaurants. 
City Architect. 


Fuel Control. 


Customs and Excise Dept. 


Assistance Board. 
Housing Dept. 
Medical Officer of Health. 


Assistance Board. 


Public Cleansing Stations. — 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES 23-24 


II 


ail CS OY CA are RW Pe NN ne a > 


Service required and description 


Apply to 


Gas Masxs—Replacement of gas masks destroyed 
in air raids 


Special gas masks for those suffering from 
respiratory diseases 


Health—Lost insurance cards 
Lost panel cards 


Health, Ministry or—See under Miunistry of 
Health. 


Homeless—Temporary food and shelter 


Houses—Claim forms for compensation for war 
damage 


Rehousing oo a ‘% es - 
Liability for rates for war-damaged houses .. 
Repair (war damage) .. 


See also under Addresses. Bailleting. 
Chattels. 


Household Furniture, UTENSILS, ETC.—Ad- 
vance payments in cases of “‘undue hardship ” 
Grants in cases of ‘‘ immediate need ”’ 


Identity Carps—Renewal of lost cards .. 


Industrial UNDERTAKINGS—See under Firms. 


Information, MINIstRY oF—See under Ministry 
of Information. 


Injured PErsons—War injury allowances 


Official lists of injured - 
See also under Deaths. 


Insurance—Furniture, personal belongings, etc., 
beyond the limits of the free scheme 


Retailers’ stocks es 
Lost Health Insurance Cards . . 
Lost Medical Cards 


Lost Unemployment Cards 


Labour ExcHaNGE—See under Employment. 


Wardens’ Divisional Head- 
quarters and Local Air Raid 
Warden. 


A.R.P. Dept. 


Ministry of Health. 
Sheffield Insurance 
Committee. 


Rest Centres. 


District Valuer; Main and 
Branch Information Centres. 


Housing Dept. 
Rating Bureau. 
City Architect. 


Customs and Excise Dept. 


Assistance Board. 


National Registration 
Officer. 


Assistance Board. 


Main and Branch Informa- 
tion Centres; Town Hall ; 
Rest Centres. 


Any fire insurance co. 


Chamber of Commerce. 
Ministry of Health. 
Sheffield Insurance 


Committee. 
Ministry of Labour. 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES 23-24 
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Service required and description 


Apply to 


Labour, MINIstry or—See under Ministry of 
Labour. 


Leave, CoMPASSIONATE—See under Airmen, 
A.T.S., Sailors, Soldiers, W.A.A.F., W.R.N.S. 


Legal Apvice—Free in certain circumstances .. 


Local RECONSTRUCTION PANEL—Assists Govern- 
ment contractors and sub-contractors to 
resume production through the Admiralty, 
Ministry of Aircraft Production and Ministry 
of Supply. 


Lodgings—Scee under Billeting. Evacuation. 


Lost PRopeERTY—Found on casualties 
See also under Salvage. 


Lunacy—wNotification of cases 


Maintenance ALLOWANCES—Made on Court 
Order 


Medical Arip—lIf not on Panel and means are 
limited 
(Panel patients whose own doctor is not avail- 
able may go to any other panel doctor). 


Medical Carps—Lost medical cards 


Mental Cases—Notification of cases 
Mental Derectives—Care of mental defectives 


Milk—Failure to obtain supplies ‘3 ‘e 


Ministry or Foop—Lost ration cards, emergency 
rationing, and transfer to other shops 


Ministry or HeartH—Health insurance and 
contributory pensions 


Council of Social Service. 


Local Reconstruction Panel. 


Divisional Police Head- 


quarters. 


Public Welfare Dept. 


Petty Sessional Court. 


Public Welfare Dept. 


Sheffield Insurance 
Committee. 


Public Welfare Dept. 


Mental Defective Service. 


Sheffield Mutual Assistance 
Scheme. 


Food Control. 


Ministry of Health. 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES 23-24 
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Service required and description 


| Apply to 


Ministry oF INFORMATION—W/ill broadcast by 
loudspeaker and may print bulletins giving 
official information, and will report difficulties 
experienced by public to departments con- 
cern 


Ministry or Lasour— Those unemployed should 
report to the Employment Exchange in their 
area 


Lost unemployment books 


Ministry or TRANsPoRT—For commercia! trans- 
port 
See also under Transport. 


Missing PreorpLte—Tracing of missing persons 
not on official lists 


Mobile CanreENs—If need is urgent 


Money Re.ier—Distress due to war: “Immedi- 
ate need’”’ payments for clothes, Essential 
articles of personal use, Furniture, Injury 
allowances, Retailers’ stocks up to a limit, 


Tools 


Advance payments for furniture, clothes, etc., 
in cases of ‘* undue hardship ”’ 


Those previously under Public Welfare and 
any other person whose case cannot be dealt 


with by Assistance Board 
See also under Burial, Pensions. 


Mortuaries—Lists of bodies lying in mortuaries. 
Addresses of mortuaries. See page 23 
See also under Deaths. 


Municipal ResTauRANTts — For communal 


feeding 


National HEALTH—Insurance cards 
Medical cards .. 


National REGIsSTRATION—Lost registration cards 
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Main Information Centre. 


Ministry of Labour. 


Do. 


Ministry of Transport. 


Civilian War Deaths Dept. 


Through Police and War- 


dens 


to Public 


Main Control. 


Assistance Board. 


Welfare, 


Customs and Excise Dept. 


Public Welfare Dept. 


Main and Branch Informa- 
tion Centres ; Rest Centres ; 
Town Hall. 


Municipal Restaurants. 


Ministry of Health. 
Sheffield Insurance 


Committee. 


National Registration 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES 23-24 


Officer. 


Service required and description 


N.S.P.C.C.—See under Children. 


Navy—Evidence of need for compassionate leave 
Lost allowance books .. 
Lost pension books ~ a 
Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Airmen’s Families 
Association 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Help Society 


Offices AND Firms—Change of address. . 


Old AcE PENsions—If unable to obtain pension 
If usual Post Office destroyed 
Lost books for contributory pensions 
Lost books for non-contributory pensions 
Supplementary allowances 


Orphans’ PENsions—Contributory 


If parents killed by enemy action 
See also under Children. 


Panel Carps—Lost medical cards 


Pensions—Blind (not payable by virtue of 
insurance) 


Civil defence ae 
Civilian war pensions sae injury or ree 


Old age. See under Old age. 

Service Pensions (Injury and Disablement) . . 
War Pensions Order Books 
Widows’ and Orphans’ faaatbeney) 


Widows’, Orphans’ and Dependants’ result- 
ing from enemy action 


r Until pensions are confirmed grants may be 
| made 


See also under Allowances. 


) Petrol—For commercial vehicles 


Supplementary coupons for private cars or 
non-commercial vehicles 


Police Headquarters. 
Director of Navy Accounts. 
Ministry of Pensions. 
Council of Social Service. 


Do. 


Chamber of Commerce and 
Main Information Centre. 


Assistance Board. 

Any other Post Office. 
Ministry of Health. 
Customs & Excise Dept. 
Assistance Board. 


Ministry of Health. 
Ministry of Pensions. 


Sheffield Insurance 
Committee. 
Customs and Excise Dept. 


Ministry of Pensions. 
Do. 


Do. 

Do. 
Ministry of Health. 
Ministry of Pensions. 


Assistance Board. 


Ministry of Transport. 
Petroleum Dept. 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES $ 23-24 
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Service required and description 


Apply to 


Poor RELIEF 


Property—Claim form for damage to houses 
and other immovable property 


Claim form for furniture, clothing and other 
personal effects which have been destroyed 


Advance payments in cases of ‘* immediate 
need ”’ 

Advance payments in cases of ‘‘ undue hard- 
ship ”’ 

Rates for war-damaged houses 

Rehousing 


Repair of war damage : 
Houses, combined houses and shops, and 
food shops 
Premises of Government contractors and 
sub-contractors 


Other businesses 


Property, Lost—Found on casualties .. 
See also under Salvage. 


Public WELFARE DEPARTMENT—Medical aid 
if not on panel and means_ limited; 
Mobile canteens; Notification of mental 
cases and mental Treatment Officers; 
Outdoor relief and money relief to those in 
need who do not come under Assistance 
Board; Relief in kind scheme; Return of 
evacuees to home town; Visiting expenses 
by relatives in need to evacuees in hospital 
and to other evacuees 


Railway Time Tas_tes—Emergency time tables 
Rates—Luability for rates of war-damaged houses 


Rations—Lost ration cards, emergency ration 
cards, transfer to other shops 


Refugees—See under Billeting. Evacuation. 


Registration Carps—Renewal of lost cards 


Rehousing—See under Houses. 
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Public Welfare Dept. 


District Valuer. 


Main and Branch Informa- 
tion Centres. 


Do. 
Assistance Board. 


Customs and Excise Dept. 


Rating Bureau. 
Housing Dept. 


City Architect. 
Local Reconstruction Panel. 


Chamber of Commerce. 


Divisional Police Head- 
quarters. 


Public Welfare Dept. 


Main Information Centre. 


Rating Bureau. 


Food Control. 


National Registration 
Officer. 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES 23-24 


Service required and description 


Apply to 


Relatives, Misstnc—Reporting and tracing of 
missing relatives not on Official lists 


Relief—Distress due to war 
Out-door 


Repairs To PRopERTY—Government contractors 
and sub-contractors 


Houses, combined houses and shops, and food 
shops 


Other businesses 
Rest CENTRES—Food and temporary shelter 


Restaurants, MuNniIcIPAL—For communal 
feeding 


Retailers’ Stocks—Replacement of small stocks 
Larger stocks .. e me - i. 


Road TRANsPoRT—See under Transport. 
Evacuation. 


Royal Arr Force—Extension of leave, pay, etc. 
Lost pension and allowance books 


Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Airmen’s Families 
Association 


Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Help Society .. bc 
Royal Navy—See under Navy. 


Sailors—Evidence of need for compassionate 
leave 


Lost allowance books .. 

Lost pension books i 
Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Airmen’s Families 
Association 


Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Help Society .. as 


Salvage—Property found on casualties. . 


Personal papers, valuables, etc., salvaged from 


damaged buildings 


Separation ALLOWANCES—Made on Court Order 


Civilian War Deaths Dept. 
Assistance Board. 

Public Welfare Dept. 

Local Reconstruction Panel. 
City Architect. 

Chamber of Commerce. 
Rest Centres. 

Municipal Restaurants. 


Assistance Board. 
Chamber of Commerce. 


R.A.F. Headquarters. 
Director of Accounts. 
Council of Social Service. 


Do, 


Police Headquarters. 


Director of Navy Accounts. 
Ministry of Pensions. 
Council of Social Service. 


Do. 
Divisional Police Head- 


quarters. 
Police Headquarters. 


Petty Sessional Court. 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES 23-24 
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Service required and description 


Sheffield Councit oF SociaLt SERVICE—See 
Council of Social Service. 


Shelters, Arr Ratp—Repair, etc. 


Shops—Replacement of retailers’ stocks up to a 
limit 
Replacement of other retailers’ stocks 
Repair of food shops 


Social ServiceE—See under Council of Social 
Service. 


Soldiers—Extension of leave, pay, etc. .. 
Lost allowance books .. 
Lost injury and disablement pension Sols. 


Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Airmen’s Pariilies 
Association 


Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Help Society 


Soldiers’, SAILors’ AND AIRMEN’S FAMILIES 
AssociaTION—For wives and families of serv- 
ing men 


Soldiers’ AND SAILorsS’ HELP SocieEtTy—For ser- 
ving men when in difficulty 


Stocks—Replacement of small stocks 
Larger stocks 


Storage or FuRNITURE—If house is bombed 


Time TasLtes—Emergency rail and road time 
tables 


Tools—Replacement if lost by enemy action 


Transport—Commercial transport 
Free travel warrants. See under Evacuation. 
Furniture. —See under Furniture. 

Offers of private cars .. 


Supplementary coupons for private cars or 
non-commercial vehicles 


Time tables.—See under Time tables. 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES 23-24 
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City Engineer's Dept. 


Assistance Board. 


Chamber of Commerce. 
City Architect. 


Somme Barracks. 
Regimental Paymaster. 
Ministry of Pensions. 
Council of Social Service. 


Do. 
Do. 


Do. 


Assistance Board. 
Chamber of Commerce. 


Medical Officer of Health. 


Main Information Centre. 


Assistance Board. 


Ministry of Transport. 


Education Dept. ; 
Petroleum Dept. 7 


Service required and description 


Transport, Ministry oF—sSee under Ministry of 
Transport. 


Travel WaRRANTS—See under Evacuation. 
Unemployed—See under Employment. 


Valuables—Found on casualties 
See also under Salvage. 


Volunteers—Volunteers for service 
Wages—Information about payment of wages by 
firms where work is temporarily suspended 


If wages cannot be obtained 


War DamaceE Commiss1ion—Will administer 
Part I of the War Damage Act, 1941, which 
deals with compensation for damage to 
property and other immovable fixtures. 


War Deaths—See under Deaths. 

War PENsIONs—See under Pensions. 
Widows’ Penstons—See under Pensions. 
W.A.A.F.—Extension of leave, pay, etc. 


W.R.N.S.—Extension of leave, pay, etc. 


Women’s VOLUNTARY SERVICES—Responsible 
for running the Rest Centres under the Public 
Welfare Dept. and for clothing those whose 
need is urgent 


FOR ADDRESSES SEE PAGES 23-24 


Head- 


Police 


Divisional 
quarters. 


Council of Social Service. 


Chamber of Commerce. 


Assistance Board. 


War Damage Commission. 


R.A.F. Headquarters. 
Police Headquarters. 


Women’s Voluntary Services. 


AFTER THE RAID 
WHERE TO GO 


Rest Centres.—People who cannot live in their homes because they have 
been badly damaged, and who cannot go to neighbours or relatives near at hand, 
should ask a Warden or Policeman to direct them to a Rest Centre, where food 
and shelter will be provided. 


Billeting and Evacuation.—The Rest Centre will only provide food and 
lodging for a day or two. As soon as possible those in the Rest Centres will be 
sent to billets, or, if they wish, they may go to friends either in the city or else- 
where. If they go to friends in the City and want a billeting allowance to be 
paid to them, application should be made to the Billeting Officer at the nearest 
Rest Centre. Those who wish to go out of Shefheld should apply to the Evacua- 
tion Officer, Education Offices, Leopold Street, or at the Main Information 
Centre. 

Billeting allowances and their repayment.—Billeting allowances are 5s. 
a week for persons 14 years and over, and 3s. for children under 14 years, and 
are collected by the householder at the Post Office. 


People who are billeted will not be asked to repay anything during the first 
two weeks, but after that time (if their income warrants it) they will be asked to 
repay (a) an amount equal to the billeting allowance, or (b) the amount of the 
rent of their house, whichever is the less. Any special circumstances which 
are brought to the notice of the Billeting Officer will be taken into account in 
dealing with the amounts which have to be repayed. 


Special allowances and provisions for repayment are provided in the case of 
evacuated persons. 
HOUSES 


Many people will be able to return to their own homes as soon as unexploded 
bombs have been dealt with or the houses have been repaired. ‘The Corporation 
will undertake temporary repairs as soon as possible to all houses which can be 
repaired, to make them wind and weather tight. Later, in suitable cases, the 
Corporation will see that more permanent repairs are carried out. Enquiries 
about repairs should be made to the City Architect’s Department. 


Every effort will be made to find another house for those whose houses have 
been destroyed or so seriously damaged that they have to be demolished. In 
such cases, application should be made to the Housing Manager. 


FURNITURE 


The Corporation will help to protect furniture and property left in damaged 
houses, .and, if necessary, will remove and store it free of charge. Application 
for removal within the city should be made to the Medical Officer of Health, 
75 Surrey Street. 


Those who have gone outside the City and cannot afford to have their furniture 


removed to their new house should apply to the Office of the Assistance Board 


for the area to which they have gone. 


ENQUIRIES ABOUT RELATIVES 


People who have had to leave their homes should send their new address to 
their friends or relatives, and complete a form (which may be got at any Post 
Office) for the redirection of their letters to the new address. It is very helpful 
if a card is left on damaged houses stating where the occupier has gone. By 
doing these things much anxiety can be avoided. Those who have become 
separated from their families and do not know where to find them should apply 
to the Main Information Centre. 
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CLAIMS FOR COMPENSATION 


Furniture, Clothes, Tools and other personal belongings.—Under the 
War Damage Act, 1941, every householder will receive free insurance up to 
£200. If married, the figure is £300, with an extra £25 for each child under 16. 
Adult persons who are not householders will receive free insurance up to £50. 
Claim forms may be obtained from Information Centres. 


If the free insurance is not sufficient, additional insurance can be taken out 
up to £10,000 through most insurance companies. Claim forms will, in such 
cases, be issued by the insurance company concerned. 


No payment will be made until after the war unless (a) there is ‘‘ undue 
hardship,’ in which case the Board of Trade may make advance payments 
through the Customs and Excise Department ; (b) there is “immediate need,” 
in which case the Assistance Board may make immediate payments. 


Fuller details are given in the Board of Trade pamphlets (B.S.4 and Notice 
No. 123), which can be obtained at Information Centres. 


Damage to Houses.—Owners of damaged or destroyed houses should 
make a claim on the appropriate form, which can be obtained from the District 
Valuer and Information Centres. if a house can be repaired without unreason- 
able expenditure, a ‘* cost of works ’’ payment will be made by the War Damage 
Commission, providing the repairs have been done. If a house has been 
demolished or badly wrecked, a “ value ’’’ payment will be made to the owner, 
but this will not be paid until after the war. Further details may be obtained 
at the City Architect’s Department and Information Centres. 


INJURED PERSONS 


Injury allowances.— hose who are injured in an air raid should apply for 
an injury allowance to the nearest Otfice of the Assistance Board. Injury 
allowances are not subject to any Means Test, but are payable only to persons 
15 years of age and over who are medically certified incapable of work. If they 
are afterwards found to be suffering serious or prolonged disablement, the 
Ministry of Pensions may grant a disablement pension. 


Dependents’ pensions.—Widows of workers and civil defence volunteers 
killed on duty will receive £2 10s. a week for ten weeks, after which a pension 
will become payable. Pensions for orphan children and dependent parents are 
also provided. Applications for pensions should be made to the Ministry of 
Pensions. 


TEMPORARY NEED OF MONEY 


People in need as a result of a raid should explain their circumstances to the 
Assistance Board Officer, who, if satisfied with the case, will help them. Those 
who have been evacuated may find it quicker to go to the Employment Exchange 
and show their billeting certificate. 


HEALTH INSURANCE 


Those insured under the National Health Insurance Acts who have moved 
to a new address which is likely to be permanent shou!d notify their Approved 
Society. They should also present their Medical Card to an insurance doctor 
in the new district so that medical attention may be had when required. 


BURIAL EXPENSES 


A grant of £7 10s. is paid towards the expenses of a privately arranged funeral 
of a civil defence volunteer killed on duty, and to the widow or wholly dependent 
relative of a civilian worker. 
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t*City Architect. 


Abson & Laycock. 


53, Norfolk Street. T. 20614. 
A.R.P. Department. 
23, Church St., 1. T. 21365. 


t*Assistance Board. 


District Office, 45, Rutland Park, 10. 
T. 62448-9, 

Area (1) Office, Abbeydale Methodist 
Church, Southview Road, 7. T. 52118. 

Outhouse (1) Highfield Library, London 
Road, 2. T. 50474. 

Area (2) Office, Carlisle Street East, 4. 
TT. 22226. 

Area (3) Office, Dodd Street, 6. T. 43051. 

Outhouse (3), Owlerton Memorial Hall, 
Forbes Road, 6. 


Billeting Officer. 


Central—Education Welfare Office, West 
Stu bi. dy BO 

N.E.—Firs Hill Council School, Orphan- 
age Rd., 3. T. 36730. 

E.—Maltby Street Council 
T. 41762, 

S.E.—Prince Edward Council School, 
Queen Mary Road, 2. T. 37142. 

S.W.—Anns Road Council School, 2. 

W.—Broomhill Council School, Beech Hil! 
Road, 10. 

N.W.—Hillsborough Council School, Park- 
side Road, 6. 


School, 9. 


Boarding Out Service. 


143, Norfolk St., 1. T. 20061, Ext. 333 


Branch Information Centres. 


Will open after heavy raids in districts 
affected, 

Abbeydale Congregational Church, Abbey- 
dale Road, 7. 

Attercliffe Branch Library, Leeds Road, 
9. T. 41463. 

Firth Park Branch Library, Firth Park 
Road, 5. T. 36490. 

Hillsborough Branch Library, Middle- 
wood Road, 6. TI. 43757. 

Prince Edward Council Schools, Prince of 
Wales Road, 2. 

Unity Church Hall, Crookesmoor Road, 
10. 


Cats’ Shelters. 


112, Gell Street, 3. T. 20696, 
331, Attercliffe Common, 9. T. 42108. 


Chamber of Commerce. 


Cutlers’ Hall, Church Street, 1. T. 20324. 


*Citizens Advice Bureau. 


72, Surrey Street, 1. T. 20061, Ext. 339. 


Town Hall, 1.. T. 20061. Ext. 227. 


City Engineer’s Department (Shelters). 


143, Norfolk Street, 1. 
331. 


Zt. 20061. Ext. 


Civilian War Deaths Dept. 


Central Library, Surrey St., 1. T. 24031. 


*Council of Social Service. 


155, Norfolk Street, 1. T. 24041. 


ADDRESS LIST 


*Customs and Excise (Compensation claims). 
9, Leopold Street, 1. T. 21630. 


Customs and Excise (Pensions). : 
Telephone Bldgs., West Street, 1. 


*Deaf and Dumb Institute. 
57, Psalter Lane, 11. T. 51954. 


Director of Accounts, Air Ministry. 
Whittington Road, Worcester. 


Director of Navy Accounts, Admiralty. 
Whitehall, London, S.W.1. 
*District Valuer. 
Revenue Bidgs., 123, West Street, 1. 
T. 26431. 
Dogs’ Home (R.S.P.C.A.). 


83, Spring Street, 3. T. 26226, 
*Education Department. 
Leopold Street, 1. T. 22214. 


+*Food Control. 


Carver Street Schools, Rockingham 
Lane, 1. T. 23865, 20648, 25449, 


Fuel Control. 
Town HalJl, 1. T. 20061. 
*Housing Department. 
Cadman Lane, 1. T. 20061. 
Local Reconstruction Panel. 
Fargate House, 1. T. 26461. 
Main Information Centre. 


Central Library, Surrey 
T. 24031. 


Maternitv and Child Welfare Centre. 
Orchard Place, 1. T. 24204. 


“Medical Officer of Health. 


Ext. 352. 


Ext. 370, 


Street, 1. 


75, Surrey Street, 1. T. 20061. Ext. 
330. 
Mental Defective Service. 
143, Norfolk Street, 1. T. 20061. 
Ext. 333. 
*Ministry of Health. 
13, East Parade, 1. T. 24338. 


- *Ministry of Labour.(Employment Exchanges). 


West Street, 1. T. 21044, 
(Attercliffe) Attercliffe Common 9. 
a, Short, 


(Walkley) Tricket Road, 6. T. 43068. 
(Stocksbridge) Haywood Lane, Deepcar. 
T. 80 


(Woodhouse) Beighton Road. T. 40612, 


*Ministry of Pensions. 


36, York Place, Leeds, 1. T. 20111-2. 


Queen Street Congregationa] Church, 1. 


(Open Monday 
T. 21698. 
Norcross, Lancs. 
Order Books), 


Ministry of Transport. 
31, York Street, 1. 


Mortuaries. 
B. & C. Co-Operative Soc., 
Broughton Lane, 9.. T. 41255. 
J. Fairest, 14, Penistone Road, 6. 


and Thursday). 


(For War Pensions 


T. 26581, 


Ltd., 


T. 43102, 
John Heath & Sons, 14, Earsham 
Street, 4. TI. 23229, 


*Also at Main Information Centre after heavy raids. 
tAlso at Branch Information Centres after heavy raids, 


IF IN 


DOUBT —GO TO MAIN 
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INFORMATION CENTRE 


Mortuaries—C ontinued. 


John Heath & Sons, 59, Hadfield 
Street, 6. TI. 43362. 

G. & M. Lunt, 1; Camping Lane, 8. 
T. 45508. 

W. Simpson, 2, Bevis Street, 2. 
T, 23929. 

Reuben Thompson, Ltd., Glossop 
Road, 10. T. 20122. 

.} Tomlinson & Sons, Ltd., Cross 
Bedford Street, 6. T. 22122. 

F, Wood & Sons, 848, Ecclesall Road, 
11. T. 61244, 


Municipal Restaurants. 


City Hall, Barker’s Pool, 1. 

Attercliffe Wesleyan Hall, 9. 

Napier Street, 11. 

Rutland Hall Settlement, Rutland 
Road, 3. 


Wybourn Community Centre, 2. 


National Registration Officer. 


Carver Street School, Rockingham 
Lane, 1. T. 20992. 


N.S.P.C.C. 


(Main Office) 44, Pinstone Street, 1. 
T. 22845. 

4, Cannon Hall Road, 5. 

100, Bannerdale Road, 7. 


*Petroleum Dept., Board of Trade. 


Brunswick Rooms, Wesley Street, 
T. 31621 Leeds. Leeds, 2. 


Petty Sessional Court. 


The Court House, 3. 


Police Headquarters. 


Castle Green, 3. T. 23051. 

Central Division—West Bar; 1. 
T. 21274. 

Eastern Division—Whitworth Lane, 
ee FE eB 

Western Division—Hammerton Rd., 
6. T. 43027, 

Southern Division—Chesterfield Rd., 
Ss. f£. 45131, . 


*Public Welfare Dept. 


Montgomery Hall, Surrey Street, 1. 
T. 25201. 


Relief Stations :--- 
Nos. 1 & 2.—Wadsley Bridge Methodist 
Schoolroom. T. 43094. 

Nos. 3 & 4 —Hillsborough Wesley School- 
room. T. 43353. 

Nos. 5 & 6.—Wesley Hall Schoolroom, 
School Road. T. 60496, 62092. 

Nos. 7 & 8.—Weston Street Methodist 
Schoolroom, T. 21069, 23906, 

Nos. 9 & 10. Cemetery Road Vestry 
Hall,. T. 22570, 

Nos. 11 & 12, Ann’s Road Methodist 
Hall, T. 51964. 

Nos. 13, 14, 15 & 16.—Public Assistance 
Centre, Ridgeway Road. T. 37477, 
37139, 37129, 

No. 17.—Park Library, Duke Street. 
1. @atee. 

Nos. 18 & 19.—Darnall Public Hall. 
T. 41768, 41606, 


Nos, 20 & 21.—Attercliffe Vestry Hall. 
T. 41893, 41873. 


ADDRESS LIST 


Reltef Stations—Continued, 


Nos, 22 & 23.—Burngreave Vestry Hall. 
T. 24893, 21991. 

Nos. 24 & 25.—Public Assistance Centre, 
Sicey Avenue, T. 36856, 36082. 


Public Baths and Cleansing Stations. 
(All the Public Baths are Cleansing Stations), 
Attercliffe Baths, 9. 
Bents Green Open Air School, 11. 
Brightside Baths, Sutherland Road, 4. 
Corporation Street Baths, 3. 
Glossop Road Baths, 10. 
Heeley Baths, Broadfield Road, 8. 
High Storrs School, 11. 
Hillsborough Baths, Langsett Road, 6. 
King Edward VII School Swimming 
Bath, Clarkehouse Road, 11. 

Maltby Street School, 9. 
Park Baths, Duke Street, 2. 
Upperthorpe Baths, 3. 
Whitby Road School, 9. 
Wincobank Baths, Merton Lane. 
Woodthorpe School. 


Rating Bureau. 
Town Hall, 1.. T. 20061. Ext. 260, 


Regimental Paymasters. 
If address not known, write to Secretary, 
War Office, Branch F9, Whitehall, 
3, ¥.4, 


Registrar of Deaths. 
Corn Exchange Buildings, 2. T. 21184. 


R.A.F. Headquarters. 
No. 16 Centre, Hemsworth, Norton. 
No. 939 Squadron, 11, Broomgrove 
Road, 10. 
No. 940 Squadron, Greystones, Moorgate, 
Rotherham, 


R.S.P.C.A. ‘Dogs’ Home). 
83, Spring Street, 3. T. 26226. 
Sheffield Insurance Committee. ) 
6, Orchard Street, 1. T. 21461. 


Sheffield Mutual Assistance Scheme. 
30, Junction Road, 11. T, 61433, 


Somme Barracks. 
Glossop Road, 1. ; 


Town Hall. . 
Surrey Street, 1. T. 20061. | 


Transport Dept. 
Moorhead Enquiry Office, T. 25342, 


*Valuation Department. 
Howard Chambers, 155, Norfolk 
Street. T. 20061. Ext. 356. 


War Damage Commission. 
36, York Place, Leeds, 1. 


Wardens’ Divisional Headquarters. 
Central—Lynwood, Clarkehouse Rd. 
T. 60053. Southern—120 Chelsea 
Road. T. 51053. Eastern—Darnall 
Road Schools, T. 41026. Northern 
—Norwood Grange, Longley Lane. 
T. 36204. Western—Ranmoor College, 
Fulwood Road. T. 32553. 


*Welfare of the Blind Dept. 
284, Sharrow Lane, 1l. T. 50448. 


Women’s Voluntary Services. 
126, Surrey Street, and at Rest Centres, 


*Also at Main Information Centre after heavy raids, 
IF IN DOUBT—GO TO MAIN INFORMATION CENTRE 
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ALWAYS CARRY THIS 
GUIDE WITH YOU 
WHEN ON DUTY 


Mortuaries——Continued. 

John Heath & Sons, 59, Hadfield 
surect, G. 1.. 4000. 

GG. a& Mm. Lunt, 1, Campmeg Lane, &. 
T. 45508. 

VW, sampeon, 2, Bevis Street, 
T. 23929. 

Keuben ‘thompson, Ltd., Glossop 
Road, 10. \ I. 20122. 

_j .. 40mimson .& . Sons, .Ltd., Cross 
Bedford Street, 6. T. 22122. 

F, Wood & Sons, 848, Ecclesall Road, 
ll. T. 61244, | 


Municipal Restaurants. 
City Hall, Barker’s Pool, 1. 
Attercliffe Wesleyan Hall, 9. 
Napier Street, 11. 
Rutland Hall Settlement, Rutland 
Road, 3. 
Wvybourn Community Centre, 2. 
National Registration Officer. 
Carver Street School. Rockingham 
Rane, 1.  F.. 20882. 
N.S.F CA. 
(Main Office) 44, Pinstone Street, 1, 
1, 22845. 
4, Cannon Hall Road, 5. 
100, Bannerdale Road. 7. 


*Petroleum Dept., Board of Trade. 
Brunswick Rooms, Wesley Street, 
T. 31621 Leeds. Leeds, 2. 


Petty Sessional! Court. 
The Court House, 3. 
Police Headquarters. 

Castle Green, 3. I. 23051. 

Central Division—West Bar, 1. 
1, ohare, 

Eastern Division—Whitworth Lane, 
| Keg Pe ies 

Western Division-—Hammerton Rd., 
6, °F, 49027. 

Southern Division—Chesterfield Rd., 
8. 2. 45131, 

*Public Welfare Dept. 
Montgomery Hall, Surrey Street, 1. 
1. 2820l, 
Relief Stations : -- 
Nos. 1 & 2.—Wadsley Bridge Methodist 
Schoolroom, T, 43094. 

Nos. 3 & 4 —Hillsborough Weslev School- 
room. tI, 43353. 

Nos. 5 & 6.—Wesley Hall Schoolroom, 
Schooi Road. T. 60496, 62092. 

Nos. 7 & 8.-—Weston Street Methodist 
Schoolroom, T, 21069, 23906, 

Nos. 9 & 10. Cemetery Road Vestry 
pail, 2, Beare, 

Nos. 11 & 12, Ann’s Road Methodist 
Hall, tf, 51964. 

Nos, 13, 14,15 & 16.—Public Assistance 
Centre, Ridgeway Road. T. 37477, 
37139, 37129. 

No, 17.—Park Library, Duke Street. 
4. 821%, 

Nos. 18 & 19.—Darnall Public Hall. 
T, 41768, 41606, 


Nos, 20 & 21,—Attercliffe Vestry Hall. 
TY, 41893, 41873, 


ADDRESS LIST 


Reltef Siations—Continued. 
Nos, 22 & 23.—Burngreave Vestry Hall. 
lr, 24893, 21991. 
Nos, 24 & 25.—Public Assistance Centre, | 
Sicey Avenue, T. 36856, 36082. 


Public Baths and Cleansing Stations. 
All the Public Baths are Cleansing Stations). 

Attercliffe Baths, 9. 

Bents Green Open Air School, 11. 

Brightside Baths, Sutherland Road, 4, 

Corporation Street Baths, 3. 

Glossop Road Baths, 10, 

Heeley Baths, Broadfield Road, 8. 

High Storrs School, 11. 

Hillsborough Baths, Langsett Road, 6. 

King Edward VII School Swimming 
Bath, Clarkehouse Road, 11. 

Maltby Street School, 9. 

Park Baths, Duke Street, 2. 

Upperthorpe Baths, 3. 

Whitby Road School, 9. 

Wincobank Baths, Merton Lane. 

Yoodthorpe School. 

Rating Bureau. 
Town Hall, 1. T. 20061. Ext. 260, 
Regimental Paymasters. : 

If address not known, write to Secretary, 
War Office, Branch F9, Whitehall, 
S.W.1. 

Registrar of Deaths. 
Corn Exchange Buildings, 2. T. 21184, 
R.A.F. Headquarters. 

No. 16 Centre, Hemsworth, Norton. 

No. 939 Squadron, 11, Broomgrove 
Road, 10. 

No. 940 Squadron, Greystones, Moorgate, 
Rotherham, 

R.S.P.C.A. ‘Dogs’ Home). 

83, Spring Street, 3.. I. 26226, 
Sheffield Insurance Committee. 

6, Orchard Street, 1. T. 21461. 
Sheffield Mutual Assistance Scheme. 

30, Junction Road, 11. T. 614338, 
Somme Barracks. 

Glossop Road, 1. 


Town Hall. 
Surrey Street, 1. 1. 20061. 
Transport Dept. 7 | 
Moorhead Enquiry Office, I. 25342, 
*Valuation Department. 
Howard: Chambers, 155, Norfolk 
Street TT. 20061, Ext. 356. 
War Damage Commission. 
36, York Place, Leeds, 1. ’ 
Wardens’ Divisional Headquarters. 
Central—Lynwood, Clarkehouse’ Rd. 
T. 60053. Southern—120 Chelsea 
Road. T. 51053. Eastern---Darnall 
Road Schools. T. 41026. Northern 
—Norwood Grange, Longley Lane. 
T. 36204, Western—Ranmoor College, 
Fulwood Road. T. 32553. 
*Welfare of the Blind Dept. ee 
284, Sharrow Lane, 11. I. 50448. 
Women’s Voluntary Services. : 
126, Surrey Street, and at Rest Centres, 


*Also at Main Information Centre after heavy raids, 
IF IN DOUBT—GO TO MAIN INFORMATION CENTRE 
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